GENESIS 26

Written and compiled by Gary Kukis

Genesis 26:1-35 Isaac and Abimelech; God Speaks to Isaac

These studies are designed for believers in Jesus Christ only. If you have exercised faith in Christ, then you are
in the right place. If you have not, then you need to heed the words of our Lord, Who said, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only-begotten [or, uniquely-born] Son, so that every [one] believing [or, trusting] in Him shall
not perish, but shall be have eternal life! For God did not send His Son into the world so that He should judge the
world, but so that the world shall be saved through Him. The one believing [or, trusting] in Him is not judged, but
the one not believing has already been judged, because he has not believed in the Name of the only-begotten [or,
uniquely-born] Son of God.” (John 3:16-18). “l am the Way and the Truth and the Life! No one comes to the
Father except through [or, by means of] Me!” (John 14:6).

Every study of the Word of God ought to be preceded by a naming of your sins to God. This restores you to
fellowship with God (1John 1:8—-10). If there are people around, you would name these sins silently. If there is
no one around, then it does not matter if you name them silently or whether you speak aloud.
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This study makes reference to a wide-range of sources. There are quotations from doctrinal teachers, of course;
but from Catholic commentaries and from other sources as well. Wherever | found relevant truth, | quoted from
it or was inspired by it. Even though it is clear that some churches have a better concept of our reason for being
here, that does not mean that there is no truth to be found anywhere else. So, from time to time, | will quote from
John Calvin, even though | do not subscribe to 5-point Calvinism; | will quote from some Catholic sources, even
though I believe that they are very wrong regarding Mary, the pope, apostolic succession and other such doctrines.
The intention is for this to be the most thorough and accurate study of Genesis available anywhere.

Also, it is not necessary that you read the grey Hebrew exegesis tables. They are set apart from the rest of
the study so that you can easily skip over them (based upon the suggestion of a friend). However, if you ever
doubt the translation of a word, phrase or a verse, these translation tables are then available.

Preface: There are 2 basic sections and an informative postscript to this chapter. To move away from a drought,
God guides Isaac to Gerar, where he deceives the Abimelech, the leader of that region. Isaac is forgiven by the
leadership, but his success provokes jealousy among the Philistines, and Isaac and his family are forced to move
further and further away. In the second related section, Abimelech and two associates hunt down Isaac to make
an alliance with him, recognizing that Gerar was blessed by his presence. The postscript simply names the two
Hittite wives of Esau and suggests that they were troublesome daughters-in-law.

There are many chapter commentaries on the book of Genesis. This will be the most extensive analysis of
Genesis 26, where you will be able to examine in depth every word of the original text. Very careful attention is
given first to the correct translation and then to the proper interpretation of the text. This is integrated into a
system of theology which is consistent, orthodox and Christ-centered. Wherever appropriate, modern-day
applications are made.

Every attempt has been made to make this both a complete and self-contained study. Therefore, all references,
vocabulary, and related concepts should be found within this extensive study. Easy access links to more in-depth
studies of some vocabulary words, concepts and doctrines are also provided.

Quotations:

Rev. Bruce Goettsche: If you are a parent, at one time or another you have watched your child do something, say
something or react to a certain situation poorly and you have cringed because you realized that you were looking
in a mirror and what you saw were some of your less laudible traits being played back to you in your child.

Goettsche continues: Or maybe you said something, did something, or reacted in a particular way and they
shrieked with the realization that you had “become your parents.” The very things you swore you would never do
or say, you were now doing and saying. Like it or not, we do tend to follow some of the footprints of the influential
people of our lives.

Goettsche later writes: Like it or not, our children learn to deal with problems the same way we do.
blame others
make excuses
run away
whine and complain
or patiently trust God.?

" From Union Church.com; accessed August 1, 2015.
2 From Union Church.com; accessed August 1, 2015.
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William Wenstrom, Jr.: Unbelief is the failure to take into account and acknowledge the character and nature of
God, His presence and His Word.?

Kukis: In this life, as believers, we have both promises and direction from God. They will never be in conflict with
one another.

Kukis: God knows our limitations and what God requires of us, we are able to do.
Kukis: Anytime a political movement encourages mental attitude sins, you know you are in the wrong movement.
Kukis: God blessing one man does not mean that God withholds blessing from others.

Sermon Bible Commentary: These four names are the names of four wells of springing water, dug in a valley, to
feed families and flocks. Esek means strife; Sitnah, hatred; Rehoboth, room; and Shebah, oath. Have you not
been at them all? *

Gen. 24:2-4 And Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he had,
"Put your hand under my thigh, that | may make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and God of the earth,
that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom | dwell, but will go to
my country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac." (ESV)

Outline of Chapter 26:

Introduction

VV. 1-5 God Gives Special Guidance to Isaac

VV. 6—11 Isaac Deceives Abimelech about Rebekah

v. 12-16 The Jealousy of the Philistines

w. 17-22 Even Though Isaac Moves Further from Gerar, Philistines Continue to Harass Him
vv. 23-25 God Speaks to Isaac in Beersheba

w. 26-31 Abimelech and Phicol, of Gerar, Make a Pact with Isaac

w. 32-33 The New Well
w. 34-35 Esau’s Hittite Wives

Addendum

Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines:

Preface Preface

Preface Quotations

Introduction God’s Promise to Isaac Graphic
Introduction The Prequel of Genesis 26

Introduction The Principals of Genesis 26
Introduction Peter Pett on Isaac

Introduction The Places of Genesis 26 (map)
Introduction The Places of Genesis 26

Introduction The Patriarchal Timeline for Genesis 26

3 From http:/lwww.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 397); accessed July 24, 2015.

4 From http://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/sbc/view.cgi?bk=08&ch=26 accessed July 29, 2015. | believe that they
are citing Parker, The Fountain, April 28th, 1881.
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Many who read and study this chapter are 1% or 2" generation students of R. B. Thieme, Jr., so that much of
this vocabulary is second nature. One of Bob’s contributions to theology is a fresh vocabulary along with a
number of concepts which are theologically new or reworked, yet still orthodox. Therefore, if you are unfamiliar
with his work, the definitions below will help you to fully understand all that is being said. Also, | have developed
a few new terms and concepts which require definition as well.

In addition, there are other more traditional yet technical theological terms which will be used and therefore
defined as well.

Sometimes the terms in the exegesis of this chapter are simply alluded to, without any in-depth explanation of
them. Sometimes, these terms are explained in detail and illustrated. A collection of all these terms is found
here: (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

jEs———G—C—CCSGGGGGaGSSGE.——————————————————————————————————————————
Definition of Terms

Friends and relatives and associates of a spiritually mature believer receive some
Blessing by overflow of blessing from that believer. People in the same geographical area of a mature
Association of maturing believer receive blessings through their association. Blessing by
Association (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

The Geographic : This is simply stated as, where does God want me to be? The Geographic Will of God
will of God (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

In nearly any nation, there will be believers and there will be mature believers (which is
called a pivot. If these groups are large enough, a nation will be preserved and, in most
cases, greatly prospered. If the pivot is small, or if there are very few mature believers
in this pivot, then that nation will go down. The concept of a pivot of believers preserving
a nation is found in Genesis 18:22—-33 Matthew 5:13. For more information, see Bible
Doctrine Resource or R. B. Thieme, Jr. (these appear to be identical).

Pivot
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Definition of Terms

Rebound
(Restoration to
fellowship with
God)

In the New Testament, this is naming your sins to God, so that you are both restored to
temporal fellowship with God and are then filled with the Spirit of God. In the Old
Testament, naming your sins to God would result in a restoration of fellowship and, in
some cases, the empowerment of the Holy Spirit once again (the Holy Spirit was not given
to all Old Testament believers). See the Doctrine of Rebound (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

The Revealed
God (or, the
Revealed Lord)

We all come to a time of God-consciousness where we understand the concept and
possibility of the existence of God. At that point, we face 2 great questions: (1) do we
want to know this God and (2) are will willing to believe in God as He has revealed Himself
or do we make a god in our own image and worship that?

Stages of
National
Discipline

God set up a series of stages that He would go through to discipline the nation Israel,
which stages are laid out in Leviticus 26. These are called the cycles of discipline by R.
B. Thieme, Jr. See the Doctrine of the Cycles of Discipline. Client nations experience
similar discipline from God.

Suzerain-vassal
treaty

The is a treaty or contract made between the sovereign ruler of a nation and the people
in another location. Often, this contract would demand taxes or some form of
remuneration, which brought them both protection from the sovereign and from other
foreign powers. It would be the sovereign who proposed the details of the contract. See
the Abrahamic Covenant (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Theophany

A Theophany is an appearance by God, the Revealed Lord, before the incarnation of
Jesus. A “theophany’...refer [s] to either a visible or auditory manifestation of the Son of
God before His incarnation in Bethlehem (Gen. 32:29-30; Ex. 3:2; 19:18-20; Josh. 5:13-
15; Dan. 3:26).° See the Theophanies of God for more information.

Type, Antitype,
Typical

A type is a preordained representation wherein certain persons, events, and institutions
ofthe O.T. stand for corresponding persons, events, and institutions of the N.T. Types are
pictures or object lessons by which God has taught His redemptive plan. They are a
shadow of things to come, not the image of those things (Col. 2:17 Heb. 8:5 10:1).% See
the Doctrine of Typology (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Some of these definitions are taken from
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1556
http://www.bibledoctrinechurch.org/?subpages/GLOSSARY.shtml
http://rickhughesministries.org/content/Biblical-Terms.pdf
http://www.gbible.org/index.php?proc=d4d
http://www.wordoftruthministries.org/termsanddefs.htm
http://www.realtime.net/~wdoud/topics.html
http://www.theopedia.com/

An Introduction to Genesis 26

land. Because there is a drought, Isaac is about to move to Egypt, but God guides him to Gerar instead, where

I ntroduction: Genesis 26 is primarily about the interaction between Isaac and his family with the heathen of the

Isaac appears to have a good relationship with the leadership there (with Abimelech). However, the people
force Isaac to leave and their mischief push Isaac and family further and further away. However, Abimelech,

% From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p- 404); accessed July 25, 2015.
6 From http:/lwww.dake.com/dake/types.html accessed July 30, 2013.
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Phicol and another associate seek the banished Isaac out in order to establish an alliance with him. At the end
of the chapter, Esau, one of Isaac and Rebekah’s sons, marries two Hittite women, and they make life difficult for
Isaac and Rebekah.

As one who does not believe that Moses wrote Genesis (at best, he edited it); Abraham’s trusted servant probably
wrote Genesis 24 and Isaac was likely the author of Genesis 25-26.

Genesis 26 opens with their being a famine in the land, and
Isaac makes plans to move temporarily to Egypt. God
speaks to Isaac directly and tells him not to. In fact, God

reiterates some promises to Isaac that He had previously G o) d ) S P rom 1 Se

made to Abraham, and then makes a very unusual

statement which | will endeavor to explain.
tolilsaac
“I'll tell you where to move to,” God promises; and Isaac
and family move to Gerar, an area populated by Philistines.
Genesis 26

God’s Promise to Isaac Graphic is from Portage Church,
accessed August 3, 2015.

Chapter 26 deals only with Isaac and Rebekah in a situation

which parallels the past of Abraham. Abraham recorded in

Scripture how he deceived men in the past by claiming that

Sarah was his sister. Isaac will do the exact same thing in

this chapter. This is not the kind of thing that his father Abraham would have talked about and it occurred before
he was born; so what makes the most sense is that he had the beginning of the Bible, much of it written by
Abraham, which he carried with him (possibly, Isaac carried this with him in his own head). This is possibly where
this idea came from.

There are 3 very similar narratives in Genesis. Abraham twice lies about his relationship with his wife to strangers
that he is worried about; and Genesis 26 is about Isaac doing the exact same thing. There are many significant
differences between these narratives; but it is interesting that God the Holy Spirit chose these events to record.

Sometimes, we learn a lot about a person when we see them in the same circumstance, but years later; or when
we see two different people in the same circumstance. We are going to also learn a lot about the Philistines. The
narrative of Abraham and Isaac both going into the land of the Philistines indicates that there have been
sociological changes among the Philistines themselves. However, it is going to take us some time before we get
there. One verse is going to stop us dead in our tracks. It is a verse you may have read many times, but did not
realize just how out of place it is.

Although Isaac clearly mends his relationship with Abimelech, the king of Gerar’; the people of Gerar are very
jealous of Isaac’s success, and they push the king to remove Isaac from their midst. Isaac moves out of town,
but Philistines continue to harass him by filling in the wells which he digs; so Isaac moves further and further away
until the harassment ends. Isaac continues to dig wells and the Philistines continue to fill them in. Isaac finally
puts enough distance between himself and the Philistines to where this behavior stops.

After this, God again speaks to Isaac and gives more assurances to Isaac. As a result, Isaac stops there and
builds an altar to God.

Sometime after this—we don’t know if it is weeks, months or years later, Abimelech and his general Phicol hunt
down Isaac and make peace with him. Itis clear that Abimelech recognizes the blessing that he received by being

7| often call him the King of Gerar; however, he is twice referred to as the King of the Philistines in Genesis 26.
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associated with Isaac, and he tells him this. They share a meal of fellowship and Abimelech and company leave
on good terms.

The final interaction between Isaac and his family and the heathen of the land is, Esau, their son, marries two
Hittite women. These women make life difficult for Isaac and Rebekah (although it is not clear how).

You may not realize it by the introduction, but this chapter is very up-to-date; the events of this chapter have many
contemporary applications. We have a political party whose philosophy, in part, on jealousy. No political
movement based upon a mental attitude sin will prosper. Either it will become greatly weakened or they will
destroy the country.

It is important to understand what has gone before.

The Prequel of Genesis 26

Genesis 26 is a fairly self-contained chapter, requiring little introduction. Abraham, called of God to move
westward to the Land of Promise, has a son of promise, Isaac (Genesis 12-22). Abraham sends his most
responsible servant eastward to fetch a wife for Isaac, and he returns with Rebekah (Genesis 24).

Isaac and Rebekah have twin sons, Jacob and Esau, the latter of whom is spoken of at the end of this chapter.
Nothing is said about Jacob; and we have no idea as to the ages of their sons in Genesis 26:1-33. Most of
those who deal with the timing of this chapter, suggest that most of this chapter occurred before Jacob and
Esau are born.

Genesis 26 will begin with a drought which causes Isaac to make plans on moving to another area.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

We need to know who the people are who populate this chapter.

The Principals of Genesis 26

Characters Commentary
Abraham is the son of Terah, descendant of Shem; and he is the father of the Jewish
Abraham
people.
Isaac Isaac is the son of promise born to Abraham and Sarah.
Abimelech Abimelech is the King of the Philstines in Gerar. This is a title and not a proper name.
Rebekah Rebekah is the beautiful daughter of Abraham's nephew (Bethuel). She married Isaac.

Genesis 26 prominently speaks of the Philistines, who are only spoken in previously in
The Philistines Genesis 10:14 21:32, 34. They are mentioned 5 times in Genesis 26. A subset of the
Philistines also figures prominently into this chapter—the herdsmen of Gerar.

Ahuzzath Abimelech’s adviser.
Phicol He was the commander of Abimelech’s army
Judith She was the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, who married Esau.

She was the daughter of Elon the Hittite and she also married Esau. Both women

el made life difficult for Isaac and Rebekah, their in-laws.

Esau Esau is the firstborn of Isaac and Rebekah. Jacob is his fraternal twin.
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Some of these from A Fire in my Bones; accessed July 27, 2015 and edited.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Griffith-Thomas: ALTHOUGH Isaac lived the longest of all the patriarchs less is recorded of him than
of the others. This is the only chapter exclusively devoted to his life. His was a quiet, peaceful, normal
life. He was the ordinary son of a great father, and the ordinary father of a [dynamic and colorful]...son.
We are accustomed to speak of such lives as commonplace and ordinary, and yet the ordinary life is
the "ordered" life, and in the truest sense the "ordained" life. Like the rest of us, Isaac's experiences
were marked by light and shade, by sin and discipline, by grace and mercy.®

Steven Cole: Isaac...wasn’t bold like his father Abraham, who made a daring raid against the kings
of the east. He wasn’t shrewd like his son, Jacob, or a gifted leader like his grandson, Joseph. Yet
God used him to work out His covenant promises. His life shows us that there’s hope in the Lord for
all us ordinary people.®

Pett discusses Isaac, particularly in reference to this chapter.

Peter Pett on Isaac

After the heart warming record of the obtaining of a suitable wife for Isaac as a result of the direct activity of
Yahweh little is told us about him. This is because during his lifetime important covenants and theophanies were
few and therefore there was no recording in writing.

The family tribe over which he presided continued to be strong (Genesis 26:16) and he clashed with Abimelech
at Gerar but that is almost all we know about him apart from the birth of his children and his part in the
continuation of the chosen line. But he did continue Abraham's policy of allying his family with the family of
Abraham's father Terah and was upset when Esau departed from it (Genesis 28:9). More dangerously (and with
less justification) he also continued the policy of describing his wife as his sister. He seems to be a mirrorimage
of his father but without his effectiveness and personality.

But his importance is that he was part of the fulfilling of God's purposes. He was not charismatic, he was not
outstanding, but he was chosen by God and was a necessary part of the chain that led up to Moses, then to
David and finally to Jesus Christ. What Abraham began he had to hold on to and continue. And this he did,
without fuss and without bravado. He was there when God wanted him.

We too may feel that we are not important, but if we are His and responsive to His words we too are an
important part of the chain that leads to the fulfilling of His purposes. Isaac should be an encouragement to us
all.

However, Isaac is seen later as an important member of those to whom the covenant was given (2 Kings 13:23;
1 Chronicles 6:16; Psalms 105:9). In Amos 7:9; Amos 7:16 Isaac is used as another name to designate Israel.

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 27, 2015.
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8 From http://preceptaustin.org/genesis_devotional_commentary.htm (Genesis 26); accessed August 2, 2015.
° From http://lwww.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/011997m.pdf accessed August 1, 2015.
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http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26
http://preceptaustin.org/genesis_devotional_commentary.htm
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The Places of Genesis 26
(map); a google map from
News you can believe;
accessed July 31, 2015

There was a famine in the
land, but God spoke to
Isaac and told him to go to
a place He would show him,
and not down to Egypt.
Isaac went to Gerar of the
Philistines.

It appears that Isaac moved
from Beer-lahai-roi
(Genesis 24:62  25:11),
which would have been
found perhaps 50 miles
southwest of Beersheba.
He would not have been too
far from a trading route that
ran from Gerar and
Bathsheba down to Egypt.
If he went west, he would
end up in Egypt; and if
Isaac went northeast, he would end up in Gerar (which is how God directs him in this chapter).

Isaac was forced out of Gerar many years later by envious Philistines. He established a well that he named
Rehoboth and eventually moved back to Beersheba.

We need to know where this chapter takes place.

Beersheba means "well of oath" or "well of seven." Itis where Abimelech and Abraham
Beersheba made a treaty and Abraham lived and where Isaac and Abimelech made a treaty. This
is in southern Judah.

Valley of Gerar Valley of Gerar is Philistine territory where Isaac clashed with the herdsmen of Gerar.
. Shibah means "oath." It is a well that Isaac's servants dug at Beersheba after he made
Shibah . .
an oath with Abimelech.
Egypt Egypt is where Isaac intended to go to survive the famine.
Esek Esek means "dispute." It is a well where Isaac clashed with herdsmen.

Sitnah Sitnah means "opposition." It is a well where Isaac clashed with herdsmen.



http://newsyoucanbelieve.com/bible/wp-content/gallery/google-images-for-genesis-chapter-26/google-images-for-genesis-chapter-26_2.png
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Rehoboth Rehoboth means "room." It is a well where the herdsmen finally left Isaac alone.
| took many of these from A Fire in my Bones; accessed July 27, 2015. These were edited.
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The Patriarchal Timeline for Genesis 26

Legend

Birth or death God speaks with a patriarch
Historical incidents (most of which are related to one of Israel’s patriarchs)

Parenthetical dates (2065 B.C.) simply refer to taking the date assigned by the chronologist and using Scripture
to determine the next date.

The entire Abrahamic Timeline (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).
The entire Patriarchal Timeline (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

With Abraham, there are continual references to his age, which helps to determine relative dates. There are
far fewer references to the ages of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, which means that there is more guesswork
involved in determining dates during their lifetimes.

MacDonald Reese’s
(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description
Bible) Bible

Terah, Abram'’s father, is born. Gen 11:24-26
Nahor lived 29 years and fathered Terah. After he

2234 B.C. 2097 B.C. Genesis 11:24 |fathered Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and fathered
other sons and daughters. Terah lived 70 years and
fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

1969 B.C. NOaR'S Genesis 9:28-29 Death of Noah
Abraham (Terah’s son) and Lot (Haran’s son) born
AT L 3537 generaton rom Acom. Gon 1156. Terah ot 70
years and fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.
2064 B.C. Abraham Genesis 21:1—7 's@ac born to Abraham. Isaac would be the 44"

(1867 B.C.) | 2066 B.C. is 100 1Chronicles 1:34 generation from Adam. Gen 21:5 Abraham was

(ALISIXEY) 100 years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
Isaac (Abraham’s son) and Rebekah. Genesis
25:20 Isaac was 40 years old when he took as his
Genesis 24:1-67 wife Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramaesan
(2026 B.C.) i from Paddan-aram, and sister of Laban the

CEmEslE Aol Aramaean. At this time, Isaac is living in the Negev.

It is likely that Abraham lived there as well; or near to
there.


https://afireinmybones.wordpress.com/2011/01/11/genesis-2519-2635-isaac/
http://kukis.org/Charts/abrahamictimeline.htm
http://kukis.org/Charts/abrahamictimeline.pdf
http://kukis.org/Charts/abrahamictimeline.wpd
http://kukis.org/Charts/Patriarch_Timeline.htm
http://kukis.org/Charts/Patriarch_Timeline.pdf
http://kukis.org/Charts/Patriarch_Timeline.wpd
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MacDonald Reese’s
(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description
Bible) Bible
Isaac is . . . . )
2026 B.C. 40 Genesis 25:20 Isaac marries Rebekah. Genesis 25:20
Jacob & Esau born to Isaac. Gen 25:26 After this,
Abraham . X , - .
is 160 | Genesis 25:19 his brother came out grasping Esau's heel with his
2004 B.C. 1807 B.C. 2006 B.C. . "7’ 'hand. So he was named Jacob. Isaac was 60 years
Isaac is 21-26
60 old when they were born. Therefore, Abraham
would be 160 years old.
Isaac is the heir of all things that Abraham has (but,
(1991 B.C.) Genesis 25:5-6 most importantly, of the covenant of God with
Abraham).
Abraham dies. Gen 25:7 This is the length of
Abraham . . Abraham's life: 175 years. He is buried in the cave
(e LA LRI is 175 EELEOEH A of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Nephron
(this would be with Sarah).
Genesis 25:11 |God blesses Isaac.
1782 B.C. . ,
. . A famine in the land; God renews covenant with
1740 B.C. Genesis 26:1-5 Isaac at Gerar.
(Klassen)
Genesis 26:6—10 Rebekah and Isaac in Gerar.
Genesis . .
26:11-16 Isaac is blessed by God in Gerar.
ggg :'g' Genesis Strife between Isaac and Philistines in and near
e 26:17-22 Gerar.
(Klassen)
Genesis . .
1767 B.C. 26:34_35 Esau marries two Canaanite women.
1757—-
Jie e Gl Isaac makes an altar in Beer-sheba
1733 B.C. 26:23-25 ’
(Klassen)
1738 B.C. Genesis
c1732B.c. 1977 B.C. ) Isaac’s alliance with Abimelech at Beersheba.
26:26-33
(Klassen)

Bibliography

MacDonald’s timeline is from: http://www.bibleistrue.com/gna/gna63.htm accessed October 11, 2011 and August
12, 2014. Included in MacDonald’s timeline is a timeline for Egypt interspersed.

See http://lwww.bibleistrue.com/gnal/qna63dating.htm for his justification of his timeline.

The Bible Hub timeline (accessed January 11, 2015) appears to be pretty thorough, but no one specifically is credited.

From: http://www.christianshepherd.org/bible_study_guides/abram_to_the_exodus.pdf (Christian shepherd).
This source believes that the Jews live only a short time in Egypt (210 years).
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The Reese Chronological Bible; KJV translation; Editor: Edward Reese; ©1977 by Edward Reese and Klassen'’s dating
system ©1975 by Frank R. Klassen; ®1980 by Bethany House Publishers, South Minneapolis, MN; pp. 18-19, 54—-74.

The Modern Language Bible (The New Berkeley Version), Revised Edition; ©1969 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.;
pp. 10-54.
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Ballinger puts together the data to indicate when this chapter takes place.

Ballinger on the Timing of Genesis 26

The timing of the events of this chapter is sometime shortly after the death of Abraham (cf. v. 18).
Isaac was 75 years of age at the death of his father Abraham.

When Abraham died at age 175, Jacob was 15 years of age.

The twins were born when Isaac was 60 years of age.

Isaac is tested with a famine similar to the one that his father experienced shortly after Abraham's arrival
in the Promised Land (cf. Gen. 12:10 for "the previous/first famine").

Approximately one century separates these two famines.

Abraham arrived in Canaan in 1871 BC so this would place the 2" major famine at somewhere around
1771 BC (Abraham's age when he first entered Canaan was 75 and he died at age 175).

ohwbh=

No

From http://www.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
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Keith Krell’® and Scott Grant™ both suggest that this chapter occurs earlier in time to Genesis 25:21-34 (the birth
of Jacob and Esau). Isaac will tell Abimelech that Rebekah is his sister rather than his wife; and having twins
would make that a less believable story. | could, however, propose a scenario by which she could have children
and he is still her brother; but Isaac will express husband-like affection towards Rebekah in this chapter, and that
is hard to do with twins. For that reason, Krell is probably correct. Whether there is some overlap in these
chapters (Isaac and Rebekah in Gerar, they leave Gerar, Rebekah gives birth to twins, Abimelech and Phicol seek
out Abraham) we don’t know. The pieces of Genesis 25 fit together well as do the pieces of Genesis 26. Both
could have been recorded by Isaac at two different times (and by recorded, | mean that Isaac could have
remembered these things and then passed them along to Esau and/or Jacob).

Actually, this leads to some interesting speculation: assuming that the patriarchs themselves recorded their own
history and passed it along from generation to generation, the handoff to Jacob may possibly have occurred by
means of his mother, Rebekah (Genesis 27). However, the handoff may have occurred after Jacob returns from
Syria with his wives (Genesis 33).

This is interesting, as it appears at the end of Genesis 25 that we are next going to enter into the Jacob narrative
(as it ends with the twins being born); but then there is suddenly more narrative about Isaac. However, Genesis
25 appears to be mostly about the Arabic line from Abraham. Abraham’s wife is mentioned along with their
children (as discussed, she probably came along after the death of Sarah). Abraham’s death is recorded, which
indicates that there will be no more children from him directly; and this leads into the line of Ishmael and his half-
brother Isaac (both men gather together for Abraham’s funeral). If Isaac is the author of Genesis 25 (and | believe
that he is), he is a man concerned with consequential matters: births and deaths and appearances of God. So,
his visit with Ishmael would, no doubt, result in finding out about Ishmael’s children (more Arabs).

Logically, if one is going to talk about Ishmael’s children, then Isaac ought to speak of his own children; and,
logically, because Isaac is speaking of the Arabs who were descendants of Abraham, then there is one more to

1% From https://bible.org/seriespage/33-famine-feast-genesis-261-33 accessed August 1, 2015.
" From http://lwww.pbc.org/system/message_files/99650/4866.pdf accessed August 2, 2015.
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name, and that is Esau. So, that is how Genesis 25 all hangs together—it is the Arab chapter, where the entire
line of Arabs is covered.

But, Isaac, being a man interested with things of consequence, must also tell about his relationship to God, and
how God spoke to him. Therefore, God speaking to him begins this chapter, and comes in at the end of this
chapter. Isaac records all of the circumstances around God speaking to him.

So, whereas Genesis 25 is the Arab chapter; Genesis 26 is the God speaks to Isaac chapter. Both chapters were
probably written by Isaac; and they individually hold together as cohesive units (with the exception of the final two
verses of this chapter).

Interestingly enough, Genesis 27 will indicate that Isaac is old and blind; but additional passages indicate that he
will live for a very long time (longer than any of the other patriarchs). So much of his life was continued in a state
of blindness and probably in close association with Esau.

Given that, logically, Isaac knew and recited the book of Genesis on up to Genesis 24, and then added two
chapters of his own. Who would he have spoken these chapters to? His wife and his son Esau. His wife
Rebekah may have impressed these on the mind of Jacob before he left.

When it comes to passing along the Scriptures and writing them, we have clues as to the latter (the very personal
nature of the passages related to Jacob and his life); but we have absolutely no outright statements that | can find.
My premise has been, chapters would be written (perhaps in the mind of a patriarch) and then passed along to
his son or sons, who would add to that. Each generation would have The History of Man and God taught to him;
and each generation would add a few chapters to that.

However, my only evidence is, the Exodus generation appears to know God, to know who God is; and they know
who Abraham and his sons were (and they knew this early on; they did not learn it from Moses). The only way
that this could happen is for the Scriptures (Genesis and probably Job) to have been passed down from generation
to generation in some way.

One needs to bear in mind, as these Scriptures are passed along from generation to generation, that it slowly
became clear, both to Jacob and to Esau, that the blessing of God would go through the line of Jacob. This was
not something that was easy for Esau to take. However, as this became clear, God also clearly blessed Esau.
Furthermore, Esau was given a great deal of time with Isaac, so Genesis 1-26 could be impressed upon his mind.

Inevitably, | can find someone who summarizes a chapter better than | can.

A Synopsis of Genesis 26 (by James Burton Coffman)

(1) There was a famine similar to the one that prompted Abraham to go down into Egypt. However, Isaac,
heeding the warning of God, remained in Canaan, in Gerar, which was under the jurisdiction of
Abimelech, the Philistine king (Genesis 26:1-5).

(2) Isaac, with similar motivation to that of Abraham passed the word around that Rebekah was his sister.
This time, however, Abimelech, knowing of the experience with Abraham and Sarah, looked into the
relationship himself, and observing Isaac fondling Rebekah, he confronted Isaac and demanded the truth
as well as an explanation from Isaac. Apparently, at the same time he also ordered Isaac out of the
vicinity of Gerar (Genesis 26:27), and gave strict laws against anyone's molesting either Rebekah or Isaac
(Genesis 26:6-11).

(3) Isaac then, at some distance from Abimelech's capital, engaged in agriculture, reaping harvests of a
hundred fold, and being prospered exceedingly. Again, Abimelech ordered him to move; and Isaac moved
further down the valley of Gerar (Genesis 26:12-17).
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A Synopsis of Genesis 26 (by James Burton Coffman)

(4) The famine then being over, Isaac returned to his home at Beer-lahairoi, near Beersheba, and digged
again the water wells which Abraham had digged, the same having, in the meanwhile, been stopped up,
presumably by the Philistines. Considerable strife ensued over the water wells, but Isaac diplomatically
resolved the difficulties (Genesis 26:18-22).

(5) God appeared to Isaac at Beersheba, where Isaac built an altar, presumably offered sacrifices, and
worshipped Jehovah. He also digged another water well (Genesis 26:23-25).

(6) King Abimelech, however, was apparently apprehensive with regard to the growth and power of Isaac,
and doubtless feared that hostilities might eventually come about. Acting in the same manner as another
King Abimelech (presumably) had acted toward Abraham, he at once went to Beersheba and concluded
a treaty with Isaac (Genesis 26:26-33). Thus, history repeated itself, however, not without important
variations.

(7) The final paragraph of the chapter relates the marriage of Esau with Canaanite women, much to the
displeasure of his mother Rebekah (Genesis 26:34-35).

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 28, 2015.
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Several outlines are presented here.

Matthew Henry Outlines Genesis 26

l. Isaac in adversity, by reason of a famine in the land, which,
1. Obliges him to change his quarters (Genesis 26:1).
2. But, God visits him with direction and comfort (Genesis 26:2-5).
3. He foolishly denies his wife, being in distress and is reproved for it by Abimelech (Genesis 26:6—11).

Il Isaac in prosperity, by the blessing of God upon him (Genesis 26:12—14).
1. The Philistines were envious at him (Genesis 26:14-17).
2. He continued industrious in his business (Genesis 26:18-23).
3. God appeared to him, and encouraged him, and he devoutly acknowledged God (Genesis
26:24-25).
4. The Philistines, at length, made court to him, and made a covenant with him (Genesis 26:26—33).

5. The disagreeable marriage of his son Esau was an alloy to the comfort of his prosperity (Genesis
26:34-35).
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There are not a lot of different approaches to this chapter.

Alternate Outline by Jack Ballinger

Isaac and His Tests with the Philistines (vv. 1-33)
How Isaac Came to Live Among the Philistines (vv. 1-11)
Isaac Prospers Greatly in Gerar (vv. 12-16)
"Water-Wars" (vv. 18-22)
Renewal of the Promises at Beersheba (vv. 23-25)



http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26

17 The Book of Genesis

Alternate Outline by Jack Ballinger

Non-Aggression Pact with Abimelech (vv. 26-31)
Isaac's Actions Vindicated (vv. 32-33)
Esau's Wives (vv. 34-35)

From http://www.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
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This approach has a couple of unique features.

One More Outline (from Arno Gaebelein)

CHAPTER 26 Isaac in Gerar
The famine (Genesis 26:1)
Jehovah appears unto Isaac (Genesis 26:2-5)
Isaac in Gerar where he denies Rebekah (Genesis 26:6-11)
Isaac's prosperity and the digging of wells (Genesis 26:12-22)
Jehovah appears at Beersheba (Genesis 26:23-25)
Isaac and Abimelech (Genesis 26:26-33)
The wives of Esau (Genesis 26:34-35)

Nookrowdh =

From http://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/gab/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 28, 2015.
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God speaks to Isaac twice in this chapter; and Isaac interacts with a number of Philistines (primarily from the area
of Gerar).

J. Vernon McGee: When | was a much younger preacher, this chapter did not seem to be very
exciting. It is quite colorless and uninteresting, which is especially noticeable after we have studied
a man like Abraham and an exciting man like Jacob who is to follow. This chapter is about Isaac. In
fact, it is the only chapter that is really about Isaac, and it just isn't very thrilling. All he does is dig
wells. However, in later years I've come to examine these chapters and have found that God has a
message for us in this also. In fact, it is a very important message, and Paul stated it quite accurately:
"For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope" (Rom. 15:4 ). This is a chapter that teaches patience,
and some of us need that - certainly | am in that category. Yet, we would not have you get the
impression that patience is all that God wants of us. The Lord also had men like Abraham, like Jacob,
and like David, men who were real go-getters and who were aggressive. God can use that also. But
the life of Isaac has a great message for many of us."

There are many things that we will get from this chapter, which may not be apparent at first. This chapter is very
much related to the will of God and to the geographic will of God. However, it takes a bit of study to understand
how to apply this to your own life.

Many teachers begin this chapter with a personal story that has the tag line, like father, like son. Although that
is going on in this chapter, there is a specific reason why; and it is not because Isaac is doing what he has
observed his father doing (Isaac was not yet born). Inv. 7, this will be explained. However, the importance of the
father-son relationship to this chapter is pointed out by Keith Krell, who observed' that the word Abraham is found
8 times in this chapter; and the word father 6 times.

12 From https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt (Genesis 26); accessed July 29, 2015.
'3 From https://bible.org/seriespage/33-famine-feast-genesis-261-33 accessed August 1, 2015.
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| noticed about two-thirds of the way through that some of the Pulpit Commentary was really a translation with
some additional information added in between the phrases. So | included some of that under translations.

Throughout this chapter, | allude to current political and historical events and note what year that this was written.
| began writing this material in 2013; | completed the writing in 2015. That will explain the disparity of the dates.

With this chapter, | introduce some excellent commentary by Jack M. Ballinger, a pastor-teacher in Oklahoma.
His site incorrectly linked to his studies in various books (which | have attempted to inform them of), so | was
unable to refer to his work until now. The correct links are found in the footnotes.

Chapter Updates:
I will use this space to indicate any format changes.
Every verse will be hyperlinked from the first page, so that you can easily go to a specific verse in this chapter.

At the end of the exegesis of every verse, | will make certain that there is a Kukis mostly literal translation and a
Kukis paraphrase, both of them marked as such.

| have decided to add spacing between the translation and the commentary.

In the future, | would really like to add a few translations, fill in the translation of this chapter (at the end of this
document); and provide additional sources at the end of this document.
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God Gives Special Guidance to Isaac

Slavishly literal: Moderately literal:

And so is a famine in the land from to a There was a famine in the land apart from the
separation the famine the first which was in Genesis first famine in the days of Abraham. Isaac went
days of Abraham. And so goes Isaac unto 26:1 to Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, to
Abimelech, king of Philistines, Gerar-ward. Gerar.

There was another famine in the land, in addition to the one during the time of Abraham. Isaac, therefore,
went to the king of the Philistines, Abimelech, to Gerar, their state capitol.

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts: Note: | compare the Hebrew text to English translations of the Latin, Syriac and
Greek texts, using the Douay-Rheims translation'; George Lamsa’s translation, and
Sir Lancelot Charles Lee Brenton’s translation as revised and edited by Paul W.
Esposito, respectively. | often update these texts with non-substantive changes
(e.g., youfor thou, etc.). | often use the text of the Complete Apostles’ Bible instead
of Brenton'’s translation, because it updates the English text.

“ I have begun to doubt my e-sword Douay-Rheims version, so | now use www.latinvulgate.com.



http://www.latinvulgate.com
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Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew)

Targum (trans. By Cook)

Latin Vulgate
Peshitta (Syriac)

Septuagint (Greek)

The Book of Genesis

The Septuagint was the earliest known translation of a book (circa 200 B.C.). Since
this translation was made before the textual criticism had been developed into a
science and because different books appear to be translated by different men, the
Greek translation can sometimes be very uneven.

When there are serious disparities between my translation and Brenton’s (or the
text of the Complete Apostles’ Bible), | look at the Greek text of the Septuagint (the
LXX) to see if a substantive difference actually exists (and | reflect these changes
in the English rendering of the Greek text). | use the Greek LXX with Strong’s
numbers and morphology available for e-sword. The only problem with this
resource (which is a problem for similar resources) is, there is no way to further
explore Greek verbs which are not found in the New Testament. Although | usually
quote the Complete Apostles’ Bible here, | have begun to make changes in the
translation when their translation conflicts with the Greek and note what those
changes are.

The Masoretic text is the Hebrew text with all of the vowels (vowel points) inserted
(the original Hebrew text lacked vowels). We take the Masoretic text to be the text
closest to the original. However, differences between the Masoretic text and the
Greek, Latin and Syriac are worth noting and, once in a great while, represent a
more accurate text possessed by those other ancient translators.

In general, the Latin text is an outstanding translation from the Hebrew text into
Latin and very trustworthy (I say this as a non-Catholic). Unfortunately, | do not
read Latin—apart from some very obvious words—so | am dependent upon the
English translation of the Latin (principally, the Douay-Rheims translation).

Underlined words indicate differences in the text.

Bracketed portions of the Dead Sea Scrolls are words, letters and phrases lost in
the scroll due to various types of damage. Underlined words or phrases are those
in the Dead Sea Scrolls but not in the Masoretic text.

The Targum of Onkelos is actually the Pentateuchal Targumim, which are The
Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan Ben Uzziel. On the Pentateuch With The
Fragments of the Jerusalem Targum From the Chaldee by J. W. Etheridge, M.A.
Taken from http://targum.info/targumic-texts/pentateuchal-targumim/ and first
published in 1862.

And so is a famine in the land from to a separation the famine the first which was
in days of Abraham. And so goes Isaac unto Abimelech, king of Philistines, Gerar-
ward.

And there was a mighty famine in the land of Kenaan, besides the former famine
which had been in the days of Abraham; and Izhak went to Abimelek king of the
Philistaee at Gerar.

And when a famine came in the land, after that barrenness which had happened in
the days of Abraham, Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Palestines, to Gerara.
AND there was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that was in the days
of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gadar, to Abimeleck king of the Philistines.

And there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine, which was in the
time of Abraham; and Isaac went to Abimelech the king of the Philistines to Gerar.
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Barrenness in the Latin probably refers to the famine.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English

Easy English

Easy-to-Read Version

The Message

NIRV

Then came a time of great need in the land, like that which had been before in the
days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar.
Isaac and Abimelech

Now there was a *famine in Canaan. There had been a *famine in the time when
Abraham was alive. But this was another *famine. Isaac went to the place called
Gerar. He went to Abimelech, the king of the *Philistines.

Once there was a famine [A time when there is no rain and no crops can grow.
People and animals often die from lack of food and water.]. This was like the famine
that happened during Abraham’s life. So Isaac went to the town of Gerar, to
Abimelech the king of the Philistine people.

There was a famine in the land, as bad as the famine during the time of Abraham.
And Isaac went down to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, in Gerar.

Isaac and Abimelech

There was very little food in the land. The same thing had been true earlier, in
Abraham's time. Isaac went to Abimelech in Gerar. Abimelech was the king of the
Philistines.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Common English Bible

Contemporary English V.

New Berkeley Version

New Century Version

New Life Bible

New Living Translation

Isaac and Rebekah visit Gerar

When a famine gripped the land, a different one from the first famine that occurred
in Abraham's time, Isaac set out toward Gerar and toward King Abimelech of the
Philistines.

Once during Abraham's lifetime, the fields had not produced enough grain, and now
the same thing happened. So Isaac went to King Abimelech of the Philistines in the
land of Gerar,...

A famine visited the land in addition to the earlier famine in Abraham’s day, so Isaac
moved to Gerar, to Abimelech [The name Abimelech, like the name Pharaoh in
Egypt, seems to have been a title that applied to successive rulers.] the Philistine
king.

Isaac Lies to Abimelech

Now there was a time of hunger in the land, besides the time of hunger that
happened during Abraham's life. So Isaac went to the town of Gerar to see
Abimelech king of the Philistines.

Now there was another time when there was no food in the land, after the time of
no food in the days of Abraham. So Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the
Philistines.

Isaac Deceives Abimelech

A severe famine now struck the land, as had happened before in Abraham's time.
So Isaac moved to Gerar, where Abimelech, king of the Philistines, lived.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

International Standard V

There came a famine in the land, which was greater than past famines in the time
of AbraHam. So IsaAc went to GeraRa to [see] AbiMelech, the king of the
Philistines.

Isaac Lives in Philistia for a While
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New Advent Bible

Today’s NIV

Translation for Translators

The Book of Genesis

Later on, a famine swept through the land. This famine was different from the
previous famine that had occurred earlier, during Abraham's lifetime. So Isaac went
to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar.
When a famine came upon the land again, like the famine which had visited it in
Abraham's time, Isaac was for leaving it; and he had reached the court of
Abimelech, king of the Philistines, in Gerara,...
The land was stricken by a famine—not the earlier famine which happened in
Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelech the Philistine king at Gerar.

Isaac deceived King Abimelech
Some time later there was a severe «famine/scarcity of food» in the land. That was
different from the famine that occurred when Abraham was alive. So Isaac went
southeast to Gerar town, to talk to Abimelech, the king of the Philistine
people-group. What happened was this: Isaac considered going to Egypt, but
Yahweh appeared to him and said, "Do not go down to Egypt! Live in the land
where | will tell you to go! V. 2 is included for context.

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear

Conservapedia

Ferar-Fenton Bible

Lexham English Bible

NIV — UK

Famine was in the land, the first famine that had claimed the days of Abraham.
Isaac went to King Abimelech of Palestine (Gaza Strip) in Gerar.

Famine struck the land, a different event from the former famine that had happened
in the days of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Avvites, toward Gerar.
Traditionally translated as "king of the Philistines." Deuteronomy 2:23 says that the
Awvites lived in the Gaza Strip until a later "Caphthorite" or Mycenaean invasion
(probably from Crete) drove them out; the Cretans or "Sea Peoples" continued as
the "Philistines" that contended with Judges Shamgar, Jephthah, and Samson,
and Kings Saul and David. In fact, the name Philistine (Hebrew o7'wn' or philisth)
means "one who invades or overruns or makes inroads into a territory", hence an
"immigrant.”

Fgaacr PBuring a Famine Goes to Gherar

Afterwards there was a famine in the land, beside the former famine which was in
the days of Abraham, so Isaac went to Abimalek, king of the Philistines of Gherar.
Isaac and Abimelech

And there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine which was in the
days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, to Gerar.

Isaac and Abimelek
Now there was a famine in the land - besides the previous famine in Abraham's time
- and Isaac went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in Gerar.

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

Christian Community Bible

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible R.E.

There was a famine in the land—a second one after the famine that had taken place
in the time of Abraham—and Isaac went to Gerar, the land of Abimelech, king of the
Philistines.

And there was a famine in the land, separate from the first famine that was in the
days of Abraham. And Isaac walked to Abimelech, king of the Palestinians, to
Gerar.

Isaac and Abimelech.

There was a famine in the land [Gn 12:10-20.], distinct from the earlier one that had
occurred in the days of Abraham, and Isaac went down to Abimelech, king of the
Philistines in Gerar. The promise of land and numerous descendants given to
Abraham (12:1-3; 15; 17; 22:17-18) is renewed for his son Isaac. The divine
blessing to Isaac is mentioned also in vv. 12, 24, and 29.
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There was a famine in the country -- different from the previous famine which took
place in the time of Abraham -- and Isaac went to Abimelech, the Philistine king at
Gerar.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Hebrew Names Version

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

The Scriptures 1998

A famine came over the land, not the same as the first famine, which had taken
place when Avraham was alive. Yitz'chak went to G'rar, to Avimelekh king of the
P'lishtim.

YISCHAQ AND ABI MELECH

And there is a famine in the land,

apart from the first famine in the days of Abraham:

and Yischaqg goes to Abi Melech

sovereign of the Peleshethiym to Gerar.

There was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that was in the days of
Avraham. Yitzchak went to Avimelekh king of the Pelishtim, to Gerar.

Isaac and the Philistines

There was a famine in the land, aside from the first famine in the time of Abraham
[Genesis 12:10. This chapter is the only place where we see Isaac without Abraham
or Jacob, and it is here that we see Isaac's life literally as a carbon copy of
Abraham's (see Genesis 26:18). While it had been Abraham's task to blaze spiritual
trails, it was Isaac's mission to consolidate them.]. Isaac went to Abimelech
[Probably not the same as the one involved with Abraham; see note on Genesis
20:2. According to one source, this was the previous Abimelekh's son (Targum on
26:28).] king of the Philistines in Gerar. See Genesis 20:1. It was on the boundary
of the Holy Land, 10:19. From the context, it seems that Isaac was headed toward
Egypt. This is difficult to understand, since Isaac lived in Beer LaChai Roi (Genesis
25:11), which is to the west of Gerar, on the way to Egypt. It is possible that Isaac
went to Gerar because of Abraham's previous treaty (cf. Ramban). Alternatively,
this is connected to the following sentence, and Isaac went to Gerar at God's
command (Josephus, Antiquities 1:18:2). However, see note on Genesis 20:1.
And there was a ra'av (famine) in ha'aretz, besides the ra'av harishon that was in
the days of Avraham. And Yitzchak went unto Avimelech Melech Pelishtim
(Philistines) unto Gerar.

And there was a scarcity of food in the land, besides the first scarcity of food which
was in the days of Abraham. And Yitshaq went to Abimelek, sovereign of the
Philistines, in Gerar.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Expanded Bible

The Geneva Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

Isaac Lies to Abimelech

Now there was a -time of hunger [-famine] in the land, besides the -time of hunger
[former famine] that happened during Abraham's life. So Isaac went to the town of
Gerar [20:1] to see Abimelech king of the Philistines.

And there was a famine in the land [In the land of Canaan], beside the first famine
that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the
Philistines unto Gerar.

Verses 1-5

The Lord Blesses Isaac

And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of
Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech, king of the Philistines, unto Gerar. The
adventures of Isaac, as related in this Chapter, have their parallels in the life of
Abraham, and show that human nature does not change, but remains selfish and
sinful from one generation to the next. A famine having struck Canaan, Isaac found
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NET Bible®

The Pulpit Commentary

The Voice

The Book of Genesis

it advisable to journey down to the land of the Philistines, the hereditary title of
whose king was Abimelech.

There was a famine in the land, subsequent to the earlier famine that occurred [Heb
"in addition to the first famine which was."] in the days of Abraham [This account is
parallel to two similar stories about Abraham (see Gen 12:10-20; 20:1-18). Many
scholars do not believe there were three similar incidents, only one that got
borrowed and duplicated. Many regard the account about Isaac as the original,
which then was attached to the more important person, Abraham, with supernatural
elements being added. For a critique of such an approach, see R. Alter, The Art of
Biblical Narrative, 47-62. It is more likely that the story illustrates the proverb "like
father, like son" (see T. W. Mann, The Book of the Torah, 53). In typical human
fashion the son follows his father's example of lying to avoid problems. The
appearance of similar events reported in a similar way underscores the fact that the
blessing has now passed to Isaac, even if he fails as his father did.]. Isaac went to
Abimelech king of the Philistines at Gerar. When it comes to making an actual
material change to the text, the NET Bible® is pretty good about indicating this.
Since most of these corrections will be clear in the more literal translations below
and within the Hebrew exegesis itself, | will not continue to list every NET Bible®
footnote. Some of their notes will be reproduced in the exegesis of the chapter.
And there was a famine in the land (of Canaan), beside the first (i.e. first recorded)
famine that was in the days of Abraham at least a century previous. (vide Genesis
12:10) And Isaac who, since his father"s death, had been residing at Hagar"s well
in the wilderness of Beersheba (Genesis 25:11) went unto Abimelech king of the
Philistines unto Gerar (cf. Genesis 20:1, 2 21:22) Seventy or eighty years having
elapsed since Abraham"s sojourn in Gerar, it is scarcely probable that this was the
monarch who then reigned. [l did not notice until this chapter that The Pulpit
Commentary essentially gives an expanded translation for each verse.]

Once again, a famine spread through the land, similar to the one that occurred in
Abraham's time. Isaac went to the land of Gerar to appeal to King Abimelech of the
Philistines.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version

Context Group Version

English Standard Version

H. C. Leupold

NASB

World English Bible

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

And coming is a famine in the land, aside from the first famine which came in the
days of Abraham. And going is Isaac to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, to Gerar.
And there was a famine in the land { or earth }, besides the first famine that was in
the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, to Gerar.

God’s Promise to Isaac
Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in the days
of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines.

(a) Sojourn in Philistaea (v. 1-11)
And there came a famine in the land, other than the first famine that was in the days
of Abraham; and Isaac went to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, to Gerar.

Isaac Settles in Gerar

Now there was a famine in the land, besides the previous famine that had occurred
in the days of Abraham. So Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the
Philistines.

There was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that was in the days of
Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, to Gerar.

And there is a famine in the land, besides the first famine which was in the days of
Abraham, and Isaac goes unto Abimelech king of the Philistines, to Gerar.

Because of a famine in the land, Isaac goes to Gerar, to Abimelech, the king of the
Philistines.
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Genesis 26:1a
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so,

wa (or va) (1) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive

No Strong’s #

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
hayah (n'n) [pronounced 2 25;71’: imisb:/;e; 't?obcicn?:g??o’ 2 3" person masculine Strong's #1961
haw-YAW] pas% singular, Qal imperfect BDB #224
sl () [promeL neee ral;?vr'ntﬁgz’cll}?ntﬁg’t”i.vseﬁa’;(g:yacjll;ck masculine singular noun DN S L
raw-GAWAV] grain, 9 y 9 BDB #944

of God’s Word

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,

b® (2) [pronounced b* upon; with, before, against; by : a preposition of proximity N S &

s T BDB #88
means of; among; within
earth (all or a portion thereof),
‘erets (X2y) [pronounced iland, territory, country, continent;: feminine singular noun Strong's #776
EH-rets] ground, soil; under the ground i with the definite article BDB #75

[Sheol]

Translation: There was a famine in the land...

In the ancient world, a famine was simply a year or more with little or no rain. Without the rain, the crops did not
grow or produce, so it is called a famine. As a result, there is little to eat.

Today, a recession or depression would be very similar. However, we have famines even today; and the great
dust bowl of the mid-west was a time of great famine in the United States. We have a famine in portions of
California—something which is in part a manmade famine—where water is not being supplied to many of the
central Californian farmers. It is manmade because there is enough water; but millions of gallons of freshwater
simply run out into the sea for environmental concerns.

God often uses a famine (or a recession) as one of the early stages of divine discipline on a national entity.

Nearly all of the references to the land are to the plot of ground that God gave to Abraham; over a small portion
of which Abraham, and later, Isaac, traveled.

My first instinct was to say that this famine is possibly designed to cause Isaac to move to another area; but, since
God speaks directly to Isaac in this chapter, using the famine may not be necessary (I am assuming that Isaac
would have moved if instructed by God™). So, which is it? Is it the famine or is it God speaking to Isaac? We
already know that when God first told Abraham to separate from his family and move to Canaan, that he half
obeyed both orders. He moved with half of his family halfway to Canaan. So, maybe God decides to move Isaac,
for a whole host of reasons, but He does not first start out by saying, “Isaac, you are moving to Gerar. Saddle up.”
We already know that a direct order from God is not always followed. So, God, by means of a famine, gets Isaac
ready to move; then God steps in and says, “But not to Egypt; you will move where | tell you to.”

Application: When | realized that | needed to move from my home city, where | was raised, it was not, “l can’t
find a job here; why not move to Texas?” | considered two other options first. God had to get me to the point

'® This is only an assumption, as we know very little about the relationship between God and Isaac. We know the God-ward
side of this relationship; but much less about Isaac’s perception.
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where | realized, | cannot stay here and spin my wheels. Then, when my mind was focused on moving (trying
hard not to move too far away), Houston, TX loomed large as a possible destination. My point was, it was a two-
step process: (1) | have to move; (2) Why not consider Houston?

That is the case for Isaac. (1) he has to move; (2) but not to Egypt. Circumstances made Isaac realize that he
needed to move, and then God guided him from there.

A famine, by its very nature, affects a large number of people; and it may have been God’s purpose to move these
people around. It does appear that, when a large number of people are grouped together, that degeneracy can
be a result. God often uses economic situations in order to move people around—many times away from these
degenerate situations. In this case, we know nothing about this famine except that it causes Isaac to pick up and
move elsewhere.

Isaac will be giving testimony to God in another geographical area. If this general area is facing a famine, it is
perhaps because there is no one near Isaac interested in the Revealed God.

Ron Snider on Famine

1. Famines and difficult economic conditions are often a result of the negative volition of a nation and
rejection of the plan of God.

2.  God intervenes in judgment, as He does here in Canaan, in order to focus men on the realities of
Himself and His plan.

3. The fact that people ignore these warnings and attribute them to everything and everyone but God
demonstrates their foolishness, and destines them for further discipline and wrath.

4.  The events in our country are clearly demonstrating that God is not for America, due to rejection of

5 Things will continue to worsen and intensify until the rapture, but we will go into the Tribulation in good
shape.

6.  Thefirst famine alluded to in our passage occurred in 1875 B.C., so this one is more than one hundred
years later.

7. Abraham responded to the difficult conditions by forsaking the geographical will of God and running
down to Egypt.

8. This is how many respond to difficulties in their niche even today, as they move around the country
seeking financial blessing instead of Bible doctrine.

9. The believer has to be constantly reminded that the will of God geographically is of paramount

10. When you face the job test or famine test of difficult economic conditions, the answer is not to violate
MPR and pursue a job in a different area.

11. Pursue doctrine and allow God to take care of you.

Ron Snider, Genesis 26, accessed July 26, 2015 (slightly edited).

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Steven Cole: But the interesting thing is to note that there was a famine in the land. Which land? The
promised land! The land God had promised to Abraham and his descendants, later described as
flowing with milk and honey. There was a famine in that land. While God easily could have supplied
Isaac with plenty of food in spite of the famine around him, He did not do that. God’s chosen man had
to suffer along with all his pagan Canaanite neighbors. Trials are the ordinary lot of God’s people; they
always have been and always will be, until Jesus returns. Isaac did not question, “God, why are You
allowing this famine in the promised land?” Isaac didn’t rebuke the famine in the name of the Lord.
Granted, he didn’t respond properly. But this wasn't the first nor would it be the last trial of this sort to
come on God'’s people in the promised land."

'® From http://lwww.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/011997m.pdf accessed August 1, 2015.
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Cole continues: Trials are the normal experience of God’s people, even when they’re right where He
wants them to be. Somehow we've picked up the notion that if God has called us to a place or to a
certain ministry, we won’t encounter any problems...Former Supreme Court justice, Louis Brandeis,
once said to his frustrated, impatient daughter, “My deatr, if you would only recognize that life is hard,

things would be so much easier for you.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

min (n|) [pronounced
min]

1517

Genesis 26:1b

Common English Meanings

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,
than, more than

Notes/Morphology

preposition of separation

BDB and Strong’s #

Strong's #4480
BDB #577

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational

No Strong’s #

preposition BDB #510
22 (B t[)p;zo]nounced separation, by itself, alone masculine singular noun Str;re)ng#%aOS

These three words together mean, beside, besides, apart from, aside from; in addition to; subsequent to.

famine, hunger; scarcity of

ra‘db (wya) [pronounced rain: used fiquratively for a lack masculine singular noun Strong’s #7458
raw-GAWEV] grain, guratively with the definite article BDB #944
of God’s Word
first [in time, in degree, chief,
rishéwn (xwij) former [in t.lme]_, ancestor's, r.nas.culllne singular Strong’s #7223
[pronounced ree- former things; foremost; adjective; also used as BDB #911
SHOWN] beginning; as an adverb: an adverb
formerly, at first, first
‘asher (xwn) , . Strong's #834
[pronounced uh-SHER] that, which, when, who, whom relative pronoun BDB #81
hayah (n'n) [pronounced 2 25;71’: imisb:/;e; 't?obcicn?:g??o’ 2 3" person masculine Strong's #1961
haw-YAW] 9. singular, Qal perfect BDB #224

pass

b® (2) [pronounced b*

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,
upon; with, before, against; by

a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s #

means of: among; within BDB #88
yamiym ('n'n) days, a set of days; time of life, _ ’
[pronounced yaw- lifetime; a specific time period, a masculine plural Strong’s #3117
construct BDB #398

MEEM]

year

The construct phrase is literally in days of; and this phrase is properly rendered in the da
cept here refers to a particular time.

of, at the time of. The con

ys of, during the time

"Ab®raham (xa)xnn)
[pronounced ahb"-raw-
HAWM)

father of a multitude, chief of a
multitude; transliterated
Abraham

masculine singular
proper noun

Translation: ...apart from the first famine in the days of Abraham.

7 From http://lwww.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/011997m.pdf accessed August 1, 2015.

Strong’s #85
BDB #4
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This writer is clearly aware of a previous famine which occurred in the time of Abraham, which caused Abraham
to go to Abimelech, the king of the Philistines in Gerar. Isaac’s knowledge of this previous event suggests that
he knows what is in the Bible (up until his time in history). Much of that was written by Abraham.

This simple reference to the days of Abraham suggest that Abraham is no longer alive'® (which is in keeping with
our timeline).

Steven Cole: Critics argue that Genesis 26 is some editor’s confused combination of the stories about
Abraham’s going down into Egypt during the famine or of his going to Abimelech (see Gen. 12:10-20;
20:1-18). But the text is careful to distinguish this situation from the earlier famine, and many details
differ, so there’s no reason to doubt the historical accuracy of these events."®

The casual mention here signifies familiarity with the history—probably with the Scriptures—although it may not
be understood by Isaac that these are the words of God. Even if Isaac recognizes that he has in his possession
(in his brain) The History of God and Man from the Beginning of the World; he may not view the Bible as we do
today. He accepts it as truth; he knows that it is true; but it strikes me as unlikely that he had a full understanding
of the doctrine of inspiration worked out in his own mind.

In the context of that incident, the Bible does not tell us that Abraham moved there because of a famine. However,
here, we are told that Abraham moved there because of a famine in the land. What is going to be clear is, there
are several similar incidents which occur in both narratives, so the writer here is clearly distinguishing this as being
a separate incident. There was a famine in both cases; Abraham and Isaac moved to the land of the Philistines
in both cases. There was a king there known as Abimelech in both cases.

Even though there are some similarities between what we read here in Genesis 26 and what has come before
in Genesis 12 and 20, these are still separate, distinct and historic narratives.

Three Separate Incidents

1. Because there will be a set of similar circumstances to what has gone before, some have alleged that
there was really only one incident, but that it got multiplied into 3 incidents and then all placed into the
same Bible.

2. In Genesis 12:10-20, there is a famine in the land in the time of Abraham.

1)  Abraham (Abram was his name at that time) goes down to Egypt with his wife.

2)  Hetells her that he is concerned that the Egyptians would take her and kill him. Therefore, he asks
her to go along with his lie (actually, a half-truth) that she is his sister.

3) Sarai (later named Sarah), his wife, is seen as quite striking, so the Pharaoh takes her to wife and
gives Abraham all kinds of livestock and servants for her.

4)  God strikes Pharaoh’s house with all kinds of diseases.

5)  Pharaoh, probably by direct interview, finds out the Sarai is Abram’s wife, and he summons Abram,
conveys that he is upset, gives him Sarai, and they are sent on their way, including with all the stuff
that they had.

6) Logically, this is probably where Abraham and Sarah purchased Hagar, the Sarah’s Egyptian maid.

3. Right before Isaac was conceived, Abraham and Sarah lived in Gerar, ruled by Abimelech in Genesis

20:1-17.

1)  We find out after the fact, in the narrative of Genesis 26, that there was a famine which caused
Abraham and Sarah to move.

2)  Upon arriving in Gerar, Abraham said that Sarah was his sister again.

3) This time, God speaks to Abimelech in a dream, telling him that Sarah is Abraham’s wife, and
Abimelech is afraid and so is his entire state department.

4)  God tells Abimelech to return Abraham’s wife, and he goes to Abraham, reproving Abraham in the

8 Ron Snider, Genesis 26, accessed July 26, 2015.
'% From http://lwww.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/011997m.pdf accessed August 1, 2015.
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Three Separate Incidents

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

process.

5)  Abraham explains that this was his general policy to present Sarah as his sister; and she is indeed
his half-sister.

6) Abimelech brings all kinds of gifts to Abraham, and returns Sarah as well.

7)  He also gives them carte blanc to live anyone in his kingdom.

8) Atthe end, we find out that God closed up every womb while this was going on.

In our passage, it is Isaac who is doing what his father did and claiming that Rebekah is his sister.

Genesis 26:1-11

1)  This may or may not be the same Abimelech as above. ltis likely his son or Abimelech is a title of
sorts. King David will also interact with a King Abimelech.

2)  This Abimelech does not take Rebekah as his wife, but he does, at some point, observe what
appears to be more than brotherly affection expressed by Isaac toward Rebekah. He calls for Isaac
and questions him about this.

3) When Isaac comes clean, Abimelech expresses concern that anyone of his kingdom could have
taken her at this time, implying that she might have been raped.

4)  Abimelech decrees an ordinance that anyone touching Rebekah will be executed.
There are clearly similarities in all of these narratives, the chief one being that Abraham lied twice about
Sarah being his sister and that Isaac lied about Rebekah. Also, Sarah and Abraham are related, as are
Rebekah and Isaac.
In two cases, there is a famine, and in our passage, the previous famine is referenced. It should not be
difficult to imagine there being more than one famine during the time of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
Secondly, Abraham made it a practice to lie about his wife; so we would expect that this occurred more
than once.
It is not impossible to imagine that Isaac put himself in the same situation, remembered what his father
had done (not because he was there but because he was told about this); and that he does the same
thing.
Each time, we learn new things about the people with whom Abraham or Isaac interact; and we notice
that there are different things which could befall the wives (real or imagined).
We also notice a different response from the sovereigns in charge.
| can think of circumstances in my life which repeated themselves, and played out with slightly different
results. Once | responded in one way; another time, | responded in a different way.
The idea that every single experience relayed in the Bible must be completely distinct from every other
set of circumstances is far more unrealistic than for there to be some situations with similar
circumstances. Inthe New Testament, our Lord deals with the pharisees and their attempts to make Him
stumble by saying the wrong thing. This happened on many occasions. No one says, “Well, this only
happened once, but the story got twisted and turned around, so now we have 10 instances which
originate from only one incident.” That would be silly to assert that.

Here is what is behind the idea that these incidents are simply traditions based upon one original incident:

this casts doubt on the veracity of the Bible. Our faith is based upon real, historical incidents; upon real

historical people; upon God’s intervention in human history. If these incidents become passed off to us
as if someone just made them up, or they are the result of rumors and fabrications; then what can we
really trust in the Bible? If | question the idea of their being two famines or some similar incident occurring

3 times, then this calls into question all that is found in the Bible.

This approach comes from those who either want to discredit the Bible or find the “kernel-of-truth” in the

Bible. Usually, what this means is, we find stuff that we agree with (usually things taught to us by society)

and then say, “Here is that kernel of truth.” In other words, it is taking the standards of present-day

society, and then trying to give them credence by finding them in the Bible; and then, at the same time,
dismiss everything else that is in the Bible.

The Bible is the inspired Word of God; meaning that this is written by man, but, simultaneously, written

by God the Holy Spirit.

The definition of inspiration is as follows: human authors wrote as moved by the Holy Spirit, so that,

without waving their human intelligence, their vocabulary, their personal feelings, their literary style, their
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personality, their environmental influences or their individuality, they recorded God’s complete and
connected message to man with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture, the very words
bearing the authority of divine authorship. The is known as the verbal, plenary view of inspiration. Saint
Peter gives perhaps the more pedestrian view: No prophecy was ever made by an act of human volition,
but men carried along by the Holy Spirit spoken from God (2Peter 1:21). Paul says that all Scripture is
God-breathed (2Timothy 3:16). Chafer wrote: Plenary inspiration means that the accuracy secured by
verbal inspiration is extended fully to every portion of Scripture so that in all its parts Scripture is both
infallible as to truth and final as to divine authority.

17. Therefore, we cannot simply dismiss this or that narrative in Scripture because it is similar to another
narrative or there is some great miracle of God found in the narrative. We either accept the Bible as it
is, in the original languages; or we have give ourselves the freedom to pick and choose anything that we
like in the Bible, and to reject that stuff that we don't like.

18. We learn from this similarities and differences between Isaac and Abraham, his father. We also see the
interaction between the Egyptians and Abraham; and between the Philistines and Abraham (and later,
Isaac).

19. These differences help us to understand the historic trends which are taking place. The attitude of the
Philistines toward the Israelites changed over the centuries; and we see the change simply from one
generation to the next.

20. Actually, this is a very scientific approach. We take similar circumstances, change a few things, and then
observe the changing results. This is what scientific experiments are all about. Here, these are religious
and sociological experiments, which allow us a peak into the psyche of these ancient peoples.

21.

' Quoted and paraphrased from R. B. Thieme, Jr., Canonicity; ©1973 by R. B. Thieme, Jr.; p. 5, who in turn took this from
Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology; Abridged Edition; Victor Books, ©1984, Vol. Two, p. 71.
2 Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology; Abridged Edition; Victor Books, ©1984, Vol. Two, p. 80.

Ballinger: During the lifetimes of father and son their experience of testing was similar in kind if not in degree
as this chapter will demonstrate... While their respective experiences were not identical in detail they were very
similar in kind.?

Related to this are 3 sets of studies which | have done:

The Basic Doctrine of Inspiration (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).
The Doctrine of Inspiration (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

A Study of Inspiration (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines
James Burton Coffman: To allege that these are simply variants of "an old folk story,"is comparable

in every way to the proposition that World War | and World War II, as found in our histories, are merely
variants of the old struggle between Rome and the Huns! '

It might be easier to see this in a chart. There are 3 similar incidents of patriarchs moving to a foreign
destination and lying about their wives there.

2 From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.

2 From http://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/view.cqgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 28, 2015. Burton is quoting
Alan Richardson from the Twentieth Century Bible Commentary.
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Abraham to Egypt

Abraham to Gerar

30

Isaac to Gerar

Passage Genesis 12:10-20 Genesis 20:1-18 Genesis 26:1-11
Principals Abram and Sarai Abraham and Sarah Isaac and Rebekah
Destination Egypt Gerar Gerar
. No reason given; but famine .
Reason Famine . Famine
cited by Isaac as the reason
God’s . . :
! Not mentioned Not mentioned God guided Isaac to Gerar
guidance
The . . Sarah’s attractiveness is not ,
Woman's Saraiis seen t_)y the Egyptians spoken of (she is 90 at this Isaac says that Rebekah is
as very beautiful. . attractive in appearance.
beauty time).
: . Abimelech does not make any
Ulte Ll T_he dlntsliztely take_s Sl i Abimelech sends for and : moves on Rebekah. She is
(pharaoh) his harem and gives a great :
. . takes Sarah. not said to be pursued by any
and the wife | many gifts to Abram. man
: Abimelech and his wives and ; There is no recorded
Punishment T_he =ORD af_fhcts AN ENE his house stopped producing : punishment of Abimelech or of
his house with plagues. . .
children. Gerar mentioned.
The LORD warns pharaoh by Abimelech sees Isaac and
Discovery afflicting him and his house : God comes to Abimelech in a : Rebekah engaging in more

of the truth

with plagues because of
Sarai.

dream and warns him.

than brotherly and sisterly
affection.

Pharaoh and his house
suffered many plagues while
Sarai was in the harem of the

Abimelech is upset that
Abraham lied to him and said
that he has been made to sin

Abimelech upbraids Isaac for

g € , pharaoh. Abram and Sarai : against Abraham and to bring h'S. blligl, e el @
pharaoh’s ) o which protects Isaac and
are sent away. They were i guilt upon his kingdom. He L
response. . . : g Rebekah, indicating that they
allowed to keep the gifts given i gave many gifts of livestock to . !
¢ . , . remained there for awhile.
o Abram when Sarai was first { Abraham when returning
taken. Sarah to him.
The patriarchs are coming into a different land and they ask their wives to lie about their
Similarities relationship and say that they are brother and sister. These terms in the Hebrew allow for their
lies to be true. We use the words brother and sister in a very specific way; but we also allow a
more relaxed application of these terms—and this is true for the Hebrew as well.
Abram and Sarai are sent , .
TR e . .. i Abimelech desires a
Aftermath away. Hagar, an Egyptian ;| Abimelech desires a pact with : nonaggression pact with

slave, is brought back home Abraham. Genesis 21:22—-32

L . ) ! |Isaac. Genesis 26:26—31
(this is logical conjecture).

Have similar circumstances repeat within your own life is not unusual. Have similar circumstances in the lives
of two men, father and son, is not unusual.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines
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Application: It ought to be quite clear that sometimes, God uses circumstances in order to move us from point
A to point B.

The following points demonstrate the similarities between the sin of Abraham and Isaac.

Keith Krell on the Similarities between Abraham and Isaac in Gerar

- Both failed to trust in God during a famine.
- Both sought relief in Gerar, the land of the Philistines.

- Both had beautiful wives.

- Both feared for their safety.

- Both lied by saying that their wife was their sister.

- Both put their wives, others, and the covenant of God at great risk.
- Both sinned against Abimelech.

- Both were rebuked by the ruler of the Philistines.

- Both failed to recognize the gravity of their sin or repent of it.

- Both entered into a treaty agreement with the Philistines.

From https://bible.org/seriespage/33-famine-feast-genesis-261-33 accessed August 1, 2015.
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The Pulpit Commentary estimates® there to be 70-80 years between the incidents of Abraham and then Isaac
going to Gerar. Reese’s Chronological Bible would give the same time frame (see The Patriarch Timeline).
Thomas Constable suggests®® 70-97 years have elapsed between Abraham and Isaac’s time in Gerar.

In order to determine the time frame here, we make two general assumptions (1) Abraham and Sarah went to
Gerar before she is impregnated with Isaac. So, we accept this narrative’s location in the Bible as also the time
during which it took place. (2) Isaac and Rebekah would have gone to Gerar before Jacob and Esau are born.
This means it takes place before some of the narrative back in Genesis 25. So, Abraham is 99 or 100 when they
both go to Gerar; Isaac is 40 when he marries Rebekah; and Rebekah bears twins when Isaac is 60. Given these
two assumptions, that places the time between these two events at 40—60 years.

Like many things in life, to come to this or that conclusion, assumptions must be made. Most people have no idea
what assumptions they are making upon which they base their conclusions. Wenstrom assumes a different set
of assumptions.

William Wenstrom, Jr. puts the least amount of time between this chapter and Genesis 21. | will present this
in points, as per Wenstrom’s writings.

Wenstrom on the Time Frame

1. “Abimelech” in Genesis 20:1-18 took place just prior to the birth of Isaac and Abraham was one hundred
years of age when Isaac was born.

2.  Abraham died at one hundred seventy-five years of age. The events of Genesis 26 took place after the
death of Abraham. Therefore, the events of Genesis 26 took place some seventy-five years after the
events of Genesis 20:1-18.

3.  Also, Abraham’s encounter with “Abimelech” in Genesis 21:22-34 took place right at the time when Sarah
died at the age of one hundred twenty-seven.

4. Abraham was one hundred thirty-seven years of age when Sarah died since he was ten years older than

2 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis 26:1.
% From http://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 30, 2015.
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Wenstrom on the Time Frame

her. Therefore, we see that the events of Genesis 21:22-34 took place approximately forty years prior to
the events of Genesis 26.

In v. 3, because of the verbiage there, we are going to come up with another assumption, which changes all
of these assumptions completely.

From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 392); accessed July 23, 2015.

Chapter Outline

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

Genesis 26:1c

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,
consequently; because

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #253

halak® (n'73) [pronounced
haw-LAHK®

to go, to come, to depart, to
walk; to advance

3" person masculine
singular, Qal imperfect

Strong’s #1980 (and
#3212) BDB #229

Yischaq ('wnp)
[pronounced yihs®-
KHAWK]

he laughs; laughing;
transliterated Isaac

masculine singular
proper noun

Strong’s #3327 &
#3446 BDB #850

This is also spelled Yits®chaq ('¥np) [pronounced yihys®*-KHAWK]. When you hear about manuscript
discrepancies in the Old Testament, many of them simply involve alternate spellings.

unto; into, among, in; toward, to;

directional preposition

‘el (X7) [pronounced ehl] i against; concerning, regarding; (respect or deference Str;Bng#égs
besides, together with; as to may be implied)
SR Lot e 0
[Aséﬁrgiecke d(:j%_'ezgz my father is Melek, my father is masculine singular Strong’s #40
P king; transliterated Abimelech proper noun BDB #4
MEH-Iek]
melek® (7n?) Kina. ruler prince masculine singular Strong’s #4428
[pronounced MEH-Iek] 9. » P construct BDB #572
o ean land of sojourners [wanderers, maspullpe plural gent|l|c ,
Pelish®tly (97wn') temporary residents]: adjective (acts like a Strong’s #6430
[pronounced p°®-lish-TEE] translli)terat}(; d Philistinés proper noun); with the BDB #814
definite article
Here, this is spelled P®lish°tiym (9%wn'n) [pronounced p®-lish-TEEM)].
G®rar (a11) [pronounced . . proper singular noun; ]
e . a lodging place, dwelling; ) . Strong’s #1642
gher-AWR; possibly transliterated Gerar location with the BDB #176

°rawr]

directional hé

The directional hé indicates the direction in which something moves. lItis often used with the noun heaven and
the most literal rendering in the English would be heavenward. We can also indicate the existence of the hé
directional by supplying the prepositions fo or foward.

Translation: Isaac went to Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, to Gerar.


http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf
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Abimelech is a cognomen applied to a ruler of the Philistines just as Pharaoh is a cognomen of the rulers of Egypt.
This is not the same person as we saw in Genesis 20, although it is the same area. Whether this was a nephew
or son (or grandson or even unrelated), we are not told. This is almost a hundred years later. There are many
people who, by human viewpoint, are in the most enviable positions; and, insofar as the divine viewpoint of history
is concerned, we do not even know who they are by name.

’Abiymelek® (xa'n'77) [pronounced u’-vee-MEH-lek] means, my father is Melek, my father is king; transliterated
Abimelech. Strong’s #40 BDB #4. Although we do not know if this is a family name, or whether this is the
designation of a king of the Philistines. However, since this is 40—100 years later, it is unlikely that this is the same
person that Abraham dealt with. Because this name occurs in Genesis and Judges and Samuel (see
Psalm 34 inscription); it seems mostly likely that this is an official title, just like pharaoh is.

Just as Abraham had done, Isaac moved to the land of the Philistines, apparently aware that, not really that far
away, there was land that was receiving a sufficient amount of rain to avoid the famine that they were
experiencing.

The Bible Query on, “Is this the same Abimelech as found in Genesis 20?”

Q: In Gen 26:8-9, was this the same Abimelech of Gerar as in Gen 20:2-37?

A: Based on the name, probably not. Abimelech means "Father is king", and 735 Baffling Bible Questions
Answered p.42 says this was probably a title. On one hand there are many instances of a father and son or
descendant having the same name, here it is probably a title.

From The Bible Query March 2006 version. Copyright (c) Christian Debater(tm) 1997-2006. Genesis 20:2. Accessed from
e-sword.
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This simply affirms the previous doctrine.

The Bible Query on, what does Abimelech mean?
Q: In Gen 20:3,8-10 26:1 Judges 8:31 9:1, what does Abimelech mean?

A: Ab means father, and melech means king or ruler. It either means father of the king, or father is king.
Besides being the name of two kings of Gerar, and Gideon’s son, Cyril Aldred in Akhenaten King of Egypt p.186
records that Abimilki was a ruler of Tyre mentioned in the Amarna letters. Photographs of a couple of the
Amarna letter tablets are in The New International Dictionary of the Bible p.80 and The Wycliffe Bible Dictionary
p.1828.

From The Bible Query March 2006 version. Copyright (c) Christian Debater(tm) 1997-2006. Genesis 26:1. Accessed from
e-sword.
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Genesis 26:1 There was a famine in the land apart from the first famine in the days of Abraham. Isaac went to
Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, to Gerar. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:1 There was another famine in the land, in addition to the one during the time of Abraham. Isaac,
therefore, went to the king of the Philistines, Abimelech, to Gerar, their state capitol. (Kukis paraphrase)

V. 1: And there was a famine in the land, besides the famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went
to Abimelech king of the Philistines to Gerar. Isaac has been living in the Negev (which is the south portion of
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Judah?); he has lived in Beer-lahai-roi (where God appeared to Hagar before), and appears to live there at this
time (see Genesis 25:11). Gill estimates? this to be only 8 miles from Gerar. Gill also suggests® that Beersheba
is either equivalent to Beer-lahai-roi or that these two places are very close to one another.

William Wenstrom, Jr.: “Gerar” was near the coast about twelve miles south of Gaza and about fifty
miles south of Hebron, in the land of the Philistines. According to archaeological excavations, “Gerar”
was a prosperous city, controlling a lucrative caravan route.?

This verse is carefully worded so that we do not think that this is simply a recycled story about Abraham, but with
Isaac’s name in its place. There will be several similarities. They both lived in the land during a famine; they both
went to another place where the drought had not been as destructive; and they both lied about their wives to the
authorities of that place. Because of these similarities, critics of Scripture would make the unwarranted claim that
these are just stories floating about, and that the Bible used the same story twice, but just plugged in different
names instead. However, the person recording this information (probably Isaac) knew that this was a famine in
the lifetime of Isaac and that this was different from the famine which occurred during the life of Abraham.
Therefore, the differences between these accounts are pointed out from the very beginning.

A famine in the land is going to be based upon a drought. Sometimes these droughts can continue for years,
which increases the severity of the famine; and sometimes they continue only for a few years. But a famine in the
Old Testament is equivalent to an economic downturn in modern times. Many times when such a thing occurs,
it is a result of God’s judgment on the land or upon a specific population.

In such economic downturns, people often move from one place to another. We have thousands of people
moving out of California and New York to Texas and Florida.

| should also point out that we do not have a time frame here. Are Jacob and Esau young adults at this point?
If so, where are they? Or, have they simply not been born yet? | don’t see anything yet in this narrative to tie it
to a specific point in time. Assuming that most of Genesis is in chronological order, this is taking place after Jacob
and Esau have been born.

V. 1 gives us the big picture: And there was a famine in the land, besides the famine that was in the days of
Abraham. And Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines to Gerar. Isaac has gone to Gerar because of what
God told him (which is in the next verse). Why did God send Isaac to Gerar? Possibly as God’s witness.

V. 1: And there was a famine in the land, besides the famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went
to Abimelech king of the Philistines to Gerar. We should speak about the Philistines, as they will be quite
important in this narrative.

Commentators on the Philistines

Commentator Commentary

The major migration of the Philistines into Canaan took place in the twelveth century B.C.
However, there were some Philistines already in Canaan at this time, as is clear from this
. reference and others in Genesis (cf. Genesis 21:32; Genesis 21:34) *°

Dr. Thomas
Constable

24 This area is not yet known as Judah.

25 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:1.

% Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:1.

2" From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p- 391); accessed July 23, 2015.
2 From http://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 30, 2015.
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Commentator

Robert Dean
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Commentators on the Philistines
Commentary

These are the same Philistines that we see later on in the book of Judges and during the
time of David, but they really haven't established their full base of operations. This isn't the
land of the Philistines yet, there are just a few settlements that have been started here. The
Philistines came from the Isle of Crete and so this is the initial wave that occurred during the
time of the Patriarchs.?®

Life
Application
Study Bible
Notes

The Philistines would become some of Israel’s fiercest enemies. The Philistines were one
group of a number of migrating sea peoples from the Aegean Sea who had settled in
Palestine. They arrived by way of Crete and Cyprus and were used as mercenaries by
Canaanite rulers. These people, living along the southwest coast, were few but ferocious
in battle. Although friendly to Isaac, this small group was the forerunner of the nation that
would plague Israel during the time of Joshua, the judges, and David. This King Abimelech
was not the same Abimelech that Abraham encountered (chapters 20-21). Abimelech may
have been a dynastic name of the Philistine rulers.*

Bob Utley

The Philistines were a mercenary people from the islands of the Aegean. They attempted
to invade Egypt, but were repulsed and so they settled in the southwestern coast of
Palestine, somewhere around 1200 B.C.

Utley
continues

It is surely possible that

1. there were earlier Philistine tradesmen in Canaan

2. that a Canaanite group merged with the Philistines and this name is an anachronism.
3. Philistines are listed in Gen. 10:6-20 coming from Ham and the Canaanites, not Japheth
(Islands of the Aegean). It is possible the name refers to several groups associated with
Palestine/Canaan (NIDOTTE, vol. 4, p. 1049).*'

William
Wenstrom, Jr.

The Philistines of Abraham and Isaac’s day were peaceful and reasonable as demonstrated
by Abimelech whereas during the period of the judges and monarchy of Israel, they are
highly aggressive warriors. They were ruled by a king whereas during Israel’s period of
Jjudges and the monarchy they were ruled by five lords. Later on history, “the Philistines”
were Israel’s greatest enemies during the period of the judges and early monarchy and it
appears that they originated from the islands and coastlines of the Aegean Sea.*

We have seen many circumstances where a people (or person) is named based upon the land where he lives
(Laban is called a Syrian, for instance). Let me suggest a general rule (but not a hard-and-fast rule): when a
person or family moves into an established area, generally, he becomes associated and even named after the
area (Laban is an example of this). When a people conquer an area, then the name of the area is often
changed—named after the conquerors.

With the two (or more) waves of people into Philistines into this area, we cannot even be completely certain that
these are the same people. There is the possibility that we are calling divergent peoples Philistines simply
because they all occupied Palestine. However, | need to quickly add that Isaac is dealing with a leader here
called Abimelech (as did his father, Abraham); and King David, a thousand years later, will also deal with a
leader called Abimelech. Therefore, | think that it is reasonable to conclude that these are essentially the same

people.

2 From http://phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen120.htm accessed July 26, 2015.

% From http://newsyoucanbelieve.com/bible/2010/01/09/day-009/ accessed July 31, 2015.

3! From http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/pdf/EN/VOL01BOT.pdf (Genesis 26); accessed July 31, 2015.
32 From http://lwww.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 392); accessed July 23, 2015.
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And so appears unto him Y°howah. And so He Genesis Y°howah had appeared to him and He said,
says, “You will not go down Egypt-ward. 262 “You will not go down to Egypt. Dwell in the
Dwell in the land which | say unto you. ' land which | say to you.

Jehovah appeared to Isaac and said to him, “Do not go down to Egypt; instead, move into the land that
| tell you to live in.

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so appears unto him Y®howah. And so He says, “You will not go down Egypt-
ward. Dwell in the land which | say unto you.

Targum of Onkelos It had been in Izhak's heart to go down to Mizraim; but the Lord appeared to him,
and said, Go not down to Mizraim; dwell in the land as | have told thee;...

Latin Vulgate And the Lord appeared to him, and said: Go not down into Egypt, but stay in the
land that I will tell you.

Peshitta (Syriac) And the LORD appeared to him, and said, Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the
land of which I shall tell you.

Septuagint (Greek) And the Lord appeared to him and said, Do not go down to Egypt, but dwell in the

land which | shall tell you of.

Significant differences: The targums initial statement is certainly implied by the text, but it is not found in the
Hebrew text.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English And the Lord came to him in a vision and said, Do not go down to Egypt; keep in the
land of which I will give you knowledge:...

Easy English The *Lord appeared in front of Isaac. And the *Lord said, ‘Do not go down to Egypt.
Live in the country that | will tell you.

Easy-to-Read Version The Lord spoke to Isaac. The Lord said, “Don’t go down to Egypt. Live in the land
that | commanded you to live in.

God’s Word™ The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, "Don't go to Egypt. Stay where | tell you.

New Simplified Bible Jehovah appeared to Isaac and said: »Isaac, stay away from Egypt! | will show you

where | want you to go.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Common English Bible The LORD appeared to him and said, "Don't go down to Egypt but settle temporarily
in the land that | will show you.

Contemporary English V. ...because the LORD had appeared to Isaac and said: Isaac, stay away from Egypt!
I will show you where | want you to go.

New Berkeley Version Then the LORD appeared to him and said, Do not go down to Egypt; remain in the
land which | indicate to yoiu.

New Century Version The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, "Don't go down to Egypt, but live in the land
where | tell you to live.

New Life Bible The Lord showed Himself to Isaac, and said, "Do not go to Egypt. Stay in the land

| will tell you about.
New Living Translation The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, "Do not go down to Egypt, but do as | tell you.
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Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

International Standard V

New Advent Bible

And there the Lord appeared to him and said, 'Don't go to Egypt, but live in the land
that I'm going to tell you about.

That's when the LORD appeared to Isaac [Lit. him]. "You are not to go down to
Egypt," he said. "Instead, you are to settle down in an area within this land where
I'll tell you.

...when the Lord appeared to him and said, No, do not take refuge in Egypt; thou
art to remain in the land of my choice.

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear
Conservapedia
Ferar-Fenton Bible

Lexham English Bible

Yahweh saw him and said, "Do not descend to Egypt. Reside in the land of which
| said...

The LORD appeared to him, and said, "Do not go down toward Egypt. Encamp in
the land that | will point out to you."

Then the EVER-LIVING appeared to him in a vision and said, “Descend not to Miter
[Egypt]; dwell in the land that | promised you;...”

And Yahweh appeared to him and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land
which | will show to you.

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible (R.E.)
New Jerusalem Bible

New RSV

Revised English Bible

And Jehovah appeared to him, and said, Do not descend to Egypt; dwell in the land
which | will say to you;...

The LORD appeared to him and said: Do not go down to Egypt, but camp in this
land wherever | tell you.

Yahweh had appeared to him and said, 'Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the
country which | shall point out to you.

The Lord appeared to Isaac [Heb him] and said, ‘Do not go down to Egypt; settle
in the land that | shall show you.

The LORD appeared to Isaac, and said, ‘Do not go down to Egypt, but stay in this
country as | bid you.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

JPS (Tanakh—1985)
Kaplan Translation
Orthodox Jewish Bible

The Scriptures 1998

ADONAI appeared to him and said, "Don't go down into Egypt, but live where | tell
you.

And Yah Veh is seen by him

and says, Descend not into Misrayim;

tabernacle in the land | say:...

The LORD had appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land
which | point out to you.

God appeared to [Isaac] and said, 'Do not go down to Egypt. Remain undisturbed
in the land that | shall designate to you.

And Hashem appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Mitzrayim; dwell in
ha'aretz which | shall tell thee of;...

And 'nin appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Mitsrayim, live in the land
which | command you.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Expanded Bible

The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, "Don't go down to Egypt, but -live [settle;
dwell] in the land where [ tell you to live.
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The updated Geneva Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®
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And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt [Gods
providence always watches to direct the ways of his children.]; dwell in the land
which | will tell you of.

And the Lord appeared unto him, and said, Go not down in to Egypt, that, evidently,
having been the intention of Isaac, since Egypt was the granary of all the
surrounding countries, especially in lean years. Dwell in the land which | shall tell
thee of;...

The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, "Do not go down to Egypt [Do not go down
to Egypt. The words echo Gen 12:10, which reports that "Abram went down to
Egypt," but state the opposite.]; settle down in the land that | will point out to you
[Heb "say to you."].

The Eternal appeared in a vision to Isaac.

Eternal One: Don't go down to Egypt, Isaac. Instead settle in the land | will show
you.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version
Green’s Literal Translation
World English Bible

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

Hebrew/Pronunciation

And appearing to him is Yahweh and saying, "You must not go down to Egypt.
Tabernacle in the land of which | apprize you.

And Jehovah appeared to him and said, Do not go down into Egypt; stay in the land
which | shall say to you.

Yahweh appeared to him, and said, "Don't go down into Egypt. Dwell in the land
which | will tell you of.

And Jehovah appears unto him, and says, “Go not down towards Egypt, tabernacle
in the land concerning which | speak unto you.

The Revealed Lord appears to Isaac and tells him not to go to Egypt during this
famine.

Genesis 26:2a

Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

wa (or va) (1) and so, and then, then, and; so, No Strong’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive 9
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
to be seen, to be visible; to let 3% person masculine
r&’ah (Axn) [pronounced | oneself be seen, to appear; to sﬁn ular. Niphal Strong's #7200
raw-AWH] present oneself: to be provided o BDB #906
[cared] for (i.e., looked after) P
directional preposition
unto; into, among, in; toward, to;: (respect or deference Strona's #413
‘el (X7) [pronounced ehl] | against; concerning, regarding; i may be implied); with the 9
; he rd : BDB #39
besides, together with; as to 3™ person masculine
singular suffix
[ ronu\r:cl-:li\a/l\’:iﬂn(ligméssibl transliterated variously as rODer Noun Strong’s #3068
P POSSIBY % Jehovah, Yahweh, Yehowah prop BDB #217
yhoh-WAH]

Translation: Y°howah had appeared to him...
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Although we have a waw consecutive in the previous verse, followed by an imperfect verb, along with the same
thing here, that does not make these consecutive actions, because these are different subjects. What the writer
appears to be doing is explaining why Isaac went northwest instead of south; why he went to the land of the
Philistines, rather than to Egypt. The first part of this reason is, God appeared to Isaac.

Without a doubt, Isaac had been told about God from his father on several occasions; and most of the promises
which God made to Abraham were based upon the birth of a son, who is Isaac. Therefore, it should not come as
a great shock, from the standpoint of logic, that God would, at some point, speak to Isaac.

This is the first time> that God appears to Isaac, and we do not know in what form He did appear—whether in a
dream or a vision or what. This is known as a theophany—an appearance by God before the incarnation. The
Member of the Godhead making the appearance would have been Jesus Christ, as the Revealed Member of the
Godhead. This will be the first of two theophanies in this chapter.

Vv. 1 and 2 appear to be concurrent, with consecutive events to be found within each verse. The famine occurs,
then Isaac moved to Gerar; God appears to Isaac, and then God speaks to Isaac. The latter two events, in time,
fall in between the 1% and 2" events in the first verse. What we actually have here, if everything is placed in
chronological order: And so there is a famine in the land [and Jacob purposes to go to Egypt]. And so Y®howah
appears to him and so He says, Do not go to Egypt; you will live in the land | will tell you about.” And so Isaac
goes to Gerar to Abimelech, the king of the Philistines. This is logical and obvious. Understanding this might help
us to understand a similar construction elsewhere in Scripture.

Genesis 26:2b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

wa (or va) (1) and so, and then, then, and; so, No Strond’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive 9
[pronounced wah] consequently: because BDB #253
"amar (xn0) [pronounced : to say, to speak, to utter; to say 3" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] [to oneself], to think singular, Qal imperfect BDB #55
no, not; nothing; none; neither, ad\c/;?)rnb'uorfcr’:i?)%act)lf n,
; nor; do not, let not [with a verb]; -On) . Strong’s #408
al (x7) [pronounced al] let there not be [with an prohibiting, dehorting, BDB #39
understood verbj; deprecating, desire that
’ something not be done
yarad ("27) [pronounced 2" person masculine Strong’s #3381
yaw-RAHD] 10 BESHRNEL, U0 60 G singular, Qal imperfect BDB #432
[pronounced mits :T?AH ouble straights; transliterate proper noun; wi e rong’s
Mits'rayim (3¥:0) 1 youpje straights; transliterated ith th Strong’s #4714
P yirm] Mizraim; also Egypt, Egyptians directional hé BDB #595

The directional hé indicates the direction in which something moves. It is often used with the noun heaven and
the most literal rendering in the English would be heavenward. We can also indicate the existence of the hé
directional by supplying the prepositions tfo or foward.

Translation: ...and He said, “You will not go down to Egypt.

33 At least, the first recorded instance. However, it makes little sense for Isaac to leave such an appearance out of the Record
of God'’s Dealings with Man (that is, Genesis).
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It's interesting that Isaac and Rebekah obey God, but then Isaac falls short of revealing any spiritual maturity when
he remains in God's geographical will. We will never know what could have happened in Egypt or what God was
protecting Isaac from.

This suggests that, as the point that Isaac recognized that there was a recognized famine which necessitated
moving, Isaac considered Egypt. God appears to Isaac and tells him not to go that way.

Barnes: Isaac is now the heir, and therefore the holder, of the promise. Hence, the Lord enters into
communication with him. First, the present difficulty is met. “Go not down into Mizraim,” the land of
corn, even when other lands were barren.*

Y°howah had appeared to him and He said, “You will not go down to Egypt. This tells us that Isaac, because of
this famine, was thinking of going to Egypt to wait it out. God can see into Isaac’s mind. He knows that Isaac was
thinking of Egypt; so God specifies that is the one place he will not go.

Therefore, when the famine began, Isaac first considered going to Egypt. God tells him not to go to Egypt.
Instead, God will have Isaac move a relatively short distance away into the territory of the Philistines.

This is Isaac’s first recorded concern with the Geographic Will of God. He wants to move temporarily to Egypt;
God’s plan is for Isaac to move a very short distance to Gerar.

Whenever the patriarchs got outside of God’s geographic will, the result was, increased difficulty in life. Genesis
12 20 26 29.** Sometimes the geographic will of God can be somewhat tricky. Obviously, we are not to look
to unbelievers for our deliverance (in this case, the deliverance is from famine); but that does not mean that we
do not associate with unbelievers. Isaac will be going to Gerar and live in the midst of a great number of
unbelievers. That is God'’s plan for his life; that is God’s geographic will for Isaac.

It is interesting that twice, Isaac is kept within the borders of Canaan. When Abraham prepared his top servant
to get a wife for Isaac, the servant asked Abraham that, if a woman would not return with him, could he simply
come back and get Isaac and take him to Syria so the women can get a look at the merchandise? Abraham
answered with an unequivocal no. Here, Isaac is apparently thinking of going to Egypt, and God tells him no. This
suggests that, although both Abraham and Jacob could leave the land and be counted on to return, there was not
the same certainty with Isaac.

The Bible makes a very big deal out of, where does God want me to be? At the same time, you cannot spend
your life praying, should | make a left or a right turn up ahead? All believers who are growing need to have some
familiarity with the Geographic will of God—particularly because, God is not going to come to you in your dreams
and say, “You need to move to Chicago, son.” See the Geographic Will of God (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Scott Grant: Often times, even those of us who have tasted of the heavenly water encounter a famine
of the soul. We thirst for something powerful, something meaningful, something transcendent, but
Christ doesn’t seem to satisfy us. Our spiritual lives become parched. Then we ask ourselves, “Should
I go down to Egypt? Should | go outside of Christ?” We know that there are easier and quicker ways
to find relief. Yet the Lord says to us, “Stay in the land. Don’t go outside of Christ. I'll provide for you
here.” And we ask, “When? | am dying of thirst here.” And the Lord says, “Stay here. I'll bless you
here. Trust me.” Keep digging--pray, read, study, write, worship, lament, obey. Defy the famine. Trust
the Lord. “I will open rivers on the bare heights, and springs in the midst of valleys; | will make the
wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land fountains of water” (Isaiah 41:18).%

34 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:2—5.
% Ron Snider, Genesis 26, accessed July 26, 2015.
% From http://lwww.pbc.org/system/message_files/99650/4866.pdf accessed August 2, 2015.


http://kukis.org/Doctrines/geographicalwill.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/geographicalwill.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/geographicalwill.wpd
http://makarios-online.org/notes/genesis/gen26.doc
http://www.pbc.org/system/message_files/99650/4866.pdf
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Unlike Abraham, to whom God appeared on numerous occasions, the same does not appear to be true of Isaac.
Here is the only recorded instance (so far) where God actually appears to him. God will appear to Isaac once again
further along in this chapter. In the previous chapter, Rebekah prayed to God and God answered her, but, as is
often the case, we do not know what the details are. Did God answer her in a dream? Did He come to her? Did
He speak to her through an intermediary? Did someone examine Rebekah after her complains of pain, and tell
her that there are two nations within her that would rival one another?

Similarly, we do not know exactly how this played out either. Was Isaac asleep, dreaming, on the night before
he would leave for Egypt, and God speaks to him.

You will note that God provides different guidance to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. To Abraham, there was a
famine (the result of a drought) and Abraham went down to Egypt. God, at no time, stood in his way and said,
“‘Don’t do this.” However, here Isaac appears to have intended to go to Egypt, and God redirected him. Later,
Jacob will have children and one of them will end up in Egypt (Joseph), and Jacob and all his sons, by God’s
will, will go to Egypt and reside for the rest of their natural lives there. In fact, all Israel will remain in Egypt for
400 years.

The Bible Query on, were Israelites to go down to Egypt or not?

Question: In Gen 26:2, were the Israelites supposed to go down to Egypt, or not?

Answer: Isaac was told not to go down to Egypt in Genesis 26:2. Jacob, not Isaac, was told to go there in
Genesis 46:3. In a similar way, In 2 Samuel 7:5,12-13 David was told that is was not he, but his son that was
to build the Temple in Jerusalem. The lesson here is not that going to Egypt is good or bad, but that that we
should go where God wants us to go, when God wants us to go.

The answer is, it all depends on God’s plan. This is the right thing for one person to do, but not for his son.
With Abraham, there is no specific judgment one way or the other. You may recall that Abraham’s servant went
and fetched a wife for Isaac from his family in the east, but Isaac was not to go east for any reason. However,
his son, Jacob, went east himself to take a wife.

Bible Query; March 2006 version. Copyright (c) Christian Debater(tm) 1997-2006.; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:2.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Application: Along the same lines, | was asked to leave a job at one point, and | considered it, but then did not
leave. That was the correct decision. Many years later, | was asked to leave the same job, and it was the right
decision at that time to leave. Very similar circumstances, but a different decision was made.

There are 3 considerations when it comes to apparent contradictory guidance being given to different patriarchs:
(1) The conditions of the circumstance itself (who is in charge where the person is going; what are the people
like?); (2) Who is the person being sent? Is Egypt, for instance, appropriate for a man like Jacob, but not for a
man like Isaac? And (3) what does God'’s plan call for? What is God accomplishing at this point in time?

Application: You will face some major decisions in your life. What will you study in life? Where will you go to
school? Who will you marry? Where will you take a job? Under what circumstances will you move from one job
to another? Under what circumstances will you move from point A to point B (a different city, a different state or
even a different country)? You have no idea in advance what you might face in life. These are very common
decisions; but they are not the only big decisions that a person faces. The key is doctrine in the soul of the
believer as well as a consistent spiritual life in the power of the Holy Spirit. See the Doctrine of the Will of God
(HTML) (PDF) (WPD) for more information on this topic.


http://kukis.org/Doctrines/willofgod.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/willofgod.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/willofgod.wpd
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BDB and Strong’s #

shakan (w3)) to tabernacle, to pitch a tent; to
[pronounced svilmw- dwell, to reside, to live in, to 2" person masculine Strong’s #7931
P domicile at, to settle, to settle : singular, Qal imperative BDB #1014
KAHN]
down, to encamp

in, into, through; at, by, near, on, No Strond’s #

b® (2) [pronounced b* upon; with, before, against; by : a preposition of proximity BDB #%8

means of; among; within
earth (all or a portion thereof),

‘erets (Xx2y) [pronounced iland, territory, country, continent;: feminine singular noun Strong's #776

EH-rets] ground, soil; under the ground i with the definite article BDB #75

[Sheol]

‘asher (xwn) , . Strong's #834

[pronounced uh-SHER] that, which, when, who, whom relative pronoun BDB #81
’amar (xn0) [pronounced : to say, to speak, to utter; to say i 1% person singular, Qal Strong’s #559

aw-MAHR] [to oneself], to think imperfect BDB #55

directional preposition

unto; into, among, in; toward, to;: (respect or deference Strona's #413

‘el (X7) [pronounced ehl] | against; concerning, regarding; i may be implied); with the BDgB 430

besides, together with; as to 2" person masculine
singular suffix

Translation: Dwell in the land which | say to you.

God does not want Isaac to leave the Land of Promise; and God seems to be quite adamant about keeping a
distance between the Jews and the Egyptians (for most of the time).

| have noticed this from time to time, when God issues an order. He does not always tell his servant what he is
to do next. God does not tell Isaac, “You’re not going to Egypt; you are going to Gerar.” Instead, for whatever
reason, God does not tell Isaac exactly where he is going to go (you may recall that these were God’s orders to
Abraham). Our lives seem to be better for not knowing exactly what is coming next. Now, if | knew that, today,
a plane was going to crash on the roof of my house, | might be a little apprehensive; and, even more so, if | knew
that was my eventual end. How many hours would | spend studying the Word of God of | believed that, one
moment | would be typing, and the next moment, | would be lying in the midst of rubble. So God lets all of this
play out in its own time, where there will always remain a great many unknowns in our future. Even here, where
God is verbally guiding Isaac, He does not yet tell Isaac where he is going to go. Also, this may help you out
personally to know this. You may think, “Well, Isaac’s life was so much better than mine because God was there
telling him what to do.” The guidance that God gave Isaac was quite limited and very rare. In the Church Age,
believers have a much easier time figuring out what the will of God is than at any other time in history (furthermore,
God works through a great many more people in the Church Age than He does in the Age of Israel).

Genesis 26:2 Y°howah had appeared to him and He said, “You will not go down to Egypt. Dwell in the land which
| say to you. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:2 Jehovah appeared to Isaac and said to him, “Do not go down to Egypt; instead, move into the land
that | tell you to live in. (Kukis paraphrase)
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After the Jews moved into the land as a nation, being led by Moses, their relationship with the Philistines quickly
degenerated into great animosity. However, during this time period, Abraham had a good relationship with the
Philistines and Isaac had a so-so relationship with the Philistines. This is one of the things that we learn from
chapters like this—God keeps several factors the same, with the primary change being, the next generation of
Philistines; and we get to see how they respond to Isaac and God blessing Isaac (as God blessed Abraham).

Unlike Abraham, God did not appear to Isaac very often. This is one of the few times that God did. It appears
that when Abraham went down to Egypt, that was a mistake. This was because God did not give that land to
Abraham (not in the near future). God wanted Abraham and his seed to remain in the Land of Promise. So,
apparently Isaac is about to repeat this mistake, and God guides him in a different direction.

God does not tell Isaac to ignore the drought or to act as if it is not happening. But God is going to lead Isaac to
an area not too far from him, which is not suffering the same drought. We who live in Texas understand that
completely. We might get 4 inches of rain in one day; and yet, 10 miles away, they only get an inch of rain.

God also reiterates His promise to Abraham and transfers this promise to Isaac.

v. 2 reads: Y®howah had appeared to him and He said, “You will not go down to Egypt. Dwell in the land which
| say to you.

Wenstrom on Ildentifying the Voice of God (edited)

(1) God will never tell us to get involved in any activity or relationship that is inconsistent with the Word of
God.

(2) God will often ask us to do something, which conflicts with human wisdom.

(3) God will never tell us to do anything that gratifies the old Adamic sin nature.

(4) God will challenge our faith or trust in Him in order to build our relationship and intimacy with Him.

(5) God will often call for us to be courageous.

(6) The Bible is our index or guide for all the other ways God communicates and if we are going to listen to
God and discern His voice in the other avenues He uses, we must be listening to His Word, the Bible.
God communicates His Word in many ways: through those who teach it formally and informally as the
pastor-teacher, in personal exhortation and encouragement, through song or music, through books,
tapes, film, etc.

(7) However, the primary method God has chosen, and that which is foundational to all the other ways God
communicates in the church age, is the local assembly when the church is assembled together for the
hearing of the Word. Other things are involved, prayer, singing, praise, the Lord’s Table, but at the center
is the proclamation of the Word (2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Tim. 4:11, 13; 2 Tim. 4:1-4).

We must also understand that God communicates through the events of our lives:

(1) Special Times of Worship (singing, praise, prayer, teaching, ordinances).

(2) Blessings that reveal His love and grace.

(3) Trials and lIrritations that become tools to get our attention and build character.

(4) [These communications from God must all be related to what] we hear...and rest in the promises and
principles of Scripture.

From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 392); accessed July 23, 2015 (edited).
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Steven Cole suggests that Isaac was on his way to Egypt, and that God caught up to him in Gerar and said, “Don’t
go to Egypt.” This at first seems like a reasonable theory. However, most of the time, Isaac has been living in
Beer-lahai-roi and that general area, so he would go down (southeast) to Egypt, but up to Gerar (or east to Gerar).
The only fault | see with Cole’s thinking here is the text: There was a famine in the land apart from the first famine
in the days of Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, to Gerar. Y®howah had appeared
to him and He said, “You will not go down to Egypt. Dwell in the land which | say to you.” (Genesis 26:1-2). The
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final line suggests that Isaac had not yet gone to Gerar, otherwise God would have said, “Stop right here, and live
here.”

Sojourn in the land the this and | am with you
and | will bless you and to you and to your
seed | will give all the lands the these; and |
have fulfilled the oath which | swore to
Abraham your father.

Reside in this land and | will be with you and |

Genesis will bless you and | will give all these lands to
26:3 you and to your seed; and [by this] | will fulfill
the oath which | swore to your father Abraham.

Live in this land and | will be with you and | will bless you and | will give all of these lands to you and to
your descendants—by this, | have fulfilled the oath which | swore to your father Abraham.

Here is how others have translated this verse:
Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Sojourn in the land the this and | am with you and | will bless you and to you and to
your seed | will give all the lands the these; and | have fulfilled the oath which |
swore to Abraham your father.

Targum of Onkelos Sojourn in the land, and My Word will be for your help, and | will bless you; for to the
end to your sons will | give all these lands, and | will establish the covenant which
| have covenanted with Abraham your father.

Latin Vulgate And sojourn in it, and | will be with you, and will bless you: for to you and to your
seed | will give all these countries, to fulfil the oath which | swore to Abraham your
father.

Peshitta (Syriac) Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you and will bless you; for to you and to your

descendants | will give all these kingdoms, and | will perform the oath which | swore
to Abraham your father.

Septuagint (Greek) And sojourn in this land; and | will be with you, and bless you, for | will give to you
and to your seed all this land; and | will establish My oath which | swore to your
father Abraham.

Significant differences: Instead of / am with you, the targum has My Word will be for your help. Instead of

and to you, the targum has for to the end. The Hebrew word that | have translated
fulfilled can also be rendered established.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English Keep in this land, and | will be with you and give you my blessing; for to you and to
your seed will | give all these lands, giving effect to the oath which | made to your
father Abraham:;...

Easy English Stay there. And | will be with you and | will *bless you. | will give all these countries
to you and your *descendants. | will do as | promised to your father Abraham.

God’s Word™ Live here in this land for a while, and | will be with you and bless you. | will give all
these lands to you and your descendants. | will keep the oath that | swore to your
father Abraham.

Good News Bible (TEV) Live here, and | will be with you and bless you. | am going to give all this territory to
you and to your descendants. | will keep the promise | made to your father
Abraham.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:
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New Berkeley Version Live as an immigrant in this land and | will be with you and bless you; for to you and
to your descendants | will give all this territory. | will make good the oath | sword to
your father Abraham;...

New Life Bible Live in this land and | will be with you and bring good to you. For | will give all these
lands to you and your children. | will keep the promise | made to your father
Abraham.

New Living Translation Live here as a foreigner in this land, and | will be with you and bless you. | hereby

confirm that | will give all these lands to you and your descendants [Hebrew seed;
also in 26:4, 24.], just as | solemnly promised Abraham, your father.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible Stay in this land and | will be with you and bless you, because I'm going to give all
this land to you and to your seed. And | will fulfill the oath that | swore to your father
AbraHam,...

Beck’s American Translation Live as a foreigner in this country, and | will be with you and bless you. | will give
you and your descendants all these lands. | will do what | sore to do for your father

Abraham.

International Standard V Remain in this land, and I'll be with and bless you by giving all these lands to you
and to your descendants in fulfillment of my solemn promise that | made to your
father Abraham.

New Advent Bible Dwell in that land, though it be alien soil, and | will be with thee and bless thee; |

mean to give all this land to thee and to thy race after thee, in fulfilment of the oath
| took to thy father Abraham.

Translation for Translators  Stay in this land for a while, and | will help you and bless you, because it is to you
and your descendants that | will give all these lands, and | will do what | solemnly
promised to your father.

Today’s NIV Stay in this land for a while, and | will be with you and will bless you. For to you and
your descendants | will give all these lands and will confirm the oath | swore to your
father Abraham.

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear  'Stay in this land. | am with you and will bless you. | will give all these lands to you
and to your seed.' | will raise the oath which | swore to Abraham your father.

Conservapedia "Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you, and will bless you, for to you, and to
your descendants, | will give all these lands, and | will carry out the oath | swore to
your father Abraham."

Ferar-Fenton Bible ...remain in this land, and | will be with you, and will bless you, for to you and your
race | will give the whole of this country as a dwelling; and | will complete the oath
which | swore to your father Abraham;...

Lexham English Bible Dwell as an alien in this land, and | will be with you, and will bless you, for | will give
all these lands to you and to your descendants, and | will establish the oath that |
swore to Abraham you father.

NIV - UK Stay in this land for a while, and | will be with you and will bless you. For to you and
your descendants | will give all these lands and will confirm the oath | swore to your
father Abraham.

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

Christian Community Bible Remain in this land, and | will be with you and | will bless you. | will give all these
lands to you and your race, and | shall keep the oath | swore to your father,
Abraham. For [ told him:...
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The Heritage Bible

New American Bible (R.E.)

New Jerusalem Bible

New RSV
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Dwell in this land, and | will be with you, and will kneel down with goodness to you,
because | will give all these lands to you and to your seed, and | have caused my
oath to rise which | swore to Abraham, your father; And | will multiply your seed as
the stars of the heavens, and will give all these lands to your seed; and all peoples
of the earth shall be blessed in your seed, Because Abraham attentively heard my
voice, and hedged about my guard duty, my commandments, my statutes, and my
laws. Vv. 4-5 are included for context.

Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you and bless you; for to you and your
descendants | will give all these lands, in fulfillment of the oath that | swore to your
father Abraham. Gn 12:7; 15:18; Ex 32:13; Ps 105:9; Sir 44:22; Heb 11:9.
Remain for the present in that country; | shall be with you and bless you, for | shall
give all these countries to you and your descendants in fulfilment of the oath | swore
to your father Abraham.

Reside in this land as an alien, and | will be with you, and will bless you; for to you
and to your descendants | will give all these lands, and | will fulfil the oath that |
swore to your father Abraham.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Hebrew Names Version

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

Stay in this land, and | will be with you and bless you, because | will give all these
lands to you and to your descendants. | will fulfill the oath which | swore to Avraham
your father -...

...sojourn in this land

and | AM with you and bless you;

for | give all these lands to you and to your seed

and | raise the oath | oathed to Abraham your father...

Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you, and will bless you. For to you, and to your
seed, | will give all these lands, and | will establish the oath which | swore to
Avraham your father.

Remain an immigrant in this land. | will be with you and bless you, since it will be to
you and your offspring that | will give all these lands. | will thus keep the oath that
I made to your father Abraham.

Sojourn in ha'aretz hazot, and | will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee,
and unto thy zera, | will give all these lands, and | will perform the shevu'ah (oath)
which | swore unto Avraham avichah;...

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

The Expanded Bible

NET Bible®

Dwell temporarily in this land, and | will be with you and will favor you with blessings;
for to you and to your descendants | will give all these lands, and | will perform the
oath which | swore to Abraham your father.

Stay [Sojourn; Live as an alien] in this land, and | will be with you and bless you
[12:3]. I will give you and your -descendants [‘seed] all these lands, and | will -keep
[fulfill] the oath | made to Abraham your father.

Stay [The Hebrew verb am (gur) means "to live temporarily without ownership of
land." Abraham's family will not actually possess the land of Canaan until the
Israelite conquest hundreds of years later.] in this land. Then | will be with you and
will bless you [After the imperative "stay" the two prefixed verb forms with prefixed
conjunction here indicate consequence.] [l will be with you and | will bless you. The
promise of divine presence is a promise to intervene to protect and to bless.], for |
will give all these lands to you and to your descendants, and | will fulfill the solemn
promise | made [Heb "the oath which | swore."] [The solemn promise | made. See
Genesis 15:18-20; Genesis 22:16—-18.] to your father Abraham.
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The updated Pulpit Com.

The Voice

The Book of Genesis

Sojourn in this land, viz., Philistia (Murphy, Alford), though otherwise regarded as
Canaan (Lange, Keil, Calvin)and | will be with you, and will bless you. Of this
comprehensive promise, the first part was enjoyed by, while the second was
distinctly stated to, Abraham. (Genesis 12:2) God s presence with Isaac of higher
significance than his presence with Ishmael. (Genesis 21:20) For unto you, and
unto your seed, will | give all these lah an archaism for hLaeh (cf. Genesis 19:8,
Genesis 19:25) countries (i.e. Canaan and the surrounding lands), and | will
perform the oath (vide Genesis 22:16) which | swore unto Abraham your father.
Live in this land as a foreigner, but don't worry. | will be there with you. | will put a
blessing on you, and | will one day bestow this land on you and your descendants.
You can be assured that | will honor the solemn vow | made to your father,
Abraham:...

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version

Context Group Version

English Standard Version

Green’s Literal Translation

Third Millennium Bible

World English Bible

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

Hebrew/Pronunciation

glwr (am) [pronounced
goor]

Sojourn in this land, and | come to be with you and will bless you. For to you and to
your seed will | give all these lands, and carry out will | the oath which | swore to
Abraham, your father.

Sojourn in this land { or earth }, and | will be with you, and will esteem you. For to
you, and to your seed, | will give all these lands, and | will establish the oath which
| swore to Abraham your father.

Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your
offspring | will give all these lands, and | will establish the oath that | swore to
Abraham your father.

Reside in this land, and | will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your seed
I will give all these lands. And | will cause to rise My oath which | swore to your
father Abraham.

Sojourn in this land, and | will be with thee and will bless thee. For unto thee and
unto thy seed | will give all these countries, and | will perform the oath which | swore
unto Abraham thy father.

Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you, and will bless you. For to you, and to your
seed, | will give all these lands, and | will establish the oath which | swore to
Abraham your father.

Sojourn in this land, and | am with you, and | will bless you, for to you and to your
seed | give all these lands, and | have established the oath which | have sworn to
Abraham your father.

God tells Isaac to remain in the Land of Promise, and He would be with Isaac and
he would bless Isaac and his seed.

Genesis 26:3a

Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

to reside, to temporarily reside,

to sojourn; to reside without i 2" person masculine Strong’s #1481

ownership; to gather together singular, Qal imperative BDB #157

with, band together with

NET Bible footnote: The Hebrew verb arn (gur) means "to live temporarily without ownership of land." Abraham's
family will not actually possess the land of Canaan until the Israelite conquest hundreds of years later.3’

3" From http://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen26.htm accessed March 3, 2013.
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Genesis 26:3a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
in, into, through; at, by, near, on, :
b® (2) [pronounced b* upon; with, before, against; by : a preposition of proximity N S &
s P BDB #88
means of; among; within
earth (all or a portion thereof),
‘erets (X2y) [pronounced iland, territory, country, continent;: feminine singular noun Strong's #776
EH-rets] ground, soil; under the ground i with the definite article BDB #75
[Sheol]
Although Owen says there is a direct object here, that is a typo on his part.
feminine of singular zeh; :
z0’th (tkn) [pronounced here, this, this one; thus; demonstrative pronoun, S & Ebe
zoth] possibly another adverb; with the definite 2 20, 205,
’ article BDB #260

Translation: Reside in this land...

In the previous verse, God told Isaac that He would specify exactly which land to live in. Although this word can
refer to temporarily residing somewhere, | think the NET Bible gets the better sense of this word, that Isaac is
living in this land, but without having any ownership of it. The Hebrew verb used here is glwr (a1) [pronounced
goor], which means, to reside, to temporarily reside, to sojourn; to reside without ownership. Strong’s #1481
BDB #157.

Wenstrom relates this word to the culture of that day.

Wenstrom on the Hebrew Word Gawr

The word “sojourned” is the Hebrew verb gur (am) (goor), which refers to a specific legal status of a person who
lives as a resident and is in a dependent legal status and is not a native, but is dwelling upon the land.

In societies, which possess a clan structure, this person is without legal protection since he has no blood ties.
Such a person, like Isaac, would have been dependent upon a native to recognize and protect him while he was
in Gerar.

The Mari documents (1800 B.C.) indicate that the relationship between “sitting” farmers and nomadic herders
(such as Abraham) was that contracts were drawn up concerning grazing and watering rights. This relationship
is known as “dimorphism” as these two distinct yet interrelated cultures exist side by side.

Isaac is entering into a land, where he no legal rights and protection, which will affect his decision-making and
will cause him to say that Rebekah is his sister. He is a “resident alien” meaning he was a person who moved
into Canaan where he had neither land nor clan ties and was without traditional tribal legal support and
protection and would be vulnerable to abuse and exploitation.

From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 393); accessed July 24, 2015.
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The key is not that God is giving this land to the Jews over temporarily, but that He expects them to live there with
faith in Him but without actual ownership of the land where they stay.®® The faith is that they choose to live there
in obedience to God, despite never having ownership of the land until about a half a millennium from this time.
This is a very different approach than you or | would have. Today, | may rent this or that house, but that would
be temporary, with my sights on purchasing this house or another house in the future.

Now, you will note that this certainly involves some hardship and difficulty to be endured by Isaac and his family.
That is, God does not give all the land where he is a perfect amount of rain all of the time. In fact, God intends
for Isaac to move for a time to a different area. However, God wants Isaac to remain on the Land of Promise.

What else God has working in His plan is not revealed to us. Is He reducing the number of people in the land;
is He keeping people from remaining in the land? We do not know.

Application: This is something that the people of the dust bowl needed to know. Many of them were very strong
believers; many of them had believed in Jesus Christ and then believed in the Word of God. However, here,
because of a drought, Isaac is having to move from The Well of Him Who Sees Me to Gerar; and we may
recognize that God has a plan which is in motion in order to get Isaac to move. My point is, no one in the dust
bowl area should have said, “ am a believer in Jesus Christ; | have trusted in the Word; and therefore, | must stay
in this particular area.” That is not necessarily the case. We all need some modicum of flexibility. We cannot lay
down stakes and think that this is where we will always live. Nor does this mean that God wants you to move
every 3 years. Again, the key is having some modicum of flexibility and being willing to move when that seems
to be indicated. | am sure that | have given myself before as an example—I| am one of the many who moved to
Houston, in part because Berachah was here. | did not know a soul here. God provided in every way possible.
Without a single doubt, | know that my moving here was God’s will (I was not so certain at the time). When it is
time for you to move—if that time ever comes—God will put on the pressure for you to move.

Genesis 26:3b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when;
[pronounced weh] since, that; though

No Strong’s #

simple waw conjunction BDB #251

to be, is, was, are; to become, to
come into being; to come to
pass

1% person singular, Qal Strong's #1961
imperfect BDB #224

hayah (n'n) [pronounced
haw-YAW]

preposition of nearness

and vicinity; with the 2" Strong’s #5973
person masculine BDB #767

singular suffix

‘im (vn) [pronounced

) with, at, by, near; like; from
geem]

Translation: ...and | will be with you...

God makes several promises to Isaac. The first promise is, He would be with Isaac. When we are in God’s
geographical will, He is right there with us. We are in the right place to do His will. However, when we are outside
of His geographical will, then the divine good that we can produce is limited.

Ballinger: The exact wording "and | will be with you" is here first used in connection with divine
reassurance to Isaac and repeated on several occasions to Jacob (28:15; 31:3; 46:4).%°

3 See the footnote on this verse from http://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen26.htm accessed March 3, 2013.
% From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
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Application: Do not get weird here. Do not listen for quiet voices to tell you to move. Do not over-think making
a left or a right turn up ahead. God did not come to Abraham every 5 minutes and tell him to make a long step
then a short step, and then turn to the right and walk for 20 paces. We simply stay in fellowship, learn Bible
doctrine, and do the things which God has given us to do during our lives here on earth (work, school, military,
whatever). And God does not give a healthy person (or even a semi-healthy person) the command to sit in front
of a television or computer all day long and collect a government check.

Despite the famine, Isaac was to remain in the Land of Promise. He had to maintain faith that this land is given
to him from God. God made a series of promises to Abraham, which we will study again; and He is reestablishing
these promises with Isaac, as Abraham’s heir of promise.

God being with various believers in His plan is recorded throughout Scripture, as is His promise to remain with us:
Genesis 26:24 28:15 31:3 32:9 39:2, 21 46:4 Exodus 3:12 Judges 6:16 Psalm 46:7, 11 Isaiah 7:14 8:10
41:10 43:2,5 Jer. 1:19 Matthew 18:20 28:20 Phi. 4:9.*° The very meaning of Immanuel is God with us. In the
Old Testament, it appears that God with us is the parallel to the New Testament’s Christ in you (John 6:56 14:20,
23 15:5 17:23 Romans 8:10 2Corinthians 13:5 Ephesians 3:17 Colossians 1:27).*

Genesis 26:3c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

w® (or v®) (1.0or 1) and, even, then; namely; when; . R . .
simple waw conjunction BDB #251

[pronounced weh] since, that; though

to invoke God, to praise, to
celebrate, to adore, to bless
[God]; to bless [men], to invoke i 1% person singular, Piel

N

[ rgr?cr)ii:\c(e??);w- blessings; to bless [as God, man: imperfect; with the 2™ Strong’s #1288

P RAHK?] and other created things], person masculine BDB #138
therefore to cause to prosper, to singular suffix

make happy; to salute anyone
[with a blessing]; to curse

Wenstrom: “Bless” is the verb barakh (713), which means that the Lord promised to endue Isaac with power
for success, prosperity, fecundity (offspring in great numbers) and longevity.”** | don’t know if these quotation
marks means that Wenstrom is quoting someone else.

Translation: ...and | will bless you...

God would also bless Isaac. And we should recall that God blessed his father Abraham greatly. Now Abraham
was old, well advanced in years. And the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things (Genesis 24:1).

Vv. 2-3c: Y°howah had appeared to him and He said, “You will not go down to Egypt. Dwell in the land which |
say to you. Reside in this land and | will be with you and | will bless you... On at least two occasions,* Isaac is
purposely kept within the confines of the Land of Promise. God will allow Isaac to move a small distance—as
opposed to moving out of the land and down to Egypt—and inherent in this direction is God’s promise to bless
Isaac.

40 Go to Genesis 28:15 in the Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge to make a doctrine of this.

“1 Go to Romans 8:10 in Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge in order to make a doctrine of this.

42 From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 393); accessed July 24, 2015.
43 Abraham clearly directed his top servant not to take Isaac outside of the Land of Promise to find a bride.
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In this very chapter, we will see this play out. We will see on at least two occasions where God gives great
blessing to Isaac; and prospers him even more than a heathen king of that area is prospered. Isaac will be so
blessed that all the Philistines will be jealous of him. Not only does he have the most beautiful wife, but his wealth
grows exponentially.

God says to Isaac: “Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you and will bless you,...”

The Bible Query on, does God bless Abraham because of works?

Q: In Gen 26:3-5, Gen 12:1; Gen 17:1, 9-14; and Gen 22:16 did God bless Abraham because of Abraham’s
works?

A: No [and yes]. For either Abraham or people in general, there are two distinct issues here: salvation and
blessings. Salvation: Abraham’s works were not important, in the sense that they did not get him to Heaven.
Abraham’s works were very important in being the visible expression of his faith in God, and inseparable from
his faith in God.

Blessings: Because of works, both Abraham and us often receive both blessings this life and rewards in the
next.

God'’s covenant had both an invariant element and a conditional element. Leviticus 26:44-45 shows that even
if God’s people fail on the conditional element, the invariant element still stands. See Hard Sayings of the Bible
p.129-130 for more info.

Bible Query; March 2006 version. Copyright (c) Christian Debater(tm) 1997-2006.; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:2.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Ballinger: The words "I will be with you and bless you" is a promise of divine protection and success.
For "bless you" see Genesis 12:2; 22:17; 26:24; 27:7).*

When it comes to temporal and eternal blessings in this life, God gives us a very specific pathway upon which to
walk. (1) We must be filled with the Holy Spirit and (2) we must have Bible doctrine in our souls. Then God can
work through us (not like robots or humanoids, as God preserves our free will); and in working through us, God
accomplishes His plan. This is rewardable. All of our ability to partake in this process is based upon grace. We
first of all stand upon Jesus Christ, our Savior, Who saves us in grace. The power of the Holy Spirit is given to
us in grace. The access to Bible doctrine is also given to us in grace. We are given the privilege of participating
in the greatest drama in all the universe—and we choose to be a part or not.

Application: When | was in 7" grade, in P.E., playing football, | was pretty much the least valuable player. Ed
Nagle, the team captain, at the end of the game, told me to step over the goal line, turn around, and he’d hit me
with a pass. | was pretty much the last person anyone would think would be going out for a pass, so | was totally
inthe clear. Ed put the football rightinto my hands and (if memory serves) that was the winning touchdown. Ed’s
plan, Ed’s throw; and my contribution was very little. However, here it is, 52 years later, and | still remember
catching a touchdown pass. God gives us the opportunity to catch that touchdown pass; God gives us the
opportunity to be a part of His plan. We don’t deserve it and, by all accounts, most people might view us as the
least valuable players. Yet God can and does use us. It is a matter of grace.

God'’s directions to Isaac are, “Stay in the land and | will bless you.”
Clarke: While a man acknowledges God in all his ways, He will direct all his steps, though He may not

choose to give him the reasons of the workings of His providence. Abraham might go safely to Egypt,
Isaac might not; in firmness and decision of character there was a wide difference between the two

“ From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
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men.** What Clarke is saying is, God takes into account Isaac’s character when giving him direction.
It is possible that if Isaac moved out of the land, he might not return. Remember that Isaac’s father
required an oath from his servant not to take Isaac outside of the Land of Promise. “l am sending you
to Paddan-aram to get a wife for Isaac. No matter what, you do not take him there.”

God knows our limitations and what God requires of us, we are able to do.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

kiy (2!) [pronounced kee]

Genesis 26:3d

Common English Meanings

for, that, because; when, at that
time, which, what time

Notes/Morphology

explanatory or temporal
conjunction; preposition

BDB and Strong’s #

Strong's #3588
BDB #471

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational
preposition with the 2™
person masculine
singular suffix

No Strong’s #
BDB #510

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)
[pronounced weh]

and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s #
BDB #510

zera“ (ry) [pronounced
ZEH-rahg]

a seed, a sowing; an offspring,
progeny, descendant; posterity

masculine singular noun
with the 2" person
masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #2233
BDB #282

The NET Bible: The Hebrew term ray (zera') occurring here and in Genesis 26:18 may mean "seed" (for
planting), "offspring” (occasionally of animals, but usually of people), or "descendants” depending on the
context.] [To you and to your descendants. The Abrahamic blessing will pass to Isaac. Everything included
in that blessing will now belong to the son, and in turn will be passed on to his sons. But there is a contingency
involved: If they are to enjoy the full blessings, they will have to obey the word of the LORD. And so obedience
is enjoined here with the example of how well Abraham obeyed.*®

nathan (an|) [pronounced
naw-THAHN]

to give, to grant, to place, to put,
to set; to make

1% person singular, Qal
imperfect

Strong's #5414
BDB #678

‘éth (xn) [pronounced

ayth]

untranslated generally;
occasionally to, toward

indicates that the
following substantive is a
direct object

Strong's #853
BDB #84

kél (5%) [pronounced
kohl]

the whole, all of, the entirety of,
all; can also be rendered any of

masculine singular
construct followed by a
definite article

Strong’s #3605
BDB #481

‘aratséwth (xoxin)
[pronounced uh-raw-
TSOHTH]

lands, countries

feminine plural noun with
the definite article

Strong's #776
BDB #75

45 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:3.
6 From http://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen26.htm accessed March 3, 2013.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

‘el (x7) [pronounced ale]

Genesis 26:3d

Common English Meanings

these, those

Notes/Morphology

pronoun/demonstrative
plural adjective (for

. masculine and feminine

nouns)

Translation: ...and | will give all these lands to you and to your seed;...

The Book of Genesis

BDB and Strong’s #

Strong’s #411
BDB #41

This time land (or, earth) is in the plural. So, the land of Canaan and all of the surrounding lands which were
controlled by dozens of different rulers would be put under the direct control of the seed of Isaac. Isaac is to live
on that land today, his faith in God, without ownership; with the result that his descendants would own this land.

Although seed is in the singular, it can both refer to Isaac’s descendants or to the Lord Jesus Christ, Isaac’s Seed.
Now, just in case you think that it is self for God the Father to give this land to God the Son, bear in mind that we
are sons of God in Christ Jesus and we share in His possessions.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)
[pronounced weh]

Genesis 26:3e

Common English Meanings

and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though

Notes/Morphology

simple waw conjunction

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

qdwm (jin) [pronounced
koom]

to cause to raise up, to cause to
stand, to establish, to fulfill; to
uphold, to perform [a testimony,
a vow, a commandment, a
promise]

1% person singular,
Hiphil imperfect

Strong’s #6965
BDB #877

The NET Bible: The Hiphil stem of the verb jz1n (qum) here means "to fulfill, to bring to realization." For other
examples of this use of this verb form, see Leviticus 26:9; Num. 23:19; Deut. 8:18; Deut. 9:5; 1Samuel 1:23;

1Kings 6:12; Jer. 11:5.4

Wenstrom: The phrase “I will establish” [Context Group Version, ESV, WEB, Young] is inaccurate but rather
should be translated “I will make a reality the covenant that has already been established.”*® Inaccurate may

be a bit strong here, as that is a legitimate translation.

communicate better the thought here.

However, Wenstrom’s | will make a reality may

‘éth (xn) [pronounced

ayth]

untranslated generally;
occasionally to, toward

indicates that the
following substantive is a
direct object

Strong's #853
BDB #84

shebl‘ah (wayn)
[pronounced she’voo-

GAH]

a solemn oath, a curse

feminine singular noun
with the definite article

Strong's #7621
BDB #989

Wenstrom: “Oath”is the noun sh°vu'ah (vayn) (she-voo-aw), which means, “to bind oneself volitionally by one’s
own words,” putting oneself under obligation.*

4" From http://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen26.htm accessed March 3, 2013.
8 From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p- 394); accessed July 24, 2015.
“® From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 394); accessed July 24, 2015.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
‘asher (xw) , . Strong's #834
[pronounced uh-SHER] that, which, when, who, whom relative pronoun BDB #81
shaba’ (vay) to swear, to imprecate, to curse, 1 person masculine Strong's #7650
[pronounced shaw?’- to swear an oath, to take a sinqular. Niohal perfect BDB #989
VAHG] solemn oath, to swear allegiance gufar, Niphal p
A . directional/relational No Strong’s #
lamed (7) [pronounced FF] : to, for, towards, in regards to preposition BDB #510
"Ab®raham (xa)nD) father of a multitude, chief of a masculine sinaular Strond’s #85
[pronounced ahb"-raw- multitude; transliterated roper nougn BDgB 24
HAWM] Abraham prop
"ab (x2)[pronounced father, both as the head of a masculine singular noun
2P household, clan or tribe; founder, with the 2" person Strong’s #1 BDB #3
awv] g . o .
civil leader, military leader masculine singular suffix

Translation: ...and [by this] | will fulfill the oath which | swore to your father Abraham.

Suddenly, we go from God speaking in imperfect verbs to a perfect verb—the word fuffill is in the perfect tense.
There are two senses in which this may be taken: (1) God promised this to Abraham and to Isaac in eternity past,
and these things are as good as fulfilled, even though that was long into the future. Or, (2) by doing the things
which God spoke of earlier, being with Isaac, blessing him and giving him and his seed the lands, this itself is a
fulfillment of the Abrahamic promises.

Genesis 26:3 Reside in this land and | will be with you and | will bless you and | will give all these lands to you
and to your seed; and [by this] | will fulfill the oath which | swore to your father Abraham. (Kukis mostly literal
translation)

Genesis 26:3 Live in this land and | will be with you and | will bless you and | will give all of these lands to you and
to your descendants—by this, | have fulfilled the oath which | swore to your father Abraham. (Kukis paraphrase)

V. 3: Reside in this land and | will be with you and | will bless you and | will give all these lands to you and to your
seed; and [by this] | will fulfill the oath which | swore to your father Abraham. This is the first and the great handoff
from generation to generation. Abraham received the promises and he was given a child to whom these promises
would go to. These promises would continue from generation to generation, down to the incarnation of Jesus
Christ; and then they continue to the Millennium. Isaac needs to grab onto these promises and believe them and
act upon them. These promises are associated with Abraham and his seed (which is Isaac) and with this land
upon which Isaac is standing. These promises are associated both with the grace of God and with the obedience
of Isaac. Now, that is a little tricky, but God’s promises will be fulfilled, even if Isaac is disobedient (this will
become more much clear with Jacob, who wants the promises, but uses his own works in order to help things
along).

All of v. 3 reads: Reside in this land and | will be with you and | will bless you and | will give all these lands to you
and to your seed; and [by this] | will fulfill the oath which | swore to your father Abraham. Between Genesis 12
and 25, God makes only one oath to Abraham, which is an oath that Isaac would have heard: And the angel of
the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, "By Myself | have sworn, declares the LORD,
because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely bless you, and | will surely
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you
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have obeyed My voice." (Gen 22:15-18; ESV; capitalized)*® God has made covenants with Abraham throughout
his life, and the substance of the covenants is very similar to the substance of this oath.

Note that God promises this land fo Isaac (and to his seed); and Isaac will die before God’s oath is carried out.
That means that Isaac must be resurrected in order to receive this promise from God.

Isaac’s response would be a response of faith; and God blesses those who trust in Him.

God’s oath to Abraham represented a covenant (contract) made by God. Most of the time, these were covenants
made by the powerful with the consent of the weak; also known as the Suzerain-Vassal Treaty. A much more
powerful nation establishes a relationship with a weaker people, city or nation, often establishing a non-aggression
pact (in exchange for tribute paid regularly). This treaty is explained in the Abrahamic Covenant (HTML) (PDF)
(WPD).

V. 5 appears to be a continuation of v. 4, so these verses have been combined. V. 5 is quite difficult, and | will
attempt to understand and explain it.

And so | have multiplied your seed as stars of

the [two] heavens and | have given to your

seed all the lands the these; and have blessed
[themselves] in your seed all nations of the Genesis
earth; because that had heard [and obeyed] 26:4-5
Abraham in My voice. And so he keeps My

guard, My commandments, My statutes and My

laws.”

| have multiplied your seed as the stars of the
heavens and | have given to your seed all
these lands; furthermore [lit., and], all nations
of the earth of blessed [themselves] by your
seed. [This is] because Abraham listened to
My voice and he kept My charge, My
commandments, My statues and My laws.”

I will continue to multiply your descendants as the stars in the heavens and will give all of these lands to
your descendants; furthermore, all nations of the earth cause themselves to be blessed by means of your
Descendant. This has been done in eternity past because your father Abraham listened to My voice and
kept My ritual observations, My commands, My statutes and My laws.”

Here is how others have translated this verse:
Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so | have multiplied your seed as stars of the [two] heavens and | have given
to your seed all the lands the these; and have blessed [themselves] in your seed all
nations of the earth; because that had heard [and obeyed] Abraham in My voice.
And so he keeps My guard, My commandments, My statutes and My laws.”

Targum of Onkelos And | will multiply your sons as the stars of the heavens, and will give to your sons
all these lands, and through your sons will all the nations of the earth be blessed;
on account that Abraham obeyed My word, and kept the keeping of My word, My
statutes, My covenants, and My laws.

Latin Vulgate And | will multiply your seed like the stars of heaven: and | will give to your posterity
all these countries: and in your seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed.
Because Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept My precepts and commandments,
and observed My ceremonies and laws.

Peshitta (Syriac) And | will make your descendants to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give
to your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants shall all the nations

%0 God makes an oath here to Abraham, swearing by Himself, as He can swear by none greater.
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of the earth be blessed; Because that Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My
charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.

And | will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven; and | will give to your seed all
this land, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in your seed. Because
Abraham vyour father listened to My voice, and kept My injunctions, My
commandments, My ordinances, and My statutes.

The targum has sons rather than seed. The targum also has word instead of voice.
The targum has word instead of guard (charge).

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English

Easy English

Easy-to-Read Version

God’s Word™

Good News Bible (TEV)

The Message

NIRV

New Simplified Bible

I will make your seed like the stars of heaven in number, and will give them all these
lands, and your seed will be a blessing to all the nations of the earth; Because
Abraham gave ear to my voice and kept my words, my rules, my orders, and my
laws.

You will have as many *descendants as there are stars in the sky. | will give all
these countries to your *descendants. | will *bless all the nations on the earth
because of your *descendants. | will *bless the nations because Abraham obeyed
my voice. And he carried out my words, my commands, my orders and my laws.'
I will make your family as many as the stars of heaven. And | will give all these
lands to your family. Through your descendants, [152] every nation on earth will be
blessed. | will do this because your father Abraham obeyed my words and did the
things | said. Abraham obeyed my commands, my laws, and my rules.”

I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and give all these
lands to your descendants. Through your descendant all the nations of the earth will
be blessed. | will bless you because Abraham obeyed me and completed the
duties, commands, laws, and instructions | gave him."

I will give you as many descendants as there are stars in the sky, and | will give
them all this territory. All the nations will ask me to bless them as | have blessed
your descendants. | will bless you, because Abraham obeyed me and kept all my
laws and commands."

I'll make your descendants as many as the stars in the sky and give them all these
lands. All the nations of the Earth will get a blessing for themselves through your
descendants. And why? Because Abraham obeyed my summons and kept my
charge--my commands, my guidelines, my teachings."

I will make your children after you as many as the stars in the sky. And | will give
them all these lands. All nations on earth will be blessed because of your children.
"l will do all of those things because Abraham obeyed me. He did what | required.
He kept my commands, my rules and my laws."

»| will give you as many descendants as there are stars in the sky. | will give your
descendants all of this land. They will be a blessing to every nation on earth.
»This is because Abraham did everything | told him to do.«

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Contemporary English V.

New Berkeley Version

I will give you as many descendants as there are stars in the sky, and | will give
your descendants all of this land. They will be a blessing to every nation on earth,
because Abraham did everything | told him to do.

I will make your offspring as countless as the stars of heaven, and | will give your
descendants all these lands. Through your offspring all the nations of the earth
shall b blessed, because Abraham minded My voice and kept My charge, aMy
orders, My rules and My laws.
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New Century Version

New Life Bible

New Living Translation

The Book of Genesis

| will give you many descendants, as hard to count as the stars in the sky, and | will
give them all these lands. Through your descendants all the nations on the earth will
be blessed. | will do this because your father Abraham obeyed me. He did what |
said and obeyed my commands, my teachings, and my rules."

“1 will make your children and all your children's children as many as the stars of
heaven. | will give these lands to them. °For Abraham obeyed Me. He did what | told
him to do. He kept My Word and My Law."

| will cause your descendants to become as numerous as the stars of the sky, and
I will give them all these lands. And through your descendants all the nations of the
earth will be blessed. | will do this because Abraham listened to me and obeyed all
my requirements, commands, decrees, and instructions."

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

Beck’s American Translation

International Standard V

New Advent Bible

Today’s NIV

Translation for Translators

...for I will increase your seed as the stars in the sky; | will give all of this land to
your seed, and all the nations of the earth will be blest by your seed, 5 because
AbraHam your father listened to My voice and did what | said. He obeyed My
Commandments, rules, and Laws.'

I will give you many descendants, like the stars in the sky, and | will give your
descendants all these lands, and in your Descendant all the nations of the earth will
be blessed, because Abraham listen to Me and kept My rules, commandments,
regulations, and laws.”

I'll cause you to have as many descendants as the stars of the heavens, and I'll
certainly give all these lands to your descendants. Later on, through your
descendants all the nations of the earth will bless one another. I'm going to do this
because Abraham did what | told him to do. He kept my instructions, commands,
statutes, and laws."

I will make that race plentiful as the stars in heaven, and grant the whole of this land
to thy descendants; in thy posterity all the nations of the world shall find a blessing.
Such reward shall Abraham have for obeying me, for keeping every command and
charge | gave him, following observance and decree of mine.

I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them
all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,
because Abraham obeyed me and did everything | required of him, keeping my
commands, my decrees and my instructions."

| will cause your descendants to be as numerous as the stars in the sky. | will give
to your descendants all these lands, and | will cause your descendants to be a
blessing to the people of [MTY] all nations on the earth. | will do that because
Abraham obeyed me. He obeyed all that | told him to do, all that | commanded him
to do, all that | declared and all the laws that | gave him."

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear

Conservapedia

Ferar-Fenton Bible

I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven. | give all these lands to your seed.
Your seed will bless all the nations of the land, in reward for Abraham hearing my
voice, and keeping my schedule, my commandments, my decrees, and my Torah."
"l will increase your descendants like the stars in heaven, and will give to your
descendants all these lands, and all the ethnic groups of the earth will be blessed
through Your Descendant [The particular Descendant here in view is Jesus Christ.
], inasmuch as Abraham listened to My Voice, kept My charge, and followed My
instructions, and My statutes and laws."

...and | will increase your race like the stars of the sky; and | will give to your race
the whole of this country for a home, and | will bless all the nations of the earth



Genesis Chapter 26

Lexham English Bible

New Heart English Bible

NIV - UK
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through your Heir. In accordance with what | promised to Abraham according to My
words; — ‘if you will carefully keep My commands and statutes and laws.’”

And | will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and | will give to your
descendants all these lands. And all nations of the earth will be blessed through
your offspring, because Abraham listened to my voice and kept my charge: my
commandments, my statutes, and my laws."

I will multiply your seed as the stars of the sky, and will give to your seed all these
lands. In your seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham
obeyed my voice, and kept my requirements, my commandments, my statutes, and
my laws."

I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them
all these lands, and through your offspring [Or seed] all nations on earth will be
blessed [Or and all nations on earth will use the name of your offspring in blessings
(see 48:20)], because Abraham obeyed me and did everything | required of him,
keeping my commands, my decrees and my instructions.'.

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

Christian Community Bible

New American Bible

New American Bible (R.E.)

New Jerusalem Bible

New RSV

I will make your descendants as many as the stars in the heavens, and to them | will
give all these lands; and through your descendants all nations in the world will be
blessed because you were obedient and kept my charge, my commandments, my
decrees and my laws.”

| will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and give them all
these lands, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find
blessing— this because Abraham obeyed me, keeping my mandate (my
commandments, my ordinances, and my instructions)."

I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky, and | will give
them all these lands, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth will find
blessing [Gn 12:3;22:17-18; 28:14; Ex 32:13.]—this because Abraham obeyed me,
keeping my mandate, my commandments, my ordinances, and my instructions.

| shall make your descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven, and | shall give
them all these countries, and all nations on earth will bless themselves by your
descendants in return for Abraham's obedience; for he kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes and my laws.'

“I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven, and will give to your
offspring all these lands; and all the nations of the earth shall gain blessing for
themselves through your offspring, *because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept
my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws."'

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

JPS (Tanakh—1985)

| will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky, | will give all
these lands to your descendants, and by your descendants all the nations of the
earth will bless themselves. ° All this is because Avraham heeded what | said and
did what I told him to do -he followed my mitzvot, my regulations and my teachings."
...and | abound your seed as the stars of the heavens

and give all these countries to your seed:

and in your seed

all the goyim of the earth bless themselves

because Abraham heard my voice

and guarded my guard,

my misvoth, my statutes and my torahs.

I will make your heirs as numerous as the stars of heaven, and assign to your heirs
all these lands, so that all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your
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Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

The Scriptures 1998

The Book of Genesis

heirs—inasmuch as Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge: My commandments,
My laws, and My teachings.”

I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars of the sky [See Genesis
15:5, 22:17.], and grant them all these lands. All the nations on earth shall be
blessed [See Genesis 12:3, 22:18.] through your descendants. All this is because
Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, My decrees,
and My laws.'

And | will make thy zera to multiply as the kokhavim of Shomayim, and will give unto
thy zera all these lands; and in thy zera shall kol Goyei Ha'Aretz be blessed;
Because Avraham obeyed My voice, and was shomer over My mishmeret (charge),
My mitzvot, My chukkot, and My torot.

“And | shall increase your seed like the stars of the heavens, and | shall give all
these lands to your seed. And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice and guarded My Charge: My
commands, My laws, and My Torot [Torot - plural of Torah, teaching].”

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

The Expanded Bible

NET Bible®

The GenevaBible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

And | will make your descendants to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and will
give to your posterity all these lands (kingdoms); and by your Offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, or by Him bless themselves, For Abraham listened
to and obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commands, My statutes, and My
laws.

| will -give you many descendants [-multiply your seed], as hard to count as the
stars in the sky, and | will give them all these lands. Through your -descendants
[‘seed] all the nations on the earth will be blessed [12:1-3]. | will do this because
your father Abraham -obeyed me [Histened to my voice]. He did what | said and
obeyed my -instructions [charge], my commands, my teachings, and my -rules
[instructions; laws]."

I will multiply your descendants so they will be as numerous as the stars in the sky,
and | will give them [tn Heb "your descendants."] all these lands. All the nations of
the earth will pronounce blessings on one another using the name of your
descendants [Traditionally the verb is taken as passive ("will be blessed") here, as
if Abraham's descendants were going to be a channel or source of blessing to the
nations. But the Hitpael is better understood here as reflexive/reciprocal, "will bless
[i.e., pronounce blessings on] themselves/one another" (see also Gen 22:18).
Elsewhere the Hitpael of the verb "to bless" is used with a reflexive/reciprocal sense
in Deut 29:18; Ps 72:17; Isa 65:16; Jer 4:2. Gen 12:2 predicts that Abram will be
held up as a paradigm of divine blessing and that people will use his name in their
blessing formulae. For examples of blessing formulae utilizing an individual as an
example of blessing see Gen 48:20 and Ruth 4:11. Earlier formulations of this
promise (see Gen 12:2; 18:18) use the Niphal stem. (See also Gen 28:14.)]. All this
will come to pass [The words "All this will come to pass" are not in the Hebrew text,
but are supplied for stylistic reasons.] because Abraham obeyed me [Heb "listened
to my voice."] and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws."
Because that Abraham [He commends Abrahams obedience, because Isaac should
be even more ready to follow the same: for as God made this promise of his free
mercy, so does the confirmation of it proceed from the same fountain.] obeyed my
voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.

...and | will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and will give unto thy
seed all these countries; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed; because that Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My
commandments, My statutes, and My laws. Isaac was not to move down into
Egypt, because the entire land of Canaan, including the land of the Philistines, was



Genesis Chapter 26

The Pulpit Commentary

The Voice

60

included in the blessing of Jehovah, and was eventually to be the possession of the
descendants of Isaac, as the Lord had promised to Abraham with an oath, Genesis
22:16. But in addition to these temporal blessings, the descendants of Isaac
according to the promise should also become the bearers of the Messianic hope,
according to which all nations of the earth were to be blessed in that one Seed, in
the Messiah. All this was a reward for the obedience of faith which Abraham had
shown in keeping the charge of God, the special commission entrusted to him, His
commandments or express orders, His statutes, certain prescriptions to cover
specific cases, and His Law, the great doctrine of moral obligations as it applies to
all men.

And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, (Genesis 15:1-6) and
will give unto your seed all these countries (i.e. the territories occupied by the
Canaanitish tribes); and in your seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed (cf.
Genesis 12:3 Genesis 22:18) Because that Abraham obeyed (literally, hearkened
to) my voice (a general description of the patriarch"s obedience, which the next
clause further particularizes), and kept my charge, custodierit custodiam (Calvin);
observed my observances (Kalisch); the charge being that which is intended to be
kept my commandments, i.e. particular injunctions, specific enactments, express
oroccasional orders (cf. 2Chronicles 35:16) my statutes, or permanent ordinances,
such as the Passover; literally, that which is graven on tables or monuments
(compare Exodus 12:14) and my laws which refer to the great doctrines of moral
obligation. The three terms express the contents of the Divine observances which
Abraham observed.

I will make your children and their children's children as numerous as the stars in
the sky. One day I will give them all of these lands. Through your descendants all
the peoples of the earth will discover true blessing [Acts 3:25], because Abraham
obeyed My voice, stayed loyal to Me, and kept My commands, statutes, and
teachings [Genesis 22:16-18].

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version

Context Group Version

English Standard Version

Green’s Literal Translation

H. C. Leupold

And increase will | your seed as the stars of the heavens, and give will | to your
seed all these lands. And blessed, in your seed, are all the nations of the earth,
inasmuch as hearken did Abraham, your father, to My voice and kept My charge,
My instructions. My statutes, and My laws.

And | will multiply your seed as the stars of the skies {or heavens}, and will give to
your seed all these lands. And in your seed shall all the nations of the land {or earth}
be esteemed, because Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes, and my laws.

I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all
these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my
statutes, and my laws."

And | will increase your seed like the stars of the heavens, and | will give to your
seed all these lands. And all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves in your
Seed, because Abraham listened to My voice and heeded My charge, My
commands, My statutes, and My laws.

And Yahweh appeared to him and said: Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land
| tell thee of; sojourn in this land and | will be with thee and | will bless thee. For to
thee and to thy descendants do | give all these lands. And | will fulfill my oath which
| swore to Abraham, thy Father, and | will multiply thy descendants as the stars of
the heavens, and | will give to thy descendants all these lands, and all the nations
of the earth shall bless themselves in thy seed; because that Abraham hearkened
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to my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.
Vv. 2-3 are included for context.

I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all
these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My
statutes, and My laws."

Young's Updated LT

The gist of this verse: God promises Isaac the same thing that He promises Abraham: to multiply his
descendants as the stars of heaven and to give them this land. All the nations of

the earth would be blessed by them because Abraham obeyed God in all things.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)

Genesis 26:4a

Common English Meanings

and, even, then; namely; when;

Notes/Morphology

simple waw conjunction

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though BDB #251
to make [do] much; to multiply,
rabah (han) [pronounced © mcre.ase; O GE mgch; L7 1% person singular, Strong’s #7235
much; to have much; to make S
raw®-VAWH] i C L Hiphil perfect BDB #915
great; many [as a Hiphil infinitive
construct]
‘éth (xn) [pronounced untranslated generally; mghcates Lot Fhe. Strong's #853
. following substantive is a
ayth] occasionally to, toward ; i BDB #84
direct object
zera“ (ray) [pronounced i a seed, a sowing; an offspring, mav?/ictﬁ“&ee sélgdguéz:ggr?un Strong’s #2233
ZEH-rahg] progeny, descendant; posterity P BDB #282

masculine singular suffix

kaph or k® (2)

like, as, just as; according to,

preposition of
comparison,

No Strong’s #

[pronounced k°] after; about, approximately resemblance or BDB #453
approximation
star; figuratively, it is used of
kéwkab (3132) Messiah, brothers, youth, ,
[pronounced koh- numerous progeny, masculine plural noun StrngBS#i%%%
KAWEV] personification, God’s
omniscience
heaven, heavens, skies; the
shamayim (wn'n) visible heavens, as in as abode
[ ronouncey d shaw-MAH- of the stars or as the visible masculine dual noun Strong’s #8064
P universe, the sky, atmosphere, : with the definite article BDB #1029

yim]

etc.; Heaven (as the abode of
God)

Translation: | have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens...

God is renewing His promises which He originally made to Abraham. This suggests that, at the time of this
narrative, Abraham is dead; which is one of the events of the previous chapter. Therefore, the mantle is passed
along to his son, Isaac.
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This verse brings into question the timing of this chapter. You may recall that we had a couple of assumptions
that we made in Genesis 26:1, If Abraham has died, then Isaac is at least 75 years old (Isaac is born when
Abraham is 100; if Abraham dies at age 175, then Isaac is 75 at the time of Abraham’s death). That makes Esau
and Jacob at least 15 years old—which is old enough to where if, Isaac and Rebekah presented themselves as
brother and sister, that they would play along with it. That would mean that all of this takes place at least 75 years
later than the time when Abraham came into the land.

Making this assumption, which appears to be in keeping with the text of v. 3, returned Genesis 25 and 26 back
to chronological order. The estimations that these events in Gerar take place 70-90 years after Abraham in Gerar
allow everything to make sense and to remain in chronological order.

So far, v. 3 reads: | have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens... Again, we have the phrase that God
would bless the descendants of Abraham and Isaac as the stars in the heavens. We would expect God to know
the number of stars that there are but it is interesting that Isaac probably understood that God was referring to
millions upon millions of descendants. Before this phrase was in conjunction with the sand of the sea and here
it stands alone.

Furthermore, other nations would receive blessing due to their interaction with the seed of Isaac. This has two
meanings: the primary one is that the seed of Isaac is Jesus Christ, through Whom all peoples of the earth will
be blessed. Secondarily, the Jews will bear witness of Y°howah, the God of the Universe, and the peoples of the
earth will look to them for spiritual guidance.

Application: This has become standard in this world. Each generation passes along the spiritual blessings and
the spiritual responsibility to the next generation. Here in the United States, we have been given a ton of wonderful
blessings from God; but there is the possibility that the generations in the wings lack both the number of believers
and the number of mature believers to move the United States forward. Given all of the things which our nation
faces today, there is every indication that we may suffer great personal and national disasters.

Application: When our schools were founded, they were primarily designed to teach people the Bible and to raise
up missionaries. Over a long period of time, the state has taken over most of these institutions; or secular forces
have taken them over, and have removed as much of the Bible and Christian thought out of the schools as is
humanly possible. As a result, we have a very limited number of people growing spiritually in this land; and that
suggests great possible national devastation.

Application: Bear in mind, the United States, as long as there are a significant number of believers in the land,
it will be the focal point of a spiritual battle. The forces of Satan will look to remove, distort, and/or ridicule the
gospel of Jesus Christ. The very amendment intended to be use to preserve religious liberty has been used to
limit where Christianity can be found.

Application: In the previous chapter, | suggested that we are looking at a great war with Islam as this earth has
never seen before. War is one of the few things which takes people who are lackadaisical about their spiritual
lives and causes them to make some quick and difficult decisions about their relationship to God. As the saying
goes, there are no atheists in foxholes. This could change our entire nation, particularly if we are attacked as a
people rather than our military being attacked. So that there is no misunderstanding, | write this in the year 2013
and | do not have the gift of prophecy; this is essentially reading the tea leaves of current events, as it were. Our
spiritual condition is easy to ascertain; and the dangers that our nation faces is easy to ascertain. So, | have done
nothing more than extrapolate from those things the scenario | have suggested. Continued economic problems
seem quite likely, and a failure of government is also imminent, given how much our government overspends each
and every year (more than a trillion dollars).

| have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens... There are 3 different but related entities to which seed
here can refer: many times, it refers to Jesus Christ, the Seed of Abraham. However, it can also refer to the
Jewish race, which has proceeded from the line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Also, seed can refer to Abraham’s
spiritual seed—those who have believed in Jesus Christ, the Revealed Lord, the God Who Is. To Isaac, this
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promise is about those who are born to Jacob; but we are to understand this as all those who have believed in
Jesus Christ. We find this promise repeated throughout God’s relationship with Abraham: Genesis 13:16 15:5,

18 17:4-8 18:18 22:17

Stars can refer to the stars of heaven; but they can also refer to the angels which God created, a third of which

followed Satan.

Kelly has an interesting theory, which | am still contemplating: "Sojourn in this land, and I will be with
you and will bless you; for unto you and unto your seed | will give all these countries, and | will perform
the oath which | sware unto Abraham your father. And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars
of heaven." Not a word about the sand of the sea. He is as ever exclusively connected with what is
heavenly as far as the figure goes. In the case of Abraham appears the double figure: the children
were to be as the stars of the sky, but also as the sands of the sea. Isaac has the peculiar place.
Abraham takes in both; as we know, he is connected with that which is heavenly, but also with what
is earthly. For Isaac we find the heavenly places, a relationship past resurrection as far as this could
be set forth in type.®" | am still pondering this idea; and not below, in v. 4b, we do have Isaac’s seed
being given all these lands.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

w® (or v®) (1.0or 1)

Genesis 26:4b

Common English Meanings

and, even, then; namely; when;

Notes/Morphology

simple waw conjunction

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though BDB #251
nathan (an)) [pronounced :to give, to grant, to place, to put,; 1% person singular, Qal Strong's #5414
naw-THAHN] fo set; to make perfect BDB #678

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational

No Strong’s #

preposition BDB #510
zera“ (ray) [pronounced i a seed, a sowing; an offspring, maviﬁtrj]“tr;]ee 82'2,9“;?;;?“” Strong’s #2233
ZEH-rahg] progeny, descendant; posterity masculine singFL)JIar Suffix BDB #282
‘éth (xn) [pronounced untranslated generally; follouicjr:caéﬁf)st?:r:tw: is a Strong's #853
ayth] occasionally to, toward d?rect object BDB #84
kél (5%) [pronounced the whole, all of, the entirety of, coT;fﬁgt"?jlngglsr a Strong’s #3605
kohl] all; can also be rendered any of definite article y BDB #481
AratSowiiuEIn) . feminine plural noun with Strong's #776
[pronounced uh-raw- lands, countries the definite article BDB #75
TSOHTH]
pronoun/demonstrative
’a lural adjective (for Strong’s #411
el (x?) [pronounced ale] i) Hiese mapsculine fand ferr(1inine BD% #41

nouns)

Translation: ...and | have given to your seed all these lands;...

5! From http://lwww.stempublishing.com/authors/kelly/10ldtest/genesis.html accessed August 1, 2015 (slightly edited).
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There seems to be a double-meaning to be taken from this. God has given to the descendants of Israel all of the
lands around Isaac; and God has also given all of these lands to Jesus Christ, Isaac’s Promised Seed.

Keil and Delitzsch: This plural refers to all the lands or territories of the different Canaanitish tribes,

mentioned in Genesis 15:19-21, like the different divisions of the kingdom of Israel or Judah in
1Chronicles 13:2; 2Chronicles 11:23.%

This is also known as the Palestinian Covenant. It is the land which God gives to the seed of Abraham.

The Palestinian Covenant (from Wenstrom)

The “Palestinian” covenant was a confirmation and enlargement of the original “Abrahamic” covenant and
amplified the land features of the “Abrahamic” covenant (Gen. 13:14-15; 15:18).

The “Palestinian” covenant was confirmed to Isaac (Gen. 26:3-4) and Jacob (Gen. 35:12), reiterated to Moses
(Ex. 6:2-8) who described the geographical boundaries of the land in Numbers 34:1-12 and who prophesied
the fulfillment of this covenant during the millennium in Deuteronomy 30:1-9.

The land grant under the “Palestinian” covenant: (1) Most of the land in Turkey (2) Most of East Africa (3) Saudi
Arabia (4) Yemen (5) Oman and Red Sea (6) Syria (7) Iraq (8) Jordan.

The land grant has boundaries on the Mediterranean, on Aegean Sea, on Euphrates River and the Nile River.

The Lord promises that this land would be given to Abraham and Isaac’s descendants and this promise was
fulfilled to a certain extent by Israel under Joshua (Josh. 21:43-45; cf. 13:1-7) and David and Solomon
(1Kings 4:20-25 Neh. 9:8).

The “Palestinian” covenant will have its literal and ultimate fulfillment during the millennial reign of Christ (Isaiah
11:11-12 Jer. 31-37 Ezek. 34:11-16 Hosea 1:10-11 Joel 3:17-21 Amos 9:11-15 Micah 4:6-7 ZEphesians
3:14-20 Zech. 8:4-8).

From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (pp. 393—-394); accessed July 24, 2015.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

At first, the land given to the Jews is the land of Canaan, also called the Land of Promise. This area is naturally
bound by the Mediterranean Sea to the west, the Jordan River and the Dead Sea to the east; the Negev in the
south, and the Lebanon Mountains to the north. Israel as a nation will begin with 2 million people, so they cannot
occupy and defend the complete land given them by God.

One question which has rattled around in my brain for awhile is, God often speaks of Canaan, but He does not
really say much about the land east of the Jordan (trans-Jordan). But, the first land that Israel will possess is
Transjordan. God needed to suddenly throw Israel into battle, in order for them to appreciate His promises and
protection. So, before officially entering into the land (as per the book of Joshua), the Jews suddenly found
themselves at war with the people of Transjordan (Num. 21), whom they defeated, as was God’s plan. So
important were these victories that they will be mentioned at least 10 times in subsequent passages of Scripture).
This gave them the confidence (in God) to move forward and to go into the land—even without Moses.

Application: In this life, as believers in Jesus Christ, we find that we cannot endure great testing right from the
beginning. We need to grow spiritually. As R. B. Thieme, Jr. used to say, we first face the charge of the mosquito;
and when we become confident that we can fend off the mosquito; then God allows us to face the charge of the
elephant.®

%2 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Genesis 26:1-5.
%3 Not a direct quote; but this is something that Bob said on many occasions.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

w® (or v°) (1.0r 1)

Genesis 26:4c

Common English Meanings

and; even; in particular, namely;
when, since, seeing, though; so,
then, therefore; or, but yet; who,

Notes/Morphology

simple waw conjunction

The Book of Genesis

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

[ el ek which; or; that, in that; with; also, s
in addition to, at the same time

[ rtt))r?cr)ich—:-??)éw- to bless onself, to invoke 3" person plural, Strong’s #1288

P RAHK?] happiness for ourselves Hithpael perfect BDB #138

b® (2) [pronounced b*

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,
upon; with, before, against; by

a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s #

s L BDB #88
means of; among; within
zera“ (ray) [pronounced i a seed, a sowing; an offspring, masgulme S|nndgular noun Strong’s #2233
. ) ; with the 2" person
ZEH-rahg] progeny, descendant, posterity . : . BDB #282
masculine singular suffix
Al (i ) masculine singular ,
kél (5%) [pronounced every, each, all of, all; any of, construct not followed by Strong’s #3605
kohl] any - . BDB #481
a definite article
gbéwyim (arn) Gentiles, [Gentile] nations, masculine plural Strong’s #1471
[pronounced goh-YIHM] people, peoples, nations construct BDB #156
earth (all or a portion thereof),
‘erets (X2y) [pronounced iland, territory, country, continent;: feminine singular noun Strong's #776
EH-rets] ground, soil; under the ground : with the definite article BDB #75

[Sheol]

Translation: ...furthermore [lit., and], all nations of the earth of blessed [themselves] by your seed.

God promises Abraham, “I will
bless those who bless you and
curse those who curse you.” This
tells us that all nations of the earth
will be blessed because of the
descendants of Isaac, as well as
from the Promised Seed of Isaac.

And @ will make tlﬁg
seed to ,multip[g as the
stars of heavéﬂ, and will
giv'e unto t}vg seed all

thcscéountries;-’aﬁ”ﬂd’ b4
thy seed shall all the
rations of the earth be

Genesis 26:4 (graphic); taken
from Forest Wander.com;
accessed August 3, 2015.

i f

J. Vernon McGee:
God says to Isaac,
"Don’t leave this land,
don’t go down to

(senesis 264

Egypt. | want to
confirm with you the
covenant which |

made with Abraham."”
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And He repeats the threefold promise: (1) the land - "I will give unto your seed all these countries”; (2) the nation
- " will make your seed to multiply as the stars of heaven"; (3) the blessing - "and in your seed will all the nations
of the earth be blessed.”

God is reiterating His promises made originally to Abraham. The Pulpit Commentary: And | will make
your seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, (Genesis 15:1—6) and will give unto your seed all these
countries (i.e. the territories occupied by the Canaanitish tribes); and in your seed will all the nations
of the earth be blessed (cf. Genesis 12:3 Genesis 22:18).%

Here are a few passages which deal with the Seed of Abraham.

The Seed of Abraham

1. God first promises to make Abraham’s name (reputation) great; and God tells him that he would be a
blessing to others. Genesis 12:1-3

2. However, later God spoke to Abraham again. Gen 12:7 And Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, To
your seed | will give this land. And there he built an altar unto Jehovah, who appeared to him. (VW) This
seed could be understood in two ways: the descendants of Abraham and the Lord Jesus Christ, a
descendant of Abraham.

3. There are times when God is clearly speaking of Abraham’s descendants: Gen. 13:14-16 And after Lot
had separated from him, Jehovah said to Abram: Lift up your eyes now and look from the place where
you are, northward, southward, eastward, and westward; for all the land which you see | give to you and
your seed in perpetuity. And | will make your seed as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could count
the dust of the earth, then your seed also could be numbered. See also Genesis 15:5 17:7-8.

4.  After Abraham offers up his son, in Genesis 22, God speaks of Abraham’s seed, but in two different ways.

1)  God said to Abraham: “In blessing | will bless you, and multiplying | will multiply your seed as the
stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore.” (Genesis 22:17a; VW, quotations
added) Do you understand that seed here refers to Abraham’s descendants, who would be
multiplied.

2)  But God then tells Abraham: “And your Seed shall possess the gate of His enemies. And in your
Seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis
22:17b-18; VW, quotations added). Notice how the Voice of the Wilderness capitalizes Seed here.
This is because this refers to the Lord Jesus Christ.

5. David will speak of the Messiah (= Seed of Abraham) in Psalm 72:17—-19: His name is eternal; His name
shall continue and increase before the sun; and men shall be blessed in Him; all nations shall call Him
blessed. Blessed is Jehovah God, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. And blessed is
His glorious name forever; let all the earth be filled with His glory! Amen and Amen. (VW)

6. Peter, speaking to the Jews, told them: “You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, And in your Seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
(VW, quotations added) This verse appears to allow for both interpretations—the descendants of
Abraham would be a blessing to all the families of the earth; and the Lord Jesus Christ, the Seed of
Abraham, is a blessing to all peoples of the earth.

7. Paul also begins his reasoning that all people would be blessed in Abraham: And the Scripture, foreseeing
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel before to Abraham, saying, In you all the
nations shall be blessed. (Galatians 3:8; VW)

8. However, the primary blessing to mankind is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Seed of Abraham: Now to
Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, And to seeds, as of many, but as of
one, And to your Seed, who is Christ. (Galatians 3:16; VW)

% From https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt (Genesis 26); accessed July 29, 2015 (slightly edited).

% The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis 6:4
(slightly edited).
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Abraham’s seed can be understood to refer (1) to the Jews, who are genetically related to Abraham; (2) to those
who have believed in Jesus Christ (his spiritual seed); and (3) to Jesus Christ.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

V. 4 reads: | have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens and | have given to your seed all these lands;
furthermore [lit., and], all nations of the earth of blessed [themselves] by your seed.

... Blessings fromthe Seed of Abraham

1. The primary blessing is Jesus Christ. He is known as the Seed of Abraham. All who believe in Jesus
Christ are saved, and there is no greater blessing than salvation, which is an everlasting relationship with
God.

2. There is blessing by association, which continues throughout time. When we are associated with the
seed of Abraham, we are blessed. The example in this chapter, the people of Gerar are blessed in their
association with Isaac (Abraham’s seed). Unfortunately, many of them will not appreciate the blessings
they receive, because their eyes are on Isaac. Now, even though this is not stated in the text, let me
suggest to you that most of the people of Gerar are blessed more than they had ever been blessed
before. They were seeing increases in their crops and cattle; but this did not matter to them, because
Isaac’s blessings were even greater.

3. Throughout history, people associated with Jews and associated with believers (both groups are the seed
of Abraham) will be blessed by this association.

4. We are blessed in time because the Jews have preserved the Word of God (one of the mandates given
to that people). Personally, | am blessed daily by the Scriptures which they have preserved.

Recall God’s first promise to Abraham: “And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you
I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." (Gen 12:2-3; ESV)

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Genesis 26:4 | have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens and | have given to your seed all these
lands; furthermore [lit., and], all nations of the earth of blessed [themselves] by your seed. (Kukis mostly literal
translation)

V. 4 reads: | have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens and | have given to your seed all these lands;
furthermore [lit., and], all nations of the earth of blessed [themselves] by your seed. Although this promise is
repeated, this is the first time that God gives this promise directly to Isaac.

This verse better indicates why God told Isaac to remain there. Isaac was dwelling in the promised land; the land
that God had given to Abraham and his descendants. Therefore, like Abraham, God wanted Isaac to observe
and see the land that was to be his forever. God did not give him Egypt.

There would be a time for the Jews to dwell in Egypt, but now it was a time for God to give this Messianic line
promises and for them to take a hold of these promises. When God promised to multiply the descendants of
Abraham and Isaac, He said he would do so in the Hiphil perfect tense which is the causative stem and God looks
upon this as a completed action. His reason for keeping Isaac in the land is that this is the land which God has
given to Abraham and Isaac's descendants.

| love the reference here to the stars of the heavens, because, in the ancient world, human viewpoint would
suggest that they knew of a few thousands stars at most. God making a promise that Abraham’s descendants
would number in the thousands is not that big of a deal. However, we have seen this put side-by-side promising
that Abraham’s descendants would be as the sand of the seas (and, according to many estimations, there are
more stars in the heavens than there are grains of sand of the seashore and deserts).


http://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/are-there-more-grains-of-sand-on-earth-or-stars-in-the-sk
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We understand that both of these figures of speech refer to a huge number, but not necessarily a one-to-one
correspondence. Abraham and Isaac understood this in the same way. This is known as hyperbole; and
hyperbole is found, from time to time, in the Bible. When God promised them that Abraham’s descendants would
be like the stars in the sky, Abraham and Isaac both understood that this was a huge number.

So far, this is what we have studied: Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was
in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines. And the LORD appeared
to him and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of which | shall tell you. Sojourn in this land, and
I will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring | will give all these lands, and | will establish
the oath that | swore to Abraham your father. | will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give
to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,... (Genesis
26:1-4; ESV)

Ron Snider on God’s Promises to Isaac

1. While Isaac was still in Canaan, before he went to Gerar, God spoke to him and reiterated the contents
of the covenant with Abraham.

2. The command was to stay in Canaan, and God promises personal and intimate relationship with Isaac,
as well as temporal prosperity.

3. He is told that the land belongs to him and his descendants by Divine design.

4. This matter is settled for God and is not up for debate, revision or reversal.

5 The promise of innumerable descendants is given, focusing on the more distant descendants, likened to
stars.

6. The term seed has to be evaluated each time it is used in order to determine which specific person,
group, or people is in view.

7. The seed likened to the stars of the heavens refers to the spiritual descendants through faith in Christ,
especially Church Age believers.

8. The next seed which is promised the real estate of Canaan refers to the physical descendants of Isaac,
the Jews.

9. Both believing and unbelieving Jews have possessed the land, and the same will be true in the

10. You did not have to be a believing Jew to fall under the real estate clause of this covenant.

11. The final seed can be none other than the Messiah, the greater son of Isaac, who will be the source of
blessing for the entire world.

12. People from every nation will bless themselves by establishing a relationship with the Son of God.

13. The concept of blessing themselves refers to their volitional choice to believe in Christ.

14. Isaac is told that all this will come to him through no activity on his part, but due to the application of
Abraham in time.

15. Like believers in Christ all the work was done for us, we bring nothing to the plan of God, but simply
prosper through grace.

Ron Snider, Genesis 26, accessed July 26, 2015 (slightly edited).
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What is coming up is a fairly difficult passage which is going to require some explanation.

Genesis 26:4-5 And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and will give to your seed
all these lands. And in your Seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice
and kept My charge, My commandments, My ordinances, and My Laws.”

Introductory Points on Genesis 26:5

1. The Mosaic Law has not been given yet. This will not come on the scene for another 500+ years.
2. There is nothing to indicate that we have a previously enumerated set of laws, statutes and
commandments from God. That is, there might be a clear set of moral standards which most of the Jews
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Introductory Points on Genesis 26:5

understood prior to receiving the Law of Moses; but there is no indication that God has already laid out

a system of laws to Abraham as He did for Moses. That would have been quite significant, and it is not

found in the Bible. What we do have in the Bible is God delineating His promises to Abraham.

Furthermore, Abraham appears to have recorded each and every meeting with God. How much sense

would it have made for him to forget that meeting where God lays down a whole system of laws?

A system of laws is imperative for a society or for a nation. In most organizations, there are bylaws which

the members are expected to adhere to.

Up to this point in time, there are several people spoken of favorably because of their behavior before

God:

1)  And Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he fathered Methuselah. And he fathered
sons and daughters. And all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. And
Enoch walked with God, and then he was not, for God took him. (Genesis 5:22-24; MKJV) We
are never given a specific set of behaviors or actions; but that Enoch was translated; he walked with
God while on earth and just continued this walk into heaven. What Enoch did that was good and
right is never specified; what he avoided that was sinful and wrong is never enumerated.

2)  Allflesh on earth was corrupted, with the exception of Noah and his family (Genesis 6). Noah did
all that God commanded him to do (Genesis 6:22 7:5, 9, 16, 23 Hebrews 11:7). Noah is also
called righteous, which means that he has trusted the Revealed God (Genesis 15:6). God then
establishes a covenant with Noah and gives him one law of retribution: a man guilty of murder must
be executed (this consequence had not been given before). Genesis 9:6—13

3) So we know some of the things which Noah did which were right (he obeyed God in building the
ark). However, we know nothing specific about Noah'’s behavior prior to the building of the ark.

4) In Noah'’s day, he was one of the few men who had not been corrupted by the fallen angels. See
Genesis 6 (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

5)  Many generations later, God began to give a series of commands to Abram. At first, his obedience
was partial; and then he learned to fully obey what God told him to do.

6) Given the information that we have about Noah, Enoch and Abraham, we may conclude that man,
generally speaking, at this point in time, had the ability to recognize good and evil, right and wrong;
and without having a specifically delineated list of commandments.

7)  Logically, knowing right from wrong is not a result of God laying out a clear set of laws to anyone,
as this does not appear to have been done until the time of Moses.

8) However, up to this point in time, men have a fairly clear and consistent set of moral standards,
which are passed down from Noah to his sons, then from his sons to their sons. Furthermore,
Noah’s sons are still alive during the time of Abraham.

Now, if Abraham is to obey God'’s voice, and to keep His charge, His commandments His statutes and

His laws, then there must be more going on here than mere obedience to what God says that has been

recorded.

Romans 2:14-15 reads: For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires,

they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law

is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse
or even excuse them... (ESV) The point Paul is making is, gentiles did not receive the Law of Moses, and
yet they do by nature what the law requires (that is, people have a concept of right and wrong in their
souls). They are therefore responsible to God for breaking His laws as well. Furthermore, we have briefly
studied several sets of laws which were in existence in various nations before God gave the Law to

Moses.

During the time of Abraham, there were nations all around him where laws were being developed for

organized and lawful societies. Man is not willy-nilly about this determination of laws. One society did

not make laws prohibiting murder and stealing while another society said that these things are good and

should be rewarded. These laws developed in a variety of societies were very similar in nature, as if God
has written the laws upon their hearts.

Having standards and holding to these standards are two very different things. You have no doubt

believed in Jesus Christ (otherwise, why would you be reading this?). But there was a time when you did
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not. Were you completely lawless at that time? You no doubt had ideas of right and wrong, and
sometimes you kept to these ideas and sometimes you violated your own concepts of right and wrong
(everyone has). | had a friend who had moved away from Christianity; and | tried to pin him down on
having some fundamental norms that he believed in, and he finally agreed that he believed that we should
treat all other men with dignity and respect. However, at the same time, he was carrying on an affair with
a married woman, so his respect and dignity for all mankind obviously did not include her husband. My
point being, no matter what our norms and standards are—even if they are very weak standards (such
as, treating every person you know with dignity and respect), we still violate them. Our violations,
however, do not mean that we are lawless. We have a law; we have standards. We just don’t always
keep to them.

It is when societies as a whole move away from such standards that there are problems. We have two
early examples in the Bible: the antediluvian population and Sodom and Gomorrah. Those societies had
become lawless.

In modern-day America, there are tremendous forces at work in our land to redefine the concepts of
morality, hatred, tolerance; changing traditional values dramatically. | know people who believe that, if
you think that traditional marriage is the right and proper thing, and if you believe that gay marriage is
unnatural, you are intolerant and hateful. Good organizations like Focus on the Family are referred to as
Christian bigots, Extremists and a Borderline Hate Group, and pro-bullying (really!).

However, back in the day, Abraham has a conscience and in that conscience were norms and standards
which he learned as a young boy, and he stayed within those norms and standards. The Bible includes
his failures along these lines as well.

Most of his norms and standards would be in line with God’s norms and standards; and his adherence
to these norms and standards was Abraham’s keeping God’s commandments, statutes and laws.
Furthermore, these norms and standards would be believed in and adhered to by many of the societies
of that day, because the sons of Noah were still alive, as were their sons and their sons’ sons. The fact
that they were alive and respected and that they brought up their own children with a certain sense of
morality, suggests that, throughout the world, at that time, there was a reasonably consistent standard
of right and wrong. This did go awry in some distinct societies (withess Sodom and Gomorrah); but there
were a lot of things which were clearly understood as right or wrong.

For the most part, societies tended to have fairly consistent morals and laws. 3 times, Abraham or Isaac
will move to different societies, and in all of these societies, the institution of marriage is respected.
Truthfulness is expected. In the final case, which we have not yet studied, it will become clear that the
King of Gerar (a Philistine area) will even recognize that God blesses his land because of Isaac.

But, bear in mind, all of this that we are studying is taking place while these elders are dying out—and
they are all dying out at once. The first four generations since the ark (Noah’s sons and the next 3
generations) will all die out during the lives of Isaac and Jacob. So, even though the people spread out
over the land, they would have ties with someone from those 4 generations which provided some moral
consistency.

Interestingly enough, the 4 or 5 generations which followed them had already died out. The first 4
generations out of the ark, after Noah, died out before the birth of Isaac or Jacob. So, during their lives,
all ties to those who exited the ark were broken.

A lot of this may help to explain the sort of ancestor worship which arose in the far east.

This also helps to explain why God is instituting a new program. We have a consistency of human
morality defined because there are 4 generations of men from the ark all alive during the time of
Abraham. However, they will all die out during the time of Isaac and Jacob. They, as the final human
arbiters of morality and human righteousness, will all die at about the same time, so God will have to step
in and establish a very specific set of laws, which we often call the Mosaic Law.
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Genesis 26:5a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
‘@égeb (vi7a) [pronounced £ & ETVEND) (O, O EEEEIT O & : : Strong’s #6118
AY-kehb] a consequence of, because, conjunction BDB #784
because that; that
‘asher (xwn) , . Strong's #834
[pronounced uh-SHER] that, which, when, who, whom relative pronoun BDB #81
Together, these mean because (that), as a consequence of [the fact] that.
to listen [intently], to hear, to
Sl () l/sten. S ELIET el ST GG 3" person masculine Strong's #8085
[pronounced shaw- upon, give heed to, take note of], sinqular. Qal perfect BDB #1033
MAHG] to hearken to, to be attentive to, gular, P
to listen and be cognizant of

The BDB Qal meanings for shama“ are 7a1) to hear (perceive by ear); 1a2) to hear of or concerning; 1a3) to
hear (have power to hear); 1a4) to hear with attention or interest, listen to; 1a5) to understand (language);
1a6) to hear (of judicial cases); 1a7) to listen, give heed; 1a7a) to consent, agree; 1a7b) to grant request;
1a8) to listen to, yield to; 1a9) to obey, be obedient.

’Ab°raham (xa1nn) father of a multitude, chief of a masculine sinaular Strona’s #85
[pronounced ahb"-raw- multitude, transliterated proper nougn BDgB 24
HAWM)] Abraham

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,

b® (2) [pronounced b* upon; with, before, against; by : a preposition of proximity N S &

means of; among; within BDE %88
qgbwl (%) [pronounced i sound, voice, noise; loud noise, ma\?v?tli]ll?hees;rsltguelfsronr?un Strong’s #6963
kohl] thundering P BDB #876

singular suffix

Translation: [This is] because Abraham listened to My voice...

God tells Isaac why these promises are true. First off, Abraham heard and obeyed the voice of God. The verb
to listen is the very common verb shadma’ (uny) [pronounced shaw-MAHG], which means, to listen [intently], to
hear, to listen and obey, [or, and act upon, give heed to, take note of], to hearken to, to be attentive to, to listen
and be cognizant of. Strong's #8085 BDB #1033. There is both the concept of hearing someone and obeying
them as well. We have followed Abraham throughout the Bible and have observed this.

Vv. 4-5a: | will continue to multiply your descendants as the stars in the heavens and will give all of these lands
to your descendants; furthermore, all nations of the earth cause themselves to be blessed by means of your
Descendant. This has been done in eternity past because your father Abraham listened to My voice... There is
a famine in the land, Isaac is about to take his family to Egypt to get away from this famine, and God speaks to
Isaac (apparently for the first time), telling him not to go to Egypt. There are blessing from God to come to
Abraham and Isaac and to all the nations because of their Seed. These blessings were conferred up the world
in eternity past because God was able to look down the corridors of time and see all that Abraham would do, as
a result of Abraham’s faithfulness to God. It all begins because Abraham listens (and obeys) God’s voice.
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The fact that Abraham heard God’s voice and obeyed Him is one of the most significant historic events in
human history. There were many kings of many great countries during the life of Abraham, but who is the most
renown individual from this time period? Abraham, a nomadic shepherd.

One of the greatest offerings made by any man is Abraham offering up his son Isaac to God. This offering
illustrated for us God the Father offering up God the Son in order to pay for our sins.

Various Commentators on, Abraham listening to the voice of God
Commentator Commentary

[Abraham listened to the voice of God] in all the great moments of his life, especially in the
last act of proceeding on the divine command to offer Isaac himself. Abraham, by the faith
which flows from the new birth, was united with the Lord, his shield and exceeding great
reward (Genesis 15:1) with God Almighty, who quickened and strengthened him to walk
Albert Barnes : before him and be perfect (Genesis 17:1). The Lord his righteousness works in him, and his
merit is reflected and reproduced in him (Genesis 22:16, 18). Hence, the Lord reminds Isaac
of the oath which he had heard at least fifty years before confirming the promise, and of the
declaration then made that this oath of confirmation was sworn because Abraham had obeyed
the voice of God.*®

The foundation of Isaac's blessings is not is own contributions/applications but rather is based
Jack on his father's positive volition as noted in: "because Abraham obeyed Me."..."Obeyed Me"
Ballinger is literally, "listened to My voice" or "heard my voice (shama to hear, followed by qol voice)."
This refers to the function of GAP with respect to Abraham.>

God says that He kept the covenant because of Abraham's obedience. Yet a close look at

David Guzik & A oham's life shows that his obedience wasn't complete or constant.*®
Matthew Abraham's obedience is here celebrated, to his honour; for by it he obtained a good report
Henry both with God and men.*®

Abraham listened to the promises of God and acted upon them, even though they were way off in the future.
He is our example in this way.
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Genesis 26:5b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
1 (e o) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive N SIS
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
shamar (vn)) to keep, to guard, to protect, to 3" person masculine Strong's #8104
[pronounced shaw-MAR] watch, to preserve singular, Qal imperfect BDB #1036

% Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:2-5 (slightly edited).
5" From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.

%8 David Guzik’s Commentary on the Old Testament; courtesy of e-sword; ©2006; Genesis 26:1-5.

%9 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:1-5.
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Genesis 26:5b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

custody, guard, watch; a
responsibility; an obligation; a
service; a keeping; an
observance; that which is
observed [a rite, a law]

mish®mereth (nwnan)
[pronounced mish®-
MEH-reth]

feminine singular noun
with the 1% person
singular suffix

Strong's #4931
BDB #1038

The complete meanings as given by BDB: guard, charge, function, obligation, service, watch, guard, watch,
house of detention or confinement; keeping, preserving; charge, injunction; office, function (ceremonial). Some
more updated translations might be: supervision, direction, management, delegated authority and commission,
holy orders, appointment, conferment, investiture. In the feminine, it can be a reference to that which is
watched (a charge, a responsibility, a commission); in the masculine, it is a reference to those who are doing
the watching (Genesis 40:3 41:10 Nehemiah 4:9).

This is the first time this word occurs in the Bible.

SO 0EL, [ETo e, feminine plural noun with
mits®vah (nxin) precept, that which is forbidden, the 1%t 2rson sinqular Strong’s #4687
[pronounced mits®-VAH)] constraint, proscription, P Suffix 9 BDB #3846
countermand
This is the first occurrence of this word in the Bible.
chuggah (nga) that which is established or femlnsltn & ALV GBI W'th Strong's #2708
[pronounced khoo- L . the 1 person masculine
defined; statute, ordinance, law , ) BDB #349
KAWH] singular suffix
This is the first occurrence of this word in Scripture.
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though P J BDB #251
instruction, doctrine; [human and feminine olural noun with
téwrah (o or vAN) divine] law, direction, the 1%t zrson sinqular Strong’s #8451 and
[pronounced TOH-rah] regulations, protocol; custom; P Suffix 9 #8452 BDB #435
transliterated Torah

This is the first occurrence of this word in Scripture.

It is unclear whether there is some significance beyond being plural in number for the plural form.

Translation: ...and he kept My charge, My commandments, My statues and My laws.”

Thisis an interesting statement to make—Abraham keeps His rites, His commandments, His statues and His laws.
The Mosaic Law had not yet been given, and we do not know exactly what all of these things are which Abraham
kept.

This is a very difficult verse (in my estimation), as these words are found used throughout Scripture, but primarily
in the books of Moses after (or while) the Mosaic Law is given. Most of these words can be associated with
various categories of the Mosaic Law. However, the difficulty is, what do these words mean to Isaac and to
Abraham, given at a time when there is no Mosaic Law? To answer this, | may spend a great deal of time in a
number of passages and drawing from the opinions of a great many commentators.
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Genesis 26:5 [This is] because Abraham listened to My voice and he kept My charge, My commandments, My
statues and My laws.” (Kukis mostly literal translation)

First thing is to see how this is parallel to another Genesis passage, and to see how the writer of Hebrew

interprets it.

The ESV; capitalized is used below.

Parallel and Related Passages to Genesis 26:2-5

Gen 22:15-18

And the angel of the LORD
called to Abraham a second
time from heaven and said,
"By Myself | have sworn,
declares the LORD, because
you have done this and have
not withheld your son, your
only son, | will surely bless
you, and | will surely multiply
your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that
is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the
gate of his enemies, and in
your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth be
blessed, because you have
obeyed My voice."

Chapter Outline

Gen 26:2-5

And the LORD appeared to him
and said, "Do not go down to
Egypt; dwell in the land of which |
shall tell you. Sojourn in this land,
and | will be with you and will bless
you, for to you and to your offspring
| will give all these lands, and | will
establish the oath that | swore to
Abraham your father. | will multiply
your offspring as the stars of
heaven and will give to your
offspring all these lands. And in
your offspring all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed, because
Abraham obeyed My voice and
kept My <charge, My
commandments, My statutes, and
My laws."

At the end of this passage, we have somewhat of a problem.

Heb 6:13-18

For when God made a promise to
Abraham, since he had no one greater
by whom to swear, he swore by himself,
saying, "Surely | will bless you and
multiply you." And thus Abraham, having
patiently waited, obtained the promise.
For people swear by something greater
than themselves, and in all their disputes
an oath is final for confirmation. So
when God desired to show more
convincingly to the heirs of the promise
the unchangeable character of his
purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath,
so that by two unchangeable things, in
which it is impossible for God to lie, we
who have fled for refuge might have
strong encouragement to hold fast to the
hope set before us.

Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Genesis 26:4-5 reads: | have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens and | have given to your seed
all these lands; furthermore [lit., and], all nations of the earth of blessed [themselves] by your seed. [This is]
because Abraham listened to My voice and he kept My charge, My commandments, My statues and My laws.”
This is quite a remarkable verse located in the Bible and during a place in time that we would not expect.

Questions about Genesis 26:4-5: What does it means for Abraham to keep God’s
charge, commandments, statutes and laws

1. What do these words mean? How should we understand My charge, My commandments, My statues

and My laws.

2. These words clearly have meaning after the Law of Moses is given; but what do they mean prior to the
giving of the Mosaic Law?
3. How does this apply to Abraham? How did he keep Gods charge, God’s commandments, God’s statutes

and God’s laws?

4. God says these things to Isaac; so, does this mean that Isaac understands what these words all mean?
It seems logical that he would.
5.  Since Abraham, his father is referenced, then these words would have meant something to him as well.
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I am going to endeavor to answer these questions; | don’t know what kind of luck | will have. | have struggled
with this passage for several years now.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

2Kings 17:37 graphic from Biblepic.com, accessed April 23,

2014. This is a passage from 2Kings which focuses on these And the statutes, and the
words and how they relate to the Law of Moses. £

, , , ordinances, and the law,
Verses in the Bible are not thrown it at random. We have 4
words here, at least 3 of which are generally associated with
the Law of Moses; and they all show up, all of a sudden, out
of nowhere, in this one verse in Genesis. Only one of these
words shows up again in Genesis (in the next verse); which
word also occurs once in Job. Apart from that, none of these
words are found prior to the giving of the Mosaic Law. Let’s
look at the words which are found here:

"I}{ ﬁpg;o_ﬂmmandment,

God blessing Abraham went hand-in-hand with Abraham’s
spiritual growth. When God originally made His promises to
Abraham, when he was still in Ur of the Chaldees, you may
recall that Abraham did not completely and fully follow God’s
commands. He did not go as far west as he was supposed to,
and he was supposed to separate from his family, and he
would not do that either. God still made promises to Abraham
and God still intended to keep those promises.

When we believe in Jesus Christ, we receive salvation forever on the basis of grace alone (Ephesians 2:8-9
Titus 3:5). However, as we continue in life, we either grow spiritually or we don’t; which means that God blesses
us or He does not. We do receive some blessings in life simply from having believed in Him; but there are also
blessings which are commensurate with spiritual growth. This was illustrated with Abraham, who became a very
wealthy man.®® But this is even illustrated more by his fellowship with God, which increased around the time that
Isaac was conceived, and included a meal with our Lord.

One possible explanation is, this verse suggests that we only have a small fraction of God's speaking to Abraham.
These are the exact phrases which are used in conjunction with the Mosaic Law, still to come, indicating that there
was a set of laws and ordinances, certainly not as thorough as the Mosaic Law, which Abraham was under. | have
placed the and's where they belong, which means that we are dealing with Abraham obeying God's voice and then
this is enumerated by the things which Abraham kept.

Kept is the Hebrew word shamar (wn1) [pronounced shaw-MAR] and it originally meant to hedge about, as with
thorns, in order to guard or protect an area. It means to keep, to watch, to guard, to preserve. The imperfect
tense is for continuous action; Abraham continued to keep God's charge, commandments, statutes and
ordinances. This word is found hundreds of times throughout the Old Testament and it is generally translated to
keep, to observe. Strong's #8104 BDB #1036.

What Abraham kept follows: mish®mereth (nwnan) [pronounced mish®-MEH-reth] is a watch, a sentry post, the
act of guarding. Here, someone has been entrusted with a responsibility and they have protected and guarded
that responsibility or that sentry post. It is often used in conjunction with the tabernacle (Num. 3:28 18:4,5 31:30,
47 etc.) and in conjunction with the ark of the covenant (Num. 3:31) or of Israel (Num. 3:38 1Chronicles 23:32).
So God gave a responsibility to Abraham; He stationed him at a sentry post and Abraham guarded and kept watch

€ This does not mean that they only blessing from God is material wealth.
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over that responsibility. Strong's #4931 BDB #1038. | would guess what Abraham is guarding is the Word of
God, which was handed down from generation to generation.

Mits®vah (nxin) [pronounced mits®-VAH)] is a commandment or a mandate given by God or man. It is almost
always translated by the English word commandments. Therefore, God gave Abraham some commandments,
some mandates which must be obeyed and Abraham did. Strong’s #4687 BDB #846.

Chuqqéh (npn) [pronounced khoo-KAWH)] is a statute, it is something prescribed and it is most commonly
associated with rituals, symbolic rites, sacrifices and feasts (see Exodus 12:14 13:10 27:21 28:23 Leviticus 3:17
etc.). We have seen Abraham in several instances erect an altar and offer a sacrifice upon that altar. This is an
example of him guarding or keeping God's ordinances. Strong's #2708 BDB #349.

Almost all of us are familiar with the word téwrah (vrhn or van) [pronounced TOH-rah]; and it means direction,
instruction, law. This word is almost invariably translated /law and, in Leviticus, it is associated with a detailed
prescription for burnt offerings, as in Leviticus 6:9, 14, 25 7:1,7, 11 etc.). This is the only place where this word
is found in Genesis; we do not see it again until Exodus 12:49 and 13:9. It seems to imply the idea of written,
transcribed or transmitted information. However, | do not see it here as something which was necessarily written
down beyond what we find in Genesis. There was likely an oral tradition of morality and animal sacrifice which
was more more detailed than what was recorded and and much less detailed than the Mosaic Law.
Strong’s #8451 and #8452 BDB #435.

In fact, this phrase is one that we would associate with the Mosaic Law. However, there is no manuscript evidence
or indication that this may be an insertion insofar as | am aware of. This would imply, a reasonably so, that
Abraham had a set of laws, precepts, ordinances, sacrifices, etc. which God had taught him over the years. These
were certainly far less detailed than what we find in the Mosaic law, and very likely not even written down but this
would make more sense than to expect that Abraham, by accident, just happened to follow many of God's laws
and precepts. Since so little of his life is actually recorded, we only have a taste of this in his many stops to
sacrifice to God.

We must recall where we are. We are a dozen or so generations out from the flood. Those who were in the ark
have now passed away, but Noah taught his sons for 120 years and they have passed this information on as they
learned it from their father Noah. To discern man's understanding of theological precepts, we need only look to
the book of Job. What we have seen so far in Genesis is limited insofar as theology goes, although we have seen
the seed for almost every major doctrine of Scripture planted up to this point in time in the book of Genesis.
However, it is my contention that the concepts of the book of Job existed at this time; that is, aat least, the ideas
and understanding of matters theological as presented in Job were understood by the world's populace at this
time. The reason why it is likely that the concepts of book of Job is around at this time is that we see no complex
system of sacrifice; there is no mention of Israel or any of the patriarchs; and there is no mention of the Law in
the book of Job. Job himself probably lived somewhere between the time of Jacob to the time of the Exodus. The
point that | am making is that if Job and his friends understood that much theology, then it is likely that the
Patriarchs had an equivalent understanding of God.

Genesis 26:4-5 | have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens and | have given to your seed all these
lands; furthermore [lit., and], all nations of the earth of blessed [themselves] by your seed. [This is] because
Abraham listened to My voice and he kept My charge, My commandments, My statues and My laws.” (Kukis
mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:4-5 | will continue to multiply your descendants as the stars in the heavens and will give all of these
lands to your descendants; furthermore, all nations of the earth cause themselves to be blessed by means of your
Descendant. This has been done in eternity past because your father Abraham listened to My voice and kept My
ritual observations, My commands, My statutes and My laws.” (Kukis paraphrase)
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Genesis 26:4-5 And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and will give to your seed all
these lands. And in your Seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My Laws.”

This is a fascinating passage, as God would give to Moses a plethora of laws and regulations 500+ years
hence—not Abraham. Abraham certainly followed God’s instructions. When God told him to go west; when God
told him to walk through the land; when God told him to offer up his son, Abraham obeyed God (tentatively and
incompletely at first; but completely later on). So, in this way, Abraham obeyed God’s voice and kept His charge.

God, in speaking to Isaac, said: “| have multiplied your seed as the stars of the heavens and | have given to your
seed all these lands; furthermore [lit., and], all nations of the earth of blessed [themselves] by your seed. [This
is] because Abraham listened to My voice and he kept My charge, My commandments, My statues and My laws.”
Therefore, even though we are reading most of these specific words for the very first time in the Bible, they have
to mean something to Isaac and they have to have meant something to Abraham. There has to be more here than
“Abraham listened to what | said, and so, He did what | told him to do.”

The applicable verb here is shamar (vn1) [pronounced shaw-MAR], which means, to keep, to guard, to protect,
to watch, to preserve. Strong's #8104 BDB #1036. Let me suggest that Abraham did more than keep these
things of God—Abraham guarded them, he watched over them and he preserved them. Let me suggest to you
that there were moral laws in place, not necessarily given in Scripture; but some of which can be unearthed both
in Genesis and in the book of Job, as these men did have an understanding of God’s standards in the world.
These are standards of right and wrong which we pass along to our children.

Remember that Adam ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; and this could be translated the Tree of
the Knowledge of Right and Wrong. Apart from eating the fruit of this tree, there was nothing which Adam or the
woman could do that was wrong. However, after eating from it, then there were a myriad of things which they
thought of to do that were wrong, as did their sons and their sons’ sons.

In the time of Abraham, there was a uniqueness to life: that, for a time, nearly every person who had been born
since the Great Flood was still alive. Even though God had caused man to split up, while Abraham was alive, his
progenitors Shem, Arpachshad, Shelah, Eber, Peleg, Reu, Serug, Nahor, and Terah were all alive as well, and,
almost all at once, one set of generations

died out; and before Jacob dies, all the
patriarchs will be gone. But most
importantly, Shem (the son of Noah) and
his son, grandson, and great grandson
were all still alive, all dying out about the
same time as Abraham does.

Chart of the Ages of the Patriarchs
comes from Church Ages.com, accessed
February 3, 2013. You will note that from
Shem on down, all of Abraham’s
ancestors are alive when Abraham is
alive. The first four generations out from
the ark do not die out until after Isaac is
born.

Also, during the life of Abraham and
before, many kingdoms had been
established, and there were laws
established in those kingdoms. In fact, it
appeared as though there was an attempt
in these kingdoms of codify the concept
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of right and wrong in each kingdom. You may recall that we
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acknowledged ancient law codes back in Genesis 17 (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). Where did these codes come
from? They have many similar concepts. Let me suggest that God told Noah more than simply, Whoever sheds
man's blood, his blood will be shed by man, for God made man in His image (Genesis 9:6; HCSB). And let me
suggest that there is more in the souls concerning right and wrong of mankind during this time period, in part
because even Shem is still alive (and his brothers), who lived prior to the flood and during the flood. So he would
have had a very well-defined sense of right and wrong which he no doubt passed down to his sons and grandsons;
and you will note that those in the line of Abraham—Arphaxad, Salah and Eber—are all still alive. All of them
would have the moral sensibilities of their forefather, Shem, and this would give a solid foundation to human
morality in that time period; as well as a solid foundation in the correct worship of the Creator God.

This would suggest that the first four generations from the ark of the 3 lines of the human race, because they are
all still alive, that their influence being made upon their many ancestors. However, they will die out—almost all
at once—and there will be a loss of consistency when it comes to morality in the human race. But that will not take
place until the time of Jacob.

If there is any question as to what is right and what is wrong, anyone could appeal right back all the way through
9 sets of ancestors, to those who were on the ark. Having all of these men alive at the same time made the
concepts of right and wrong reasonably consistent.

| should also point out that, in the Mosaic Law, there are consequences clearly outlined, for those who break the
criminal laws which are listed. This is given to Israel and not to Abraham because Israel was a nation, and
Abraham was the head of a compound of a few hundred people. The state is to mete out punishment for criminal
behavior. This is not something which is to be decided by a group of individuals who are mad about what
someone has done. The Bible does not condone vigilante behavior.

Furthermore, human behavior in small groups and small villages is different than human behavior in larger groups
and in cities. In small towns, there is often very little by way of violent crime. In large cities, violent crime can
envelop such a city. So, when Israel becomes a nation, have a more complex set of laws will be more appropriate.

Therefore, when God assembled a nation to represent Him, He then gave that nation laws, laws which are
appropriately enforced by a national entity. Those laws have legal consequences. Those laws are also
appropriate to the time and place and culture of that day. These laws are appropriate to a national entity, but not
to a tribal compound (as Abraham or Isaac presides over). However, many of the concepts of right and wrong
were understood by the people to whom these laws were given. In other words, when God told the people of
Israel, “Do not steal” or “Do not murder;” this was not brand new information which took everyone by surprise.
No one said, “You don’t want us to steal? When did that happen?” Everyone has an internal concept of morality.

| recall stealing some toys from my best friend when | was 5 or 6. | knew it was wrong and | hid the toys that |
stole because | knew it was wrong. This was, in fact, one of the first things which | did that | knew was
unquestionably wrong, and it is why this incident has stayed with me, nearly 60 years later. | have no idea if
anyone told me the importance of the concept do not steal; but | fully understood that concept when | stole from
Eric. | did not need anyone to tell me that after the fact about how wrong | was.

Furthermore, during the time of Abraham, there were external social controls as well, concerning that which is right
and wrong. Nearly all of the ancestors are alive, going back to the ark. This provides a consistency of morality.

The United States is an excellent example of a changing morality. When | was younger, there was no question
about homosexual acts being wrong; and no community would have tolerated an overt homosexual as a teacher
of children. Today, homosexuality is accepted (and those who do not accept it are written off as bigoted and
hateful); and there is a lot more out-of-wedlock sexual behavior occurring, between a variety of genders. And,
because of homosexual marriage, it seems like the most fundamental right to liberals and the gay community is
the one of getting a cake baked for a homosexual wedding.
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Essentially, we have made up our own morality, which is not anchored to anything except to the lusts of a
particular political constituency. In the time of Abraham, this was much more difficult to do. There was a
consistency which spanned many generations because many of these generations were all alive at the same time.

And this is the oddest thing that, in a nation of 70-80% who believe in God (and probably 50-70% of our
population is Christian) how is it possible for a majority of people (according to the polls) to favor gay marriage?
That indicates that a huge number of churches are simply not teaching the Word of God. People are out there
making up their own morality, being confused the cosmic thinking.

Anyway, even though God will, 500 years hence, give the children of Abraham a set of laws, none of these laws
are going to be a surprise to them. They may have disobeyed these laws in the past, but their conscience also
bore witness against their own actions. They understood, for instance, the sanctity of marriage; and do not commit
adultery was not some idea out of the blue. In fact, these times when Abraham and Isaac have moved into
another culture, it is clear that the prohibition of adultery is fully understood by these other cultures.

Therefore, whether there is a set of laws designed for a particular area or not, it is clear that there is some
fundamental agreement on what is right and what is wrong among the peoples of Canaan, Aram and Egypt (quite
obviously, there were some areas, like Sodom, where immorality was rampant).

This might be helpful if you see how other commentators have dealt with these words as applied to Abraham.
Commentators on, My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws

Commentator Commentary

Abraham...kept the charge of God, the special commission he had given him; his
commandments, his express or occasional orders; his statutes, his stated prescriptions,
graven on stone; his laws, the great doctrines of moral obligation. This is that unreserved
obedience which flows from a living faith, and withstands the temptations of the flesh.®’

Albert Barnes

"Obeyed Me" is literally, "listened to My voice" or "heard my voice (shama to hear, followed
by qol voice)." This refers to the function of GAP with respect to Abraham. Next in the listing
is "kept by charge" or "kept my requirements (vb. shamar followed by mishmeret; next use
Jack Ballinger : isinconnection with the requirement to observe Passover; Ex. 12:6)." "My commandments”
(mitswah cognate of vb. tswah to command/order) stresses the authority aspect of the divine
directives. "My statutes"” (choq) emphasizes the parameters within a specific regulation.
Number five is "My laws" emphasizing the legal aspect (torah).®?

The word for "obey" is the Hebrew word shamar, meaning to keep, to guard, to observe, or
to exercise great care over something. The word for keeping or obeying is related to the
word "charge.” "Commandments"” basically means mandates; "statutes" are the specific
stipulations contained within God's mandates. We can speak of the mandates of Scripture:
the prohibitions and the positive commands as the law of God in a generic sense. These are
specific mandates that relate to His righteousness. The last word is the word "law." This isn't
the Mosaic law, that hasn't been given yet, but it relates to any command of God. The word
torah has the basic meaning of instruction, and has the idea of being on target. Torah has
to with God's instruction on how to hit the bull's eye. When you sin you aren't anywhere near
the target. There's no in between when it comes to the Scripture.®

Robert Dean

61 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:2—5.
%2 From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
% From http://[phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen120.htm accessed July 26, 2015.
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Commentators on, My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws

Commentator

Scott Grant

Commentary

In Abraham, the Lord found an obedient covenant partner: He ‘kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes and my laws.” This terminology foreshadows the Mosaic Law
(Deuteronomy 11:1). It appears that the Lord wrote his laws on Abraham’s heart long before
he ever wrote them on stone and scroll. As such, Abraham was a precursor to the
participants of the new covenant, who have God’s law written on their hearts
(Hebrews 8:10).%

Matthew
Henry

A great variety of words is here used to express the divine will, to which Abraham was
obedient (my voice, my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws), which may
intimate that Abraham's obedience was universal; he obeyed the original laws of nature, the
revealed laws of divine worship, particularly that of circumcision, and all the extraordinary
precepts God gave him, as that of quitting his country, and that (which some think is more
especially referred to) of the offering up of his son, which Isaac himself had reason enough
to remember.%

Keil and
Delitzsch

“to take care of Jehovah's care,” i.e., to observe Jehovah, His persons, and His will,
Mishmereth, reverence, observance, care, is more closely defined by ‘commandments,
statutes, laws, "to denote constant obedience to all the revelations and instructions of God.%®

Leopold

Abraham conscientiously did all that God asked, the various forms of divine commandments
are enumerated; sometimes, of course, a divine word would fall under several of these
categories. They are a "charge" or "observance" if they are to be observed mishméreth from
shamar, ("observe"). They are "commandments” (mitswoéth) when regarded from the angle
of having been divinely commanded. They are "statutes” (chuqqdéth) when thought of as
immutable, and "laws" (toréth) insofar as they involve divine instruction or teaching. Under
these headings would come the "commandment" to leave home ( ch. 12), the "statute" of
circumcision, the instruction to sacrifice Isaac, or to do any other particular thing such as
(15:8) to sacrifice, or (13:17, 18) to walk through the land, as well as all other individual acts
as they are implied in his attitude toward Yahweh, his faithful God. By the use of these terms
Moses, who purposes to use them all very frequently in his later books, indicates that "laws,
commandments, charges, and statutes” are nothing new but were involved already in
patriarchal religion.®”

The Net Bible

My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws. The language of this verse is
clearly interpretive, for Abraham did not have all these laws. The terms are legal
designations for sections of the Mosaic law and presuppose the existence of the law. Some
Rabbinic views actually conclude that Abraham had fulfilled the whole law before it was given
(see m. Qiddushin 4:14). Some scholars argue that this story could only have been written
after the law was given (C. Westermann, Genesis, 2:424-25). But the simplest explanation
is that the narrator (traditionally taken to be Moses the Lawgiver) elaborated on the simple
report of Abraham's obedience by using terms with which the Israelites were familiar. In this
way he depicts Abraham as the model of obedience to God's commands, whose example
Israel should follow.%®

% From http://lwww.pbc.org/system/message_files/99650/4866.pdf accessed August 2, 2015.
8 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:1-5.

% Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Genesis 26:1-5.

" From http://www.ccel.org/ccel/lleupold/genesis.xxviii.html accessed July 31, 2015.

% From http://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen26.htm accessed March 3, 2013.
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Commentators on, My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws

Commentator

The Pulpit
Commentary

Commentary

Because that Abraham obeyed (literally, hearkened to) My voice (a general description of the
patriarch"s obedience, which the next clause further particularizes), and kept My charge,
custodierit custodiam (Calvin); observed My observances (Kalisch); (the charge being that
which is intended to be) kept My commandments, i.e. particular injunctions, specific
enactments, express or occasional orders (cf. 2Chronicles 35:16) My statutes, or permanent
ordinances, such as the Passover; literally, that which is graven on tables or monuments
(compare Exodus 12:14) and My laws (which refer to the great doctrines of moral obligation).
The three terms express the contents of the Divine observances which Abraham observed.®®

Ron Snider

The three terms which follow each stress some aspect of the plan of
God, with which Abraham complied.
a. Commandments stress the specific things which Abraham was told, like leave
Ur, and separate from your family.
b. Statutes stress that which is fixed or definite and refers both to the laws of divine
establishment, as well as the established rituals.
C. Laws govern overt behavior and delineate that which is acceptable with God,
how one goes about life, one’s modus operandi.”

William
Wenstrom, Jr.

The Lord’s statement that “Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments,
My statutes and My laws” summarizes Abraham’s obedience and indicates that his
obedience was comprehensive and thorough. “Charge” is the noun mishmereth (nwnin)
(mish-meh-reth), which describes duties or obligations impressed upon Abraham by the
Lord. “Commandments” is the noun mitswah (nyin) (mits-vaw), which refers to “specific
orders or commandments” given to Abraham by the Lord such as when the Lord
commanded Abraham to leave Ur and Haran (Genesis 12:1-3; Hebrews 11:8). “Statutes”
is the noun chuqqah (njzn) (khook-kaw), which designates a “divine ordinance” such as
circumcision (Genesis 17:9-14) or to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22:1-2). “Laws” is the noun
torah (vrhn or v3n) (to-raw), which signifies divine teachings or instructions.”

I will investigate this further; but this might be as much as you need to see.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

J. Vernon McGee: At this point God had not yet given the Mosaic Law; Abraham was not under the
Mosaic system. However, the important thing is that, when God told Abraham something, he believed
God and acted upon it. He demonstrated his faith by action. We have too many folk today who
complain of a lack of reality in their Christian lives. A lady came in to talk to me some time ago who
said that she believed but that she just couldn't be sure and that she didn't feel anything. Such
uncertainty! | didn't have to talk to her long to find out that there was no action in her life. She was just
sitting in the corner, twiddling her thumbs, saying, "I believe,” and then expecting some great
something to take place. That just doesn't happen. When you believe God, you act upon His promises.
If you would call me right now to tell me that there is a certain amount of money in a bank in downtown
Los Angeles and that you have put it in there for me and | should go down to get it, do you think |
would just sit right here the rest of the day? My friend, if you know me, you would know that by the
time you hung up the telephone | would have my hat on my head and I'd be going down there. Faith

% The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis 26:5

(slightly edited).

0 Ron Snider, Genesis 26, accessed July 26, 2015 (slightly edited).
" From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 395) accessed July 24, 2015.
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is what you act on. Faith is something that you step out on. Abraham believed God, and God counted
it to him for righteousness. God is now telling Isaac that He wants him to be that same kind of man.”

Genesis 26:4-5 “And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and | will give to your seed
all these lands. And in your Seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice
and he kept My charge, My commandments, My ordinances, and My Laws.”

Preface: The Bible has 4 different words which are very similar; and all of these words are found early on in the
book of Genesis (although some of these words occur only in this particular verse). This is an attempt
to draw some distinctions between these words.

When God is speaking to Isaac, and He says these words to him:

Genesis 26:4-5 “And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and | will give to your seed
all these lands. And in your Seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice
and he kept My charge, My commandments, My ordinances, and My Laws.”

This is a very odd place in the Bible to find these particular words. We generally associate them with the Mosaic
Law. However, God will not give the Law to Moses for another 500 years, and yet here, we are told that Abraham
obeyed God’s voice and kept God’s charge, as well as His commandments, statutes and laws. Which laws,
commandments, and statutes are we talking about and what do these various terms mean?

First of all, Abraham has obeyed God’s voice. God told him to come to Canaan and he did (not completely the
way God told him to, but that was many years ago). After that, when God told Abraham to do something, he did
it. Abraham did not live a perfect life, but we are given a short bio of his nephew Lot to compare to.

The second verb found here is the Qal imperfect of shamar (vn1) [pronounced shaw-MAR], which means to keep,
to guard, to protect, to watch, to preserve. Strong's #8104 BDB #1036. We more or less understand this in
relationship with Moses and with the people of Israel—the Law of God was kept, guarded, protected, preserved
and taught from generation to generation. We ought to understand roughly the same thing with Abraham, except
that he did not pass this along to a nation as we think of one, but to his wife, his children and to the people who
were slaves to him or who worked for him. We do not have, however, a list of specific laws and commandments
which God gave to him and which Abraham preserved, other than the promises which God made to him.

Therefore, let’s first see what Abraham was actually responsible for, according to the Word of God:

Ballinger: Vv. 2-5 represents the first reiteration of the covenant promises to Abraham's son.”™

| found it interesting that God did not sit down with Abraham at one point in time, give him all of the promises,
and then let Abraham take over from there. There are several reasons for this: (1) doctrine is built upon
doctrine; (2) repetition is important to the spiritual life; (3) God gave Abraham enough to apply, and then let
Abraham apply it; and (4) God is not a deist. That is, God does not set everything in motion, and then walk
away from it, letting us fend for ourselves with what He left us. God is intimately and regularly a part of
Abraham'’s life; therefore, we will expect God to contact Abraham regularly.

You will notice that God’s message to Abraham becomes more complex with time.

The reason that we are looking at these all at once is so that we can see just what things God told Abraham.
What follows is every recorded word of God to Abraham.

2 From https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt (Genesis 26); accessed July 29, 2015.
3 From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
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with Abraham

Commentary

Abraham is in Charan (or Haran), which is about 1700 miles northwest of Ur of the Chaldees. Uris Abraham’s
likely birthplace, which is not far from the Persian Gulf. God is telling Abraham to move a few hundred miles

to the southwest into the Land of Promise.

Now Yahweh said to Abram, "Get out of your country,
and away from your relatives, and away from your
father's house, to the land that | will show you. | will
make of you a great nation. | will bless you, and make
your name great. You will be a blessing. | will bless
those who bless you, and | will curse him who curses
you. In you will all of the families of the earth be
blessed." (Genesis 12:1-3).

God first tells Abram that he must move—that is a
command. Then God promises that He will make a
great nation from Abram and bless him and make
him famous. Furthermore, Abram would be a
blessing to others. Then God promises to bless
those who bless Abram and curse those who curse
him. Finally, God promises that in Abram all the
families of the earth would be blessed (which is a
promise of Messiah).

As we have studied, God first spoke these words to Abraham when he was in Ur of the Chaldees (Acts 7:2-3).
Abraham half-obeyed God. He moved west, but he stopped at Charan; and he brought much of his family with
him. Abraham was not quite up to complete obedience until his father, Terah, died in Charan (Genesis 11:32).
It appears that God came to Abraham again, while he was in Charan, and spoke these words to him a second
time (Genesis 12:1-3). Or, Abraham called these words to mind. Abraham then almost completely obeys God,

except that he will take his nephew Lot with him.

Abraham enters into the Land of Promise.

Abram passed through the land to the site of Shechem,
at the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in
the land. But the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "I
will give this land to your offspring [= seed]." So he built
an altar there to the LORD Who had appeared to him.
From there he moved on to the hill country east of Bethel
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on
the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and
worshiped Him (Genesis 12:6-8).

God first tells Abram that He will give his seed
(Seed) the land in which he stands. Abram goes into
Canaan and God tells him that this will be the land
of his offspring.

These are all promises from God to Abram; and
Abram has preserved them. He preserved them
and taught them to his wife and eventually to his son
Isaac. Apparently Rebekah, his wife, will be aware
of these promises; and they both taught them to
their sons, Jacob and Esau.

God waits for Abram to first separate from Lot, which he

chooses to do from his own volition.

Yahweh said to Abram, after Lot was separated from
him, "Now, lift up your eyes, and look from the place
where you are, northward and southward and eastward
and westward, for all the land which you see, | will give
to you, and to your offspring [= seed] forever. | will make
your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if a man
can number the dust of the earth, then your seed may
also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land in the
length of it and in the breadth of it; for | will give it to
you." (Genesis 13:14-17).

God then promises Abram a huge chunk of land,
which would be as far as Abram could see in all
directions. Furthermore, those who have been
descended from Abram will be like the dust of the
earth (i.e., an old and childless Abram would have
millions of descendants). Therefore, God has
expanded upon His promises from Genesis 12.

Then God tells Abram to wander throughout the
land which He has given him—a commandment
which Abraham obeyed (and which he preserved in
the book of Genesis).
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Scripture

Commentary

For the next passage, Abram has just enjoyed a tremendous military victory and he has met with the great High
Priest, Melchizedek, Who is a type of Christ. There is a chance that Abram was given the Holy Scriptures at
this point as well (the first 10—12 chapters of Genesis; and perhaps the book of Job). Or what Abraham had
and what Melchizedek gave him made up together the first portion of Genesis and the entire book of Job.

After these things [the rescue of Lot and the great
military victory] the word of Yahweh came to Abram in a
vision, saying, "Don't be afraid, Abram. | am your shield
[and] your exceedingly great reward." (Genesis 15:1)

God explains to Abram what He is to him. God is
Abram’s shield, as was proven in the previous
chapter when Abram and his men defeated a great
army and literally changed world history in that
battle. Furthermore, God is Abram’s great reward.

Abram said, "Lord Yahweh, what will you give me,
seeing | go childless, and he who will inherit my estate is
Eliezer of Damascus?" Abram said, "Behold, to me you
have given no seed: and, behold, one born in my house
is my heir." (Genesis 15:2-3)

However, rather than show gratefulness, Abram
starts out by complaining that he is childless and
that his heir will be someone to whom he is not even
related.

Behold, the word of Yahweh came to him, saying, "This
man will not be your heir, but he who will come forth out
of your own body will be your heir." Yahweh brought him
outside, and said, "Now look toward the sky, and count
the stars, if you are able to count them." (Genesis
15:4-5a)

God makes it clear that Abram’s heir will come
directly from him. Then God repeats His promise,
that Abram will have billions of descendants (using
stars this time as an illustration).

He said to Abram, "So will your seed be." He [had]
believed in Yahweh; and He [God] imputed it to him
[Abram] for righteousness. (Genesis 15:5b—6)

Abram’s faith is counted to him as righteousness.
Abram had believed in God back when he was in Ur.
That was when God imputed righteousness to
Abram. Here, God speaks, and Abram believes
Him; that is righteousness imputed to Abramin time.
You will note that, even in time, God does all the
work, God makes all of the provisions, and Abram is
allowed to take from that—and it is considered
righteousness to Abram. Abram is the model for all
believers in this.

He said to him, "l am Yahweh who brought you out of Ur
of the Chaldees, to give you this land to inherit it."
(Genesis 15:7)

God then repeats the promise that Abram would
inherit all of the land upon which he stands.

He said, "Lord Yahweh, how will | know that | will inherit
it?" He said to him, "Take me a heifer three years old, a
female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a
turtle-dove, and a young pigeon." (Genesis 15:8-9).

What God is doing here is making a covenant with
Abraham. This is how Abraham knows that God will
keep His promises.
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Scripture

He took him all these, and divided them in the middle,
and laid each half opposite the other; but he didn't divide
the birds. The birds of prey came down on the
carcasses, and Abram drove them away (Genesis
15:10-11).

Commentary

God illustrates what will happen in the future. The
land will be given to the Jews, and various groups
will continually try to take this land away from them,
and God, through the Jews, will continually have to
drive them away. The birds of prey are the heathen
nation; and Abram symbolizes God here.

God is not dealing with Abram’s unbelief, at this
point, but the unbelief of the generations which will
follow him.

When the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on
Abram. Now terror and great darkness fell on him. He
[God] said to Abram, "Know for sure that your seed will
live as foreigners in a land that is not theirs, and will
serve them. They will afflict them four hundred years. |
will also judge that nation, whom they will serve.
Afterward they will come out with great substance.
(Genesis 15:12—14).

Then God prophesies to Abram what would happen
to his descendants over the next 400+ years.
Again, God is not as concerned with Abram’s lack of
faith as He is with the generations which will follow
him.

God tells Abram what the future will be for his seed.

But you will go to your fathers in peace. You will be
buried in a good old age. In the fourth generation they
will come here again, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not
yet full." (Genesis 15:15-16).

Much of the Bible is prophetic, and this information
would stay with Abraham and his son Isaac and his
son Jacob. And because Abraham keeps, guards
and preserves these words, they are known to the
children of Israel over the next 400+ years.

The Jewish slaves in Egypt will call out to this God
of Abram for their deliverance. This means they had
to know about Abram and about his God. This is
indicates that Abram preserved God’s commands
and ordinances.

It came to pass that, when the sun went down, and it
was dark, behold, a smoking furnace, and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. (Genesis 15:17).

The smoking furnace and the flaming torch are ways
that the Preincarnate Christ and God the Father
revealed Themselves to Abram. These things
represent judgment, and God’s judgment will always
be a part of His relationship to mankind.

In that day Yahweh made a covenant with Abram,
saying, "To your seed have | given this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates: the
Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites,
the Girgashites, and the Jebusites." (Genesis 15:18-21).

God becomes very specific about the land which He
is giving to Abram and to his descendants: the land
which lies between the Nile (the River of Egypt) and
the Euphrates River. This would include a small
portion of modern Egypt, along with all of Jordan,
Israel, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Yemen and most of Iraq.
Right now, Israel occupies approximately 0.2% of
the Middle East; God is giving to them
approximately half of the Middle East (this is
because most of the Arabs who occupy this land
today will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire).

Unfortunately, at the urging of his wife, Abram will misapply this doctrine in Genesis 16 and he will father a child

by Sarai’s personal servant girl, Hagar.
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Scripture

Commentary

God appears again to Abram to straighten him out about who his true heir will be. God comes to Abram at a
time when he is 99 and his bastard son Ishmael is about 13 years old.

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, Yahweh
appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I am God
Almighty. Walk before Me, and be complete [spiritually
mature]. | make My covenant between Me and you, and
I will multiply you exceedingly." Genesis 17:1-2).

God tells Abram to walk as a mature believer before
Him. God tells Abram to pay close attention to what
He says.

Over this period of time, Abraham has reached a
point where God can command him to be spiritually
mature.

Abram fell on his face. God talked with him, saying, "As
for Me, behold, My covenant is with you. You will be the
father of a many nations. Neither will your name any
more be called Abram, but your name will be Abraham;
for the father of a multitude of nations have | made you.
(Genesis 17:3-5).

What had not been promised before is, Abram
would be a father of many nations.

God changes Abram’s name from Abram (exalted
father) to Abraham (father of a multitude).

I will make you exceeding fruitful, and | will make nations
of you. Kings will come out of you. | will establish My
covenant between Me and you and your seed after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant,
to be a God to you and to your seed after you. | will give
to you, and to your seed after you, the land where you
are traveling, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession. | will be their God." (Genesis 17:6-8).

God promises dried up old Abraham that he would
be made exceedingly fruitful.

Flnally, all of the land through which Abraham is
walking, would be given to him and to his seed. ‘I
will be their God” indicates that this does not go to
everyone descended from Abraham but specifically
to those who have a relationship with God.

God said to Abraham, "As for you, you will keep My
covenant, you and your seed after you throughout their
generations. This is My covenant, which you will keep,
between me and you and your seed after you. Every
male among you will be circumcised. You will be
circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin. It will be a
token of a covenant between me and you. (Genesis
17:9-11).

Abraham has seemed to forget what God has
promised him, from time to time, so God is going to
make certain that he remembers this time.

Circumcision is hidden from others, but the male
who is circumcised is aware of it. Every time a male
urinates, he is reminded of his circumcision.

As we have studied, circumcision represents the
new life; taking that which was dead and making it
alive once again (specifically, this is a reference to
Abraham’s sexual potency, which represents life
where there was once death).

He who is eight days old will be circumcised among you,
every male throughout your generations, he who is born
in the house, or bought with money of any foreigner who
is not of your seed. He who is born in your house, and
he who is bought with your money, must be
circumcised.” (Genesis 17:12-13).

Spiritually, this refers to being born again. The
circumcision speaks of being born into a new life
(the concept of being born again did not begin with
Jesus speaking to Nicodemus in John 3).

The idea is, the relationship between Abraham and
God—which is founded upon new life—was to be
passed down to all his descendants.




87

The Book of Genesis
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Scripture

[God continues speaking to Moses]: “My covenant will be
in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. The
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh
of his foreskin, that soul will be cut off from his people.
He has broken my covenant." (Genesis 17:14)

Commentary

Note here that there are some commands, and with
these commands are consequences. The person
descended from Abraham who is not circumcised
was to be cut off from Abraham’s seed, because he
has broken God’s covenant with Abraham. The idea
is, the lack of circumcision represents a lack of this
new life.

God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you will
not call her name Sarai, but her name will be Sarah. |
will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by her.
Yes, | will bless her, and she will be a mother of nations.
Kings of peoples will come from her." (Genesis
17:15-16)

As has been discussed, there have been some cults
out there that make a big deal out of changing a
person’s name when they enter into the cult. When
names are changed in the Bible, generally speaking,
God is doing the name change Himself.

Then Abraham fell on his face, and laughed, and said in
his heart, "Will a child be born to him who is one hundred
years old? Will Sarah, who is ninety years old, give
birth?" (Genesis 15:17)

Abraham has the objection that, what God is
suggesting is simply impossible. They are simply
too old to have children. However, this is the key to
circumcision; which represents this new life being
given to Abraham.

Abraham said to God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before
you!" (Genesis 15:18)

Furthermore, in Abraham’s eyes, fathering a child by
Sarah is unnecessary, because he already has a
son, Ishmael (and Abraham clearly loved Ishmael).

God said, "No, but Sarah, your wife, will bear you a son.
You will call his name Isaac. | will establish My covenant
with him for an everlasting covenant for his seed after
him. As for Ishmael, | have heard you. Listen, | have
blessed him, and | will make him fruitful, and | will
multiply him exceedingly. He will become the father of
twelve princes, and | will make him a great nation. But
my covenant | establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear
to you at this set time in the next year." When He
finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham
(Genesis 17:19-22).

Ishmael is not going to be Abraham’s heir. Recall
that, he will be a wild ass of a man, indicating that
he has no authority orientation. Furthermore, his
descendants will be evil. God is able to know this.

It is amazing that this holds true, even until today.
If you were given the choice of living in some Middle
Eastern nation, you would choose Israel. In fact,
Israel is so different from every other nation in that
region that, you may not have even associated them
with the phrase Middle Eastern nation.

Now, how does God know, 4000 years ago, that Abraham’s son Ishmael was not the family to watch, but
Abraham’s yet unborn son Isaac was the man to watch? God knew this 4000 years ago, and the results are

clear for us to see, even today.

The rest of Genesis 17 is a narrative about Abraham circumcising those in his encampment.

God appears to Abraham once again:

Y°howah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he
sat in the tent door in the heat of the day. He lifted up
his eyes and looked, and saw that three men stood
opposite him. (Genesis 18:1-2a).

The 3 men represent the Trinity, even though only
one of them is the Revealed God.
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When he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent
door, and bowed himself to the earth, and said, "My
Lord, if now | have found grace in Your sight, please
don't go away from Your servant. Now let a little water
be fetched, wash your feet, and rest yourselves under
the tree. | will get a morsel of bread so you can refresh
your heart. After that You may go your way, now that
You have come to Your servant." (Genesis 18:2b—5a).

Commentary

You will note that this time, Abraham immediately
recognizes Y°howah God. The meal is a picture of
fellowship. Abraham was excited and happy to see
God. With Abraham’s continued spiritual growth,
spending time with his LORD became more and
more a time of pleasure and enjoyment.

They said, "Very well, do as you have said." (Genesis
18:5b).

Because of the dispensation in which we live, and
what has gone before, we enjoy fellowship with all 3
members of the Trinity.

Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah, and said,
"Quickly make ready three measures of fine meal, knead
it, and make cakes." (Genesis 18:6)

Abraham involves his wife in this fellowship with
God. God has promised Abraham that he would
father a uniquely-born son through her.

Abraham ran to the herd, and fetched a tender and good
calf, and gave it to the servant. He hurried to dress it.
He took butter, milk, and the calf which he had dressed,
and set it before them. He stood by them under the tree,
and they ate. (Genesis 18:7-8)

Abraham organizes a large meal, and everything is
made from scratch. He does not offer up leftovers,
as Lot will appear to do in Genesis 19.

They said to him, "Where is Sarah, your wife?” He said,
"See, in the tent." He said, "l will certainly return to you
when the season comes round. Behold, Sarah your wife
will have a son." Sarah heard in the tent door, which was
behind him. (Genesis 18:9-10)

The Revealed Member of the Trinity for the first time
puts a rough date on the birth of their promised child
and tells Abraham that it is Sarah who will have his
child (which God told Abraham before).

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in
age. It had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of
women. Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After |
have grown old will | have pleasure, my lord being old
also?" (Genesis 18:11-12)

The writer of Genesis makes certain that we know
that Abraham and Sarah are past the age of having
sexual relations; and Sarah is past the age of
bearing children.

Because God designed all the rules of biology, He
can modify and overrule them if He so chooses to.

Yahweh said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying,
'Will | really bear a child, yet | am old?' Is anything too
hard for Yahweh? At the set time | will return to you,
when the season comes round, and Sarah will have a
son." Then Sarah denied, saying, "l did not laugh," for
she was afraid." He said, "No, but you did laugh."
(Genesis 18:13-15)

In order to parallel and foreshadow the birth of
Jesus, this birth needs to be miraculous. God asks
Abraham if there is anything too difficult for Him to
do.

| doubt that there is any race or family of people which now resides in the land which they originally lived in.
Abraham, as a Jew, moved to the Land of Promise, and God gave him that land. And the Jews are still there
today, 4000 years later, despite the absolute insane hatred which is felt by most of those who live around them.

The reason that we reviewed these promises, is so that we can have a list of everything which God told
Abraham that Abraham recorded (prior to the birth of Isaac). These are all the things which God spoke to

Abraham, insofar as we are aware.
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| have left out Genesis 18:17—33, where God uses Abraham in order to establish the concept of a pivot; and
where Abraham steps in as an intercessory between God and Sodom.

I have left out the interchange between God and Abraham, when Sarah, having given birth to Isaac, wanted
Hagar and Ishmael out of her house. God told Abraham that was okay, and Abraham obeyed Him. Genesis

21:9-13

I have left out God telling Abraham to offer up his uniquely-born son, Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14). However, after
Abraham offered up his uniquely-born son, God said this:

And the Angel of Y°howah called to Abraham a
second time from heaven and said, "By Myself | have
sworn, declares Y®howah, because you have done this
and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will
surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that
is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess
the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all

This is what God said to Abraham after he showed
himself to be willing to offer up his son.

We see an interaction between increased obedience
and increased blessing (your descendants will
possess the gate of their enemies is a new blessing).

the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed My voice." (Genesis 22:15-18)

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Genesis 26:4-5 [God is speaking to Isaac, Abraham’s son] “And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of
the heavens, and | will give to your seed all these lands. And in your Seed will all the nations of the earth be
blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My ordinances, and
My Laws.”

The word translated obeyed is the Qal perfect of shama‘ (wny) [pronounced shaw-MAHG], which means to listen,
listen intently, to listen and obey, to listen and act upon, to listen and give heed to, to hearken to, to be attentive
to, listen and take heed to, listen and take note of, listen and be cognizant of. Strong's #8085 BDB #1033. The
word for voice simply means voice. God spoke to Abraham and Abraham listened. The things which God said
to Abraham are all recorded above.

Also, the word here for listen is actually stronger than that, indicating that Abraham heard and acted upon what
God said to him. God made many promises to Abraham and Abraham listened and believed those promises; and
because he had believed God, righteousness was imputed to him (Genesis 15:6).

The second thing which Abraham did was the Qal imperfect of shadmar (vna) [pronounced shaw-MAR] which
means fo keep, to guard, to watch [over], to preserve. Strong's #8104 BDB #1036. What Abraham did was,
preserve those things which God told him; he kept those things. We know what God said to Abraham 4000 years
later because he preserved those words. We do not know exactly how he preserved them. It is my guess that
Abraham repeated these things on many occasions to Isaac who passed them along to Jacob. We have no idea
at exactly what point in time these things were actually written down, but it was likely before Moses. However, it
is my contention that man, near the time of the flood, had a much better memory than man does today. He was
both physically and mentally superior to man today. Therefore, hearing and memorizing the first 12-50 chapters
of Genesis was much easier for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to do than it would be for us to do.

This is why we first studied the things which God said to Abraham. Abraham preserved these words; these words
of God would have included God’s charge, His commandments, His ordinances and His laws for Abraham at that
point in time.

Now, specifically, God said that Abraham “...kept My charge, My commandments, My ordinances, and My
Laws.”
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Therefore, apart from whatever norms and standards were written on the heart of Abraham, we have those actual
words from God which Abraham was to preserve.

These specific words are not used and differentiated when God spoke to Abraham. God did not say, “Now, this
would be a list of My commandments; and tomorrow, | will give you a list of my statutes.” He just gave the words
recorded above; and then God tells this to Isaac, who has surely received all of these commands and promises
of the covenant from his father Abraham. Therefore, in this way, Abraham has guarded and preserved this
covenant. Furthermore, Abraham recorded and kept a report of all the things which resulted from his interaction
with God. He recorded what God said, and he recorded what he did as a result.

These words of God would have been preserved because Abraham taught them to Isaac.

The book of Job (HTML) (PDF) reveals to us how men with positive volition thought about God’s charge,
commandments and ordinances. We hear Job’s opinion and the opinions of his 3 friends as they discuss suffering
and moral issues. Job would have lived a few generations prior to Abraham,” so he and his friends are good
gauges as to what man knew and believed in that era. We might consider them messengers from the age of the
gentile patriarchs (that is, sons of Shem, Ham or Japheth prior to Abraham).

Before going any further in our study of the meaning of the words charge, commandments, ordinances and laws,
we also need to notice something which is unique about the time of Abraham. His ancestor Shem, who lived on
earth before the flood, was still alive. So were
Shem’s son, grandson and great grandson in the
line of Abraham.

The Patriarch Overlap Chart is from SHEM 11401 '
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relatives actually lived when God judged the
earth with the flood. God definitely spoke to
Noah, Shem’s father. So, even though it is 9
generations later, the wisdom of Shem and the
next 3 generations following him essentially
provided the concepts of right and wrong all the
way down to the time of Abraham. It would have
been difficult to argue about matters being right
or wrong, as these elders were still alive and
could be consulted at any point in time.

" When Job lived exactly is certainly debatable.
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This does not mean that there are not cities and areas which are out of control, morally speaking. Sodom is an
example of this—which city God destroyed.

Genesis 26:4-5 “And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and | will give to your seed
all these lands. And in your Seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice
and kept My charge, My commandments, My ordinances, and My Laws.”

At what point does these words make sense to mankind? When God spoke these words to Isaac, did Isaac
understand them? If so, | see several general options here: that God had given out a set of laws, only spoken of
in part in Genesis 9, but with a great deal of specificity. This would suggest that there was a great deal of
revelation given by God—likely to Noah and to his sons—which they did not bother to write down (except for the
one command of Genesis 9). God, through His interaction with mankind, said what was right and wrong. | see
this option as highly unlikely.

Another option is, Adam and the woman came with a very nearly perfect concept of right and wrong, after eating
from the fruit of the tree (it is this tree that gave them this knowledge). And the first thing that they realized is, they
were naked. They would have passed these norms and standards along to their children and grandchildren; but
even with Cain and Abel, there was a problem: Cain killed Abel. Perhaps many of these laws were so self-evident
to Adam and the woman that it never occurred to them to tell their children, “Do not kill each other.” Furthermore,
no person had ever died up to that time. So they may not have even realized that people could actually be killed.

Concerning the idea of this concept of right and wrong being in their souls from the beginning, these concepts
would no doubt be distorted by the sin nature.

If you examine any of the age charts of the patriarchs which preceded Abraham, you will notice that most of their
lives overlapped the life of Abraham, but that they all died out during Isaac’s life.” And about the time that God
began speaking to Abraham and guiding him was about the time that those in the flood and their sons and sons’
sons began to die off. So, there was this great wisdom—this knowledge of right and wrong—to come from Noah
and his sons—all of whom lived before the flood. However, there came a point where all of the ancestors began
to die out, almost all at once. Therefore, God took a new approach, coming first to Abraham and then to his son
and grandson—and eventually speaking to Moses and to nation Israel, all of whom came from the loins of
Abraham.

Application: When it comes to children, and then to their children, this would have been a different matter.
Although we develop some limited concept of right and wrong, much of this comes from our parents and much
of it comes from our environment. We can see great generational shifts occur before our very eyes, with children
doing things which we find unimaginable. Our youth can be incredibly affected by what they are taught in school,
something which many interest groups have discovered. For the 2012 election, some polling indicated that same-
sex marriage and gay rights was the #1 issue among the youth. You would think that any young person with half
a brain would realize that the economy and the debt of the nation should be most important political issue to them,
as they would inherit that debt and possibly have their lives destroyed by it, but it was not. Now, you may wonder,
where does that come from? One of the strongest political forces in the United States today is the various groups
of the LGBT (Lesbian Gay Bi-sexual Transgendered), who, despite being perhaps 3% of the U.S. population have
a political strategy and fight constantly to put their message into the schools.

Application: Political groups have found the youth to be a great fertile ground for recruitment, as we have seen
with the Nazi and Communist youth; with the liberal appeals in schools, and in this example, the gay agenda
movement in the schools and media’®. This combined with a positive gay message in television and movies (even
though the presentation of various gay characters was often very inaccurate) changed the thinking of a generation.

7S Because of one missing person in this chart, these men may have mostly died during Abraham'’s lifetime.

8 One of the brilliant political moves of the gay movement was to go after both the Disney name and enterprise as well as after
the youth in schools.
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They have managed to take something which has been understood to be sin and confusion for generations, and
have turned it into a moral positive.

Application: The global warming crisis was sold to children in schools. For over a decade, Al Gore’s film, An
Inconvenient Truth, was shown in classrooms across the world, and a generation of children were brought up
believing global warming to be a worldwide crisis which only government, with a huge infusion of money, could
solve (they could help by recycling and driving the right kind of cars). And Al Gore, like many others, appealed
to the arrogance of children (“There are some things about our world that you know that older people don't
know™). What Al Gore does not do is travel throughout the country and debate this issue (a “debate” video
has been released).

My point here is, Adam and the woman were physically mature when they partook of the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil; but their children were born like all other children, just with superior intellects and bodies. They
had to receive their teaching from somewhere—which would suggest Adam and the woman, as well as from the
Revealed Lord.

It ought to be noted, however, that experiments have been done to show that children, before they can speak,
have moral sensibilities. They have concepts of right and wrong, even in infancy.

So, somehow, Abraham knew and kept God’'s commands. “l have multiplied your seed as the stars of the
heavens and | have given to your seed all these lands; furthermore [lit., and], all nations of the earth of blessed
[themselves] by your seed. [This is] because Abraham listened to My voice and he kept My charge, My
commandments, My statues and My laws.” Abraham had an internal guidance system; he had the teaching of
his parents; he had the teaching of the patriarchs, going all the way back to the ark.

Finally, Abraham spoke one-on-one with God. These things taken together made Abraham’s understanding of
and preservation of God’s charge, commandments, statutes and laws.

Taken from Laws, Commandments, Ordinances and Statutes (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

The Shortened Doctrine of Laws, Commandments, Ordinances and Statutes

1. This entire topic comes from: Genesis 26:4-5 [God is speaking to Isaac, Abraham’s son] “And | will make
your seed to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and | will give to your seed all these lands. And in your
Seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My
charge, My commandments, My ordinances, and My Laws.” The problem is, we do not associate
these words with Abraham, but with the giving of the Law to Moses. What we will attempt to do is to
determine what these various words means and then associate them with Abraham.

2. God spoke to Abraham and Abraham heard what God had to say and he obeyed God’s voice. He did
not obey God fully at first (he was supposed to leave his family and go all the way to Canaan, but he took
his family and moved about %" of the way there. However, after a few years, Abraham believed God
and obeyed Him fully in what God required of Abraham.

3. Secondly, Abraham kept God’s charge, commandments, ordinances and laws. To keep is the Qal
imperfect of shamar (vna) [pronounced shaw-MAR] which means to keep, to guard, to watch [over], to
preserve. Strong's #8104 BDB #1036. What Abraham preserved was the first third of the book of
Genesis, along with all of the things which God said to him; and possibly the book of Job.

4. The first thing that Abraham was to keep was the charge of God, which word means: guard, charge,
function, obligation, service, watch; guard, injunction.

1)  Apart from this passage, the next time this word is used is in association with the observance of the
Passover (Exodus 12:6). Itis also associated with other ritual (symbolic) observances: the Sabbath
(Exodus 16:23); the manna (Exodus 16:32-34); the Tabernacle and the testimony (Num. 1:53), and
with cleanness (Leviticus 22:9). It is associated with not doing the abominable things which the
heathen did in the land (Leviticus 18:30).

2)  One interpretation for this passage has been that, the words which follow mish®mereth represent
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3)

4)

o)

the responsibility or obligation of Abraham, which he kept.

The second interpretation is, Abraham continued the sacrifices to God, as Adam had done, as Abel
had done and as Noah had done. The sacrifices look forward to our Lord’s work on the cross on
our behalf.

Another obligation which Moses kept was, God told him before Isaac was conceived, that Moses
needed to be circumcised, as did all of the males in his compound. Circumcision was a one-time
ritual which represents the new life, or life where there previously was no life. This is regeneration,
which comes as a result of believing in the Revealed God (in our era, that is Jesus Christ).

God also had Abraham offer up his son Isaac to God as a sacrifice, and Abraham obeyed God,
ready to slay his own, uniquely-born son. This foreshadowed the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. See
the Offering of Isaac (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

The second thing that Abraham is said to have kept or guarded is the commandments of God. This word
is the feminine plural of mits®vah (nxin) [pronounced mits®-VAH], which means, commandment,
prohibition, precept, that which is forbidden, constraint, proscription, countermand. Strong’s #4687
BDB #846. This is nearly always translated commandment or commandments in the KJV and as
command or commands in Young’s. It is most often found as a plural.

1)

Although we do not find this noun except here in Genesis and then in the Law, its verbal cognate

is found many places in the book of Genesis. Itis the Piel of tsdvah (x1n) [pronounced tsaw-VAW],

which means to commission, to mandate, to lay charge upon, to give charge to, charge, command,

order; to instruct [as in, giving an order]. This is a verb found almost exclusively in the Piel.

Strong's #6680 BDB #845.

Regarding the noun translated commandments:

(1) This is the word used with the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:6 34:29 Leviticus 27:34
Deut. 4:13 5:10, 29 10:4.

(2) These commandments are often associated with life and death. Proverbs 4:4 7:1-2

(3) These commandments are often associated with the Jews prospering in the land of Canaan.
Exodus 15:26 Deut. 4:40 5:29 6:17ff Deut. 11:8

(4) These commandments are often associated with blessing and cursing. Leviticus 25:14ff
Psalm 89:31-34 Isaiah 48:18

(5) Keeping these commandments was showing love toward God. Deut. 5:10 7:9 Joshua 22:5
Daniel 9:4

These appear to be the most important mandates to come from God.

Based upon the points above, | would associate the commandments with the laws of divine

establishment (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). Itis these laws which are to the benefit of the people in

the land, which would be naturally associated with blessing and cursing (cursing when the

commandments are not kept).

Adhering to the laws of divine establishment result in blessing from God as well as natural blessing,

which a nation can expect from following the directives of God.

During this era and to the time of Moses, we have a number of emerging countries, and they all

seem to have one thing in common—they have a leader who attempts to put together a set of

unifying laws which will guide and protect the people of the country. This does not mean that

these laws would be carbon copies of each other—particularly those laws developed after the death

of the patriarchs. Bear in mind that there is always the distortion of the sin nature of those who

formulated the laws.

Logically, such laws are also appropriate to us today—particularly commandments #5—10, most of

which were probably known and understood by Abraham without having God delineate them. That

is, when God said, “You will not steal;” this should not have been a great shock to any of the

Israelites. No one objected, saying, “But | thought that stealing was a good thing!” We did not have

a variety of societies where some thought stealing was good; others saw it morally neutral; and

others saw it as wrong. This, along with the other commandments (#5-10) were generally

fundamental to most societies. We have already studied two instances of where two different

groups (the Egyptians and the Canaanites) clearly understood the sanctity of marriage (Genesis
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12:18-19 20:1-10).

8) We may assume, based upon this verse, that Abraham adhered to these commandments in some
form or another. He would have learned these as a young man, likely from his father or
grandfather; and he held to these establishment values for all of his life. As we have discussed,
these concepts of right and wrong would have come down from Shem the son of Noah, and his
sons and his sons’ sons, who were all still alive during the time of Abraham.

The third word is chuggéah (npn) [pronounced khoo-KAWH], which means, that which is established or

defined; statute, ordinance, law. Strong's #2708 BDB #349. This is the feminine plural found in our

passage. Found 106 times in the Bible. It is only found this one time in Genesis and not found at all in

Job. The masculine form of this word found more often in the Old Testament: ch6q (nj?) [pronounced

khoke], and it means, decree, that which is decreed; statute; boundary, defined limit; an appointed portion

of labor, a task. The key concept here is the setting of a boundary or a limit. Strong's #2706 BDB #349.

Sometimes these kinds of words can have very different meanings and sometimes the shadings are lost

to us. These seem to be used almost the same number of times. The masculine version is found 126

times. For the points which follow, | will follow out the masculine and feminine occurrences.

1)  Wefind this word used twice in Job 23:12—-14, where Job is speaking about God to his associates:
“I have not departed from the commandment of His lips; | have treasured the words of His mouth
more than my portion of food. But He is unchangeable, and who can turn Him back? What He
desires, that He does. For He will complete what He appoints for me, and many such things are
in His mind.” (ESV, capitalized) The concepts of specificity and limitation are found here.

2)  Job uses chéq in a way that we would easily recognize itin Job 28:26-27 When He made a decree
for the rain, and a way for the flash, the thunderclap, then He saw it, and declared it; He prepared
it, and He also searched it out. (Green’s literal translation) Job is saying that God designed a set
of laws which go along with the falling of rain, which includes lightning and thunder. That is, these
were not random events, but they followed a set of laws.

3) God uses this word when describing the limitations that He placed upon the oceans: "Or who shut
in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, when | made clouds its garment and thick
darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, and said, "Thus
far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed'?” (Job 38:8-11;
ESV)

4) In these two examples, God is establishing natural law; or what we call today scientific laws (which
is a misnomer, as science did not originate these laws nor does science enforce them).

5) In short, the key to understanding this masculine version of this word is limitations and specificity.

6) The word chuggah (nyn) [pronounced khoo—KAWH], which means, that which is established or
defined; statute, ordinance, law. Strong's #2708 BDB #349.

(1) Chuqqah is mostly translated statute, statutes, ordinance, ordinances in the KJV.

(2) It appears to be associated with much of the ritual found in the Mosaic Law. Exodus 12:14,
17, 43 13:10 27:21 28:43 29:9, Leviticus 3:17, Leviticus 7:36, Leviticus 10:9, Leviticus
16:29, 16:31, 16:34 17:7 23:14, Leviticus 23:21, 23:31, 41 24:3, Num. 9:14 10:8 15:15
18:23 19:2, 10, 21 27:11 31:21 35:29

(3) For this reason, the word would be best associated with the rituals which Abraham
observed—the animal sacrifices which he offered up to God.

(4) The various rituals were very specific in how they were to be performed.

The final word is téwrah (uinn or vAan) [pronounced TOH-rah], which means, instruction, doctrine; [human

and divine] law, direction, regulations, protocol; custom; it is transliterated Torah. Strong’s #8451 and

#8452 BDB #435. Itis nearly always translated /aw, laws. Genesis 26:5 is the first time that this word

occurs in Scripture. God has always had instruction, doctrine and laws for mankind to follow. It is this

word which is used to describe the first 5 books of the Bible, which are often called the Torah of Moses.

However, up to this point, God has not given an enumeration of His laws and requirements or the

consequences for violation of same (with the exception of mankind needed to have a consequence for

murdering someone, that consequence being execution—(Genesis 9:5).

1)  Like most English words, there are a variety of ways in which this word is used. It can refer to the
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principle of an over-arching principle from God; as well as to an enumeration of regulations
concerning a variety of things, which may be ceremonial or moral.

(1) Therefore, there is the Law of God written on the hearts of men; and this is the concept of
right and wrong. Whether these laws would be similar or equivalent is another matter; but
there are clearly standards—sometime very nebulous ones—which men have. Law can refer
to the overarching principles of right and wrong, known to God, but written on the hearts of
men. Romans 2:14—-16 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the
law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show
that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness,
and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day when, according to my
gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. (ESV)

(2) Itcan also stand for the content of all that Moses taught the people, as we find in Deut. 4:44
17:11, 18-19 23:3,8 27:26 28:58, 61 29:21, 29 30:10 31:9, 11-12, 24, 26 32:46 33:4.
Deut. 23:3 reads: [Moses is giving a command to the people] “And you shall write on them
all the Words of this Law when you have crossed over, so that you may go into the land which
Jehovah your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, as Jehovah the God of
your fathers has promised you.” This use of the word tdwrah has become the most common
way that this word is used.

2) In this primary usage, Moses said that this law should be recorded in a number of formats, even

by a future king for himself, and it should be both read and taught to the people. Deut. 31:11-12

32:46 33:10

9. In short, Abraham heard the voice of God and he obeyed Him. He also preserved God’s charge (rituals
and obligations), His commandments (God’s prohibitions; those things which are associated with cursing
and blessing), His ordinances (rituals and animal sacrifices) and His laws (God’s instructions, doctrines
and protocol).

10. As a result of what Abraham preserved, we have one of the greatest books in human history, the book

of Genesis, within which is the seed of nearly every doctrine that is related to God and man. His son
Isaac and his grandson Jacob continued to preserve these words.

The complete doctrine of Laws, Commandments, Ordinances and Statutes is found here: (HTML) (PDF)
(WPD).

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

So far, this is what we have studied:

Gen. 26:1-5 Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in the days of Abraham.
And Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines. And the LORD appeared to him and said, "Do not
go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of which | shall tell you. Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you and | will
bless you, for | will give all these lands to you and to your offspring, and | will establish the oath that | swore to
Abraham your father. | will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and | will give to your offspring all these
lands. And by your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws."

This sent us on quite an excursion, determining the meaning of God’s words to Isaac about Abraham.

When this takes place actually changes the color of this narrative considerably. The discussion of Abraham
makes it sound as if he has died and that God is now dealing with Isaac. That would make Isaac at least 75 years
old, which would make Esau and Jacob at least 15 years old (they will not be in view in this narrative). Isaac is
probably older than this.
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There is no reason for God to speak to Isaac, if Abraham is still alive—particularly about what God had promised
Abraham and about Abraham having obeyed God'’s voice, etc. Abraham is spoken of in what appears to be the
past tense (although there is no past tense in the Hebrew, per se).

Abraham will be spoken of as having died when we get to Genesis 26:18. At the end of this narrative, Esau will
be said to be 40 years old when he marries. Although we do not have a clear transition from the Gerar narrative
to Esau’s marriage, this sets up at least the limits of Isaac’s age—he must be at least 75 years old but no more
than 100 years old, which is when Esau would take a wife.

As an aside, Isaac will live to be 180 (Genesis 35:28). So, his physical appearance at age 100 might be like a 40
or 50 year old today. The same would be true of his younger wife.

The American English Bible on the Commandments, Statutes and Laws

Introduction

Although almost everyone thinks they understand this subject (and there are many contradictory opinions), it
is surprising to see how few have made the effort to research what the Bible says, and to think the matter
through thoroughly. So, what we will do here is examine what the Bible tells us about God's laws and principles,
starting from the beginning, and on through each era of the history of both men and God's messengers
(angels), to see whether Biblical principles do in fact supersede God's Laws as some claim.

Before God Created Humans

Although the Bible tells us very little about the period before God created humans, there are enough indicators
available for us to draw some critical conclusions. It appears to be true than in the very beginning, after God
created His heavenly sons, He had given them no laws. He was simply their Father and He showed them the
things that He wanted them to accomplish.

We draw this conclusion from the fact that until the Slanderer rebelled and lied to Adam and Eve, there was no
mention of a law to condemn him or other heavenly messengers to death. In fact, the first mention of a penalty
for his (the Slanderer's) disobedience is found at Genesis 3:15, where the curse on the snake (and the one
behind its words) was cryptically foretold to be a 'watching for its head.'

So, if there were originally no laws from God, why hadn't He created them? He obviously realized that His sons
could choose to rebel, because He deliberately created them each with the ability to choose for themselves
whatever they wished to do. And for the heavenly sons, both right and wrong and the results of displeasing God
must have been obvious. So, God didn't have to create the possibility of a negative relationship by telling them
what would happen should they choose to disobey Him.

Then, why did the Slanderer feel that he could openly defy God? Because, as the results proved (where as
Revelation 12:4 says, 'a third of the stars of heaven' were dragged to the earth), he knew that he had raised
an issue that all living creation in heaven and on earth was watching.

The First Law

The first law that we read of in the Bible is the simple one that was given to Adam and Eve in the Paradise of
Pleasure, when God told them not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and bad. And in this first instance,
a penalty was spelled out: Death to the offender.

What a witness this simple rule must have provided to all of God's heavenly creation. It showed for the first time
what God's sentence would be for those who chose to rebel against Him. And as such, it became a primary goal
for the one who was likely the first universal rebel, to have this rule broken. So, he set out to challenge God by
lying to the first humans; and he raised the question for all living creatures of whether God has the right to
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expect their obedience and love.

It's interesting that God's law to Adam and Eve was so simple. Once again, no negative thoughts of the
possibility of murder, theft, rape, or any of the hundreds of other human vices were mentioned. There was just
the one command, 'This is mine, don't touch it.'

The First Murder

When we think of the worst crime that is possible for us to commit, we usually think of murder. And as might
be expected, the second sin mentioned in the Bible was when Cain murdered his brother, Abel. Here, it is
interesting to note that God's penalty on Cain wasn't death, but the curse of having to live a hard life.

The fact is; there was no law until then that forbade murder. There was just the good example set by God's love,
and what we call ‘conscience' or good sense, to tell all intelligent living creatures what was right and wrong. Yet,
as the Bible tells us, murder and other human vices continued to increase to the point that, as it says, 'God saw
all the badness that men were doing on the earth was increasing, and that the entire motivation of their hearts
was always twisted toward evil.'

So, except for the righteous man Noah and his family, He destroyed all of humanity and much of the animal
kingdom.

God's Laws After the Downpour

After Noah and his family left the chest (ark), God gave him some basic guidelines as to what would happen
to those who did extremely bad things. You can't really call them laws, because He didn't tell men what not to
do, He simply told them what results to expect if they were guilty of wrong conduct. These guidelines are often
associated with the Sacred Agreement of the Rainbow. However, notice that they preceded that Agreement,
which was simply a one-sided promise by God.

Here's what God said at Genesis 9:3-6, 'All living and slithering animals can serve as meat for you. | have given
them all to you as though they were green vegetation. But you must not eat flesh with its blood of life.
Otherwise, | will require your blood at the hand of all the wild animals. | will also require a man's life at the hand
of his human brothers. Whoever spills the blood of men will also have their blood spilled, because | made man
in the image of God.'

So, there were just two evil actions that He said would provide bad results. They were:

- The blood of animals was not to be eaten (it was to be poured out as some sort of a sacrifice to God),
otherwise the violator would be liable to be killed by wild animals

- Every man who murdered another was liable to be killed by fellow humans.

Since these instructions were given to the common forefather of all post-downpour humans, they are obviously
still valid, regardless of traditions, modern ideas, and so-called 'politically-correct' thinking.

And while the ban on murder is quite well understood, the reason for the warning against eating animal blood
is particularly interesting. We want to remember that in God's instructions to Adam in the Paradise, and to Noah
following the downpour, the responsibility that was given to men was to 'Rule over the fish of the seas, the
winged creatures of the skies, all the herding animals of the ground, all the slithering animals that crawl on the
ground, and the whole earth.'

Notice that no mention was made in the beginning of men being allowed to kill and eat the animals that were




Genesis Chapter 26 98

The American English Bible on the Commandments, Statutes and Laws

entrusted to their care. However, likely due to what had become common practice prior to the downpour, God
made allowances for men to eat animals, as long as they poured the blood (which is described as the psyche
or life) on the ground.

So, what conclusions may we reach from all the above? The evidence shows that; contrary to common human
thinking, Jehovah was never a God of laws and rules; rather, these things were forced on Him by the
inventiveness and badness of human imagination.

The Examples of the Patriarchs

One of the most interesting stories to outline what human life and its goodness was like before there were any
laws from God on such matters, is the story of the actions and thinking of Jacob's son, Joseph. You likely
remember what happened as he served as a slave in the house of an Egyptian nhamed Petrephes (Heb.
Potiphar).

Petrephes' wife was attracted to Joseph and she tried to seduce him. Yet, Joseph resisted and ran away. His
thinking? He said, 'Why, my master doesn't even know what | do around this house and he has put me in
charge of everything . So, how could | do such a bad thing and actually sin against God?' (Genesis 39:7-9).

Now in this case, God apparently hadn't given a law forbidding illicit sex or adultery. However, Joseph used his
good sense of propriety in understanding that having sex with another man's wife (especially his master's) was
wrong. So, no law was required for a righteous man to make the right decision.

The same was true of the righteous man Job. Again, before God provided any laws, Job repeatedly spoke of
things that he knew would be displeasing to God.

From http://www.2001translation.com/Laws.html accessed March 3, 2013. | am not yet sure how much of this | want
to use.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

This is what we have studied so far:

Genesis 26:1-3 There was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. Isaac
went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, to Gerar. Yahweh appeared to him, and said, "Don't go down into Egypt.
Dwell in the land which | will tell you of. Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you, and will bless you. For to you,
and to your seed, | will give all these lands, and | will establish the oath which | swore to Abraham your father.
(WEB)

In a circumstance reminiscent of his father’s history, Isaac faces an economic downturn, and decides to move.
God guides him to Philistia, at a time when the relationship between the Jews and the Philistines was much better.

Genesis 26:4-5 And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and will give to your seed all
these lands. And in your Seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My Laws.”

There is something about the sentence structure here which stands out, but | don’t know exactly what it means.
What tends to be common in the Hebrew is to list one thing after another with the waw conjunction in between (or
one action after another with the waw consecutive in between), but it is rare in the Hebrew (and common in the
English) to have a list where a copulative is used one time before the last item on the list. This is what we find
here, and so far, | have been unsuccessful in determining what sort of meaning ought to be attached because of
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this (Bullinger talks about no-ands and many-ands; but not about one-and).”” This is just how we speak and write
in English; but this was not the way that Hebrews spoke and wrote. They threw in ands in between every noun
or clause. That is just the way that they did it.

Genesis 26:4-5 And | will make your seed to multiply as the stars of the heavens, and will give to your seed all
these lands. And in your Seed will all the nations of the earth be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My Laws.”

Interestingly enough, these final 3 feminine plural nouns are only found together one more time in the Old
Testament, and that is Nehemiah 9:13 (and, actually, the word translated statutes is similar to the one found here;
it is not the exact same word). However, 3 of the 4 nouns (sometimes with mish®mereth) are found here: Genesis
26:5 Deut. 30:10 1Kings 2:3 2Kings 17:13, 34, 37 2Chronicles 19:10 Nehemiah 9:13-14 10:29 (some are in
the singular; and sometimes there is the alternate word for statutes). These words occur in pairs in many places
throughout the Old Testament.

Now, if you will look back at vv. 1-5, we get a contextual understanding of why God said these things. God is
telling Isaac what to do. Isaac wants to leave the drought-stricken area and go to Egypt; God tells him, “Don’t do
that; | will tell you where to go. By the way, your father Abraham figured out that obedience to Me was the best
way to go.”

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Isaac Deceives Abimelech about Rebekah

Because v. 6 is so short, vv. 67 will be combined here. As you can see, some translations place these verses
together; others separate them into different paragraphs. It can be treated as the end of vv. 1-5 (Therefore, Isaac
is living in Gerar); and it can be seen as the beginning of the deception passage, vv. 7-9 (While Isaac was living
in Gerar,...). The waw consecutive and the imperfect verb allows for both interpretations.

In this next passage, Isaac will deceive the King of Gerar much as his father had deceived the King of Gerar
previously (40-100"® years ago). Sometimes, sins are repeated from generation to generation; and both Abraham
and Isaac possessed one each a sin nature. Isaac will give in to the mental attitude sin fear, worry; and as a
result, he will lie to Abimelech, the King of Gerar.

Isaac is living in Gerar, and so the men of
[that] place asked concerning his wife, and he
Genesis answered [them], “She [is] my sister;’ for he
26:6-7 was afraid to say, “[She is] my wife, lest the
men of [that] place kil me because of
Rebekah, for she is good to look at.”

And so lives Isaac in Gerar, And so ask men
of the place to his wife; and so he says, “My
sister [is] she;” for he feared to say “my wife;
lest kill me men of the place upon Rebekah, for
good a seeing [is] she.”

When Isaac began living in Gerar, the men of that area asked about his wife. He told them that she was
his sister, because he was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He was afraid that the men there might kill him
because of Rebekah because she was attractive.

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts:

" Seow was not helpful in this regard either.

"8 Dr. Thomas Constable gives the range of 70-97 years in Dr. Constable’s Notes on Genesis, the 2013 edition; Copyright
© 2013 by Thomas L. Constable; p. 192.
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Masoretic Text (Hebrew)

Targum of Onkelos

Latin Vulgate

Peshitta (Syriac)

Septuagint (Greek)

Significant differences:
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And so lives Isaac in Gerar, And so ask men of the place to his wife; and so he
says, “My sister [is] she;” for he feared to say “my wife; lest kill me men of the place
upon Rebekah, for good a seeing [is] she.”

And Izhak dwelt in Gerar. And the man of the place inquired concerning his wife;
and he said, She is my sister: for he reasoned in his heart, Lest the men of the
place should kill me for Rivekah, because she was of beautiful appearance.

So Isaac abode in Gerara. And when he was asked by the men of that place,
concerning his wife, he answered: She is my sister: for he was afraid to confess that
she was his wife, thinking lest perhaps they would kill him because of her beauty.
And Isaac dwelt in Gadar; And the men of the place asked him concerning his wife;
and he said, She is my sister; for he was afraid to say, She is my wife; lest the men
of the place should kill him on account of Rebekah, because she was fair to look
upon.

And Isaac dwelt in Gerar. And the men of the place questioned him concerning
Rebecca his wife, and he said, She is my sister (for he feared to say, She is my
wife, lest at any time the men of the place should kill him because of Rebecca,
because she was beautiful).

The Syriac and Greek both add she is; they both have him instead of me.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English

Easy English

Easy-to-Read Version

Good News Bible (TEV)

The Message

NIRV

New Simplified Bible

So Isaac went on living in Gerar; And when he was questioned by the men of the
place about his wife, he said, She is my sister; fearing to say, She is my wife; for,
he said, the men of the place may put me to death on account of Rebekah; because
she is very beautiful.

So Isaac lived in Gerar.

The men that lived there asked him about his wife. So Isaac answered, "She is my
sister.' He could have said that Rebekah was his wife. But he was afraid that then
the men would kill him. One of them would then be able to take Rebekah as a wife
for himself. She was beautiful.

So Isaac stayed and lived in Gerar. Isaac’s wife Rebekah was very beautiful. The
men of that place asked Isaac about Rebekah. Isaac said, “She is my sister.” Isaac
was afraid to tell them Rebekah was his wife. Isaac was afraid the men would kill
him so that they could have her.

So Isaac lived at Gerar. When the men there asked about his wife, he said that she
was his sister. He would not admit that she was his wife, because he was afraid that
the men there would Kill him to get Rebecca, who was very beautiful.

So Isaac stayed put in Gerar. The men of the place questioned him about his wife.
He said, "She's my sister." He was afraid to say "She's my wife." He was thinking,
"These men might kill me to get Rebekah, she's so beautiful.”

So Isaac stayed in Gerar.

The men of that place asked him about his wife. He said, "She's my sister." He was
afraid to say, "She's my wife." He thought, "The men of this place might kill me
because of Rebekah. She's a beautiful woman."

Isaac moved to Gerar. His wife Rebekah was very beautiful. He was afraid that
someone might kill him to get her. So he told everyone that Rebekah was his sister.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Contemporary English V.

Isaac moved to Gerar with his beautiful wife Rebekah. He was afraid that someone
might kill him to get her, and so he told everyone that Rebekah was his sister.
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New Berkeley Version

New Century Version
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So Isaac stayed at Gerar. When the men of the community inquired about his wife,
he said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” 9thinking) the
men of this place may kill me to get Rebekah, who is beautiful.

®So Isaac stayed in Gerar. " His wife Rebekah was very beautiful, and the men of
that place asked Isaac about her. Isaac said, "She is my sister," because he was
afraid to tell them she was his wife. He thought they might kill him so they could
have her.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

International Standard V

New Advent Bible

Translation for Translators

So IsaAc started living in GeraRa. And when the men there asked him about
RebekKa his woman, he told them, 'She's my sister;' because he was afraid to say,
'She's my woman,' so the men there wouldn't kill him for RebekKa (because she
was very pretty).

®So Isaac lived in Gerar.

Isaac Lies about His Wife

"Later on, the men of that place asked about his wife, so he replied, "She's my
sister," because he was afraid to call her "my wife." He kept thinking, ".otherwise,
the men around here will kill me on account of Rebekah, since she's very beautiful."
So Isaac remained where he was, at Gerara. And now, when certain of the
inhabitants asked him about his wife, he told them, She is my sister; he was afraid
to own that she was his wedded wife, thinking they might be tempted by her beauty
to kill him.

Isaac went and asked King Abimelech if he would permit him to live in the Gerar
area. The king said, "Okay," ® so he stayed there along with his wife and sons.
"When the men in Gerar town asked who that woman was, Isaac said, "She is my
sister." He said that because he was afraid to say, "She is my wife." He thought,
"Rebekah is very beautiful, so they will want her. If | say that she is my sister, they
know they will have to negotiate about a bride price because | am her older brother;
but if | say that she is my wife, no negotiation is possible right away. They will just
kill me to get her." No idea why the verse is cut up so weirdly.

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear

Conservapedia

Ferar-Fenton Bible

Lexham English Bible

NIV — UK

Isaac dwelled in Gerar. The men of the place asked of his woman. He said, "She's
my sister." He feared to say, 'My woman', for 'Otherwise the men of the place will
slay me over Rebekah for her good appearance.'

So Isaac lived in Gerar. The men of the place asked him about his wife, and he
said, "She is my sister." He was afraid to say, "She is my wife," because he said to
himself, "The men of this place would kill me for Rebekah, because she is so
lovely."

So Isaac remained in Gherar.

When the men of the place asked about his wife, he replied, “She is my
sister,” for he feared to say, “My wife,” lest the men of the place murder him for
Rebekka, for she was beautiful to look upon.

So Isaac settled in Gerar. When the men of the place asked concerning his wife,
he said, "She [is] my sister," for he was afraid to say, "my wife," thinking [Or "lest"]
"the men of the place will kill me on account of Rebekah, for {she was beautiful}
[Literally "good of appearance"]."

®So Isaac stayed in Gerar.

"When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he said, “She is my sister,’
because he was afraid to say, "'She is my wife.' He thought, "The men of this place
might kill me on account of Rebekah, because she is beautiful.".
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Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

Christian Community Bible

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible (R.E.)

New Jerusalem Bible

New RSV

Revised English Bible

So Isaac stayed in Gerar. When the men of that place questioned him about his
wife, he replied, “She is my sister.” He would not say, “She is my wife,” for he was
afraid and he thought, “The men of this place might kill me because of Rebekah
who is very beautiful.”

And Isaac dwelt in Gerar; And the men of the place asked him of his wife, and he
said, She is my sister, because he feared to say, My wife, Lest, he said, the men
of the place should kill me for Rebekah, because she was beautiful in appearance.
So Isaac settled in Gerar. When the men of the place asked questions about his
wife, he answered, "She is my sister." He was afraid that, if he called her his wife,
the men of the place would kill him on account of Rebekah, since she was beautiful.
This scene is the third version of the wife-in-danger story (cf. chaps. 12 and 20).
The mention of the famine in 26:1 recalls the famine in 12:10; the name Abimelech,
king of the Philistines in Gerar, recalls 20:2. The deception, according to all the
stories, is the claim that the wife is a sister. This story (from the Yahwist source)
departs from the two previous accounts in that the wife is not taken into the harem
of the foreign king.

So Isaac stayed at Gerar. When the people of the place asked him about his wife
he replied, 'She is my sister,' for he was afraid to say, 'She is my wife," thinking, "The
people of the place will kill me because of Rebekah, since she is beautiful.'

6So Isaac settled in Gerar. "When the men of the place asked him about his wife,
he said, "She is my sister'; for he was afraid to say, "My wife,' thinking, "or else the
men of the place might kill me for the sake of Rebekah, because she is attractive
in appearance.’

Isaac settled in Gerar, and, when the men of the place asked questions about his
wife, he told them that she was his sister, for he was afraid to say Rebecca was his
wife, in case they murdered him because of her; for she was very beautiful.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

The Scriptures 1998

So Yitz'chak settled in G'rar. The men of the place asked him about his wife, and
out of fear he said, "She is my sister." He thought, "If | tell them she's my wife, they
might kill me in order to take Rivkah. After all, she is a beautiful woman."

And Yischaq settles in Gerar:

and the men of the place ask him of his woman;

and he says, My sister:

for he awes to say, My woman;

lest the men of the place slaughter me for Ribqgah;

because she is of good visage.

Isaac thus settled in Gerar. When the local men asked about his wife, he told them
that she was his sister. He was afraid to say that she was his wife. Rebecca was so
good-looking that the local men could have killed him because of her.

And Yitzchak dwelt in Gerar; And the anshei hamakom asked him about his isha;
and he said, She is my achot; for he feared to say, She is my isha; lest, said he, the
anshei hamakom should kill me for Rivkah; because she was beautiful to look upon.
And Yitshaq dwelt in Gerar. And when the men of the place asked about his wife,
he said, “She is my sister.” For he was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” thinking, “lest
the men of the place should kill me for Ribgah, because she is good-looking.”

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Expanded Bible

So Isaac -stayed [resided; settled] in Gerar [20:1]. His wife Rebekah was very
beautiful, and the men of that place asked Isaac about her. Isaac said, "She is my
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Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

The Pulpit Commentary
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sister," because he was afraid to tell them she was his wife. He thought they might
kill him so they could have her [12:10-20; 20:1-18].

Verses 6-16

Rebekah's Danger

And Isaac dwelt in Gerar, remaining there after the Lord had appeared unto him.
And the men of the place asked him of his wife; and he said, She is my sister; for
he feared to say, She is my wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me
for Rebekah; because she was fair to look upon. Rebekah had been a beautiful
woman at the time of her marriage, Genesis 24:16, and she had retained her
beauty. Isaac was so well aware of this that he, knowingly or unknowingly, followed
the example of his father, Genesis 12:11-12; Genesis 20, replying to the questions
concerning the woman living with him that she was his sister. This was a foolish
and dangerous perversion of the truth, as events showed.

So Isaac settled in Gerar.

When the men of that place asked him about his wife, he replied, "She is my
sister [Rebekah, unlike Sarah, was not actually her husband's sister.]." He was
afraid to say, "She is my wife," for he thought to himself [Heb "lest." The words "for
he thought to himself" are supplied because the next clause is written with a first
person pronoun, showing that Isaac was saying or thinking this.], "The men of this
place will kill me to get [Heb "kill me on account of."] Rebekah because she is very
beautiful."

And Isaac dwelt in Gerar as God had shown and enjoined him. And the men of the
place (i.e. the inhabitants of Gerar) asked him (literally, asked, or made inquiries;
probably first at each other, though ultimately the interrogations might reach Isaac
himself) of his wife (being in all likelihood fascinated by her beauty); and he said,
falling into the same infirmity as Abraham. (Genesis 12:13 Genesis 20:2) She is my
sister: which was certainly an equivocation, since, although sometimes used to
designate a female relative generally, (vide Genesis 24:60) the term "sister" was
here designed to suggest that Rebekah was his own sister, born of the same
parents. In propagating this deception Isaac appears to have been actuated by a
similar motive to that which impelled his father for he feared to say, She is my wife;
lest, said he (sc. to himself, the words describing the good man"s secret
apprehensions), the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; the historian
adding, as the explanation of his fears because she was fair to look upon. (vide
Genesis 24:16)

So Isaac settled into the land of Gerar. When the men of the area asked him about
his wife, he was afraid to say, "Rebekah is my wife," because he thought, "The men
here might kill me in order to have her for themselves. She is after all an attractive
woman." So Isaac said instead, "She is my sister."

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version

Darby Translation

English Standard Version

And dwelling is Isaac in Gerar. And asking are the mortals of the place as to
Rebecca, his wife. And saying is he, "My sister is she. For he fears to say, "My wife
is she, lest the mortals of the place kill him on account of Rebecca, for a good
appearance has she.

And Isaac dwelt at Gerar. And the men of the place asked about his wife. And he
said, She is my sister; for he feared to say, my wife, [saying to himself,] Lest the
men of the place slay me on account of Rebecca -- because she was fair in
countenance.

So Isaac settled in Gerar. When the men of the place asked him about his wife, he
said, "She is my sister," for he feared to say, "My wife," thinking, "lest the men of the
place should kill me because of Rebekah," because she was attractive in
appearance.
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The Geneva Bible And the men of the place asked [him] of his wife; and he said, She [is] my sister: for
he feared to say [By which we see that fear and distrust is found in the most
faithful.], [She is] my wife; lest, [said he], the men of the place should kill me for
Rebekah; because she [was] fair to look upon.

Green’s Literal Translation And Isaac lived in Gerar. And the men of the place asked about his wife. And he
said, She is my sister, for he was afraid to say, My wife, lest the men of the place
kill me on account of Rebekah, for she was beautiful of form.

H. C. Leupold And Isaac dwelt in Gerar; and when the men of the place asked him about his wife,
he said: She is my sister, for he was afraid to say: She is my wife lest the men of
the place slay me because of Rebekah, for she was beautiful to look at.

NASB So Isaac lived [Lit dwelt] in Gerar. When the men of the place asked about his wife,
he said, "She is my sister," for he was afraid to say, "my wife," thinking, "the men
of the place [Lit lest...place] might kill me on account of Rebekah, for she is
beautiful."

New King James Version So Isaac dwelt in Gerar. And the men of the place asked about his wife. And he
said, "She is my sister"; for he was afraid to say, "She is my wife," because he
thought, "lest the men of the place kill me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to
behold."

Webster’s Bible Translation And Isaac dwelt in Gerar: And the men of the place asked [him] of his wife; and he
said, She [is] my sister: for he feared to say, [She is] my wife; lest, [said he], the
men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; because she [was] fair to look upon.

Young’s Updated LT And Isaac dwells in Gerar; and men of the place ask him of his wife, and he says,
“She is my sister:” for he has been afraid to say, “My wife—lest the men of the place
kill me for Rebekah, for she is of good appearance.”

The gist of this verse: Isaac, while living in Gerar, tells any who ask that Rebekah is his sister rather than
his wife....to protect himself.

Genesis 26:6
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so,

wa (or va) (1) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive

No Strong’s #

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
[ rziitizélnggw- to remain, to stay; to dwell, to 3n person masculine Strong's #3427
P S HB\/]y live, to inhabit: to sit singular, Qal imperfect BDB #442
[ \r(;ggﬁge(cliw;lgs)e- he laughs; laughing; masculine singular Strong’s #3327 &
P Y transliterated /saac proper noun #3446 BDB #850

KHAWK]

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,

b® (2) [pronounced b* upon; with, before, against; by : a preposition of proximity N S &

s e BDB #88
means of; among; within
G®réar (a11) [pronounced lodai p dwelling: inaul _ St 's #1642
her-AWR: possibly a lodging place, dwelling; proper singular noun; rong’s
g ’ transliterated Gerar location BDB #176

°rawr]

Translation: Isaac is living in Gerar,...
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You may recall the right before Isaac was born, Abraham moved to the Gerar area. His wife had not yet been
impregnated (insofar as we know), but there was apparently a famine, which caused Abraham to move there in
the first place (which we actually hear about for the first time in this chapter).

Genesis 26:6 Isaac is living in Gerar,... (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Instead of moving down to Egypt, during this drought, Isaac moved his family to Gerar. God told Isaac not to
move to Egypt, and Isaac obeyed God. We have fairly limited information about Isaac; but we certainly know of
his obedience in this thing. We also know that God promised to bless Isaac if he continued to live in the Land of
Promise (v. 3).

Scott Grant: Isaac...[like his father Abraham] is an obedient covenant partner: He defies the famine,
listens to the Lord and remains in Gerar, within the Promised Land.”

This narrative only focuses on Isaac, Rebekah and Abimelech, the king of Gerar. However, you may recall that
Abraham had a very large encampment, so it is reasonable to assume that Isaac, as his heir, has a very large
entourage as well, along with a great many sheep. There might be as many as 1000 people with Isaac; and
possibly even more.

A Map of Isaac’s Journeys. This excellent
map is from the Berean Bible Study
Group (accessed December 3, 2012). This
city is right on the Philistia border, 4

Mapt created using software from Oaksall Software, Inc. .‘-!“.

Isaac’s Journeys  Bethele

en 13:3

depending upon the era. Usually, the Jerusalem e
Philistines controlled this area. Therefore, ? For gl
Isaac will be dealing with the Philistines, “~

and he will carry with him some of his &

father’s attitudes about the Philistines.

Itis possible that Gerar is Isaac’s birthplace.

You may recall that Abraham and Sarah
move to Gerar in Genesis 20:1; and Isaac is y
born in Genesis 21:1. As we studied, there =& apm BT
was not really a lot of time that passed here. _

Assuming chronological order, Genesis <E%15‘§Et =t Hebrewmm,ﬁesgm;w}ém it
20:1-21:1 is less than a year.

e Hebron .
3 % Gen 13:18, 23:2, 23:19
. pr
\/ Gerar :
\ Gen 1019, 20:1-2, 26:1, 6, 17, 20, 26

Something which would support this is, when Hagar and her son were cast out, she went to the Beer-sheba in the
Negev. Now, they were living in Beersheba at this time, then Hagar, when dismissed, wandered down the street
just a few blocks. However, if they were living in Gerar, then Hagar going to the Negev would have been a
reasonable distance away.

Interestingly enough, we are going to have the 3 historical narrative about one of the patriarchs being somewhat
dishonest about his own wife. Some Bible critics claim that this are just 3 takes on the same story; but there are
many things in history with eerie similarities (like the assassinations of Lincoln and Kennedy®).

Let me add that, Abraham may have been in the habit of speaking about his wife in this way when in heathen
territory; and it is not out of the question that Isaac followed in his father’s footsteps. Therefore, the similarities
of these three historical events is not something which is that remarkable or apocryphal.

" From http://lwww.pbc.org/system/message_files/99650/4866.pdf accessed August 2, 2015.

80 Some of these similarities are trivial; and a couple of them are incorrect. However, the simple fact is, there can be situations
which are similar in a person’s lifetime.
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What interests me more is, why would God the Holy Spirit include this similar set of events in the book of Genesis?

This does reveal that both men were not perfect. Lying to your host country or host king would be a sin. There
is a lack of faith expressed in this as well.

There are some exceptions to this, and those would be applied during a time of war (Rahab the prostitute would
have had to have lied to her people when she acted on behalf of Joshua).

Genesis 26:7a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so, ) . No Strong’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive
) BDB #253
consequently; because

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

to ask [petition, request, inquire];

sh&’al (wx?) [pronounced ito demand [require]; to question,: 3™ person masculine Strong’s #7592
shaw-AHL] to interrogate; to ask [for a loan];;  plural, Qal imperfect BDB #981

to consult; to salute

‘anashiym (xaw'n)
[pronounced uh-NAW-
sheem)]; also spelled
‘fyshiym (x'w'n)
[pronounced ee-SHEEM)]

men; inhabitants, citizens; masculine plural Strong's #376
companions; soldiers, followers construct BDB #35

place, situated; for a soldier, it

maqéwm (np10) may mean where he is stationed; masculine singular noun Strong’s #4725
[pronounced maw- for people in general, it would be : T .
KOHM)] their place of abode (which could i e S EFE)E SR

be their house or their town)

to, for, towards, in regards to,

lamed (2) [pronounced ] | with reference to, as to, with |  Grectionalrelational No Strong’s #
) . ) preposition BDB #510
regards to; belonging to; by
‘ishshah (xwn) feminine singular noun .
[pronounced eesh- woman, wife with the 3" person StrngBs#%ﬁoz
SHAW] masculine singular suffix

Translation: ...and so the men of [that] place asked concerning his wife,...

When you went to an area like this, often those working for the king would ask about some of the women.
Rebekah was apparently attractive enough to be noticed. Therefore, some men from this area apparently asked
about her.

As Gill writes, there was more than simply civil inquiry occurring here; Rebekah was an attractive woman. From
the words of Abimelech spoken later, it is clear that these men, although not prone to adultery, are not against
fornication.®'

So that there is no misunderstanding, this is a normal reaction to a new woman brought into one’s geographical
periphery. Single men will, no doubt, be interested. Although some might be filled with sins of lust; others might
simply be interested. There is nothing here which suggests one way or the other.

81 More or less paraphrasing Gill; Dr. John Gill, John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:7.
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Given God’s assurances to Isaac, there is nothing here which should be perceived as threatening to Isaac.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

Genesis 26:7b

Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology

BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so, :
1 (e o) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive N SIS
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
"amar (xn0) [pronounced : to say, to speak, to utter; to say 3" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] [to oneself], to think singular, Qal imperfect BDB #55
sister, half-sister; relative;
‘achowth (xnin) beloyeq HEIEiEL ﬂgurqt/v?/y 2 feminine singular noun ,
intimate connection, . b Strong’s #269
[pronounced aw- ) . ) with the 1 person
KHOWTH] metaphorically for relationship sinaular suffix BDB #27
between Israel and Judah; 9
another
She, it; also used as a 3 person feminine
hiy’ (n'x) [pronounced Jemonstrative pronoun: that, this smgullar, per_sonal Strong’s #1931
hee] pronoun; sometimes the BDB #214
(one) N
verb is, is implied

Translation: ...and he answered [them], “She [is] my sister;’ ...

It is very likely that Isaac knew of his father’s history, and, in particular, his history in this particular place. From
who else would Isaac have heard the stories of Abraham but from his father directly. Very likely, Isaac had
learned the book of Genesis from his father up to Genesis 23; and Genesis 24 was a (true) bedtime story read
to his sons by Abraham’s main servant or by Rebekah herself.

Anyway, Isaac panics, and suddenly does what his father had done at least twice before—he lies about his wife,
claiming that she is his sister. Follow the logic out here: Isaac is worried that Rebekah will be taken from him
because of her beauty; but if she is his sister, there is even a greater likelihood that she will be taken (however,
he would not be harmed). So all of this is done in order to protect Isaac, not to protect his wife; and certainly this
is not the response of faith. Remember, God sent them in this direction to begin with.

The word for sister can refer to a relative, which Rebekah is. However, Isaac’s intent was to deceive. He knew
that these men were asking about Rebekah in order to determine if she was unattached, and his answer
suggested that she was. Like his father Abraham, Isaac did this to protect himself. This half-lie potentially opens
up Rebekah to physical assault.

Robert Dean: [Isaac] apparently has the same paranoid streak that his father had and is afraid to say
that she is his wife. Instead of relaxing and trusting in God and the provision God, he has just made
up lies about his wife.®

Peter Pett: "She is my sister.” There is a half truth in the statement for they are cousins, and she is
therefore a close blood relation and relationships were not then so cut and dried. But it shows lack of
faith in Yahweh and is inexcusable.®®

8 From http://phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen120.htm accessed July 26, 2015 (slightly edited).
8 From http://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 27, 2015.
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Although many commentators began this section saying, like father, like son; and they often had a story to
illustrate this, bear in mind that, when Abraham lied about his wife in Gerar, she was apparently not yet pregnant
with Isaac. So, how did it occur to Isaac to do what his father did? Let me suggest that he carried the
Scriptures—which included Abraham’s memoirs—with him (probably in his head). Each generation told the next
generation what had happened, from the beginning of human and angelic time up to their time and place. Many
people knew The History of God and Man (that is, the book of Genesis). So Isaac knew it, up to his life, and he
knew because of what his father taught him, what his father had done in Gerar.

Application: In case there is any confusion here, it is the husband’s duty to protect his wife. As the stronger
vessel, we are to protect the weaker vessel.

What appears to be the case is, God has given Isaac the promise, and Isaac then goes out and immediately falls
on his face, spiritually speaking.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

Genesis 26:7c

Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology

BDB and Strong’s #

Kiy (') [pronounced kee] for, that, because; when, at that i explanatory or temporal Strong's #3588
yIIp time, which, what time conjunction; preposition BDB #471
yaré’ (ax) [pronounced reéo ;i?r’téor:‘?;gfég’. z;g ';76:‘:; a 3" person masculine Strong’s #3372

yaw-RAY] pect, Jettite, singular, Qal perfect BDB #431
reverential respect
R . directional/relational No Strong’s #
lamed (7) [pronounced FF] : to, for, towards, in regards to preposition BDB #510
‘amar (xn0) [pronounced : to say, to speak, to utter; to say o Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] [to oneself], to think ORI TS GonEe: BDB #55
‘ishshah (xwn) feminine singular noun \
[pronounced eesh- woman, wife with the 1% person Str;rE)ng#igézOZ
SHAW] singular suffix
lest, peradventure, or else, in ,
267 (B0 [TeReuTEEe order to prevent, or, so that [plus conjunction SIS e S
pen] a negative] BDB #814
3" person masculine
harag (nJ2a) [pronounced to kill, to slay, to execute; to plural, Qal perfect with Strong's #2026
haw-RAHG] destroy, to ruin the 1% person singular BDB #246
suffix
‘anashiym (xaw'n)
[pronounped UG men; inhabitants, citizens; masculine plural Strong's #376
sheem)]; also spelled ons: soldi foll truct BDB #3
“tyshiym (xwin) companions; soldiers, followers construc 5
[pronounced ee-SHEEM)
place, situated; for a soldier, it
maqoéwm (npin) may mean where he is stationed; : : ,
[pronounced maw- for people in general, it would be mvthc l,:rl:ged;?n%g a&:r{;glin Str;rE)ng#;l;AngS
KOHM,] their place of abode (which could
be their house or their town)
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Genesis 26:7c
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

upon, beyond, on, against,
above, over; on the ground of,
because of, according to, on
‘al (v7) [pronounced account of, on behalf of, with, by,
gahl] besides, in addition to, to,
toward, together with, in the
matter of, concerning, as
regards to

Strong’s #5921

preposition of proximity BDB #752

ensnarer; a noose; fat, fattened;
Rib°gah (hapn) a quarrel appeased; which is i feminine singular proper Strong’s #7259

[pronounced rihb-KAW] transliterated Rebekah, noun BDB #918

Rebekkah, Rebecca

Translation: ...for he was afraid to say, “/She is] my wife, lest the men of [that] place kill me because of
Rebekah,...

At some point, Isaac explained why he said that Rebekah was his sister. | have made this into a complete quote,
because of the 1% person singular suffix which is found, referring back to Isaac in the 1% person. | also considered
the possibility that this was a slip up in Isaac’s writing style, admitting his fear and speaking of himself in the 1°
person rather than in the 3™ (which writers generally do).

He was worried for his own life.

Wenstrom: Unbelief is the failure to take into account and acknowledge the character and nature of
God, His presence and His Word. Unbelief operates in the sphere of the old Adamic sin nature and
contradicts faith and leaves God out. Unbelief blinded Isaac as to the presence of the Lord in his life,
which he saw firsthand, causing him to see only the difficulties in the land of the Philistines. Isaac’s
unbelief had produced cowardice to the extent that he is willing to sacrifice his wife for his own
personal safety.®

When Isaac expresses his fears, lest this place should kill me is also spoken. However, there are no words in the
Hebrew for he said for this particular quote. The KJV version recognizes that this is a quote, which is why they
have the words said he but they are in italics (which means that they were supplied for clarity by the translator(s)
but are not in the original text. This ellipsis puts great emphasis upon what Isaac said as opposed to the fact that
he said it.

Abraham was tested in this same way and he failed twice. His testimony was weakened before the Gentiles due
to this lack of honesty (as they perceived it) and lack of trust and reliance as God properly perceived it. Isaac is
guilty of the same thing—he is dishonest with the men of Gerar and he is not relying upon God. This does not
mean that we have to be naive or stupid in our dealings with man; however, God has unequivocally promised to
Isaac and to Abraham that their descendants would be as the stars of heavens. Isaac is not concerned about
Rebekah here; he is concerned for his own skin. God has already promised him concerning his descendants, so
he does not have to worry about his fate when in the land of these Gentiles. God's promise precludes any harm.

Clarke suggests: Did Abraham never mention this circumstance to his son? Probably be did not, as
he was justly ashamed of his weakness on the occasion - the only blot in his character; the son,
therefore, not being forewarned, was not armed against the temptation. It may not be well in general

8 From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 397); accessed July 24, 2015.
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for parents to tell their children of their former failings or vices, as this might lessen their authority or
respect, and the children might make a bad use of it in extenuation of their own sins.®® My best guess
is, this information had become a part of Scripture, something which Isaac knew. As | suggested
earlier, Isaac certainly would not have understood the concept of divine inspiration as we do, but this
does not preclude him from knowing what Abraham recorded.

Genesis 26:7d

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
Kiy () [pronounced kee] for, that, because; when, at that i explanatory or temporal Strong's #3588
y 1P time, which, what time conjunction; preposition BDB #471

masculine feminine
téwb (va) [pronounced | pleasant, pleasing, agreeable, i singular adjective which Strong’s #2896
toh®v] good, better; approved can act like a BDB #373
substantive
mar®eh (naxpn) the act of seeing, sight, vision; masculine sinqular noun Strong's #4758
[pronounced mahr-EH] : appearance, that which is seen 9 BDB #909
She, it; also used as a 3" person feminine
hiy’ (n'x) [pronounced demonstr,ati’ve ronoun: that. this singular, personal Strong’s #1931
hee] P ’ ’ pronoun; sometimes the BDB #214

(one) verb is, is implied

Translation: ...for she is good to look at.”

The reason Isaac was worried is that Rebekah was attractive. Interestingly enough, Rebekah is never said to be
a flaming beauty; she is always called tdwb (via) [pronounced tohv] mar®eh (naxp) [pronounced mahr-EH).
Individually, the words are not as dramatic. The first is {éwb (v13) [pronounced toh®v] and it means pleasing,
pleasant, agreeable, good often in relationship to the senses (here, the sense of sight). Mar®eh (naxpn)
[pronounced mahr-EH] is the act of vision, which describes how she was fair, good, or pleasant. This word is eve
used of a vision. Therefore, she was very physically attractive; enough to cause Isaac to fear for his life when he
was among people that he did not know well.

Genesis 26:7 ...and so the men of [that] place asked concerning his wife, and he answered [them], “She [is] my
sister;’ for he was afraid to say, ‘[She is] my wife, lest the men of [that] place kill me because of Rebekah, for she
is good to look at.” (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:6—7 Isaac is living in Gerar, and so the men of [that] place asked concerning his wife, and he
answered [them], “She [is] my sister;’ for he was afraid to say, “[She is] my wife, lest the men of [that] place Kkill
me because of Rebekah, for she is good to look at.” (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:6—7 When Isaac began living in Gerar, the men of that area asked about his wife. He told them that
she was his sister, because he was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He was afraid that the men there might kill him
because of Rebekah because she was attractive. (Kukis paraphrase)

Jack Ballinger: [Isaac] feared for his very life even though God had just told him that he would be with
him and bless him (etc.). So, like his father before him, he resorts to a survival mode not placing his
trust in God to protect him and his wife from harm.®

8 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:7.
% From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
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James Burton Coffman questions her beauty: Another, somewhat humorous, thought that comes to
mind here is that Rebekah, at the time, a woman approaching sixty, and with two grown sons at home
looking after affairs that Isaac could not have brought with him on this trip, might not have been as
beautiful and seductive in appearance as Isaac seems to have thought. At least, nobody bothered
her.®" Itis possible that, after the previous incident with Abraham, that perhaps Abimelech Sr. warned
Abimelech Jr. not to just take a woman that he desires.

This is an interesting blessing that both Abraham and Isaac married extremely beautiful women; and at least one
of Jacob’s wives was extremely beautiful. Rebekah is perhaps 20 years younger than Isaac, putting her between
55 and 80 years old; and she, at that age, is apparently still very attractive with a good figure (the Bible tells us
this). Given the life span of that era, she might be similar to a very attractive woman in her late 30's or early 40's
today. We assume that Genesis 24-26 are roughly in chronological order (obviously, the listing of any
genealogical line will fall outside a series of specific events).

Barnes estimates her age as follows: Rebekah was at this time not less than thirty-five years married,
and had two sons upwards of fifteen years old. She was still however in the prime of life.t®

The Philistines would become quite a warlike people, and they fought Israel constantly over various portions of
the land (after Israel became a country). However, this was not the case during the time of Abraham and Isaac.
They did have their issues, and they were involved in a great many mental attitude sins. So, Isaac was concerned
about what they might do—and perhaps Abraham warned him about their ways. But, there was not this great and
constant animosity between Abraham, his descendants and the Philistines. However, in the chapters of Genesis,
we will see the relationship between them deteriorate.

| wonder if we could draw the conclusion that Philistine women did not age well; or perhaps were generally
unattractive in general when compared to Sarah and Rebekah. Both of these women were significantly older
women but apparently quite fit and attractive to the Philistine men.

Barnes sums up vv. 8—11: Abimelek observes Isaac sporting with Rebekah as only husband and wife
should, constrains him to confess that she is his wife, charges him with the impropriety of his conduct,
and commands his people to refrain from harming either of them on pain of death.®

And so he is that were long to him there the
days and so looks out Abimelech king of
Philistines through a window and so he sees
and, behold, Isaac playing with Rebekah his
woman.

And it was when the days were long to him

Genesis there that Abimelech, king of the Philistines,

26:8 looks out through a window and, behold, he
sees Isaac playing with Rebekah his wife.

Isaac lived there for many days. Abimelech, the Philistine king, looked out through a window and he
suddenly saw Isaac playing with Rebekah his wife.

Here is how others have translated this verse:
Ancient texts:
Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so he is that were long to him there the days and so looks out Abimelech king

of Philistines through a window and so he sees and, behold, Isaac playing with
Rebekah his woman.

8 From http:/lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 28, 2015.
8 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:6—11.
8 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:8—11.
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Targum of Onkelos

Jerusalem targum
Latin Vulgate

Peshitta (Syriac)

Septuagint (Greek)

Significant differences:

112

And it was when days had increased to him in abiding there, that Abimelek the king
of the Philistaee looked from a window, and beheld, and Izhak was disporting with
Rivekah his wife.

And he looked.

And when very many days were passed, and he abode there, Abimelech, king of
the Palestines, looking out through a window, saw him playing with Rebecca, his
wife.

And it came to pass when he had been there a long time that Abimeleck king of the
Philistines looked out of a window and saw Isaac fondling Rebekah his wife.

And he remained there a long time, and Abimelech the king of Gerar leaned to look
through the window, and saw Isaac sporting with Rebecca his wife.

t.90

The Jerusalem targum appears to lack a lot of tex The Latin and Greek leave

out and behold.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Easy English

Easy-to-Read Version
Good News Bible (TEV)

NIRV

After Isaac had lived there for a long time, Abimelech looked out of a window.
Abimelech was the king of the *Philistines. He saw Isaac hug his (Isaac's) wife
Rebekah.

After Isaac had lived there a long time, Abimelech looked out his window and saw
Isaac and his wife playing.

When Isaac had been there for some time, King Abimelech looked down from his
window and saw Isaac and Rebecca making love.

Isaac had been there a long time. One day Abimelech, the king of the Philistines,
looked down from a window. He saw Isaac hugging and kissing his wife Rebekah.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Common English Bible
New Century Version
New Life Bible

New Living Translation

After Isaac had lived there for some time, the Philistines' King Abimelech looked out
his window and saw Isaac laughing together with his wife Rebekah.

Isaac lived there a long time. One day as Abimelech king of the Philistines looked
out his window, he saw Isaac holding his wife Rebekah tenderly.

When Isaac had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked
out of the window. And he saw Isaac loving his wife Rebekah.

But some time later, Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looked out his window and
saw Isaac caressing Rebekah.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

Well, he had lived there a long time when AbiMelech (the king of GeraRa) leaned
over to look out his window, and saw IsaAc playing with RebekKa his woman. The
account at Genesis 21:9 speaks of Hagar's son IshmaEl 'playfully making fun of'
Sarah's son IsaAc. The Greek word that we have used to translate this phrase is
paizonta. It refers to child's play or a sporting activity or game, but the root comes
from the Greek word empaizo, which means to deride or make fun of. As the result,
we have concluded (from Sarah's reaction) that some sort of disrespectful act was
implied in the play. However, the same word is also used to describe IsaAc's
actions with his wife Rebecca (at Genesis 26:8), which caused King AbiMelech, the
king of GeraRa, to recognize that she was IsaAc's wife, not his sister. So, 'making
fun of' wouldn't convey the proper implication in this case.

% | am not certain that | get the entire Jerusalem targum from my one source.
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International Standard V

New Advent Bible

Translation for Translators

The Book of Genesis

After he had been there awhile, Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looked out
through a window and saw Isaac caressing [Or fondling; the Heb. verb is a word
play on the name Isaac and sounds like it.] his wife Rebekah.

And one day, when he had already spent a long time in the country, the Philistine
king, Abimelech, looked out of a window and saw Isaac and his wife in dalliance
together.

When Isaac had been there a long time, one day Abimelech, the king of the
Philistine people-group, looked down from a window in his palace and was surprised
to see Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah.

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear

Conservapedia

Ferar-Fenton Bible

Lexham English Bible

NIV, ©2011

His days there were lengthened. King Abimelech of Palestine overlooked through
a window and saw and beheld Isaac laughing with Rebekah his woman.

And it happened, when he had been there many days, Abimelech king of the
Avvites looked through the window of his palace, and saw something strange: Isaac
making sport with his wife Rebekah.

After he had resided a considerable time, it happened that Abimalek the king of the
Philistines was looking out of his window, when he saw Isaac sporting with his wife
Rebekka.

And it happened [that], {when he had been there a long time} [Literally "when the
days there were long to him" ], Abimelech the king of the Philistines looked through
the window, and saw--behold--Isaac [was] fondling Rebekah his wife.

When Isaac had been there a long time, Abimelek king of the Philistines looked
down from a window and saw Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah.

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible

New RSV

Revised English Bible

And it was, when he had been there many days, that Abimelech, king of the
Palestinians, looked out at a window, and saw, and lo, Isaac was laughing with
Rebekah his wife.

But when he had been there for a long time, Abimelech, king of the Philistines,
happened to look out of a window and was surprised to see Isaac fondling his wife
Rebekah.

When Isaac had been there a long time, King Abimelech of the Philistines looked
out of a window and saw him fondling his wife Rebekah.

But when they had been there some considerable time, Abimelech the Philistine
king looked down from his window and there was Isaac caressing his wife Rebecca.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Hebrew Names Version

JPS (Tanakh—1985)

But one day, after he had lived there a long time, Avimelekh king of the P'lishtim
happened to be looking out of a window when he spotted Yitz'chak caressing
Rivkah his wife.

And so be it, as his days prolong,

Abi Melech sovereign of the Peleshethiym

looks through a window and sees, and behold,

Yischaq entertaining with Ribgah his woman:...

It happened, when he had been there a long time, that Avimelekh king of the
Pelishtim looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Yitzchak was caressing
Rivka, his wife.

When some time had passed, Abimelech king of the Philistines, looking out of the
window, saw Isaac fondling his wife Rebekah.
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Kaplan Translation

Judaica Press Complete T.

Orthodox Jewish Bible
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Once, after [Isaac] had been there for some time, Abimelekh, king of the Philistines,
was looking out the window, and he saw Isaac enjoying himself with his wife
Rebecca.

And it came to pass, when he had been there for many days, that Abimelech, the
king of the Philistines, looked out of the window, and he saw, and behold, Isaac was
jesting with Rebecca his wife.

And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Avimelech Melech
Pelishtim (Philistines) looked out at a chalon, and saw, and, hinei, Yitzchak
metzachek (was caressing) Rivkah his isha.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Expanded Bible

The Geneva Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

The Pulpit Commentary

The Voice

Isaac lived there a long time. One day as Abimelech king of the Philistines looked
out his window, he saw Isaac -holding [fondling; playing with; “a word related to the
name Isaac] his wife Rebekah tenderly.

And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of
the Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac [was] sporting
[Or showing some familiar sign of love, by which it might be known that she was his
wife.] with Rebekah his wife.

And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech, king of
the Philistines, looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting
with Rebekah, his wife. By chance Abimelech, looking out of a window of his
palace, became witness of the fact that Isaac, who probably occupied a house with
its open court nearby, was treating his wife Rebekah with such familiar endearments
as are altogether in order between husband and wife, but would hardly be
considered permissible between brother and sister.

After Isaac [Heb "and he"; the referent (Isaac) has been specified in the translation
for clarity.] had been there a long time [Heb "and it happened when the days were
long to him there."], Abimelech king of the Philistines happened to look out a
window and observed [Heb “look, Isaac.” By the use of the particle nin (hinneh,
‘look”), the narrator invites the audience to view the scene through Abimelech’s
eyes.] Isaac caressing [Or "fondling."] his wife Rebekah.

And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time (literally, when were
prolonged to him there the days), that Abimelech king of the philistines looked out
at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife i.e.
caressing and using playful liberties with her, which showed she was not a sister,
but a wife paizonta (LXX), jocantem (Vulgate).

After they had lived there for a while, King Abimelech of the Philistines looked out
of his window one day and saw Isaac affectionately touching and caressing his wife
Rebekah.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version

Darby Translation

English Standard Version

And coming is it that his days there are long. And gazing is Abimelech, king of
Gerar of the Philistines, through a window, and is seeing, and behold! Isaac is
having fun with Rebecca, his wife.

And it came to pass when he had been there some time, that Abimelech the king
of the Philistines looked out of the window, and saw, and behold, Isaac was dallying
with Rebecca his wife.

When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out
of a window and saw Isaac laughing with [Hebrew may suggest an intimate
relationship] Rebekah his wife.
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Green’s Literal Translation

H. C. Leupold

NASB

New King James Version

Third Millennium Bible

World English Bible

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

The Book of Genesis

And it happened when his days were many to him there, Abimelech king of the
Philistines looked through the window and saw; and, behold, Isaac was sporting
with his wife Rebekah.

And it came to pass after quite a number of days had passed, that Abimelech, king
of the Philistines, looked out of his window, and, behold, Isaac was caressing
Rebekah, his wife.

It came about, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the
Philistines looked out through a window, and saw, and behold, Isaac was caressing
his wife Rebekah.

Now it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of
the Philistines looked through a window, and saw, and there was Isaac, showing
endearment to Rebekah his wife.

And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of
the Philistines looked out a window and saw, and behold, Isaac was frolicking with
Rebekah his wife.

It happened, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech king of the
Philistines looked out at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was caressing
Rebekah, his wife.

And it comes to pass, when the days have been prolonged to him there, that
Abimelech king of the Philistines lookes through the window, and sees, and lo,
Isaac is playing with Rebekah his wife.

Abimelech observes something unusual—something more than a brother-sister
relationship—going on between Isaac and his Rebekah, whom he said was his
sister.

Genesis 26:8a
Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
R : No Strong’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive
) BDB #253
consequently; because

hayah (n'n) [pronounced
haw-YAW]

to be, is, was, are; to become, to
come into being; to come to
pass

3" person masculine Strong's #1961
singular, Qal imperfect BDB #224

Without a specific subject and object, the verb hayah often means and it will come to be, and it will come to
pass, then it came to pass (with the waw consecutive). It may be more idiomatically rendered subsequently,
afterwards, later on, in the course of time, after which. Generally, the verb does not match the gender whatever
nearby noun could be the subject (and, as often, there is no noun nearby which would fulfill the conditions of

being a subject).

kiy (2!) [pronounced kee]

"arak® (7x2) [pronounced
aw-RAHK]

for, that, because; when, at that: explanatory or temporal Strong's #3588
time, which, what time conjunction; preposition BDB #471
to make long, to extend, to
stretch out; to be long; to grow 3" person plural, Qal Strong’s #748
long, to continue long; to display perfect BDB #73

length
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

Genesis 26:8a

Common English Meanings

to, for, towards, in regards to

Notes/Morphology

directional/relational
preposition with the 3™

116

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

person masculine BDB #510
singular suffix
sham (wn) [pronounced :there; at that time, then; therein, adverb of place Strong’s #8033
shawm] in that thing P BDB #1027
yamiym ('n'n) days, a set of days; time of life, : ,
[pronounced yaw- lifetime; a specific time period, a ”!ascu"”e plgral noun Strong’s #3117
with the definite article BDB #398

MEEM]

year

Translation: And it was when the days were long to him there...

The closest masculine singular noun appears to be Isaac, so that the days are long to Isaac there, indicating that
he remained in Gerar for a longer time than he expected. This is really not unusual. Isaac may have gone to
Gerar with the idea that he was going to live there until the drought was over; but he apparently remained there
longer than he expected to.

Wenstrom: The fact that Isaac and Rebekah enjoyed a long and trouble-free existence in Gerar for
a long time demonstrates that Isaac’s fear of the Philistines had no basis.®'

We might guess that, on occasion, he sent people back to where he was living before, to see if the drought had
stopped or not (this is not found anywhere in the text). In any case, he continued to live in Gerar.

Application: Itis not abnormal for a person or family to move to another city or state, with the idea that this would
be a temporary move; and yet, the move ends up being permanent or semi-permanent. This has happened to
many a person who has gone off to school or gone off into the military, always expecting to return home, but
staying much longer than expected.

Isaac will leave Gerar, but very much because the Philistines of Gerar causing him to move because of his mental
attitude sins.

Genesis 26:8b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

v e el () and so, and then, then, and; so, No Strond’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive 9
[pronounced wah] . BDB #253
consequently; because
shaqaph (vp9) to look out [forth, down], to lean 3" person masculine Strong's #8259
[pronounced shaw- over and look; to overhang, to singular, Niphal BD% #1054
KAHF] hang over imperfect
Abiymelek (x%{nfn) my father is Melek, my father is masculine singular Strong’s #40
[pronounced u’-vee- [ E— literated Abimelech BDB #4
MEH-lek] ing; transliterate imelec proper noun

" From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 397); accessed July 24, 2015.
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Genesis 26:8b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
melek® (7n?) king. ruler orince masculine singular Strong’s #4428
[pronounced MEH-lek] g, ruter, p construct BDB #572

masculine plural gentilic

adjective (acts like a Strong’s #6430
proper noun); with the BDB #3814

definite article

land of sojourners [wanderers,
temporary residents];
transliterated Philistines

Pelishetly (oywn:)
[pronounced p®-lish-TEE]

Here, this is spelled P®lish®tiym (9%wn'n) [pronounced p®-lish-TEEM)].

by, near; because of; behind,
after; about, round about; generally a preposition
between [two things], through; of separation or
into, among; pro, for; away from, nearness
behind; on behalf of

ba‘ad (ayT) [pronounced
BAH-gad]

Strong's #1157
BDB #126

Even though ba‘ad is covered in roughly half a page in both BDB and Gesenius, it still has a great many
meanings (and only some of their material overlapped). With verbs of falling, letting down, leaning forward so
as to look out, it means through, out through (lit., away from) a window, etc. With verbs of shutting, it means
to shut behind, after, up or upon. It can be used as follows: to seal up; to hedge about; to fence round about.
It has metaphorical uses: on behalf of, for the sake of, on account of. This preposition can denote nearness,
as in by, near; between [two things]; into, among; pro, for (in the sense of exchanging).

challéwn (n'%71) :
[pronounced khal- window
LOWN] '

masculine singular noun Strong’s #2474
. with the definite article BDB #319

Translation: ...that Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looks out through a window...

Now, whereas Abraham and his very large compound lived out away from the city, that does not appear to be the
case for Isaac. He seemed to actually be in town and not far from the king.

Abimelech, the king, is perhaps on a second floor looking out over his kingdom. Isaac is revered and trusted
enough to apparently have a place near to the king. They are close enough to where the king is able to see
through the window. We might well imagine that this was unusual, as a long time had passed before the king
observed this.

Whether the opening that the king saw through was a tent opening; or whether the king was looking from his own
palace seems to be determined by the verb shagaph (wp9q) [pronounced shaw-KAHF], which means (in the
Niphal), fo look out [forth, down], to lean over and look; to overhang, to hang over. All of this suggests that
Abimelech is looking down from his palace and he observes this. Strong’s #8259 BDB #1054.

We are not given any details or background; whether this was something which just happened, or whether
someone had alerted Abimelech to what had been going on.

Gill suggests: Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at a window; in his own palace, near to
which, in all likelihood, were the apartments that Isaac and Rebekah dwelt in; and this he did
accidentally, and not out of curiosity, or with any intention to observe or pry into the behaviour and
conduct of these two persons one towards the other.®? This is an assumption; but a reasonable one.

92 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:8.
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Peter Pett: Isaac was possibly living for a time in a building which was by the king's house, and was

not aware that it was possible for someone to see into his rooms from one of the windows. Alternately

it may be that the king's house looked out over an open space where the tents of Isaac were pitched.

In that case the king may have seen the silhouette of what was happening in a lighted tent.%®

Matthew Henry: He was rejoicing with the wife of his youth (Proverbs 5:18)...Nowhere may a man
more allow himself to be innocently merry than with his own wife and children.®*

We have no idea of the sort of home that Isaac and Rebekah lived in when in Gerar. No doubt, they dwelt in tents
when traveling and even when stopped; but we don’t know when it comes to Gerar. Furthermore, there is nothing
here which requires Isaac and Rebekah to be in their domicile.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)

Genesis 26:8c

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
fo see, to look, to look at, to
r&’ah (Axn) [pronounced | view, to behold; to observe; to 3" person masculine Strong's #7200
raw-AWH)] perceive, to understand, to learn,; singular, Qal imperfect BDB #906

to know

w® (or v®) (1.0or 1)
[pronounced weh]

and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

hinnéh (nan)
[pronounced hin-NAY]

lo, behold, or more freely,
observe, look here, look, listen,
note, take note; pay attention,
get this, check this out

interjection,
demonstrative particle

Strong’s #2009 (and
#518, 2006)
BDB #243

Yis°chaq ('wnp)
[pronounced yihs®-
KHAWK]

he laughs; laughing;
transliterated /saac

masculine singular
proper noun

Strong’s #3327 &
#3446 BDB #850

tsachaq (xnp)
[pronounced tsaw-
KHAHKH)]

jesting; making sport of; toying
with;, making a toy of; playing;
laughing with, revealing intimacy
with shared humor

Piel participle

Strong’s #6711
BDB #850

Wenstrom: the piel form of the verb tsachagq...is a euphemism for foreplay that precedes sexual intercourse and

is a play on Isaac’s name,

which means, “laughter, joy.”

‘éth (xn) [pronounced

ayth]

untranslated generally;
occasionally to, toward

indicates that the
following substantive is a
direct object

Strong's #853
BDB #84

% From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 27, 2015.
% Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 2:6—-11.
% From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 397); accessed July 24, 2015.
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Genesis 26:8c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
ensnarer; a noose; fat, fattened;

Rib°gah (hapn) a quarrel appeased; which is i feminine singular proper Strong’s #7259

[pronounced rihb-KAW] transliterated Rebekah, noun BDB #918
Rebekkah, Rebecca
‘ishshah (xwi) feminine singular noun .
[pronounced eesh- woman, wife with the 3™ person Strgrllang##gﬁOZ
SHAW] masculine singular suffix

Translation: ...and, behold, he sees Isaac playing with Rebekah his wife.

The word behold here suggests that something suddenly caught his eye; he sees something that he did not expect
to see.

This is also interesting—we have an obvious show of affection between Isaac and his wife, not something which
we find very often in the Bible. The word found here is the Piel participle of tsdchaq (¥nyp) [pronounced tsaw-
KHAHKH], which means, to jest; fo make sport of; to toy with; to make a toy of; to play; to laugh with, to reveal
intimacy with shared humor. This verb is not necessarily one of sexual intimacy, although many Bible translations
take it in that way. This word is used in Exodus 32:6, which may have a sexual connotation (And they rose up
early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and
drink and rose up to play. —ESV). In the Qal stem, this verb usually means to laugh,; however, the Piel stem is
intensive, and it means fo mock, to sport, to entertain, and possibly to laughingly enjoy sexual intimacy with.
Strong’s #6711 BDB #850. The final couple definitions are based upon this use in Genesis 26:8 Exodus 32:6.
Interestingly enough, this is the verb upon which Isaac’s name is based. So Isaac and Rebekah were /saac-
ing together.

There are a variety of ways that this verb is translated: Darby Translation: was dallying with; Concordant Literal
Version: having fun with; Green’s Literal Translation: was sporting with; New King James Version: showing
endearment to; NASB: was caressing; Third Millennium Bible: was frolicking with. These are pretty much one-of
translations for this verb. It is clear that there is more going on than this verb actually says; but it is very likely that
this verb could have a more sensual meaning.

Although Owen translates this word caress and BDB gives the meaning of the word as conjugal caresses, what
we have here is the word that Isaac was named after—laughter—and most translators go with the translation that
Isaac was sporting or laughing with Rebekah. However, this would not enough to cause Abimelech to realize that
Isaac was married to Rebekah. What we likely have here is playful, but familiar caresses hidden behind this word.
It might even be a matter of modesty on Isaac's part. He does not use a word which would be embarrassing to
his wife (as his son will read this); however, he implies that was what was occurring by Abimelech's response.

This is actually a play on words here where the verb which is the basis for Isaac’s name is used, and generally,
it means to play, to jest, to make fun of. However, there appears to be another kind of meaning here which
suggests intimacy. Since this is not how this word is usually used, we might understand this to be a
euphemism—that is, the writer of Scripture (probably Isaac) does not come right out and say exactly what was
occurring, but uses a nicer word which is understood by many; but it is a word that can be uttered out loud in public
in mixed company. Often when speaking of sex, the Bible uses the verb to lay, to lay down, to lay with. This is
a verb which can be used without any sort of sexual innuendo; however, in the right context, it can refer to having
sex. In other words, the Bible does use euphemisms. When it comes to the translation, a euphemistic translation
best captures the Hebrew of the Bible.
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As Clarke puts it: Whatever may be the precise meaning of the word, it evidently implies that there
were liberties taken and freedom used on the occasion, which were not lawful but between man and
wife.%®

Howard Hendricks: Whatever this sport was, it’'s obvious that you don't play it with your sister. And
Isaac was a real pro at the sport—in fact, the sport was named after the guy.*’

In any case, what Abimelech observes suggests a relationship between Isaac and Rebekah which was intimate
beyond that of a brother and sister. Abimelech obviously has some kind of morality or else seeing Isaac caress
his sister would not have been a cause for concern. This indicates that there was some form of accepted morality
and standard of behavior. Isaac is flustered and put on the spot so his speech is stilted. He knows that he has
done wrong to lie to these people who have treated him fairly and with respect. He does blurt out an honest
response, however.

Genesis 26:8 And it was when the days were long to him there that Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looks out
through a window and, behold, he sees Isaac playing with Rebekah his wife. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:8 Isaac lived there for many days. Abimelech, the Philistine king, looked out through a window and
he suddenly saw Isaac playing with Rebekah his wife. (Kukis paraphrase)

This also indicates that Abimelech is in close proximity to Isaac. Although Isaac appears to live in a tent
throughout most of his life, it seems more likely that he lives in a house next door to Abimelech’s palace. As one
of the richest men in all of Gerar, it would make sense that Isaac lives in a place of honor.

Robert Dean: It was typical that the king's house was higher than any other building in the town, so
Abimelech could look down on everything from the vantage point of his roof, and he saw that Isaac
was showing endearment to Rebekah his wife. It was obvious that the relationship was more than the
relationship of a brother and a sister.*®

And so calls Abimelech for Isaac and so he Abimelech called for Isaac and he said,
says, “Surely behold your woman she [is]; and Genesis “Indeed she [Rebekah] [is] your wife. How
how [could] you have said, ‘My sister [is] she’? 269 could you say, ‘She [is] my sister’?” And Isaac
And so says unto him Isaac, “For | said, ‘lest | ' said to him, “Because | thought [it was a good
die upon her.” ” idea], so that | did not die because of her.”

Abimelech summoned Isaac and said to him, “Surely this woman is your wife and not your sister. How
could you have told us that she was your sister?” And Isaac answered him, “l thought | might die because
of her.”

Here is how others have translated this verse:
Ancient texts:
Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so calls Abimelech for Isaac and so he says, “Surely behold your woman she

[is]; and how [could] you have said, ‘My sister [is] she’? And so says unto him
Isaac, “For | said, ‘lest | die upon her.””

% Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:8.
% From http://www.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/011997m.pdf accessed August 1, 2015.
% From http://phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen120.htm accessed July 26, 2015 (slightly edited).


http://www.fcfonline.org/content/1/sermons/011997m.pdf
http://phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen120.htm
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Targum of Onkelos

Latin Vulgate

Peshitta (Syriac)

Septuagint (Greek)

Significant differences:

The Book of Genesis

And Abimelek called Izhak, and said, Nevertheless she is your wife; and why have
you said, She is my sister? And Izhak answered him, Because | said in my heart,
Lest they kill me on her account.

And calling for him, he said: It is evident she is your wife: why didst you feign her to
be your sister? He answered: | feared lest | should die for her sake.

So Abimeleck called Isaac, and said, Behold, she is your wife; how then did you
say, She is my sister? And Isaac said to him, Because | said, Lest | may die on
account of her.

And Abimelech called Isaac, and said to him, Is she then your wife? Why have you
said, She is my sister? And Isaac said to him, | did so, for | said, Lest at any time
| should die on her account.

The Greek leaves out surely behold. The Latin renders this it is evident; the targum,
nevertheless (both are reasonable translations). The targum adds in my heart. The
Greek adds at any time.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

God’s Word™

Easy English

The Message

New Simplified Bible

Abimelech called for Isaac and said, "So she's really your wife! How could you say,
'She's my sister'?" Isaac answered him, "l thought | would be killed because of her."
So Abimelech called Isaac. And Abimelech said, "Look! She is your wife. Why did
you say that she was your sister?'

Isaac replied, | thought that you would kill me. So then you could take my wife into
your house.'

Abimelech sent for Isaac and said, "So, she's your wife. Why did you tell us 'She's
my sister'?" Isaac said, "Because | thought | might get killed by someone who
wanted her."

Abimelech called him in and said: »Rebekah must be your wife! Why did you say
she is your sister?« »| thought someone would kill me,« Isaac answered.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Common English Bible

Contemporary English V.

New Berkeley Version

New Century Version

New Living Translation

So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said, "She's your wife, isn't she? How could
you say, "She's my sister'?"

Isaac responded, "Because | thought that | might be killed because of her."
Abimelech called him in and said, "Rebekah must be your wife! Why did you say
she is your sister?" "Because | thought someone would kill me," Isaac answered.
Abimelech then summoned Isaac and said, “See here, she is really your wife. How
could you say, ‘She is my sister’?” Isaac told him, Because | reasoned that else she
might cost me my life.”

Abimelech called for Isaac and said, "This woman is your wife. Why did you say she
was your sister?"

Isaac said to him, "l was afraid you would kill me so you could have her."
Immediately, Abimelech called for Isaac and exclaimed, "She is obviously your wife!
Why did you say, "She is my sister'?"

"Because | was afraid someone would kill me to get her from me," Isaac replied.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

International Standard V

So, AbiMelech called IsaAc and asked him, 'lIs she your woman? [And if so, then]
why did you say she's your sister?'

So Abimelech called Isaac and confronted him. "She is definitely your wife!" he
accused him, "So why did you claim, "She's my sister?"

Isaac responded, "Because | had thought ".otherwise, I'll die on account of her."
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New Advent Bible

Translation for Translators

Today’s NIV
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Whereupon he summoned him, and said, It is plain enough, now, that she is thy
wife, why didst thou pretend she was thy sister? | was afraid, he answered, that she
might be the cause of my death.

So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said to him, "Now | realize that she is really
your wife! So why did you say, "She is my sister'?" Isaac replied to him, "l said that
because | thought that someone here might kill me to get her."

So Abimelek summoned Isaac and said, "She is really your wife! Why did you say,
'She is my sister'?" Isaac answered him, "Because | thought | might lose my life on
account of her."

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear

Conservapedia

Ferar-Fenton Bible

HCSB

Lexham English Bible

Abimelech called Isaac, and said, "Behold, she's your woman! How can you say,
'However, she's my sister'?" Isaac said to him, "l said i, otherwise | will die over
her."
Abimelech called Isaac, and said, "Wait a minute: this woman is your wife, isn't
she? So why did you say, 'She is my sister'?" And Isaac said, "l was afraid | might
die on her account.”
Isaac said to him, "l -was afraid you would kill me so you could have [‘thought |
might die because of] her.".
Abimalek therefore summoned Isaac, and said; “Now she is your wife! —then why
did you say to me, ‘she is my sister’?”

And Isaac answered, “Because | said to myself, | fear they will kill me because of
her.”
Abimelech sent for Isaac and said, "So she is really your wife! How could you say,
'She's my sister'?" Isaac answered him, "Because | thought | might die on account
of her."
And Abimelech called Isaac [Or "to Isaac"] and said, "Surely she [is] your wife. Now
why did you say 'She [is] my sister'?" And Isaac said to him, "Because | thought |
would die on account of her."

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible (R.E.)

New RSV

Revised English Bible

And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Surely she is your wife, and why did you say,
She is my sister? And Isaac said to him, Because | said, Lest | die for her.

He called for Isaac and said: "She must certainly be your wife! How could you have
said, 'She is my sister'?" Isaac replied, "I thought | might lose my life on her
account.”

So Abimelech called for Isaac, and said, *So she is your wife! Why then did you say,
"She is my sister"?' Isaac said to him, ‘Because | thought | might die because of
her.

He summoned Isaac and said, ‘So she is your wife! What made you say she was
your sister?’ Isaac answered, ‘| thought | should be put to death because of her.’

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Avimelekh summoned Yitz'chak and said, "So she is your wife, after alll How come
you said, 'She is my sister'?" Yitz'chak responded, "Because | thought, 'l could get
killed because of her."

...and Abi Melech calls Yischaq and says,

Behold, surely she is your woman:

and how say you, She is my sister?

And Yischaq says to him,

Because, | say, Lest | die for her.
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Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

The Book of Genesis

Abimelekh summoned Isaac. 'But she is your wife!' he said. 'How could you have
said that she is your sister?'

'| was afraid that | would die because of her,' replied Isaac.

And Avimelech called Yitzchak, and said, Hinei, of a surety she is thy isha; and why
saidst thou, She is my achot? And Yitzchak said unto him, Because | said, Lest | die
because of her.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

The Expanded Bible

NET Bible®

The Pulpit Commentary

The Voice

And Abimelech called Isaac and said, See here, she is certainly your wife! How did
you [dare] say to me, She is my sister? And Isaac said to him, Because | thought,
Lest | die on account of her.

Abimelech called for Isaac and said, "This woman is your wife. Why did you say she
was your sister?"

So Abimelech summoned Isaac and said, "She is really [Heb "Surely, look!" See N.
H. Snaith, "The meaning of Hebrew "ak," VT 14 (1964): 221-25.] your wife! Why did
you say, “She is my sister'?" Isaac replied, "Because | thought someone might Kill
me to get her [Heb "Because | said, "Lest | die on account of her." Since the verb
"said" probably means "said to myself" (i.e., "thought") here, the direct discourse in
the Hebrew statement has been converted to indirect discourse in the translation.
In addition the simple prepositional phrase "on account of her" has been clarified in
the translation as "to get her" (cf. v. 7).]."

And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how
saidst thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because | said (sc. in my
heart, or to myself), Lest | die for her.

So Abimelech called Isaac to his court.

Abimelech: | see that she is your wife! Why did you say then, "She is my sister"?
Isaac: Because | thought | might die because of her!

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version

Context Group Version

English Standard Version

Green’s Literal Translation

H. C. Leupold

New King James Version

World English Bible

Young’s Updated LT

And calling is Abimelech Isaac and saying to him, "Yea, behold! Your wife is she!
And how say you, "My sister is she'? And saying to him is Isaac, that, "l say it lest
| die on her account.

And Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Look, certainly she's your woman {or wife}.
And how have you said, She's my sister? And Isaac said to him, Because | said if
| didn't | would die because of her.

So Abimelech called Isaac and said, "Behold, she is your wife. How then could you
say, 'She is my sister'?" Isaac said to him, "Because | thought, 'Lest | die because
of her."

And Abimelech called Isaac and said, See, surely she is your wife, and how have
you said, She is my sister? And Isaac said to him, Because | said, lest | die on
account of her.

And Abimelech summoned Isaac and said: Look here, she certainly is thy wife, and
how is it that thou saidst: She is my sister? And Isaac said to him: (I did it) because
| said: that | might not die on her account.

Then Abimelech called Isaac and said, "Quite obviously she is your wife; so how
could you say, ‘She is my sister'?"

Isaac said to him, "Because | said, "Lest | die on account of her."

Abimelech called Isaac, and said, "Behold, surely she is your wife. Why did you say,
'She is my sister?" Isaac said to him, "Because | said, 'Lest | die because of her."
And Abimelech calls for Isaac, and says, “Lo, she is surely your wife; and how have
you said, She is my sister?” And Isaac says unto him, “Because | said, Lest | die
for her.”
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The gist of this verse:

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

124

Abimelech calls in Isaac and asks why he led them to believe that Rebekah was his
sister and not his wife. Isaac said that he was worried that he would be killed for his

wife.

Genesis 26:9a

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

) BDB #253
consequently; because
to call, to proclaim, to read, to
gard’ (7x) [pronounced assegvaéiéo}goszzlrsgy% l?a” to 3" person masculine Strong's #7121
kaw-RAW] ! ’ ’ singular, Qal imperfect BDB #894
name [when followed by a
lamed]
['S:)O'i/]rgjrl]il; d(?;%-lele?gz my father is Melek, my father is masculine singular Strong’s #40
MEH-leK] king; transliterated Abimelech proper noun BDB #4
lamed (7) [pronounced FF] : to, for, towards, in regards to dlrecélfer;)?)l;ri(;ﬁlonal N%[S)téo;591so#

Yis°chaq ('wnp)
[pronounced yihs®-
KHAWK]

he laughs; laughing;
transliterated /saac

masculine singular
proper noun

Translation: Abimelech called for Isaac... Or, better, Abimelech summoned Isaac.

Strong’s #3327 &
#3446 BDB #850

More than likely this was done with some formality where some of the king’s staff went to Isaac’s home, banged

on the door (or, whatever; depending upon Isaac’s domicile), and said, “The king requests your presence—now.”
So Isaac goes to the king.

It is unclear as to how formal or informal the proceedings were. In any case, Isaac was hauled in before the king.

It is going to be clear that Abimelech does not have any personal animosity towards Isaac; however, he is now
aware that Isaac had lied to him.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

Genesis 26:9b

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,
consequently; because

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #253

"amar (xn1) [pronounced
aw-MAHR]

to say, to speak, to utter; to say

[to oneself], to think

3" person masculine
singular, Qal imperfect

Strong’s #559
BDB #55
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

Genesis 26:9b

Common English Meanings

surely, truly, certainly, no doubt,

Notes/Morphology

adverb of restriction,
contrast, time, limitation,

The Book of Genesis

BDB and Strong’s #

bl e - H
28 ) IeneunEE: only, but; only now, just now, and exception. Also SITDNE S Ll
ahk®] ; ) : . : BDB #36
only this once; nothing but used as an affirmative
particle
lo, behold, or more freely, ,
hinnéh (n1n) observe, look here, look, listen, interjection, Stro;5g158#3882)(and
[pronounced hin-NAY] note, take note; pay attention, demonstrative particle BDé 4943
get this, check this out
‘ishshah (xwn) feminine singular noun .
[pronounced eesh- woman, wife with the 2™ person Strgrllang##éEzOZ
SHAW] masculine singular suffix
She, it; also used as a 3" person feminine
hiy’ (n'x) [pronounced T _ . singular, personal Strong’s #1931
hee] SIS [EEen: Gk, Gl pronoun; sometimes the BDB #214

(one)

verb is, is implied

Translation: ...and he said, “Indeed she [Rebekah] [is] your wife.

There is no doubt a bit of preliminary talk which occurs. It is not clear that Isaac saw Abimelech watching him,
but Abimelech’s knowledge of Isaac and Rebekah appears to be assumed at this point—indicating that there was
likely some sort of mention made of it. The conclusion is, “Surely, Rebekah, the woman you said was your sister,
is indeed your wife.” It is this phrase which gives meaning to the word playing in the previous verse. It may not
seem like much happened until Abimelech indicates that this is clearly the sort of behavior husbands and wives

engage in. Again, this was probably a euphemistic use of this word.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

Genesis 26:9c

Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology

BDB and Strong’s #

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though P J BDB #251
o interrogative adverb; :
éyk (qx') [pronounced . ’ Strong’s #349
aychel how; where also used as an BDB #32
exclamation
"amar (xn1) [pronounced : to say, to speak, to utter; to say i 2" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] [to oneself], to think singular, Qal perfect BDB #55
sister, half-sister; relative;
‘achowth (xnin) beloyeq HEIEiEL ﬂgurqt/v?/y 2 feminine singular noun ,
intimate connection, . & Strong’s #269
[pronounced aw- ) . . with the 1 person
KHOWTH] metaphorically for relationship sinaular suffix BDB #27
between Israel and Judah; 9
another
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Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings

hiy’ (n'x) [pronounced
hee]

Genesis 26:9c

she, it; also used as a

demonstrative pronoun: that, this? . )
: pronoun; sometimes the

(one)

Translation: How could you say, ‘She [is] my sister'?”

Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

3" person feminine
singular, personal

verb is, is implied

Strong’s #1931
BDB #214

Therefore, Abimelech demands to know, “How could you tell me that Rebekah is your sister?” Abimelech is quite
upset, which will be discussed in the next verse.

Abimelech is generally well-disposed toward Isaac. However, his anger and exasperation evidenced here are a
result of his fondness for and respect of Isaac.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

Genesis 26:9d

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,
consequently; because

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #253

"amar (xn1) [pronounced
aw-MAHR]

to say, to speak, to utter; to say
[to oneself], to think

3" person masculine
singular, Qal imperfect

Strong’s #559
BDB #55

‘el (X7) [pronounced ehl]

against; concerning, regarding;
besides, together with; as to

unto; into, among, in; toward, to;

directional preposition
(respect or deference
may be implied); with the
3 person masculine
singular suffix

Strong's #413
BDB #39

Yis°chaq ('wnp)
[pronounced yihs®-
KHAWK]

he laughs; laughing;
transliterated /saac

masculine singular
proper noun

Strong’s #3327 &
#3446 BDB #850

Kiy () [pronounced kee] for, that, because; when, at that: explanatory or temporal Strong's #3588
y e time, which, what time conjunction; preposition BDB #471
’amar (xn0) [pronounced : to say, to speak, to utter; to say i 1% person singular, Qal Strong’s #559

aw-MAHR] [to oneself], to think perfect BDB #55
lest, peradventure, or else, in )
7 (B0 LR order to prevent, or, so that [plus conjunction SIS e
pen] . BDB #814
a negative]
mawth (nin) . . 1% person singular, Qal Strong's #4191
[pronounced mooth] 19 CLES 10 (21N, 19199 EES1Eyan imperfect BDB #559
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Genesis 26:9d
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

upon, beyond, on, against,
above, over; on the ground of,
because of, according to, on
‘al (v7) [pronounced account of, on behalf of, with, by,
gahl] besides, in addition to, to,
toward, together with, in the
matter of, concerning, as
regards to

preposition of proximity
with the 3™ person
feminine singular suffix

Strong’s #5921
BDB #752

Translation: And Isaac said to him, “Because | thought [it was a good idea], so that | did not die because of her.”

Abraham used this dopey idea at least twice, and Isaac would have been aware of it, as these two stories were
probably in his head as a part of the Scriptures of God.

We do not know if this is all that Isaac said. | inserted some text, as others have done. To think is the normal
word fo say. However, it is reasonably translated / thought. Isaac expresses his concern of being killed for his
wife. This indicates that he has a fairly low opinion of these Philistines. They see a woman that they desire, so
they will just kill the husband and take the wife. Essentially, he is saying that is what he was worried about.

Genesis 26:9 Abimelech called for Isaac and he said, “Indeed she [Rebekah] [is] your wife. How could you say,
‘She [is] my sister’?” And Isaac said to him, “Because | thought [it was a good idea], so that | did not die because
of her.” (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:9 Abimelech summoned Isaac and said to him, “Surely this woman is your wife and not your sister.
How could you have told us that she was your sister?” And Isaac answered him, “I thought | might die because
of her.” (Kukis paraphrase)

Societies can be fluid in their morality. When we previously studied a similar situation with Abraham, it appeared
as though the people of Gerar obeyed the laws of divine establishment and that they were believers in the
Revealed Lord. Remember, at that point, we were close enough to the Great Flood that Shem, Ham and Japheth
and their sons and grandsons were all still alive or only recently deceased. Therefore, there is no reason to
assume that every society had fallen into a Sodom-like state. It is likely that the culture in the United States today
is far more immoral than the culture of the Philistines back then (who are not related in any way to the Palestinians
today).

Both Isaac and his father Abraham had a very negative opinion of Philistine culture. Both men believed that, if
their marriage was known, Philistines would kill the husband and take their wives. Now, whereas it will become
clear that the Philistines do have their moral shortcomings—including some sexual immorality—what Isaac and
Abraham feared was baseless. Given what God had promised Abraham and Isaac, they did not need to fear for
the safety of their wives at any time. Even though God specifically called Abraham and then Isaac; their wives
were vital to the fulfillment of God’s promises to them.

Application: You need to know doctrine and the promises of God. Then you need to apply them in your daily life
so that you are not afraid.

V. 9:Abimelech called for Isaac and he said, “Indeed she [Rebekah] [is] your wife. How could you say, ‘She [is]
my sister'?” And Isaac said to him, “Because | thought [it was a good idea], so that | did not die because of her.”
Dishonesty, in the Bible, is a serious transgression (unless it is counterinsurgency, and then lying is allowed).
Isaac had prejudged his hosts as being heathenistic enough to kill him and take his wife. Here is the big problem
with Isaac’s theory: God has promised his father, Abraham, a great posterity. Furthermore, God promised Isaac:
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“‘Don’t go down to Egypt [because of the drought]; dwell in the land of which | shall tell you [that is, go to Gerar].
Remain in this land, and | will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring | will give all these
lands, and | will establish the oath that | swore to Abraham your father.” So, this incident reveals an underlying
distrust by Isaac in the promises of God. Isaac has remained in the land, as God required of him. Therefore,
Isaac should have no reason to fear. God has both given Isaac promises and direction; these things cannot
conflict with one another.

Application: In this life, as believers, we have both promises and direction from God. They will never be in conflict
with one another.

And so says Abimelech, “What [is] this you Abimelech then said, “What [is] this [that] you
have done to us? As little has lain down one Genesis have done to us? Easily one of the people
of the people with your woman and you have 26:10  could have lain with your wife and you [would]
brought upon us guilt.” have brought guilt upon us.”

Abimelech then said, “What have you done to us? It would have been easy for one of the people to have
lain with your wife, thus bringing guilt upon this city.”

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so says Abimelech, “What [is] this you have done to us? As little has lain down
one of the people with your woman and you have brought upon us guilt.”
Targum of Onkelos And Abimelek said, Why have you done this to us? It might have been that the

king, who is the principal of the people, had lain with your wife, and you would have
brought guilt upon us.

Jerusalem targum And Abimelek said to him, What is this that you have done to us? Very possibly
might one of the young men have lain with your wife, and there would have been
great guilt brought upon us.

Latin Vulgate And Abimelech said: Why have you deceived us? Some man of the people might
have lain with your wife, and you would have brought upon us a great sin. And he
commanded all the people, saying:... There is no real difference in the Latin, apart
from having a portion of v. 11 placed with v. 10.

Peshitta (Syriac) And Abimeleck said to him, What is this thing that you have done to us? One of the
people might easily have lain with your wife, and you would have brought sin upon
us.

Septuagint (Greek) And Abimelech said to him, Why have you done this to us? One of my kindred
might soon have lain with your wife, and you would have brought a sin of ignorance
upon us.

Significant differences: The Latin has deceived rather than done. The targum adds some additional text.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English Then Abimelech said, What have you done to us? one of the people might well
have had connection with your wife, and the sin would have been ours.

Easy English Abimelech said, "You have done a wrong thing to us. Someone might have had sex
with your wife, and then we would have suffered because of our *sin.'

Easy-to-Read Version Abimelech said, “You have done a bad thing to us. One of our men might have slept

with your wife. Then he would be guilty of a great sin.”
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Good News Bible (TEV)

The Message

NIRV

New Simplified Bible

The Book of Genesis

"What have you done to us?" Abimelech said. "One of my men might easily have
slept with your wife, and you would have been responsible for our guilt."
Abimelech said, "But think of what you might have done to us! Given a little more
time, one of the men might have slept with your wife; you would have been
responsible for bringing guilt down on us."

Then Abimelech said, "What have you done to us? What if one of the men had sex
with your wife? Then you would have made us guilty."

»Do you know what you have done?« Abimelech shouted. »If someone had slept
with her, you would have made our whole nation guilty!«

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Common English Bible
Contemporary English V.
New Berkeley Version

New Living Translation

Abimelech said, "What are you trying to do to us? Before long, one of the people
would have slept with your wife; and you would have made us guilty."

"Don't you know what you've done?" Abimelech exclaimed. "If someone had slept
with her, you would have made our whole nation guilty!"

Abimelech retorted, “What is this that you have done to us! One of my men might
readily have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.”

"How could you do this to us?" Abimelech exclaimed. "One of my people might
easily have taken your wife and slept with her, and you would have made us guilty
of great sin."

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

International Standard V

New Advent Bible

Translation for Translators

And AbiMelech said, "Why would you do such a thing to us? Before long, one of my
relatives would have had [sex] with your woman, and you would have brought a sin
upon us in our ignorance!'

"What have you done to us?" Abimelech asked. "Any minute now, one of the people
could have had sex with your wife and you would have caused all of us to be guilty."
What is this trick thou hast played on us? said Abimelech. One of my people
might easily have dishonoured thy wife, and so thou wouldst have led us into
grievous guilt. Then he issued his command to all his people, "' If anyone touches
this man's wife, his life must pay for it. Vv. 10-11 are placed together for context.
Abimelech said, "«You should not have done this to us!/Why did you do this?»
[RHQ] One of our people might have <had sex with/slept with» [EUP] your wife, and
you would have caused us to be guilty of a great sin!"

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear
Conservapedia
Ferar-Fenton Bible
Lexham English Bible

NIV - UK

Abimelech said, "Why do this to us? One of a few people could have laid with your
woman, bringing a guilt-payment over us."

Abimelech said, "What have you done to us? One of my people might have thought
nothing of taking your wife to bed with him, and you would have brought guilt on us."
“Why did you do this to us?” Abimalek said, “perhaps one of the people might have
lain with your wife, and you would have brought sin upon us.’

And Abimelech said, "What [is] this you have done to us? One of the people might
easily have slept with your wife! Then you would have brought guilt upon us!"
Then Abimelek said, "What is this you have done to us? One of the men might well
have slept with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.'

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible

And Abimelech said, What is this you did to us? Shortly one of the people would
have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt on us.
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New American Bible

New American Bible (R.E.)

New Jerusalem Bible
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"How could you do this to us!" exclaimed Abimelech. "It would have taken very little
for one of the men to lie with your wife, and you would have thus brought guilt upon
us!"

"How could you have done this to us!" exclaimed Abimelech. "It would have taken
very little for one of the people to lie with your wife, and so you would have brought
guilt upon us!"

Abimelech said, 'What a thing to do to us! One of the people might easily have slept
with your wife. We should have incurred guilt, thanks to you.'

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

Avimelekh said, "What is this you have done to us? One of the people could easily
have slept with your wife, and you would have brought guilt on us!"

And Abi Melech says,

What is this you work to us?

Had one of the people lain with your woman,

you had brought guiltiness on us.

'What have you done to us?' demanded Abimelekh. 'One of the people could easily
have slept with your wife! You would have made us commit a terrible crime!'

And Avimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might
lightly have slept with thy isha, and thou shouldest have brought asham (guilt) upon
us.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

The Expanded Bible

The updated Geneva Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

The Pulpit Commentary

And Abimelech said, What is this you have done to us? One of the men might easily
have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt and sin upon us.
Abimelech said, "What have you done to us? One of our ‘men [-people] might have
-had sexual relations [lain] with your wife. Then -we would have been guilty of a
great sin [“'you would have brought guilt/punishment on us]."

And Abimelech said, What [is] this you have done unto us? One of the people
might lightly have lien with your wife, and you should have brought guiltiness upon
us. In all ages men were persuaded that Gods vengeance would come on
adulterers.

And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? One of the people might
lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guiltiness upon us.
The reproof which Abimelech administered was well merited on Isaac's part, and his
excuse that he feared to be put to death on her account was very lame. The Lord's
promise is that He will keep those that trust in Him in all their ways, that is, as long
as they conduct themselves in conformity with His Word. The weakness of Isaac is
related as a warning to us.

Then Abimelech exclaimed, "What in the world have you done to us [Heb "What is
this you have done to us?" The Hebrew demonstrative pronoun "this" adds
emphasis: "What in the world have you done to us?" (R. J. Williams, Hebrew
Syntax, 24, §118).]? One of the men [Heb "people."] might easily have had sexual
relations with [The Hebrew verb means "to lie down." Here the expression "lie with"
or "sleep with" is euphemistic for "have sexual relations with."] your wife, and you
would have brought guilt on us!"

And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might
lightly have lain with thy wife, literally, within a little (cf. Psalm 73:2 119:87) one of
the people might have lain with thy wife and thou shouldest i.e. (within a little) thou
mightest have brought (or caused to come) guiltiness upon us (cf. Genesis 20:9,
where haFj is used instead of
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Syndein/Thieme

The Voice
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And Abimelech said, "What is this you have done unto us? One of the people might
lightly have had sexual relations with your wife, and you should have brought
guiltiness upon us."

Abimelech: "®What's the matter with you? What have you done to us? One of my
people might easily have slept with your wife. Then you would have brought great
shame and guilt upon me and my kingdom!

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version

Context Group Version

Green’s Literal Translation

H. C. Leupold

World English Bible

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

Hebrew/Pronunciation

And saying is Abimelech to him, "What is this you do to us? As if it were a little thing
if one of my people lie with your wife and you bring the guilt upon us!"

And Abimelech said, What is this you have done to us? One of the people might
easily have lain with your woman { or wife }, and you would have brought
wickedness on us.

And Abimelech said, What is this you have done to us? One of the people had in
a little lain with your wife, and you would have brought on us guilt.

And Abimelech said: What, now, hast thou done to us? Quite easily some of the
people might have lain with thy wife, and so thou wouldest have brought guilt upon
us.

Abimelech said, "What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily
have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt on us!"

And Abimelech says, “What is this you have done to us? As a little thing one of the
people had lain with your wife, and you had brought upon us guilt;”

Abimelech expresses deep concern that someone in his kingdom might have lain
with Rebekah and have brought down great sin upon them all.

Genesis 26:10a

Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

wa (or va) (1) and so, and then, then, and; so, No Strond’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive 9
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
"amar (xn0) [pronounced : to say, to speak, to utter; to say 3" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] [to oneself], to think singular, Qal imperfect BDB #55
BTN & (N%{nfn) my father is Melek, my father is masculine singular Strong’s #40
[PIErBLIEsel L ED: king; transliterated Abimelech proper noun BDB #4
MEH-Iek] ’
interrogative;
mah (nn) [pronounced what, how, why; what [thing]; exclamatory particle; Strong’s #4100
maw] anything, something, whatever indefinite pronoun; BDB #552
relative pronoun

(1) Mah can also be used as an exclamatory adverb how; as in “How incredible is this place!” (Genesis 28:17b).
(2) Mah can also be used as an interrogatory adverb how to express that which is impossible, as in “How shall
we justify ourselves?” (Genesis 44:16b). These two uses are often followed by an adjective or verb. (3) Mah
can also be used as an adverb of interrogation, meaning why, wherefore.

zeh (tp) [pronounced
zeh]

Strong’s #2088,
2090 (& 2063)
BDB #260

here, this, this one; thus;
possibly another

masculine singular
demonstrative adjective
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Genesis 26:10a

Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings

| suspect that all 3 particles above combine to mean something together. Gesenius suggests why then; various
translators suggest why [should]; why [is] this; why. See zeh listings as well.

to do, to make, to construct, to
fashion, to form, to prepare, to
manufacture

Strong's #6213
BDB #793

2" person masculine
singular, Qal perfect

‘asah (vwi) [pronounced
gaw-SAWH)|

directional/relational
preposition with the 1%
person plural suffix

No Strong’s #

to, for, towards, in regards to BDB #510

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

Translation: Abimelech then said, “What [is] this [that] you have done to us?
Abimelech is complaining about the potential for harm to his people.
As mentioned before, Abimelech may simply be the title of a Philistine king, like melek. Therefore, this may or

may not be the king Abraham met and tried to fool. Given that this takes place at least 60 or 80 years after
Abraham’s meeting (assuming this falls into a chronological order), this is likely a different king than Abraham met.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

kaph or k® (d)

Genesis 26:10b

Common English Meanings

like, as, just as; according to,

Notes/Morphology

preposition of
comparison,

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

[pronounced k°] after; about, approximately resemblance or BDB #453
approximation
m®at (nyv) [pronounced . . , Strong’s #4592
me-GAHT] a little, fewness, few masculine singular noun BDB #589

Together, the kaph preposition and m*at mean nearly, almost, within a little, shortly, quickly, suddenly; easily;

scarcely, very little, very fe

w.

shakab (w)2)

to lie down, to lie down [to sleep,

[pronounced shaw- to have sexual re{ations, to die; 3r.d person masculine Strong’s #7901
KAHEV] because of sickness or singular, Qal perfect BDB #1011
humiliation]; to relax
‘echad (xn7) B S qerfain, I CEB, numeral adjective;
[pronounce&Yeh- every; but it can also mean a masculine singula’r Strong's #259
composite unity; possibly BDB #25

KHAWD]

particular; anyone

construct

"Echad can function like an indefinite article, and be rendered a certain [person, place or thing]. ’Echad can be
used elliptically to mean one time, once.

m (vo) [pronounced
gahm]

people; race, tribe; family,
relatives; citizens, common
people; companions, servants;
entire human race; herd [of
animals]

masculine singular
collective noun with the
definite article

Strong’s #5971
BDB #766
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Genesis 26:10b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
o . . preposition (which is : .
éth (xn) [pronounced :  with, at, near, by, among, identical to the sign of Stré)lg% s#g254

ayth] directly from the direct object)

This preposition can also refer to being in one’s possession or in one’s keeping. This can also mean to proceed
from someone. The key to this word is close association with, close proximity to beyond simple geographical
proximity.

‘ishshah (xwn) . feminine singular noun

[pronounced eesh- woman, wife . with the 2" person | Strggng#%ﬁoz
SHAW] . masculine singular suffix :

Translation: Easily one of the people could have lain with your wife...

You will recall the previous Abimelech went about and collected wives. This Abimelech is concerned about the
people of Gerar, that a man might have sexual relations with Rebekah.

Note what Abimelech does not say: “One of the men of this city might have taken Rebekah as his wife.” So
Abimelech is not talking about someone seeing Rebekah, falling in love with her, and then making her his wife.
Abimelech is concerned that someone might have sex with Rebekah.

For the uninitiated, sex is not something which could just occur by accident; a Philistine does not accidentally have
sex with Rebekah. This would have been a free will choice on the part of some Philistine. Therefore, we can draw
some conclusions about this Philistine society: (1) premarital sex occurred and there was no great immorality
attached to it; (2) adultery was forbidden; (3) the king understood that there might be a negative impact on
Philistine society if someone committed adultery (which implies they he believed in judgment from God). These
moral values seem to be very close to the moral values of our society (I write this in 2015).

Furthermore, logically, Rebekah would have said no to sex with some Philistine. So, how could this happen? How
could someone of the Philistine population have had sex with her? What seems to be the suggestion here is,
Rebekah could have been raped by one of Abimelech’s subjects (very possibly, one of those in Abimelech’s
military). This suggests that there is less control at this point in time with this Abimelech compared to the one that
Abraham knew. Hence, sexual immorality has spread to the people. You may wonder “Why does God disallow
many wives to a king? He can support them, can he not?” The problem is, the immorality spreads from the king
(in that day, the #1 celebrity of any city or state) to the people. So it is now 60 or more years later, and this king
Abimelech is concerned about one of his people having non-consensual sex with Rebekah (that is, rape). His
father apparently had several wives; and this very likely titillated the people and gave them more latitude in the
sort of lifestyle they wanted to lead.

Application: What | have done is merely sketched out how a society might have retrogressed morally. We had
the exact same thing in our society. When our commander-in-chief treated some type of sexual contact as not
being sexual contact, this quickly spread throughout society—particularly to our young people. Statistics from the
2010's indicates that each year, one in four teens contracts an STD/STI and that one in two sexually active
persons will contract an STD/STI by age 25.%° | came from a generation where sexual contact in high school was
quite rare.

% From http:/lwww.ashasexualhealth.org/stdsstis/statistics/ accessed July 12, 2015.
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Genesis 26:10c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though P J BDB #251
to take in, to bring [near, against,
béw’ (atk) [pronounced : upon], to come in with, to carry, 2" person masculine Strong’s #935
boh] to cause to come [in], to gather, i singular, Hiphil perfect BDB #97
to bring to pass
upon, beyond, on, against,
above, over; on the ground of,
because of, according to, on reposition of proximit
‘al (v7) [pronounced account of, on behalf of, with, by, vf/)ithpthe 1t ergon Iurgl Strong’s #5921
gahl] besides, in addition to, to, surl)‘fix P BDB #752
toward, together with, in the
matter of, concerning, as
regards to
guilt, fault, blame, responsibility
asham (xwn) [fqr S{nful apt/ons],' a guilt- . . Strong's #817
[pronounced aw- offering; possibly this word can : masculine singular noun BDB #79
SHAWM)] apply to the actions for which
one is guilty (frespass, offense)

Translation: ...and you [would] have brought guilt upon us.”

Here is why he is concerned; he understands that guilt might be brought upon them. So he understands the
danger here of a national judgment. He has learned this both from his father and from the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah. | can guarantee that every person in that region was aware of Sodom and Gomorrah and the wrath
of the Revealed God. So this king is seriously concerned about this guilt.

Abimelech reveals even a higher regard for morality. He understands that it is wrong to commit adultery, which
puts him ahead of many people today who are more evolved and he understands that there is more to it than just
simple adultery to Isaac. Otherwise, he could slough it off as it was Isaac's fault for not being straight with him.
However, Abimelech has a higher concern that even committing the act in ignorance would result in guilt.

Griffith-Thomas: Like his predecessor before him Abimelech was a man of uprightness, for he very
plainly rebuked Isaac and reminded him of the serious consequences that might have accrued to him
and to Rebekah if the facts of the case had not become known. Is there anything sadder in this world
than that a child of God should be rebuked by a man of the world?

It is also very likely that Abimelech knows, probably from his father, the Abimelech that Abraham met, that there
were consequences to mess with the line of Abraham. His father and he both believe this. They knew Abraham,
they knew the power of God, and making a mistake like this concerned them greatly.

However, you will note at the same time that this king appears to be unable to do what would be necessary to keep
a rape from occurring in his realm. Although it is not an everyday occurrence, it is obviously of great concern to
this king. That suggests that a rape would not be the odd occurrence.

19 From http://preceptaustin.org/genesis_devotional_commentary.htm (Genesis 26); accessed August 2, 2015.
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Abimelech reveals that he has a very clear sense of right and wrong. In the ancient world, unlike today, even
heathen understood the importance of marriage and fidelity. Knowing that this woman was Isaac’s wife would
have automatically made her off limits to the males of that city. This indicates that this place was not nearly as
heathenistic as Isaac believed it to be. Abimelech also believed that there would possibly be retribution brought
upon them, had any of them laid with Rebekah. What this suggests is, there was a firm morality in Gerar—some
of it based upon a fear of God—but there has been some loosening up of sexual mores. Abimelech is
acknowledging here both respect for marriage and a disdain for lying, but he also leaves open the idea of a sexual
union outside of marriage (which might even include rape).

Obviously, Rachel would not have personally consented to a sexual relationship outside of her marriage, whether
they lied about their marriage or not. So, if one of the people had relations with her, that would have been forced.

Genesis 26:10 Abimelech then said, “What [is] this [that] you have done to us? Easily one of the people could
have lain with your wife and you [would] have brought guilt upon us.” (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:10 Abimelech then said, “What have you done to us? It would have been easy for one of the people
to have lain with your wife, thus bringing guilt upon this city.” (Kukis paraphrase)

In any case, Abimelech being concerned about guilt being brought upon the city, suggests that these people
feared God as well. He understood then—better than people do today—that the immoral acts of a society can
have consequences for that society. In other words, he understood that God does judge and that He does
discipline cities and nations as a whole. And he fully understood that taking the wife of a man of God could be
disastrous.

Clarke concurs, writing: Abimelech was a good and holy man; and he appears to have considered
adultery as a grievous and destructive crime.'”"

J. Ligon Duncan: [N]otice that Abimelech's respect for marriage shows us the power and the reality
of the light of conscience. Abimelech didn't have the Bible. Abimelech had no scriptures. Abimelech
had no weekly worship service where the law of God was propounded. But Abimelech knew that
marriage was a sacred relationship and it ought not be violated. And he was afraid that his people
might violate it. And so he calls in Isaac and he rebukes him. Isn't this a testimony to the power and
the reality of the light of conscience God has written His law on all our hearts? Isn't this a testimony
of the law of nature and of nature's God? Isn't this a testimony to the reality of what Paul speaks of
in Romans 2:15 when he says that God has written his law on our hearts? That's exactly what we're
seeing in Abimelech. He has no Bible, but he knows that marriage ought to be respected...though
Abimelech has no Bible, he knows right from wrong. The ultimate source of morality is found in the
Creator God. And that standard of morality which is set by the very character of the Creator God is
not only revealed to us in the Bible, but God tells us in the Bible that he writes it on our hearts. And
so even Abimelech knows right from wrong.

Duncan then adds: it is a testimony to the depths of our depravity in modern America that we, at least
our culture around us, doesn't think that marriage needs to be respected and even this Philistine knew
that marriage ought to be respected.'®

Interestingly enough, in our American society today (I write this in 2015), adultery is still seen by most people as
immoral (93%) and sex between unmarried couples is not (67% approve). So our society is not dramatically
different from the Philistine society of Abimelech.

19T Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:10.
192 From First Presbyterian Church; accessed July 30, 2015.
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vv. 9—10: Abimelech called for Isaac and he said, “Indeed she [Rebekah] [is] your wife. How could you say,
‘She [is] my sister'?” And Isaac said to him, “Because | thought [it was a good idea], so that | did not die
because of her.” Abimelech then said, “What [is] this [that] you have done to us? Easily one of the people
could have lain with your wife and you [would] have brought guilt upon us.”

The Thinking of Abimelech

1. There are two sins which Abimelech clearly understands: lying is wrong and adultery is wrong. Modern
Americans agree with the latter; it is questionable how much they agree with the former.

2. The Apostle Paul says that even unbelievers have an inner moral code: Rom. 2:14-15 For when
Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even
though they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their
conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them... (ESV)

3.  Abimelech also recognizes that, if someone from Gerar took Rebekah and had sex with her, this would
bring divine discipline upon his people. Americans sin in a variety of ways, many feeling no guilt or
apprehension for what they have done. The modern-day gay movement actually glorifies their sins and
pushes for others to accept their actions as normal behavior.

4.  Abimelech appears to be genuinely concerned for his people.

5. This proceeds from his statement indicating concern for the guilt that would be brought upon his people.
We can infer from this statement that Abimelech believes in God (and later passages will indicate that he
believes in Abraham and Isaac’s God).

6. Interestingly enough, he also appears to recognize that sex apart from marriage, and rape, are a part of
his peoples’ norms. Rape would have been the only way that someone from Gerar would have lain with
Rebekah.

7. In the next verse, Abimelech will issue an order to his people, forbidding them from touching Isaac’s wife.

This indicates that God is protecting Isaac and Rebekah through Abimelech; and that Abimelech is a
leader who can be trusted.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines
And so charges Abimelech all the people to Abimelech issued an edict to [lit., ordered] all
say, “The one touching [or, violating] in the Genesis the people,[which]said, “Anyone touching [or,
man the this and in his woman, dying he will  26:11 violating] this man or his wife, will surely be
be made to die.” executed.”

Abimelech ordered his people, saying, “If anyone touches or violates this man or his wife, he will certainly
be executed.”

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so charges Abimelech all the people to say, “The one touching [or, violating]
in the man the this and in his woman, dying he will be made to die.”

Targum of Onkelos And Abimelek instructed all the people, Whoever shall go near to injure this man or
his wife, shall verily be put to death.

Latin Vulgate [And he commanded all the people, saying:] He that shall touch this man's wife,
shall surely be put to death. What is in brackets is part of v. 10 in the Latin.

Peshitta (Syriac) And Abimeleck charged all the people, saying, Whoever harms this man or his wife

shall surely be put to death.
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Septuagint (Greek)

Significant differences:

The Book of Genesis

And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, Every man that touches this man and
his wife shall be liable to death.

The targum leaves out to say. In the Hebrew, the man and woman are treated as
two people; in the Latin, we have the man’s wife instead.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Easy English
Easy-to-Read Version
The Message

NIRV

So Abimelech warned all the people, ‘Do not touch this man or this woman.
Otherwise | will have someone kill you."'

So Abimelech gave a warning to all the people. He said, “No person must hurt this
man or this woman. If any person hurts them, then that person will be killed.”
Then Abimelech gave orders to his people: "Anyone who so much as lays a hand
on this man or his wife dies."

So Abimelech gave orders to all of the people. He said, "You can be sure that
anyone who harms this man or his wife will be put to death."

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

New Living Translation

Then Abimelech issued a public proclamation: "Anyone who touches this man or his
wife will be put to death!"

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible
International Standard V

Translation for Translators

So, AbiMelech gave a command to all his people, saying, '"Any man who touches
this man or his woman will die!"

So he issued this order to everyone: "Whoever touches this man or his wife is to be
executed."

Then Abimelech commanded all his people, saying, "Do not harm/molest this man
or his wife! Anyone who does that will surely be executed!"

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear

Conservapedia

HCSB
Lexham English Bible

NIV - UK

Abimelech commanded all his people, saying, "Touch this man and his woman and
||die]|!"

Abimelech instructed his people, saying, "Anyone who touches this man or his wife
will incur a sentence of execution." The Hebrew repeats the concept of "put to
death" for emphasis.

So Abimelech warned all the people with these words: "Whoever harms this man
or his wife will certainly die."

Then Abimelech instructed all the people, saying, "The [one who] touches this man
or his wife shall certainly die."

So Abimelek gave orders to all the people: "Anyone who harms this man or his wife
shall surely be put to death.’

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible
New American Bible

New American Bible (R.E.)

And Abimelech spoke to all his people, saying, Anyone touching this man and his
wife, he, being put to death, shall be put to death.

Abimelech therefore gave this warning to all his men: "Anyone who molests this
man or his wife shall forthwith be put to death."

Abimelech then commanded all the people: "Anyone who maltreats this man or his
wife shall be put to death."
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Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

exeGeses companion Bible And Abi Melech misvahs all his people, saying,

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

Whoever touches this man or his woman

in deathifying, deathify him.

Abimelekh issued an order to all the people: "WWhoever touches this man or his wife
shall die.'

And Avimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his isha
shall surely be put to death.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Expanded Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

The Voice

So Abimelech -warned [commanded] -everyone [all the people], "Anyone who
touches this man or his wife will be put to death."

And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his wife
shall surely be put to death. The bad experience of the people in the king's house
upon the occasion of Abraham's sojourn in Gerar, although three fourths of a
century ago, had not been forgotten, hence the strictness of the in junction on
Abimelech's part, which obtained for both Isaac and Rebekah the greatest security,
the Lord thus holding His protecting hand over them in spite of their weakness.
So Abimelech commanded all the people, "Whoever touches [Heb "strikes." Here
the verb has the nuance "to harm in any way." It would include assaulting the
woman or killing the man.] this man or his wife will surely be put to death [The use
of the infinitive absolute before the imperfect makes the construction emphatic.]."
(warning his people) Whoever so much as touches this man or his wife will be put
to death. Isaac repeats the ruse his father used in Egypt and Gerar many years
earlier. Abraham told another Abimelech (likely the father or grandfather of this
Philistine king) that Sarah was his sister to avoid being killed. Isaac tries the same
trick for the same reason but is soon found out. Many rulers in that day would have
killed or severely punished a man for telling such tales and jeopardizing their reign.
Somehow, however, Abraham and Isaac not only survive, but they grow rich from
the experiences.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

English Standard Version
Green’s Literal Translation
H. C. Leupold

Third Millennium Bible
World English Bible

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

So Abimelech warned all the people, saying, "Whoever touches this man or his wife
shall surely be put to death."

And Abimelech commanded all the people, saying, Anyone touching this man and
his wife dying shall die.

And Abimelech gave orders to all his people, saying: He that toucheth this man or
his wife shall without fail be put to death.

And Abimelech charged all his people, saying, "He that toucheth this man or his
wife shall surely be put to death."

Abimelech charged all the people, saying, "He who touches this man or his wife will
surely be put to death."

And Abimelech commands all the people, saying, “He who comes against this man
or against his wife, dying does die.”

The king warns his people not to disturb this family; and if they do, they face the
death penalty.
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Genesis 26:11a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
1 (e o) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive N SIS
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
to commission, to mandate, to
tsavah (x1n) [pronounced :lay charge upon, to give charge 3" person masculine Strong's #6680
tsaw-VAW] to, charge, command, order; to : singular, Piel imperfect BDB #3845
instruct [as in, giving an order]
BTN & (N%{n?'_’]) my father is Melek, my father is masculine singular Strong’s #40
[PIETELIEsel LA - king; transliterated Abimelech proper noun BDB #4
MEH-Iek] ’
‘éth (xn) [pronounced untranslated generally; mghcates Lot Fhe. Strong's #853
. following substantive is a
ayth] occasionally to, toward ; i BDB #84
direct object
kél (5%) [pronounced the whole, all of, the entirety of, ESHINE SrgUEr Strong’s #3605
- construct followed by a
kohl] all; can also be rendered any of - . BDB #4381
definite article
people; race, tribe; family,
‘am (vn) [pronounced re/atl\./es; c:t/ze.ns, common _ maspullne smgylar Strong’s #5971
5 people; companions, servants; i collective noun with the
gahm] . ’ . , BDB #766
entire human race; herd [of definite article
animals]

Translation: Abimelech issued an edict to [lit., ordered] all the people,...

Abimelech issues an order. In that day, a king could issue whatever decree he wanted to at any time. Kings had
to be careful about this; they could not issue orders willy nilly, or that could threaten their power. In fact, this
explains a portion of Esther, where a king issued an order, which meant that he could not just change his mind
and retract that order. That would be a bad idea. It would indicate that he was not smart enough to issue the
correct order in the first place.

In any case, this man was fully able to issue orders that could be depended upon; and he knew from the beginning
that he needed to make sure that Isaac and Rebekah were never harmed.

This strikes me as an interesting order, in this way: the king does not give a blanket ban on rape or harassment;
but makes these specific the Isaac and Rebekah. This suggests to me that he is not strong enough to enforce
a complete ban on such crimes; or that his society is beginning to disintegrate. However, he himself recognizes
the importance of and blessing in association with Isaac, Abraham’s son. An individual ban here is enforceable.

Genesis 26:11b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

directional/relational i  No Strong’s #

lamed (7) [pronounced FF] to, for, towards, in regards to preposition BDB #510
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

Genesis 26:11b

Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology
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BDB and Strong’s #

"amar (xn0) [pronounced : to say, to speak, to utter; to say e Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] [to oneself], to think il e s e BDB #55
the one touching, the person
naga’ (1ay) [pronounced reaching into; whoever is Qal active participle with Strong's #5060
naw-GAHG] violating, injuring; coming to a the definite article BDB #619

person

b® (2) [pronounced b*

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,
upon; with, before, against; by

a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s #

s e BDB #88
means of; among; within
aman. a husband: anvone: a masculine singular noun
‘fysh (x'w) [pronounced .’ ) ; anyone, (sometimes found where Strong's #376
certain one; each, each one,
eesh] evervone we would use a plural) BDB #35
Y with the definite article
. . ] ] masculine singular Strong’s #2088,
20 (i) E;f]”o““ced here, {his, his one, INUS; demonstrative adjective 2090 (& 2063)
posSIbly with the definite article BDB #260

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)

and, even, then; namely; when;

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though BDB #251

in, into, through; at, by, near, on, No Strong’s #
b® (2) [pronounced b* upon; with, before, against; by : a preposition of proximity 9
s L BDB #88
means of; among; within
‘ishshah (xwi) feminine singular noun .
[pronounced eesh- woman, wife with the 3" person Strgrllang##éEzOZ
SHAW] masculine singular suffix

mawth (nin) . . e Strong's #4191

[pronounced mooth] to die; to perish, to be destroyed: Qal infinitive absolute BDB #559

rd H

mawth (nin) to be executed, to be killed, to $ s?r?ri(l)anr mischugllne Strong's #4191

[pronounced mooth] be assassinated gu'ar, Hop BDB #559

imperfect; pausal form

Translation: ...[which] said, “Anyone touching [or, violating] this man or his wife, will surely be executed.”

Execution is the result. Now, we do not know if this statement of execution is patterned after what is said in
Genesis 2 (it is a different form of the second verb). However, this does follow the verb pattern from Genesis 2,
which suggests possibly that this man even was aware of Scripture.

Abimelech reveals great morality and accuracy in dealing with people and protects both Isaac and his wife. He
probably realizes that Isaac does have a certain in with God, which results in discipline and local devastation if the
people of that area retaliate or cause Isaac any grief.

One would think that rape, in general, was outlawed. However, it appears as though it were not. It is quite likely
that this Abimelech knew all about Abraham and knew about the blessing that Gerar received due to a relationship
with Abraham. He would have also known about the worries that his father suffered due to taking Sarah
(Abraham’s wife) into this harem. So, Abimelech declares a ban on raping this one particular woman.
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Genesis 26:11 Abimelech issued an edict to [lit., ordered] all the people, [which] said, “Anyone touching [or,
violating] this man or his wife, will surely be executed.” (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:11 Abimelech ordered his people, saying, “If anyone touches or violates this man or his wife, he will
certainly be executed.” (Kukis paraphrase)

Gill writes: that does any injury to one either by words or deeds, or behaves immodestly to the other,
or attempts to ravish her; this being sometimes used as a modest expression carnal knowledge of a
woman; or that does either of them any harm or hurt in any respect whatever.'®

Scott Grant: Abimelech, speaking of the guilt that would have been incurred by someone who had lain
with Rebekah, demonstrates moral sensitivities by the king of the ‘this place” that take Isaac by
surprise. He even acts to protect Isaac and Rebekah, raising the specter of a death sentence for
anyone who harms either of them. Isaac was worried that being straightforward would lead to his
death. Now the threat of death is applied to anyone who harms him or Rebekah. If he had been
straightforward in the first place, such protection would have been his [from the start]."™

Abimelech makes it known that Isaac is married to Rebekah and that they are not to be bothered. This tells us
that the Philistines not only had a healthy respect for marriage, but they also knew about the Jews and the God
of the Jews (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were not necessarily called Jews at this time). Abimelech knew that they
did not want to be judged by the God of Abraham and Isaac (or, they understood Abraham’s God to be the True
God).

Clarke: Death was the punishment for adultery among the Canaanites, Philistines, and Hebrews."%

Let’s look at these 3 verses: When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out
of a window and saw Isaac laughing with Rebekah his wife. So Abimelech called Isaac and said, "Behold, she
is your wife. How then could you say, 'She is my sister'?" Isaac said to him, "Because | thought, 'Lest | die
because of her.™ Abimelech said, "What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain
with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us." So Abimelech warned all the people, saying,
"Whoever touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death." Gen 26:8—-11; ESV)

Snider Summarizes Genesis 26:8-11

1. Isaac and Rebekah have spent no small amount of time in Gerar, perpetrating this lie that they are not
married.

2. Every day the pressure on Isaac would have been the same, worrying about whether or not he might die.

3 Some people put themselves under a particular test, and rather than deal with it, they keep themselves
under the same pressure day after day.

4. Isaac is under self induced misery, lying to save his own skin.
5. This manifests a lack of faith in God, by resorting to this lie to supposedly ensure his safety.
6. Isaac has received specific promises about his line; he is also related to Abraham, so he knows that he

can trust God about the future.

7. When you are under a particular test day in and day out, you ought to consider the fact that you may be
the source of your own problem.

8. There may be some issue of doctrine you have been avoiding or failing to apply which causes you to be
under constant pressure.

9.  The pressure for you, like Isaac, will not go away until the issue is dealt with.

10. After an extended period, Isaac's sex drive gets the best of him and he meets Rebekah for some intimate
recreation.

1% Dr. John Gill, John Gill’'s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:11.
1% From http:/lwww.pbc.org/system/message_files/99650/4866.pdf accessed August 2, 2015.
195 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:11.
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Snider Summarizes Genesis 26:8-11

11. He supposes that he is safely out of eyesight and begins foreplay with his wife.

12. He is spotted by the ruler of the Philistines, who may have been suspicious before this.

13. He observes them through a window doing that which brother and sister obviously do not do.

14. He formally summons Isaac to him, and interrogates him.

15. He asks Isaac what he was thinking that could have made him do such a dangerous and stupid thing.

16. Isaac replies that he was in fear of being killed, since Rebekah was such an attractive woman.

17. This is the answer of a wimp who basically says that | would rather endanger my wife than myself.

18. Abimelech delivers a well deserved rebuke, pointing out that someone may have attempted to have sex
with his wife, and that was not acceptable behavior in their kingdom.

19. The Philistines still appear to be establishment and recognize that sex with a married woman is not
acceptable behavior.

20. After dealing with Isaac, the king gives a command to the entire kingdom, stating that no one is to bother
Isaac or Rebekah in any way.

21. As the absolute ruler in the kingdom, the king has the right to make and enforce laws.

22. The purpose of laws should be to protect person, privacy and property of individuals in that kingdom.

23. He states in no uncertain terms that anyone who attempts to harm Isaac or his wife in any way will die
without fail. This means, the penalty for adultery is death.

Ron Snider, Genesis 26, accessed July 26, 2015 (edited and appended).
Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Abraham had been in the land for 25 years and had Isaac; and Isaac was 75 or older at this time. So, for at least
a period of 100 years, Abraham and/or Isaac have been in the land; and the Philistines were well aware of them
and their God.

This tells us that many of the heathen in the land were moral and feared God. However, they were not above
covetousness. This is the chink in their armor.

Now let’s take a look at this passage and at God’s promises: Gen 26:2—4 And the LORD appeared to him and
said, "Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of which | shall tell you. Sojourn in this land, and | will be with
you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring | will give all these lands, and | will establish the oath that
| swore to Abraham your father. | will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring
all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,...” And this passage reads:
Abimelech said, "What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and
you would have brought guilt upon us." So Abimelech warned all the people, saying, "Whoever touches this man
or his wife shall surely be put to death." (Gen 26:10-11; ESV; capitalized) God sees to it that Isaac is protected
and prospered. There needs to be a genetic connection between Abraham and the Lord Jesus Christ. This
cannot happen if Rebekah is taken by some heathen. God guided Isaac to a place where he and his wife would
be protected, even though Isaac is dishonest with his host. There can be no question about the line of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob (which is another reason why the other lines are followed out in a limited way).

Ballinger: The upshot of this incident was a royal decree that had the effect of securing special
protection for Isaac and Rebekah during their residency in Gerar (v. 11). He made it a capital offense
for anyone to harm/molest in any fashion Isaac and his wife during their stay there. As God had
prom{gﬁed, He was protecting and blessing them even though Isaac had sinned against his gracious
host.

19 From http:/lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
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The Jealousy of the Philistines

Vv. 12-13 are being taken together. The general idea behind v. 13 | believe is fairly obvious; however, a smooth
literal translation is not.

Isaac sowed [seed] in that land and he
discovered that year [that he reaped] a
hundredfold. Therefore Y°howah is blessing
him. So the man became great and advancing
[in life] he advances. Becoming great he
surely became very great [or, he became
greatly celebrated and valued)].

And so sows Isaac in the land the that and so
he finds in a year the that a hundred-fold. And
so blesses him Y°howah. And so becomes Genesis
great the man and so he goes going and 26:12-13
becoming great above that he became great

very.

Isaac sowed seed in that land and reaped a hundredfold, indicating that Jehovah was blessing him. So
he became great in life, making progress and advancing further. As he became great, he was greatly
celebrated and valued.

Here is how others have translated this verse:
Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so sows Isaac in the land the that and so he finds in a year the that a hundred-
fold. And so blesses him Y®howah. And so becomes great the man and so he goes
going and becoming great above that he became great very.

Targum of Onkelos And Izhak sowed unto righteousness in that land, and found in that year a hundred
for one, according to his measure. And the Lord blessed him, and the man
increased, and went forward increasing until he was very great.

Latin Vulgate And Isaac sowed in that land, and he found that same year a hundredfold: and the
Lord blessed him. And the man was enriched, and he went on prospering and
increasing, till he became exceeding great.

Peshitta (Syriac) Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year a hundredfold; and
the LORD blessed him. And the man became great, and went forward and grew
until he became very great.

Septuagint (Greek) And Isaac sowed in that land, and he found barley in that year, and reaped one
hundred fold, and the Lord blessed him. And the man prospered, and continued
prospering, till he became very great.

Significant differences: The word barley in the Greek is not found in the Hebrew (or in any of the ancient
translations).

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English Now Isaac, planting seed in that land, got in the same year fruit a hundred times as
much, for the blessing of the Lord was on him. And his wealth became very great,
increasing more and more;...

Easy English Isaac sowed seed in that country. And he harvested a hundred times as much in the
same year. The *Lord *blessed him. Isaac became rich. And he got richer and
richer. He became very rich.

Easy-to-Read Version Isaac planted fields in that place. And that year he gathered a great harvest. The
Lord blessed him very much. Isaac became rich. He gathered more and more
wealth until he became a very rich man.
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The Message
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Isaac planted crops in that land. In that same year he harvested a hundred times
as much as he had planted because the LORD had blessed him. He continued to
be successful, becoming very rich.

Isaac planted crops in that land and took in a huge harvest. GOD blessed him. The
man got richer and richer by the day until he was very wealthy.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Common English Bible

Contemporary English V.

New Berkeley Version

New Century Version

New Living Translation

Isaac's treaty with the Philistines

Isaac planted grain in that land and reaped one hundred shearim[a] that year
because the Lord had blessed him. Isaac grew richer and richer until he was
extremely wealthy.

Isaac planted grain and had a good harvest that same year. The LORD blessed
him, and Isaac was so successful that he became very rich.

Isaac sowed his crop in that land and that year he harvested a hundredfold; the
LORD blessed him. He became a rich man and continued prospering until he grew
so very wealthy,...

Isaac Becomes Rich

Isaac planted seed in that land, and that year he gathered a great harvest. The Lord
blessed him very much, and he became rich. He gathered more wealth until he
became a very rich man.

Conflict over Water Rights

When Isaac planted his crops that year, he harvested a hundred times more grain
than he planted, for the Lord blessed him. He became a very rich man, and his
wealth continued to grow.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

Beck’s American Translation

International Standard V

New Advent Bible

Translation for Translators

Then IsaAc planted grain in the land, and that year the barley produced a hundred
times [more than what he had planted]. So, Jehovah had blest him. This man was
highly regarded and he continued to prosper, so he became very wealthy.
Isaac sowed a crop in that country, and that year he reaped a hundredfold—the
LORD was blessing him. He was more and more successful till he became a very
rich man,...
Isaac Grows Wealthy
Isaac received a 100-fold return on what he planted that year in the land he
received [Lit. found], because the LORD blessed him. He [Lit. The man] became
very wealthy and lived a life of wealth [Lit. and walked], becoming more and more
wealthy.
'2|n this country, Isaac began growing crops; and in that first year they yielded a
hundredfold; such was the Lord's blessing on him. *Thus he became rich, and went
on prospering more and more, until he rose to great influence; " flocks of sheep
were his, and herds of cattle, and a great retinue. A portion of v. 14 was included
for context.

The Philistines argued with Abraham about wells
Isaac planted grain in that land that year, and he harvested a very large crop,
because Yahweh blessed him. Isaac continued to acquire more and more
possessions, until finally he became very wealthy.

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear

Isaac sowed in that land, calculating to find that year a hundredfold blessing from
Yahweh to him. The man grew, and went going and growing until he grew a
hundredfold.
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Conservapedia

Ferar-Fenton Bible

Lexham English Bible

The Book of Genesis

Isaac sowed barley in that land, and in that year he reaped a hundredfold harvest.
And the LORD blessed him. The man grew great, and went forward, and grew in
wealth until he was very great indeed.

Igaar Goes to BWashan and Elsetwhere

Isaac, however, removed from that country, and went to Bashan, he and his
possessions, and the EVER-LIVING prospered him. Thus the man traveled about and
increased until he was very great. | do not have a clue where this Bashan stuff
comes from.

And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in that [same] year a hundredfold, and
Yahweh blessed him. And the man {became wealthier and wealthier} [Literally
"became great and went, going and became great"] until he was exceedingly
wealthy.

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible (R.E.)

New Jerusalem Bible

New RSV

Then Isaac sowed in that land, and there came forth to him a hundredfold in the
same year, and Jehovah knelt down with goodness to him. And the man became
great, and walking, walked on growing greatly until he grew exceedingly great; And
to him were livestock of flocks, and livestock of herds, and abundant servants, and
the Palestinians envied him. V. 14 is included for context.

Isaac sowed a crop in that region and reaped a hundredfold the same year. Since
the LORD blessed him, he [Jb 1:3.] became richer and richer all the time, until he
was very wealthy. [26:12-33] The dispute is over water rights. In a sparsely watered
land, wells were precious and claims on water could function as a kind of claim on
the land. Scholars generally judge the account of the dispute over water rights and
its settlement by a legal agreement between Isaac and Abimelech to be a Yahwist
version of the similar story about Abraham in 21:22-34. Here, Abimelech realizes
that Isaac has brought blessing to his people and thus desires a covenant with him.
The feast in v. 30 is part of the covenant ceremony.

Isaac sowed his crops in that country, and that year he reaped a hundredfold.
Yahweh blessed him and the man became rich; he prospered more and more until
he was very rich indeed.

Isaac sowed seed in that land, and in the same year reaped a hundredfold. The
Lord blessed him, and the man became rich; he prospered more and more until he
became very wealthy.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

Yitz'chak planted crops in that land and reaped that year a hundred times as much
as he had sowed. ADONAI had blessed him. The man became rich and prospered
more and more, until he had become very wealthy indeed.

Then Yischaq seeds in that land

and in the same year finds a hundredfold:

and Yah Veh blesses him.

And the man greatens

and in walking, he walks;

and in greatening, he greatens:...

Isaac farmed in the area. That year, he reaped a hundred times [as much as he
sowed], for God had blessed him.

This was the beginning of his prosperity. He then continued to prosper until he
became extremely wealthy.

Then Yitzchak sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and
Hashem blessed him. And the man became very prosperous, and went forward,
and grew until he became gadol me'od:...
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Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

The Expanded Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

The Pulpit Commentary

The Voice

Then Isaac sowed seed in that land and received in the same year a hundred times
as much as he had planted, and the Lord favored him with blessings. And the man
became great and gained more and more until he became very wealthy and
distinguished;...

Isaac Becomes Rich

Isaac planted seed in that land, and that year he gathered -a great harvest [-a
hundredfold]. The Lord blessed him very much, 13 and -he ['the man] became rich.
He -gathered more wealth [grew richer and richer] until he became a very rich man.
Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold; and
the Lord blessed him. That was an extraordinary blessing of the Lord that Isaac
literally found a hundred measures for every measure of grain sowed by him. And
the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great.
There was no stop, no interruption in his progress in accumulating wealth.

When Isaac planted in that land, he reaped in the same year a hundred times what
he had sown [Heb "a hundredfold."], because the Lord blessed him [This final
clause explains why Isaac had such a bountiful harvest.]. The man became wealthy
[Heb "great." In this context the statement refers primarily to Isaac's material wealth,
although reputation and influence are included.]. His influence continued to grow
[Heb "and he went, going and becoming great." The construction stresses that his
growth in possessions and power continued steadily.] until he became very
prominent.

And the man waxed great, like his father before him (cf. Genesis 24:1, Genesis
24:35) and went forward, literally, went going, the verb followed by the infinitive
expressing constant growth or progressive increase (cf. Genesis 8:3 Genesis 12:9;
Jude 1:4:24) and grew until he became very great any other farmer would who
reaped such harvests" ("Land and Book").

'2 |saac settled in and made a place for himself in the land, sowing seeds and
reaping one hundred times what he had planted that year. The Eternal One indeed
put a blessing on him, "®and Isaac became very rich. He prospered more and more
until he became enormously wealthy.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version

English Standard V. — UK

H. C. Leupold

New King James Version

Third Millennium Bible

And sowing is Isaac in that land and is finding in that year a hundredfold of barley.
And blessing him is Yahweh. And great is growing the man. And going is he to go
on and grow greater, till he is great exceedingly.

And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. The Lord
blessed him, and the man became rich, and gained more and more until he became
very wealthy.

(b) His Prosperity (v. 12-17)

And Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped that year a hundred fold; and so Yahweh
blessed him. And the man prospered and kept right on and prospered until he was
exceedingly prosperous.

'2Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and
the Lord blessed him. > The man began to prosper, and continued prospering until
he became very prosperous; 'for he had possessions of flocks and possessions
of herds and a great number of servants. A portion of v. 14 was included for
context.

Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year a hundredfold; and
the LORD blessed him. And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew
until he became very great.
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Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)

The Book of Genesis

And Isaac sows in that land, and finds in that year a hundredfold, and Jehovah
blesses him; and the man is great, and goes on, going on and becoming great, till

that he has been very great.

God greatly blesses Isaac in the land.

Genesis 26:12a

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
to scatter, to disperse [seed], to
zara' (raN) [pronounced : sow, to produce [seed], to yield 3" person masculine Strong's #2232
zaw-RAH] [seed]; metaphorically fo sow singular, Qal imperfect BDB #281

[justice, injustice, good, evil]

Yis°chaq ('wnp)
[pronounced yihs®-
KHAWK]

he laughs; laughing;
transliterated /saac

masculine singular
proper noun

Strong’s #3327 &
#3446 BDB #850

b® (2) [pronounced b*

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,
upon; with, before, against; by
means of; among; within

a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s #
BDB #88

‘erets (NQy) [pronounced
EH-rets]

earth (all or a portion thereof),
land, territory, country, continent;
ground, soil; under the ground
[Sheol]

feminine singular noun
with the definite article

Strong's #776
BDB #75

hiy’ (n'x) [pronounced
hee]

she, it; also used as a
demonstrative pronoun: that, this
(one)

Translation: Isaac sowed [seed] in that land...

3" person feminine
singular, personal
pronoun; sometimes the
verb js, is implied

Strong’s #1931
BDB #214

Isaac either was a farmer or he became a farmer. You may recall that Abraham, his father, appeared to be more
of a rancher; and that Ishmael, his older half brother, became a great hunter. Isaac probably began as a
herdsman and rancher, and here he appears to branching out into farming. Although there is no indication that
he had a knack for farming, here, he appears to. Obviously, this is a result of God’s blessing him.

Isaac is the only patriarch who is said to plant crops.

This appears to be the first time that farming is specifically spoken of in Scripture. | cannot think of a previous
instance.'"’

197 Coffman points this out, citing H. M. Morris.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)

Genesis 26:12b

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

148

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
matsa’ (nyx) to attain to, to find, to detect, to
[pronounce d maw- happen upon, to come upon, to 3" person masculine Strong’s #4672
P find unexpectedly, to discover; to: singular, Qal imperfect BDB #592

TSAW]

meet (encounter)

To find, to discover is used to mean to receive, to obtain."®

b® (2) [pronounced b*

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,
upon; with, before, against; by

a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s #

means of; among; within BRIt
SN (), ear feminine singular noun SErEB Al
[pronounced shaw-NAW] y 9 BDB #1040

Shanah repeated with the béyth preposition in between indicates a circle or a return; the idea is, this means
yearly. See Deut. 15:20 1Samuel 7:16.

Because of the demonstrative adjective that follows, this is not necessarily the case here.

she, it; also used as a

3" person feminine

hiy’ (n'x) [pronounced ; ) . singular, personal Strong’s #1931

hee] demonstratlve(([));c;?oun. el s pronoun; sometimes the BDB #214
verb is, is implied

mé’ah (nxn) one hundred, a hundred, feminine singular Strong’s #3967

[pronounced may-AW] hundred numeral BDB #547
sha‘ar (wy)) . :

o _{unit off measure, 100 measures; . Strong’s #8180

[pronounced SHAH _fold masculine plural noun BDB #1045

gahr]

Translation: ...and he discovered that year [that he reaped] a hundredfold.

His first year of farming that land was very successful. Isaac had a bountiful crop. Here it says he discovered or
came upon, much to his surprise, a hundredfold. This simply suggests that his venture into farming was quite
successful, beyond what even he expected.

A hundredfold appears to simply represent maximum crop production (Matthew 13:8). Even though in other
ancient writings, Herodotus speaks of two-hundredfold and three-hundredfold'®; the Bible speaks only of a
hundredfold as the upper limit of production.

It is possible that a hundredfold is simply an ancient way of saying 100%; all the seed planted by Isaac produced
plants.""® Then tenfold and fiftyfold would refer to 10% and 50% respectfully. A hundredfold would be impressive

108 Figures of Speech Used in the Bible; E. W. Bullinger; @originally 1898; reprinted 1968 Baker Books; p. 630.
109 See Ellicott for examples. From http://biblehub.com/commentaries/genesis/26-12.htm accessed August 1, 2015.
19 did not see this explanation anywhere else; but it makes the most sense.
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for a new farmer, like Isaac. Understanding hundredfold in this way makes a great deal of sense. Perhaps
Herodotus was exaggerating?

This would be quite impressive for a novice (we have no idea as to Isaac’s background in farming). In v. 14, it will
be clear that God has blessed his livestock as well.

Abraham was also very successful in his chosen field, which was being a rancher.

God does not guarantee that all believers will be rich; nor can we assume that all successful people are believers
in Jesus Christ. God does work in our souls (through the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine) to make us
able to enjoy and be at peace with all circumstances.

Application: | know one woman who owns several expensive properties, and every time | have seen her, she
appears angry, frustrated and unhappy. Houses which she owns as rentals, many people would regard as their
dream home. But she does not seem the least bit happy. Having wealth, power, influence, and property is not
the same as being happy.

Genesis 26:12c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
R : No Strong’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive
) BDB #253
consequently; because

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

to invoke God, to praise, to
celebrate, to adore, to bless

. i rd i
barak® (727) [God]; to bless [men], to invoke 3™ person masculine

[pronounced baw- blessings; to bless [as God, man: singular, Piel imperfect; Strong’s #1288
P = and other created things], with the 3™ person BDB #138
RAHK?] : : .
therefore to cause to prosper, toi masculine singular suffix
make happy; to salute anyone
[with a blessing]; to curse
[ ronu\r:cl-:li\a/l\’:iﬂn(ligméssibl transliterated variously as rODer Noun Strong’s #3068
P POSSIBY % Jehovah, Yahweh, Yehowah prop BDB #217
yhoh-WAH]

Translation: Therefore Y®howah is blessing him.

So that there is no misunderstanding, all of this is based upon grace. God graced Isaac out. He did not earn it;
he did not deserve it. God just poured and poured blessing upon him.

Matthew Henry: [Isaac] had no land of his own, but took land of the Philistines, and sowed it; and (be
it observed for the encouragement of poor tenants, that occupy other people's lands, and are honest
and industrious) God blessed him with a great increase. He reaped a hundred fold; and there seems
to be an emphasis laid upon the time: it was that same year when there was a famine in the land;
while others scarcely reaped at all, he reaped thus plentifully.™

Genesis 26:12 Isaac sowed [seed] in that land and he discovered that year [that he reaped] a hundredfold.
Therefore Y®howah is blessing him. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

" Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:12—25.
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Isaac is not blessed because he lied to Abimelech. He is blessed because of his relationship with God, despite
his shortcomings. Legalists have a very difficult time with this. They want to see when someone else has sinned
for God to beat down on him.

After Isaac gets all of this straightened out, then God blesses him. Once the deception is done and over with, God
multiplies Isaac’s crops. Here is what God promises in times of national discipline (or geographic discipline):
Psalm 37:18-20 Jehovah knows the days of the upright, and their inheritance shall be forever. They shall not be
ashamed in the evil time, and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. But the wicked shall perish, and the
enemies of Jehovah shall be as prized lambs; they are consumed; like smoke they vanish.

Robert Dean: One of the problems that we have today is that we have been guilty of distorting the
whole concept of blessing. It is such and overused terms today and we hear it all the time, even on
the lips of unbelievers who have no idea of what it means. Blessing refers to the provision of inner
happiness and stability for a believer or any individual, and it may be physical or financial, and it may
be spiritual. We can be blessed because God gives us testing and adversity. That gives us a
tremendous opportunity to trust Him, to apply doctrine and to grow spiritually. What we have today
is a culture that is so material-oriented that we think of blessing only in terms of dollar signs, only in
terms of what kind of car we drive, what kind of house we live in, what kind of furniture we have, and
that is how people define blessing. We live in a world where people want to use Jesus just to further
their own agenda. The reality is that God's blessing for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has nothing to do
with who they are or what they have done. That is the point. It has everything to do with His promise
in the Abrahamic covenant. And that is the same thing that is true for believers in the church age.
God's promise of blessing to us is based on our position in Christ, so that Paul says in Ephesians 1:3
that we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. It has already
happened and it not something we have to learn how to tap into, to learn the secret code prayer in
order to have God shower these blessings upon us. It has already happened; it all happened at the
point of salvation when we were identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. All these
things are given to us at the instant of our salvation. The issue is spiritual growth developing capacity
for blessing so that we eventually experience these as we grow and advance. It has to do with the
sovereign purpose of God and not what we do. It has to do with possession of the perfect
righteousness of Christ. It is that righteousness that is the basis for blessing, not what we do."?

There are a great many people who are jealous without reason. They don’t work; or they work very little. Often,
they spend their extra time chasing fun (drinking, drugs, women); and do little by way of looking ahead into their
own future. Yet, when they see someone who is industrious, and that person is blessed, they become envious
of his material wealth.

The Pulpit Commentary: As there is no harvest without a seed—time, so there is no increase of wealth
without the putting forth of personal labor in its acquisition (cf. Proverbs 10:4 13:4 28:19)."" | will
guarantee you that Isaac is not sitting in a hammock, watching the butterflies. Work is an integral part
of a person’s life. Itis as necessary as air and water. Those who don’t work end up with a great many
problems.

Interestingly enough, the only commandment which is strictly mental is, You will not covet. This should indicate
just how important this commandment is (it is also the longest and most detailed commandment).

Application: People do not understand other people. For instance, it is in the DNA of the Koch brothers or of
Donald Trump to take risks and to make money. Itis what they do, and they make decisions which are compatible
with increasing their own wealth. It has nothing to do with greed,; it is simply what they do.

"2 Erom http://phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen120.htm accessed July 26, 2015 (slightly edited).

"3 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis
26:12.
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Application: | know that the Koch brothers give a great deal of their wealth away, and | would guess that the
same thing is true of Donald Trump; but making large sums of money is partially in their DNA and it is partially the
blessing of God. Being jealous of their wealth is a sin and a waste of time. Trying to take away their wealth by
force is going to result in them figuring out a way to keep their wealth. This is going to be true of any large
corporation or of any wealthy individual. In most cases, when these men give away money to charities, they will
look for charities which are well run and compatible with their own norms and standards. None of them give
money as charity to the government. Even rich liberals do not do that.

Application: When the government attempts to confiscate . L
their money through excessive taxation, rich and successful | Anytime a political movement

men will react to that like they react to any business problem; encourages mental attitude
and if it requires them to move, they will do that as well.

They will make smart, business decisions. They weigh their | SINS, You know you are in the
options and act accordingly. wrong movement.

Application: Anytime a political movement encourages

mental attitude sins, you know you are in the wrong movement. When the Democratic party encourages you to
be envious of those with great wealth and for you (or your political representatives) to determine how much wealth
they ought to have, you know you are in the wrong place. Obviously, wealthy people should be generous with the
blessings which God has given them—but this is a free will choice that they make. You do not get any points from
God if you vote for a higher tax rate for those in a higher tax bracket.

In this case, Isaac has grown up in this business of farming and livestock; and, on top of that, God blesses him
tremendously. Being jealous of his prosperity does not help anyone or anything. This is why covetousness
(feeling or showing a very strong desire for something that you do not have and especially for something that
belongs to someone else) is a sin.

Genesis 26:13a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
1 (e o) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive N SIS
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
to be [become] great; to grow; to
gadal (a77) [pronounced : be greatly valued [celebrated, 3" person masculine Strong’s #1431
gaw-DAHL praised]; to twist together, to singular, Qal imperfect BDB #152
bind together
aman. a husband: anvone: a masculine singular noun
‘fysh (x'w) [pronounced .’ ) ; anyone, (sometimes found where Strong's #376
certain one; each, each one,
eesh] we would use a plural) BDB #35
everyone ) e )
with the definite article

Translation: So the man became great...

Isaac is living in some land not far from Gerar, with the king’s blessing, and he became a great man. That
suggests that many of the people of this land saw him as very successful, which he was.

Application: Let me also suggest that, when someone is prosperous, there are also those who do not like this.
They do not want someone to appear to be too successful. This is a violation of the 10" commandment.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

Genesis 26:13b

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,
consequently; because

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

152

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #253

halak® (n'7]) [pronounced
haw-LAHK?]

to go, to come, to depart, to
walk; to advance

3 person masculine
singular, Qal imperfect

Strong’s #1980 (and
#3212) BDB #229

halak® (n'7]) [pronounced
haw-LAHK?]

to go, to come, to depart, to
walk; to advance

Qal infinitive absolute

Strong’s #1980 (and
#3212) BDB #229

The infinitive absolute has four uses: @ when found alone, it sometimes acts as an English gerund, so that we
may add ing to the end of the verb; ® When found directly before its verbal cognate, it serves to intensify or
strengthen the action or the meaning of the verb which follows; ® When it follows its cognate verb, it
emphasizes the duration or the continuation of the verbal idea; and, @ it is sometimes used as a substitute for

a finite verb form."*

Translation: ...and advancing [in life] he advances.

Isaac advanced greatly in life. This does not mean that he did a lot of walking or that he departed from this land;
it simply indicates that he continued advancing in life, as we see in the 3" use of the infinitive absolute above.

This word halak® (n'77) [pronounced haw-LAHK?®], which means, to go, to come, to depart, to walk; to advance; is
found in several important verses in this chapter. Strong’s #1980 (and #3212) BDB #229.

We don’t really know much about Isaac and his spiritual growth. However, this passage suggests that he did grow

spiritually.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)

Genesis 26:13c

Common English Meanings

and, even, then; namely; when;

Notes/Morphology

simple waw conjunction

BDB and Strong’s #
No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though BDB #251
o in masculine singular ,
gadél (a17) [pronounced . Strong’s #1432
gaw-DAIL] to become great, to grow up participle/verbal BDB #152

adjective

The difference between this and the masculine singular, Qal perfect verb is the vowel point, which should be
a Pattach ( ), butis, in the text, a Tséréy ( ), a difference which did not exist in the original manuscript (there
were no vowel points in the original manuscript). Given how close these are, we might assume this was merely
a slip of the pen—however, we find this same slip of the pen in at least 3 other passages (Genesis 26:13
2Chronicles 17:12 Ezekiel 16:26). Therefore, we must give some stock to the idea that we do have a different
word here with the same consonants (making it indistinguishable in the original, Pre-Massoretic, Hebraic text).
BDB also suggests that it is a masculine participle, which makes even more sense.

‘al (v7) [pronounced
dahl

upon, beyond, on, against,
above, over, by, beside

preposition of proximity

Strong’s #5921
BDB #752

"4 Biblical Hebrew; Page Kelley; William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., ©1992, pp. 184—185.
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Genesis 26:13c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
- explanatory conjunction; Strong's #3588
kiy (2*) [pronounced kee] when, that, for, because : preposition BDB #471

| cannot find a proper meaning for the combination of these two particles; however, they are rendered but for
(NASB); surely, for (Young); yea, for (KJV); yet, for (NKJV); because (ESV, HCSB, LTHB, KJV, MKJV, NASB,
NRSV, WEB); because that (Young). Translations taken from Judges 3:12 Psalm 44:22.

to be [become] great; to grow; to

gadal (a77) [pronounced : be greatly valued [celebrated, 3" person masculine Strong’s #1431
gaw-DAHL praised]; to twist together, to singular, Qal perfect BDB #152
bind together
m®odd (nxT) [pronounced : exceedingly, extremely, greatly, adverb Strong’s #3966
m°®-ODE] very BDB #547

Translation: Becoming great he surely became very great [or, he became greatly celebrated and valued].

We have a repetition that Isaac continued to become great; in fact, he became very great. Again, many would
have seen him as a valued member of that community; many would praise him and value him.

You will note, after Isaac got things straight with Abimelech (that is, he was honest with Abimelech), then he began
to experience great prosperity. Prior to this, he had been dishonest with Abimelech about his wife; but now that
was dealt with.

At the same time, success breeds detractors, and whenever a person is successful, there is always the possibility
that some will try to take him down.

Genesis 26:13 So the man became great and advancing [in life] he advances. Becoming great he surely became
very great [or, he became greatly celebrated and valued]. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:12—-13 Isaac sowed [seed] in that land and he discovered that year [that he reaped] a hundredfold.
Therefore Y®howah is blessing him. So the man became great and advancing [in life] he advances. Becoming
great he surely became very great [or, he became greatly celebrated and valued]. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:12-13 Isaac sowed seed in that land and reaped a hundredfold, indicating that Jehovah was blessing
him. So he became great in life, making progress and advancing further. As he became great, he was greatly
celebrated and valued. (Kukis paraphrase)

Vv. 26:13 read: Isaac sowed [seed] in that land and he discovered that year [that he reaped] a hundredfold.
Therefore Y®howah is blessing him. So the man became great and advancing [in life] he advances. Becoming
great he surely became very great [or, he became greatly celebrated and valued]. This fulfills God’s promise to
Isaac, from v. 3: “Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring
| will give all these lands, and | will establish the oath that | swore to Abraham your father.” (ESV; emphasis mine)
All of the you’s in v. 3 as masculine singular suffixes; so God is speaking to Isaac specifically.

This general approach is found throughout the history of Israel. Moses told the people: “You shall walk in all the
way that the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that
you may live long in the land that you shall possess.” (Deut. 5:33; ESV) David charged his son Solomon: "l am
about to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, and show yourself a man, and keep the charge of the LORD your
God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is
written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn, that the LORD may
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establish his word that he spoke concerning me, saying, 'If your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk
before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’
(1Kings 2:2—4; ESV)

Take a look back at Genesis 24:34—-35 "I am Abraham's servant," he said. "The LORD has greatly blessed my
master, and he has become rich. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female slaves, and
camels and donkeys.” God is not stingy with His blessings. Psalm 112:1—6 Hallelujah! Happy is the man who
fears the LORD, taking great delight in His commandments. His descendants will be powerful in the land; the
generation of the upright will be blessed. Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness
endures forever. Light shines in the darkness for the upright. He is gracious, compassionate, and righteous.
Good will come to a man who lends generously and conducts his business fairly. He will never be shaken. The
righteous will be remembered forever. God blesses His Own. The examples given are material blessings, and
there are all kinds of blessings in life besides material blessings.

This does not mean that God always blesses growing believers with material blessings. In this life, there are a
myriad of categories of blessings. In the United States, although most people do not realize this, we have been
greatly blessed materially. The lifestyle of the average person in the United States is the greatest lifestyle known
to mankind, with our balance of material blessings and freedom.

Let’s take a closer look at this situation:

God Blesses Isaac (and the Growing Believer) During a Crisis

Obviously God deals with Isaac on the basis of his salvation, on the basis of grace and because of his father,
Abraham. God does not severely punish Isaac. Some people have a hard time understanding that; however,
there will be times when we deserve nothing from God; and then His blessings will overflow to us. He can deal
with us in grace because Jesus Christ has died on our behalf on the cross. Even though the church age is
sometimes called the age of grace, God has always dealt with His saved in grace.

I want you to notice one other thing: Isaac moved to Gerar while there was a famine in the Negev. Now,
although it is not clearly during that same time period, it appears as though Isaac is enjoying great blessing
while his general area is facing famine. God is able to bless us, no matter what is occurring all around us.
However, do not misapply this. Do not think that, under national judgment or disaster that you will automatically
not suffer any hardship. That is not what we are to glean from this passage. God can and He does bless His
own in the midst of a judgment; however, we are not guaranteed to be free of this judgment.

One of the difficult concepts of Scripture is that of a corporate witness. A nation, a marriage and a family can
all be corporate withesses for Jesus Christ. This means that, as a corporation, sometimes the members will
be judged and sometimes they will be blessed as a corporate unit. Now, this does not mean that, being part
of a particular nation or city that you will face exactly what everyone else’s faces within that corporate unit—in
our example here, Isaac seems to be enjoying great blessing in the midst of a famine—but, quite often, we are
treated as a part of a corporate unit.

Let me try to be a little more specific. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, but you have forsaken Bible class
and spiritual growth, you might be emblematic of what is wrong with your corporate witness (as the member of
a family, as the citizen of a particular city, state or nation); and you can expect to be judged in a manner
consistent with the judgment laid upon the corporation that you are a part of. So, you may be a part of a
community which suffers some natural disaster—fire, hurricane, tornadoes—and what you suffer will be typical
of your community.

However, if you are a growing believer, consistent in your intake of doctrine, then one of two things will occur,
when those in your periphery are judged (or blessed): (1) like Isaac, you may enjoy great blessing, despite what
is going on around you; or, (2) you may enjoy suffering for blessing, as a part of this community. In the latter
case, you are not under discipline, you have not done anything wrong, but you are either being tested to
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God Blesses Isaac (and the Growing Believer) During a Crisis

accelerate your growth or you are being placed under pressure as a witness to those around you. Let me
continue with this tangent: during a national judgment (or a judgment on your community), you cannot always
expect to emerge unscathed. In fact, those around you may resent you greatly if that is the case, thus rendering
your witness ineffective. Sometimes, you have to witness to these people from their level of suffering. In either
case, God will see to your needs and God will bless you. However, just recognize that this may or may not
include being blessed a hundredfold, as Isaac is blessed here.

God obviously blesses Isaac; and it will be clear near the end of this chapter that He withdrew His blessing from
the Philistines when Isaac moved away.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Clarke gives the very literal translation: And the man was Great; and he went, going on, and was
Great, until that he was exceeding Great.'"®

Ballinger: The Hebrew of this verse literally says: "and the man became great (rich), and he continued
to grow rich until he became exceedingly wealthy." "'®

For some people, this is the worst thing in the world for them to observe. They see someone enjoying great
prosperity and it rankles them. It makes them angry.

Clarke later talks about the process of a man in the ancient world becoming great: But the blessings
which God promises are such as spring from the soil. Isaac sowed in the land, and had possessions
of flocks and herds, and great store of servants (Genesis 26:12—14). Commerce, by which nations
and individuals so suddenly rise and as suddenly fall, had not been then invented; every man was
obliged to acquire property by honest and persevering labor, or be destitute. Lucky hits, fortunate
speculations, and adventurous risks, could then have no place; the field must be tilled, the herds
watched and fed, and the proper seasons for ploughing, sowing, reaping, and laying up, be carefully
regarded and improved. No man, therefore, could grow rich by accident. Isaac waxed great and went
forward, and grew until he became very great (Genesis 26:13). Speculation was of no use, for it could
have no object; and consequently many incitements to knavery and to idleness, that bane of the
physical and moral health of the body and soul of man, could not show themselves. Happy times!
when every man wrought with his hands, and God particularly blessed his honest industry. As he had
no luxuries, he had no unnatural and factitious wants, few diseases, and a long life."""

Although Clarke makes some very good points, God has to cooperate. There needs to be rain upon the soil and
that which was planted. Sometimes it is a matter of time and place. Remember that, prior to this, Isaac had come
out of an area suffering from a drought (called a famine in the Bible). He did not move very far in order to come
to a place where he was blessed and prospered. My point is, Clarke is generally correct here; but God’s grace
cannot be eliminated from the equation, even in the ancient world.

| have worked all of my life,""® and, over time, have become quite successful. However, | also recognize that
success could leave me in an instant. | do not have some magical powers or great brilliance so that | have
insulated myself from tribulation—the are innumerable things which could have which could reverse my prosperity.
| recognize that it is God’s grace that | am where | am today.

15 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:13.

"8 From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen26.htm accessed July 23, 2015.
"7 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:35.

"8 Which is what God expects of all people.
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It is at this point in the narrative where we find out what will destroy the Philistine people:

Genesis 26:14 And he had possession of flocks and possession of herds, and many servants. And the Philistines
envied him.

So far, this is what we have studied:

Gen. 26:1-5 Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in the days of Abraham.
And Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines. And the LORD appeared to him and said, "Do not
go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of which | shall tell you. Sojourn in this land, and | will be with you and | will
bless you, for | will give all these lands to you and to your offspring, and | will establish the oath that | swore to
Abraham your father. | will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and | will give to your offspring all these
lands. And by your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because Abraham obeyed My voice and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws."

Note that, although God is making these promises to Isaac, they are based upon what Abraham has done. God
does not tell Isaac that he obeyed His voice. Abraham was a great believer; Isaac, not so much.

Genesis 26:6—-13 And Isaac lived in Gerar. And the men of the place asked about his wife. And he said, “She is
my sister.” For he feared to say, “She is my wife; lest the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah, because
she was beautiful of form.” And when he had been there a long time, it happened that Abimelech king of the
Philistines looked out through the window, and saw; and behold! Isaac was laughing with Rebekah his wife. And
Abimelech called Isaac and said, “Listen! She surely is your wife. And why did you say, She is my sister?” And
Isaac said to him, “Because | thought that | might die because of her.” And Abimelech said, “What is this you have
done to us? One of the people might have lain with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.” And
Abimelech charged all his people, saying, “He that touches this man or his wife will surely be put to death.” Then
Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year a hundredfold. And Jehovah blessed him. And the man
[Isaac] became great. And he went forward and grew until he grew very great.

Isaac lied to his gracious host about Rebekah. She was not his sister but his wife; and he explained that he was
worried that the Philistines would take her and kill him. However, once Isaac was there, and the truth was out,
then God blessed Isaac greatly. Even though the text says that Isaac’s wealth increased a hundredfold, that does
not mean that his wealth increased exactly (or even approximately) by a factor of 100. The Bible does use
hyperbole and the Bible uses a variety of figures of speech. However, he is prospered to such a great degree that
all of his Philistine neighbors notice it. Furthermore, we have already discussed this term and suggested that it
means that 100% of the seed that Isaac planted grew into plants.

Notice that Isaac being blessed did not mean that God took away material benefits from the Philistines. There
is not this big pie and Isaac found himself with most of it; the Philistines now having less of it. The pie grew larger;
and Isaac reaped a hundredfold; and, because Isaac was among the Philistines, they received greater blessings
as well. However, they were not prospered a hundredfold, so, even though their wealth increased, it did not
increase as quickly or as dramatically as Isaac’s wealth. By comparison, the Philistines believed that they got the
short end of the stick.

It is as if you live in a nice house, and you could afford to re-do your bathroom and kitchen; but then, right next
door, your neighbor adds a second story to his house—by comparison, you don’t feel like you are doing very well.
This is why God warns us not to covet that which our neighbor has. You can always find a neighbor who appears
to be doing better than you are.

Isaac [lit., he] had herds of (smaller) livestock
Genesis and herds of cattle as well as a large
26:14  household [staff]. Therefore, the Philistines
envied him.

And so is to him a herd of small livestock and
a herd of cattle and a household great. And so
envy him the Philistines.
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Isaac had great herds of cattle and smaller livestock, as well as a huge household staff. For this reason,
the Philistines envied him.

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so is to him a herd of small livestock and a herd of cattle and a household
great. And so envy him the Philistines.

Targum of Onkelos And he had flocks of sheep, and herds of cattle, and great cultivation; and the
Philistaee envied him.

Latin Vulgate And he had possessions of sheep and of herds, and a very great family. Wherefore
the Palestines envying him.

Peshitta (Syriac) And he had possessions of flocks and possessions of herds and much wealth, so
that the Philistines envied him.

Septuagint (Greek) And he had herds of sheep, and herds of oxen, and many tilled lands, and the

Philistines envied him.

Significant differences: The targum has cultivation, the Syriac has wealth, and the Greek has tilled lands;
rather than household.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English For he had great wealth of flocks and herds and great numbers of servants; so that
the Philistines were full of envy.

Easy English Isaac owned *flocks and *herds. And he owned a large *household of servants. The
*Philistines were jealous of him.

Easy-to-Read Version He had many flocks and herds of animals. He also had many slaves. All the
Philistine people were jealous of him.

The Message He accumulated flocks and herds and many, many servants, so much so that the
Philistines began to envy him.

NIRV He had many flocks and herds and servants.

Isaac had so much that the Philistines became jealous of him.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Common English Bible He had livestock, both flocks and cattle, and many servants. As a result, the
Philistines envied him.

Contemporary English V. In fact, the Philistines were jealous of the large number of sheep, goats, and slaves
that Isaac owned,...

New Berkeley Version ...owning flocks and herd and a great body of servants, that the Philistines envied
him.

New Life Bible For he had flocks and many cattle and many people working in his house. The
Philistines became jealous of him.

New Living Translation He acquired so many flocks of sheep and goats, herds of cattle, and servants that

the Philistines became jealous of him.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible He owned many sheep, cattle, and many tillable lands, and the Philistines [started
to] envy him.
International Standard V He owned so many sheep, cattle, and servants that the Philistines eventually

became envious of him.
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¥ Thus he became rich, and went on prospering more and more, until he rose to
great influence; "flocks of sheep were his, and herds of cattle, and a great retinue.
And now the Philistines, out of envy, ®stopped up all the wells which the servants
of his father Abraham had dug there, filling them in with earth. Vv. 13—-15 are given
for context.

He had large herds of sheep and goats and cattle, and many slaves. Because of
that, the Philistine people envied him.

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Ancient Roots Translinear
Conservapedia
Ferar-Fenton Bible

Lexham English Bible

He had sheep livestock, oxen livestock, and legions of servants. The Palestinians
were-jealous of him.

He acquired flocks, and herds, and a great many servants, and the Avvites were
jealous of him.

He also had flocks of sheep and herds of cattle, and many servants, and the
Philistines were envious of him;...

And he possessed sheep and cattle and many servants, so that the Philistines
envied him.

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

New American Bible
New American Bible (R.E.)

New Jerusalem Bible

He acquired such flocks and herds, and so many work animals, that the Philistines
became envious of him.

He acquired flocks and herds, and a great work force, and so the Philistines
became envious of him.

He acquired flocks and herds and a large retinue. The Philistines began to envy
him.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

ExeGeses companion Bible

Judaica Press Complete T.
Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

...and he has chattel of flocks and chattel of oxen

and great servantry:

and the Peleshethiym envy him.

And he had possessions of sheep and possessions of cattle and much production,
and the Philistines envied him.

He had flocks of sheep, herds of cattle, and a large retinue of slaves.

The Philistines became jealous of him.

For he had possession of tzon, and possession of herds, and many avadim; and the
Pelishtim envied him.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible
The Expanded Bible
The Geneva Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

He owned flocks, herds, and a great supply of servants, and the Philistines envied
him.

He had so many slaves and flocks and herds that the Philistines envied him.

For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of
servants: and the Philistines envied him. The malicious always envy the graces of
God in others.

For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of
servants; and the Philistines envied him, jealous of the blessing which the Lord
poured out upon him.

He had [Heb "and there was to him."] so many sheep [Heb "possessions of sheep."]
and cattle [Heb "possessions of cattle."] and such a great household of servants
that the Philistines became jealous [The Hebrew verb translated "became jealous"
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refers here to intense jealousy or envy that leads to hostile action (see v. 15).] of
him.

For he had (literally, there was to him) possession of flocks, and possession of
herds, and great store of servants: gewrgia polla (LXX), i.e. much husbandry, the
abstract being put for the concrete, "implying all manner of work and service
belonging to a family, and so servants and tillage of all sorts" (Ainsworth); but the
reference rather seems to be to the number of his household, or domestic slaves,
plurimum familiae (Vulgate) and the Philistines envied him. The patriarch"s
possessions (mikneh, from kanah, to acquire) excited jealous feeling (from root
kana, to burn) in the breasts of his neighbors (cf. Eccles. 4:4)

He had so many flocks and herds and servants that the Philistines began to envy
him.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version
English Standard V. — UK

Green’s Literal Translation

H. C. Leupold
Third Millennium Bible
World English Bible

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)

And it is coming at his acquiring flocks and acquiring herds and many to serve, that
jealous are the Philistines of him.

He had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the Philistines
envied him.

And possessions of flocks and possessions of herds, and many slaves were his.
And the Philistines envied him.

And his property consisted of flocks and herds and many servants; and the
Philistines were envious of him.

For he had possession of flocks and possession of herds, and great store of
servants; and the Philistines envied him.

He had possessions of flocks, possessions of herds, and a great household. The
Philistines envied him.

And he has possession of a flock, and possession of a herd, and an abundant
service; and the Philistines envy him.

Isaac has so much cattle and so many servants that the Philistines are jealous of
him.

Genesis 26:14a

Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so,

that, yet, therefore, No Strong’s #

waw consecutive

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
hayah (n'n) [pronounced 2 tc)s;n’: imzsb:/;e;'t?obcicn?gfo’ 2 3" person masculine Strong's #1961
haw-YAW] 9. singular, Qal imperfect BDB #224

pass

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

directional/relational

preposition with the 3™ No Strong’s #

to, for, towards, in regards to

person masculine BDB #510
singular suffix
This means, and so he has...
it (am) |6 Iestook speeoaly | Testesnouer | swongs paras
[pronounced mik-NEH] ’ ' ’ ’ BDB #3889

flocks construct form
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Genesis 26:14a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
tsé’n (¥X]) [pronounced small cattle, sheep and goats, feminine singular Strong’s #6629
tzohn] flock, flocks collective noun BDB #3838
Also spelled ts®éwn (xxij) [pronounced tseh-OWN].
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though P J BDB #251
it sy felle uesook sectfealy | masellne shousr  suongs paras
[pronounced mik-NEH] ’ ’ ’ ’ BDB #3889
flocks construct form
baqar (ap)) [pronounced i bull, cow, ox, collectively: herd, masculine singular Strong’s #1241
baw-KAWR] cattle, oxen collective noun BDB #133

Translation: Isaac [lit., he] had herds of (smaller) livestock and herds of cattle...

Isaac was prospered in all ways. We have four nouns here which are often used for large and small livestock.
Used together in this way suggests that Isaac had a great wealth of animals. In the ancient world, this was one
sign of great wealth, and God has blessed Isaac greatly.

There are a great many rich people in the Bible, blessed by God (Abraham, Isaac, David, Solomon). At no time,
do we have God speaking to any of these men and saying, “You know what you need to do in order to be perfect?
You need to give all of your wealth away to the poor.” Liberals—many of whom care little for Christianity—have
taken one incident out of the Bible—the meeting of Jesus with the rich young ruler—and have tried to say that this
is the gold standard for Christianity. The rich young ruler came to Jesus and asked, “What good thing must | do
to be saved?” This is works. The rich young ruler wanted to know which works He needed to do in order to gain
God’s approval. Jesus dealt with him from the standpoint of legalism, and what God actually requires of him. So
Jesus begins ticking off the Ten Commandments in what appears to be a random fashion, but it is not random.
He starts with one particular commandment, then the next, then the next. Then, when the rich young ruler, is
bobbing his head up and down saying, “Yes, good teacher, | obey that commandment as well;” and the next one
to come was, “You will not covet.” That was the grand finale, insofar as the rich young ruler was concerned—he
did not have to covet anything, he could just go out and buy it. Donald Trump does not walk down the street, see
something that someone else has and desires that thing—if he wants something, he simply buys it. This is how
it was for the rich young ruler. But Jesus doubles back on the commandments, and suddenly goes to “You will
honor your mother and father.” This was a rather difficult commandment for the rich young ruler because he
apparently was not taking care of his parents and they apparently needed to be taken care of. For all we know,
his parents may have already died in poverty.

There was a legalistic gimmick in that day and age where you could declare your wealth corban (you would pass
it along to the Jewish religious hierarchy after death), so that you would not be expected to use this wealth for your
parents. Although the rich young ruler sort of nods his head to this commandment, he is not quite as enthusiastic
about it. Then, Jesus tells him, “If you would be perfect, then go sell all that you have.” Jesus knew, all of the
while, that wealth was this man’s Achilles heal. He used this man to illustrate that a person cannot be saved by
the good things that he does and the bad things that he doesn’t do.

The whole point of this was to refute the false propaganda out there that there is something inherently wrong with
having wealth. Now, if you get wealth by breaking the law or through unsavory means, that is problematic; but
if your profession ends up making you wealthy, then this is not wrong. The key in a person’s life is focus not
possessions.
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Genesis 26:14b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as P J

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

| have added as well as to the meanings of the waw conjunction just to give myself more flexibility in translating
it.

“sbaddah (va1n) household, household servants;
[pronounced g&‘.’"vlood- this could be rendered slave feminine singular noun Strong’s #5657
DAW] population, staff or servant and BDB #715
slave staff
A many, much, great (in the sense . . .
rabbah (han) of large or significant, not fem|n|r_1e s_lngular Strong's #7227
[pronounced rahb-BAW] acclaimed) adjective BDB #912

Translation: ...as well as a large household [staff].

A large or a great household means that Isaac owned a great many slaves. Isaac had farmland which was
producing a hundredfold; he probably owned vineyards; and he had a great volume of livestock, which needed
to be moved about in order to be fed and watered. All of this would require a huge staff of servants (slaves).

Genesis 26:14a-b Isaac [lit., he] had herds of (smaller) livestock and herds of cattle as well as a large household
[staff]. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Back in Genesis 16 (HTML) (PDF) (WPD), we studied the Doctrine of Slavery (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).
Because of our own history of slavery (which was illegitimate, even by Biblical standards), our society has
concluded that all slavery is wrong, and we have sought to eliminate anything which is remotely similar to slavery.
However, there are young people who come from very poor homes and countries who would become nannies or
housekeepers for very low wages, in order to save and to take themselves out of poverty. There are people who
go bankrupt who would be better served to take responsibility for their bankruptcy (let’s say from abuse of credit
cards rather than because of hospital bills) and to pay these bills off in a responsible way, by becoming a personal
servant (which was provided for by the Mosaic Law as well as by customs of that time).

Isaac had a great many slaves, and this was not necessarily a lowly job in the ancient world. If you will recall from
a previous chapter, Abraham took his most trusted and most senior servant and assigned him the responsibility
of finding a wife for Isaac. As we are told, this man actually had control of Abraham’s wealth, because he was a
man who cold be trusted.

Also in the ancient world, some slaves were advanced in this world by means of adoption. An elderly man of great
wealth would look at his children and decide, “What a bunch of bozos.” And he would adopt one of his young male
slaves as his son (he might be 25 or 30 years old), thus making him his heir. He could see potential in this young
slave far more than he could see in his own sons; and therefore, he adopted him to leave the bulk of his wealth
to.

My point here is, there is nothing wrong with legitimate slavery. lllegitimate slavery is going into some primitive
land and capturing men and making slaves of them. Legitimate slavery would be going into this same land and
offering them the option of going to another land and living as a slave (which is essentially what many foreign
services do, providing young people with the opportunity to be a housekeeper or a nanny in another country).

One of the popular issues of the day is providing a living wage. A slave/servant needed to have a living wage.
That is, he needed a place to live and enough food to eat. Obviously, this would vary by household, but quite


http://kukis.org/Genesis/Genesis16.htm
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http://kukis.org/Genesis/Genesis16.wpd
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/slavery.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/slavery.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/slavery.wpd
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obviously, a master did not want his slave to die from starvation or privation. A healthy and happy slave would
often be a more productive slave. So, for the most part, slaves received a living wage. This would be a necessity.

So Isaac was very wealthy, which included a very large staff of servants (slaves).

Genesis 26:14c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
1 (e o) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive N SIS
[pronounced wah] consequently: because BDB #253
gana’ (j7aN) [pronounced fetéirjvf :ﬁ%’;;lbigg‘gfgzgz 3" person masculine Strong’s #7065
kaw-NAW]| from (yye plural, Piel imperfect BDB #3888
This is the first occurrence of this word in Scripture.
‘éth (xn) [pronounced d?;,:c;tlf)nt:'r:;#s:;igsr?oirgl|Ofti affixed to a 3 person Strong's #853
ayth] ) téward Y10 1 masculine singular suffix BDB #84
o 1 G land of sojourners [wanderers, maspullpe plural gentlllc ]
Pelish®tly (97wn') temporary residents]: adjective (acts like a Strong’s #6430
[pronounced p°®-lish-TEE] translli)terat}é d Philistinés proper noun); with the BDB #814
definite article

Translation: Therefore, the Philistines envied him.

It is at this point where we begin to see some additional chinks in the armor of the Philistines. You will recall that
Abraham, under nearly the exact same circumstances, had come to live near Gerar, under the auspices of
Abimelech (probably a different man but with the same title); and there were some disputes, but, in general,
Abraham was given a fair shake. Here, we have those who envy wealth.

Genesis 26:14 Isaac [lit., he] had herds of (smaller) livestock and herds of cattle as well as a large household
[staff]. Therefore, the Philistines envied him. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:14 Isaac had great herds of cattle and smaller livestock, as well as a huge household staff. For this
reason, the Philistines envied him. (Kukis paraphrase)

Peter Pett: Isaac was now settled in Gerar and the famine had long passed. Good relations had been
established with the local king and he began to sow seed in expectation of a considerable stay. And
the seed prospered. We know today that this was particularly fertile land and it produced "a
hundredfold’. Moreover "Yahweh blessed him'. Everything he touched seemed to flourish. His flocks
expanded, his herds grew, and he added more and more servants to his "household', his family tribe
who were responsible for maintaining his wealth. But there is always one problem with wealth. It
produces envy in the heart of others, and that is what happened here. And so he was asked to move
on. His wealth, and the demands it made on local amenities, was causing a problem for the
inhabitants."®

Wenstrom: To envy is to feel resentful, spiteful, and unhappy because someone else possesses or
has achieved, what one wishes oneself to possess, or to have achieved. To be envious means to act

"9 From http://www.studylight.org/lcommentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=0&ch=26 accessed July 28, 2015.
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on one's jealousy since to "envy" someone is to desire to deprive another of what he has, whereas
"iealousy" desires to have the same or the same sort of thing for itself.'°

Isaac finds himself surrounded by liberals, by the 99-percenters who see Isaac as a member of the 1%, and they
believe that there is something inherently wrong that Isaac is so prosperous and they are not as prosperous.

The Politics of Envy:

God had prospered Isaac to such a point that the men of the land, the Philistines, became extremely jealous and
began to act upon their jealousy. One of the very worst mental attitude sins for a person to harbor is jealousy.
These Philistines acted upon their jealousy and, although unprovoked, began taking retaliatory measures. One
of the most valuable assets in those days was a well. As we know, Palestine is not known for its abundant lakes
and rivers, so that much of the area depends upon rain and upon wells for water. Herdsmen were absolutely
dependent upon their knowledge of the location of the wells in their vicinity and the ability to use same. Sheep
can't go but 3 or 4 days without water. There were different things which the Philistines could have done; here,
by filling up the wells, they were indicating that those of Isaac's household should move to another area. They
did not attack Isaac or his people (and possibly because they were in fear of his strength) but they did indicate by
this that they wanted him out of this area. This is not unlike burning a cross on someone's lawn.

Barnes: The amazing growth of the stranger’s wealth in flocks and herds and servants awakens the
envy of the inhabitants."

Here is the second place where problems with the Philistines are observed. The 99% were jealous of Isaac, who
had become a member of the 1% (using the liberal vernacular of today). This was not necessarily all Philistines;
but it was apparently a very large percentage of them.

Just like his father Abraham before him, God blessed Isaac with great material blessings. Now, note the mental
attitude sin: some of the Philistines envied Isaac. This is one of the greatest things wrong with the liberals of
today. They envy those who are successful and rich. They treat such people as though they have cheated others
to become successful (except for sports stars and movie and television people and liberal politicians—most liberals
do not mind that they are rich). However, if you are a liberal, and you both lust after material things and, at the
same time, despise the rich, you need to confess those sins to God—possibly every minute that they pop up. That
is a violation of the 10" commandment. Even though we are not under the Law, inordinate desire for what
someone else has is a sin (Romans 7:7). If you think money ought to be taken from the rich so that, you can have
free or less expensive welfare; or free food for your children, or whatever, that is envy.

There are always rich people and there are always people who are richer than you. In every society there are
people who are poor and people who make a million times what you do. It is a fact of life. Legally taking their
wealth and spreading it around does not necessarily improve your lot or the lot of those to whom the wealth is
spread.

Why is Isaac wealthy? God prospered him. That is what the text actually says. And God doesn’t even prosper
him because he is great; God prospers Isaac because Abraham was great and because God is great.

| should add that, by virtue of living near to Isaac, the Philistines of that area were blessed as well. However, they
were not blessed as much as Isaac was blessed, and that is what made them upset. Wealth is such a relative
thing. The poor in the United States have a litany of possessions that only the rich could afford 100 years ago
(along with many items which had not been invented yet). Yet, a march could be organized to protest the 1%, and
many of those who are poor would attend. It does not matter to them that they are wealthy compared to people

120 Erom hitp://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLESTUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (pp. 399-400); accessed July 25, 2015.
21 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 26:12—16.
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100 years ago; it does not matter to them that they are wealthy by the standards of other countries; all that matters
to them is what they can see and/or what they have been told about the wealthy. “Charley Brown makes more
money in a minute than | will make my entire life? Well, that just is not right!” The politics of envy.

As a believer, you can easily find those who are better off than you are. Most of the time, you can look down the
street or at your place of business, and there are people there who you might perceive to be better off. This
should never be an issue to you. With Bible doctrine, you can appreciate all that God has given you; you can
understand your life to be a series of great blessings (there are trials and tribulations as well).

Robert Dean: What happens when God begins to bless you? As a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
you already have blessings, so what is going to happen? You are going to be the object of attack. You
are going to become the object of Satanic attack in the angelic conflict. If you are growing and
advancing as a believer and it is obvious that God is blessing-through physical, financial or material
means, or just soul blessing (being relaxed in adversity, etc.)—people don't like it. They begin to envy
you and express jealousy, and you begin to come under attack. This happens to all of us. There are
small-minded people out there who are jealous of the fact that God seems to be blessing us, and no
matter what the circumstances are we remain relaxed and don't get ruffled because we are like the
apostle Paul who said he had learned to abound or to do without, and could do all things through
Christ who strengthened him. So here is a case where Isaac has become prosperous and the
Philistines envy him.'?

This is taken from the Doctrine of Envy (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

1. Envy is a mental attitude sin. Exodus 20:7 Galatians 5:21 1Peter 2:1

2. Envy is anti-God and anti-doctrine. Exodus 20:17 James 4:5

3.  Those who have rejected God are filled with envy and other mental attitude sins. Romans 1:22-31

4. There will always be rich and there will always be poor. There is no political or economic system which
will ever change this. Furthermore, there will always be those who are unjustly poor and those who are
unjustly rich. We live in the devil’'s world.

5. Envy means that you are out of fellowship. 1Corinthians 3:3

6. The believer needs to set aside sins like envy when moving forward in the Christian life. This moving

forward involves taking in more doctrine and rebound (naming one’s sins to God). 1Peter 2:1-5

7. Envy is often associated with a number of other mental attitude sins, including hatred, malice,
subservience to various lusts, and disobedience. Titus 3:3

8. Although hard work and being industrious is good, if you are motivated by envy—to keep up with the
Jones’s, as it were, that is a bad motivation. Eccles. 4:4

9. Good health is related to having a good mental attitude and not entertaining mental attitude sins like envy.
Proverbs 14:30

10. David warns against being envious of those who do wrong and those who are violent. Psalm 3:31 37:1

11. Asaph warns against being envious of the arrogant when they might appear to be prosperous. This
caused Asaph to stumble in his spiritual life. Psalm 73:3-13

12.  We are warned in Proverbs not to be jealous of those who do evil—they are cursed before God and have
no eternal future. Proverbs 23:17-18 24:1 -9, 19-20

13. Being envious of your neighbor is empty and striving after the wind. Eccles. 4:4

14. We do pass reasonable laws to deal with people who steal from others, whether it be a low-level thief or
a dishonest stock broker. Such laws should be just, reasonably applied, and they will help the problem,
but they will not eliminate inequity in this world. We should never pass laws which are a result of our own
envy.

15. There are many narratives in the Bible about people who are envious.

122 From http:/I[phrasearch.com/Trans/DBM/setup/Genesis/Gen120.htm accessed July 27, 2015.
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1)  Cain is envious of Abel and his relationship with God, believing God to favor Abel too much.
Genesis 4:4-8
2)  Sarai was jealous of Hagar when Hagar gave birth to Abram’s son, and these motivated her to
commit other sins. Genesis 16:5-6
3) Isaac’s problem with the Philistines is, many of them envied him because he was so successful.
Therefore, they often made life difficult for him, even though they were certainly blessed themselves
by being associated with him. Genesis 26:11-35
4)  The sisters Rachel and Leah. Genesis 30:1, 15
5) Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him. Jealousy motivated Joseph’s brothers, who eventually
trapped him with the intent of selling him into slavery. This was one of the many bad situations
which God turned to good. Genesis 37:11, 18-28
6) Miriam and Aaron were both jealous of Moses, which was their undoing; and why they were not
doing what Moses did. Num. 12:1-10
7) Jealousy motivated those who rebelled against Moses, which envy led to their deaths.
Psalm 106:16-18
16. Jealousy is used of God as an anthropopathism. Deut. 32:20-22 Psalm 78:58
17. Jesus was delivered up because of envy. Matthew 27:18 Mark 15:10
18. 1Timothy 6:3-5 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our
Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and
understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which
produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among people who are depraved
in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. (ESV)

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Envy is often a part of the unbeliever’s life (Titus 3:1-5). This leads us to the following doctrine:

1. As an aside, envy helps to explain the socialist movement in the United States.

2. Socialists have a two-pronged approach to sell their ideology:

1)  Envy towards those who have wealth; and therefore, they are seen as those who are legitimate to
plunder.

2)  False sympathy toward the poor. Whereas few would argue against taking care of the helpless;
there is the problem with making it seem as if the rich have somehow plundered the poor, and
therefore the poor have a right to the wealth of the rich. Again, this is related to envy. It has
nothing to do with social justice (or any other kind of justice); it is related to the seizure of power.

3) Inreality, those who see socialism as some sort of a cause and are envious of the so-called 1% will
not see their own personal wealth increased if socialism becomes more widespread. Itis those who
are in power who seize the wealth and seize more power. In socialism, the movement is always
toward two classes of people: the political class who rule and control most of the businesses; and
the workers, who get to split up whatever is leftover.

4)  Socialism is all about wanting power; and the ideology of socialism is sold in order to raise up some
true believers. Socialists who want power cannot simply seize it; they need those who will help
them seize it. So the concept of economic justice is sold; the concept of a fair distribution of wealth
is sold—because a revolutionary movement, whether violent or within an existing system of
government, must have adherents to help the leaders seize power. They must have true believers,
whether they themselves believe in the movement or not.

3. Our own president, on many occasions, has encouraged people to be envious (I write this in 2015,
speaking of President Obama). In every one of his state of the union speeches, and often on his college
campus speeches, he calls for more taxation of the wealthy. “They can afford to give just a little bit more.”
A political leader can always call for the wealthy to give just a little bit more, if those in his periphery are
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envious of the wealthy.

4. For the socialist and the liberal, there is often never a tax bracket that is too high. This does not put more
money into the hands of the poor; this puts more money and power into the hands of the political class
who convince you that the wealthy are just too wealthy.

5. If at any time you find yourself thinking, “You know what; those Wall Street types really make too much
money and they don’t work as hard as my gardener Pedro does. They need to be taxed a little more;”
you are either filled with envy or you have simply been brainwashed to think that government is some sort
of benevolent institution which collects money from the bad and gives it to the good. However, more
taxes is all about money and power; it has nothing to do with Pedro your gardener. If Pedro is not making
enough, then you need to pay him more.

6. No matter what you do, what political system you impose, no matter what laws you pass, there will always
be rich and there will always be poor.

7. Socialism simply transfers wealth from those who earned it (legitimately or illegitimately) into the hands
of the political class. This could be described as legal stealing.

8. So that there is no confusion here; when the taxes of the wealthy are raised and then raised again and
raised once more, this will not improve your lifestyle; you will not be better off. The political class will,
however, be better off.

9.  Similarly, in a violent overthrow of the government, when those who are demonized are killed (teachers,
doctors, businessmen, whomever), the lives of the poor does not improve one whit.

Application: Socialism encourages envy. People desire power and socialism gives rulers absolute power.
Socialism in poor countries uses envy and the poverty of people in order to point them in the direction of
socialism. However, in the United States, the biggest problem of the poor is, they are obese (unlike the poor
anywhere else). So, socialists use pure envy to motivate their people. They point to the 1% who have so much
money and so much wealth, and they just really don’t need it. Therefore, the government should just come and
take it. Those in power want to do that because most of that wealth goes into their own pockets (or into
pockets of donors, in a socialist democracy); and as they take wealth from the wealthy, the socialist leaders
become more powerful and the wealthy become less powerful. Socialist leaders cannot do this on their own.
They must have the jealousy of the people working for them.

Application: Rule of thumb—if the thrust of a political campaign is encouraging mental attitude sins (like envy
of the rich), then you should realize that is a campaign of evil—no matter how attractive the candidates may
seem.

This does not mean that there is no place for government in welfare. Some welfare is reasonable for a
government to do, and at the local level whenever possible (in a theocracy, the Bible recommends 3.3% in taxes
go to the poor. Furthermore, private charities ought to be encouraged by the government, not limited.

This is taken from the Doctrine of Envy (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

| need to merge this with my own doctrine above:

Wenstrom’s Doctrine of Envy

1. Jealousy originated in eternity past with Satan since he was resentful and intolerant suspicious of the
preincarnate Christ’s relationship with the angels and was vigilant in maintaining or guarding his influence
over the angels, therefore, jealousy is demonic since it is Satanic viewpoint. The Philistines were under
Satanic influence by being jealousy towards Isaac since jealousy is demonic in origin. James 3:13, 16
Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the
gentleness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be
arrogant and so lie against the truth. This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is
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Wenstrom’s Doctrine of Envy

earthly, natural, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil
thing.

Envy is also included in the list of sins produced by the old sin nature in both the believer and unbeliever
(Rom. 1:29; Gal. 5:21; Titus 3:3; 1 Pet. 2:1). Galatians 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality., idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which |
forewarn you, just as | have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God. Romans 13:13, 14 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.

Jealousy produces rottenness to the bones. Proverbs 14:30 A relaxed attitude lengthens a man's life;
jealousy rots it away.

Jealousy is not satisfied until it seeks its revenge. Proverbs 27:4 Wrath is fierce and anger is a flood,
but who can stand before jealousy? Proverbs 6:34—5 For jealousy enrages a man, and he will not spare
in the day of vengeance. He will not accept any ransom, nor will he be satisfied though you give many
gifts.

Jealousy leads to murder (Rom. 1:29 Gal. 5:20) and to inordinate ambition and competition (Phil. 1:15
1Tim. 6:4).

The jealousy of the Philistines towards Isaac expressed itself when they stopped up the wells his father
Abraham had dug. Eventually, this jealousy led them to deport Isaac from their land.

From http://www.gracenotes.info/BIBLE_STUDIES/GENESIS.pdf (p. 400); accessed July 25, 2015. Edited.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

And so all the wells that were dug [by] But all the wells that his father’s servants dug
servants of his father in days of Abraham his Genesis in the time of his father Abraham, the
father, stopped them up Philistines and so 26:15  Philistines stopped them up and filled them

they fill them with earth.

with debris.

The Philistines stopped up all of the wells that the servants of his father Abraham had dug when Abraham
lived on this land. They had filled them with dirt and debris.

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts:
Masoretic Text (Hebrew)
Targum of Onkelos

Latin Vulgate

Peshitta (Syriac)

Septuagint (Greek)

Significant differences:

And so all the wells that were dug [by] servants of his father in days of Abraham his
father, stopped them up Philistines and so they fill them with earth.

And all the wells which the servants of his father had digged in the days of Abraham
his father, the Philistaece stopped up and filled with earth.

Stopped up at that time all the wells, that the servants of his father, Abraham, had
digged, filling them up with earth.

For all the wells which his fathers servants had dug in the days of Abraham his
father, the Philistines had polluted them and filled them with earth.

And all the wells which the servants of his father had dug in the time of his father,
the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth.

The Syriac has polluted rather than stopped up.
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Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English Now all the water-holes, which his father's servants had made in the days of
Abraham, had been stopped up with earth by the Philistines.

Easy English (When Abraham lived in that country, Abraham's servants had dug wells there. But
the *Philistines had now filled all those wells with earth again.)

Easy-to-Read Version So the Philistine people destroyed all the wells that Isaac’s father Abraham and his

servants had dug many years before. The Philistines filled those wells with dirt.
Good News Bible (TEV) So they filled in all the wells which the servants of his father Abraham had dug while
Abraham was alive.

The Message They got back at him by throwing dirt and debris into all the wells that his father's
servants had dug back in the days of his father Abraham, clogging up all the wells.
NIRV So they stopped up all of the wells the servants of his father Abraham had dug.

They filled them with dirt.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Common English Bible The Philistines closed up and filled with dirt all of the wells that his father's servants
had dug during his father Abraham's lifetime.

Contemporary English V. ...and they stopped up the wells that Abraham's servants had dug before his death.

New Century Version So they stopped up all the wells the servants of Isaac's father Abraham had dug.
(They had dug them when Abraham was alive.) The Philistines filled those wells
with dirt.

New Living Translation So the Philistines filled up all of Isaac's wells with dirt. These were the wells that had
been dug by the servants of his father, Abraham.

The Voice (For spite, some of the Philistines filled with dirt all of the wells his father's servants

had dug in the days when Abraham was living there.)
Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible So the Philistines stopped up all the wells that his father's servants had dug in his
father's time, and filled them with dirt.

Beck’s American Translation The Philistines envied him, and they stopped up all the wells dug by the servants
of his father Abraham while he was alive, and they filled them with dirt. A portion
of v. 14 was included for context.

International Standard V They [Lit. The Philistines.] filled in with sand all of the wells that Isaac's [Lit. his]
father Abraham's servants had dug during his lifetime.

Translation for Translators ~ So all the wells that the servants of his father Abraham had dug during the time
when he was alive, the people filled up with dirt.

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Conservapedia All the wells that his father's servants had delved in the days of his father Abraham,
the Avvites had stopped up and filled with soil.

Ferar-Fenton Bible ...so the Philistines filled with earth all the wells that the servants of his father
Abraham had dug in his days.

Lexham English Bible And the Philistines stopped up all the wells that the servants of his father had dug

in the days of Abraham his father. They filled them with earth.
Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible And all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham, his
father, the Palestinians had stopped up, and filled them with dirt.
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New American Bible (R.E.)

New Jerusalem Bible

The Book of Genesis

The Philistines had stopped up and filled with dirt all the wells that his father's
servants had dug back in the days of his father Abraham. Gn 21:25-31.

The Philistines had blocked up all the wells dug by his father's servants -- in the
days of his father Abraham -- filling them in with earth.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

Now the P'lishtim had stopped up and filled with dirt all the wells his father's
servants had dug during the lifetime of Avraham his father.

For all the wells the servants of his father dug

in the days of Abraham his father,

the Peleshethiym stopped them

and filled them with dust.

They plugged up all the wells that his father's servants had dug while Abraham was
still alive, and they filled them with earth.

For all the wells which avdei aviv had dug in the days of Avraham aviv, the Pelishtim
had stopped them up, and filled them with dirt.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

The Expanded Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

Now all the wells which his father's servants had dug in the days of Abraham his
father, the Philistines had closed and filled with earth.

So they stopped up all the wells the servants of Isaac's father Abraham had dug.
(They had dug them -when Abraham was alive ['in the days of Abraham his father].)
The Philistines filled those wells with -dirt [dust].

For all the wells which his father's servants had digged in the days of Abraham, his
father, the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth. The hostilities
which grew out of the envy in the hearts of the Philistines began with their filling up
the wells at Gerar, to which Isaac held title, with earth.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Concordant Literal Version
English Standard Version
Green’s Literal Translation
H. C. Leupold

NASB

World English Bible

Young's Updated LT

The gist of this verse:

And all the wells which his father's servants had delved in the days of Abraham, his
father, the Philistines stop them up, and are filling them with soil.

(Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells that his father's
servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.)

And all the wells which the slaves of his father dug in the days of his father
Abraham, the Philistines had stopped them and filled them with dirt.

Now all the wells which the servants of his father had dug in the days of Abraham,
his father, these the Philistines stopped and filled with dirt.

Now all the wells which his father's servants had dug in the days of Abraham his
father, the Philistines stopped up by filling them [Lit and filled them] with earth.
Now all the wells which his father's servants had dug in the days of Abraham his
father, the Philistines had stopped, and filled with earth.

And all the wells which his father's servants dug in the days of Abraham his father,
the Philistines have stopped them, and fill them with dust.

Abraham’s servants had dug a number of wells in that general area, and the
Philistines filled them up with debris.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)
[pronounced weh]

Genesis 26:15a

Common English Meanings

and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple waw conjunction

Notes/Morphology
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BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

kél (5%) [pronounced
kohl]

the whole, all of, the entirety of,
all; can also be rendered any of

masculine singular
construct followed by a
definite article

Strong’s #3605
BDB #481

b®ér (ax1) [pronounced
b*-AIR]

well, pit; spring

feminine plural noun with

the definite article

Strong’s #875
BDB #91

‘asher (x¢2)
[pronounced uh-SHER]

that, which, when, who, whom

relative pronoun

Strong's #834
BDB #81

chaphar (n92)
[pronounced chaw-
FAHR]

to dig [a well or pit]; to dig for, to

search for, to search for that

which is hidden, to search by
digging; to explore

3" person plural, Qal
perfect

Strong’s #2658
BDB #343

‘ebed (va7) [pronounced

GEP-ved]

slave, servant; underling; subject

masculine plural
construct

Strong’s #5650
BDB #713

‘ab (x2)[pronounced

awv]

father, both as the head of a
household, clan or tribe; founder,
civil leader, military leader

masculine singular suffix

masculine singular noun
with the 3" person

Strong’s #1 BDB #3

b® (2) [pronounced b*

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,
upon; with, before, against; by
means of; among; within

a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s #
BDB #88

yamiym ('n'n)
[pronounced yaw-
MEEM)

days, a set of days; time of life,
lifetime; a specific time period, a
year

masculine plural
construct

Strong’s #3117
BDB #398

The construct phrase is literally in days of; and this phrase is properly rendered in the da
cept here refers to a particular time.

of, at the time of. The con

ys of, during the time

’Ab°raham (xa1nn)
[pronounced ahb"-raw-
HAWM)

father of a multitude, chief of a
multitude; transliterated
Abraham

masculine singular
proper noun

Strong’s #85
BDB #4

‘ab (x2)[pronounced

aw’v]

father, both as the head of a
household, clan or tribe; founder,
civil leader, military leader

masculine singular noun
with the 3™ person
masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #1 BDB #3

catham (onn)
[pronounced saw-
THAHM)

to stop up, to shut out; to keep
closed; to obstruct; to hide

3" person masculine
plural, Piel imperfect with
the 3 person masculine

plural suffix

Strong’s #5640
BDB #979

Pelishetiy (o%wn)

land of sojourners [wanderers,
temporary residents];

[pronounced p°®-lish-TEE]

transliterated Philistines

masculine plural gentilic
adjective (acts like a

Strong’s #6430
BDB #814

proper noun)
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Translation: But all the wells that his father’s servants dug in the time of his father Abraham, the Philistines
stopped them up...

Isaac is not living on the land that his father had lived on. It is possible that he had a place in town and a ranch
outside of town (for a man of his wealth, this is not out of the question). His father Abraham lived quite a distance
away from the city, although he did travel to Gerar.

Digging a well was often the way a person laid claim to unoccupied territory in the East. Filling up a well was, for
all intents and purposes, a declaration of war. When the Philistines did this to Isaac, the rightful heir to these
wells, that meant that they were willing to back up this act of aggression with force. There is no indication at this
time that God chose for Isaac to retaliate. A more common response to this hostile act can be observed in
2Kings 3:19, 25.

This is rather fascinating. There are those who believe that life is a zero-sum game. That is, if someone is
prosperous and makes a lot of money, then he took it from someone else. The only thing an enemy of yours
dislikes more than you is you being blessed by God. So, if you take these two things and put them together, the
end result is a lot of animosity, which is what Isaac faced here.

Believing in a zero-sum game is an evil philosophy. It is based upon greed, feelings of entitlement, and, most of
all, envy for what someone else has. These are people whose weakness is the 10" Commandment, You will not
covet. Not only do they covet, but this consumes them. They always feel as though God has given them the short
end of the stick (if they believe in God at all); they see themselves as victims, they seem themselves as someone
who is taken advantage of. They have a job which often involves minimal skills, and it upsets them that their
manager makes more than they do and that the corporation owner makes way more than they do. They seek to
redress this evil (evil in their own eyes) through lawsuits and/or a progressive tax system. Both cases are poor
ways to deal with the unequal distribution of goods, as the two entities involved here—the government and
lawyers—are going to skim off the top a hefty percentage for themselves.

Let me be clear: you will always know someone who makes more than you do or has more than you do; and, in
many cases, you will be aware of those who spend more money in a day or in a week than you will have run
through your fingers in a lifetime. The monetary success of someone else is none of your concern. Ifitis a friend,
loved one or relative, you should be happy for them; if it is someone whom you do not know, then it should mean
nothing to you. You shouldn’t feel upset about it; you should not feel jealous; it should be a non-issue in your life.

What we had here were Philistines who were quite upset over Isaac’s success. This is wrong; this is evil. This
is covetousness pure and simply (or, if you would rather, envy or jealousy).

When his father lived on the land guarded by the Philistines, the servants of Abraham had dug several wells. This
had been done in the past, and these wells were spoken of in a previous chapter. Isaac is not living here, but he
will move to this land.

Philistines had come and stopped up these wells. The context seems to indicate that not only were these wells
dug back in the day of Abraham, but the Philistines had filled them in soon thereafter.

The reason that these wells are mentioned will be clear as we go a few more verses into this chapter.

Genesis 26:15b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

éand so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore, WAaw consecutive
consequently; because :

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

No Strong’s #
BDB #253
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Genesis 26:15b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

3" person masculine
malé’ (n7x) [pronounced : to fill, to make full, to fill up, to : plural, Piel imperfect with Strong's #4390

maw-LAY] fulfill; to overflow the 3 person masculine BDB #569
plural suffix
dry earth, dust, powder, ashes,
‘aphar (vo1) [pronounced : earth, ground, mortar, rubbish; masculine singular Strong’s #6083
gaw-FAWR] dry or loose earth; debris; substantive BDB #779
mortar; ore

Translation: ...and filled them with debris.
The Philistines, perhaps jealous of Abraham as well, filled up his wells.

Genesis 26:15 But all the wells that his father’s servants dug in the time of his father Abraham, the Philistines
stopped them up and filled them with debris. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 26:15 The Philistines stopped up all of the wells that the servants of his father Abraham had dug when
Abraham lived on this land. They had filled them with dirt and debris. (Kukis paraphrase)

We have already been told that the Philistines were jealous of Isaac and how God had prospered him. We will
see how they will harass Isaac until he leaves that general area (taking with him, blessing by association). It is
reasonable to assume that this was done to Abraham after he moved off of the land near to Gerar. You will recall
that there were some disagreements about the wells which Abraham dug, and the king had to be called in to make
a judgment. However, it appears as though Abraham had moved a long time ago (and subsequently died), and
yet, the Philistines still came in, after he left, and filled in these wells.

This may seem a little irrational to you—why fill up good functioning water wells? That'’s just stupid, is it not? Not
too far back, Palestinians were given control of greenhouses built by the Jews in the Gaza strip (this is pretty close
to this same area where Abraham and Isaac live). Well, these are Jewish greenhouses, so even though they had
been legitimately purchased and turned over to the Palestinians, the Palestinians destroyed several of them.
You cannot underestimate jealousy and mental attitude anger.

Genesis 26:15 reads: But all the wells that his father’s servants dug in the time of his father Abraham, the
Philistines stopped them up and filled them with debris. This is a result of their mental attitude sins of envy and
greed (which is often mated with envy).

Various Commentators on Stopping Up the Wells (Genesis 26:15)

The Pulpit Commentary: This act, commonly regarded as legitimate in ancient warfare, was practically to Isaac
an act of expulsion, it being impossible for flocks and herds to exist without access to water supplies. It was
probably, as the text indicates, the outcome of envy, rather than inspired by fear that Isaac in digging and
possessing wells was tacitly claiming the ownership of the land.'®

123 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis
26:15.


http://www.zionism-israel.com/ezine/gaza_green.htm
http://littlegreenfootballs.com/weblog/?entry=17483_Palestinians_Loot_Burn_Destroy_in_Gaza&only
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Various Commentators on Stopping Up the Wells (Genesis 26:15)

Barnes: The digging of the well was an enterprise of great interest in rural affairs. It conferred a sort of
ownership on the digger, especially in a country where water was precious. And in a primeval state of society
the well was the scene of youthful maidens drawing water for domestic use, and of young men and sometimes
maidens watering the bleating flocks and lowing herds, and therefore the gathering center of settled life. Hence,
the envious Philistines were afraid that from a sojourner he would go on to be a settler, and acquire rights of
property. They accordingly took the most effectual means of making his abiding place uncomfortable, when they
stopped up the wells.'*

Clarke: in predatory wars it was usual for either party to fill the wells with earth or sand, in order to distress the
enemy. The filling up the wells in this case was a most unprincipled transaction, as they had pledged
themselves to Abraham, by a solemn oath, not to injure each other in this or any other respect. See Genesis
21:25-31."%

Matthew Henry: They had already shown their ill-will to his family, by stopping up the wells which his father had
digged (Genesis 26:15). This was spitefully done. Because they had not flocks of their own to water at these
wells, they would not leave them for the use of others; so absurd a thing is malice. And it was perfidiously done,
contrary to the covenant of friendship they had made with Abraham (Genesis 21:31-32).'%

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown: The same base stratagem for annoying those against whom they have taken
an umbrage is practiced still by choking the wells with sand or stones, or defiling them with putrid carcases.

Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge: In those countries, a well of water was a great acquisition; and hence, this
mode of injuring new settlers, or revenging themselves on their enemies, is still resorted to among the
inhabitants.'?®

Peter Pett: This very illuminating explanatory comment demonstrates both the attitude of these Philistine traders
to relatively powerful semi-nomadic peoples and the reason why, when Abraham had prospered in this vicinity
without it causing too much trouble, Isaac was unable to do so. T