
The Melchizedek Special

These studies are designed for believers in Jesus Christ only.  If you have exercised faith in Christ, then
you are in the right place.  If you have not, then you need to heed the words of our Lord, Who said, “For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten [or, uniquely-born] Son, so that every [one]
believing [or, trusting] in Him shall not perish, but shall be have eternal life!  For God did not send His
Son into the world so that He should judge the world, but so that the world shall be saved through Him. 
The one believing [or, trusting] in Him is not judged, but the one not believing has already been judged,
because he has not believed in the Name of the only-begotten [or, uniquely-born] Son of God.”
(John 3:16–18).  “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life! No one comes to the Father except through
[or, by means of] Me!” (John 14:6). 

Every study of the Word of God ought to be preceded by a naming of your sins to God.  This restores
you to fellowship with God (1John 1:8–10).  If we acknowledge our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1John 1:9). If there are people around, you
would name these sins silently.  If there is no one around, then it does not matter if you name them
silently or whether you speak aloud. 

This was taken directly from Genesis 14  (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD).   

Preface: For many, Melchizedek seems to be a mystery figure from the Old Testament.  Quite the
contrary—we are told a great deal about him. 
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Let’s first set this up.  We first learn about Melchizedek in Gen. 14.  In Gen. 14, an eastern alliance of
kings comes into the Salt Sea valley to put down a revolt of men from Sodom and Gomorrah (a 5 king
coalition).  These kings from the east are quite successful in this trip, conquering several groups of
peoples, and then soundly defeating the coalition of 5 kings.  The eastern alliance took all of the
possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah and took these people as prisoners (they would become slaves). 

Among these prisoners was Lot, Abram’s nephew.  When Abram (Abraham) is told about this, he
organizes and army and defeats these kings from the east in a surprise night attack, changing history
for the land of Canaan for the next few hundred years. 

Upon his victorious return, Abram meets both the king of Sodom and Melchizedek, the Priest-King of
Salem (Jerusalem). 

The passage reads as follows. 

Gen.14:1–18  At that time four kings-King Amraphel of Shinar, King Arioch of Ellasar, King Chedorlaomer
of Elam, and King Tidal of Goiim- went to war against five kings-King Bera of Sodom, King Birsha of
Gomorrah, King Shinab of Admah, King Shemeber of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).  The
five kings joined forces and met in the valley of Siddim (that is, the Dead Sea).  For 12 years they had
been subject to Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled.  In the fourteenth year
Chedorlaomer and his allies came and defeated the Rephaim at Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim at Ham,
the Emim at Shaveh Kiriathaim, and the Horites in the hill country of Seir, going as far as El Paran on
the edge of the desert.  On their way back, they came to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and they
conquered the whole territory of the Amalekites and also the Amorites who were living at Hazazon
Tamar.  Then the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and
prepared for battle in the valley of Siddim.  They fought against King Chedorlaomer of Elam, King Tidal
of Goiim, King Amraphel of Shinar, and King Arioch of Ellasar-four kings against five.  The valley of
Siddim was full of tar pits. As the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, they fell because of the tar pits,
but the other kings fled to the hills.  So the four kings took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah,
as well as all their food, and left.  They also took Abram's nephew Lot and his possessions since he was
living in Sodom.  Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew what had happened. He
was living next to the oak trees belonging to Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshcol and Aner. (These
men were Abram's allies.)  When Abram heard that his nephew had been captured, he armed his 318
trained men, born in his own household, and pursued the four kings all the way to Dan.  He split up his
men to attack them at night. He defeated them, pursuing them all the way to Hobah, which is north of
Damascus. Abram brought back all of the wealth that had been taken, as well as Lot, Lot’s possession,
and all of the women and the people of that area who were to be enslaved. Consequently, the king of
Sodom went out to meet Abram after he returned from defeating Chedorlaomer and the kings that [were]
with him in the Valley of Shaveh (that [is], the Valley of the King). Also, Melchizedek, the king of Salem,
came out with bread and wine.  He was a priest for that city to God the Most High. 

The Melchizedek Special

A Theophany is an appearance by God, the Revealed Lord, before the incarnation of Jesus.  A
Christophany is an appearance by Jesus after the resurrection.  This doctrine explains why
Melchizedek was a real person and not a Theophany as some allege. 
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Melchizedek is a real person; he is not a Theophany

1) Theophanies are not given real names 
2) Theophanies are never said to be from a specific geographical area—here Salem.  This is

because the Revealed God is not from some place on earth. 
3) it is always disclosed in a Theophany that He is a messenger from God, but not here. 
4) Melchizedek is called a priest; Jesus is not said to be a priest until after the incarnation. 
5) Psalm 110:4 Jesus is addressed as a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek it does not say

You are Melchizedek.

From: http://phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen088.htm accessed July 11, 2013 and from
http://syndein.com/Genesis_14.html accessed July 7, 2013. 
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God spoke long ago to numerous peoples in many and diverse manners.  Melchizedek, mentioned in
a narrative only here, is a type of Christ.  Jesus Christ is called an High Priest after the order of
Melchizedek.  Heb. 7:2 tells us that Melchizedek means king of righteousness and that ing of Salem
means the king of peace.  This identifies him with Jesus Christ, our High Priest.  A priest is one who
represents man to God.   Melchizedek is a type, not a preincarnate Christ.  That is, he represents or is1

analogous to Jesus Christ.  He foreshadows the Person of Jesus Christ. 

Melchizedek is the Hebrew word Mal kîy Tsedeq (îÇìÀëÌÄéÎöÆãÆ÷) [pronounced mahl -KEE-TSEH-dek].  Tsedeqe e

is the Hebrew word for righteousness and Melek (�îÆìÆ) [pronounced MEH-lehk] means king.  Salem  is
Shâlêm (ùÈìÅí), which means whole; complete, completed, finished; safe, at peace; cherishing peace and
friendship; transliterated Salem.  Strong’s #8004  BDB #1024.  We are more familiar with shâlôwm (ùÈìåÉí)
or shâlôm (ùÈìÉí) [pronounced shaw-LOHM], which varies only by a vowel point and which means peace,
prosperity, safe, secure, tranquil, undisturbed, unagitated.  Strong’s #7965  BDB #1022.  

McGee explains this relationship quite well.  With central figures of the Bible, their genealogy is
sometimes of utmost importance.  An entire chapter almost is spent on the genealogy of Abram.   But
with Melchizedek, this is a man who steps out of nowhere, is not previously mentioned, there is no
genealogy to identify him, and Abram shows him great respect.  The name for God here is El Elyon, a
term used elsewhere in Scripture for the God of the universe.  This is not just a local deity; this is the
creator of the universe, and this is clearly monotheism.  The author of Hebrews draws the analogy for
us in Heb. 7:3: [Melchizedek is] without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he abides [as] as priest forever. 
Melchizedek comes to us in Scripture out of nowhere, with no mother or father or genealogy and no
beginning and no end.  As a person, he certainly had these things, but as a person in Scripture, this
information is lacking; he is thereby analogous to our Lord Jesus Christ, who is eternal, who comes out
of eternity into time, having no beginning and no end to His deity, fully able to be a Priest to God as He
is equal to God. 

We know only a small fraction of the divine revelation to the world in the Age of the Gentiles.  Even
though we are following Abraham, the first Hebrew into the Jewish Age, we are still in a transitional
period of time.  The portion of divine revelation that we know concerning behavior and the laws of
worship was that which was given in Scripture as Noah and crew left the ark.  We know that God appears

 A prophet represents God to man. 1

http://phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen088.htm
http://syndein.com/Genesis_14.html
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to some people (Abram, specifically) in a manner not discussed specifically.  Although it seems logical
that God also must have appeared to Melchizedek, we do not know that for certain.  Since Abram
recognizes his priesthood, there is a portion of this story to which we are not privy.  We do not know if
God has revealed Himself to Abram and has told him about Melchizedek; we do not know if they have
met before and God revealed to Melchizedek his function; we are not certain of any of this.  However,
as a priest to the world, Melchizedek, living in the holy city of the promised land before either was
established as such in time, was able to require tithes, which represented obeisance and recognition of
his priesthood.  Melchizedek has a specific function here; Abram is to guide his own spiritual life and this
fellowship and relationship with Melchizedek will help him face some very tempting rewards. 

So far, this is what we have: Also, Melchizedek,
the king of Salem, brought out bread and wine. 
It is in v. 18 that we have the first mention of the
city of Jerusalem (Salem).  Its existence during
this time period is corroborated by the Tel el
Amarna Tablets, which were found in Egypt. 
These tablets are letters written between the
kings of Egypt and the kings of the various cities
in and around Palestine during the 15  th

century B.C.  The general conditions of Palestine
as written in the Bible agree generally with the
conditions indicated by these letters. 

Melchizedek Blesses Abraham  by
Jean-Hippolyte Flandrin" located at artscroll.ru. 

In fact, as Scofield points out, Archeology again and again shows that the cities mentioned in Genesis
preceded in time those cities mentioned in Joshua, which precede those cities mentioned in Kings.  This
may not seem that important to some, but higher critics of the Bible for centuries have accused the
writing of Genesis to come quite later than the tradition time period given for it. However, if that were the
case, then the author would have a very difficult time getting the cities correct as their history was no
better than our history.  We would see some sets of cities over a short period of time in a chronological
order, but we would not see the cities in the Bible over millenniums accurately presented in the time-
frame that they were presented in.  This does not prove the Bible; what archeology does do is reveal
that, as we should expect, that God's history of the world is more accurate and objective than any other
history recorded by man. 

I should mention the bread and the wine.  These are similar to the communion elements (although,
leaven is not a part of the communion or Passover, since it represents evil).  However, this word for wine
is used for the drink-offering mentioned several times in Leviticus, so we possibly have the precursor to
our communion here, although the writer of Hebrews does not draw any analogies concerning this. 

More than likely, this is nothing more than a meal; but it certainly does foreshadow the elements used
in communion, and what illustrations communion with God any more than Abram here fellowshipping with
Melchizedek, with wine and bread. 

Gen 14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most
High.) 

We have another king now, who was not named among those at war: Melchizedek, the king of Salem. 

http://www.artscroll.ru/page.php?al=Melchizedek_Blesses_Abraham_56423_kartina
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This leads us to a most important meeting between Abram and Melchizedek, the king of Salem. 
Salem would be ancient Jerusalem.  Salem means peace, so Melchizedek here is the King of Peace. 
Bear in mind, this was probably written down 2000 years before Jesus walked on this earth.  Even the
most liberal of historians believe this was written down hundreds of years before Christ (liberal historians
are nearly always wrong about theology and history; as has been discussed before, they do not even
know this history of our own country). 

The name, Melchizedek, means my king is righteousness.  So, Melchizedek is the king of peace and his
king is the king of righteousness.  He is called here, priest of the God Most High.  It should not take a
genius to figure out Who Melchizedek represents. 

This is the first use of the word priest, which is kôhên (ëÌÉäÅï) [pronounced koh-HANE], which word is
principally translated priest.  The simplest explanation is, a priest represents man before God; a
prophet represents God to man.  Ideally speaking, what we would like, as men, is a mediator between
God and ourselves—someone who is equal to both parties.  This would incorporate the priest and the
prophet into one person.  There is one God, and there is one Mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus (1Tim. 2:5).  Jesus is called the great priest over the house of God in Heb. 10:19–21 and
our High Priest in Heb. 9:11.  Jesus was recognized as a prophet (or as the Prophet) in John 6:14  7:40 
9:17 and He is said to be the fulfillment of God raising up a prophet like Moses in Acts 3:22  7:37. 
Therefore, the first time that we find the word priest, it is reasonable that this man, Melchizedek, is
representative of our Lord. 

Like much of Genesis, the idea of a priest is presented here in its most basic form.  Much of the Mosaic
Law associates priests with the offering up of animal sacrifices, but that is not mentioned in this context
(perhaps there was an animal sacrifice and perhaps there wasn’t; we don’t know). 

What Melchizedek brings out, however, is bread and wine, which are the communion elements, to
remind us of our Lord’s body, which was broken for us, and of His blood, which was shed for us—and
yet, this incident takes place about 2000 years before the cross.  Furthermore, there is not a scholar
anywhere who does not believe that this history of Melchizedek preceded the era of Jesus Christ by
hundreds of years at the very least. 

Throughout the Old Testament there are types of Jesus Christ.  If this occurred once or twice, we could
simply chalk it up to coincidence.  However, these parallels between Jesus Christ and people in the Old
Testament are amazing.  If a person is truly open-minded, then they cannot explain how such close
parallels to Jesus Christ occur in the Old Testament, again and again and again.  The only reasonable
explanation is, God knows the end from the beginning and God the Holy Spirit inspired the writers of
Scripture in the Old and New Testaments.  “I am God, and there is no one like Me; I proclaim the end
from the beginning and from ancient times, I proclaim things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall
stand, and I will accomplish all My purpose' ” (Isa. 46:9b–10).  “The former things I declared of old; they
went out from my mouth, and I announced them; then suddenly I did them, and they came to pass.”
(Isa. 48:3; see also Isa. 41:22, 26  44:7  45:21).  No prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit (2Peter 1:21) .  No other explanation
else makes any sense. 

People do not believe in Jesus Christ because they choose not to believe in Him.  It is not that there is
some lack of evidence.  People do not believe that the Bible is the Word of God because they choose
to believe that, not because there is a lack of evidence for such an assertion. 
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A student in a New England university said he had an intellectual problem with Christianity and just
could not therefore accept Christ as saviour.  “Why can’t you believe?” I asked.  He replaced, “The
New Testament is not reliable.”  I then asked, “If I prove to you that the New Testament is one of
the most reliable pieces of literature of antiquity, will you believe?”  He retorted, “NO!”  “You don’t
have a problem with your mind, but with your will,” I answered.  From Josh McDowell, Evidence that
Demands a Verdict; ©1972 by Campus Crusade for Christ; p. 12.

Bertrand Russell is an example of an intelligent atheist who did not give careful examination to the
evidence for Christianity.  In his essay, “Why I am Not a Christian,” it is obvious that he has not
even considered the evidence of and for the resurrection of Jesus and, by his remarks, it is doubtful
as to whether he has even glanced at the New Testament.  It seems incongruous that a man would
not deal with the resurrection in great detail since it is the foundation of Christianity.  From Josh
McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict; ©1972 by Campus Crusade for Christ; p. 12. 
McDowell took this from Michael Green’s book Runaway World. 

Josh McDowell wrote and rewrote a book called Evidence that Demands a Verdict (along with several
incarnations of that book, including A Ready Defense (however, do not start with Evidence that Demands
a verdict, Vol. II).  If anyone reads this book with an open mind, they must come away with the conclusion
that, Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Messiah, the Way, the Truth and the Life; our only gate to God;
and that the Bible is the Word of God.  Even though we are given salvation for exercising faith in Jesus
Christ, that does not mean that the Christian way of life is only based solely upon faith, where all human
evidence is opposed to it.  God gave us a mind capable of reason and logic, and, if you believe your faith
to be weak, then get one of McDowell’s books and feast upon the logic and reason which is the Christian
faith. 

In McDowell’s book, he collected our Lord’s direct claims to be God, His indirect claims to Deity, and the
titles given Him, which are titles of Deity.  So, we cannot dismiss Jesus as someone upon whom the
concept of Deity was simply overlaid.  

C. S. Lewis, once an agnostic, wrote, I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish
thing that people often say about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I
don’t accept His claim to be God.”  That is the one thing we must not say.  A man who was merely
a man who said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either
be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil
of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a
madman or something worse.  Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict; ©1972 by
Campus Crusade for Christ; p. 107, who was quoting C. S. Lewis (I believe from Is Christianity
Credible?). 

This is followed by a flow chart in McDowell’s book.  Under “Jesus Claims to be God” we have two
alternatives: His claims were true or His claims were false.  Obviously, if His claims are true, then Jesus
is our Lord, the Son of God.  If His claims are false, then there are two logical alternatives: He knew His
claims to be false or He did not know that His claims were false.  In the latter case, Jesus is deluded and
a lunatic.  Does anyone actually believe that to be true?  In the alternative, Jesus lied about Who He
knew Himself to be, making Him a liar, a hypocrite and probably demonically-influenced or possessed. 
From Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict; ©1972 by Campus Crusade for Christ;
pp. 108–109.  What this logically robs a person of is, the patronizing nonsense that Jesus was a great
teacher, but He was not God.  Analytically, that view makes little sense. 
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Jesus Claimed to be God
*

+))))))))))))))))))2)))))))))))))))))),

This claim is false                                                This claim is true
*                                                                             *

+))))))))))))2)))))))))))))))))))),

Jesus knows this             Jesus does not know this
*                                                                  *

Jesus is a liar or worse     Jesus is a deluded lunatic

*                  
Therefore, Jesus is the Son of God, the

Lord of Glory, our Savior

In any case, Jesus is not simply a great and wonderful teacher

It would be intellectually dishonest to say, “Okay, Jesus was a great teacher and a deluded
lunatic, because the line between insanity and genius is indistinct.”  Jesus is quoted today by
people of all faiths in all areas in all realms.  He is given great respect as a moral teacher all
over the world.  How do you logically equate Him to some nutjob in a mental hospital?  What
other mental defectives does all mankind pay this sort of homage to? 

Top of the Page Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Personally, I believe strongly in apologetics (the study of Jesus Christ and Christianity from a logical and
empirical point of view), because that was the basis, at first, for the building up my own faith.  Even
though I believed in Jesus Christ at age 21, this did not mean that my faith was completely solid at that
point.  I read almost anything I could get my hands on, particularly in the realm of apologetics.  The more
that I read, the more difficult it was to deny that Jesus is God; that Jesus is our Savior. 

Therefore, as we study Melchizedek in the next several lessons, remember that he is one of dozens of
men who were shadow-images of our Lord.  Again, this shadow image of Jesus does not just occur once
or twice in the Old Testament; we see it again and again, in nearly every single Old Testament book. 
How did approximately 2 dozen independent writers, writing hundreds of years before the incarnation,
know to present men in such a way that, they are clearly shadow images of Jesus Christ? 

So Abram meets with “My King is My Righteousness,” who is the King of Peace, which king is a priest
to the God Most High—the God worshiped by Abram—and who brings out bread and wine, the
Communion elements. 

Gen. 14:17–18  After Abram returned from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him,
the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).  And
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 

We are told in the New Testament that this Melchizedek is a type of Christ.  For this Melchizedek, king
of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and he
blessed him, and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his
name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace.  He is without
father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son
of God he continues a priest forever (Heb. 7:1–3; Gen. 14:17–20). 
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Jesus Christ is called a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4  Heb. 5:6, 10  6:20 
7:15).  Therefore, there must be some parallels between Jesus Christ and Melchizedek. 

Melchizedek is the Type; Jesus Christ is the Antitype

Melchizedek Jesus Christ

The name Melchizedek means my
King is righteousness.  This
recognizes that our righteousness is
in Christ, not in ourselves. 
Furthermore, this is in keeping with
Gen. 15:6, where Abraham has
imputed righteousness because he
has faith in Jehovah Elohim. 

Jesus Christ, our King, is our righteousness.  [God is
speaking]: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,
when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and He shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and He will execute justice and
righteousness in the land [of promise].  In His days Judah will
be delivered, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the
name by which He will be called: 'The LORD is our
righteousness.' ” (Jer. 23:5–6; see also Jer. 33:16  Rom. 3:22 
1Cor. 1:30  Phi. 3:9   Heb. 7:2  2Peter 1:1).  He made the One
who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him (2Cor. 5:21). 

Melchizedek is the King of Salem,
which means the King of Peace. 
Heb. 7:2 

Jesus Christ is called the Prince of Peace in Isa. 9:6 and
Heb. 7:2.  To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). 

Melchizedek brings out the
communion elements, the bread and
the wine, which represent our Lord’s
death on the cross for the atonement
of our sins (Gen. 14:18). 

The one clear ritual that we are to participate in during the
Church Age is the Eucharist, spoken of by Paul in
1Cor. 11:23–36 and by our Lord in the first communion in
Matt. 26:26–29, taken the night before He paid for our sins on
the cross. 

Melchizedek is presented here as
without a recorded genealogy; not
even his mother or father is
mentioned (as we have seen, the
recording of genealogies is quite
important throughout the Old
Testament).  Heb. 7:3 

The Deity of Jesus Christ has no mother or father, or
genealogy, or beginning or end of days.  For this Melchizedek,
king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings and he blessed him,
and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He
is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and
then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace.  He is
without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning
of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he
continues a priest forever (Heb. 7:1–3; Gen. 14:17–20).  

Being without a genealogy means
that Melchizedek’s authority was not
derived from His genealogy (Levitical
priests derive their authority from
their genealogy). 

Jesus Christ is not authoritative because of His genealogy
through Mary; He is authoritative because He is the Son of God
and because He speaks the truth (Matt. 7:29  9:6  28:18 
John 7:17–18).  "Point of doctrine: I say to you, an hour is
coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  For as the Father
has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son also to have life
in Himself.  And He has given Him authority to execute
judgment, because He is the Son of Man.” (John 5:27). 
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Melchizedek is the Type; Jesus Christ is the Antitype

Melchizedek Jesus Christ

Melchizedek (a type of Christ)
blessed Abram.  The greater blesses
the lesser.  Gen. 14:18–19  Heb. 7:1,
4–7  Recall that all nations and
people would be blessed because of
Abram, in Abram, and because of
his seed (Gen. 12:3  18:18  26:4). 

We are blessed by Jesus Christ and because we are in Him
(Rom. 4:6–8  Gal. 3:9  Eph. 1:3, 6).  He has blessed us in the
Beloved (Eph. 1:6b). 

All of our blessings are related directly or indirectly to Jesus
Christ.  The blessing of Abram by Melchizedek reveals this in
typology. 

Melchizedek was a priest of the Most
High God (Gen. 14:18). 

Jesus Christ is also know as our great High Priest (Heb. 9:11 
10:19–22), 

Because Melchizedek is a priest of
the Most High God, he is under
God’s authority. 

Jesus Christ, as the Son of God, was under the authority of
God the Father and acting with the authority of God (John 5:17 
10:18  14:10  Heb. 5:7–8). 

Over and over again, throughout the Old Testament, we do not just have prophesies of Jesus Christ,
but we have people, things and circumstances which are types of Jesus Christ, which illustrate some
aspect of our Lord’s Person, His mission or His character.  These types are numerous and not always
documented in the New Testament.  We discover these types by means of an investigation of the Old
Testament. 

Top of the Page Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Gen. 14:17–18  After Abram returned from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him,
the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).  And
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 

Even though Melchizedek comes to us out of nowhere, it is clear that he is a legitimate priest, because
the Scripture calls him a priest of the Most High God.  So, again, prior to the Mosaic Law, there was
some kind of a spiritual life which was probably well-defined, with overlaps both to the Age of Israel and
to the Church Age.  However, we know very little about it.   We find out here, suddenly, that there is a
priesthood, but we find out very little about this priesthood in this context. 

Now, so you don’t think that some New Testament writer read a couple of verses about Melchizedek
in the Old Testament and then made all of these unwarranted applications, a psalmist, writing almost
exactly between the time of Melchizedek and Christ, also recognizes the importance of Melchizedek. 

Melchizedek in Psalm 110

1) Melchizedek is mentioned only one time in narrative, and he is the first person called a priest in
the Bible. 

2) There is a specialized priesthood which will be developed in the Mosaic Law, which is related to
those who are descended from Aaron and who had a particular ministry to Israel (which ministry
essentially faded away when Jesus came). 

3) Melchizedek is mentioned just one more time in the Old Testament, in Psalm 110:
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Melchizedek in Psalm 110

 1 Jehovah said to my Lord, “Sit at
My right hand until I make Your
enemies Your footstool.” 

God the Father (= Jehovah) says to God the Son
(= David’s Lord), “Sit at My right hand until I make Your
enemies Your footstool.”  This is the ultimate defeat of
Satan and his demons in the Angelic Conflict (Psalm 2:9 
110:1  Zech. 13:2  Eph. 1:22  Col. 2:15); which defeat, R.
B. Thieme, Jr. called operation footstool (apropos of his
WWII involvement). 

 2 Jehovah shall send the Rod of
Your strength out of Zion. 
“Rule in the midst of Your
enemies. 

God the Father (called Y howah in this and the previouse

verse) sends out the Rod of His Strength (Jesus Christ)
from Zion in the midst of His enemies.  4 huge armies will
maneuver in the valley beneath Mount Zion, intent upon
killing the Jews.  Zech. 14:1–3  Joel 2:1–10a  3:9–11a 
Matt. 24:28–30  Rev. 16:16–21  Jesus Christ will go out
from Zion and crush His enemies (Isa. 64:1–12 
Zech. 14:3  Haggai 2:6–7  Rev. 14:19–20). 

Given the rampant anti-Semitism in the Middle East and the implacability of the Palestinians, Egyptians
and Iranians (to name a few), it is not difficult to imagine huge coalitions coming to destroy Israel.  God
the Son here is told to “Rule in the midst of Your enemies.”  This is the imperative mood. 

I write this in 2011, where, in many Middle Eastern countries, there is an uprising going on; and one
of the key factors of most of these uprisings is a pronounced hatred for the Jews (a component all but
ignored by the media).  So, where there has been a peace agreement between Israel and Egypt since
1978, there is a good chance that a future Egyptian government will abrogate that treaty. 

 3 Your people offer themselves
willingly in the day of Your
power, in the holy mountain.
Out of the womb of the
morning, to You [is] the dew of
Your youth.” 

The Jews (called Your people) willingly face their
enemies in the day of Your power, which is another
synonym for the Tribulation and the 2  advent. nd

The second line references the 1  advent. Throughoutst

the Bible, we find the advents of our Lord presented as
one event. 

The 1  advent is the incarnation of our Lord; it is His historical earthly ministry in which He gavest

Himself for us on the cross.  The 2  advent is when Jesus returns to the earth, at the end of the Greatnd

Tribulation, when great armies are maneuvering outside of Jerusalem.  We find the two advents of our
Lord combined at least 22 times in the Old Testament.  In between these advents, the Church Age is
inserted (intercalated).  See  the Doctrine of Intercalation (HTML)  (PDF) for more information on this
topic. 

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Intercalation.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Intercalation.pdf
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Melchizedek in Psalm 110

 4 Jehovah has sworn, and will not
change His mind, “You are a
priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek.” 

God the Father calls God the Son a priest forever after
the order of Melchizedek.  This is a declaration made in
eternity past; this is the decree of God as to the Person
of Jesus Christ, a decree made before the creation of the
world. 

Despite the great massacre of the evil armies, Jesus
Christ is a royal priest forever.  What it means to be a
priest after the order of Melchizedek will be explained in
the New Testament.  We have 3 different authors, each
writing 1000 years apart, each telling us all about
Melchizedek, the priest of God, Who is a type of Jesus
Christ. 

 5 The Lord at Your right hand will
shatter kings in the day of His
wrath. 

When Jesus returns to this earth, He will be a conquering
warrior, destroying the enemies of the Jews, including
the kings who have organized armies to kill the Jews in
Jerusalem.  The day of His wrath is another name for the
Tribulation and the 2  advent.  Rev. 14:15–20 nd

 6 He shall judge among the
nations, He shall fill them with
dead bodies; He will shatter
heads over much of the earth. 

In the Tribulation, Jesus Christ will return and destroy
those armies which have converged on Jerusalem.  He
will fill the streets with the dead bodies of His enemies. 
Isa. 34:2–8  66:15–16  Rev. 14:18–20 

 7 He shall drink of the brook in
the way; therefore He shall lift
up the head (Psalm 110). 

This describes a pursuing force, taking a drink for
refreshment, and then continuing the pursuit to wholly
and completely destroy the fleeing enemies.  Often, a
drink of refreshment in the Bible refers to the intake of
Bible doctrine. 

We continually find in the Bible new aspects to the Person of Jesus Christ.  Here, He is called a priest
after the order of Melchizedek; and, at the same time, He will judge the nations and fill the streets with
dead bodies. 

An full exegesis of Psalm 110 is found here (HTML)  (PDF). 
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A priest represents man to God.  Here, this very same priest, after the order of Melchizedek, Who will
judge the nations as the Rod and the Power which comes out of Zion. 

The passage we are studying reads: 

Gen. 14:17–18  After Abram returned from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him,
the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).  And
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 

http://kukis.org/Psalms/Psalm110.htm
http://kukis.org/Psalms/Psalm110.pdf
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The priesthood of Melchizedek is a very big deal in the New Testament; particularly in the book of
Hebrews. 

Melchizedek in the New Testament

Melchizedek is then mentioned in the book of Hebrews several times. Heb. 5:6; Heb. 5:10; Heb. 6:20;
Heb. 7:1; Heb. 7:10; Heb. 7:11; Heb. 7:15; Heb. 7:17: 

5:1–2 For every high priest being taken from
men is appointed on behalf of men in the
things respecting God, that he may offer
both gifts and sacrifices for sins; being
able to feel in due measure for those not
knowing and being led astray, since he
also is circled about with weakness. 

The writer of Hebrews refers back here to the
Aaronic priesthood (those Levites who are
descended from Aaron), and one man was High
Priest for each generation.  This man offered up gifts
and sacrifices for sins for those who came to the
Tabernacle or to the Temple, representing man to
God.  However, the High Priest is just a man, with
human failings. 

5:3–4 And because of this he ought to offer for
sins as concerning the people, so also
concerning himself.  And no one takes
the honor to himself, but he being called
by God, even as Aaron was also. 

Because the High Priest is just a man who is also
beset by weakness (he has a sin nature), he must
also offer up sacrifices for himself.  He is called by
God, but he is just a man—just like Aaron. 

5:5 So also the Christ has not glorified
Himself to become a high priest, but He
[God the Father] speaking to Him [God
the Son], "You are My Son; today I have
begotten You." Psalm 2:7 

Before Jesus Christ was crucified and then glorified,
which made Him the True High Priest, God said to
Him, “You are My Son; Today I have sired You.” 
God the Father chose God the Son to be our High
Priest. 

5:6–10 As He also says in another place, "You
are a priest forever according to the order
of Melchizedek," (Psalm 110:4)  Who
[Jesus Christ], in the days of His flesh,
was offering both petitions and entreaties
to Him [God the Father], being able to
save Him [Jesus Christ] from death, with
strong crying and tears, and being heard
from His godly fear; though being a Son,
He learned obedience from what He
suffered and having been perfected, He
came to be the Author of eternal
salvation to all the ones obeying Him,
having been called out by God [the
Father] as a High Priest according to the
order of Melchizedek. 

Jesus Christ became our priest after the order of
Melchizedek, which means, He represents us to God

Jesus Christ, as a man, recognized the great
suffering involved with bearing our sins, and He
asked God, with great emotion, to remove this cup
from Him (Matt. 26:39).  Drinking the cup was taking
upon Himself our sins.  Because He drank from the
cup, Jesus Christ became the Author of our
salvation, we who have been called out by Him. 

His suffering is His spiritual death for our sins; His
being perfected is being raised from the dead in a
resurrection body. 

Although Jesus is called here a priest forever after
the order of Melchizedek, this is not explained. 
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Melchizedek in the New Testament

5:11 Concerning Whom we have much to say,
but it has been difficult to explain
because you have come to be slow in
your response to spiritual information [lit.,
lazy in hearing]. 

The explanation of what this means for Jesus to be
a priest after the order of Melchizedek is difficult to
explain, and this is, in part, because the Jews to
whom this is addressed, are negative toward the
truth (Heb. 5:12–14), where the writer of Hebrews
says they ought to be teachers by now, but they are
still babies in their understanding of the Word. 

6:13–16 For God made a promise to
Abraham, [and], since He had no
one greater to swear by, "He swore
by Himself," saying, "Surely [in]
blessing I will bless you, and [in]
multiplying I will multiply you." (Gen.
22:16–17)  And so, being patient,
he [Abraham] obtained the promise. 
For men indeed swear by the
greater, and an oath to make things
sure is to them the end of all
opposition. 

God swore, upon the strength of His Own character
and essence (there is nothing greater than His Own
Person), that He would bless and multiply the seed
of Abraham.  Abraham, who is patient, as received
the promise (although this is still to be fulfilled future
from our time—the aorist tense here refers to a point
of time, which point of time could be future). 

To make an oath certain, to end all discussion of that
oath, a man swears by something greater than
himself; God swears by Himself. 

6:17–20 In this way, desiring to declare
more fully to the heirs of promise
the immutability of His counsel,
God mediated in an oath, so that by
two immutable things, in which it
was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us, which
hope [confidence] we have as an
anchor of the soul, both certain and
stable, and which enters into that
within the veil, where the
Forerunner has entered for us,
even Jesus, having become a high
priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek. 

The oath which God made is based upon 2
immutable (unchangeable) things: the fact that He is
the One making the oath and the fact that He swears
by Himself. 

At the time that this is written, the Jews were
suffering great persecution, and, a few years after
this epistle, they would be slaughtered in the streets
of Jerusalem as they took their last stand against the
Romans.  For this reason, the Jews are told to seize
upon this promise and to hold onto it, despite what is
coming.  This promise was to anchor their souls. 

Entering beyond the veil is the Holy of Holies inside
the Tabernacle, which is where the Ark of God was. 
Entering into the Holy of Holies is Jesus Christ
entering into the Throne Room of God, where He sits
down at the right and of the Father.  Again, the writer
does not explain what it means for Jesus to be a
priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

Finally, in Heb. 7, the writer explains exactly what he means: 
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Melchizedek in the New Testament

7:1–3 For this "Melchizedek, king of Salem,
priest of the Most High God," the one
meeting Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings, "and blessing
him;" to whom also Abraham "divided a
tenth from all" (first being interpreted,
king of righteousness; and then also king
of Salem, which is, king of peace (Gen.
14:17-20), without father, without mother,
without genealogy, nor beginning of days,
nor having end of life, but having been
made like the Son of God, he remains a
priest in perpetuity).  

The writer of Hebrews draws parallels between
Melchizedek and Jesus Christ.  In order to do this, he
must remind his readers of who Melchizedek is, and
he will pull out all of the pertinent information. 
Melchizedek is the King of Peace (= the King of
Salem).  He is said to be without mother, father or
genealogy.  Of course, Melchizedek had a mother
and a father, and he was associated with a
genealogy (at that time), but the Bible does not
emphasize or record his genealogy.  The Deity of
Jesus Christ is without beginning or end, and His
Deity has no mother or father; no genealogy leading
up to it.  Similarly, Melchizedek has no beginning of
days, no end of life, and, for this reason, he stands
as a priest to God forever, just like the Deity of Jesus
Christ . 

7:4–6 Now behold how great this one was, to
whom even the patriarch Abraham gave
a tenth of the spoils; and indeed those of
the sons of Levi receiving the priesthood
have a command to tithe the people
according to Law, (that is, from their
brothers, though coming forth out of
Abraham's loins), but he lacking a
genealogy collected tithes from Abraham,
and he has blessed the one having the
promises.  

This priest, Melchizedek, without beginning or end, is
so great, that even Abraham, the father of the Jews,
the recipient of the great promises of God, gave to
him, as a high priest, a tenth of all that he had. 

The Levites are mentioned here, which were to
collect tithes from their brothers, but Melchizedek
blessed Abraham, the one to whom the promises
were made.  The Levites are genetically in Abram as
he makes his offering to Melchizedek, so the Levites,
in Abram, pay homage to Melchizedek. 

7:7–10 But it is not disputed that the lesser is
blessed by the greater.  And here mortal
men indeed receive tithes, but there one
receives tithes, of whom it is witnessed
that he lives; and one would say, through
Abraham Levi also, the one receiving
tithes, has paid tithes.  For he [Levi] was
yet in his father's loins when Melchizedek
met him [Abram]. 

Levi, because he was in the loins of Abraham (so to
speak), also paid tithes to Melchizedek. 

The one who blesses (Melchizedek) is greater than
the one receiving the blessing (Abraham), and in
Abraham was Levi (his great grandson), so, Levi is
blessed by Melchizedek and is therefore inferior to
Melchizedek.  Levi, in Abraham, brings tithes to
Melchizedek, making the Levitical Priesthood inferior
to Melchizedek’s priesthood. 

7:11 Truly, then, if perfection was through the
Levitical priestly office (for the people had
been given Law under it), why yet was
there need for another priest to arise
according to the order of Melchizedek
and not to be called according to the
order of Aaron? 

Man is not made perfect or complete by means of
the Levitical priests; otherwise, there would have
been no need for the incarnation of Jesus Christ, a
priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

Jesus Christ is our true High Priest, after the order of
Melchizedek. 
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Melchizedek in the New Testament

7:12–14 For the priestly office having been
changed, of necessity a change of
law also occurs.  For the One of
whom these things are said belongs
to another tribe, from which no one
has officiated at the altar.  For it is
clear that our Lord came from the
tribe of Judah, as to which tribe
Moses spoke nothing concerning
priesthood.  

The priestly office was changed, which change was
reflected in the Law of God. 

Jesus Christ came from the seed of Judah, not from
the seed of Levi (Judah and Levi are brothers, both
sons of Jacob, Abraham’s grandson).   Moses said
nothing of a priest arising out from the family of
Judah. 

Levi and Judah are 2 of the tribes of Israel; the first
being the priestly tribe and the second being the
royal tribe. 

7:15–18 And it is still more abundantly clear
that if another priest arises
according to the likeness of
Melchizedek, Who has not become
so according to a law of a fleshly
command, but according to the
power of an endless life.  For it is
testified, "You are a priest to the
age according to the order of
Melchizedek." (Psalm 110:4).  For,
indeed, an annulment of the
preceding command comes about
because it is weak and useless. 

Jesus Christ was made a priest according to the
likeness of Melchizedek.  Psalm 110:4 testifies to
this.  There was a weakness and unprofitability in the
Levitical priesthood, because its ceremonies did not
save.  Therefore, it was necessary for God to raise
up Jesus according to another priesthood. 

If there is another priesthood (the priesthood of
Jesus Christ), then there is a change made in the
Law.  The Mosaic Law was set aside with regards to
its priesthood and offerings because they were weak
and unprofitable (no one was saved because a priest
from the tribe of Aaron offered up a sacrifice on their
behalf). 

7:19 For the Law made nothing perfect, apart
from the bringing in of a better hope,
through which we draw near to God.  

The Mosaic Law did not complete or perfect anything
(and the Aaronic priesthood did not perfect anything
either).  Man is not made perfect by obeying the
Mosaic Law.  The Law presents to us a better Hope,
which is Jesus Christ.   The Law brings us a way by
which we may draw closer to God. 

7:20–21 And inasmuch as He was not made
a priest without taking an oath; for
they became priests are without
taking an oath, but He (became a
priest) by taking an oath, through
the One saying to Him, The Lord
swore, and will not change His mind
(about this oath): "You are a priest
to the age according to the order of
Melchizedek;" (Psalm 110:4).  

Levites were born into the priesthood; they did not
take an oath. 

There is a greater covenant—a greater
contract—between God and man, brought to us by
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  He is the guarantee of a
better contract, since the Law cannot perfect us. 
This greater contract is, He died for our sins, and we
may apprehend the promise of God through
believing in Jesus Christ. 
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7:22 By this oath, Jesus has become the
guarantee of a better covenant.  

Another thing which makes the Priesthood of Jesus
superior is, it is based upon an oath, and this oath
guarantees us of a better covenant (contract).  This
was an oath made between God the Father and God
the Son, immortalized in Psalm 110. 

7:23–25 And there have been many priests,
but they were prevented from
continuing because of death;
however, He [Jesus Christ] has the
priesthood which is not passed on
[from generation to generation],
because of His remaining to the
age.  And from this He is able to
save to the end completely the
ones drawing near to God through
Him, forever living to intercede on
their behalf. 

Those in the Levitical priesthood are mortal; when
one dies, another arises to take his place.  However,
Jesus Christ is of a priesthood which is not passed
on from generation to generation, and He is able to
save those who draw near to God through Him,
because He is eternal and His priesthood is eternal. 
A Levitical priest can intercede on behalf of man to
God during the time he is alive, but he will die.  Jesus
Christ will be forever before God, interceding forever
on our behalf. 

7:26–27a For such a High Priest fully meets
our needs: [because He is] holy,
harmless, undefiled, and separated
from sinners, and, having become
higher than the heavens; He has no
need, as do the high priests, to
offer sacrifices day by day, first for
His own sins, then for the sins of
the people. 

Jesus Christ was designed by God for us (for all
mankind).  Jesus Christ is set apart from all else.  He
is harmless to us (we will not be hurt by believing in
Him).  Jesus is undefiled by sin, making Him the true
Lamb without spot and without blemish, qualified to
die for our sins.  He is completely separate from us
sinners (Jesus Christ has no sin nature and He
committed no personal sins).  Therefore, He has no
need to offer sacrifices each day first for his own
sins, and then for the sins of others. 

7:27b–28 For He did this once for all, offering
up Himself.  For the Law makes
men high priests who have infirmity,
but the word of the oath-taking after
the Law appoints the Son forever,
having been made perfect. 

Jesus Christ, once and for all, offered up Himself, as
a sacrifice for the people.  The Law designated
certain mortal men as high priests, even though they
all had sin natures.  However, Jesus Christ has no
sin nature, He has died for our sins, and we are
made perfect in Him. 

Melchizedek is called a type and Jesus Christ is the antitype.  The Bible records enough information
about Melchizedek so that, 1000 years later, David, in a psalm, recognizes that God will fulfill this
type in His Son.  Then, another 1000 years pass, and the unnamed writer of Hebrews pulls this all
together for his Jewish readers, that the priesthood of Melchizedek, testified to in Gen. 14 and then
recognized by David in Psalm 110, illustrates the priesthood of Jesus Christ. 
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The words above are written by 3 different authors—a bedouin rancher, a king and a man of unknown
profession—all living 1000 years apart from one another, and yet these words all fit together and
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complement one another, the author of Hebrews explaining in detail the meaning of the priesthood of
Melchizedek and testifying as to why David saw this priesthood to be so important as to document it in
a psalm. 

So far, we have studied Melchizedek and we ought to know from the previous lesson exactly who he is. 
His name occurs but once in Genesis and once in the Psalms.  Yet, the writer of Hebrews, as moved by
God the Holy Spirit, discusses Melchizedek in great detail, relating his priesthood to Jesus Christ, over
a space of 3 chapters.  He is a type of Jesus Christ and our Lord is the antitype.  Melchizedek is a priest-
king and, the king of Jerusalem.  Jesus Christ is a priest-king and He will become the King to rule from
Jerusalem. 

Gen 14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most
High.) 

The title, the God Most High, is found several times in this passage and once in the psalms (Psalm 57:2),
and it refers to Jehovah Elohim, the 1  Person of the Trinity, Whom we know as God the Father.  Therest

are another 10 verses where Jehovah is called the Most High God (in the Psalms and the prophets). 

Prior to the Mosaic Law, we have only the barest of religious structure—at least, in terms of what is
revealed to us.  When Noah and his family emerge from the ark, the mandate against murder is
introduced.  Noah offered up animal sacrifices as a priest (the term priest is not specifically applied to
him, however), as does Abram.  This has led many to conclude that, in the antediluvian period prior to
the Mosaic Law, there was a family priesthood, where the eldest male family member acted as a priest. 
Although that may be the case, all we have in the Bible is anecdotal evidence, but no clear mandates
from God.  This does not mean that they lacked religious structure or that they did whatever felt right;
it simply means that religious function mandates are not recorded for us. There were clean and unclean
animals taken into the ark, and additional clean animals went with him into the ark, no doubt for sacrifice
and possibly for food.  So Noah exited the ark and he sacrificed some of these clean animals, but this
is apart from any clear Genesis era religious structure.  What they certainly did not have was a detailed
Mosaic Law, as God will give Moses.  Probably what they did have was a religious tradition which came
out of the direct interaction between God and man.   I would therefore suggest that there was more
information on one’s spiritual modus operandi which is not revealed to us in Genesis.  Hence, there is
a man like Melchizedek, who is both a king and a priest, whose origins are separate from Abram.  Did
he have any direct communication with God?  I don’t know.  This does indicate to us that, there were
pockets of believers in the God Most High. 

Although we do not know how these pockets of believers came about, we know several things about
God. 

Post-Diluvian Heathenism

1. Melchizedek, the priest-king, reveals to us that there were believers here and there in the ancient
world. 

2. We do not know how the worship of Jehovah Elohim, the God Most High, came about, here or
there. 

3. With Abram, his spiritual life is developed through a series of face to face meetings with God,
and a number of promises.  However, when Abram was back in the Euphrates valley, he had to
have believed in Jehovah Elohim.  We do not know the circumstances of this, only the simple
recollection that Abram believed Y howah and it was credited to him as righteousnesse
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Post-Diluvian Heathenism

(Gen. 15:6). 
4. In this chapter, we have Abram meeting Melchizedek, the priest-king, who believed in Jehovah

Elohim separately and developed a spiritual life separately from Abram.  Gen. 14:18–20 
5. Therefore, God is able to reach man, no matter where he is and no matter how he is brought up. 
6. Here is what we know about God: 

1) He is omniscient; He can even see into the hearts of man.  Gen. 11:5  1Sam. 16:7 
Job 11:11  Jer. 23:23 

2) God is just and righteous.  Psalm 145:17  Jer. 12:1 
3) Therefore, we can conclude that, when a person goes on positive volition toward God, no

matter what the time frame, God will see to it that person hears about Him so that the
person with positive volition can place his faith in Jehovah Elohim. 

7. As a result, there are people like Melchizedek in the very ancient world who have believed in
Jehovah God. 

I had liberal, unbelieving friends of mine, who brought up their daughter in that way, and then sent her
off to one of the most liberal, anti-God colleges in the United States.  What happened?  She believed
in Jesus Christ.  Her mother was quite surprised.  “How did this happen?  We never taught her this,”
her mother wondered.  God is able to reach all mankind, whenever He chooses to. 
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Here is what we do know: Abram, who has spoken to God, will recognize the spiritual status of
Melchizedek.  There was a sharing of bread and wine.  A sacrifice may have been offered to God.  There
appears to be a clear mutual respect and recognition between Abram and Melchizedek.  And Abram will
pay Melchizedek a tithe (a tenth of what he has). 

The Bible speaks of priests, high priests, and at least 3 priesthoods.  Therefore, we need to get these
things differentiated in our minds. 

The Priesthoods of God

1. There are a number of priesthoods spoken of in the Bible, and they are certainly interrelated. 
2. A priest is a man who represents man to God.  We have similar representative relationships

throughout our society: an attorney represents us in a court of law; a real estate agent represents
us in a real estate transaction; etc.  It is someone who acts in our behalf in an arena in which we
are not fully qualified to represent ourselves.  Num. 15:15, 28 

3. The first priesthood is named here In Gen. 14, and it refers to a priesthood which existed after
the Flood and before the Mosaic Law was established. 
1) We know precious little about this priesthood.  We know only one man who acts in this

capacity, which man is Melchizedek.  We might argue that Noah acted in this capacity as
well.  However, we have precious little information delineated here as to how this
priesthood as organized, how a person became a priest, what the duties of the priest were,
etc.  There appears to be two rituals connected with this priesthood: the offering of animal
sacrifices (an assumption we make, based upon Noah bringing clean animals on the ark
and sacrificing some of them when exiting the ark); and what appears to be a pre-
communion ritual with bread and wine (although, this could simply represent a meal shared
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The Priesthoods of God

by Melchizedek and Abram).  Gen. 8:20  14:18–20 
2) Abram will pay a tithe (a tenth of his possessions) to Melchizedek.  Gen. 14:20 
3) Our Lord’s priesthood is said to have its origins in this priesthood.  Psalm 110:4  Heb. 6:20 
4) Even though this post-diluvian priesthood could be very well-defined, God the Holy Spirit

intentionally does not define it for us, but presents this priesthood as being one man,
without mother or father, and without genealogy.  The idea is, Melchizedek is the best one,
in this way, to be a type of Christ. 

4. The next priesthood is known by most as the Levitical priesthood.  However, the Levitical
priesthood is a misnomer, but this is how it has come to be known throughout the ages.  It is
properly the Aaronic priesthood, as all priests are descendants of Aaron.  Ex. 28:1  Num. 3:10 
1) Throughout most of Israel’s history, there was one high priest with clearly defined duties. 

Ex. 27:21  28:41–43  Lev. 1:5–8 
2) The priests were all descended from Aaron, and one man, in each generation, would act

as high priest.  Ex. 28:1  29:44  30:30 
3) Aaron was from the tribe of Levi, and the Levites were not a part of the land ownership of

the other tribes of Israel.  All families of Israel receive a plot of earth which was theirs, but
not the Levites, who were involved in the spiritual growth of Israel.  They were to inherit a
spiritual kingdom and therefore, they did not participate in ownership of land on earth. 
Deut. 18:1  Joshua 18:7  21:3–4 

4) The priests officiated in all of the religious holidays and they offered up animal sacrifices
on behalf of the people of Israel.  Num. 18:1–8 

5) The priests were to encourage the people in war.  Deut. 20:1–4 
6) The high priest, once a year, on the Day of Atonement, entered into the Holy of Holies (a

room of the Tabernacle that no one went into apart from the high priest), and sprinkled
blood on the Ark of God, a piece of furniture which represented Jesus Christ; a piece of
furniture which every Israelite knew about, but was almost never seen.  Ex. 26:34 
Heb. 9:25  13:11 

5. We are told in the New Testament that the offerings of the Aaronic priesthood could never take
away sins (Heb. 10:11).  However, this is a point we ought to be able to reach with logic, because
those is the Aaronic priesthood are mortals, as are we, and first had to offer up sacrifices for their
own sins. 

6. In the time of Jesus, the priesthood had become corrupted and the high priests had become evil
in their thinking, leading the Lord of Glory before the courts to be crucified.  John 19:6 
Acts 4:1–10 

7. These same priests persecuted Paul.  Acts 23:1–2, 12–15 
8. Jesus, our High Priest: 

1) These various priesthoods look forward to Jesus Christ; each ancient priest is a type of
Jesus Christ.  Heb. 8:1–5 

2) The priests of old—even the high priest of Jehovah worship—were imperfect and had to
offer up sacrifices even for themselves.  Heb. 5:1–3  7:27–28 

3) Jesus, on earth, became our High Priest, the true High Priest, after the order of
Melchizedek.  Heb. 7:1–5, 17, 21  9:11 

4) Jesus is not a Levitical priest, as He is from the tribe of Judah, not the tribe of Levi (from
which is the family of Aaron); and there is nothing spoken about Judah and the priesthood. 
Heb. 7:11–14 

5) Jesus is able to intercede on our behalf before God, as would a priest.  Heb. 7:21–26 
6) He offered up Himself one time for our sins, taking them away, as the sacrifice of animals
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The Priesthoods of God

could not do.  Heb. 2:7  9:12  10:19–22 
7) It is by His blood (His spiritual death on the cross) that we may boldly enter into the Holy

of Holies (which is representative of coming directly before God).  Heb. 9:24  10:19 
9. In the Church Age, we are all priests before God; we are able to represent ourselves directly to

God because we are in Christ Jesus.  Being in Christ Jesus, we share all that He is.  Therefore,
we can go to God directly in prayer and we can go to Him to restore our fellowship (by naming
our sins to Him).  These are priestly functions.  1Peter 2:5, 9  1John 1:9 

10. The priesthoods of the Old Testament always looked forward to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The
Melchizedek priesthood, the Aaronic priesthood and the office of the high priest, all spoke of
Jesus Christ.  When the reality came (the fulfillment of these types), then there is no need to
continue  on with the types.  Just as we no longer sacrifice animals to ceremonially take away
our sins, we no longer have a specialized priesthood. 

11. There will be another priesthood in the Millennium of those who survive the Tribulation.  This will
be in memory of the great plan of God, a plan which spanned the ages.  Rev. 5:9–10  20:6  

We depend upon the intercession of Jesus Christ on our behalf because He is the perfect priest before
God. 

Top of the Page Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Gen 14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 

Jewish tradition has it that this man, Melchizedek, is Shem, the son of Noah.  Shem’s life overlaps the life of
Abram by about 100 years (as per the Hebrew text; this is not true according to the Greek text).  In fact, according
to the Hebrew text, the first 4 generations out of the ark lived about 100 years into Abram’s life.   These 4
generations outlived their sons and grandsons and great grandsons.  In fact, Abraham, Isaac (his son) and Jacob
(grandson) would be the first ones to outlive the first 4 generations from the ark.  However, because of the
numbers found in the LXX (the Greek translation of the Old Testament), we do not know for certain that this is true
(the Greek text adds an additional 875 years to the line of Shem to Abram, which therefore separates them by
three-quarters of a century). 

Personally, I do not believe that Melchizedek is Shem, regardless of whether Shem is alive at this time or not.  The
reason for this is, the book of Hebrews, as we have studied, developed the identify of Melchizedek and his
relationship to Jesus Christ (being a type of Christ), but nowhere do they entertain the idea that this man is Shem. 
If he was Shem, all of this stuff about him lacking a genealogy would be false, as we know Shem’s ancestors and
descendants both. 

On the other hand, I do believe that something very special happened when Abram and Melchizedek met, which
will be discussed in the next lesson. 

Here is where we have been for awhile: 

Gen 14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was a priest of God Most
High.) 

The accepted view is, Moses wrote the book of Genesis, although there is no reason to assume that he
did.  Although he is called the author of various portions of 4 of the books of the Bible (Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy), the New Testament does not attribute the authorship of Genesis to him. 
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It is possible that he edited the book of Genesis, or edited it, when it came to a particular region or city
whose name had changed, we really have no reason to directly associate Moses with Genesis. 

Furthermore, there are sections of Genesis that only the participant would have known about.  We have
been studying Abram (later, Abraham), and nearly all of what we have read would have been information
available only to him.  It is far more likely that Abram recorded the information about himself. 
Furthermore, when we get to Jacob, there will be one verse which no one but Jacob would have written. 

At some point, Abram received the Scriptures, and I believe this is where it occurred—a spiritual handoff,
if you will.  I doubt that you will read this theory anywhere else.  Think back to Noah’s time on the
ark—this was ticked off in terms of days as related to Noah’s birth—we know the very day the rains
stopped, we know the day the water began to recede, we know on which days Noah let which birds fly
from the ark.  All of this suggests and Noah—or, at the very least, his son Shem—recorded all this
information.  As we have discovered, there is a complex organization to the entire flood epic, which would
make it easy to learn and to memorize.  So, by recording this information, I simply mean, it was
committed to memory and told from generation to generation.  You will recall that nearly every ancient
civilization has a flood epic as a part of their history, which would tend to (1) confirm the flood narrative
and (2) suggest that this history was originally passed down from generation to generation. 

Here is my theory: Melchizedek, king of Salem, possessed the Holy Scriptures up to that point in time,
whether they were in written form, or memorized.  If Melchizedek is from one of the first 4 generations
off the ark—or if he is simply in possession of this information—then this would have been an ideal time
for God to have passed along the first 10 or 11 chapters of the Bible to Abram.  I think that it is more
likely that Melchizedek is a descendant of Shem’s—a descendant not named in the Semitic line, and that
he will take the Scriptures which he received from Shem and hand them off to Abram. 

The Scriptures of the first ten or so chapters of Genesis had to have come from somewhere.  Abram
came out of a heathen family, which will become even more clear when we study Rachel.  So, it seems
unlikely that his family has possession of the Word of God (although it is reasonable that they were able
to trace their own genealogy back to Shem, and that would have been placed into Scripture by Abram). 
Just as we all today know the name of our parents and grandparents (well, most of us do), in the ancient
world, it is not a stretch to think that most men, several generations after the flood, could trace their male
line all the way back to Noah and one of his sons.  It would have been one of the things of one’s heritage
that each person would learn.  Furthermore, given their ages, for several generations, it would have been
common for there to be 5 and even more generations all alive at the same time. 

Throughout the book of Genesis, we have many details given to us from this or that time from the life or
this or that man, and these details suggest a first-hand recording of this information.  I have several
theories, and one of them was, at one time, man did not need to write anything down because he
remembered very nearly everything that he heard, as the Bible suggests that early man was genetically
superior to us (if men lived longer, that makes them genetically superior; if they were genetically superior,
then their minds were probably better).  Furthermore, if the record of Adam and the woman is accurate
(and I believe that it is), then genetically and biologically, we would predict that man would not become
superior in time but inferior in time.  Man’s time on this earth decreased in each generation
(Gen. 11:10–26); therefore, it is not a huge leap to suppose that there came a point in man’s de-evolution
that his memory became more and more flawed, and that man therefore developed a written language
in order to write things down that his memory no longer retained.  The most important thing for man to
record is the Word of God, which would have been the first 10 or 11 chapters of Genesis.  This is all
speculative, but logical and reasonable; as is the idea of the spiritual handoff from Melchizedek to Abram. 
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For many subsequent chapters, we are going to have an in-depth examination of Abram’s life, which
information is logically recorded by Abram.  The same will be true of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.  During
the life of Jacob, Abram’s grandson, there will be a very personal verse that no one but Jacob would
have written, indicating that Jacob wrote that verse (and, therefore, Jacob likely wrote about the period
of time in which he lived).  The same will be true of Joseph, Abram’s grandson—there will be information
about his life recorded in Genesis that he and only he would have known about.  When we find such
personal information recorded, does it not make sense that the person who experienced these things,
also passed them along, either verbally or in written form, to subsequent generations? 

And so, from generation to generation, the Word of God was handed off, with a few chapters appended
to it.  In fact, from this point, the hand-off is easy to determine: from Abram, to Isaac, to Jacob to Joseph. 
For at least 3 of these men (Abram, Jacob and Joseph), there are very personal things recorded that only
these men would have had direct knowledge of. 

Let me suggest how this works.  Jacob has the Word of God in his hands (or, in his mind), and in it is
recorded, primarily, God’s interaction with man.  Jacob meets with God on a couple of occasions, and
so Jacob records these meetings, along with other material which he believes is important (as guided
by God the Holy Spirit).  The end result is, Jacob adds another few chapters onto the Word of God. 
Whether he recognizes that he is recording the Word of God, I could not tell you.  But he does recognize
the importance of recording these events, and he deems it necessary to record a few things from his own
life—particularly his interaction with God. 

In the future, several chapters from now (Gen. 27), Jacob will connive a special blessing from his father
Isaac.  This could have represented the next handoff.  Someone had to record the book of Genesis, and
there are many aspects of this book which suggest that there were several different authors.  If that is
the case, then this spiritual information had to be preserved from generation to generation, which not only
was done orally or in written form, but, it is reasonable to assume that one man in every generation (or
in every few generations) was given the solemn task of preserving God’s Word.  Let me emphasize that
this is just a theory, and it is based upon the very personal nature of some of the narratives in Genesis. 
We do not have a verse that says, and Melchizedek handed off the Holy Word to Abram; however, if
Genesis is indeed a series of personal accounts, then it had to be handed off from one generation to the
next.  If this was done orally, then the handoff might have taken days or even weeks.  That is, one
believer would learn these things at the foot of his father, grandfather or whatever. 

This theory does not mean that no one else knew this information.  The Word of God is the Word of God;
it is alive and powerful, in all generations, and it is sharper than any two-edged sword.  It has always
distinguished between the soul and the spirit, separating them as neatly as one would separate the joints
and the marrow; and it has always discerned the thoughts and intents of the human heart.  Heb. 4:12
describes the Word of God in all generations.  Therefore, then, as now, there are going to be a different
level of positive volition from person to person.  Therefore, in any generation, there will not be just one
person who knows the Word of God.  However, in any generation, there would have been at least one
person with the responsibility of preserving the Word of God, no matter what form it is in. 

Let’s approach this from a different angle.  Somehow, Melchizedek was able to establish a position of
respect in the eyes of Abram.  Abram does not simply blow him off saying, “Look, Mr. Priest-man, I’ve
talked to God on many occasions—fact to face—so what can you tell me that I don’t know?”  And had
Abram said that, Melchizedek would have answered, “I can tell you Who Jehovah Elohim is, and how
He created the heavens and the earth.  I can tell you important information about the flood, and what
happened during the flood.”  I doubt seriously that this conversation took place; however, Melchizedek
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was afforded great respect from Abram in a way that was different from any other interaction recorded
in Abram’s life. 

Recall that God had Abram separate from his family.  His family lived along the Euphrates and they were
idolaters, so how does Abram get accurate spiritual information from his own family, if they are idolaters? 
It would be more logical that Abram receives accurate information from a man who is a priest to the true
God, rather than from his own idolatrous family. 

Additional evidence of such a spiritual handoff would be simply the fact that we are now studying the life
of Abram.  Abram would have appended the Word of God with incidents from his own life, as led by God
the Holy Spirit, and with his actual meetings with God.  In other words, it is logical that Abram, at some
point in his life, was given the Word of God, because we are now studying about him. 

There is additional evidence of this in Gen. 26:4–5  [God is speaking to Isaac]: “And I will make your
seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto your seed all these countries; and in your seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge,
My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.”  What commandments, statutes and laws are we
talking about here?  Where did they come from and what were they?  All of this is taking place 400–500
years before the God gave His Law to Moses.  These verse suggest that there was some kind of a
system, some sort of law, some set of commandments which Abram was responsible for, and that he
attempted to obey them.  What has been recorded so far, concerning Abram, and what will be recorded
in the future, is God making promises to Abram.  God did not lay out a list of rules that Abram must follow
in order for God to give the land to his progeny; God simply says, “I will give this land to you.”  And yet,
Abram obeys God’s voice, God’s charge, God’s commandment, God’s statutes and God’s laws. 

Back to Melchizedek. 

In this context, there is a ceremony occurring.  They are eating bread and drinking wine—the very
elements of the Communion—and Melchizedek will call for the blessing of Abraham by God the Most
High. 

Gen 14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most
High.) 

As we have already studied, Melchizedek is a type of Christ.  His name means King of Righteousness
or Righteousness [is my] King.  He is the King of Salem (Jerusalem), which is from where Jesus Christ
will rule in the Millennium. 

He is identified as priest of the God Most High.  A priest represents man before God.  Somehow, Abram
was able to recognize this, and not think that this man was a priest to some heathen god.  As I have
suggested herein, Melchizedek had to somehow establish his authority, his position and his relationship
as priest to God.  I believe that Melchizedek did this through the Word of God.  What is most logical to
me is, after Melchizedek met with Abram and said who he was, he then said, “In the beginning, Elohim
created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of Elohim was hovering over the face of the waters.  And Elohim said,
‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.  And Elohim saw that the light was good. And Elohim separated
the light from the darkness.  Elohim called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.”  Whether Abram had heard these words before or not,
he would have recognized immediately their power and authority, and therefore, he would have afforded
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Melchizedek immediate respect.  Again, this is conjecture, but what other things could Melchizedek have
done to get Abram’s immediate respect so quickly?  What else could be more powerful and effective than
for Melchizedek to speak the Word of God to Abram? 

Remember, Abram has just returned from a war where he attacked the great alliance of his time and he
sent them running.  He has collected all of the spoil which they left behind, along with all of the slaves
taken from Sodom and Gomorrah (which would have included his nephew Lot).  My point being, Abram
was not interested in a chit-chat with just anyone who came along.  God brought these men together and
Melchizedek established who he was almost immediately. 

The title the God Most High is used here for the first time.  God is the Hebrew word (Êl (àÅì) [pronounced
ALE], which means God, god, mighty one, strong, hero; and is transliterated El.  Strong’s #410 
BDB #42.  Most High is the Hebrew word )El yôwn (òÆìÀéåÉï) [pronounced ìel -YOHN], which means Moste e

High, highest, Supreme.  The Phœnicians and the Carthaginians used the same word to refer to their
gods.  This word has a secular use, where it simply means high, higher, situated in a higher place. 
However, we find it used most often in connection with this title for God.  Strong’s #5945  BDB #751. 
God is not portrayed as a local god or a god of heathen worship, but the God over all, the God Most
High. 

The emphasis of the title El–Elyôn is authority.  We find it used in this way in Deut. 32:8, where God is
said to have divided up mankind: When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he
divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God.  This
title is associated with great authority also in Psalm 83:10  97:9.  On many occasions, El–Elyôn or just
Elyôn is used as a title of authority against Whom men rebel (Psalm 78:17, 56  107:11). 

Most of the times that we find God the Most High or simply the Most High is in the psalms.  This title is
associated with hailstones and coals of fire (Psalm 18:3), with grace in Psalm 21:7, with Jerusalem in
Psalm 46:4  87:5, with fear and respect in Psalm 47:2, as a God Who can be appealed to in Psalm 57:2,
and with protection in Psalm 91:1, 7.  In fact, we could easily put together a doctrine where entirety of
God’s essence is associated with this name. 

Finally, we find this name used when Satan rebelled against God: "How you are fallen from heaven, O
Day Star [= Lucifer], son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! 
You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; above the stars [angels] of God I will set my throne on
high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north;  I will ascend above the heights
of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' (Isa. 14:12–14).  This is the event which precipitated
human history.  God brought mankind into the picture to reveal His perfect justice, righteousness and
love. 

In Gen. 14:19, we will come across a very unusual name for God—God will be called the Possessor (by
purchase) of the earth. 

The Abbreviated Doctrine of



The Melchizedek Special Page -25-

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines 

Bibliography

Topics Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Kukis Homepage Doctrines

http://kukis.org/
http://kukis.org/page3.html

