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These studies are designed for believers in Jesus Christ only. If you have exercised faith in Christ, then you are
in the right place. If you have not, then you need to heed the words of our Lord, Who said, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only-begotten [or, uniquely-born] Son, so that every [one] believing [or, trusting] in Him shall
not perish, but shall be have eternal life! For God did not send His Son into the world so that He should judge the
world, but so that the world shall be saved through Him. The one believing [or, trusting] in Him is not judged, but
the one not believing has already been judged, because he has not believed in the Name of the only-begotten [or,
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These exegetical studies are not designed for you to read each and every word. Forinstance, the Greek exegesis
is put into lightly colored tables, so that if you want to skip over them, that is fine. If you question a translation,
you can always refer back to the appropriate Greek tables to sort it all out. These tables provide all of the words
their meanings and morphology for each and every verse. The intent is to make this particular study the most
complete and most accurate examination of Acts 17 which is available in writing. The idea is to make every
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Besides teaching you the doctrinal principles related to this chapter, this commentary is also to help bring this
narrative to life, so that you can understand the various characters, their motivations, and the choices that they
make. Ideally, you will be able to visualize the peoples, their temporal and spiritual leaders, and their missionaries
as they move across the landscape of the Roman Empire. | hope to provide not only an accurate exegesis of the
chapter in view, but to also quote many of the great insights that past commentators have offered us.




Acts 17

Although the bulk of this chapter is based upon narrative from the book of Acts, | will make every attempt possible
to provide enough historical information and theological context so that you will have a sufficient background to

understand what is going on.

The “Key"” & Main Points of
each Chapter

* Acts 17: Second Trip

—Thessalonica & Berea -

— Jewish persecution 7%'

-Paul preaches in Athens &
about “the unknown E——-—:
God"

Preface: Paul, as a missionary, goes to
Thessalonica, Berea and Athens. In Thessalonica,
the Greeks respond to Paul’s teaching with positive
volition, but the leaders of the Jewish synagogue
organize a mob and blame the actions of the mob on
Paul. Paul and Silas then go down to Berea, where
the people are very interested in Paul’s teaching.
However, the Jews from Thessalonica come to
Berea and organize against Paul there. Paul, by
himself, is guided over to Athens. Here, Paul
teaches at the synagogue; but during the week, he
studies the Greek culture there and teaches in their
marketplace. He is taken to Mars Hill and he
proclaims the Greeks’ own unknown God to them.
He receives a mixed reaction there.

Bible Summary: They taught in
Thessalonica and Berea. In Athens Paul
said, "l proclaim the God who gives life
to all. He will judge the world.""

The “Key” & Main Points of Chapter 17 (a chart); from Slide Player; accessed June 30, 2022.

This should be the most extensive examination of Acts 17 available, where you will be able to examine in depth

every word of the original text.

Brief Overview: (taken from Light of the Word; accessed April 22, 2022).

Dates Reference Events Books Written Historic Events Rome
2nd Missionary 51-52 AD
4 1. Journey Paul & : Claudius expels | Claudius
51-54 AD | Acts 16:1-18:23 Silas (2 yrs in 1&2Thessalonians Jews from (41-54 AD)
Corinth) Rome
Quotations:
Outline of Chapter 17:
Preface
Introduction
VV. 1-9 Paul and Silas in Thessalonica (Greeks Respond; Jewish Leaders Form a Mob)
v. 10-14 Paul and Silas in Berea (with a More Positive Response than in Thessalonica)

" From https://biblesummary.info/acts accessed March 20, 2022.



https://slideplayer.com/slide/4750686/
https://www.lightofword.org/images/stories/teachings/Acts/timeline4.pdf
https://biblesummary.info/acts

3 The Book of Acts

vw. 15-34 Paul in Athens
VV. 16-18 Paul in the synagogues and in the marketplace
VV. 19-31 Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill
VV. 32-34 The mixed response of the Greeks
Chapter Summary
Addendum

Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines:

Preface Preface

Preface Brief Overview

Preface The “Key” & Main Points of Chapter 17 (a chart)
Preface Quotations

Introduction Titles and/or Brief Descriptions of Acts 17 (by Various Commentators)
Introduction Brief, but insightful observations of Acts 17 (various commentators)
Introduction Fundamental Questions About Acts 17
Introduction

Introduction The Prequel to Acts 17

Introduction The Principals of Acts 17

Introduction The Places of Acts 17

Introduction By the Numbers

Introduction A Synopsis of Acts 17

Introduction Outlines and Summaries of Acts 17 (Various Commentators)
Introduction A Synopsis of Acts 17 from the Summarized Bible
Introduction

Introduction

Introduction The Big Picture (Acts 13-18)

Introduction Paragraph Divisions of Modern Translation for Acts 17
Introduction

Introduction

Introduction Changes—additions and subtractions

V. 1 Via Agnatha (a map)

V. 1 Thessalonica (map)

V. Ancient Via Egnatia in Kavala (a photograph)

V.

V.

V.

V.

V. 7 The Rabble of Acts 7 Compared to Antifa

V.

V.

V.

V.

V.

V.

V.

V.

V.

V. 14 Berea and Athens in Macedonia (a map)

V. 14 Macedonia and Achaia (a map)



Acts 17

18
18

19

24
24
25

S<S<<<<<K<K<<<<<K<K<K<K<<<K<<K<K<K<K<K<K<K<<K<<K<LEK«L

Summary
Summary
Summary
Summary
Summary
Summary

Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum
Addendum

Epicureanism (Hastings Dictionary of the Bible; W. M. Macdonald)
Stoics (Hastings Dictionary of the Bible; W. M. Macdonald)

Areopagus (by A. Souter; Easton)

To the Unknown God, from Wikipedia:
The actual altar (a photograph)
Saint Paul Preaching in Athens (Raphael—1515)

A Set of Summary Doctrines and Commentary
Why Acts 17 is in the Word of God

What We Learn from Acts 17

Jesus Christ in Acts 17

Footnote for Acts 17:1 (The Christian Community Bible)

Kretzmann’s Commentary Note for Acts 17:1-4

Kretzmann’s Commentary Note for Acts 17:5-9

Lengthy Note on the Bereans Double-Checking Paul (The 2001 Commentaries)
Kretzmann’s Commentary Note for Acts 17:10-14

Footnote for Acts 17:16 (The Christian Community Bible)

Kretzmann’s Commentary Note for Acts 17:15-21

Kretzmann’s Commentary Note for Acts 17:22-28

Kretzmann’s Commentary Note for Acts 17:29-34

A Complete Translation of Acts 17



5 The Book of Acts

Addendum
Addendum Doctrinal Teachers Who Have Taught Acts 17
Addendum Word Cloud from the Kukis Paraphrase of Acts 17
Addendum Word Cloud from Exegesis of Acts 17
Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines
Beginning of Document Verse Navigation Introduction and Text
First Verse Chapter Summary Addendum
www.kukis.org Exegetical Studies in Acts

Doctrines Covered or Alluded To

Human Spirit and the
Human Soul

IS
Chapters of the Bible Alluded To or Appropriately Exegeted with this Chapter

Acts 16

Many who read and study this chapter are 1% or 2" generation students of R. B. Thieme, Jr., so that much of
this vocabulary is second nature. One of Bob’s contributions to theology is a fresh vocabulary along with a
number of concepts which are theologically new or reworked, yet still orthodox. Therefore, if you are unfamiliar
with his work, the definitions below will help you to fully understand all that is being said. Also included are
various technical terms from Christian theology along with a few new terms and concepts which | have
developed.

The terms below and double-linked to their first use in the commentary for this chapter. So you can easily go
back and forth between the first use of rebound and it definition below.

Sometimes the terms in the exegesis of this chapter are simply alluded to, without any in-depth explanation of
them. Sometimes, these terms are explained in detail and illustrated. A collection of all these terms is found
here: (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). Often, the terms below are linked to complete doctrines.

o
Definition of Terms

Bible doctrine is the information found in the Old and New Testaments which God wants
all believers to know. We live in the Church Age, where there is no additional Scripture
Bible Doctrine being written; and therefore, there is no direct teaching by God to man. All that we need
to know is found within the pages of the Bible. See the Importance of Bible Doctrine
(HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

The church has several different meanings today: (1) Most often, today, we understand
church to refer to a local church that we attend. (2) At the beginning of the Church Age,
this word referred to a gathering or assembly of people; their racial and gender specifics
(The) Church ; were irrelevant to their position in Christ. (3) The church universal refers to all of the
Local Church believers (this could be all of the believers alive on earth right now or all of the believers
who have lived throughout the Church Age). Grace notes “Church, the Body of Christ”
(HTML) (PDF); Doctrine.org (The Church—the Body of Christ); Word of Truth
Ministries (Church); Grace Bible Church of Baytown (The Church);
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Definition of Terms

Church Age

The Church Age is the period of time in history where God works through the body of
believers, also known as the church. This age began on the Day of Pentecost, following
our Lord’s resurrection and ascension, and continues today. See the Three
Dispensations: The Age of Israel, the Age of the Hypostatic Union and the Church
Age (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). See the doctrine of Dispensations (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Dispensation,
Dispensations

A Dispensation is a period of human history expressed from Divine viewpoint (God's point
of view). Dispensations give us the Divine outline of human history (or, God’s different
game plans for various periods of time in history). See the doctrine of Dispensations
(HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Divine
Establishment

Also known as the laws of divine establishment. These are laws which are devised by
God for the human race (for believers and unbelievers alike). The more aligned a country
is with these laws, the greater freedom and prosperity that country will enjoy.
Furthermore, there will be greater evangelism and Bible teaching which takes place. The
further a country strays from these law results in greater tyranny and unhappiness among
its population. See the Laws of Divine Establishment (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Divine
institutions

A divine institution is an absolute social structure instituted by God for the entire human
race—for believers and unbelievers alike. The term divine emphasizes the fact that they
have their origin in God. These are social structures that have been built into creation and
into the nature of man by God. These are (1) the volitional function of the human soul;
(2) work; (3) marriage; (4) family; and (5) human government. These divine institutions
provide protection, perpetuation, orderly function, survival and blessing of the human race,
and allow for the teaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ.2 For more information, see
Divine Institutions (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Evil

Evil is the thinking, strategy and plan of Satan. Evil may include sin and human good.
The word “Evil” has a distinct technical and categorical meaning in the Word of God. It is
not simply a generic word referring to anything that is bad or sinful. The word “Evil” refers
specifically to the policy of Satan as the ruler of this world. Evil is the modus operandi of
Satan from the time of his fall throughout the angelic revolution and down to the point
when be became the ruler of the world.® This definition is probably right out of R. B.
Thieme, Jr.’s notes. See the Doctrine of Evil (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Gentile, Gentiles

Gentile is a term applied to anyone who is not Jewish (Hebrew). That is, someone who
does not have the genes of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Because Jewish society in
general rejected Jesus Christ, He then spoke of turning to the gentiles with His message.
Paul during his ministry realized that he was primarily to go to the gentiles with the word
of Christ. On occasion, the word gentile is synonymous with unbeliever. (Don Samdahl
on The Gentile Exceptions) Gentile Salvation in the Old Testament (HTML) (PDF)
(WPD).

God
Consciousness

God Consciousness is the point in a person’s life when he becomes aware of God. This
does not mean that he believes in God, but has some sort of concept of God.

ZA portion of this definition comes from: http://www.phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen026.htm
3 From http:/lwww.gracenotes.info/documents/topics_doc/evil.pdf accessed November 13, 2012.
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A AARAERARRARRE
Definition of Terms

There are at least 3 ways to understand the word gospel: (1) It is a synonym for the truth,
or the real truth. (2) The gospel of Jesus Christ refers to the revelation of the means of
salvation to unregenerate man: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”

Gospel, There are other things which may be included in the gospel, such as a reference to the
Gospel Message, : cross, to Jesus dying for our sins, to Jesus being resurrected, etc. The new believer
Gospels never hears the entire gospel message; he hears a portion of it and believes that and is

saved. Then, as a believer, he may learn the rest of it (depending upon whether he has
positive volition towards doctrine after salvation). (3) The gospels refer to the 4
biographies of Jesus the Messiah.

We store information about God and the plan of God in the human spirit. Only the
Human Spirit believer has a functioning human spirit. See the Doctrine of the Human Spirit (HTML)
(PDF) (WPD).

Genetically, Jews are those with the genes of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Religiously,
those who follow the faith of Abraham (and today, those who follow a distorted version of
Jew, Jews, the faith of Moses). Hebrew is the term used in the Old Testament; Jew/Jewish is used
Jewish in the New. See Jews, Gentiles and Christians; Jewish Civilization; The Jewish
Religious Systems; The Jews and Hellenism; Jews and Judaism; and Jews and
Gentiles in Bible Times.

Judaism (of the Jewish faith) is often put forth as the Jewish religion, and specifically
without Christ. In a broad sense, that is true. This term might also defined as the
religious practices of the Jewish people throughout the ages, and that is also true in a
broad sense. Let me suggest 3 more specific definitions: (1) the proper observance of
the Old Testament Scriptures before Christ. This would be a legitimate observance of the
The Jewish Scriptures and often referred to as the Way of God in the Old Testament. (2) The
Faith; Judaism observance of both the OT Scriptures and the traditions which had developed over the
centuries (this would be Judaism after the close of the OT canon up to the time of Christ).
Some of these would be believers, and some not. (3) Judaism as practiced today is
nothing like #1 or 2. The rituals are very different from those followed in the Old
Testament. Also, in Judaism today, they still believe in the messiah; but he is no longer
the central figure of their faith.

The Messiah is one of the terms found in the Old Testament (and New) which refers to
Someone Who would come and deliver the Jews. There was the true foundation of the
Hebrew faith, and that was the Messiah-to-come; there was the false foundation of the
bastardized Hebrew faith, and that was legalism. The Messiah is known by several titles
in the Old Testament, including David’s Greater Son and the Suffering Servant. Jesus
The Messiah Christ fulfilled all of the prophecies related to the Jewish Messiah, even though He was,
for the most part, rejected by His people. Jesus will return to a much more appreciative
people in the future. The Messiah (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). The Jewish Messiah
(HTML) (PDF) (WPD). The Promised Messiah (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). (Grace Notes:
Messiah in the Old Testament) (Spokane Bible Church: Messiah; Messiah's Birth was
Unique; Messianic Prophecies 1; Messianic Prophecies2)

There are three kinds of truth in this world: divine establishment truth; the gospel of Jesus
Christ; and Bible doctrine. When you reject any of these, you are exercising negative
Negative Volition : volition toward what you have rejected. The Laws of Divine Establishment (HTML)
(PDF) (WPD). Salvation (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). The Importance of Bible Doctrine
(HTML) (PDF) (WPD).
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Definition of Terms

Positive volition

When speaking within the confines of a doctrinal message (be it written or verbal),
positive volition is the state of mind for the unbeliever where he is ready to hear the gospel
and believe in Jesus Christ. Positive volition is the state of mind of the believer who is
interested in hearing the truth and will do whatever is necessary to expose himself (or
herself) to the truth.

Rebound
(Restoration to
fellowship with
God)

In the New Testament, this is naming your sins to God, so that you are both restored to
temporal fellowship with God and are then filled with the Spirit of God. In the Old
Testament, naming your sins to God would result in a restoration of fellowship and, in
some cases, the empowerment of the Holy Spirit once again (the Holy Spirit was not given
to all Old Testament believers). The Doctrine of Rebound (HTML) (PDF).

Religion,
Religious

Strictly speaking, religion is man attempting to earn God’s approbation through man’s
efforts, works and/or piety. This is the basis of all religions. Christianity is a relationship
with God through Jesus Christ. We are saved because we stand upon the merit of Jesus
Christ; not because of any good thing in us. See the Doctrine of Religion (Philip. 1:21)
(Chart from Middletown Bible Church) (Christian Ministries International).

Roman Empire

The Roman Empire existed as a unified country between 27 B.C. and 395 A.D. In modern
time, it consisted of the northern shores of Africa, Spain, France, England, Italy, Greece,
Austria, Hungary, Romania, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon and Israel. The Roman Empire was
led by a series of emperors. The first two centuries of the Roman Empire saw a period
of unprecedented stability and prosperity known as the Pax Romana (lit. 'Roman Peace’).

Soul , Human
Soul , Souls

The soul is the immaterial part of man. It has volition, mentality, vocabulary, norms and
standards, conscience, consciousness, self-consciousness, and the sin nature. The
human soul has a technical meaning, where it is contrasted with the human spirit: the
human soul stores up human experience and information about life on earth, while the
human spirit specifically contains information related to God and the spiritual life. Grace
Bible Church of Baytown (Characteristics, Diagram, Soul and Depravity of the Soul,
Battle for Soul Control, Soul Tragedy, Prospering Soul, Soul’s Need for Daily
Doctrine, Soul’s Need #2); Grace Notes (Doctrine of the Soul; PDF).

Synagogue;
Synagogues

Synagogues are consecrated spaces used for the purpose of prayer, the reading aloud
of the Tanakh (the entire Hebrew Bible, including the Torah), the study of the Tanakh, and
to assemble and worship.

Most believe that synagogues were first formed during the Babylonian captivity
(586-537 B.C.). One of the leaders at the end of the Second Temple era, promulgated the
idea of creating individual houses of worship in whatever locale Jews found themselves.*
It is reasonable to suppose that there were formal and informal gatherings prior to this.

The Trinity

God exists in three Persons (God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit), All with
the same divine essence. Doctrine of the Trinity in the Old Testament (HTML) (PDF)
(WPD); Grace Notes (HTML) (PDF); Jack Ballinger (Maranatha Church); Grace Bible
Church (Trinity; Trinity Diagram; Trinity Expressed); Doctrine of the Trinity (Grace
Bible Church).

* Quoted and paraphrased from Wikipedia; accessed February 10, 2018.
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second missionary tour. Acts 17 has Paul (and Silas) teaching in 3 different cities (Thessalonica, Berea and
Athens); getting a mixed response from the people. Luke concentrates on the gentiles as much as the Jews
and upon women as much as men. The highlight of this chapter is Paul’'s extended message on Mars’ Hill.

I ntroduction: Acts 17 picks up where Acts 16 (HTML) (PDF) (WPD) left off. This is a continuation of the

Paul and Silas have come to Europe (represented by Macedonia), and they are moving more and more towards
the gentiles. In Thessalonica, Paul teaches three Saturdays in a row in the synagogue, receiving, generally
speaking, a positive response. However, the Jewish leaders of the synagogue who do not believe Paul’s message
plot against them. They pay off a mob, which causes some destruction, which is then blamed on Paul and Silas.
Paul’s opposition continues to work dishonestly against Silas and him.

They both go to Berea next and the Berean spend a great deal of time checking up on the Scriptures to which Paul
refers when teaching them. They respond well to Paul’s teaching, but the Jews from Thessalonica come down
to Berea and stir up trouble against Paul (he appears to be the primary speaker of this group).

Paul, then, by himself, goes down to Athens (he is guided there). Although he speaks in the synagogues on
Saturday, Paul goes to the marketplace on the other days. He both speaks to the people there and absorbs the
Greek culture. He is taken to council of Areopagus, and they seem to give him a relatively free hearing (that is,
he is allowed to speak freely and this is not a pretext by which they imprison him). Having spoken a marvelous
sermon to the people on Mars’ Hill (= Areopagus), there is a mixed response to Paul. Some believe in Jesus and
many do not.

A title or one or two sentences which describe Acts 17.

Titles and/or Brief Descriptions of Acts 17 (by Various Commentators)

New Matthew Bible: Paul goes to Thessalonica, where the Jews set the city on a roar. Paul escapes and goes
to Athens, where he preaches the true and unknown God.°

Kretzmann’s commentary: Paul and Silas preach the Gospel in Thessalonica and Berea, Paul traveling ahead
of his companions from the latter city to Athens, where he also preaches the truth of the Scriptures and faith
in Jesus.®

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

5 From https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017&version=NMB accessed November 12, 2023.
6 From https:/lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/kpc/acts-17.html accessed November 12, 2023.
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Sometimes, a commentator will begin with a good observation of this chapter of the Bible.

Brief, but insightful observations of Acts 17 (various commentators)

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

As | study a chapter, questions will occur to me—some of them important and many of them minor. Not all of
these questions will be satisfactorily answered.

Some of these questions may not make sense unless you have read Acts 17. There are two translations at
the very end of this chapter if you wanted to do that before proceeding any further in this study.
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It is important to understand what has gone before.

The Prequel to Acts 17

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

We need to know who the people are who populate this chapter.

The Principals of Acts 17

Characters Biographical Material

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

We need to know where this chapter takes place. | may need to eliminate this one.
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By the Numbers

Item Date; duration; size; number

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

At this point, we begin to gather up more details on this chapter.

A Synopsis of Acts 17

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

The ESV (capitalized) is used below:
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Outlines and Summaries of Acts 17 (Various Commentators)

Kretzmann’s Commentary:’

Verses 1-4

Paul and Silas in Thessalonica and Berea.
Preaching at Thessalonica:

Verses 5-9

The tumult raised by the Jews:

Verses 10-14

Preaching in Berea:

Verses 15-21

Paul in Athens.

The arrival and the first discussions:

Verses 22-28

The first part of Paul's speech:

Verses 29-34

The conclusion of Paul and the effect of his sermon:
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The text of the verses was added in, using the ESV (capitalized).

A Synopsis of Acts 17 from the Summarized Bible

Keith L. Brooks, Summarized Bible; Complete Summary of the Bible; ©1919; from e-Sword, Acts 17 (edited).

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

It is helpful to see what came before and what follows in a brief summary.

The Big Picture (Acts 13-18)
Scripture Text/Commentary

Barnabas, Simeon Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen, and Saul begin the first
missionary journey traveling from church in Antioch (which appears to have been a

13 home base) to Cyprus and then to Antioch of Pisidia. Beginning with v. 9, Saul will
be called Paul. When in Pamphylia, John Mark deserted them, returning to
Jerusalem.

Paul and Barnabas continue the missionary journey in lconium, then Lystra. Paul
14 is stoned in Lystra and thought to be dead. They travel back to Antioch (of Syria),
having appointed elders at the local churches which they had established.

" From https:/lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/kpc/acts-17.html accessed November 12, 2023.
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The Big Picture (Acts 13-18)
Scripture Text/Commentary

The believers in Jerusalem began to dispute the things happening outside of
Jerusalem. They believed that believers needed to be circumcised and follow the
Law of Moses. Although Peter stood up against them, still a legalistic compromise
document is put together and sent up north to Antioch to Saul, Barnabas and the
church there.

15
Paul and Barnabas then discuss a second missionary tour, but Barnabas wants to
bring John Mark, and Paul absolutely refuses. As a result, Paul and Barnabas will
go their separate ways. The second missionary tour begins in the final few verses
of this chapter. Paul and Silas travel to Syria and Cilicia.

The second missionary tour goes through Lystra, Macedonia and Philippi. Timothy
16 joins the team, Paul has a vision of Macedonia, Paul and Silas arrested in Philippi,
conversion of their jailer.

The second missionary tour continues through Thessalonica, Berea and Athens.
Paul went three times to the local synagogue in Thessalonica, and is finally
repudiated by the Jewish leaders there, who worry that these “have turned the world
upside down.” The people were more receptive in Berea, checking Paul’s
references in the night after he spoke. In Athens, Paul addresses the Areopagus
and gives a talk on the unknown god.

17

Paul completes the 2™ missionary journey, going next to Corinth and then returning
to Antioch. Paul meets Priscilla and Aquila, who had come there from Rome, since
Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome at that time. Jewish leaders bring Paul
before Gallio, but Gallio refused to rule on religious matters. It appears that Paul
should have remained longer in Ephesus, but did not. However, he left Priscilla and
Aquila there. A Jewish teacher named Apollos also taught the eager Ephesians.

18

At the end of this chapter, Paul begins the 3™ missionary tour.
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The first chapter heading sometimes does double duty, giving an overall view of the chapter and/or telling what
the first section is about. Sometimes, it strict speaks of the first section.

Paragraph Divisions of Modern Translations for Acts 17

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB (FOLLOWS MT)
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Paragraph Divisions of Modern Translations for Acts 17

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB (FOLLOWS MT)

From www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%205&version=NASB;NKJV;NRSV;CEB;CEV; conceptinspired
by Dr. Bob Utley.
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Changes—additions and subtractions:

After adding the Worrell New Testament, | first placed it with the Weird/Anachronistic translations. | have decided
to move it to the literal translations group.

When | began the 2™ draft for the book of Luke, around Luke 9, | began to add quite a large number of English
translations and versions: the Holy Aramaic Scriptures, J. B. Phillips version, the Casual English Bible, the
Goodspeed New Testament, the Plain English Version, the Radiant New Testament, the Hebrew Names Version,
the NRSV (Anglicized Cath. Ed.), the New Matthew Bible and the Revised Geneva Translation (these last two have
been around for a hundred years or more. Time will tell which ones of these provide enough of a unique viewpoint
to keep, and which do not.

Benjamin Brodie has a nice translation for Acts, which | will include. At some point, | will simply drop out the Bond
Slave version, which is not really much different from the King James Version.

The Dictionary of Terms has been set up with hyperlinks so that, when you come across the first use of a
technical term in this document, you can click on that hyper-linked word and it will take you to its entry in the
Definition of Terms. You may also click on that hyperlinked word in the left column, and you will be taken back
to where you were in the text originally.

At the completion of every verse, | will insert the Kukis mostly literal translation of that verse. At the end of every
passage, | will add both the Kukis mostly literal translation and the Kukis paraphrase.

| continue to avoid using corrections or clarifications in the literal translation, preferring instead to insert words
which are not there in order to coincide with good English sense. So, instead of they came to..., | might instead
write, [Paul and Silas] came to... In the past, | would have written, they [that is, Paul and Silas] came to...

In the past, | used to translated dé (6¢€) [pronounced deh] as, but. However, most of the time, there was no actual
contrast being made. More often, this particle simply moved the action along. Therefore, | will begin to translate
it, now or then.

I drew from hundreds of sources for this chapter. | literally stand on the shoulders of thousands of men in order
to put this document together.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines
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As always, 3 separate translations will be produced for each verse. The slavishly literal translation attempts to
preserve word order and number, making it more literal than Young’s translation (however, | do not preserve the
consistency of the translation that Young does). The moderately literal translation may add or delete a definite
article, change the number of a noun to correspond with the English sense of thinking, and the order is often
changed in order to better represent our English sentence structure. The paraphrase is an attempt to give a
thought-for-thought interpretation of what each verse tells us.

Paul and Silas in Thessalonica (Greeks Respond; Jewish Leaders Form a Mob)

Kukis slavishly literal: Kukis mostly literal translation:

Having passed through Amphipolis and
Now passing through the Amphipolis and the Apollonia, they traveled towards
Apollonia, they went towards Thessalonica, Thessalonica, where [there] was a synagogue
where was a synagogue of the Jews. Now, of the Jews. According to Paul’s custom, he
according to the habit for Paul, he entered in entered in [to the synagogue and spoke]
face to face with them, and over Sabbaths directly to them [that is, to the Jews there].
three he discussed with them from the Acts Over three Sabbaths, he reasoned with them
Scriptures, opening [them] up and placing 17:1-3  from the Scriptures, opening [them] up and
beside [them] that the Christ was necessary placing [them beside the advent of Jesus,
to keep being affected and to be raised up out saying] “It was necessary for the Messiah to
from deaths. “And keeps on being the Christ have suffered and to be raised up from among
the Jesus, Whom | keep on proclaiming to the dead ones. Jesus keeps on being the
you [all].” Messiah, Whom | keep on proclaiming to you

[all].”
Kukis paraphrase

Paul and company first passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, traveling towards Thessalonica, where
there was a synagogue of the Jews. Paul continued his custom of entering into the synagogue and
proclaiming the message of Jesus directly to the Jews in attendance. Over three consecutive Sabbaths,
Paul reasoned with the Jews in attendance from the Scriptures by reading specific passages and then
setting these readings right next to the life and acts of Jesus. He told them, “It was necessary for the
Messiah to suffer and to be raised up from the dead. Jesus continues being the Messiah of the Scriptures;
the One | keep on proclaiming to you.”

Here is how others have translated this passage:

Ancient texts: | will use the Westcott-Hort Greek text as the basis for my English translation. | use
that test primarily because e-sword has a nice module by Rob Wolfram which has
the interlinear English text, Strong’s #'s, and the Greek morphology. The e-sword
tab is IWH+P. | do not use their English text for my translation. Also, throughout,
| take in consideration alternate readings.

As a young Christian, | was quite interested in the alternative readings. After many
decades of study, | have found that, as with the Hebrew text, disputed readings
rarely have any affect on the interpretation of a text (apart from perhaps a half-
dozen fairly well-known alternate readings, like the end of the book of Mark).

I will compare the Greek text to English translations of the Latin and Syriac
(= Aramaic) texts, using the Douay-Rheims translation® and George Lamsa’s

8| have begun to doubt my e-sword Douay-Rheims version, so | now use www.latinvulgate.com.



http://www.latinvulgate.com

Acts 17

Ancient texts:

Westcott-Hort Text (Greek)

Complete Apostles’ Bible

16

translation from the Syriac. | often update these texts with non-substantive changes
(e.g., you for thou, etc.).

In general, the Latin text is an outstanding translation from the Hebrew text into
Latin and very trustworthy (I say this as a non-Catholic). Unfortunately, | do not
read Latin—apart from some very obvious words—so | am dependent upon the
English translation of the Latin (principally, the Douay-Rheims translation).

The Septuagint and the Dead Sea Scrolls are irrelevant, as they preceded the
writing of the New Testament by over 200 years.

Underlined words indicate differences in the text.

Now passing through the Amphipolis and the Apollonia, they went towards
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews. Now, according to the habit for
Paul, he entered in face to face with them, and over Sabbaths three he discussed
with them from the Scriptures, opening [them] up and placing beside [them] that the
Christ was necessary to keep being affected and to be raised up out from deaths.
“And keeps on being the Christ the Jesus, Whom | keep on proclaiming to you [all].”
Now traveling through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where
there was a synagogue of the Jews.

And according to Paul's custom, he went in to them, and for three Sabbaths he
reasoned with them from the Scriptures,

interpreting and pointing out that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer, and to
arise from the dead, and saying that "This is the Christ, Jesus, whom | proclaim to
you."

Douay-Rheims 1899 (Amer.) And when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to

Holy Aramaic Scriptures®

James Murdock’s Syriac NT

Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.

And Paul, according to his custom, went in unto them. And for three sabbath days
he reasoned with them out of the scriptures:

Declaring and insinuating that the Christ was to suffer and to rise again from the
dead; and that this is Jesus Christ, whom | preach to you.

And they passed by Amphipulis {Amphipolis} and Apalunia {Apollonia} cities, and
they came unto Thesalunigi {Thessalonica}, where there was a Kenushtha
d'Yehudaye {a Synagogue of Judeans/the Jews}.

And Paulus {Paul} went in unto them, as was his custom, and for three Shabe
{Sabbaths} was speaking with them from The Kathabe {The Scriptures},

where he was explaining and was showing that Meshikha {The Anointed One} had
been destined that He should suffer, and that He should rise from the place of the
dead, that is to say, Eshu Meshikha {Yeshua, The Anointed One}, this One whom
I am Declaring unto you.

And they passed through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia, and came to
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews.

And Paul, as was his custom, went in to them; and during three sabbaths he
discoursed with them from the scriptures;

expounding and showing, that the Messiah was to suffer, and to arise from the
dead, and that this Jesus whom | announce to you is the Messiah.

® From https://theholyaramaicscriptures.weebly.com/
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Original Aramaic NT®

Significant differences:

English Translations:

The Book of Acts

They passed unto the cities Amphipolis and Apollonia and they came to
Thessaloniqa where there was a synagogue of the Jews.

And Paulus entered as he was accustomed with them, and on the third Sabbath he
spoke with them from the Scripture,

As he was expounding and showing: "The Messiah was going to suffer and rise
from the grave, and he is Yeshua The Messiah, this one whom | proclaim to you."

I have included translations which | disagree with and footnotes that | do not
necessarily agree with. If | believe that the author is too far from the truth, | may
even address that at the footnote. However, nearly all of the correct commentary
will be found following the Greek text box and the translation of each phrase.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English

Bible in Worldwide English

Easy English

Easy-to-Read Version—2008

God’s Word™

Now when they had gone through Amphipolis and Apollonia they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Synagogue of the Jews:

And Paul, as he generally did, went in to them, and on three Sabbath days had
discussions with them from the holy Writings,

Saying to them clearly and openly that Christ had to be put to death and come back
to life again; and that this Jesus, whom, he said, | am preaching to you, is the
Christ.

Paul and Silas went through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia. Then they
reached the town of Thessalonica. Here the Jews had a meeting place. As he had
done in other places, Paul went into it. On three Sabbath days he explained what
was written in the holy writings. He proved these things from the writings. He said.
It was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise again from death. And this
Jesus, whom | am talking about, is the Christ.

What happened in Thessalonica

Paul and his friends continued their journey. They went through the two towns
called Amphipolis and Apollonia. Then they arrived in the city of Thessalonica.
There was a Jewish meeting place there. Paul went to the meeting place, as he
usually did on a Jewish day of rest. On three rest days, he spoke God's message
to the people there. He read from the Bible and he explained what it meant. He told
the people what was true about God's Messiah. He used the Bible to show them
clearly that the Messiah had to suffer and die. He also showed them that the
Messiah had to become alive again. Paul said to them, ‘| have been telling you
about Jesus. He is the Messiah that God has sent to us.’

| Amphipolis and Apollonia were in the country called Greece.

Paul and Silas traveled through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia. They came
to the city of Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. Paul went into
the synagogue to see the Jews as he always did. The next three weeks, on each
Sabbath day, he discussed the Scriptures with them. He explained the Scriptures
to show them that the Messiah had to die and then rise from death. He said, "This
Jesus that | am telling you about is the Messiah."

Paul and Silas traveled through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to
the city of Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue. As usual, Paul went into
the synagogue. On three consecutive days of worship, he had discussions about
Scripture with the synagogue members. He explained and showed them that the

' The Aramaic English

Interlinear New Testament (7th edition), translated by Rev. David Bauscher.

http://www.aramaicnt.com/ ©2006.
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Good News Bible (TEV)

J. B. Phillips

The Message

NIRV

New Life Version
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Messiah had to suffer, die, and come back to life, and that Jesus, the person he
talked about, was this Messiah.

Paul and Silas traveled on through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue. According to his usual habit Paul
went to the synagogue. There during three Sabbaths he held discussions with the
people, quoting and explaining the Scriptures, and proving from them that the
Messiah had to suffer and rise from death. "This Jesus whom | announce to you,"
Paul said, "is the Messiah."

Bitter opposition at Thessalonica—

Next day they journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia and arrived at
Thessalonica. Here there was a synagogue of the Jews which Paul entered,
following his usual custom.

On three Sabbath days he argued with them from the scriptures, explaining and
quoting passages to prove the necessity for the death of Christ and his rising again
from the dead. “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you,” he concluded, “is God’s
Christ!”

Thessalonica

They took the road south through Amphipolis and Apollonia to Thessalonica, where
there was a community of Jews. Paul went to their meeting place, as he usually did
when he came to a town, and for three Sabbaths running he preached to them from
the Scriptures. He opened up the texts so they understood what they’d been
reading all their lives: that the Messiah absolutely had to be put to death and raised
from the dead—there were no other options—and that “this Jesus I’'m introducing
you to is that Messiah.”

Paul and Silas Arrive in Thessalonica

Paul and those traveling with him passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia. They
came to Thessalonica. A Jewish synagogue was there. Paul went into the
synagogue as he usually did. For three Sabbath days in a row he talked with the
Jews about the Scriptures. He explained and proved that the Messiah had to suffer
and rise from the dead. “This Jesus | am telling you about is the Messiah!” he said.
Paul and Silas Start a Church in Thessalonica

After Paul and Silas had gone through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia, they
came to the city of Thessalonica. The Jews had a place of worship there. Paul went
in as he always did. They gathered together each Day of Rest for three weeks and
he taught them from the Holy Writings. He showed them that Christ had to suffer
and rise again from the dead. He said, “| preach this Jesus to you. He is the Christ.”

Thought-for-thought translations; dynamic translations; paraphrases:

Casual English Bible™

ACTS 17

PAUL WORKING THE GREEK CROWD

LOCATION THESSALONICA: PAUL STIRS UP ANOTHER RIOT

Paul and Silas headed southwest and passed through the coastal towns of
Amphipolis and Apollonia. [1] They came to the town of Thessalonica. [2] Jews
worshiped at a synagogue there. Paul did his usual thing: he went to synagogue
services every Sabbath day. He did that for three weeks, trying to reason with the
people by supporting his arguments with Scripture. He pointed out Bible passages
that said the Messiah had to suffer, die, and rise from the dead. [3] Paul told the
people, “This Jesus I'm telling you about is the Messiah.”

17:1Both towns were near the northern coast of the Aegean Sea, a body of water
that lies between what is now Turkey in the east and Greece in the west. The towns

" From https://lwww.casualenglishbible.com/
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Contemporary English V.

New Berkeley Version
New Living Translation

The Passion Translation

Plain English Version'

UnfoldingWord Simplified T.

The Book of Acts

were on a famous Roman road called the Via Egnatia, which ran east and west
across northern Greece.

217:1Thessalonica was a fishing town directly on the northern coast of the Aegean
Sea. Now called Thessaloniki, it was roughly a 300-mile (482-km) walk along the
coastal roads north of Athens. It was about the same distance by sea. The walk
would take a couple of weeks. The voyage, with favorable winds, could take just
three or four days.

317:30ne of the Bible passages Paul may have used to support his argument that
the Messiah needed to suffer and die: Isaiah 52:13—53:12. Some Bible experts call
this the “Suffering Servant” passage. Many Jews who read this passage, however,
say they don’t believe it refers to Jesus. They argue that the suffering servant is the
Jewish nation.

After Paul and his friends had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they went
on to Thessalonica. A Jewish meeting place was in that city. So as usual, Paul
went there to worship, and on three Sabbaths he spoke to the people. He used the
Scriptures to show them that the Messiah had to suffer, but that he would rise from
death. Paul also told them that Jesus is the Messiah he was preaching about.

Paul Preaches in Thessalonica

Paul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia and
came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. As was Paul's
custom, he went to the synagogue service, and for three Sabbaths in a row he used
the Scriptures to reason with the people. He explained the prophecies and proved
that the Messiah must suffer and rise from the dead. He said, “This Jesus I'm telling
you about is the Messiah.”

After passing through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia, Paul and Silas arrived
at Thessalonica. As they customarily did, they went to the synagogue to speak to
the Jews from the Torah scrolls. For three weeks Paul challenged them by
explaining the truth and proving to them the reality of the gospel—that the Messiah
had to suffer and die, then rise again from among the dead. He made it clear to
them, saying, “I come to announce to you that Jesus is the Anointed One, the
Messiah!”

Paul told people in Thessalonica about Jesus

Paul and Silas went through the towns called Amfipolis and Apollonia, and they got
to a town called Thessalonica. There was a Jewish meeting house there, so Paul
went to that meeting house on the next Saturday to tell the people about Jesus. He
used to do that in all the towns and cities that he went to. Paul went to that meeting
house in Thessalonica each Saturday for 3 weeks, and he read some parts of God’s
book and talked about them to the people there. They were the parts where God’s
men wrote about the special man that God promised to send, called the Christ.
They wrote that people will hurt God’s special man, and kill him, but then God will
make him alive again. And Paul said, “Jesus is that special man that God sent to
save us. People killed him, but God made him alive again.”

They traveled through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to the city
of Thessalonica. There was a Jewish meeting place there. On the sabbath Paul
went to the meeting place as he usually did. For three weeks he went there on each
sabbath day. He spoke to the people about how the scriptures said that Jesus
would be the Messiah. He showed from the scriptures that the prophets wrote that
the Messiah would have to die and come alive again. He said, "This man Jesus is
the Messiah. He died and became alive again, just like the prophets said he would."

12 From https://lwww.bible.com/versions/2530-PEV-plain-english-version
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Now they traveled on through Amphipolis and Apollonia until they reached
Thessalonica. Here there was a Jewish synagogue. So Paul, as he usually did,
went to the synagogue, and for three sabbaths discussed with them the Scriptures,
explaining them and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and said, "This very Jesus whom | proclaim to you is the Christ."

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

From there they traveled through AmphiPolis and Apollonia to ThesSalonica,
where there was a Jewish synagogue. And as it was Paul’s custom, he went inside
and reasoned with [the Jews] from the Scriptures for three Sabbaths.
He opened [the scriptures] and proved that the Anointed One had to suffer and be
resurrected from the dead.
Then he said:

‘This Jesus whom I’'m preaching to you is that Anointed OneY’

Beck’s American Translation .

Breakthrough Version

Common English Bible

Len Gane Paraphrase™

After making their way through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they went into
Thessalonica where there was a synagogue of the Jewish people. According to
what had been a custom for Paul, he went in to them and over three Sabbaths had
discussions with them out of the Old Testament writings, completely opening and
placing beside them that it was necessary for the Anointed King to suffer and to
come back to life from the dead. And, "This is the Anointed King Jesus whom |
announce to you."

More troubles for Paul

Paul and Silas journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, then came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. As was Paul's custom, he
entered the synagogue and for three Sabbaths interacted with them on the basis
of the scriptures. Through his interpretation of the scriptures, he demonstrated that
the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. He declared, “This Jesus whom |
proclaim to you is the Christ.”

Now after they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica where there was a Jewish synagogue. Then Paul, as was his habit,
went in to them and for three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the
Scriptures, explaining and proving that Christ must have had to suffer and rise again
from the dead, and that this Jesus whom | preach to you is Christ.

A. Campbell's Living Oracles And taking their journey through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to

New Advent (Knox) Bible

NT for Everyone

Thessalonica; where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And according to Paul's
custom, he entered in among them, and discoursed to them for three Sabbaths
from the scriptures; opening them, and evidently showing that the Messiah ought
to suffer, and to rise from the dead; and that this is the Messiah, even Jesus, whom
| declare to you.

They continued their journey through Amphipolis and Apollonia, and so reached
Thessalonica. Here the Jews had a synagogue, and Paul, as his custom was, paid
them a visit there. Over a space of three sabbaths he reasoned with them out of the
scriptures, expounding these and bringing proofs from them that the sufferings of
Christ and his rising from the dead were fore-ordained; the Christ, he said, is none
other than the Jesus whom | am preaching to you.

Another king!

Paul and Silas traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, and came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. Paul went there, as he usually
did, and for three sabbaths he spoke to them, expounding the scriptures,

'3 William's New Testament - 1937 by Charles B. Williams.
% Paraphrase by Len Gane ©2006-2012 All Rights Reserved. Based on the Textus Receptus. Aka the Welcome Bible.
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interpreting and explaining that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to
rise from the dead, and that “This Jesus, that | am announcing to you, is the
Messiah.”

After passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, Paul and Silas came to
Thessalonica. Here the Jews had a Synagogue; And, following his usual custom,
Paul joined them, and for three Sabbaths addressed them, drawing his arguments
from the Scriptures. He laid before them and explained that the Christ must
undergo suffering and rise from the dead; and "It is this man," he declared, "who is
the Christ--this Jesus about whom | am telling you."

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Christian Standard Bible

Conservapedia Translation

Ferrar-Fenton Bible

God’s Truth (Tyndale)

International Standard V

Weymouth New Testament

A Short Ministry in Thessalonica

After they passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a Jewish synagogue. As usual, Paul wentinto the synagogue, and
on three Sabbath days reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and
proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and rise from the dead: “This
Jesus | am proclaiming to you is the Messiah.”

Now when they has traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where a Jewish synagogue was located. Paul, as usual, went in to
them, and debated with them on three Sabbath days, arguing from Scripture,
explaining and showing logically, "Christ had to suffer, and rise again from the dead,
and this Jesus, Whom | preach to you, is Christ."

Persecution at Thessalonica.

Travelling then through Amphipolis, and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a Jewish synagogue. And Paul, as was his custom, went in
among them, and for three Sabbaths discussed with them from the Scriptures,
illustrating and proving that the Messiah must suffer, and rise again from the dead;
"and that this Jesus, whom | proclaim to you, is the Messiah."

As they made their journey through Amphipolis, and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica where was a Synagogue of the Jewes. And Paul as his manner was
went in unto them, and three Saboth days declared out of the scripture unto them,
opening and alleging that Christ must needs have suffered and risen again from
death, and that this Jesus was Christ, whom (said he) | preach to you.

Paul and Silas in Thessalonica

Paul and Silas [Lit. They] traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue.

As usual, Paul entered there and on three Sabbaths discussed the Scriptures with
them. He explained and showed them that the Messiah [Or Christ] had to suffer and
rise from the dead: “This very Jesus whom | proclaim to you is the Messiah.” [Or
Christ]

Then, passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they went to Thessalonica. Here
there was a synagogue of the Jews.

Paul--following his usual custom--betook himself to it, and for three successive
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, which he clearly explained,
pointing out that it had been necessary for the Christ to suffer and rise again from
the dead, and insisting, "The Jesus whom | am announcing to you is the Christ."

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

Christian Community (1988)'°

Difficulties in Thessalonica

'3 From https://lwww.bibliacatolica.com.br/christian-community-bible/Acts/
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New American Bible (2011)

New Catholic Bible

New Jerusalem Bible

22

* Paul and Silas took the road through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. As Paul used to do, he went
to the synagogue and on three Sabbaths he held discussions with them about the
Scriptures. He explained and proved to them that the Messiah had to suffer and
rise from the dead, and he said, “Such a Messiah is this Jesus whom | am
proclaiming to you.”

The footnote for Acts 16:1 has been placed in the Addendum.

1Thes 2:2

13:14

9:20; 18:5

And traveling through Amphipolis and Apollonia they came into Thessalonica,
where was a synagogue of the Jews;

And according to custom with Paul, he went in to them, and upon three
Sabbaths spoke thoroughly with them from the Scriptures,

Opening thoroughly and setting forth that Christ must have suffered, and to
have risen again out of the dead, and that he is the Christ, Jesus, whom | preach
to you.

Paul in Thessalonica.

When they took the road through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they reached
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.?

Following his usual custom, Paul joined them, and for three sabbaths he entered
into discussions with them from the scriptures, expounding and demonstrating that
the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead, and that “This is the Messiah,
Jesus, whom | proclaim to you.”b

a.[17:1] 1 Thes 2:1-2.

b. [17:3] 3:18; Lk 24:25-26, 46.

Paul in Thessalonica.? After they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia,
they reached Thessalonica®™ where there was a Jewish synagogue. Following his
usual practice, Paul went in, and for three Sabbaths he argued with them from the
Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and
rise from the dead. “And the Christ,” he said, “is this Jesus whom | am proclaiming
to you.”

[a] Jewish groups resent the rise of Christian communities as a rival enterprise and
a risk for their peaceful establishment in the cities of the Empire—something that
is always precarious. Unless the Jews accept Jesus as the fulfilment of the
Scriptures, they can do nothing but be opposed to such communities.

The community of the Thessalonians will later receive the first two Letters written
by Paul, which enable us to glimpse the fervor and anxieties of a young Church.
The substance of Paul’'s preaching at Thessalonica is summed up in verse 3: there
we find the general structure of the discourses of Acts. A woman once again
appears in a new role (Acts 17:12; 18:2) and is even named for her own sake, with
no reference to a man (Acts 17:34). Christian lay people suffer in the name of the
apostles. The opposition they encounter is on the juridical level. The confrontation
with the Roman world will take place on a political level, where Roman culture and
civilization are better expressed.

[b] Amphipolis . . . Thessalonica: cities on the so-called Egnatian Way, which ran
east and west through Greece and also included Philippi. Thessalonica was the
capital of Macedonia with a population of more than 200,000, and it lay about 100
miles from Philippi.

Passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they eventually reached Thessalonica,
where there was a Jewish synagogue. Paul as usual went in and for three
consecutive Sabbaths developed the arguments from scripture for them, explaining
and proving how it was ordained that the Christ should suffer and rise from the
dead. 'And the Christ', he said, 'is this Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you.'
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Revised English Bible—1989 THEY now travelled by way of Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica,

where there was a Jewish synagogue.

Following his usual practice Paul went to their meetings; and for the next three
sabbaths he argued with them, quoting texts of scripture which he expounded and
applied to show that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead. “And this
Jesus”, he said, “whom | am proclaiming to you is the Messiah.”

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

Hebraic Roots Bible

Holy New Covenant Trans.

The Scriptures 2009

Tree of Life Version

After passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, Sha’ul and Sila came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue. According to his usual practice,
Sha'ul went in; and on three Shabbats he gave them drashes from the Tanakh,
explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise again from the dead,
and that “this Yeshua whom | am proclaiming to you is the Messiah.”

And traveling through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where
there was a synagogue of the Jews. And according to Paul's custom, he went in
to them and reasoned with them from the Scriptures on three Sabbaths, opening
and setting forth that the Messiah must have suffered and to have risen from the
dead, and that this is the Messiah, Yahshua, whom | preach to you.

Paul and Silas traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia. Then they
came to the city of Thessalonica. In that city there was a Jewish house of worship.
According to Paul’'s custom, he went to them in this house of worship, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures. Paul explained and
clearly showed that the Messiah must die and then rise from death. Paul said, "This
Jesus, whom | announce to you, is the Messiah!"

And having passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonike,
where there was a congregation of the Yehudim.

And according to his practice, Sha’ul went in unto them, and for three Sabbaths was
reasoning with them from the Scriptures,

explaining and pointing out that the Messiah had to suffer and rise again from the
dead, and saying, “This is the Messiah, '‘niwy, whom | proclaim to you.”

After passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where
there was a Jewish synagogue. As was his custom, Paul went to the Jewish
people; and for three Shabbatot, he debated the Scriptures with them. He opened
them and gave evidence that Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead, saying,
“This Yeshua, whom | declare to you, is the Messiah.”

Weird English, ®lbe English, Anachronistic English Translations:

Accurate New Testament'®

Alpha & Omega Bible

...Traveling but the amphipolis and the apollonia [Men] come to thessalonica where
was Assembly [of] the jews in but the [thing] having practiced [by] the paul [He]
enters to them and to breaks (weekly) three [He] discusses [with] them from the
writings Opening {them} and Presenting for the christ was (necessary) to suffer and
to stand (up) from [men] dead and for This is The Christ The Jesus whom |
announce [to] you®...

NOW WHEN THEY HAD TRAVELED THROUGH AMPHIPOLIS AND APOLLONIA,
THEY CAME TO THESSALONICA, WHERE THERE WAS A SYNAGOGUE OF
THE [local] JEWS.

AND ACCORDING TO PAULOS' (Paul's) NORMAL ROUTINE, HE WENT TO
THEM, AND FOR THREE SABBATHS (7th Day of Rest & Worship. i.e. Saturdays)
REASONED WITH THEM FROM THE SCRIPTURES (Greek Septuagint Old
Testament),

'® The Accurate New Testament; First Edition; Copyright 2008 Mark D. Harness. Www.lookhigher.com
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Awful Scroll Bible

Concordant Literal Version
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Orthodox Jewish Bible
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EXPLAINING AND GIVING EVIDENCE THAT THE CHRIST HAD TO SUFFER
AND RISE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, AND SAYING,“THIS JESUS WHOM | AM
PROCLAIMING TO YOU IS THE CHRIST.”
And proceeding-through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they come into Thessalonica,
where was the drawing-together of the Jews.
Moreover Paul, having been accustomed along down, goes-in with regards to them,
and over three sabbaths, he was speaking-through with them of the Writings,
thoroughly-opening-up and himself setting-before them that, the Anointed One was
necessitating to sadly suffer, and to rise-up out of the dead and that, "This-same
Jesus, whom | accordingly-herald to yous, is the Anointed One."
Now, traversing Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there
was a synagogue of the Jews."
Now, as was Paul's custom, he entered to them, and on three sabbaths he argues
with them from the scriptures, opening up and placing before them that the Christ
must suffer and rise from among the dead, and that "This One is the Christ - the
Jesus Whom | am announcing to you."
ON TO THESSALONIKEE
And passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia
they come to Thessalonikee;
where there is a synagogue of the Yah Hudiym:
and as his custom, Paulos comes to them,
and for three shabbaths
reasons with them from the scriptures
- opening and setting forth
that the Messiah needed to suffer
and rise from the dead;
and that this Yah Shua whom | evangelize to you,
is the Messiah.
Now having passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, Rav Sha'ul and Sila came
to Thessalonica, where there was a shul.
And as he did bekvius (regularly), Rav Sha'ul joined their minyan, and on shloshah
Shabbatot, he gave them drashot from the Kitvei HaKodesh,
Making a Messianic midrash (homiletical interpretation of the Scriptures) and giving
the pshat (rationale) for the yissurim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, that it was
necessary for him to suffer and to stand up alive from the Mesim, saying, "This one
is the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, this Yehoshua whom | am proclaiming to you."

§ 28. Paul proceeds by Thessalonica and Beroea to Athens.

Chapter 17.

And |travelling through Amphipolis and Apollonia| they came to Thessalonica, where
was a synagogue of the Jews; and |according to Paul's custom| he went in unto
them, and [for three sabbaths| reasoned with them from the Scriptures,—opening
up_and setting forth, that it was needful for ||the Christ|| to suffer_and to arise from
among the dead; and [saying]

[|This|| is the Christ,—||Jesus|| whom |[|I|| am declaring unto you.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

Paul at Thessalonica

Now after Paul and Silas had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came
to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul entered the
synagogue, as was his Flcustom, and for three Sabbaths he engaged in discussion
and friendly debate with them from the Scriptures, explaining and pointing out
[scriptural evidence] that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and rise from the
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dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom | am proclaiming to you, is the Christ (the
Messiah, the Anointed).”
[a] Paul had earlier announced that he was turning to the Gentiles (13:46), but he
nevertheless kept to his practice of speaking to Jews first while focusing primarily
on Gentiles.
Now when they [Note: A change from the use of “we” to “they” suggests that the
writer Luke remained behind in Philippi at this point] had traveled through the
[Macedonian] towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to [the city of]
Thessalonica where there was a Jewish synagogue. As his custom was, Paul went
into the synagogue, [and] for three Sabbath days [in a row] he taught them from the
Scriptures, explaining and declaring that it was necessary for Christ to suffer and
[then] rise again from the dead. Paul was saying, “This Jesus, whom | am
proclaiming to you, is the Christ.”
Paul and Silas in Thessalonica
-Paul and Silas [- They] traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to
Thessalonica [©a city on the Via Egnatia, the major road on the northern Aegean
coast] where there was a synagogue. Paul went into the synagogue as he -always
[customarily] did [ speaking to the Jews first], and on each Sabbath day for three
weeks, he -talked [discussed; or argued; reasoned] with -his fellow Jews [-them]
about the Scriptures. He explained and proved that the -Christ [Messiah; © Christ
in Greek and Messiah in Hebrew mean “anointed one”] must -die [-suffer] and then
rise from the dead [3:18]. He said, “This Jesus | am -telling you about [proclaiming
to you] is the -Christ [Messiah].”
So after making their way through Amphipolis and then Ampollonia, they came into
Thessalonica — where there was a synagogue of the Jews.
Now corresponding to the custom having been normally practiced by Paul, he went
into [their] midst to face them (= to join their meeting), and thus, upon three
[consecutive] sabbaths he laid out thoughts and ideas to them through reasoning
from the Scriptures (or: he held thorough discussion with them from out of the
writings; he led a dialogue through [a path] from the midst of the Scriptures for
them),
thoroughly and progressively opening [them] up and repeatedly placing [them] side-
by-side (= explaining and setting forth proofs) that it had continued binding and
necessary for the Anointed One (the Christ) to experience, and at some point to
suffer, but then to rise (stand back up again) from out of the midst of dead folks —
and [saying] that "This Jesus, Whom | myself am now fully announcing to (or:
progressively publishing down among) you folks, is the Anointed One (the Christ)."
Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews.
{Note: Change of tense indicates Luke departed from them at this point. The rest
went on.}
{Note: Through big cities, Paul must have been aware there were no pockets of
people with positive volition at the point of God consciousness so he passed
through to where there were positive people - in this case Thessalonica.}
And Paul, according to his established custom, went in face to face with them
{speaking opportunity}, and three Sabbath days engaged in dialogs {communicated
doctrine categorically} with them from the ultimate source of the scriptures, opening
their minds and depositing {doctrine}, that the Messiah {Christ} was always
obligated to have suffered, and risen again from the dead . . . and that this Jesus,
Whom | keep on preaching unto you, is Christ.
{Note: Christ was revealed in the Old Testament scriptures. Paul, using the dialog
technique was explaining to the Jews in the synagogue the meaning of the rituals
and 'Shadow Christology of the Old Testament'.}

In Thessalonica, Paul convinced many people that Jesus is the Messiah.
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Acts 17:1-4
Paul and Silas traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia fowns and arrived at
Thessalonica city. There was a Jewish meeting place there. <On the Sabbath/On
the Jewish rest day» Paul went into the meeting house, as he usually did. For three
weeks he went there on each Jewish day of rest. Referring to the Scriptures about
the Messiah, he spoke to the people who were there. He explained and showed
that the prophets wrote that the Messiah needed to die and <to become alive
again/to be raised from the dead afterwards». He told them: “This man Jesus,
whom | am telling you about, is our Messiah. He died and became alive again, just
like the prophets predicted.”
After leaving Philippi and passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, Paul and Silas
came to Thessalonica. There was a Jewish synagogue there. As he had done in
other cities, Paul attended the synagogue and presented arguments, based on the
Hebrew Scriptures, that the Anointed had to suffer and rise from the dead.
Paul: Who is this suffering and rising Anointed One | am proclaiming to you? He is
Jesus.
He came back the next two Sabbaths—repeating the same pattern.

Bible Translations with a Lot of Footnotes:

Lexham Bible

NET Bible®

Attacked by a Mob in Thessalonica

Now after they [*Here “after " is supplied as a component of the participle (“traveled through”) which
is understood as temporal] traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And as was his custom,
[Literally “and in accordance with what he was accustomed to”] Paul went in to them and on
three Sabbath days he discussed with them from the scriptures, explaining and
demonstrating that it was necessary for the Christ [Or “Messiah”] to suffer and to rise
from the dead, and saying , “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you is the
Christ.” [Or “Messiah”]

Paul and Silas at Thessalonica

After they traveled through' Amphipolis’> and Apollonia,® they came to
Thessalonica,* where there was a Jewish synagogue.® Paul went to the Jews in the
synagogue,® as he customarily did, and on three Sabbath days he addressed’ them
from the scriptures, explaining and demonstrating® that the Christ® had to suffer and
to rise from the dead,'® saying,"" “This Jesus | am proclaiming to you is the Christ.”'?
"mBDAG 250 s.v. d108sUw 1 has “go, travel through” for this verse.

" Amphipolis. The capital city of the southeastern district of Macedonia (BDAG 55
s.v. Au@ittoAig). It was a military post. From Philippi this was about 33 mi (53 km).
%" Apollonia was a city in Macedonia about 27 mi (43 km) west southwest of
Amphipolis.

4" Thessalonica (modern Salonica) was a city in Macedonia about 33 mi (53 km)
west of Apollonia. It was the capital of Macedonia. The road they traveled over was
called the Via Egnatia. It is likely they rode horses, given their condition in Philippi.
The implication of v. 1 is that the two previously mentioned cities lacked a
synagogue.

™3 For location see JP1-C1; JP2-C1; JP3-C1; JP4-Category #1.

*nSee the note on synagogue in 6:9.

" Grk “he went in to them”; the referent (the Jews in the synagogue) has been
specified in the translation for clarity.

"nAlthough the word dieAé€aro (dielexato; from diaAéyopai, dialegomai) is frequently
translated “reasoned,” “disputed,” or “argued,” this sense comes from its classical
meaning where it was used of philosophical disputation, including the Socratic
method of questions and answers. However, there does not seem to be contextual
evidence for this kind of debate in Acts 17:2. As G. Schrenk (TDNT 2:94-95) points
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out, “What is at issue is the address which any qualified member of a synagogue
might give.” Other examples of this may be found in the NT in Matt 4:23 and Mark
1:21.

8"BDAG 772 s.v. TapartiOnui 2.b has “demonstrate, point out” here.

% QOr “Messiah”; both “Christ” (Greek) and “Messiah” (Hebrew and Aramaic) mean
‘one who has been anointed.”

*"See the note on Christ in 2:31.

%" The Christ had to suffer and to rise from the dead. These two points (suffering
and resurrection) would have been among the more controversial aspect