GENESIS 32

Written and Compiled by Gary Kukis

Genesis 32:1-32 Two Camps/Jacob Returns to Canaan/He Wrestles with God

These studies are designed for believers in Jesus Christ only. If you have exercised faith in Christ, then you are
in the right place. If you have not, then you need to heed the words of our Lord, Who said, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only-begotten [or, uniquely-born] Son, so that every [one] believing [or, trusting] in Him shall
not perish, but shall be have eternal life! For God did not send His Son into the world so that He should judge the
world, but so that the world shall be saved through Him. The one believing [or, trusting] in Him is not judged, but
the one not believing has already been judged, because he has not believed in the Name of the only-begotten [or,
uniquely-born] Son of God.” (John 3:16-18). “l am the Way and the Truth and the Life! No one comes to the
Father except through [or, by means of] Me!” (John 14:6).

Every study of the Word of God ought to be preceded by a naming of your sins to God. This restores you to
fellowship with God (1John 1:8—-10). If there are people around, you would name these sins silently. If there is
no one around, then it does not matter if you name them silently or whether you speak aloud.
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Links to the word-by-word, verse-by-verse studies of Genesis (HTML) (PDF) (that is what this document is). This
incorporates 2 previous studies done in the book of Genesis. However, much of this material was thrown together
without careful editing. Therefore, from time to time, there will be concepts and exegetical material which will be
repeated, because there was no extensive editing done once all of this material was combined.

There is a second, less complete set of weekly lessons of Genesis (HTML) (PDF). Every word of that study can
be found in the word-by-word, verse-by-verse studies. This approach is more suited to the average believer.

This study makes reference to a wide-range of sources. There are quotations from doctrinal teachers, of course;
but from Catholic commentaries and from other sources as well. Wherever | found relevant truth, | quoted from
it or was inspired by it. Even though it is clear that some churches have a better concept of our reason for being
here, that does not mean that there is no truth to be found anywhere else. So, from time to time, | will quote from
John Calvin, even though | do not subscribe to 5-point Calvinism; | will quote from some Catholic sources, even
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though | believe that they are very wrong regarding Mary, the pope, apostolic succession and other such doctrines.
The intention is for this to be the most thorough and accurate study of Genesis available anywhere.

Also, it is not necessary that you read the grey Hebrew exegesis tables. They are set apart from the rest of
the study so that you can easily skip over them (based upon the suggestion of a friend). However, if you ever
doubt the translation of a word, phrase or a verse, these translation tables are then available.

Preface: After sorting things out with his Uncle Laban, Jacob nears the Land of Promise, where he will see a
large encampment of angels. What Jacob is anticipating is meeting up with his brother Esau, from whom he has
been estranged. This chapter is all about Jacob’s anticipation and worries. He gives a most marvelous prayer,
and then he falls back to his customary manipulative behavior. Finally, because Jacob has spent so much of his
life in conflict with Y®howah, he will find himself actually wrestling with the Lord for hours right before dawn.

Readers (and commentators) can be easily confused by Genesis 32, because this is Jacob acting positively
schizophrenic. On the one hand, he prays this most marvelous prayer to God; and on the other hand, he keeps
trying to solve his own problems with human viewpoint solutions. In a sense, he finds himself in conflict with
God—does he depend upon God or does he search for a human viewpoint solution to the problems in his life?
In his own soul, Jacob cannot seem to decide, does he place his faith in God or in himself? He is wrestling in his
own soul and God brings this point home by actually wrestling with Jacob in his real life. In any given
circumstance, will Jacob be guided by his sin nature or will God prevail [= Israel] over Jacob’s sin nature?

This is one of the most misunderstood chapters in Scripture. Commentators try to present Jacob entering into
spiritual maturity after seeing the angels at Mahanaim and then even more so after wrestling with the Lord. The
key to understanding this chapter is actually just the opposite. Even though God allows Jacob to see the
encampment of angels, that only takes Jacob so far in his confidence level (when he hears that Esau is traveling
with 400 men, he becomes panicked). Jacob prays a wonderful prayer to God, but then, returns to his own way
of doing things right afterwards. For this reason, God will meet with Jacob and face him off in a fight; and that
experience will give Jacob the strength to meet face to face with his brother—but it won’t be long before he fails
again. Experiences in life can only take a man so far, even if these experiences include direct contact with God.

There are many chapter commentaries on the book of Genesis. This will be the most extensive examination
of Genesis 32, where you will be able to examine in depth every word of the original text. Every attempt has been
made to make this both a complete and self-contained study. Therefore, all references, vocabulary, and related
concepts should be found within this extensive study. Easy access links to more in-depth studies of some
vocabulary words, concepts and doctrines are also provided.

Quotations:
English political theorist Algernon Sidney: God helps those who help themselves.'
Henry David Thoreau: [Most] men lead lives of quiet desperation.?

MacLaren: As water assumes the shape of any vessel into which it is put, so this great blessing comes to each
of us, moulded according to the pressure and taking the form of our circumstances and necessities.>

Martin Luther: Every man holds that this test is one of the most obscure in the Old Testament.*

" From https://len.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_helps_those_who_help_themselves accessed February 18, 2019.

2 From https:/len.wikiquote.org/wiki/Henry_David_Thoreau accessed February 18, 2019.

3 Alexander MacLaren, D. D., Litt. D., Expositions Of Holy Scripture; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-2.

4 Hard Sayings of the Bible; Walter Kaiser Jr., Peter Davids, F.F.Bruce, Manfred Brauch; InterVarsity Press; ©1996; p. 131.
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Verse-by-verse Ministry: The chief sin that Jacob is committing over and over again is prideful self-reliance.’

Arthur Pink: The same two natures are in every child of God today, the spiritual and the carnal, the one which
believes God and the other which disbelieves.® Understanding this is key to understanding Jacob, both in this
chapter and elsewhere.

Genesis 28:12 And he [Jacob] dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it!

Psalm 34:7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, and delivers them.
Psalm 91:11 For He will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.

Hebrews 1:14 Are they [angels] not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit
salvation?

Prov. 18:16 A man's gift makes room for him and brings him before the great.

Prov. 18:19 A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city, and quarreling is like the bars of a castle.
(ESV; capitalized)
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Doctrines Covered or Alluded To

Additional doctrines and links are found in Definition of Terms below.

Chapters of the Bible Alluded To and/or Appropriately Exegeted with this Chapter

Many who read and study this chapter are 1% or 2" generation students of R. B. Thieme, Jr., so that much of
this vocabulary is second nature. One of Bob’s contributions to theology is a fresh vocabulary along with a
number of concepts which are theologically new or reworked, yet still orthodox. Therefore, if you are unfamiliar
with his work, the definitions below will help you to fully understand all that is being said. Also, | have developed
a few new terms and concepts which require definition as well.

In addition, there are other more traditional yet technical theological terms which will be used and therefore
defined as well.

Sometimes the terms in the exegesis of this chapter are simply alluded to, without any in-depth explanation of
them. Sometimes, these terms are explained in detail and illustrated. A collection of all these terms is found
here: (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Definition of Terms

The Angel of the Lord [= the Angel of God] is one of the preincarnate forms of Jesus
Christ. The Angel of Jehovah is identified as Jehovah. Gen. 16:7-13 21:17-18 22:11-18
31:11-13 48:15,16 Exodus 3:2 cf. Acts 7:30-35 Ex. 13:21 14:19 Judg.2:1-4 5:23
Angel of Jehovah : 6:11-23 13:3-22 2Sam. 24:16 Zechariah 1:12-13. The Angel of Jehovah is
distinguished from Jehovah. Gen. 24:7 40 Ex. 23:20 32:34 Num. 20:16 1Chronicles
21:15-18 lIsa. 63:9 Zech. 1:12-13. See the Doctrine of the Angel of Jehovah (HTML)
(PDF) (WPD).

The Angelic Conflict is an invisible war which is taking place which involves God, the elect
Angelic Conflict i angels and the fallen angels. Man was created to resolve the Angelic Conflict. See the
Angelic Conflict (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

This is a format where the first passage can be matched to the final passage; the second

Chiasmos, passage can be matched to the second-to-the-last passage, etc. It is called a chiasmos
chiasmus; (or, chiasmus; plural is chiasmi) based upon the letter chi (X). Many times, this structure
chiasmi can be used to find the key element of the psalm or to rearrange the psalm. (Chiasmos

example) (Thomas B. Clarke) (Brad McCoy) (Biblical Chiasm Exchange)

Cosmic system thinking is a person whose thinking is influenced by the cosmic system,
Cosmic system which is the thinking of Satan. Cosmic system viewpoint is a collection of human
thinking viewpoint, lies, legalism and Satanic thinking. Cosmic system thinking opposes the
gospel, Bible doctrine, and the laws of divine establishment.

There are three stages to the faith-rest drill. (1) Stage #1: Faith claims a promise.
(2) Stage #2: Faith develops a rationale. (3) Stage #3: Faith draws a doctrinal conclusion.

Faith Rest Drill Doctrine of Faith-rest (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). Doctrine of the Faith-rest Drill
(Cherreguine Bible Doctrine Ministries); (Divine Viewpoint.com); (Robert
McLaughlin).

Human Man’s thinking apart from Bible doctrine. See Human Viewpoint versus Divine

Viewpoint Viewpoint (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).
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Definition of Terms

Documentary
Hypothesis (also
known as JEPD
Theory)

Documentary Hypothesis simply asserts that the Pentateuch was not authored by Moses
but written 1000 years (give or take) after Moses by several authors who wrote portions
here and there and then other men have performed extensive revisions and editing after
them. See the Doctrine of Documentary Hypothesis (HTML) (PDF) (WPD). Josh
McDowell did an outstanding treatise of this in The New Evidence that Demands a
Verdict (or Evidence that Demands a Verdict Vol. 2).

Laws of Divine
Establishment

Since the world appears to be made up of mostly unbelievers, God must have some kind
of plan for the unbelievers while they are alive. These are called the laws of divine
establishment, and they are applicable to both believers and unbelievers. These are the
laws which protect the freedom of a nation, and allow for evangelism and for the teaching
of the Word of God. See the Laws of Divine Establishment (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Rebound

The act of naming one’s sins to God. You get out of fellowship by sinning; you get back
into fellowship by naming those sins (privately) to God. See the Doctrine of Rebound
(HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

Preincarnate
Christ

Christ reveals Himself to man prior to His incarnation (His earthly ministry). He revealed
Himself as an Angel to Abraham; and burning bush to Moses; and a wrestling Angel to
Jacob.

The Revealed
God (or, the
Revealed Lord)

We all come to a time of God-consciousness where we understand the concept and
possibility of the existence of God. At that point, we face 2 great questions: (1) do we
want to know this God and (2) are will willing to believe in God as He has revealed Himself
or do we make a god in our own image and worship that? In both the Old and New
Testaments, God will make Himself known (He reveals Himself) to those who will believe
in Him and to others as well. We know Him firmly and concretely as Jesus Christ; and in
the Old Testament, He is known as the God of the Jews, the Creator of the Universe, the
God of Moses (or of Abraham), etc.

Sin nature

The sin nature is that part of man, passed down from father to his children, which is in
rebellion to God. In the Church Age, we are either controlled by the sin nature or by the
Holy Spirit. The sin nature has an area of weakness and an area of strength, as well as
a lust pattern. (Old Sin Nature—James Allen) (Doctrine of the Sin Nature—Michael
Lemmon’) (L. G. Merritt) (The origin of the old sin nature—McLaughlin) (Doctrine
of the Old Sin Nature—Makarios—Word document) (Sin Nature)

Some of the references above are to active ministries (that is, local brick and mortar churches). If you do not
have a church which teaches Bible doctrine or you do not attend church, these external links may help direct
you to a proper ministry in which you may grow spiritually. Quite frankly, | cannot imagine where | would be
apart from the faithful ministry of Berachah Church.

Some of these definitions are taken from
http://lwww.bibledoctrinechurch.org/?subpages/GLOSSARY.shtml
http:/Irickhughesministries.org/content/Biblical-Terms.pdf
http://lwww.gbible.org/index.php?proc=d4d
http://www.wordoftruthministries.org/termsanddefs.htm
http://lwww.realtime.net/~wdoud/topics.html
http://www.theopedia.com/
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ntroduction: In the previous chapter, Jacob surreptitiously left Laban, taking his wives and children and his part
of the flock with him. Laban realized that Jacob made an escape 3 days after the fact and chased Jacob down,

catching up to him in Gilead, east of the
Jordan. They met, more or less resolved
their differences, agreed to a non-aggression
pact, set up a pillar in recognition of their
agreement, and then offered up an animal
sacrifice to God.

Laban returned to his home; and Jacob
continued traveling west toward Canaan. He
was east of the Jordan River when Laban
caught up to him. Crossing the Jordan would
have put him into the Land of Promise.

Genesis CHAP. XXXIlI (a graphic); from
King James Bible; accessed March 7, 2019.

Genesis 32 is all about the return of Jacob to
the Land of Promise; and the first thing that
he must deal with, after parting company with
Laban (and coming to an agreeable
settlement of their differences), Jacob would
meet up with his twin brother, Esau. You
may recall that Jacob left Canaan under
some fairly bad circumstances. That is,
Jacob conned his father Isaac so that Jacob
took Esau’s blessing from him (what Esau
thought was his blessing), and it had come to
a point where Esau was ready to kill Jacob.
So Jacob had to leave.

Jacob, for the most part, does not come out
looking too good throughout his bio in the
Word of God. And yet, it is his 12 sons and
their descendants who make up the people
of Israel. First of all, that is clearly God’s
gracious benevolence; and, secondly, Jacob
did, from time to time, reveal some great
spiritual understanding. We will study such
an instance of that in this chapter.

Elr.Théircouenanr. Chap.xxxij.
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Hard Sayings: Some have attempted to solve the interpretive problem by making the whole sequence
a dream narrative. Josephus understood it as a dream... (Antiquities 1.20.2) Others have been
content to allegorize the story, viewing it as the fight of the soul against the passions and vices hidden
within oneself...Clement of Alexandria did equate the wrestler to the Logos of John’s Gospel, but he
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argues that the Logos remained unknown by name to Jacob because Jesus had not yet appeared in
the flesh.®

Comments and quotations like these would suggest that we could be in for some rough sledding in this chapter
of Genesis. However—and | write this as | near the completion of this work—that pretty much everything in this
chapter will be reasonably and thoroughly explained. The only problems or questions which | have come across
are some minor logistical ones, which have little or no bearing on the spiritual information found in this chapter.

I think part of the problem for many commentators is, they come to a few conclusions, but then these conclusions
do not square with what we find here in Genesis 32 or in subsequent chapters of Genesis (for instance, many
commentators seem to think that Jacob has gone from a mediocre spiritual life at the beginning of this chapter
to spiritual maturity by the end of the chapter—a proposition that is just wrong). When you come to a premature
wrong conclusion, it is then very difficult to go back and make the Biblical text match your conclusions.

Chapter 32 is an incredible chapter. We will see Jacob reveal some limited spiritual growth. He will fear Esau
greatly and when he hears Esau is coming to meet him with 400 men, Jacob at first panics, but then he goes to
God with the promises which were delivered to him. This glorifies God when we take what He has told us and
demand that God keep His Word to us. We reveal faith in Him and in His Word. For those few minutes of prayer,
we see Jacob at his best. Then we find him falling back into human viewpoint and trying to appease Esau—to
buy Esau off. God gave Jacob this prosperity and Jacob wants to give all of it to Esau because he is afraid. His
spiritual side and his carnal side are at odds with one another in this chapter. We ourselves fight with our own sin
nature and switches between spiritual and carnal sides. To others, we appear hypocritical (which we are—every
Christian is) and schizophrenic (which we are—every Christian who is periodically filled with the Spirit is). This
wrestling match which is occurring within Jacob's soul, although Jacob does not fully recognize it as such, will be
illustrated in the last half of chapter 32. Jesus Christ Himself will wrestle with Jacob and cause him to limp for the
rest of his life.

Elijah said to the people observing him at the altar: "How long will you limp between two opinions? If Yahweh is
God, then follow Him; but if Baal is God, then follow him."

The Key to Genesis 32: Many chapters and many psalms in Scripture have keys, and once you understand the
keys, you understand the chapter itself. At first, this chapter seems very disjointed and confused—Jacob is about
to meet up with Esau, his estranged brother, and make things right. And so, he prays this great prayer (one of
the greatest prayers in Scripture); but then he begins trying to solve his problems with Esau using human viewpoint
solutions. What is happening is, Jacob is wrestling in his soul with God. God, in an attempt to reach Jacob,
actually wrestles with him. In the end, Jacob will have two names which are often used to illustrate the condition
is his soul—will Jacob be the chiseler, the heel-catcher; or will God prevail? If you understand this conflict in
Jacob’s soul, then you will understand this chapter in the Word of God.

Too many commentators miss the point of Genesis 32: There is a very important topic here, which most
commentators miss, and because they miss it, they often are mistaken in the core of their message about this
chapter. In fact, most commentators teach exactly the opposite of what is to be found in this chapter. Although
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ is a one-time, end-in-itself decision; the spiritual life which follows cannot be
based upon one experience or one moment of sincere, emotional devotion or repentance. Salvation is a singular
decision; spiritual growth is a plethora of decisions. No one every goes from zero to 100 in the spiritual life after
an experience, no matter how marvelous that experience.

So many commentators mistakenly say, This chapter is the point at which Jacob turned everything around. But,
itisn’t. Jacob does not emerge from this chapter as a spiritually mature believer. He may have said a great prayer
and he may have had two great experiences in this chapter, but that is not enough to push Jacob into spiritual

8 Hard Sayings of the Bible; Walter Kaiser Jr., Peter Davids, F.F. Bruce, Manfred Brauch; InterVarsity Press; ©1996;
pp. 131-132.
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maturity. For all intents and purposes, the 3 spiritual high points in this chapter get Jacob through another 12
hours after his wrestling match with the Preincarnate Christ.

Is there some improvement in Jacob’s spiritual life? Certainly. At the beginning of this chapter, he encounters
angels; at the end of this chapter, he wrestles with God; in the middle, he gives a great prayer. But here is what
happens as a result. He sees the camp of angels, he experiences some confidence; but then, the moment he
hears the his brother Esau is coming his way with 400 men, he panics. The knowledge of the angelic camp gives
him enough confidence to send a message to Esau, but Jacob did not like hearing about Esau’s posse.

Then Jacob offers up a prayer, and it is an excellent prayer and he even quotes from the covenant of God
(originally given to his family)—but, right after the prayer, Jacob is back into human viewpoint, and he wants to
solve his problems with Esau with a bribe. He offers more than a present; he will offer Esau one of the largest
presents ever offered another man to that point in time in human history.

So God stops Jacob, right after he performs some more human viewpoint acts, and challenges Jacob to a fight
and they fight and they fight all night long. Finally, by the end of the night, after wrestling no doubt for hours,
Jacob has heard enough and learned enough to get him through the next half a day. We know from the prayer
that Jacob has the doctrine; he just has not believed it fully. On a good day he believes it; and on a bad
day—which is most of the other days—he does not.

When we get to Genesis 33, Jacob will face off Esau and his family will be right there with Jacob. He will trust God
long enough to meet Esau. But that does not mean that, from that point on, Jacob is spiritually mature. No, he
has enough Bible doctrine to get him midway through Genesis 33, basically.
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Struggle with God; Genesis 32; from Kary Hollway (Bible Journaling); from Draw Close Blog; accessed March
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Another key to this chapter and to Jacob is, Jacob is all about effort; he is all about scheming and manipulating
and working hard to get what he thinks should be his. He needs to learn from God that it is all about God’s

grace.

A discussion of who Jacob is (various commentators)

It should be no surprise that some commentators admit to being confused by Jacob. A. G. Mercer, D. D., for
instance, writes: Jacob is to me the most difficult character in the Bible history. He looks so worldly, shrewd,
and even unscrupulous, that it is hard to reconcile ourselves to him. | feel the justice of the sneers about him,
and sometimes it seems humbling that this should be one of the patriarchs, even in that rude time. But if all
were on one side, it would be easy, however painful, to judge of him. It is his singular contradictions, with his
visions of angels, &c., that make it hard. He cheats his brother; and behold him just afterward with his
consecration, his awful sense of God’s presence, and hear his simple vow! Behold Jacob so shrewd to Laban,
so calculating and successful! Behold him returning; see the shrinking of his guilty and timid heart; and then at
night see this scene of wrestling! We are all of us mixtures of earth and heaven, but | know of none like this.
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A discussion of who Jacob is (various commentators)

Mercer continues: On the one hand | see Jacob sometimes so merely a Jew that he seems the father of Jewish
guile, fear, unscrupulousness, and thrift. On the other | see him sometimes not only as the deeply faithful lover
in his youth, the most tender father, but as an elevated, majestic man of faith, who believed in high things, who
valued them, and who left on record such words of lowliness and penitence for his faults, in such genuine tones,
that the purest and most repentant hearts take them up from age to age and repeat them as their own: “I am
not woryour of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which You have showed unto Your servant”®

Robert Dean: [An incomplete trust is God] what we see going on with Jacob and God is finally going to bring
this whole issue to a head. He knows exactly what the trends of Jacob's sin nature are. Today we would call
him a control freak and a master manipulator, and he is always trying to work the deal fo make sure he comes
out ahead, and God is going to finally going to deal with that in this section.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Understanding Jacob: | must admit that, early on, | did not get Jacob. Of the patriarchs, he just never seemed
to have it all together. Furthermore, his experiences were so much different from Abraham and Isaac’s (his
grandfather and father). Jacob’s problem is, it took him a long time before he understood his place in God’s plan;
and it took him a long time before he forsook his own ways. What some of you may find confusing is, Jacob
believed in the Revealed God very early on in his life (as did Esau). But Jacob’s line is the line of promise and
there are times when he appeared to have little or not promise whatsoever.

God has patiently worked with Jacob for all of his life, and Jacob, for the most part, pushes God away and says,
“Listen, I've got this.” And then he goes and he does his own thing. God’s wrestling match with Jacob, found in
this chapter, describes very much Jacob’s life and his continual struggles against God (which struggles will not
end with this chapter). Yet, interestingly enough, despite his bad attitude and despite his rebellion against God,
Jacob is the father of the Hebrew people.

Every person born into the Hebrew family can trace his lineage back to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And, here
is a key difference: Jacob, unlike his father and grandfather, has only sired Hebrews. Where did all of the Arabs
come from? Abraham and Isaac; but only Hebrews come from Jacob.

For many of us, itis Jacob and his sorry life that gives us hope. So many of us have lives filled with mistakes and
rebellion; and yet, we are still alive. That means only one thing—God is not finished with us and we still have a
place in His plan. Thus far, Jacob continues to buck God’s authority. He is a slow learner; and he often learns
the hard way. This is so pronounced that this chapter will culminate with Jacob wrestling against God (obviously,
a manifestation of God); an incident which is emblematic of Jacob’s life.

One of the remarkable aspects of the record of Genesis is, the patriarchs are all presented as real people, with
all of their flaws on display. We are told by critics that the Bible is a collection of myths and exaggerations; but
none of the chief characters appear to be very mythical (apart from Jesus). They make bad decisions, they rebel
against God, they reveal their human weaknesses. And, apart from a few incidents, none of them seem larger
than life. Our movies are filled with characters who seem larger than life: Harry Callahan (Dirty Harry series);
James Bond; Rocky Balboa; John McClane (Die Hard series) (I reveal my age by these choices). Jacob, on the
other hand, seems so imperfect that it is surprising to us that he occupies such a large portion of the book of
Genesis or that God appears to him so many times. For many of these people found in Scripture, they have some
remarkable things occur in their lives, but how many of them do we see as mythical or superhuman. Abraham,

® The Biblical lllustrator; by Joseph S. Exell; Pub. 1900; from E-sword; Genesis 32:31-32 (slightly edited).
1% From Dean Ministries, accessed March 6, 2019.



https://www.deanbibleministries.org/completed-studies-menu/old-testament-studies-menu/message/2003-genesis-134b/read

15 The Book of Genesis

Isaac, and Jacob are common shepherds. And, the most remarkable thing about their lives is, we (referring to
mankind in general) know more about them than about any of the great kings or military leaders of the same era.

As an odd application of this, do you know in eternity future, you and | (potentially) will be better known than
President Trump (I write this in 2019)—if we produce divine good. Our production will be more important than
anything that an American president does (unless, of course, he is also saved' and producing divine good).

Robert Dean discusses the application of doctrine in the life of Jacob: James tells us that it is through
the testing of our faith, i.e. the testing of doctrine in our souls, that God gives us those opportunities
to apply the Word that we have learned in various situations, and as we apply the Word the Holy Spirit
uses the doctrine that is in our souls to strengthen us and to produce spiritual growth and maturity.
In the OIld Testament, even though they did not have the Holy Spirit as the primary dynamic and
power source for the spiritual life, nevertheless the dynamic of testing was still there and the
opportunities to trust God. And as the Old Testament believer exercised the faith-rest drill and trusted
God spiritual growth took place. So one of these areas with Jacob was clearly in this arena of people
testing. But Jacob is like most of us. He doesn't learn the lesson the first time, the second time, or
maybe the third or fourth time. He has to go through those tests over and over again and to learn that
God really is the one who protects and provides for us, He is the source of our security and
sustenance, and like Jacob, we have to learn to just relax and trust Him."?

Genesis 32:1-32: Two Camps/Jacob Returns to Canaan/Wrestles with God

Titles and/or Brief Descriptions of Genesis 32 (by Various Commentators)

The Cambridge Bible: Jacob at Mahanaim and Penuel."

Arno Gaebelein: CHAPTER 32 Jacob’s Fear of Esau and Prayer at Peniel."*

Whedon: Jacob now approaches the great crisis in his spiritual life. After twenty years’ absence from the land
of promise, he again comes upon its eastern border; and as the angels of God appeared to him at Beth-el on
his departure, so now, on his return, they appear again, as if to welcome him back to the Lord’s land."

Barnes: Jacob Wrestles in Prayer.'®

Fleming’s Title: Preparing to meet Esau (32:1-32)."

929 Chapters: Jacob Prepares for Esau; Jacob Fights with a Divine Man and Becomes Israel.®

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: In this chapter, we see Jacob leaving behind forever his problems with Laban but now
he has to confront his past and Esau who he cheated out of the blessing of the birthright.

Wenstrom also offers this brief description: God Prepares Jacob to Meet Esau.’®

" Most, if not all of American presidents have believed in Jesus Christ.
12 From Dean Ministries, accessed March 6, 2019.

13 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S. Perowne,
from e-sword, chapter introduction.

4 Arno Clement Gaebelein, The Annotated Bible; 1919; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.

' Whedon’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Editor: Daniel D. Whedon, D.D.L.L.D.;®1874—1909; from E-sword;
Genesis 32 chapter introduction.

16 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.

" Don Fleming, Bridgeway Bible Commentary; ©1988, 1994, 2005; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.
'8 From 929 Chapters; accessed March 2, 2019.

% From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.


https://www.deanbibleministries.org/completed-studies-menu/old-testament-studies-menu/message/2003-genesis-134b/read
https://929chapters.com/2017/07/07/genesis-32-jacob-prepares-for-esau-jacob-fights-with-a-divine-man-and-becomes-israel/
https://www.gracenotes.info/bible_studies/genesis.pdf
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Titles and/or Brief Descriptions of Genesis 32 (by Various Commentators)
J. Vernon McGee: THEME: Crisis in the life of Jacob; wrestling at Peniel; Jacob's name changed to Israel.
These describe Genesis 32 in a title or a sentence.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Sometimes, a commentator will begin with a good observation of this chapter of the Bible.

Brief, but insightful observations on Genesis 32

Robert Dean: This chapter...revolves around two elements that are going on that provide the center for doctrinal
teaching that is in this section. The first has to do with Jacob's prayer which is covered in vv. 9-12. It is in this
prayer that he recognizes in a perhaps more profound way than he has before the fact that God is the one who
is the protector and provider for him. The second area of this chapter is the wrestling match that Jacob has with
God in vv. 24-32.%"

J. Vernon McGee: Chapter 32 is the high point in the life of Jacob and can be called the turning point in his life.
However, this is not Jacob's conversion, by any means. In spite of the fact that he was living in the flesh, this
man was still God's man. This is the reason that we are told to be very careful about judging folk as to whether
they are Christians or not. There are a lot of people who do not look like they are Christians, but | am almost
sure that they are. Whether they are or not is in the hands of the Lord. They just don't act like Christians —
that's all; they give no evidence that they are. And this man Jacob gave no such evidence, except in very faint
instances when God appeared to him and he did respond in a way.

McGee continues: Jacob, who is God's representative and witness in the world, has been a bad witness, but
he cannot continue that way, and so God is going to deal with him. To tell the truth, God will cripple him in order
to get him. The Lord also disciplines us: "For whom the Lord loves he chastens ..." (Heb. 12:6 Prov. 3:11-12).
That is His method. He disciplines in that way.??

Morgan G. Campbell: This is unquestionably one of the great chapters of the Bible, and it is significant how
constant and powerful is its appeal to all who live on the principle of faith. It gives the account of the third direct
communication of God to Jacob.?®

Baumgarten: God Himself had appeared to Jacob as his combatant instead of Esau.?*

Verse-by-verse Ministry: And when Jacob tries to go his own way, through deception or trickery or scheming,
then he is "ghting against God rather than working with God.?®

Whedon: The narrative of Jacob’s experiences in this chapter is wonderfully suggestive. We trace the struggles
of a man of great natural endowments from the period of a mighty awakening to a mighty triumph.

Whedon continues: Released from Laban, he turns his face towards the Land of Promise, but before he enters
it, he must be made to know more of himself and more of God. His acquaintance with God, thus far, has been
only general, formal, and not sufficient to work any deep spiritual change in his inner life. He has stood
altogether in his own strength. He obtained Esau’s birthright by taking advantage of him at an hour of want. He
obtained Isaac’s blessing by guile. He had practiced many an artifice against Laban, and in their recent interview
he had said much more about his own works than about the blessing of God.

2 From https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt accessed March 10, 2019 (Ch. 32).

2! From Dean Ministries, accessed March 6, 2019.

22 From https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt accessed March 10,2019 (Ch. 32) (slightly edited).
2 Morgan G Campbell, Exposition on Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.

2 The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary; edited by Joseph S. Exell, 1892; from e-sword, Genesis 33:10.

% From https://lwww.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf accessed March 2, 2019.


https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt
https://www.deanbibleministries.org/completed-studies-menu/old-testament-studies-menu/message/2003-genesis-134b/read
https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt
https://www.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf
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Brief, but insightful observations on Genesis 32

Whedon concludes: [By chapter’s end, Jacob will learn] that victory with God is had, not by a wrestling against
him, but a confident clinging to him.?®

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: So we see that Jacob had two great enemies, one that resided outside the Promised
Land in Laban and the other in the Promised Land, that being Esau. Esau typifies the believer’s enemy within,
that being the old Adamic sin nature and Laban typifies the believer's enemy from without, that being the cosmic
system of Satan.

Wenstrom continues: [There is, in Genesis 32,] a potentially dangerous conflict taking place between the two
brothers but the anticipation of this encounter creates an opportunity to drive Jacob to prayer to solve the
potential problem. But before Jacob meets Esau, he has two unexpected meetings, one with the elect angels
of God who have been protecting him while in exile, which is recorded in Genesis 31:1-2 and the other with the
preincarnate Christ, which is recorded in Genesis 32:22-32.

Wenstrom concludes: These two meetings, one with the angels and the other with the preincarnate Christ were
designed to reassure Jacob of God'’s protection and presence when he encounters Esau. These two encounters
with the angels and the Lord mark the second and third turning points in the life of Jacob, with the first being
of course, his encounter with the Lord at Bethel.?’

Dr. Thomas Constable suggests that Genesis 32 and 33 may be taken together as a singular lesson.?®
Chapter 32 anticipates meeting Esau; and Jacob meets Esau in chapter 33.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

As | study a chapter, questions will occur to me—some of them important and many of them minor. Not all of
these questions will be satisfactorily answered.

1. Why does Jacob see all of these angels? Why are they there? What is their meaning?
2. Jacob delivers this incredible prayer, yet he admits to being afraid of Esau. How do we, in general,
square Jacob’s behavior throughout this chapter?
3.  Why is Esau traveling with 400 men, heading out to meet Jacob?
4. Inv. 22, it sounds as if Jacob crosses over the Jabbok with his family; but in v. 23, he seems to send them
along without joining them.
5. At least twice, there are references to Jacob setting up a special camp for his wives and children. Where
are the women and children placed?
Does Jacob separate out his wife and family to a second camp in this chapter; but they are right with him
in Genesis 33—isn’t this a contradiction?
The primary question, which bothered me for years is, what is this wrestling match all about?
Who is the wrestler/Wrestler?
Why does he/He not give his/His name to Jacob.
Why does he/He ask to be let go by Jacob?
If the wrestler is God, then how is Jacob able to have contact with Him? Don’t we read elsewhere in
Scripture that if any man sees God, he will die?

o
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Although this chapter has confused many commentators over the centuries, we will understand it thoroughly
by the time that we come to its end.

% Whedon’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Editor: Daniel D. Whedon, D.D.L.L.D.;®1874—1909; from E-sword;
Genesis 32:32.

2" From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
2 From https://lwww.studylight.org/lcommentaries/dcc/genesis-32.html; accessed March 7, 2019.


https://www.gracenotes.info/bible_studies/genesis.pdf
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/genesis-32.html
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Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

It is important to understand what has gone before.

The Prequel of Genesis 32

Jacob, early on in his life, did wrong to Esau, his older twin brother. Jacob pretended to be him and took his
father’s blessing from him. Esau was mad to the point of murder, so Jacob left Canaan, heading east to Haran
to locate his mother’s family, ostensibly to find a wife, but actually, to escape Esau’s wrath.

Jacob found his mother’s family, but it turns out that his mother’s brother, Laban, was a man more given to
schemes and duplicity than Jacob was—and Laban was better at it. Jacob ended up marrying two of Laban’s
daughters—one that he wanted to marry and the other that he did not want to marry. Furthermore, since he
had no money with him, Jacob had to pay 7 years labor for each wife. His wives also gave him many
children—11 sons (while living in the east) and apparently at least 2 daughters.

Jacob ended up remaining in Haran for 20 years. Jacob had been Laban’s #1 man, as long as he was working
for free, but during those final 6 years, there were a great many disputes about salary, and a lot of anger coming
from both parties.

Jacob’s only option, in his mind, was to pick up and leave. At the same time, God came to him and told him,
“It is time for you to return to Canaan.” However, rather than be up-front about it, Jacob timed his exit for a
period of time during which he would not be missed—not for a few days at least.

Jacob and his wives and his children all made a run for it. When Laban found out, he want charging after them.
Laban caught up with them east of the Jordan, and he had Jacob had it out—verbally. They came to a point
of agreement, finally, and then went their separate ways. Laban returned to his home and Jacob continued with
his family on his journey back to Canaan. | don’t know that either man went on his way separated, but they
each pretty much said everything that they had wanted to say to one another.

Genesis 32 will begin with the angels of God greeting Jacob back into the land.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

We need to know who the people are who populate this chapter.

The Principals of Genesis 32

Characters Commentary
Jacob Jacob is the son of Isaac and the grandson of Abraham. He is the son in the line of
promise.
The angels of God Angels from God met Jacob as he moves closer to the land (he is in Transjordania, land

which would later be taken by the Hebrew people.

Jacob sends messengers ahead to speak with Esau. Apparently, they only take note

His messengers of 400 men with Esau and scamper back to Jacob.

Esauis Jacob’s older twin brother. Jacob had out-schemed Esau on several occasions,

el which is what caused Jacob to leave the land of Canaan in the first place.

Jacob apparently has quite a number of servants, as they had been driving his
Jacob’s servants considerable number of flocks and cattle. Jacob will have them organize many of his
animals to give to Esau as a peace offering.
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The Principals of Genesis 32

Characters Commentary
His wives and Jacob is traveling with his wives and children, who are mentioned in this narrative, but
children . don’t actually do anything.
A manifestation of This is a Man Who wrestles with Jacob at the end of Genesis 32. He injures Jacob’s
God . legs permanently and then gives Jacob a new name (/srael).

There are a number of moving parts in this event-packed chapter.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines
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We need to know where this chapter takes place.

This is where Jacob will see the
encampment of angels.
Mahanaim means two camps:
Mahanaim Jacob’s camp and the camp of

. 7 Exact location glestionabis
angels. This may not be the e r’q‘\ P
same Mahanaim spoken of later B R R e,
in Scripture. Mediterranean A ML

This name means face to face
with God; a face of God. This
Penuel refers to Jacob’s encounter with
a Wrestler, Who is apparently
God.

Jacob is in Gilead, east of the
Gilead Jordan, walking toward the land
of Canaan.

This is a tributary, running from
east to west, and emptying into
The Jabbok the Jordan River about midway
between the Sea of Galilee and
the Dead Sea.

Canaan is the land that Jacob is
traveling towards. We have his
route and other cities which he
will go to in future chapters.

Canaan

Seir appears to be a region in
Edom, which is located due
Seir in Edom south of the Dead Sea. Jacob
sent messengers there to reach
Esau.

Jacob Returns from Haran (map); from Genesis Bible Study; accessed February 11, 2019.
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By the Numbers
Item Date; duration; size; number

Date of Chapter 1739 B.C.%°

2 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32 chapter introduction.


http://genesisbiblestudy.blogspot.com/2006/02/genesis-32.html
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Item

Barnes on Esau’s marriages:

The Book of Genesis

By the Numbers
Date; duration; size; number

Esau became connected by his marriage with a daughter of Ishmael. He
was now married 56 years to his first two wives, and 20 to his last, and
therefore, had a separate and extensive establishment of children and
grandchildren.®

Distance from Jacob to the

Dead Sea.

About 20 miles.

Age of Jacob and Esau.

Chapter O

Esau is said to be 40 years old when he first marries (Genesis 26:34). So
unknown period of time passes to where Isaac believes that he will die soon
(Genesis 27:2); and after this, Jacob leaves the land for 20 years (Genesis
31:41). We might guess between 80 and 100. This is because Isaac sired
his two sons at age 60, and he will die at age 180 (Genesis 25:26 35:28).

utline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

The Patriarchal Timeline for Genesis 32

Legend

Birth or d

eath God speaks with Abraham

Historical incidents (most of which are related to Abraham)

Parenthetical dates (2065 B.C.) simply refer to taking the date assigned by the chronologist and using Scripture

to determine the next date.

The entire Abrahamic Timel

ine (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

The entire Patriarchal Timeline (HTML) (PDF) (WPD).

MacDonald | Reese’s

(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description

Bible) Bible

2234 B.C. 2097 B.C.

1978 B.C.

1969 B.C.

2164 B.C. 1967 B.C.

30 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes o

Terah, Abram’s father, is born. Gen 11:24-26
Nahor lived 29 years and fathered Terah. After he

Genesis 11:24 |fathered Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and fathered
other sons and daughters. Terah lived 70 years and
fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

Genesis 11:25 Death of Nahor, Abram’s uncle

Noah is

950 Genesis 9:28—-29 Death of Noah

Abraham (Terah’s son) and Lot (Haran’s son) born
Genesis in Ur of the Chaldeans. Abram would be the 43™
11:26-27 generation from Adam. Gen 11:26 Terah lived 70

years and fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

n the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.


http://kukis.org/Charts/abrahamictimeline.htm
http://kukis.org/Charts/abrahamictimeline.pdf
http://kukis.org/Charts/abrahamictimeline.wpd
http://kukis.org/Charts/Patriarch_Timeline.htm
http://kukis.org/Charts/Patriarch_Timeline.pdf
http://kukis.org/Charts/Patriarch_Timeline.wpd
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MacDonald Reese’s

(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description
Bible) Bible
Abraham Ishmael born to Abraham and Hagar in the land of
2078 B.C. 1881 B.C. 2080 B.C. is 86 Gen. 16:15-16 Canaan. Gen 16:16 Abram was 86 years old when

Hagar bore Ishmael to him.

Isaac born to Abraham. Isaac would be the 44"

éggg 2:8:) 2066 B.C. Aibsri%%m 1%%”@?;@;‘1%11 ?ggeration from Adan_1. Gen 21:5 Abraham was
years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
Genesis
e ZRVZAIS Ishmael’s children
1816 B.C. 1Chronicles '
1:29-31
Abraham is told by God to go to the land of Moriah
1834 B.C. to offer up his son Isaac to God as a sacrifice. This
1829 B.C. 2054 B.C. Genesis 22:1-19 was a 3-day journey away. They then go to Beer-
(Klassen) sheba, which could simply indicate that they are

returning home to Beer-sheba.
Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge®' puts this date at 1872 B.c., based upon Antiquities by Josephus.

The death of Sarah. She dies in Kirjatharba, it is
Hebron, in the land of Canaan. Gen 23:1 Now
Abraham Sarah lived 127 years; these were all the years of
(2029 B.C.) | 18308B.C. 2030 B.C. is 137 Genesis 23:1-20 her life. She is buried in a cave of the field of
Machpelah before Mamre; it is Hebron, in the land
of Canaan, purchased by Abraham from the sons of
Heth.

Isaac (Abraham’s son) and Rebecca. Genesis
25:20 Isaac was 40 years old when he took as his
wife Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramaesan
from Paddan-aram, and sister of Laban the
Arameean. At this time, Isaac is living in the Negev.
It is likely that Abraham lived there as well; or near to

Genesis 24:1-67

(2026 B.C.) Genesis 25:20

there.
2026 B.C. Isa:é: 'S Genesis 25:20 Isaac marries Rebecca. Genesis 25:20
Abraham marries Keturah. Smith puts the date at
1826 B.C. Genesis 25:1 1860 B.C.; and Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge at
1853 B.C.
Genesis 25:2—4
1Chronicles Abraham’s fathers children by Keturah.
1:32-33
1817 B.C. SRem s | Genesis 11:11  Death of Shem.

31 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880, with introduction by R. A.
Torrey; courtesy of E-sword, Genesis 22:1.
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MacDonald Reese’s

(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description
Bible) Bible
Jacob & Esau born to Isaac. Gen 25:26 After this,
Abraham : ; , oL
is 160  Genesis 25:19 his brother came out grasping Esau's heel with his
2004 B.C. 1807 B.C. 2006 B.C. . "7’ 'hand. So he was named Jacob. Isaac was 60 years
Isaac is 21-26
60 old when they were born. Therefore, Abraham
would be 160 years old.
Isaac is the heir of all things that Abraham has (but,
(1991 B.C.) Genesis 25:5-6 most importantly, of the covenant of God with
Abraham).
Abraham dies. Gen 25:7 This is the length of
Abraham . . Abraham's life: 175 years. He is buried in the cave
(e LA LRI is 175 EELEOEH A of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Nephron
(this would be with Sarah).
Genesis 25:11 God blesses Isaac.
The death of Ishmael. Gen 25:17 This is the length
(1943 B.C.) | 1788 B.C. Genesis 25:17 of Ishmael's life: 137 years. He took his last breath
and died, and was gathered to his people.
Eber is ; )
464 Genesis 11:17 Death of Eber.
Genesis Jacob obtains Esau’s birthright for a mess of
1782 B.C. 1978 B.C. 252734 pottage.
1782 B.C. L ) .
1740 B G. Genesis 26:1-5 A famine in the land; God renews covenant with
Isaac at Gerar.
(Klassen)
Genesis 26:6—10 Rebecca and Isaac in Gerar.
Genesis . .
26:11-16 Isaac is blessed by God in Gerar.
T2 EC: Genesis Strife between Isaac and Philistines in and near
1735 B.C. )
26:17-22 Gerar.
(Klassen)
Genesis . .
1767 B.C. 26:34-35 Esau marries two Canaanite women.
1757-
1739 B.C. Genesis :
1733 B.C. 26:23_95 Isaac makes an altar in Beer-sheba.
(Klassen)
Ishmael is Genesis
(1943 B.C.) 1744 B.C. 137 25:17-18 The death of Ishmael.
1738 B.C. Genesis
c1732B.c. 19778B.C. . Isaac’s alliance with Abimelech at Beersheba.
26:26-33
(Klassen)
1737 B.C. . : ' .
(19298.c) 1730B.C. 1929 B.C. Genesis 27:1-46 Jacob by deception receives a final blessing from

(Klassen)

Isaac that was meant for Esau.
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MacDonald Reese’s
(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description
Bible) Bible
Genesis 28:1—5 Jacob goes to his Uncle Laban’s home in Padan-
aram for a wife.
Genesis ] )
1928 B.C. 28:10-22 Jacob’s dream; God speaks to Jacob.
Genesis 28:6-9 |Esau marries a daughter of Ishmael.
1906 B.C.
(For Genesis 36:1-42 Esau’s marriages and descendants.
descendants)
1736 B.C.
1730 B.C. 1928 B.C. Genesis 29:1-14 Jacob in Haran (Charan).
(Klassen)
1736-
1729 B.C. Genesis Jacob works 7 years to marry Rachel, but is
1730- 29:15-20 deceived by Laban, and Jacob marries Leah, her
1723 B.C. ' older sister.
(Klassen)
1729 B.C. Genesis
1724 B.C. 1921 B.C. . Jacob marries Rachel
29:21-31
(Klassen)
Genesis
U P 29:32-34  Jacob has 12 children by his wives, Rachel and
1716 B.C. 1916 B.C. : . ; )
Genesis 30:1-6 Leah; and by their personal servants as well. Reese
(1915 B.C.) 1723- (Rachel . ) i ) . .
Genesis 29:35 breaks the timeline down in smaller increments in
1710 B.C. bears . ) .
(Klassen) Joseph) Genesis 30:9, |his book.
7-8, 10-24
1915 B.C. Genesis Joseph is born.
Genesis
36:31-33
1Chronicles
1:43-44
Genesis
26:34-39 .
1711 B.C. 1Chronicles The kings of Edom.
1:45-50
Genesis
36:40-43
1Chronicles
1:51-54
1716 B.C. Genesis
(1909 B.C.) | 17108B.C. 30:25-43 Jacob’s final years with Laban.
(Klassen) Genesis 31:1-16
Genesis :
31:17-55 Jacob’s departure from Laban.

1908 B.C.

Genesis 32:1-23 Jacob returns to Canaan.
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MacDonald | Reese’s

(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description
Bible) Bible
Genesis
1906 B.C. 32:24-32 Jacob wrestles with the angel.
Genesis 35:10
1906 B.C. Genesis 33:1-16 Jacob meets Esau face to face.
1715 B.C. Genesis
1710 B.C. 1906 B.C. ) The resumption of Jacob’s journey.
33:17-20
(Klassen)
1711-
1708 B.C. : .
1706— Genesis 38:12 Judah fathers 3 sons.
1705 B.C. '
(Klassen)
1700 B.C.
1687 B.C. 1906 B.C. Genesis 34:1-31 Dinah, daughter of Judah, is defiled.
(Klassen)
1906 B.C. Genesis 35:1-15 Jacob returns to Bethel.
1700 B.C. Genesis
1710 B.C. 1903 B.C. 35:16-19 48:7 Rachel dies when giving birth to Benjamin.
(Klassen) 35:20-22
(1898 B.C.) Gene§|7s.135:27 The return to Hebron.
1699 B.C. Josigh 'S Genesis 37:2-11 Joseph—his early days and his dreams.
Genesis .
37:12-35 Joseph in Shechem and Dothan.
1897 B.C. 1898 B.C. Geneg:gs.137:36 Joseph is sold into slavery, to end up in Egypt.
c1699- . . . -
1690 B.C. 1898 B.C. Genesis 39:2—6 Joseph enjoys prosperity in Egypt.
c1695 B.C.
1707 B.C. 1898 B.C. Genesis 38:6—11 Judah and Tamar.
(Klassen)
Genesis e
1692 B.C. 38:12-26 Judah’s wife dies.
1692 B.C. Genesis
1691 B.C. 38:27-30 The birth of Pharez, the 41 generation from Adam.
(Klassen) 1Chronicles 2:4
c1690 B.C.
1689 B.C. 1889 B.C. Genesis 39:7-19 Joseph flees adultery.
(Klassen)
Genesis . S .
1889 B.C. 39:20-23 Joseph is put into jail; yet prospers in jail.
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(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description

Bible) Bible

(1887 B.c.) 1688 B.C.

1884 B.C. 1687 B.C.

(1885B.Cc.) | 1686 B.C.

1686—

1884 B.C. 1679 B.C.

1685-
1683 B.C.

1685—
1681 B.C.

1679—
1672 B.C.

1678 B.C.
(1876 B.C.) 1677 B.C.
(Klassen)

1677 B.C.

1873B.c.* 1677 B.C.

1676—
1675 B.C.

1672—
1593 B.C.

Joseph gives the interpretation of the dreams of the

1887 B.C. Genesis 40:1-23 baker and the butler.
Isaac is Genesis The death of Isaac. Now the days of Isaac were 180
180 35:28-29 years. (Genesis 35:28)
1886 B.C. Genesis 41:1-37 Joseph interprets the Pharaoh’s dream.
Genesis .
1886 B.C. 41:38-44 Joseph is made governor.

Genesis 41:45 Joseph marries Asenath.

1886 B.C. Genesis
(Beginning) 41-46-49 The 7 years of plenty.
Genesis
41:50-53 Sons are born to Joseph.
Exodus 6:16
Num. 3:17 .
1Chronicles 6:1, The descendants of Levi are born.
16
Genesis .
1875 B.C. 41-54_57 The seven years of famine.
Genesis . . o
1875 B.C. 42:1-44-34 Joseph provides his family with food.
1875 B.C. Genesis 45:1-15 Joseph reveals himself to his brothers.

Genesis Jacob hears that his son, Joseph, is still alive, and

B EE; 45:16-28 he prepares to travel to Egypt himself.
Ruth 4:18 ' th ;
1Chronicles 2:5 Birth of Hezron, the 40" generation.
Genesis 46:1-7, Jacob goes to Egypt after God’s assurance in
1875 B.C.
28 Beersheba.
1875 B.C Jacob is Genesis 46:8—27 Summary of the 70 who came to Egypt. Compare
e 130 Exodus 1:1-5 Genesis 47:8-9 and 46:27 for Jacob’s age.
Genesis
1875 B.C. 46:29-34 The people of Joseph are established in Egypt.
47:1-12

Genesis Joseph continues as prime minister in Egypt,
47:13-21 exercising wise leadership during the famine.

Genesis . .
47:22-06 The land of the priests in Egypt.
1CI;|thié:Ies Zerah, the brother of Pharez, and his descendants.

32 Jacob moves family to the Land of Goshen in Egypt (Genesis 47:28)
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MacDonald Reese’s

(N. Berkeley Chronology Bible Hub @ Ages Scripture Event/Description

Bible) Bible

1671 B.C.
1660 B.C.
(Klassen)

1660 B.C.
1665 B.C.
(Klassen)

1857 B.C. 1660 B.C.

1638 B.C.
1644 B.C.
(Klassen)

1625 B.C.
1620 B.C.
(Klassen)

1623 B.C.
1604 B.C.
(Klassen)

1615 B.C.
1625 B.C.
(Klassen)

1606 B.C.

1805 B.C.
(1805 B.C.)

1606—
1462 B.C.

Genesis 48:1-22 Blessings to Manasseh and Ephraim.

Birth of Berith to Ephraim.

4($e2néa_3|331 The last days of Jacob; his charge to Joseph.
18598.c. '3°901% | Genesis 49:33 The death of Jacob.
1859 B.C. Genesis 50:1-14 The burial of Jacob.

Genesis The fears of Joseph'’s brothers after the death of
50:15-21 Jacob.

Birth of Resheph (who is in the line between

Ephraim and Joshua).

Num. 26:58 | Birth of Aram (Levi’'s grandson and Moses’ father.

The birth of Ram, the 39" generation.

The birth of Telah, in the line between Ephraim and

Joshua.
Genesis Joseph'’s last days
50:22-23 .
Genesis Joseph'’s last words
50:24-25 .

Joseph is' Genesis 50:26

1806B.Cc. "4 Exodus 1:6

The death of Joseph. His brothers also die.

Genesis 47:27 The population explosion among the Jews living in
Exodus 1:7  Egypt.

Bibliography

MacDonald’s timeline is from: http://www.bibleistrue.com/qgna/gna63.htm accessed October 11, 2011 and August
12, 2014. Included in MacDonald’s timeline is a timeline for Egypt interspersed.

See http://lwww.bibleistrue.com/gnal/qna63dating.htm for his justification of his timeline.

The Bible Hub timeline (accessed January 11, 2015) appears to be pretty thorough, but no one specifically is credited.
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From: http://www.christianshepherd.org/bible_study_guides/abram_to_the_exodus.pdf (Christian shepherd).
This source believes that the Jews live only a short time in Egypt (210 years).

The Reese Chronological Bible; KJV translation; Editor: Edward Reese; ©1977 by Edward Reese and Klassen'’s dating
system ©1975 by Frank R. Klassen; ®1980 by Bethany House Publishers, South Minneapolis, MN; pp. 18-19, 54-74.

The Modern Language Bible (The New Berkeley Version), Revised Edition; ©1969 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.;
pp. 10-54.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Here is what to expect from Genesis 32:

A Synopsis of Genesis 32 (Adam Clarke)

Jacob, proceeding on his Journey, is met by the angels of God (Genesis 32:1-2). He sends out ahead of him
to his brother Esau, requesting to be favourably received (Genesis 32:3-5). The messengers return without
an answer, but with the intelligence that Esau, with four hundred men, was coming to meet Jacob (Genesis
32:6). He is greatly alarmed, and adopts prudent means for the safety of himself and family (Genesis 32:7-8).

Joab’s great affecting prayer to God (Genesis 32:9—-12).

Afterwards, Jacob prepares a present of five droves of different cattle for his brother (Genesis 32:13-15). He
sends them forward before him, at a certain distance from each other, and instructs the drivers what to say
when met by Esau (Genesis 32:15-20). At the same time, Jacob sends his wives, servants, children and
baggage, over the brook Jabbok, by night (Genesis 32:21-23).

Jacob, however, stays behind, and wrestles with an angel until the break of day (Genesis 32:24). He prevails
and gets a new name (Genesis 32:25-29). He calls the name of the place Peniel (Genesis 32:30). At the end,
Jacob finds himself lame in his thigh in consequence of his wrestling with the angel (Genesis 32:31-32).

Like all chapters of the Word of God, you need more than just the simple plot outline to understand what God
wants us to know.

Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32 chapter introduction (heavily edited).

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Fleming provides a nice synopsis.

Summary of Genesis 32 (Bridgeway Bible Commentary)

During the twenty years that Jacob had been in Mesopotamia, Esau had established his household in territory
to the south near the Dead Sea. Jacob knew that if he was to live in peace in Canaan, he would first have to
put things right with Esau. With much fear and anxiety he sent news to Esau that he was coming to meet him
(32:1-8).

Jacob had by now learnt a humility before God that was lacking the previous time he met Esau. He thanked God
for his remarkable blessings in the past, and prayed that God’s promises for the future would guarantee
protection for him against his brother (9-12). At the same time he thought it wise to send Esau a series of gifts,
with the aim of winning his favour (13-21).

Still moving south, Jacob sent his family across the river Jabbok, while he remained behind by himself (22-24a).
That night he met God, who appeared to him in the form of a man wrestling with him. As they wrestled, Jacob
realized that this ‘man’ had superhuman strength and the power to bless. As in previous conflicts, Jacob was
determined to win, but now he had to learn that against God he could never win. His proud self-confidence was
at last defeated. Yet in another sense Jacob did win, for he demanded, and received, a special blessing of
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Summary of Genesis 32 (Bridgeway Bible Commentary)

God’s power that would ensure victory in the future. Though defeated and humbled, he did not lose his
persistence or fighting spirit. The old determination was still there, but Jacob the cheat now became Israel,
God’s champion (24b-29). By giving him a permanent limp, God never allowed Jacob to forget that the only way
he triumphed was through defeat (30-32).

Don Fleming, Bridgeway Bible Commentary; ©1988, 1994, 2005; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.
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These are 1-3 paragraph summaries of Genesis 32.

Summaries of Genesis 32 (various commentators)

James Burton Coffman: Here we have the preliminaries for the meeting of the long-estranged brothers Jacob
and Esau, a moving, dramatic account of their moving toward a reunion after many years of separation, both
having become wealthy in the meanwhile. The actual, face-to-face meeting of the brothers does not take place
until the next chapter, but all of the background for it is here. Jacob's fear, with which he had lived for so many
years, his prayer to God for divine help in the approaching crisis, his precautions to protect his family against
the potential hostility of Esau, with special concern for Rachel and her children, the rich gifts sent to Esau, his
wrestling all night with an angel of God at Peniel, and, most significant of all, the heavenly award to Jacob of
a new name - these are the events of this chapter which have challenged the thoughts of men for ages.®

Hawker: This Chapter relates some very extraordinary events, which occurred in the Patriarch Jacob’s journey
towards Canaan, after his separation from Laban. He is first met by an host of angels. He then sends
messengers to his brother Esau, who dwelt in Seir, to enquire after his welfare, and to inform him of his own.
The messengers return with an account that Esau is coming against him, and with him an army of 400 men:
Jacob is greatly distressed with the intelligence, and hath recourse to God by prayer: he sends over the brook
Jabbok all his family and household, and is left alone: an angel wrestles with him, until the breaking of the day:
Jacob prevails, and obtains a blessing in consequence, the Lord puts a perpetual testimony of honour upon the
Patriarch, in changing his name from Jacob to Israel..®

Matthew Poole: The angels of God meet Jacob, Genesis 32:1. He calls them God’s host, and the place
Mahanaim, Genesis 32:2. Sends messengers to his brother Esau, Genesis 32:3-5. They return, and bring
word that Esau comes to meet him with four hundred men, Genesis 32:6. Jacob is afraid; divides his people
and cattle into two bands, Genesis 32:7. Gives orders concerning them, Genesis 32:8; prays to God in a very
fervent and humble manner, Genesis 32:9—12; sends presents to his brother, with directions; gets his wives
and children over the ford by night, Genesis 32:13-23. Jacob wrestles with God, and prevails; is called Israel:
God blesseth him; he inquires after God’s name; calls the place Peniel: Jacob halts, Genesis 32:24-31. The
Jews’ observation in memorial of it, Genesis 32:32.%

929 Chapters: Jacob sees angels at his camp and names the place Mahanaim, “the camps” of god. Jacob
prepares to meet Esau by communicating words of peace, praying to Yahweh, sending Esau hundreds of
animals in droves, and splitting his camp in two with the hope that at least one will survive. Jacob wrestles with
a divi/;iee man who injures his leg and changes his name to Israel. Jacob names the site Peniel, “the face of
god.”

Poole’s could have been considered an outline.

3 From https://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/genesis-32.html; accessed March 7, 2019.
34 Robert Hawker The Poor Man’s Commentary; ®1805; from e-sword, Genesis 32:1.

35 Matthew Poole, English Annotations on the Holy Bible; ®1685; from e-Sword, Genesis 32.

% From 929 Chapters; accessed March 2, 2019.
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Outlines of Genesis 32 (Various Commentators)
J. Vernon McGee:*

Crisis In The Life Of Jacob (32:1-23)
Wrestling At Peniel (32:24-26)
Jacob's Name Changed To Israel (32:27-32)

Matthew Henry:*®

Jacob is still upon his journey toward Canaan; and never did so many memorable things occur in any march,
as in this of Jacob’s little family. By the way he meets,

(1,) With good tidings from his God, Genesis 32:1-2.

(2,) With bad tidings from his brother, to whom he sent a message to notify his return, Genesis 32:3-7. In his
distress, 1, He divides his company, Genesis 32:7-8.2, He makes his prayer to God, Genesis 32:9-12. 3, He
sends a present to his brother, Genesis 32:13-23. 4, He wrestles with the angel, Genesis 32:24-32.

The Cambridge Bible:*

1-2. Jacob at Mahanaim.
3—-12. The Approach of Esau, and Jacob’s Prayer.
13-21. Jacob’s Present to Esau.

22-32. Jacob’s Wrestling with the Angel.

Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge:*

Genesis 32:1, Jacob’s vision at Mahanaim; Genesis 32:3, His message to Esau; Genesis 32:6, He is afraid of
Esau’s coming; Genesis 32:9, He prays for deliverance; Genesis 32:13, He sends a present to Esau, and
passes the brook Jabbok; Genesis 32:24, He wrestles with an angel at Peniel, where he is called Israel;
Genesis 32:31, He halts.

Arno Gaebelein:*!

The vision at Mahanaim (Genesis 32:1-2)

The message to Esau (Genesis 32:3-5)

Esau’s coming and Jacob’s fear (Genesis 32:6-8)
Jacob’s prayer (Genesis 32:9-12)

Preparing to meet Esau (Genesis 32:13-23)
Jacob’s prayer at Peniel (Genesis 32:24-32)

SOk wN -~

David Guzik provides an actual outline:*?

37 From https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt accessed March 10, 2019 (Ch. 32).
3 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32 chapter introduction.

39 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S. Perowne,
from e-sword, Genesis 32 chapter introduction.

40 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32
chapter introduction.

41 Arno Clement Gaebelein, The Annotated Bible; 1919; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.
42 David Guzik’s Commentary on the Old Testament; courtesy of e-sword; ©2006; Genesis 32:1-32.


https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt

31 The Book of Genesis

Outlines of Genesis 32 (Various Commentators)

JACOB PREPARES TO MEET ESAU
A. Jacob hears of Esau’s approach.
1.  (Genesis 32:1-2) Jacob meets the angels of God at Mahanaim. He realizes God is with him and
he has angelic protection.
(Genesis 32:3-6) Jacob’s message to Esau.
(Genesis 32:7-8) Jacob’s fear and carnal preparation.
(Genesis 32:9-12) Jacob’s prayer.
(Genesis 32:13—-21) Jacob sends many gifts to Esau.
acob wrestles with God.
(Genesis 32:22-23) Jacob sends all his possessions over the river.
(Genesis 32:24-25) A Man wrestles with Jacob.
(Genesis 32:26) Jacob’s plea to the Man.
(Genesis 32:27-29) Jacob’s name is changed, and he is a blessed man.
(Genesis 32:30-32) The memorials of this event.

P ey
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William E. Wenstrom, Jr.:*

The outline of Genesis 32 is as follows:

(1) Angels of God meet Jacob at Mahanaim (32:1-2)

2) Jacob sends messengers to Esau (32:3-6)

3) Jacob divides his family out of fear of Esau (32:7-8)

4) Jacob prays for protection from Esau and claims covenant promises of God (32:9-12)
5) Jacob sends gifts to Esau (32:13-21)

6) Jacob sends family across Jabbok (32:22-23)

7) Jacob prays as he wrestles the God-Man, Jesus Christ at Peniel (32:24-32).

.~~~ A~ A~

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Outline of Genesis 32 (929 Chapters)

1-3. Jacob encounters Yahweh'’s angels at Mahanaim
1. Laban leaves in peace
2-3. Jacob sees Yahweh’s angels, so he calls the place Mahanaim, “the two camps” of God
4-22. Jacob sends offerings to Esau and prepares for the worst
4-6. Jacob sends words of peace to Esau in Edom
7. Jacob learns that Esau approaches with 400 men
8-9. Jacob divides his camp in two so that one may survive
10-13. Jacob praises Yahweh and petitions him to save him and his offspring
14-16. Jacob separates hundreds of she goats, he goats, ewes, rams, male and female camels, cows,
bulls, and female and male donkeys as gifts for Esau
17-22. Jacob sends the animals group by group in droves with the message that Jacob is right behind
them
23-33. Jacob’s fight with a divine man at Peniel
23-24. Jacob brings his wives and possessions across the Jabbok
25. A [divine - v. 33] man wrestles Jacob, who is left alone
26. The divine man injures Jacob’s leg
27-29. Jacob asks for a blessing, and his name is changed to Israel because he “persevered (s-r-y) with
god (‘el)”
30. The divine man does not reveal his name
31. Jacob names the place Peniel because he saw the “face (p-n-y) of god (el)”

“3 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
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Outline of Genesis 32 (929 Chapters)

32. Jacob leaves Penuel (variant spelling) limping
33. Cultural note: this is why the Israelites do not eat the sinew of the leg [sciatic nerve?

From 929 Chapters; accessed March 2, 2019.
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The ESV; capitalized is used below.

A Synopsis of Genesis 32 from the Summarized Bible

Contents: Jacob becomes Israel. Preparation for meeting Esau. Wrestling against the angel.

Characters: Jacob, Esau, angel.

Conclusion: Either we lean on God or on our own plans. The arrangements of unbelief and impatience
prevent God acting for us and He must bring us to the end of our own strength.

Key Word: Afraid, Genesis 32:7.

Strong Verses: Genesis 32:24 (And Jacob was left alone. And a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of
the day.), Genesis 32:30 (So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, "For | have
seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.").

Striking Facts: To be alone with Christ is the only way to arrive at a knowledge of ourselves and our ways.
Jacob was a wrestled-with man, and until the seat of his own strength was touched, he did
not reach the place of blessing.

Keith L. Brooks, Summarized Bible; Complete Summary of the Bible; ©1919; from e-Sword, Genesis 32 (slightly edited).
Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

It is helpful to see what came before and what follows in a brief summary.

The Big Picture (Genesis 27-34)

Scripture Text/Commentary
Genesis 2728 Jacob’s disputes with his twin brother Esau causes him to finally leave Canaan.
Genesis 29:1-30 Jacob has come to Haran and meets his family. He marries two of his cousins.

Genesis 29:31-30:24 Jacob’s children born to him in the east.

Jacob’s final years with Laban: salary disputes, Jacob’s schemes; Jacob’s

Genesis 30:25-43 .
prosperity.

Jacob surreptitiously leaves Laban, where he has lived for 20 years, taking his wives
Genesis 31 and children with him. Laban chases him down and they come to an
understanding. Laban returns to his home.

Jacob, upon separating from his Uncle Laban, proceeds closer to Canaan,
anticipating an uncertain meeting with his brother Esau. Concerned over what might
happen, Jacob divides his people into two camps, separating out his wife and
children, hoping to preserve them.

Genesis 32:1-8

Genesis 32:9-12 Jacob’s marvelous prayer.

Genesis 32:13-21 Jacob prepares many gifts for Esau.
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The Big Picture (Genesis 27-34)
Scripture Text/Commentary

In the night, Jacob finds himself wrestling with the Lord. He walks away from that

CEEst S5 right with a limp and a new name (/srael).

Genesis 33:1-16 Jacob and Esau actually meet. Jacob offers his gift to Esau.

Jacob moves to Succoth and then to Shechem. He chooses not to follow or meet

Genesis 33:17-20 up with his brother Esau.

Genesis 34 The rape of Dinah and revenge is gotten against Shechem.
These chapters cover a considerable portion of Jacob’s life.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

The first title is often applicable to the entire chapter (although it may pertain just to the verses which follow it
to the next section heading).

| went with Bob Utley’s choices, as they were already completely done up for me. However, there is not much
difference between the translations below.

Paragraph Divisions of Modern Translations for Genesis 32 (from Dr. Bob Utley)

NASB NKJV NRSV TEV NJB (FOLLOWS MT)
Jacob's
Jacob's Fear of Esau Esau Comes to Meet Reconciliationwith Esau Jacob Prepares to  Jacob Prepares For
Jacob (Gen. 32:1 to Gen. Meet Esau His Meeting with Esau
33:20)
Gen. 32:1-2 Gen. 32:1-8 Gen. 32:1-2 Gen. 32:1-2
Gen. 32:3-5 Gen. 32:3-5 Gen. 32:3-5 Gen. 32:4-7
Gen. 32:6-8 Gen. 32:6-8 Gen. 32:6-8
Gen. 32:9-12 Gen. 32:9-12 Gen. 32:9-12 Gen. 32:9-12 Gen. 32:8-14 a
Gen. 32:13-21 Gen. 32:13-21 Gen. 32:13-21 Gen. 32:13-21 Gen. 32:14-22
. , Jacob Wrestles at  Jacob Wrestles with
Wrestling with God Peni
eniel God
Gen. 32:22-23 Gen. 32:22-24 a Gen. 32:23-25 a

Jacob Wrestles
Gen. 32:24-26 a

Gen. 32:26 b

Gen. 32:27 a

Gen. 32:27 b Gen. 32:25-30
Gen. 32:24-32 Gen. 32:22-32 Gen. 32:22-32 Gen. 32:28

Gen. 32:29 a

Gen. 32:29 b

Gen. 32:30-32 Gen. 32:31-32

From Dr. Bob Utley, Copyright © 2014 Bible Lessons International; www.freebiblecommentary.org; from e-sword; Genesis
32 chapter comments).
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Changes—additions and subtractions (for Genesis 32):


http://www.freebiblecommentary.org;
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| have pretty much codified the various commentators tables. They have the passage at the front, then the topic
covered. This allows you to see several points of view; or, if you choose to, confine yourself to the comments of
some specific men.

Many of these new charts and ideas will be eventually added to previous chapters of Genesis.

At the end of the exegesis of every verse, | will make certain that there is a Kukis mostly literal translation and a
Kukis paraphrase, both of them marked as such.

I have decided to add spacing between the translation and the commentary.
| just discovered the Casual English Bible by Stephen M. Miller. Concerning his translation, he writes:
| write the way people talk. No Christian jargon. No religious clichés. No preaching.

I don't tell you what to think. Instead, | report what some of the top Bible experts say they think. | pull from the
heads of the tradition-minded as well as the mavericks.

| write especially for non-Christians, new Christians — people curious about the Bible and about what Christians
believe.

As a 19-year-old college student graciously described my writing, | keep it “simple, not stupid.”*

| drew from hundreds of sources for this chapter. | literally stand on the shoulders of thousands of men in order
to put this document together.

William Wenstrom, Jr. and David Guzik (among others) had some very insightful things to say about this chapter.

A great many commentators proclaimed this chapter enigmatic, and difficult to explain. At the very end of this
chapter, Jacob has a physical altercation with God—he actually wrestles God. God hurts Jacob’s leg, but Jacob
will not let go—he demands to be blessed. There are a whole lot of topics which need to be discussed here, but
the main one is, just what the heck is going on and what does it mean? Near the end of this chapter, | will put all
of that together for you, in a few paragraphs.

We always need to be mindful of what we learn in Genesis (or, in any other part of the Old Testament). Even
though Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever, that does not mean that God'’s interaction with man
is exactly the same in every dispensation; or that God’s interaction is Charley Brown is the same as it is with Lucy
van Pelt. So, Jacob will wrestle with a physical manifestation of God at the end of this chapter. This does not
mean that every believer will have this experience or that every believer will see an angel, at some point in their
lives, Who just turns out to be God. Nevertheless, there are a great many things that we can learn in this chapter,
despite the fact that it all occurred 4000 years ago.
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The Two Camps

4 From https://www.casualenglishbible.com/about/ accessed March 9, 2019.
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This is actually Genesis 32:2-3 in the Hebrew and 32:1-2 in the Greek. The Greek is a more logical break than
is found in the Hebrew. The Hebrew manuscripts begin this chapter with Genesis 31:55; therefore, most of the
Jewish and Catholic Bibles (along with several others) follow the Hebrew chapter division (which is not inspired).
Many of the translations below will contain Genesis 31:55. There are at least 3 different ways that verses have
been numbered. | have gone with the common English chapter and verse divisions.

The verse in question is Gen. 31:55 Early in the morning Laban arose and kissed his grandchildren and his
daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and returned home. (ESV). This really properly closes out
the previous chapter and the previous narrative. Genesis 32:1 is like a new chapter in Jacob’s life, even if it occurs
30 minutes after Genesis 31:55. So, | will mention the Hebrew verse numbering (and chapter division) within the
Hebrew exegesis; but the traditional division which we find in our Bibles is the best approach.

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

Introducing Genesis 32:1-2 (various commentators)

Morgan G. Campbell: As he [Jacob] returned to his own land, the same conflicting principles which have been
evident throughout are still manifest. His going at all was in direct obedience to the distinct command of God.
There was really no other reason to return. He might still have stayed with Laban and outwitted him for his own
enrichment. Nevertheless, the manner of his going was characterized by independence and confidence in his
own ability. This is seen in the account of the elaborate and carefully calculated preparation he made for
meeting Esau. He was ready to placate Esau with presents, and prepared a list of them.*®

Arno Gaebelein: What a welcome it was when he came near to his land, that the angels of God met him. They
were like divine ambassadors sent to welcome him back to assure him of God’s presence and protection.*®

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: [T]he Holy Spirit opens the story of Jacob meeting Esau by presenting the vertical
dimension (God, the angels and Jacob) of the story before the horizontal (Jacob and Esau)...Jacob’s vision of
these angels in Genesis 32:1-2 would reassure him once again of the divine presence and protection.*’

One of the lessons in this narrative is learning to see things from God'’s point of view (the Divine perspective).
What we see here, in these first 2 verses, is God'’s protection for Jacob (something that we enjoy as well). We
all worry far too much, because God has our safety and preservation under control (an exception to this is when
a believer is utilized by God as the ultimate human sacrifice of martyrdom*).

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

As always, 3 separate translations will be produced for each verse. The slavishly literal translation attempts to
preserve word order and number, making it more literal than Young’s translation (however, | do not preserve the
consistency of the translation that Young does). The moderately literal translation may add or delete a definite
article, change the number of a noun to correspond with the English sense of thinking, and the order is often
changed in order to better represent our English sentence structure. The paraphrase is an attempt to give a
thought-for-thought interpretation of what each verse tells us.

Kukis slavishly literal: Kukis moderately literal:

4 Morgan G Campbell, Exposition on Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.
6 Arno Clement Gaebelein, The Annotated Bible; 1919; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.
47 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.

“8 This happens throughout the Middle East and other areas where the laws of divine establishment are not in effect for the
most part.
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And has gone Jacob to his way and so meet So Jacob went on his way and [an encampment
with him messengers of Elohim. And so says Genesis of] Elohim's angels met with him. When Jacob
Jacob as when he saw them, “An army of 30:4_p Saw them, he said, “This [is] the army of
Elohim this [is].” And so he called a name of | Elohim.” Therefore, he called the name of that
the place the that Mahanaim. place Mahanaim.

Kukis not-so-literal paraphrase:

So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him. When Jacob
saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place Mahanaim.

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts: Note: | compare the Hebrew text to English translations of the Latin, Syriac
(= Aramaic) and Greek texts, using the Douay-Rheims translation*’; George
Lamsa’s translation, and Sir Lancelot Charles Lee Brenton’s translation as revised
and edited by Paul W. Esposito, respectively. | often update these texts with non-
substantive changes (e.g., you for thou, etc.). | often use the text of the Complete
Apostles’ Bible instead of Brenton’s translation, because it updates the English text.

The Septuagint was the earliest known translation of a book (circa 200 B.C.). Since
this translation was made before the textual criticism had been developed into a
science and because different books appear to be translated by different men, the
Greek translation can sometimes be very uneven.

When there are serious disparities between my translation and Brenton’s (or the
text of the Complete Apostles’ Bible), | look at the Greek text of the Septuagint (the
LXX) to see if a substantive difference actually exists (and | reflect these changes
in the English rendering of the Greek text). | use the Greek LXX with Strong’s
numbers and morphology available for e-sword. The only problem with this
resource (which is a problem for similar resources) is, there is no way to further
explore Greek verbs which are not found in the New Testament. Although | usually
quote the Complete Apostles’ Bible here, | have begun to make changes in the
translation when their translation conflicts with the Greek and note what those
changes are.

The Masoretic text is the Hebrew text with all of the vowels (vowel points) inserted
(the original Hebrew text lacked vowels). We take the Masoretic text to be the text
closest to the original. However, differences between the Masoretic text and the
Greek, Latin and Syriac are worth noting and, once in a great while, represent a
more accurate text possessed by those other ancient translators.

In general, the Latin text is an outstanding translation from the Hebrew text into
Latin and very trustworthy (I say this as a non-Catholic). Unfortunately, | do not
read Latin—apart from some very obvious words—so | am dependent upon the
English translation of the Latin (principally, the Douay-Rheims translation).

Underlined words indicate differences in the text.
Bracketed portions of the Dead Sea Scrolls are words, letters and phrases lost in

the scroll due to various types of damage. Underlined words or phrases are those
in the Dead Sea Scrolls but not in the Masoretic text.

9 have begun to doubt my e-sword Douay-Rheims version, so | now use www.latinvulgate.com.
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Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew)

Dead Sea Scrolls

Targum (Onkelos)

Targum (Pseudo-Jonathan)

Jerusalem targum

Revised Douay-Rheims

Aramaic ESV of Peshitta

Peshitta (Syriac)>®

Septuagint (Greek)

The Book of Genesis

I will only list the translation from the Dead Sea Scrolls if it exists and if it is different
from the Masoretic text.

The Targum of Onkelos is actually the Pentateuchal Targumim, which are The
Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan Ben Uzziel. On the Pentateuch With The
Fragments of the Jerusalem Targum From the Chaldee by J. W. Etheridge, M.A.
From http://lwww.becomingjewish.org/texts/targum/onkelos_genesis.html and
first published in 1862.

The very fact that we have ancient Greek, Latin, Syriac and Arabic translations of
the Bible testifies to its accuracy. There may be a difference word or phrase here
or there; the Greek may have a singular where the Hebrew has a plural, but there
is no set of doctrines in the Latin Bible which are any different from those found in
the Greek Bible or the Syriac Bible. These different cultures when they chose to
translate the Bible chose to translate it as accurately as possible. Where human
viewpoint would expect to find doctrinal differences between the Bible of the
Hebrews, of the Greeks or of the Romans, no such differences exist.

And has gone Jacob to his way and so meet with him messengers of Elohim. And
so says Jacob as when he saw them, “An army of Elohim this [is].” And so he
called a name of the place the that Mahanaim.

Although there are a few words in several verses in this chapter, there is not enough
to provide us with any insight into the original text of this chapter.

And Laban arose in the morning, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and
blessed them, and went; and Laban returned to his place. And Jakob went on his
way, and the angels of the Lord met him. And when Jakob saw them, he said, This
is a host [Or, "camp."] from before the Lord; and he called the name of the place
Mahanaim. Translation for Onkelos and Pseudo-Jonathan by J. W. Etheridge, M.A.
(1862). These are the final verses of Genesis 31 in the Targum of Onkelos.

And Jakob went on his way, and the angels of the Lord met him. And Jakob said
when he saw them, These are not the host of Esau who are coming to meet me, nor

holy angels who @ sent from before the Lord. Therefore the name of that place he
called, in the language of the sanctuary, Machaniam.

And Jakob, when he beheld them, said, Perhaps they are a host from Laban, the
brother of my mother, coming to set agalnst me the array of battle to slay me; or
(rather) they are a host of the holy angel s from before the Lord, who are come to
save me from their hands. And he called the name of that place Machanaim. What
is missing from the first verse may be due to this coming from the Pseudo-Jonathan
document above.

Jacob also went on the journey he had begun: and the angels of God met him. And
when he saw them, he said: These are the camps of God, and he called the name
of that place Mahanaim, that is, Camps.

Ya'aqub went on his way, and the angels of God met him. When he saw them,
Ya'aqub said, "This is God's army." He called the name of that place Mahanaim.
AND Jacob also went on his journey, and the angels of God met him. And when
Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host; so he called the name of that place
Mahanaim.

JACOB prepares to meet Esau. Gn.32.3-21

%0 From the George Lamsa Translation of the Peshitta, taken from http://www.studylight.org/
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And Jacob departed for his journey; and having looked up, he saw the host of God
encamped; and the angels of God met him. And Jacob said, when he saw them,
This is the Camp of God; and he called the name of that place, Encampments. This
is the New Brenton translation from http://www.katapi.org.uk/

There is additional text found in the Latin and a lot extra in the Greek. There is
considerable additional text in the targums, which are not in agreement with one
another.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:*'

Bible in Basic English

Easy English

Easy-to-Read Version—2006

Good News Bible (TEV)

The Message

Names of God Bible

NIRV

New Simplified Bible

And on his way Jacob came face to face with the angels of God. And when he saw
them he said, This is the army of God: so he gave that place the name of
Mahanaim.

Jacob continued to go to his father’s house. And the angels of God met him. Jacob
saw them and said, ‘This is where God’s army is!"” So he called that place
Mahanaim. Now Jacob had to meet Esau. Jacob had deceived Esau out of his
blessing. Then he had left Isaac’s house because Esau wanted to kill him. Jacob
had seen the angels of God before (28:12). Now, God sent his angels to meet
Jacob to show that he was with him.

Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

Jacob also left that place. While he was traveling, he saw God'’s angels. When he
saw them, he said, “This is God’s camp!” So Jacob named that place Mahanaim.

Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

As Jacob went on his way, some angels met him. When he saw them, he said,
“This is God's camp”; so he named the place Mahanaim.

And Jacob went his way. Angels of God met him. When Jacob saw them he said,
“Oh! God’s Camp!” And he named the place Mahanaim (Campground).

Jacob Sends Messages and Gifts to Esau

As Jacob went on his way, Elohim’s angels met him. When he saw them, Jacob
said, “This is Elohim’s camp!” He named that place Mahanaim [Two Camps].
Jacob Gets Ready to Meet Esau

Jacob also went on his way. The angels of God met him. Jacob saw them. He said,
“This is the army of God!” So he named that place Mahanaim.

Along the way God'’s angels met Jacob. When he saw them, Jacob said: »This is
God’s camp!« He named that place Mahanaim.

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Casual English Bible

Common English Bible

Contemporary English V.

JACOB PREPS FOR A NERVOUS REUNION

Angel campout

As Jacob continued his trip, angels came to meet him. Jacob saw them and said,
“This is God’s camp.” He named the place Two Camps [Hebrew: Mahanaim.].

Jacob prepares to meet Esau

Jacob went on his way, and God’s messengers approached him. When Jacob saw
them, he said, “This is God’s camp,” and he named that sacred place Mahanaim.
As Jacob was on his way back home, some of God's angels came and met him.
When Jacob saw them, he said, "This is God's camp." So he named the place
Mahanaim.

o Many of these Bibles fall into 2 or more categories. The CEV, forinstance, is approved by the Catholic Church, itis a limited
vocabulary Bible, and it is a paraphrase, for the most part.
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The Living Bible

New Berkeley Version
New Life Version

New Living Translation

The Book of Genesis

So Jacob and his household started on again. And the angels of God came to meet
him. When he saw them he exclaimed, “God lives here!” So he named the place
“God’s territory!”

As Jacob resumed his travel, God’s angels met him and when Jacob saw them, he
said, “This is God’s camp,” and named that place, Mahanaim.”

Jacob went on his way, and God's angels met him. When Jacob saw them, he said,
"This is God's camp!" So he gave the place the name Mahanaim.

As Jacob started on his way again, angels of God came to meet him. When Jacob
saw them, he exclaimed, “This is God’s camp!” So he hamed the place Mahanaim.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

Beck’s American Translation

International Standard V

New Advent (Knox) Bible

Translation for Translators

Well, as Jacob [was about to] continue on his journey, he looked up and saw the
camp of the army of God, and a messenger of God [coming to] meet him. And
when Jacob saw this, he said: "Why, this [place] is the campground of God!" So he
named that place, The Campgrounds.

Jacob Sends Greetings to Esau
As Jacob was traveling along, he met God’s angels. When he saw them, Jacob
said, “This is God’s army,” and he called the place Mahanaim [“Two armies” or “Two
Groups”].
Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau
As Jacob went on his way, angels from God met him [This v. is 32:2 in MT, and so
through v. 33]. As he was watching them, Jacob said, “This must be God’s camp,”
so he named that place Mahanaim [The Heb. name Mahanaim means two camps].
Jacob, too, set out to continue his journey, and as he went, God’s angels met him.
This is God’'s encampment, he said when he saw them, and called the place
Mahanaim, which means a Camp.

Jacob sent gifts to Esau as he prepared to meet him
As Jacob and his family continued traveling, some angels, whom God sent, met
him. When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is God's army camp!” So he named that
place Mahanaim, which means ¢two camps. ©

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Awful Scroll Bible

Conservapedia

Ferrar-Fenton Bible

God’s Truth (Tyndale)

HCSB

Jacob is to have gone on his journey, and the angelic messengers of he of mighty
ones was to meet him. Jacob was to see them, and was to say: This is to be he of
mighty ones encampment. He was to call the name of the place Mahanaim.
Jacob went on his way, and Messengers of God [These are the angels.] came upon
him. When Jacob saw them, he said, "This is the camp of God!" And he named
that place Mahanaim [Which in Hebrew literally means "two camps," being the dual
form of the word for "camp."].

Laban then rose up in the morning, and kissed his sons and his daughters and
blessed them, and went and returned to his own place. But Jacob continued his
journey; and a Messenger of GOD met him. So Jacob said, " What a glorious
encampment of God this place is ! " — therefore he called the name of that place,
" The Encampment.”

And Jacob sware by him that his father Isaac feared. Then Jacob did sacrifice upon
the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread. And they ate bread and tarried all
night in the hill. And early in the morning Laban rose up and kissed his children and
his daughters, and blessed them and departed and went unto his place again. But
Jacob went forth on his journey. And the angels of God came and met him. And
when Jacob saw them, he said: this is Gods host: and called the name of that same
place, Mahanaim. This is the final paragraph in Genesis 31 in Tyndale’s Bible.

Preparing to Meet Esau
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Jacob went on his way, and God’s angels met him. When he saw them, Jacob said,
“This is God’s camp.” So he called that place Mahanaim.

H. C. Leupold CHAPTER XXXII
(8) Preparations for Meeting Esau (31:55-32:32)
And Laban arose early in the morning and kissed his grandchildren and his
daughters and blessed them. Thereupon Laban went and returned to his place;
whereas Jacob continued along his route. And angels of God met him; and Jacob
said, when he saw them: This is God’s host. And he called the name of that place
Mahanaim (double host or camp).

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): Several Catholic Bibles begin this chapter with Genesis 31:55.

The Heritage Bible And Jacob walked on his way, and the messengers of God impinged upon him.
And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God’s army, and he called the name of
that place Mahanaim.

New American Bible(2011)%? Early the next morning, Laban kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and

blessed them; then he set out on his journey back home. Meanwhile Jacob
continued on his own way, and God’s angels encountered him. When Jacob saw
them he said, “This is God’s encampment.” So he named that place Mahanaim
[Mahanaim: a town in Gilead (Jos 13:26, 30; 21:38; 2 Sm 2:8; etc.). The Hebrew
name means “two camps.” There are other allusions to the name invv. 8, 11.]. The
NAB begins this chapter with Genesis 31:55.
[32:1-22] Jacob’s negotiations with Esau. Laban kisses his daughters and
grandchildren good-bye but not Jacob. On leaving Mesopotamia, Jacob has an
encounter with angels of God (vv. 2-3), which provokes him to exclaim, “This is
God’s encampment,” just as he exclaimed upon leaving Canaan, “This is the house
of God, the gateway to heaven” (28:11-17).

New Jerusalem Bible Early next morning, Laban kissed his grandchildren and daughters and blessed
them. Then Laban left to return home. While Jacob was going on his way, angels
of God encountered him, and on seeing them he said, 'This is God's camp,' and he
named the place Mahanaim. The NJB begins this chapter with Genesis 31:55.

Revised English Bible As Jacob continued his journey he was met by angels of God. When he saw them,
Jacob exclaimed, “This is the company of God,” and he called that place Mahanaim.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: Some Jewish Bibles begin this chapter with Genesis 31:55.

Complete Jewish Bible (Maftir) Early in the morning Lavan got up, kissed his sons and daughters, and
blessed them. Then Lavan left and returned to his own place. Ya‘akov went on his
way, and the angels of God met him. When Ya‘akov saw them, he said, “This is
God’s camp,” and called that place Machanayim [two camps]. Genesis 31:55 is
included for context.

exeGeses companion Bible ANGELS OF ELOHIM ENCOUNTER YAAQOV
And Yaaqov goes on his way
and the angels of Elohim encounter him:
and when Yaaqov sees them, he says,

This is Camp Elohim!
- and he calls the name of that place
Machanayim/Double Camp.

Hebraic Roots Bible And Jacob went on his way, and the cherubs of Elohim met him. And when he saw
them, Jacob said, This is the camp of Elohim. And he called the name of that place,
Mahanaim (Two Camps).

52 Also called the revised edition.
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JPS (Tanakh—1985)

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

The Scriptures 1998

The Book of Genesis

Early in the morning, Laban kissed his sons and daughters and bade them good-by;
then Laban left on his journey homeward. Jacob went on his way, and angels of
God encountered him. When he saw them, Jacob said, “This is God’s camp.” So
he named that place Mahanaim. The Jewish Bible begins this chapter with Genesis
31:55.

Jacob's Journey, Marriage and Children

Laban got up early the next morning and kissed his grandsons and daughters
goodbye. He then blessed them and left to return home. Jacob also continued on
his way. He encountered angels of God [According to others, 'divine messengers,'
a welcoming committee sent by Rebecca (Sefer HaYashar), p.82).]. When Jacob
saw them, he said, 'This is God's camp.' He named the place Twin Camps
(Mahanaim) [It was a city on the border between Gad and Manasseh, associated
with Ramath-Mitzpeh (Joshua 13:26, 13:30). Also see Joshua 21:38, 1 Chronicles
6:65; 2 Samuel 2:8, 2:12, 2:29, 17:24,27. Some identify Machanaim with Khirbath
al-Makhna, 2.5 miles north of Aijalon, which would place it 14 miles north of the
Jabbok River, and 10 miles east of the Jordan. Jacob was thus apparently headed
toward the juncture of the Jordan and the Jabbok. According to others, however,
Machanaim was actually on the Jabbok River.]. The Kaplan Translation, particularly
in Exodus through Deuteronomy, takes note of historic rabbinic opinions. The
Jewish Bible begins this chapter with Genesis 31:55.

And Ya’akov went on his derech, and the malachim of Elohim met him.

And when Ya’akov saw them, he said, This is Mahaneh Elohim; and he called the
shem of that makom (place) Machanayim.

And Ya‘agob went on his way, and the messengers of Elohim met him. And when
Ya‘agob saw them, he said, “This is the camp of Elohim.” And he called the name
of that place Mahanayim.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

The Expanded Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

Jacob’s Fear of Esau

Then as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him [to reassure and protect
him]. When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is God’s camp.” So he named that
place Mahanaim (double camps).

Jacob Meets Esau

When Jacob also went his way, the -angels [messengers] of God met him. When
he saw them, he said, “This is the camp of God!” So he named that place
Mahanaim [®sounds like “two camps” in Hebrew; a city in the hill country of Gilead;
Josh. 13:26, 30].

Verses 1-8

The Messengers to Esau

And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him, literally, they came up
with him, joined him. Their protection had shielded him on Mount Gilead, and the
meeting with them at this time gave him the assurance of their further assistance.
And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host; and he called the name of
that place Mahanaim (double host). He thus commemorated in the name of the
place where he was shown this vision the fact that the army of the Lord joined his
own little band for the sake of protection. The camp of the angels may have been
invisible to all eyes but his own, but he had received his encouragement
nevertheless, and went his way with greater cheer.

Jacob Wrestles at Peniel

So Jacob went on his way and the angels of God met him. When Jacob saw them,
he exclaimed [Heb “and Jacob said when he saw them.”], “This is the camp of God!”
So he named that place Mahanaim. When it comes to making an actual material
change to the text, the NET Bible® is pretty good about indicating this. Since most
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of these corrections will be clear in the more literal translations below and within the
Hebrew exegesis itself, | will not continue to list every NET Bible® footnote.
Language footnotes will be placed in the Hebrew exegesis. Some footnotes will
quoted elsewhere in this document.

And Jacob (after Laban’s departure) went on his way (from Galeed and Mizpah, in
a southerly direction towards the Jabbok), and the angels of God—literally, the
messengers of Elohim, not chance travelers who informed him of Esau’s being in
the vicinity (Abarbanel), but angels (cf. Psalm 104:4)—met him. Not necessarily
came in an opposite direction...but simply fell in with him, lighted on him. And when
Jacob saw them, he said, This is God’s host:—Mahaneh Elohim; i.e. the army (cf.
Genesis 1:9; Exodus 14:24) or camp (1Samuel 14:15; Psalm 27:3) of God, as
opposed to the Mahanoth, or bands of Jacob himself (vide Genesis 32:7, Genesis
32:10)—and he called the name of that place Manahan.—i.e. Two armies or
camps.

Jacob went on his way as well. As he went, messengers of God met him along the
way. When Jacob saw them, he acknowledged that this was God’s camp, so he
named that place Mahanaim, which means “two camps.”

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Benner’s Mechanical Trans. ...and Ya'aqov M@l had walked to his road and messengers of Elohiym Powers]

Concordant Literal Version

English Standard Version

NASB

New European Version

New King James Version

Third Millennium Bible

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this passage:

1-2

reached him,...

Footnote: - This verse is the first verse of chapter 32 in Hebrew Bibles but in English
Bibles this verse is the last verse (55) of chapter 31. For the remainder of this
chapter the verse numbers in English Bibles will be one number lower. For instance,
verse 32:5 in the Hebrew Bible will be 32:4 in English Bibles.

...and Ya'aqov M est@ns] gaid just as he saw them, this is the campsite of Elohiym
Powersl and he called out the title of that place Mahhanayim [M™ecames]

And Jacob goes his way. And seeing in a vision, he sees the camp of the Elohim
encamped. And coming upon him are messengers of the Elohim. And saying is
Jacob as he sees them, "The camp of the Elohim is this!"And calling is he the name
of that place Mahanaim.

Jacob Fears Esau
Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And when Jacob saw them
he said, “This is God's camp!” So he called the name of that place Mahanaim.

Jacob’s Fear of Esau

Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him. Jacob said when he
saw them, “This is God’s camp.” So he named that place Mahanaim.

Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. When he saw them, Jacob
said, This is God’s army. He called the name of that place Mahanaim.

Esau Comes to Meet Jacob

So Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. When Jacob saw them,
he said, “This is God’'s camp.” And he called the name of that place Mahanaim.
And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And when Jacob saw
them, he said, "This is God's host." And he called the name of that place Mahanaim
[that is, Two hosts or camps].

And Jacob has gone on his way, and messengers of God come upon him. And
Jacob says, when he has seen them, “This is the camp of God;” and he calls the
name of that place “Two Camps.”

Jacob, traveling back to the Land of Promise, encounters the angels of God. He
names that place, Mahanaim, which means, two camps
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Genesis 32:1a (= Genesis 32:2a in the Hebrew)

Hebrew/Pronunciation

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)
[pronounced weh]

Common English Meanings

and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though

Notes/Morphology

simple waw conjunction

The Book of Genesis

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

halak® (n'73) [pronounced

to go, to come, to depart, to

3" person masculine

Strong’s #1980 (and

haw-LAHK?] walk; to advance singular, Qal perfect #3212) BDB #229
Ya'aqob (v .?'1)‘ supplqnter; /ns@ous, .dece/.tful; . Strong’s #3290
[pronounced yah-guh- to circumvent; heel; and is masculine proper noun BDB #784

KOHEBV] transliterated Jacob

directional/relational No Strong’s #

lamed (7) [pronounced ] | to, for, towards, in regards to

preposition BDB #510
way, distance, road, path; . .
derek® (1) Journey, course; direction, maivci‘:(l;]htnheeszégg uelz;\;Onr?un Strong's #1870
[pronounced DEH-rek®] itowards; manner, habit, way [of P BDB #202

masculine singular suffix

life]; of moral character

Between vv. 1a and 1b, the Greek has: ...and having looked up, he saw the host of God encamped...

Translation: So Jacob went on his way...

In Genesis 31, Jacob finally broke totally free from Laban. In the final years of working for Laban, Jacob believed
that he had been giving him a raw deal. Therefore, Jacob packed and left in the middle of the night, timing this
in such a way that Laban would not know he was gone for several days. However, Laban did eventually discover
this, he and some of his men rode out to find Jacob and they did. Laban caught up to Jacob when he was in the
hill country of Gilead. Although Laban had many issues with Jacob, one of them was the removal of some of his
figurines which he calls gods. Rachel stole them and she is not discovered. When Laban was unable to find the
figurines, he began to reduce his bluster and Jacob dialed his own up a notch or two.

Even setting aside this problem with the figurines, both men believed that they had a lot to complain about
concerning one another. So, after a lot of shouting and expressing of opinions, Jacob and Laban pretty much
came to an agreement. Laban kissed his daughters and grandchildren goodbye, and he returned to Padan-aram.
We pick things up here right after he and Jacob go their separate ways. Jacob continues on his way back to
Canaan, as God had ordered him.

Genesis 32:1b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

%and so, and then, then, and; so,

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

that, yet, therefore,
consequently; because

waw consecutive

No Strong’s #
BDB #253




Genesis Chapter 32 44

Genesis 32:1b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

to fall upon, to meet, to
encounter, to reach; to entreat
[by request], to assail [with a
paga‘ (9av) [pronounced petition], to urge; to strike, to kill,: 3™ person masculine Strong’s #6293
paw-GAHG] fo slay; to touch out of boundary;;  plural, Qal imperfect BDB #803

to reach [to anyone]; to strike a

covenant [with someone], to

make peace

in, into, through; at, by, near, on,} a preposition of proximity No Strong’s #
b® (2) [pronounced b®"] i upon; with, before, against; by with the 3™ person 9

] ARy . X ) BDB #88
means of; among; within masculine singular suffix

mal®ak® (n7x) messenger or angel; this word

[oronounced mah- has been used for a prophet masculine plural Strong’s #4397
P AWK?] (Isaiah 42:19) and priest construct BDB #521
(Mal. 2:7)

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: “Angels” is the noun mal’akh...which means, “messenger” is used in the Old
Testament with reference to “elect” angels (Gen. 19:1; Ps. 91:11) and men (Deut. 2:26; Josh. 6:17) and of the
“preincarnate” Christ (Gen. 22:11; Zech. 3:1).%

God; gods, foreign gods, god;

Eldhiym (x70rD) . rulers, judges; superhuman masculine olural noun Strong's #430
[pronounced el-o-HEEM] i ones, angels; transliterated P BDB #43
Elohim :

Translation: ...and [an encampment of] Elohim's angels met with him.

This is very odd, in my opinion. First of all, the verb found here is often a verb used for an aggressive encounter
(but not always). We do not have any interaction which is recorded between Jacob and the angels; nor do we
know if Jacob’s wives or children could see these angels (the implication | get from the narrative is, this is
something only Jacob saw). Yet, even though there appears to be no direct interaction between Jacob and the
angels, God the Holy Spirit uses the verb paga‘ (9ay) [pronounced paw-GAHG], which means, to fall upon, to
meet, to encounter, to reach; to entreat [by request], to assail [with a petition], to urge; to strike, to Kill.
Strong’s #6293 BDB #803. Although | do not believe that there was any interaction between Jacob and the
angels (none is recorded), | believe the use of this word is to suggest that this is more to Jacob than simply a
vision. | believe that the camp was really there and Jacob was being allowed to see what the rest of us do not see.

Clarke: Our word angel comes from the Greek ayysAog aggelos, which literally signifies a messenger;
or, as translated in some of our old Bibles, a tidings—bringer. The Hebrew word n7x7 malach, from
7x7 laach, to send, minister to, employ, is nearly of the same import; and hence we may see the
propriety of St. Augustine’s remark:... It is a name, not of nature, but of office;” and hence it is applied
indifferently to a human agent or messenger, 2Samuel 2:5; to a prophet, Haggai 1:13; to a priest,
Mal. 2:7; to celestial spirits, Psalm 103:19, Psalm 103:20, Psalm 103:22; Psalm 1 04:4.%*

3 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
4 Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1.
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Clarke further suggests that these angels have the appearance of man surrounded or accompanied by light or
glory, with or in which Jehovah was present. We don’t know that there is a certainty of this; but it is not
unreasonable. Jacob had seen angels before, and he sees these and recognizes them.

Angels existed several billion years before we were on this earth (I say this based upon the age of the earth and
based upon the fact that the angels dwelt on the earth with the dinosaurs before we did. Because many of them
fell and became degenerate, God packed the earth in ice. For those that fell, there had to be judgment and for
those who did not fall, there needed to be a revealing of God's love tempered with His justice. Angels who fell are
called demons and they operate more or less under Satan's authority with their attempts to vex the Christian
(although, most Christians can be left alone because they will shoot themselves in the foot without any help) and
they attempt to usher in a world of lustful satisfaction, unity, brotherhood and world peace, with severe punishment
for those who do not want to go along with Satan's program.

The word for angels (v. 1) and messengers (v. 6) in the Hebrew is the same: mal’ak (n'7x) [pronounced mal-AWK]
and it can mean messenger, one sent with a message, a prophet (inasmuch as they are sent with a message,
angel, as well as a theophanic angel (Jesus Christ prior to His incarnation). These are likely angels because
nothing of the conversation is recorded. Therefore, their message was non-verbal. | believe that Jacob was to
see them and have confidence in the protection and guidance of God.

Genesis 32:1 So Jacob went on his way and [an encampment of] Elohim's angels met with him. (Kukis mostly
literal translation)

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

Genesis 32:1b: General comments about angels (various commentators)

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: [E]lect angels are employed by God to guard (Genesis 3:24), to communicate with
God’s people (Genesis 18:1) and to protect God’s people (Genesis 19:1-22; 28:10-15).%

David Guzik: Angels, though “higher” beings than us, are ordained by God to be our servants (Hebrews 1:14)
and they minister to us even as they ministered to Jesus (Matthew 4:11). In 2Kings 6:15-17 Elisha’s servant
had his eyes opened to see the tremendous angelic host surrounding them.

Guzik then provides a more recent example, which comes from a Billy Graham book: John Paton, a missionary
to the New Hebrides Islands, told of how one night hostile natives surrounded his missions headquarters, intent
on burning the Patons out and killing them. He and his wife prayed through the entire night, and when daylight
finally came, their attackers all left. A year later, the chief of the tribe became a Christian, and Paton asked the
man about that night. The chief replied, “Who were all those men you had with you there?” The missionary
explained only he and his wife were there. The chief insisted he had seen hundreds of big men with shining
garments and swords circling the mission headquarters, so the natives were afraid to attack (Billy Graham in
Ange/s,sga‘od’s Secret Agents, page 3). That night in the New Hebrides Islands, there certainly was a “double
camp’!

As an aside, when it comes to signs, wonders and unusual events during the post-canon Church Age, | tend
to be skeptical, particularly when a person’s life is filled with miraculous doings. However, an unusual
occurrence during an extreme circumstance—that does not seem unlikely to me. God has the same power
today as when He empowered His Son. However, during the Church Age, God tends to allow most of His
power to be revealed by His Word.

%5 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
%6 David Guzik’s Commentary on the Old Testament; courtesy of e-sword; ©2006; Genesis 32:1-2.
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Genesis 32:1b: General comments about angels (various commentators)

Furthermore, in the example above, these angels are with us. These angels with Jacob—they did not just show
up the night before he met Esau. They have been with him all along. They simply revealed their presence to
Jacob. No doubt, the same was true of Paton’s experience.

Angels are used by God as special messengers, revealing His Word. They provide protection; they act on
God’s orders to do things.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

3 Points on Angels (Adam Clarke)

Angels with feigned names, titles, and influences, have been and still are invoked and worshipped by a certain
class of men; because they have found that God has been pleased to employ them to minister to mankind; and
hence they have made supplications to them to extend their protection, to shield, defend, instruct, etc. This is
perfectly absurd.

1. They are God'’s instruments, not self-determining agents.

2. They can only do what they are appointed to perform, for there is no evidence that they have any
discretionary power.

3. God helps man by ten thousand means and instruments; some intellectual, as angels; some rational, as
men; some irrational, as brutes; and some merely material, as the sun, wind, rain, food, raiment, and the
various productions of the earth. He therefore helps by whom he will help, and to him alone belongs all
the glory; for should he be determined to destroy, all these instruments collectively could not save. Instead
therefore of worshipping them, we should take their own advice: See thou do it not - Worship God.

In short, angels are not designed for us to worship.

Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Gen. 32:2.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

The angels are there to give Jacob confidence in all that has occurred. They are also his guardian angels. God
uses angels in many different ways, and one of those ways is to provide us with protection. Jacob is about to face
a real spiritual battle in which he will weigh the pros and cons of a particular action and he will have the clear
choice to believe God and to take God at His Word or to take the low road of human viewpoint. Such a choice
is extremely relevant to our lives today.

Interestingly enough, Jacob has been able to see angels on at least two occasions. Although Abraham ate a meal
with the Revealed Lord and two angels, it is not clear that he knew that these were angels (although, at some
point, he must have, since that fact is recorded in Scripture).

Jacob, on the other hand, when he was leaving the Land of Promise, he came across an elevator/escalator where
angels were transported between heaven and earth. Here, upon his return, angels meet him.

Genesis 32:1 So Jacob went on his way and [an encampment of] Elohim's angels met with him.
| believe that the proper response of Jacob should have been one of increased confidence. No matter what he

was facing, parked right next to his camp was an encampment of angels. Jacob’s faith will appear to be initially
bolstered by this, and he will name this, The Place of Two Camps. Unfortunately, as so often happens, Jacob will
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revert ot human viewpoint and try to appeal to Esau through bribery. God is there; Jacob is protected by Him; but
Jacob simply does not fully believe that.

In this case, the MKJV says: and the angels of God met him. This is the masculine plural, Qal imperfect of paga‘
(92y) [pronounced paw-GAHG], which means to fall upon, to meet, to encounter, to reach; to entreat [by request],
to assail [with a petition], to urge; to strike, to Kill, to slay; to touch out of boundary; to reach [to anyone]; to strike
a covenant [with someone], to make peace. Strong’s #6293 BDB #803. Although this is rather a momentous
event, we are not really told much about it, apart from the fact that it did occur. We know that Jacob records this
event; and it appears that the angels initiate the event (they are the subject of the verb).

Jacob could have seen the angels; but that verb was not used. Given the verb used here, there appears to be
some sort of interaction or more occurring than simply seeing the camp of angels; but what happened more than
that is not defined.

Whatever interactions that Jacob is having here, we are not privy to that. The word, often used for two armies
coming face to face, has such a wide variety of uses that it is nearly impossible to specify exact what
interactions—if any—took place. Twice in this passage, Jacob is said to see them; which suggests that there was
no actual interaction between the two camps (Jacob’s camp and the Angels’ camp).

Given the verb and given that angels are the subject of the verb, this is more than Jacob looks out in the distance
and sees an encampment of angels. But what they actually do here is not clear. One possible guess is, they act
as a welcoming committee of sorts. Another is, they are there providing Jacob with protection.

However, exactly what they do or say is not clear; and Jacob will make a statementin v. 2, but that statement does
not appear to be directed toward the angels. Jacob will see them; he will correctly identify them (although we do
not know if he speaks to himself or to others who are with him).

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: The phrase “angels of God” refers to the elect angels of God since: (1) If
the preincarnate Christ were in view, the singular form of the noun mal’akh would be used and not the
plural form as it is here. (2) Jacob names the place “the camp (army) of God” ruling out a reference
to human beings. (3) The noun Elohim, “God” stands in apposition to the noun mal’akh, “angels.”®’

The text of Genesis 32 does not tell us exactly why Jacob is seeing these angels (or meeting them). Now, even
though the Hebrew says that these angels met with him, this is not the same thing as a meeting you or | might
take. Jacob is not being taken through the camp, meeting each angel, shaking their hand (wing?), and then
moving on to the next angel.

Benson reasonably suggests®® that only Jacob could see them; and that seems the most likely situation.

Genesis 32:1 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.

Genesis 32:1b: Why the angels were seen by Jacob (various commentators)

Benson suggests that this is like the magistrates of a city coming out the greet an anticipated and elevated
visitor. You will recall that, as Jacob was leaving the Land of Promise, the angels also appeared to him. He
had a vision of the ladder/escalator of God, with angels going up and coming down. Here, they welcome home
the man and his sons—all of whom would make up the Hebrew people—they and their descendants.

" From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
%8 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1.
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Genesis 32:1b: Why the angels were seen by Jacob (various commentators)

Clarke: For what purpose the angels of God met Jacob, does not appear from the text; probably it was intended
to show him that he and his company were under the care of an especial providence, and consequently to
confirm his trust and confidence in God.*

Arthur Pink: But at this juncture God's host made its appearance, as though to show him to whom he owed his
recent escape, and as if to further assure him that He who had delivered, did deliver, and he might safely trust
would deliver him...[This situation] reminds us of the experience of the Children of Israel in the wilderness,
centug’)es later, when the Pillar of Cloud went before them by day, and the Pillar of Fire protected their rear by
night.

The Pulpit Commentary: The appearance of this invisible host may have been designed to celebrate Jacob’s
triumph over Laban, as after Christ’s victory over Satan in the wilderness angels came and ministered unto him
(Rupertus, Wordsworth), or to remind him that he owed his deliverance to Divine interposition (Calvin, Bush,
Lange), but was more probably infended to assure him of protection in his approaching interview with Esau
(Josephus, Chrysostom, Rosenmodller, Keil, Murphy, 'Speaker’s Commentary’), and perhaps also to give him
welcome in returning home again to Canaan (Kurtz), if not in addition to suggest that his descendants would
require to fight for their inheritance (Kalisch).®’

| believe that these angels were both a welcoming party and there to give Jacob confidence in God, as he is
about to meet Esau.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Benson further suggests that these angels have been with Jacob all along. Remember, he was not just guided
to the homeland of his Uncle Laban but the first woman that he sets eyes on is the woman that he loves and will
marry. No doubt, there was a great deal of divine guidance in all of that.

We also have the oddity that Jacob in his dream, when going to Padan-aram, dreamed of angels going up and
down between earth and heaven. My point is, it is odd for Jacob to—for reasons which | cannot explain yet—to
have encounters with angels as opposed to encounters with the Revealed God (as the Angel of God). However,
Jacob will encounter the Revealed God at the end of this chapter—the Man who wrestles with Jacob until dawn.

Considering this entire chapter, | believe that God revealed these angels to Jacob with the intent of giving him
something to have confidence in. He will fear Esau and his 400 troops; and God wants Jacob to consider God’s
guidance and protection—something that Jacob has received all of his life.

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

Genesis 32:1b: The invisible conflict before Jacob (various commentators)

Dr. John Gill: These [angles] appeared in a visible form, most probably human, and in the habit, and with the
accoutrements of soldiers, and therefore afterwards called an host or army. Aben Ezra thinks that Jacob alone
saw them, as Elisha first saw the host of angels before the young man did that was with him, 2Kings 6:17 .62

%9 Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:2.

% From http://lwww.biblebelievers.com/Pink/Gleanings_Genesis/genesis_33.htm accessed March 10, 2019.

61 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis 31:1.
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Genesis 32:1b: The invisible conflict before Jacob (various commentators)

Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary: What a different scene is presented to him when his spiritual
eye is opened, and God permits him to see those invisible forces which were engaged on his side.®®

The NET Bible: The phrase angels of God occurs only here and in Gen 28:12 in the OT. Jacob saw a vision
of angels just before he left the promised land. Now he encounters angels as he prepares to return to it. The
text does not give the details of the encounter, but Jacob’s response suggests it was amicable. This location
was a spot where heaven made contact with earth, and where God made his presence known to the patriarch.
See C. Houtman, “Jacob at Mahanaim: Some Remarks on Genesis XXXII 2-3,” VT 28 (1978): 37-44.%

Robert Dean: Jacob has a vision that takes place in verse one that seems like God opens up his vision so that
he sees not only what is going on in the physical world, the natural realm, but he also sees what is beyond that.
God opens his eyes to reveal to him that God is protecting him. He is surrounded by this military encamped.
This is what the word mahanaim often refers to, an encampment of an army. He is surrounded by this army of
angels that are there to protect him. Why would he be so concerned about being protected? Because the last
time that he was home in this land he was leaving as fast as he could because his brother Esau was breathing
threats of murder. Jacob has no idea of the kind of reception he is going to have from Esau and he is fearful.
So at the very beginning we see this hint of what is going on in the passage, this foreshadowing, that God is
reminding Jacob that God and God alone is His protection and the one who is providing for him.®®

Chuck Smith: In what form the angels met him here is not declared, just that the angels of God met him. Angels,
it seems, are able to materialize and to speak to people. Actually in the book of Hebrews, we are told to be
careful to entertain strangers. You might be entertaining angels without even knowing it.%°

Whedon: Angels of God met him — How or in what form, we are not told. Some suppose he had another
dream, like that at Beth-el; but the absence of any mention of dream, or night vision, and the statement in
Genesis 32:2 that “Jacob saw them,” argues rather that the vision was an open one by day. His eyes were
probably opened, as were those of the servant of Elisha, (2Kings 6:17,) and he beheld all around him a host
of the angels of God.”’

| see this as another revelation of the invisible conflict, as well as a reason to have faith in God’s protection while
in Canaan and while meeting Esau.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines
Jacob now has three reasons to trust God in his venture westward: (1) God specifically told Jacob to go; (2) things

with Laban were worked out satisfactorily; and (3) Jacob knows that he is camped right next an angel
encampment. That in itself should be enough reason to have confidence.

There are two categories of angels: fallen and elect. The fallen angels have rejected the authority of God and
have sinned; elect angels have not. This doctrine concentrates on the elect angels.

This doctrine is not the same as the Doctrine of the Angelic Conflict. That doctrine focuses more upon the
warfare between the fallen and elect angels, and how it plays out in our own lives.

Wenstrom and Ballinger on the Function of Angels

83 The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary; edited by Joseph S. Exell, 1892; from e-sword, Genesis 32:1-2.
% From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 6, 2016.

% From Dean Ministries, accessed March 6, 2019.

% Chuck Smith, Through the Bible Commentary C2000 Series; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.

5 Whedon’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Editor: Daniel D. Whedon, D.D.L.L.D.;®1874—1909; from E-sword;
Genesis 32:1.
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10.

Angels are God's servants who are dispatched from the throne room of heaven to execute God's
purposes. The ministry of the elect angels falls into several categories. Generally speaking, the elect
angels: (1) Protect, (2) Provide, (3) Prepare, (4) Proclaim the Word of God and (5) Execute God's
Judgments.
Angels are created spirit beings (Ps. 148:2, 5) in eternity past, (Job 38:4, 7) since the Lord Jesus Christ
created the angels in eternity past (Col. 1:16). They are in eternity (present) a higher category of beings
than humans are (Heb. 2:6-7), however, in eternity (future), redeemed humans will be a higher category
of beings than the angels (Ps. 8:4-5).
There are innumerable angels (Heb. 12:22) and they do not die and neither does their number increase
or decrease (Luke 20:36).
There are now 2 categories of angels in the cosmos: (1) Elect (2) Non-elect or fallen. The elect angels
of God are arranged in ranks as well as
Wrapping one’s head around the concept and function of angels, it might be best understood as, the CEO
of a company delegates responsibilities to those under him. This does not mean that he is incapable of
taking care of these responsibilities, nor does it mean that he is adverse to dealing with such things
personally. In a large organization, the one at the top is primarily all about delegating responsibilities to
those within the chain of command. Although this is not a perfect analogy, it may help us to understand
God'’s use of the angels to take care of certain responsibilities.
In relation to God, the elect-angels perform the following services:
1)  They act as attendants around the throne of God, and are waiting to serve Him and do His bidding.
Psalm 103:20 Isa. 6:1f Job 1:6 2:1 Rev. 5:11 8:1ff
2)  They continually, night and day, offer praise and worship God in heaven. Isa.6:3 Psalm148:1,2
Heb. 1:6 Rev.4:8; 5:11-12
Some angels are observers who rejoice over what the Lord does. Job 38:6-7 Luke 2:12-13 15:10
Some angels will function as soldiers in battle with Satan. Rev. 12:7
Angels are used by the God as instruments to execute His judgments. Revelation 7:1 8:2
relation to the nations, the elect-angels and non-elect angels perform the following services:
Angels announce and inflict judgment (Sodom was a city-state). Genesis 19:13
Michael, the archangel, is the guardian of the nation of Israel. Daniel 10:13, 21 12:1 Jude 9
The non-elect angels rule over the Gentile nations (Daniel 4:17 Ephesians 6:11-16) and seek to
influence their human leaders (Daniel 10:21 11:1).
4) In the Tribulation the elect-angels will be the agents God uses to pour out His judgments. See
Revelation 8-9 and 16.
Angels were quite active in the life and ministry of Jesus. In relation to Christ, the elect-angels perform
the following services:
1)  Angelsinformed Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds of Christ's birth. Luke 1:26-38 2:8-15 Matt.1:20
2)  Anangel warned Joseph to take Mary and the baby Jesus and flee into Egypt (Matt. 2:13-15), and
an angel directed the family to return to Israel after Herod died (vv. 19-21).
3) Angels ministered to Jesus after His temptation. Matt.4:11
4)  An angel strengthened Him in Gethsemane (obviously, this would be strengthening Jesus in His
humanity—in this case, the resolve of His humanity). Luke22:43
5)  Angels were poised to deliver Him from His enemies. Matt.26:53
) An angel rolled the stone from the empty tomb. Matt.28:1-7
7)  Angels announced His resurrection to the women on Easter morning. Matthew 28:5-6 Luke 24:5-
7
8)  Angels were present at His ascension and gave instruction to the disciples. Acts 1:10-11
9) Angels ascended with Him into heaven. Acts 1:11
In relation to His coming again, the elect-angels perform the following services:
1)  The voice of the archangel will be heard at the translation of the church. 1Thess. 4:16
2)  They will accompany Him in His glorious return to earth. Matt. 25:31 2Thess. 1:7
3)  They will separate the wheat from the tares (the righteous from the unrighteous) at Christ's second
coming. Matt. 13:39-40
4)  Angels announce and inflict judgment. Rev. 14:6-7 Acts 12:23 Rev. 16:1
Angels in relationship to some individual believers:
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1)  The angels delivered Lot and his family from the destruction of Sodom. Genesis 19

2)  Angels prepared the way for the servant of Abraham who went to find a wife for Isaac. Genesis 24

11.  In relationship to the believer, angels have done/will do the following:

1)  Angels protect and deliver God's people. Hebrews 1:14 Daniel 6:22 Psalm 91:11 Genesis 19:11
Acts 12:11 Matthew 18:10

2)  They guide and encourage believers. Matthew 28:5-7 Acts 8:26 27:23,24

3) They interpret God's Word to men (no longer an issue with the closing of the canon). Daniel 7:16
10:5,11 Zech.1:9,19 4:1,5 5:5-11 6:4,5

4)  There is the teaching angel of Revelation. This is a concentrated period of conflict, so that the
accumulation of doctrine in a person’s soul is not a lifetime endeavor. Rev.1:1 17:7 22:16

5)  Angels mediated the Law to Moses. Acts 7:53 Gal.3:19

6) Angels carry the saved home when they die. Luke16:22

7)  They execute judgment on individuals and societies (Acts12:23 Gen.19:12,13 Ezek.9:1,5,7; note
the active role they play in the judgments of the Tribulation, Rev.16).

8) Hebrews 1:14 describes ministry of the elect-angels “servant-spirits who are divinely commissioned
and repeatedly dispatched for service on behalf of those who are destined to inherit salvation.”

12. In relation to the Church:

1)  Hebrews 1:14 describes ministry of the elect-angels "servant-spirits who are divinely commissioned
and repeatedly dispatched for service on behalf of those who are destined to inherit salvation." In
this, however, Scripture points to a number of specific ministries:

2)  The elect-angels bring answers to prayer. Acts 12:5-10

3)  They help in bringing people to the Savior. Acts 8:26; 10:3

4)  They may encourage in times of danger. Acts 27:23- 24

5)  They care for God's people at the time of death. Luke 16:22

6) How some of these things occur in our own lives today is unknown; this is a set of activities which
we do not observe in the post-canon period of the Church Age.

13. Interestingly enough, the doctrine of positional sanctification states that the church age believer is
positionally higher than the angels by virtue of their union with Christ through the Baptism of the Spirit,
which takes place at the moment of salvation (Ephesians 2:6).

14. In relation to the introduction of a new dispensation, angels are actively involved when God institutes a
new epoch in history:

1)  They joined in praise when the earth was created. Job 38:6-7

2)  They were involved in the giving of the Mosaic law. Gal. 3:19 Heb. 2:2

3) They were active at the First advent of Christ. Matt. 1:20 4:11

4)  They were active during the early years of the church. Acts 8:26 10:3, 7 12:11

5)  They will be involved in events surrounding the Second advent of Christ. Matt. 25:31 Thess. 4:1

15. Angels as spectators.

1)  They rejoice when even one sinner is saved. Luke 15:10

2)  They actually learn Bible Doctrine from the local church, taking a keen interest in our assembly.
Ephesians 3:10 1Peter 1:12

3) They observe all the affairs of men, and are pleased or offended, as the passage on hair suggests.
1Corinthians 11:10

4)  They took great interest in the incarnation. 1Timothy 3:16

16. The angelic hierarchy is divided into two categories:

1)  The college of heralds and

2)  The angelic army. Most angels do not have wings. Wings are an insignia of rank.

(1) Seraphim have the highest rank with six wings (Isa. 6:2 Rev. 4:8).
(2) Cherubim have four wings, plus the uniform of wisdom (Gen. 3:24 Ezek 1, 10, 28ff).

17. Miscellaneous points:

1)  We are never told to pray to angels or to depend upon angels. Our prayer and dependence is to
be directed to God the Father; and, if angels are involved, then He will see to that.

2)  Although there is great angelic activity in the church age, they do not appear to be visibly manifest
to us in the post-canon Church Age. Bear in mind, seeing an angel in the Old Testament was rare
(just like miracles in the Old Testament were rare); such things appear to be even more rare in the
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post-canon, New Testament period. Personally, | would be suspicious of anyone who claims to
have seen an angel or witnessed a miracle. This does not mean that | doubt the power of God; but
we live in a period of human history where His Word has eclipsed the manifestation of God’s
supernatural power. 2Peter 1:16-21

3) Furthermore, God is teaching angels as well; and there is no better way to teach someone than to
have them actually do something. lllustrative of this: | recall seeing my father fix the brakes of my
car on several occasions. However, a roommate, later on, told me how to fix my own brakes, but
did not touch them himself. | learned how to do my own brakes from my roommate because of this
approach.

4)  Man cannot see angels for they are invisible but can be seen by man when God takes one of two
actions: (1) He lifts the veil of the spiritual dimension (Genesis 28:10-15 32:1-2 2Kings 6:17).
(2) He allows them to change their form to human (Heb. 13:2).

5)  Angelic involvement in this earthly realm communicates God’s essence and character to them as
well.

| realize that angels may seem rather fantastic to some, but what in this universe is not fantastic? The sun, the
existence of so much water on earth, that we are made of molecules whose size is too small to even imagine,
airplanes, computers, birth and life itself?

From http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1163 accessed January 14, 2015

and http://www.versebyverse.org/doctrine/angels.html accessed January 14, 2015.

Also From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019. These points were occasionally edited and new material
was added as well.
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I do not believe that what Jacob was a vision in the sense that, he did not see something that was not there. What
Jacob saw was something which was there—but | don’t think that anyone else could see it.

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

Genesis 32:1: The angels were a sign of encouragement to Jacob (commentators)

Jamieson: [T]his [experience of seeing angels] occurring to Jacob in his return to Canaan, was an encouraging
pledge of the continued presence and protection of God: Psalm 34:7, Hebrews 1:14.%

OTH: Jacob was now receiving divine encouragement to meet the new dangers of the land he was entering.
His eyes were opened to see a troop of angels, ‘the host of God’ sent for his protection, and forming a second
camp beside his own; and he called the name of the place Mahanaim (the two camps or hosts).%

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: [T]he presence of these elect angels would be a sign to Jacob of God’s presence and
protection from Esau and would therefore be a great encouragement to Jacob as he made his way back home.
This vision of angels would reassure Jacob that God cares for him and was also still accessible to him as he
encountered his brother Esau.

Wenstrom continues: Just as the angels appeared to Jacob in order to reassure him as he was leaving Canaan
facing an unknown future (from the human perspective) and preparing to meet his deceitful uncle Laban who
cheated him so the angels appear to Jacob again in order to reassure him as he faces the unknown (from the
human perspective) and prepares to meet his old adversary, his twin brother Esau.”

% The College Press Bible Study Textbook Series; (a compilation of many commentaries); from e-sword; Genesis 32:1-33:17.

% The College Press Bible Study Textbook Series; (a compilation of many commentaries); from e-sword; Genesis 32:1-33:17.
OTH = Old Testament History?

® From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.


http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1163
http://www.versebyverse.org/doctrine/angels.html
https://www.gracenotes.info/bible_studies/genesis.pdf
https://www.gracenotes.info/bible_studies/genesis.pdf
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Genesis 32:2a (= Genesis 32:3a in the Hebrew)

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
1 (e o) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive N SIS
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
to say, to speak, to utter; to say
"amar (xn1) [pronounced cg %gaelfj,l?é frgmgé _t?O 3" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] explain: to intend: fo decide; fo singular, Qal imperfect BDB #55
answer
Ya'aqob (v .?'1)‘ supplqnter; /ns@ous, .dece/.tful; . Strong’s #3290
[pronounced yah-guh- to circumvent; heel; and is masculine proper noun BDB #784
KOHBV] transliterated Jacob
kaph or k® (2) like, as, according to; about, reposition No Strong’s #
[pronounced k°] approximately prep BDB #453
‘asher (xwn) that, which, when, who, whom; . Strong's #834
[pronounced ash-ER] where JEIEHE [P TR BDB #81

Together, ka'asher (oxw1) [pronounced kah-uh-SHER] means as which, as one who, as, like as, as just;

because; according to what manner, in a manner as, when, about when. Back in 1Samuel 12:8, | rendered this
for example.

fo see, to look, to look at, to 3" person masculine

r&’ah (Axn) [pronounced : view, to behold; to observe; to | singular, Qal perfect with Strong's #7200

raw-AWH)] perceive, to understand, to learn,; the 3™ person masculine BDB #906

to know plural suffix
camp, encampment; an army

machaneh (nnan) camp; those who are can'vped masculine singular Strong’s #4264

[pronounced mah-khuh- i [army, company, people]; the construct BDB #334

NEH)] courts [of Jehovah]; the

heavenly host

This is the first occurrence of this word in the Bible.

Lange: Why the angels are called hosts.

1. From their multitude.

2. From their order.

3. From their power for the protection of the saints, and the resistance and punishment of the wicked.
4. From their rendering a cheerful obedience as become a warlike host.”

God; gods, foreign gods, god;

Eldhiym (x70rD) rulers, judges; superhuman , Strong's #430
[pronounced el-o-HEEM] ones, angels; transliterated eSS (el el BDB #43
Elohim

™ The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary; edited by Joseph S. Exell, 1892; from e-sword, Genesis 32:1-2.
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Genesis 32:2a (= Genesis 32:3a in the Hebrew)

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
. , ] ] masculine singular Strong’s #2088,
20 (i) L‘;rho]”ounced  fere, Iis, this one; 1hus; - demonstrative adjective 2090 (& 2063)
FeEsily with a definite article | BDB #260

Translation: When Jacob saw them, he said, “This [is] the army of Elohim.”

Jacob sees a great number of angels; and this is the second time that he has seen so many angels. He
says—and we do not know to whom he speaks—*This is the army of God.”

Given the circumstances, this should give Jacob great confidence. Right there with him is the army of God. How
could he fear his own brother if right beside him is an encampment of God’s angels? However, the key to Jacob
is, despite seeing the angels, he will not demonstrate confidence in God. We can see and hear a great many
things; but our function in life depends upon our faith in the truth of God.

The impression here is that, Jacob is seeing so many angels. As we already know, he is not the poster boy for

the spiritual life. He is, however, in the line of promise. All of his children will be the chosen of God. It is only
logical that God protects His people.

Genesis 32:2a When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.”

Genesis 32:2a: The angels are God’s host (or, army) (various commentators)

Benson: This is God’s host — Or army; so the angels are justly called, because of their great number, their
excellent order, their mighty power, and the service they perform for God and his church, for the protection of
which they are sent.”

Benson also suggests that the angels appeared to Jacob in two camps (one in front and one behind); but that
seems unlikely to me. The two camps spoken of would have been Jacob’s camp and the camp of the angelic
host.

b

The Cambridge Bible: The Heb. word for “host” (mahaneh) is usually, and ought here to be, rendered “camp.
The angels are regarded as the warriors of Jehovah; cf. the narrative in Joshua 5:13—15, and 1Kings 22:19;
Psalm 103:21; Psalm 148:2.7

Dr. John Gill: [Ajngels have this name from their number, order, strength, and military exploits they
perform...The Jewish writers say, the host of God is 60,000, and that the Shechinah, or divine Majesty, never
dwells among less.™

Here, | am thinking of a camp of 10 or 20 angels; and ancient Jewish commentators believed that there were
quite a few more than that. | would have no idea how anyone could come up with a number here.

We do have a similar situation in 2Kings 6:17 Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, please open his eyes
that he may see." So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was
full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. (ESV) So this suggests quite a large army of angels.

2 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:2.

3 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S. Perowne,
from e-sword, Genesis 32:2.

" Dr. John Gill, John Gill’'s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:2. Gill cites Bereshit Rabba, sect. 75. fol.
66. 1 for the number of angels.
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| believe that the angels have always been there; and Jacob is simply being allowed to see them.

Related passages of Scripture: Joshua 5:14 2Kings 6:17 Psalm 34:7 103:21 148:2 Dan. 10:20 Luke 2:13.7
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Jacob has left Paddan-aram and his Uncle Laban, and is now at the cusp of Canaan. Laban, Jacob’s uncle and
father-in-law, caught up with him east of the Jordan and they came to an agreement and then parted, having
agreed to a non-aggression pact.

At this time, Jacob is preparing to meet his estranged brother, Esau.

God'’s timely revealing of Jacob’s guardian angels: One may reasonably ask, why do the angels appear to
Jacob now, but not previously with Laban? First of all, the angels have always been with Jacob. Had he taken
time to review his life, God has looked out for him in extraordinary ways, despite his inherent hardheaded nature
(many of us can appreciate God’s forbearance in this realm). With Laban, he always had a vested interest in
Jacob’s health and welfare, despite being so angry with him. Jacob was the husband of Laban’s daughters and
the father of his grandchildren. He had been a decent husband and father. Any harm coming to Jacob would
have harmed Laban’s daughters and grandchildren. Furthermore, this massive brood would have become Laban’s
responsibility had he done anything to Jacob. Furthermore, what child might not avenge the death of his father?
So, Laban can yell, jump up and down, get right in Jacob’s face and voice his displeasure; but raising a hand
against Jacob would be a foolish thing for him to do.

Now, with Esau, things are much different. He has great power and prestige and he has threatened his brother
Jacob’s life for 20 years now. Whereas, Jacob did not really do much by way of harm to Laban, he certainly did
to Esau. He seemed to have taken the blessing which should have been Esau’s. Now, rationally speaking, this
was a long time in the past and Esau has come out of it pretty well. But a long-standing hatred is not always
rational.

God has always provided Jacob with the protection of these angels. God has been with Jacob throughout his life,
despite his many and spectacular failures. Revealing these angels was to give Jacob confidence in God; but that
confidence was not in Jacob’s soul. Jacob has to have the inner spiritual depth to trust God, and that he lacks.
Jacob needs the Bible doctrine in his soul—he needs a place in his soul where he can anchor his trust and
confidence, but that is lacking.

God allowing Jacob to see these angels is an object lesson for us. We cannot depend upon exterior signs for our
spiritual lives; we must develop spiritually from the inside out (which is the exact opposite approach of the tongues
movement).

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

It comes down to this: what is the most real in your life? God’s promises and provisions or the exigencies of
daily life?

Genesis 32:1-2: Jacob’s Visible and Invisible World (T. H. Leale)

. JACOB'’S VISIBLE WORLD. He had just escaped the persecutions of his father-in-law, and was now
expecting to meet with a fiercer enemy in his brother. All was dread and anxiety.
Il JACOB'’S INVISIBLE WORLD. What a different scene is presented to him when his spiritual eye is

S Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:2.
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Genesis 32:1-2: Jacob’s Visible and Invisible World (T. H. Leale)

opened, and God permits him to see those invisible forces which were engaged on his side. We are told
that “the angels of God met him.” He was weak to all human appearance; but he was really strong, for
God’s host had come to deliver him from any host of men that might oppose. The host of God is
described as parting into two bands, as if to protect him behind and before; or to assure him that as he
had been delivered from one enemy, so he would be delivered from another enemy, which was coming
forth to meet him. Thus Jacob was taught—

1. To whom he owed his late mercies.

2. The true source of his protection.

3. His faith is confirmed. It is justified for the past, and placed upon a firmer basis for the future.

The Bible suggests that what you cannot see or feel is what is most real and most important in life.

The Biblical lllustrator; by Joseph S. Exell; Pub. 1900; from E-sword; Genesis 32:1.
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Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

A few minor observations:

10.

Observations About Jacob, God’s Providence and God’s Angels

Angels appear to Jacob on two occasions: when he is leaving the Land of Promise to go east; and when
he returns to the land.

We should not infer from this that angels are only involved in Jacob’s life when in the Land of Promise.
When he went to Paddan-Aram, Jacob met and married his wives, and his children will become the heads
the 12 tribes of Israel. God’s part in all of this cannot be minimized. This massive camp of angels
indicates this truth.

Many things occurred in Paddan-aram which clearly indicate that God is with Jacob, despite the goofy
things that Jacob does. Whenever Laban tried to put one over on Jacob, God turned things to Jacob’s
favor.

This has confused readers for many years. Jacob had his own ideas in Paddan-aram (like the selective
breeding of Laban’s livestock), and people try to put that on God. Laban acted according to his volition,
Jacob acted according to his own volition, and God acted according to His sovereignty, respecting the
volition of the two men. You cannot line up Jacob’s volition with God’s sovereignty—in fact, much of
Jacob’s life is spent wrestling with God.

Now, even though Jacob was outside of the land of Canaan for 20 years, it stands to reason that God’s
agents, the angels, were also with Jacob all this time, even though they were never manifested to him in
Paddan-aram. God did not manifest Himself to Jacob either in Paddan-aram until it was time for Jacob
to leave that area.

Seeing these angels at this point in time should have given Jacob confidence, in addition to the fact that
he possessed God’s promises about the future of his seed. However, it is clear in this chapter that he
still fears Esau. It appears that he might make some spiritual progress in the next chapter.

Recall that God promised Jacob, as he was leaving the Land of Promise: “Behold, | am with you and will
keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For | will not leave you until | have done
what | have promised you." (Gen 28:15; ESV)

Seeing the angels and perhaps by taking inventory of what God had provided Jacob during these
intervening years, should have given Jacob great confidence that God has been with him all the time.
Despite being protected by these angels, Jacob sets that aside and approaches Esau with both a plan
and a backup plan. Jacob continually wants to control a situation and manipulate those around him.

In other words, Jacob still trusts in himself, but not in God, in his day-to-day life.
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Observations About Jacob, God’s Providence and God’s Angels

11. In this chapter, Jacob will wrestle with the Lord Jesus Christ, which is an indication of what his life has
been like up to this point. He is continually fighting the Lord Jesus Christ, even though God is on Jacob’s
side.

We may easily conclude that Jacob’s relationship with God is much different than Abraham’s relationship to
God. Many of us find Jacob far more relatable than Abraham.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:1-2a So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.”

How should Jacob receive these angels? What should be in his mind? His soul should be filled with confidence,
not with fear. He should recognize that God has sent him angels to welcome him back into the Land of Promise.
Jacob should not be worried about his estranged brother Esau, or about anything else that he might encounter.
God is there with him.

Genesis 32:1-2a So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.”

Genesis 32:1-2a: Jacob and the Angels (various commentators)

Dr. John Gill: [T]he angels of God [are sent by God to Jacob]...to comfort and help him, to protect and defend
him, to keep him in all his ways, that nothing hurt him, Psalm 91:11; these are ministering spirits sent forth by
God to minister to his people, the heirs of salvation; and such an one Jacob was.”®

Keil and Delitzsch: Just as the angels ascending and descending had then represented to him the divine
protection and assistance during his journey and sojourn in a foreign land, so now the angelic host was a signal
of the help of God for the approaching conflict with Esau of which he was in fear, and a fresh pledge of the
promise (ch. Genesis 28:15), ‘| will bring you back to the land,” etc.”

Barnes: Twenty years ago Jacob saw the mystical ladder connecting heaven and earth, and the angels of God
thereupon ascending and descending from the one to the other. Now, in circumstances of danger, he sees the
angels of God on earth, encamped beside or around his own camp Psalm 34:8. He recognizes them as God’s
camp, and names the place Mahanaim, from the double encampment.”

As an aside, Barnes calls this a vision. | don’t see why this would not be considered something which really
happened. Who knows if some of these visions merely allow us to look at what is actually occurring right next
to us?

8 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1.

™ The College Press Bible Study Textbook Series; (a compilation of many commentaries); from e-sword; Genesis 32:1-33:17
(I am guessing that K-D refers to Keil and Delitzsch). Slightly edited.

8 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-32.
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Genesis 32:1-2a: Jacob and the Angels (various commentators)

H. W.Beecher: I did not see, early in the morning, the flight of all those birds that filled all the bushes and all the
orchard trees, but they were there, though | did not see their coming, and heard their songs afterwards. It does
not matter whether you have ministered to you yet those perceptions by which you perceive angelic existence.
The fact that we want to bear in mind is, that we are environed by them, that we move in their midst. How,
where, what the philosophy is, whether it be spiritual philosophy, no man can tell, and they least that think they
know most about it. The fact which we prize and lay hold of is this, that angelic ministration is a part, not of the
heavenly state, but of the universal condition of men, and that as soon as we become Christ’s we come not to
the home of the living God, but to the “innumerable company of angels.”

The Cambridge Bible: The appearance of the angels to Jacob on his return from Haran, as on his
Journey...gives him the assurance of God'’s presence. In chap. 28 it was a dream; here we are told the angels
“met him.” %

L. M. Grant: Jacob recognized them as "God's host," and names the place "Mahanaim," meaning "two camps."
Jacob had not yet learned that his interests ought to be merged with God's interests, therefore he considers
God's "camp” separate from his.®'

David Guzik: /t was not as if God’s angels just joined Jacob. They were with him the entire time. Now Jacob
could see God'’s angels with him and it provided great encouragement.®?

Matthew Henry: Those that keep in a good way have always a good guard; angels themselves are ministering
spirits for their safety, Hebrews 1:14. Where Jacob pitched his tents, they pitched theirs about him, Psalm 34:7.
They met him, to bid him welcome to Canaan again; a more honourable reception this was than ever any prince
had, th8a3t was met by the magistrates of a city in their formalities. They met him to congratulate him on his
arrival.

Dr. Bob Utley: The angels represents YHWH's presence and protection.®*

Wesley: [The angels] met him to congratulate his arrival, and his escape from Laban. They had invisibly
attended him all along, but now they appeared, because he had greater dangers before him. When God designs
his people for extraordinary trials, he prepares them by extraordinary comforts.®®

Whedon: [Jacob] at once recognises them as the same class of heavenly powers that had appeared to him in
the vision of Beth-el. He has around him his own company, no small host; and behold, he is also encompassed
by another camp, God’s company of holy watchers, set to guard and guide him in his way.

Whedon then writes: The great lesson of this event was that of the immanent providence of God. His angels
ever guard the ways of his chosen.®
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® The Biblical lllustrator; by Joseph S. Exell; Pub. 1900; from E-sword; Genesis 32:1.

8 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S. Perowne,
from e-sword, Genesis 32:1.

8 From https://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/Img/genesis-32.html; accessed March 6, 2019.

82 David Guzik’s Commentary on the Old Testament; courtesy of e-sword; ©2006; Genesis 32:1-2.

8 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-2.

84 Paraphrased from Dr. Bob Utley, Copyright © 2014 Bible Lessons International; www.freebiblecommentary.org; from e-
sword; Genesis 32:1-2.

8 John Wesley; Explanatory Notes on the Whole Bible; courtesy of e-sword, Genesis 32:1.

8 Whedon’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Editor: Daniel D. Whedon, D.D.L.L.D.;®1874—1909; from E-sword;
Genesis 32:2.


https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/lmg/genesis-32.html
http://www.freebiblecommentary.org;
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Genesis 32:2b (= Genesis 32:3a in the Hebrew and so throughout)

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
[ r\év:o%)r:cfcj) 1(/|I/Zah] that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive NoBgtEr)ogzg%#
P consequently; because
to call, to proclaim, to read, to
gard’ (7)) [pronounced call to, to calf out _to, 12 3" person masculine Strong's #7121
kaw-RAW] assemble, to summon; to call, to; - g ;15" Qal imperfect BDB #894
name [when followed by a ’
lamed]
shém (wn) [pronounced P name; re;_3 ute;tlzn, tchda?racter; . masculine singular Strong’s #8034
shame] ame, .g ory, cele .ra ea, renown, construct BDB #1027
possibly memorial, monument
place, situated; for a soldier, it
i Geil (T may mean yvhere - 1S SEHENIZ masculine singular noun Strong’s #4725
[pronounced maw- for people in general, it would be with the definite article BDB #879
KOHM)] their place of abode (which could
be their house or their town)
.y masculine singular, :
g (nm)h[g)or]o etz that; this; same demonstrative pronoun StrngBs#?&m
with a definite article

Although the KJV renders this word as this most of the time, BDB gives this usage with the definite article as
properly that.

You will note that this is identical to the 3™ person masculine singular, personal pronoun.

Machanayim (nna'n)
[pronounced mahkh-uh-
AH-yim]

two camps; transliterated proper singular noun; Strong’s #4266
Mahanaim location BDB #334

Obviously, this would be the first occurrence of this noun in Scripture.

Translation: Therefore, he called the name of that place Mahanaim.

Jacob named this place Machanayim (2:onn) [pronounced makh-an-AH-yim] and it means two armies, two camps.
Jacob named it this because there was his group that was encamped there and the group of angels that were
encamped there. We are slightly east of the Jordan River and north of the Dead Sea, although we do not know
exactly where the original site was. As we will see in the future, Machanayim is frequently mentioned in connection
with David.

Jacob actually called that place Machanayim (nna'n) [pronounced mahkh-uh-AH-yim], which is transliterated

Mahanaim; and it means two camps (a reference to Jacob’s camp and the camp of the angels). Strong’s #4266
BDB #334.

Jacob so naming this place two camps is an interesting choice. This is somewhat thematic for this chapter.

The Doctrine of Two Camps (Mahanaim)

1. Originally, there was his camp and Laban’s camp—although they apparently camped in the same place
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The Doctrine of Two Camps SMahanaim!

when Laban came upon him (you will recall that they made a covenant between each other and then
Laban spent the night there). Genesis 31

2. At this point in the narrative, there are two camps: Jacob’s camp and the camp of the angels of God.
Genesis 32:1-2

3. Jacob will recognize that God has made him so prosperous that he is able to divide his own people into
two camps. Genesis 32:8-10

4. Later, Jacob will organize into two camps; one which is a present to Esau and the other which is his
family. Genesis 32:13-16, 21-23

5. When Jacob meets Esau, there will be two companies: Jacob’s and Esau’s. Genesis 33

Although Jacob had one intention for the use of Mahanaim, choosing this word was rather prophetic.
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Other than these camps being near one another, there does not appear to be any interaction whatsoever between
Jacob and the angels of that camp. | don’t think that there was; and it is my opinion that only Jacob could see
them.

It is interesting that God spoke to Jacob on two occasions; but He is not spoken of here. The two camps would
have been his own camp and that of the angels. Throughout Scripture, it is emphasized that we live side-by-side
a plethora of angels.

Oftenin science fiction literature, there is the concept of two (or more) realities or dimensions existing side-by-side.
This is actually not strictly science fiction; it is a reality. Angels do live among us, but in another dimension, so to
speak. They can see us; we cannot see them (except in rare circumstances like this).

Most people watch some television, movies or DVD’s. In fact, many people will binge-watch a series, watching
an entire season in a few days. This is what angels do, they watch us. We provide for them the greatest morality
play ever produced: human history. By watching us, angels learn about God, God’s creation, free will, justice,
righteousness and love.

Have you ever watched an historical movie and you found it satisfying, but you wonder just how much of the movie
was Hollywood-ed up. Some people might actually reach for a history book, having their interest piqued by such
a movie, wondering, just what really happened? Angels get to see what really happened. Furthermore, they have
the added dimension of being right smack dab in the middle of the Angelic Conflict; and the added dimension of
the reality of God (which most movies lack).

Genesis 32:2 When Jacob saw them, he said, “This [is] the army of Elohim.” Therefore, he called the name of
that place Mahanaim.

Genesis 32:2 When Jacob saw them, he said, “This [is] the army of Elohim.” Therefore, he called the name of
that place Mahanaim. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and [an encampment of] Elohim's angels met with him. When Jacob
saw them, he said, “This [is] the army of Elohim.” Therefore, he called the name of that place Mahanaim. (Kukis
mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim. (Kukis paraphrase)
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It is quite interesting that Jacob is, on two occasions, tied to angels. Remember when God first spoke to Jacob,
Jacob observed angels traveling between heaven and earth. Here, he observes a camp of angels. | believe that
both visions (using this word not suggesting that what Jacob saw was in any way false or unreal)®” were designed
to give Jacob perspective, hope and guidance. Throughout his life, Jacob found his feet mired in mud, and God
revealed to him that there was far more to life than the mud which discolored his feet and ankles and sometimes
slowed his journey.

It appears that quite a number of angels were assigned to Jacob because of his line; although it is not altogether
clear what they did. We can only suspect what they did, based upon the Doctrine of Angels which we just studied.

No doubt, God, because He designated a line of promise, through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, angels would be
following this line with great interest.

We have studied this concept before; but the idea is, angels observe us. There are billions of angels, and a great
many of them were observing Jacob and his life (which was none too impressive). Yet, directly from Jacob, would
come God’s chosen people, the Jews.

Jacob, upon seeing this encampment of angels, should have been filled with confidence and comfort. These
angels represent both God’s presence and protection.

Genesis 32:2b Therefore, he called the name of that place Mahanaim.

Mahanaim (Orville J. Nave)

Mahanaim is the place where Jacob had the vision of angels. Genesis 32:2

It is the town of, allotted to Gad. Joshua 13:26; Joshua 13:30

Mahanaim is one of the Levitical cities. Joshua 21:38

Ishbosheth establishes himself at, when made king over Israel. 2Samuel 2:8-12
David lodges at, at the time of Absalom's rebellion. 2Samuel 17:27-29; 1Kings 2:8
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Orville J. Nave (1841-1917), A.M., D.D., LL.D. Nave’s Topics; ®early 1900's; from e-Sword, topic: Mahanaim. Edited.
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Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

Mahanaim (various commentators)

The Cambridge Bible: Mahanaim means two hosts, or, companies. The termination—aim [actually, yim] denotes
the dual. Jacob here refers to the two “companies,” or “encampments,” one of the angels, and the other of his
own followers. See also Genesis 32:7: Genesis 32:10.%

MacLaren: Long centuries after Jacob’s experience at Mahanaim, another trembling fugitive found himself there,
fearful, like Jacob, of the vengeance and anger of one who was knit to him by blood. When poor King David was
flying from the face of Absalom his son, the first place where he made a stand, and where he remained during
the whole of the rebellion, was this town of Mahanaim, away on the eastern side of the Jordan. Do you not think
that to the kingly exile, in his feebleness and his fear, the very name of his resting-place would be an omen?
Would he not recall the old story, and bethink himself of how round that other frightened man.®®

87| believe that Jacob saw what was really there.

8 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S. Perowne,
from e-sword, Genesis 32:2 (edited).

8 Alexander MacLaren, D. D., Litt. D., Expositions Of Holy Scripture; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:1-2.
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Mahanaim (various commentators)

Robert Dean: What we see here is that he has two camps. He calls it mahanaim, which is a dual ending in the
Hebrew indicating two camps. It is a reference to the encampment of the angels and his own physical
encampment. He knows from this that God is the source of his protection.*

The NET Bible: The name Mahanaim apparently means “two camps.” Perhaps the two camps were those of
God and of Jacob.®!

Matthew Poole: Mahanaim, i.e. two hosts; so called, either because the angels divided themselves into two
companies, and placed themselves some before, others behind him, or some on each side of him, for his
greater comfort and security; or because the angels made one host, and his family another.%

In my opinion, the two camps refers to a camp of angels and the camp of Jacob.

Keil and Delitzsch: Mahanaim was afterwards a distinguished city, which is frequently mentioned, situated to
the north of the Jabbok; and the name and remains are still preserved in the place called Mahneh (Robinson,
Pal. Appendix, p. 166).%

The Pulpit Commentary: Mahanaim, afterwards a distinguished city in the territory of Gad (Joshua 13:26), and
frequently referred to in subsequent Scripture (2Samuel 2:8; 2Samuel 17:24; 27; 2Samuel 19:32; 1Kings 4:14),
as well as mentioned by Josephus (‘Ant.’ 7. 9, 8).%

C. |. Scofield: Mahanaim...is, two hosts, or bands -- the visible band, Jacob and his servants; the invisible band,
God's angels. Compare (2Kings 6:13-17).%°

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: “Mahanaim”is the proper noun machanayim...(makh-ah-na-yim), which means, “two
camps,” referring to Jacob’s human encampment and the angels encampment and was located on the Jabbok
River, along which the major east-west trade route connecting the Trans-jordan King’s Highway and the coastal
Via Maris run.%®

We don’t know if this place of Jacob’s matches exactly with the Mahanaim found later in Scripture.

Scriptures on Mahanaim: Joshua 21:38 2Samuel 2:8, 12 17:24, 2Samuel 17:26-27 1Kings 2:8 4:14.%’
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Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

% From Dean Ministries, accessed March 6, 2019.

' From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 6, 2016.

92 Matthew Poole, English Annotations on the Holy Bible; ®1685; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:2.

9 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Genesis 32:1-2.

% The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis 32:2.
%cl. Scofield, Scofield Notes from the Scofield King James’ Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:2.

% From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.

" Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:2.
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Genesis 32:2b: The location of Mahanaim (various commentators)

The Cambridge Bible: Mahanaim was in later times a place of considerable importance. During Absalom’s
rebellion it was the residence and head—quarters of David; see 2Samuel 17:24; 2Samuel 17:27. Cf. 2Samuel
2:8; 2Samuel 2:12; 2Samuel 2:29; 1Kings 2:8. The site is uncertain: from Genesis 32:11 it would appear to be
not far from the banks of the Jordan, and from Genesis 32:22 to lie north of the Jabbok (modern Zerka). In
Joshua 13:26-30, it appears to lie on the confines of Gad and Manasseh.%

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown: Mahanaim...was situated between mount Gilead and the Jabbok, near the banks
of that brook.*®

The Pulpit Commentary: Mahanaim...[is] mentioned by Josephus ("Ant.’ 7. 9, 8), as a strong and beautiful city,
has been identified with Mahneh, a deserted ruin six or seven miles north-west by north of Ajlun (Mount Gilead),
and about twenty miles from the Jabbok; but the narrative appears to say that Mahanaim lay not north of
Ga-leed, but between that place and Jabbok. Hence Porter suggests Gerasa, the most splendid ruin east of
the Jordan, and bordering on the Jabbok, as occupying the site of Mahanaim.®

Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge: Mahanaim was situated between Gilead and the river Jabbok, near the
present Djezan.""’

Whedon: The site of Mahanaim is probably the modern Maneh, on the north of mount Ajlun. It was on the
border of Gad and Manasseh, (Joshua 13:26; Joshua 13:30,) and was a city of the Levites. Joshua 21:38.
Here Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, reigned two years."%

A word of caution from Leupold: Though Mahanaim is repeatedly mentioned in the Scriptures, we cannot be
sure of its exact location. It must have lain somewhere east of Jordan near the confluence of the Jordan and
the Jabbok. The present site Machneh often mentioned in this connection seems too far to the north.'®
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Gen 32:1-2 Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And when Jacob saw them he said, "This
is God's camp!" So he called the name of that place Mahanaim [= two camps]. (ESV)

Jacob then continued to travel west when the angels of God met him. He called this place two camps, because
he had his camp and the angels had theirs.

Now let’s pull this together with the last verse of the previous chapter: Gen. 31:55-32:2 Early in the morning
Laban arose and kissed his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and
returned home. Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And when Jacob saw them he said, "This
is God's camp!" So he called the name of that place Mahanaim. (ESV)

Laban goes east, returning home; Jacob goes west, returning home. There was very little for Laban to return to.
He had sons; but remember, they were just as selfish as Laban, their father, was. The larger portion of Laban’s
family, married to or sired by Jacob, was going to Canaan. This would become the home of the Jewish people,
just as God had promised Abraham, Jacob’s grandfather.

% The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S. Perowne,
from e-sword, Genesis 32:2.

% Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Brown; Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible; 1871; from
e-sword, Genesis 32:2.

190 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis 32:2.
101 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:2.

192 Whedon’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Editor: Daniel D. Whedon, D.D. L.L.D.; ®1874-1909; from E-
sword; Genesis 32:2.

193 The College Press Bible Study Textbook Series; (a compilation of many commentaries); from e-sword; Genesis 32:-33:17.
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Throughout all of this excursion, God has been with Jacob. Jacob seems to miss the big picture, but God has
protected and prospered Jacob greatly. Gen. 30:43 Thus the man increased greatly and had large flocks, female
servants and male servants, and camels and donkeys. (ESV). God has promised to stay with Jacob the entire
time, and it is clear that God has kept that promise (Genesis 28:15 31:3). And, after Laban leave, Jacob sees
the camp of angels nearby, providing Jacob and his family with protection. If only Jacob could have placed his
faith in God’s unequivocal promises.

Genesis 32:1-2 So Jacob went on his way and then a sizeable encampment of God's angels met up with him.
When Jacob saw the angels of God, he said, “This is the army of God.” Therefore he named that place
Mahanaim.

Genesis 32:1-2 Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him. Jacob said when he saw them,
"This is God's camp." So he named that place Mahanaim. (Jack M. Ballinger)

Genesis 32:1-2 Jacob Encounters Angels (Jack M. Ballinger)

Jacob breaks camp and continues his livestock drive moving from the highlands of Gilead.

With Laban out of the picture Jacob has a fresh concern and that is a prospective encounter with his

brother Esau.

Shortly into his renewed journey Jacob is met by a company of angels (v.1).

Separation from Laban is followed by an encounter with angels.

The term "met" (paga) has the nuance of a chance or unexpected encounter.

It is said that Jacob personally "saw them" suggesting perhaps that he was the only one in his entourage

to catch visual contact with these "angels of Elohim."

Jacob even ascribes a name to the place where this chance encounter took place.

"Mahanaim" means "Two Camps."

Like the vision/dream where Jacob saw angels ascending and descending on a stairway to heaven there

is no speech explaining their significance.

10. Unlike the vision at Bethel this viewing is a face to face encounter and not a visionary experience as in
a dream.

11.  In both instances Jacob names the place (e.g., Bethel/Mahanaim).

12. They encounter Jacob but say nothing.

13. They are merely there and silent.

14. Jacob upon seeing them declares, "This is God’s camp!"

15. Jacob did not name the place "Mahaneh-Elohim" as in "God’s camp."

16. The dual reference in the name ascribed by Jacob demonstrates that there are two camps namely,
Jacob’s and God'’s.

17. Clearly the purpose of this gracious encounter was designed to strengthen and encourage Jacob as he
was getting ever closer to an encounter with his brother Esau.

18. The angels of God were there if need be to protect and deliver Jacob from any hostile force that he might
encounter.

19. Jacob’s preoccupation now is the threat posed by a vengeful Esau.

20. Jacob can also be encouraged by the deliverance he has just experienced from the hands of his
antagonistic father-in-law.

21. ltisirrational to think that God would deliver him from one danger only to be consumed by the threat that
is looming on the horizon.

22. V. 2 is a reminder that God has guarding angels watching over the interests of God’s people to act
demonstrably on their behalf if God so directs.

23. Mahanaim is located east of the Jordan, on the border between the tribe of Manasseh and the tribe of
Gad (Josh. 13:26, 30).

24. It served as a temporary residence for David following the Absalom coup (2Sam. 17:24, 27).

25. Jacob, like his father and grandfather, was beset by a strong fear grid.

26. Yet God had promised him protection and success both at the outset and at the conclusion of this Haran

exile (Gen. 26:3 "l will be with you and bless you..." and Gen. 31:3 "Return to the land of your fathers and
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Genesis 32:1-2 Jacob Encounters Angels (Jack M. Ballinger)

to your relatives, and | will be with you.").
27. The inner struggle was between his STA and the promise of God.
28. Will he faith-rest the situation or will he engage in energy of the flesh to deal with the test?

From http://www.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen32.htm accessed March 2, 2019.
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Genesis 32:1-2 But Jacob went to his way, and the angels of elohiym met him. And Jacob said when he
saw them, "this is God's camp." So he named that place Mahanaim. (Ron Snider)

Summary Genesis 32:1-2 (by Ron Snider)

1. Having concluded matters with Laban and having closed the book on that association, Jacob continues
his journey into Canaan proper.

When he arrives on the outskirts of what was officially Canaan, he is met by a company of angels.

He would certainly recognize them, since he had seen angels before at Bethel.

The vision then was designed to comfort and encourage Jacob at a difficult time in his life.

The appearance of these angels is designed to remind him of the fact that these powerful creatures are
at the beck and call of God, and are busily engaged in supporting the believer.

They are ever present to protect the believer from enemies, both seen and unseen.

In commemoration of this event Jacob names the place "two camps".

The two camps were Jacob's relatively powerless nomadic group, and the angelic army.

This appearance was designed to strengthen him for the crisis he is soon to face with his brother.

Gl 5= 2 [N
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From http://makarios-online.org/notes/genesis/gen32.doc (opens as a Word Document); accessed March 3, 2019
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Jacob Sends a Message to Esau

Jacob has been out of the land for 20 years now; however, he left on bad terms with Esau. At the urging of his
mother, Jacob pretended to be Esau in order to steal the blessing from his father that was meant for Esau.
Therefore, at that time, Esau was ready to kill him. So, upon his return, 20 years later, Jacob wants to patch
things up with Esau. Obviously, he does not want to live in fear of Esau killing him.

Bowie: Having achieved reconciliation with Laban, Jacob now finds his old fears returning—those
fears that sent him away from home in the first place. “This long passage is a vivid picture of a man
who could not get away from the consequences of an old wrong. Many years before, Jacob had
defrauded Esau. He had got away to a safe distance and he had stayed there a long time. Doubtless
he had tried to forget about Esau, or at any rate to act as if Esau’s oath to be avenged could be
forgotten. While in Laban’s country he could feel comfortable. But the time had come when he wanted
to go back home."%

194 The College Press Bible Study Textbook Series; (a compilation of many commentaries); from e-sword; Genesis 32:-33:17.
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William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Genesis 32:3-6 records Jacob sending a delegation to his brother Esau in
order to communicate to him his desire to reconcile with him.'®

Jacob being cautious and circumspect upon his being reunited with Esau was rational.

Jacob meeting up with Esau more or less begins here (with Jacob’s message to Esau) and goes to Genesis
33:16-17, where Esau returns home going south and Jacob continues going east into Canaan.

And so sends Jacob messengers to his faces
unto Esau his brother land-ward of Seir a
country of Edom. And so he commands

Jacob sent messengers before him to his
brother Esau, to the land of Seir [in] the
“ \ country of Edom. He instructed them, saying,
Sl _to g LD B UL A0 “Thusrywill you say to my adonai Esau:y‘Sgo
\?v(j';vnilaiianu.l ;23: sszsgsuarns;r:jr;t;lgzgz; Genesis speaks your servant Jacob [to you]: | have
. y , 32:3-5  stayed with Laban and | remained [with him]

[there] until now. And so he is to me oxen until now. | [now] have oxen and donkeys
:n,i;:”_'::’{/"/ aa,,:locﬁ,fgdsf,Taéi',fsntlgn,i,zzg flocks, male and female servants. Therefore,
’ I am sending [my messengers] to know [if] |

Ll ',n,J,/ L () L (1= o D might find grace in the sight of my adonai.’ ”’
[two] eyes.

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country of Edom. He
instructed them what to say: “This is what you will say to my lord Esau, ‘This is a message from your
servant Jacob: I have been staying with Laban, our uncle, all of this time. | now own oxen and donkeys
and flocks, as well as male and female servants. | have sent my messengers to you in the hope that |
might find grace in the sight of my lord.’ ”

Here is how others have translated this verse:
Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so sends Jacob messengers to his faces unto Esau his brother land-ward of
Seir a country of Edom. And so he commands them, to say, “Thus you [all] will say
to my adonai Esau: ‘Thus says your servant Jacob: with Laban | have stayed and
so | remain [there] until now. And so he is to me oxen and donkey, a flock and a
male-servant and a maid-servant. And so | send to make known to my adonai to
find grace in your [two] eyes.””

Targum (Onkelos) AND Jakob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother to the land of Seir
[Sam. Vers. gabla, (gebel,) "the mountain."], in the region of Edom; and he
instructed them, saying, So shall you tell to my lord, to Esau: Thus saith thy servant
Jakob, With Laban | have dwelt, and have tarried, until now. And | have oxen, and
asses, sheep, and servants, and handmaids, and have sent to show my lord, to find
grace in thine eyes.

Targum (Pseudo-Jonathan) And Jakob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of Gabla the
territory of the Edomites, and instructed them to say, Thus shall you speak to my
lord Esau: Thus saith thy servant Jakob, With Laban have | dwelt, and have tarried
until now. And of all that in which my father blessed me there is nothing in my hand;
but | have a few oxen and asses, sheep, and servants and handmaids; and | have
sent to tell my lord that that blessing hath not profited me; that | may find mercy in
thine eyes and that thou mayest not maintain (enmity) against me on account
thereof.

Revised Douay-Rheims And he sent messengers before him to Esau his brother to the land of Seir to the
country of Edom: And he commanded them, saying: Thus shall ye speak to my lord

1% From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
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Aramaic ESV of Peshitta

Peshitta (Syriac)

Septuagint (Greek)

Significant differences:

The Book of Genesis

Esau: Thus said your brother Jacob: | have sojourned with Laban, and have been
with him until this day. | have oxen, and asses, and sheep, and menservants, and
women servants: and now | send a message to my lord, that | may find favour in
your sight.

Ya'aqub sent messengers in front of him to Esau, his brother, to the land of Seir,
the field of Edom. He commanded them, saying, "This is what you shall tell my lord,
Esau: 'This is what your servant, Ya'aqub, says. | have lived as a foreigner with
Laban, and stayed until now. | have cattle, donkeys, flocks, male servants, and
female servants. | have sent to tell my lord, that | may find favour in your sight."
And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother to the land of Seir, the
country of Edom. And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall you speak to my
lord Esau; Thus says your servant Jacob, | have sojourned with Laban, and stayed
there until now; | have oxen, asses, flocks, menservants, and maidservants; and
| have sent to tell my lord, that | may find mercy in your sight.

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother to the land of Seir, to
the country of Edom. And he charged them, saying, Thus shall you say to my lord
Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob; | have sojourned with Laban and tarried until
now. And there were born to me oxen, and asses, and sheep, and men-servants
and women-servants; and | sent to tell my lord Esau, that your servant might find
grace in your sight.

All the ancient versions are in agreement, except that one of the targums has a lot
of additional text.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English

Easy English

Good News Bible (TEV)

The Message

NIRV

Now Jacob sent servants before him to Esau, his brother, in the land of Seir, the
country of Edom; And he gave them orders to say these words to Esau: Your
servant Jacob says, Till now | have been living with Laban: And | have oxen and
asses and flocks and men-servants and women-servants: and | have sent to give
my lord news of these things so that | may have grace in his eyes.

Jacob sent men with messages in front of him. He sent them to his brother Esau.
He was in the land of Seir, the country of Edom. Jacob told his men, ‘This is what
you must say to my master Esau: Your servant Jacob says, ‘| have been staying
with Laban. | have stayed there until now. | have cows and donkeys, sheep and
goats. And | have male and female servants. Now | am sending this message to my
lord so that you will be happy with me.””’

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the country of Edom.
He instructed them to say: “I, Jacob, your obedient servant, report to my master
Esau that | have been staying with Laban and that | have delayed my return until
now. | own cattle, donkeys, sheep, goats, and slaves. | am sending you word, sir,
in the hope of gaining your favor.”

Then Jacob sent messengers on ahead to his brother Esau in the land of Seir in
Edom. He instructed them: “Tell my master Esau this, ‘A message from your
servant Jacob: I've been staying with Laban and couldn’t get away until now. I've
acquired cattle and donkeys and sheep; also men and women servants. I'm telling
you all this, my master, hoping for your approval.”

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau. Esau lived in the land of
Seir. It was also called the country of Edom. Jacob told the messengers what to do.
He said, “Here’s what you must tell my master Esau. ‘Your servant Jacob says, “I've
been staying with Laban. I've remained there until now. | have cattle and donkeys
and sheep and goats. | also have male and female servants. Now I'm sending this
message to you. | hope | can please you.”’”
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New Simplified Bible
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Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in Seir, the country of
Edom. He informed them to say: »Your obedient servant, Jacob, reports to my
master Esau that | have been staying with Laban and that | have delayed my return
until now. »l own cattle, donkeys, sheep, goats, and slaves. | am sending you word
in the hope of gaining your favor.«

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Casual English Bible

Common English Bible

Contemporary English V.

The Living Bible

New Berkeley Version

New Century Version

New Life Version

New Living Translation

Gifts for big brother Esau

Jacob sent scouts ahead to find his brother Esau, who lived in a land called Seir,
sometimes known as Edom [In what is now the country of Jordan.]. Jacob told the
scouts, “Give this message to Esau, my superior. ‘Hello big brother. It's me, here
to serve you. I've been living all these years with Uncle Laban. I’'m coming home
with oxen, donkeys, and flocks, along with slaves—men and women. I've sent these
scouts ahead to tell you this. I’'m hoping you will welcome me.”

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, toward the land of Seir,
the open country of Edom. He gave them these orders: “Say this to my master
Esau. This is the message of your servant Jacob: ‘I've lived as an immigrant with
Laban, where I've stayed till now. | own cattle, donkeys, flocks, men servants, and
women servants. I’'m sending this message to my master now to ask that he be
kind.”

Jacob sent messengers on ahead to Esau, who lived in the land of Seir, also known
as Edom. Jacob told them to say to Esau, "Master, | am your servant! | have lived
with Laban all this time, and now | own cattle, donkeys, and sheep, as well as many
slaves. Master, | am sending these messengers in the hope that you will be kind to
me."

Jacob now sent messengers to his brother, Esau, in Edom, in the land of Seir, with
this message: “Hello from Jacob! | have been living with Uncle Laban until recently,
and now | own oxen, donkeys, sheep, goats, and many servants, both men and
women. | have sent these messengers to inform you of my coming, hoping that you
will be friendly to us.”

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the Seir range of the
Edom country, charging them, “You must say to my master Esau, “Your servant
Jacob says, | have been living as a stranger with Laban and stayed there until now.
| have come to possess oxen, donkeys, herds and male and female servants, and
I have sent to tell my master about it, hoping to gain your favor.””

Jacob wanted Esau to see that he now no longer stood in need of the blessing he had so
cruelly exacted from his elder brother.

Jacob’s brother Esau was living in the area called Seir in the country of Edom.
Jacob sent messengers to Esau, telling them, “Give this message to my master
Esau: ‘This is what Jacob, your servant, says: | have lived with Laban and have
remained there until now. | have cattle, donkeys, flocks, and male and female
servants. | send this message to you and ask you to accept us.”

Jacob sent men to carry news before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the
country of Edom. He told them, "Say this to my lord Esau: "Your servant Jacob
says, "l have been living with Laban, and stayed there until now. | have cattle and
donkeys and flocks and men and women servants. And | have sent to tell my lord,
hoping to find favor in your eyes.""

Jacob Sends Gifts to Esau

Then Jacob sent messengers ahead to his brother, Esau, who was living in the
region of Seir in the land of Edom. He told them, “Give this message to my master
Esau: ‘Humble greetings from your servant Jacob. Until now | have been living with
Uncle Laban, and now | own cattle, donkeys, flocks of sheep and goats, and many
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servants, both men and women. | have sent these messengers to inform my lord
of my coming, hoping that you will be friendly to me.”

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

Beck’s American Translation

International Standard V

New Advent (Knox) Bible

Translation for Translators

Then Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir
and the country of the Edomites. He told them to say to Esau, 'Lord, this is what
your servant Jacob has said: | have visited with Laban and stayed there until now.
And [during this time], oxen, burros, sheep, and male and female servants were
born to me. Now I've sent [my messengers] to beg you, my lord Esau, to help your
servant find favor in your eyes.'

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the country of Seir, the
land of Edom. He gave them these orders: “Tell my lord Esau, “Your servant Jacob
says, “I've been staying with Laban and was delayed till now. But now | have cattle,
donkeys, flocks, male and female servants, and I’'m sending men to tell my lord
about it, so that he will be kind.”””

Then Jacob sent messengers ahead of him into the land of Seir (that is, into the
territory of Edom) to meet his brother Esau. He instructed them, “This is what you
are to say to my master Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob told me to tell you, “I've
journeyed to stay with Laban and I’'ve remained there until now. | now have cattle,
donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants. I’'m sending this message to you,
sir [Lit. to my lord], so that you’ll show favor to me.””

And now he sent messengers of his own on before him, to greet his brother Esau
in the country of Seir, which is Edom’s territory. These were his directions, You are
to tell my lord Esau this, from his brother Jacob: | have been living abroad, on a visit
to Laban, and am but just returned. | have brought back oxen and asses and
sheep, men-servants and women-servants with me. And now, my lord, | have sent
these envoys to thee, to secure thy good will.

Jacob told some men to go ahead of him to his older brother Esau, who was living
in Seir, the land where the descendants of Edom lived. He told them, “This is what
| want you to say to Esau: |, Jacob, who want to be your servant and want you to
be my master, have been living with our uncle Laban, and | have stayed there until
now. | now own many cattle, donkeys, sheep, goats, and male and female slaves.
Now | am sending this message to you, sir, hoping that you will be friendly toward
me/treat me kindly when | arrive.”

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Awful Scroll Bible

Conservapedia

Ferrar-Fenton Bible

Jacob was to send out messengers turned before Esau, his brother, to the solid
grounds of Seir, the field of Edom. He was to lay charge on them, to the intent: You
is to say to my lord Esau: Your servant Jacob is to have said: | am to have stayed
with Laban, and was to be a nonnative there. To me are oxen, asses, small cattle,
and men servants and maid servants, and | was to send out to announce it to my
lord, to find favor in your eye.

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, toward the land of Seir,
in the region of Edom. He instructed them thus: "Say this to my lord Esau: "Your
servant Jacob says this: | sojourned with Laban, and stayed [The word for "stayed"
actually means "delayed."] there until now. | have oxen, donkeys, flocks,
manservants, and maidservants. | am sending this message to you, my lord, in the
hope that | will find grace in your eyes."

Meeting of Esau and Jarob

Then Jacob sent messengers before himself to his brother Esau, at Mount Seir, in
the land of Edom, and he commanded them saying; "You shall say this to my Lord
Esau, — 'Jacob, your servant, says thus, — " | have lodged with Laban, and stayed
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God’s Truth (Tyndale)

Lexham English Bible

Tree of Life Version
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until now, and there are with me bullocks, and asses, and sheep and serving men
and women, so | have sent to inform my Lord, to find favour in your eyes."'
Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother, unto the land of Seir and
the field of Edom. And he commanded them saying: see that you speak after this
manner to my lord Esau: your servant Jacob says thus. | have sojourned and been
a stranger with Laban unto this time and have gotten oxen, asses and sheep,
menservants and womenservants, and have sent to show it my lord, that | may find
grace in your sight. This is the beginning of Genesis 32 in the Tyndale Bible.
And Jacob sent messengers on in advance to Esau, his brother, to the land of Seir,
the region of Edom. And he gave them orders saying: Thus shall ye say to my
master, to Esau: Thus saith thy servant Jacob: | was staying with Laban and was
detained till now. And | have ox and ass and flock and servant and handmaid, and
| am sending to inform my master that | may meet with his favour.

Parashat Vayishlach

Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau

Then Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir, the
field of Edom. He also commanded them saying, “This is what you should say to my
lord, to Esau: ‘This is what your servant Jacob said: I've been staying with Laban,
and have lingered until now. Now I've come to possess oxen and donkeys, flocks,
male servants and female servants. | sent word to tell my lord, in order to find favor
in your eyes.”

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

Christian Community (1988) And going on his way, he sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible (2002)

New American Bible (2011)

New Jerusalem Bible

land of Seir, the country of Edom.

Jacob’s struggle with God

Jacob sent Esau this message, “| have been staying with Laban until now. | have
oxen, asses, flocks, men-servants and maidservants. | have sent to tell you this, my
lord, that you may receive me kindly.”

And Jacob sent messengers before his face to Esau, his brother, to the land of Seir,
the country of Edom. And he commanded them, saying, You shall say this to my
lord Esau, Your servant, Jacob, says this, | have turned aside with Laban, and
lingered until now; And there are to me oxen, and donkeys, flocks, and
menservants, and maidservants, and | have sent them to cause it to stand out
boldly to my lord, that there may be grace in your eyes toward me.

Jacob sent messengers ahead to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country
of Edom, with this message: "Thus shall you say to my lord Esau: '"Your servant
Jacob speaks as follows: | have been staying with Laban and have been detained
there until now. | own cattle, asses and sheep, as well as male and female
servants. | am sending my lord this information in the hope of gaining your favor.™
Envoys to Esau.

Jacob sent messengers ahead to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country
of Edom [Gn 36:6], ordering them: “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: ‘Thus says
your servant Jacob: | have been residing with Laban and have been delayed until
now. | own oxen, donkeys and sheep, as well as male and female servants. | have
sent my lord this message in the hope of gaining your favor.”

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in Seir, the open country
of Edom, with these instructions, 'Say this to my lord Esau, "Here is the message
of your servant Jacob: | have been staying with Laban and have been delayed there
until now, and | own oxen, beasts of burden and flocks, and men and women
slaves. | send news of this to my lord in the hope of winning your favour." "
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New RSV

Revised English Bible

The Book of Genesis

Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the
country of Edom, instructing them, “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says
your servant Jacob, “| have lived with Laban as an alien, and stayed until now; and
I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male and female slaves; and | have sent to tell my
lord, in order that | may find favour in your sight.”’

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau to the district of Seir in
Edomite territory, instructing them to say to Esau, “My lord, your servant Jacob
sends this message: | have been living with Laban and have stayed there till now.
| have acquired oxen, donkeys, and sheep, as well as male and female slaves, and
| am sending to tell you this, my lord, so that | may win your favour.”

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Israeli Authorized Version

Kaplan Translation

Haftarah Vayetze: Hoshea (Hosea) 12:13(12)-14:10(9) (A); 11:7-12:12(11) (S)
B’rit Hadashah suggested reading for Parashah Vayetze: Yochanan (John)
1:43-51

Parashah 8: Vayishlach (He sent) 32:4(3) -36:43

Ya‘akov sent messengers ahead of him to ‘Esav his brother toward the land of Se'ir,
the country of Edom, with these instructions: “Here is what you are to say to my lord
‘Esav: ‘Your servant Ya‘akov says, “| have been living with Lavan and have stayed
until now. | have cattle, donkeys and flocks, and male and female servants. | am
sending to tell this news to my lord, in order to win your favor.” ”

And Yaaqov sends angels

at the face of Esav his brother

to the land of Seir, the field of Edom:

and he misvahs them, saying,

Say thus to my adoni Esav:

Your servant Yaaqov says thus:

| sojourned with Laban and delayed there until now:

and | have oxen and he burros,

flocks and servants and maids:

and | send to tell my adoni,

to find charism in your eyes.

And Yaakov sent messengers before him to Esav his brother unto the land of Seir,
the country of Edom. And He Commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto
my YY Esav; Thy servant Yaakov saith thus, | have sojourned with Laban, and
stayed there until now: And | have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and
womenservants: and | have sent to tell my YY , that | may find grace in thy sight.
Jacob Meets Esau

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to Edom's Field [See
Genesis 25:30. The area was apparently named for Esau.] in the Seir area [See
Genesis 14:6. This seems to contradict the statement that Esau did not settle in Seir
until after Jacob's arrival (Genesis 36:8). Some say that Esau did not actually live
in Seir now, but only visited it regularly (Ramban on Genesis 36:6; Sforno,
Chizzkuni). Others say that this was not Mount Seir, and that the area was named
for Esau (Josephus 2:2:1; see notes on Genesis 25:25, 26:20). It appears that Esau
now lived in the plains near Seir, and later invaded the hill country (see Aggadath
Bereshith). In general, Seir is the area south of the Zered Brook and the Dead Sea.
The messengers were therefore sent a distance of 90 miles from Machanaim.]. He
instructed them to deliver the following message:

"To my lord Esau. Your humble servant Jacob says: | have been staying with Laban,
and have delayed my return until now. | have acquired cattle, donkeys, sheep,
slaves and slave-girls, and am now sending word to tell my lord, to gain favor in
your eyes.'
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[VAYISHLAH]

And Ya’akov sent malachim before him to Esav achiv unto Eretz Seir, the country
of Edom.

And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto adoni Esav; Thy eved
Ya’akov saith thus, | have sojourned with Lavan, and stayed there until now;

And | have shor (oxen), and chamor, tzon, and eved, and shifchah; and | have sent
to tell adoni, that | may find chen (grace) in thy sight.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Expanded Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

The Pulpit Commentary

Jacob’s brother Esau was living in the area called Seir in the country of Edom
[14:6]. Jacob sent messengers to Esau, telling them, “Give this message to my
‘master [lord] Esau: ‘This is what Jacob, your servant, says: | have -lived
[sojourned; lived as an alien] with Laban and have -remained [or been detained]
there until now. | have cattle, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants. | send
this message to -you [my master/lord] -and ask you to accept us ['to find grace in
your eyes].””

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau, his brother, unto the land of Seir,
the country of Edom. As Esau's family grew, he gradually loosened the bonds
which tied him to the home of his parents, since he felt that he really had no part in
the patriarchal blessing. He made the wilderness of Zin, with Mount Hor, his home,
the level portion of which was known as the fields of Seir. And he commanded
them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus,
I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed there until now; and | have oxen, and
asses, flocks, and men-servants, and women-servants; and | have sent to tell my
lord that | may find grace in thy sight. This message with its humble, almost abject
submissiveness was intended to conciliate Esau; it was purposely held like the
report of a subordinate to his superior officer, otherwise the details may well have
been omitted.

Jacob sent messengers on ahead [Heb “before him.”] to his brother Esau in the land
of Seir, the region [Heb “field.”] of Edom. He commanded them, “This is what you
must say to my lord Esau: ‘This is what your servant Jacob says: | have been
staying with Laban until now. | have oxen, donkeys, sheep, and male and female
servants. | have sent [Or “l am sending.”] this message [The words “this message”
are not in the Hebrew text, but have been supplied in the translation for stylistic
reasons.] to inform my lord, so that | may find favor in your sight.”

And Jacob sent messengers (with the messengers of Jacob, the messengers of
Elohim form a contrast which can scarcely have been accidental) before him to
Esau his brother unto the land of Seir,—vide on Genesis 14:6. Seir, nearly
equivalent in force to Esau (Ewald), and meaning the rough or bristling mountain
(Gesenius), was originally occupied by the Horites, but afterwards became the seat
of Esau and his descendants (Deut. 2:4; 2Chronicles 20:10), though as yet Esau
had not withdrawn from Canaan (Genesis 36:5-8)—the country (literally, plain or
level tract = Padan (male Hoses Genesis 12:13) of Edom, as it was afterwards
called. And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esau;
Thy servant Jacob saith thus;—the expression "my lord "may have been designed
to intimate to Esau that he (Jacob) did not intend to assert that superiority or
precedency which had been assigned him by Isaac’s blessing (Genesis 27:29), at
least so far as to claim a share in Isaac’s wealth (Calvin, Bush, Gerlach), but was
probably due chiefly to the extreme courtesy of the East (Gerlach), or to a desire to
conciliate his brother (Keil), or to a feeling of personal contrition for his misbehavior
towards Esau (Kalisch), and perhaps also to a secret apprehension of danger from
Esau’s approach (Alford, Inglis)—I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed—xnnathe
fut. Kal. of xnaoccurring only here, is a contraction for xxnn, like noy for nkop
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(Psalm 104:29; vide Gesenius, § 68, 2)—there until now: and | have (literally, there
are to me, so that | stand in need of no further wealth from either thee or Isaac)
oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and women servants:—cf. Genesis
12:16 (Abraham); Genesis 26:13, Genesis 26:14 (Isaac)—and | have sent to tell my
lord, that | may find grace in thy sight (cf. Genesis 33:8, Genesis 33:15; Genesis
39:4; and vide Genesis 6:8; Genesis 18:3).

Jacob knew he had to pass by the territory of Edom where his brother Esau lived
in the land of Seir. He sent messengers ahead with a message for Esau.

Jacob (to his messengers): This is what | want you to say to my master Esau: “Your
servant Jacob says this: ‘I have lived with Laban as a foreigner and stayed there
working for him until now. | have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female
slaves. | have sent my messengers to inform you, my master, of all this so that |

might regain your trust and favor.”.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Benner’s Mechanical Trans. ...and Ya'aqov [*e"st@nsl gent messengers before him to Esav [P his brother, unto

Concordant Literal Version

Darby Translation

New European Version

New King James Version

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this passage:

the land of Se'iyr @ the field of Edom R and he directed them saying, in this
way you will say to my lord, to Esav ", in this way your servant Ya'aqov Herestrains]
said, | had sojourned with Lavan ™"l and | delayed until now, and it came to pass,
I have ox and donkey, flocks and servant and maid and | sent to tell to my lord to
find beauty in your eyes,...

And sending is Jacob messengers before him to Esau, his brother, to the land of
Seir, the field of Edom. And instructing them is he, saying, "Thus shall you say to
my lord, to Esau, "Thus says your servant Jacob: With Laban | sojourn and it
delayed me till now. And mine are becoming bulls and asses and a flock, and
servants and maids. And sending am | to tell my lord Esau that your servant finds
grace in your eyes.

And Jacob sent messengers before his face to Esau his brother, into the land of
Seir, the fields of Edom. And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak to
my lord, to Esau: Thy servant Jacob speaks thus -- With Laban have | sojourned
and tarried until now; and | have oxen, and asses, sheep, and bondmen, and
bondwomen; and | have sent to tell my lord, that | may find favour in thine eyes.
Jacob sent messengers in front of him to Esau, his brother, to the land of Seir, the
field of Edom. He commanded them, saying, This is what you shall tell my lord,
Esau: ‘This is what your servant, Jacob, says. | have lived as a foreigner with
Laban, and stayed until now. | have cattle, donkeys, flocks, male servants, and
female servants. | have sent to tell my lord, that | may find favour in your sight’.
Then Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of Seir, the
country of Edom. And he commanded them, saying, “Speak thus to my lord Esau,
‘Thus your servant Jacob says: “| have dwelt with Laban and stayed there until now.
| have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants; and | have sent to tell
my lord, that | may find favor in your sight.””

And Jacob sends messengers before him unto Esau his brother, towards the land
of Seir, the field of Edom, and commands them, saying, “Thus do you say to my
lord, to Esau: ‘Thus said your servant Jacob, With Laban | have sojourned, and |
tarry until now. And | have ox, and ass, flock, and man-servant, and maid-servant,
and | send to declare to my lord, to find grace in his eyes.””

Knowing that he may cross paths with Esau upon his return, Jacob sends
messengers to him, in the land of Seir. He informs Esau that he has been staying
with their Uncle Laban, and that he is now returning with a reasonable amount of
wealth and he hopes to find grace in Esau’s eyes.
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wa (or va) (1)

Genesis 32:3a

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

74

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
3 person masculine
shalach (w'7n) fo send, to send for [forth, away],; singular, Qal imperfect; Strona’s #7971
[pronounced shaw- to dismiss, to deploy, to put what is sent BD% #1018
LAKH] forth, to stretch out, to reach out (messengers, a
message) is implied
Ya'aqoéb ('vpa) supplanter; insidious, deceitful; ,
[pronounced yah-guh- to circumvent; heel; and is masculine proper noun StrngBs#i%i%
KOHBV] transliterated Jacob
SO messenger or angel; this word
[ rrgr?(lauar:(ce((;"gggle- has been used for a prophet masculine olural noun Strong’s #4397
P (Isaiah 42:19) and priest P BDB #521

AWK?]

(Mal. 2:7)

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational

No Strong’s #

preposition BDB #510
masculine plural noun
[ r%iglgrr:]cécgjgl‘n;w- face, faces countenance; (F;Ii%ralljliﬁ;'svl\:ﬁﬁ E]Zggzh Strong’s #6440
P P presence 9 ’ BDB #815

NEEM]

person masculine
singular suffix

Together, they mean before him, before his face, in his presence, in his sight, in front of him.

Translation: Jacob sent messengers before him...

We have the same word that is translated angels used here; it means messengers. Jacob has a great many
servants, and he sent a delegation of these servants to Esau to, as it were, test the waters.

Itis quite interesting that, even though the land is quite wide open and the Jacob is going to live in a much different
place from Esau; he apparently wants to clear the air first, just in case. They still had the same father; and their
paths may cross for that reason.

However, | think the primary reason for sending messengers to Esau is not for self-preservation (otherwise, why
not just stay in another land?); but to simply try to set things right. God has guided Jacob out of the Land of
Promise; God told Jacob when to return; and God has made a great many promises to Jacob (and Jacob gave
an oath back to God). In light of all that, Jacob has some confidence in his future in the land—albeit, not a perfect
confidence by any means.

Given how Jacob left things and given when he had done; speaking with Esau at his return was the only
reasonable thing to do.

Let me further suggest that Jacob really does not have a choice at this point. God has told him to return to the
land; he is returning to the land; and it is inevitable that he cross paths with his brother Esau again. Furthermore,
having seen the encampment of angels, Jacob has a renewed confidence—although that will change in vv. 6-7.
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Genesis 32:3b

Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology
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BDB and Strong’s #

unto; into, among, in; toward, to;i directional preposition .
. L ’ D Strong's #413
el (X7) [pronounced ehl] i against; concerning, regarding; (respect or deference
; 2 o BDB #39
besides, together with; as to may be implied)
‘Esav (vuil) [pronounced | handled, made, rough handling; masculine singular Strong’s #6215
gay-SAWV] hairy; transliterated Esau proper noun BDB #796
"ach (xn) [pronounced brother, half-brqthfar; kinsman or masgullne sw:jgular noun Strong's #251
close relative; one who with the 3" person
awhk] : : ' BDB #26
resembles masculine singular suffix
earthward (all or a portion
: thereof), on [toward, upon] the i feminine singular noun .
SIS (N?Q/.[rgz? aLEse earth [ground]; on [upon, toward]: with the directional hé; StrngBs#;f;7576
the land [territory, country, construct form
continent; ground, soil]
Sé‘yr (¥yn) . ] . . masculine singular, Strong’s #8165
[pronounced say-GEER] et SEeey; e e e SEr proper noun BDB #973
sadeh (¥1p) Ze/gr" l:gghtioyg;r{’lnof’o erz;;;et;d(’j masculine singular Strong’s #7704
[pronounced saw-DEH] P yérea pop construct BDB #961
"Edéwm (xTih)
[pronounced eh-DOHM)]; : reddish; and is transliterated masculine brober noun Strong’s #123
also ’Edém (x7n) Edom, Edomites prop BDB #10
[pronounced eh-DOHM

Translation: ...to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir [in] the country of Edom.

He sent these messengers to his brother Esau, who was living in the land of Seir, which is in Edom.'® | find this
quite interesting. Jacob had to know, somehow, where his brother lived, which apparently was no longer with their
parents in Canaan. So, he apparently kept in touch, with whatever means were available in that era—not
necessarily with Esau, but with his mother and/or father—so that he knew where Esau was and how to make
contact with him. This information is missing, how Jacob determined where to locate Esau. Did he send
messengers ahead to determine this while returning to Canaan? Did he keep in touch while living in Haran?

Not many commentators noticed this (or wrote about it); but all that is available to do is to speculate. Who
informed Jacob? How did he know? | am unaware of any clues which solve this minor mystery.

Dr. Peter Pett: [Jacob] is aware of his brother’s whereabouts. He has clearly kept in touch with his
family who have kept him informed.""’

The Split Between Jacob and Esau: You may recall that Jacob and Esau split up on very bad terms. Isaac was
going to give his end-of-life blessing to Esau, but Rebekah, their mother, told Jacob to pretend to be Esau and
thus take away his blessing. Esau soon found out that his father Isaac had blessed Jacob instead of him (he did
not know of his mother’s participation), and he was furious. In fact, Esau even fantasized about killing his brother
Jacob over this. Rebekah decided that she needed to get Jacob out of town, but she could not say that this was

1% There is some confusion as to the relationship between Seir and Edom.
97 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:3-5.
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about Esau’s threats. She should not have known about such threats or why Esau is mad at Jacob. If she reveals
that she knows this information, then she is also revealing that she instigated all of this to begin with, which she
did. This would have put her on the outs with her husband Isaac and her son Esau forever more.

As an aside, we never find out whether Esau knew that his mother had a hand in this deception or not. Esau did
move away from his family, which was rare in the ancient world. Did he know or did he simply leave Canaan,
recognizing that he had not long-term future in Canaan. That s, if Esau was not the line of promise—and he was
not—then if he recognizes opportunities outside of Canaan, why not pursue them?

Anyway, back to the deception, Esau’s anger, Rebekah’s secret and Jacob needing to leave in order to preserve
his life: the cover story—and this was a good one—is that Jacob needed to marry a woman who is not a heathen.
There had been the acknowledged problem that his brother Esau had married Canaanite women, and they made
life miserable for Isaac and Rebekah (we don’t know how exactly; | would think it involved the wives’ worship of
false gods). So Jacob would be sent back east to marry a woman from their eastern family.
Presumably—although this is never directly stated—such a woman would worship the same, Revealed God, as
did Isaac and Rebekah.

So, 20 years ago, Jacob was sent away; thus allowing time for his brother Esau to cool down over his stolen
blessings. Esau will recognize, after the fact, that God blessed him as well.

So, Jacob is returning to the land, some 20 years later, but he has no idea as to the reception that Esau would
give him.

Thomas: [Jacob] knows that there can be no peace and quiet until his relations with Esau are assured
and put on a proper footing. Not until that matter was settled could Jacob feel certain of his future.'®

Matthew Poole: [Jacob sent messengers to Esau] to acquaint him with his coming, and with the state
of his affairs, that he may obtain pardon for his former errors, and Esau’s favour and friendship for the
future.'®®

You will note that Jacob somehow knows where to send this message. Esau would have moved to Seir after
Jacob left Canaan.

The word for messengers is exactly the same word translated angels in v. 1. It is the word mal®ak® (n'7x)
[pronounced mahl’-AWK?], and it means, messenger or angel. This word is also used for a prophet (Isaiah 42:19)
and for a priest (Mal. 2:7). Strong’s #4397 BDB #521. However, here is means messengers.

At this time that Jacob returns, Isaac, their father, is still alive; and we do not know about their mother.

Horim = Horites.

Seir (from Nave’s Topical Bible)

A range of hills trending southwest from the Dead Sea. Deut. 1:2

Along the route from Horeb to Kadesh barnea. Deut. 1:1-2

Children of Israel journey by. Deut. 1:2; Deut. 2:1; Deut. 33:2

Originally inhabited by Horites. Genesis 14:6; Genesis 36:20-30; Deut. 2:12

Later inhabited by the children of Esau after they destroyed the Horim. Deut. 2:12; Deut. 2:22; Genesis
32:3; Genesis 33:14; Genesis 33:16; Genesis 36:8—-9; Num. 24:18; Deut. 2:4-5

The southern boundary of the conquests of Joshua. Joshua 11:15-18

o=

o

198 From https:/lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/genesis-32.html; accessed March 7, 2019.
199 Matthew Poole, English Annotations on the Holy Bible; ®1685; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:5 (edited).
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Orville J. Nave (1841-1917), A.M., D.D., LL.D. Nave’s Topics; ®early 1900's; from e-Sword, topic: Seir.
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Genesis 32:3 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country of
Edom.

Esau and the Land of Seir (various commentators)

Matthew Poole makes a few assumptions here: Esau had removed his habitation from Canaan, partly out of
discontent at his parents; partly as most convenient for his course of life; and principally by direction of Divine
Providence, that Canaan might be left free and clear for Jacob and his posterity."°

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown: [The land of Seir is] a highland country on the east and south of the Dead Sea,
inhabited by the Horites, who were dispossessed by Esau or his posterity (Deut. 11:12). When and in what
circumstances he had emigrated there, whether the separation arose out of the undutiful conduct and idolatrous
habits of his wives, which had made them unwelcome in the tent of his parents, or whether his roving disposition
had sought a country from his love of adventure and the chase, he was living in a state of power and affluence,
and this settlement on the outer borders of Canaan, though made of his own free will, was overruled by
Providence to pave the way for Jacob’s return to the promised land.""

Dr. Peter Pett: Esau, recognising that he now had no part in the rulership of the family tribe (Genesis 27:39-40),
had aligned himself by marriage with the confederate tribes of Ishmael (Genesis 28:9). He moved to the desert
region and there built up his own tribe, no doubt with Ishmael’s assistance and had thus became a minor ruler
over a band of warriors with whom he lived out the active life that he had always desired. With their assistance
he was able to build up his wealth. Many rich caravans would pass near their territory on the King’s Highway
(see Num. 20:14-21) which by one means or another would contribute to their treasury (either by toll or by
robbery) and they necessarily built up flocks and herds for their own survival.

Pett continues: Eventually they would gain ascendancy over neighbouring peoples until the land becomes
known as the land of Edom (Genesis 36:16—17; Genesis 36:21; Genesis 36:31) i.e. of Esau (Genesis 25:30;
Genesis 36:1; Genesis 36:19; Genesis 36:43), although originally called the land of Seir (here and Genesis
37:30). The latter name is connected with the Horites who originally lived there (Genesis 36:20) who were
clearly absorbed into the clan or confederacy.

Pett concludes: The land where Seir the Horite and his tribe and descendants dwelt, part of which was now
controlled by Esau’s men...Esau appears to lead an itinerant life, partly at home with his father who was blind
and needed his assistance, and where he had his own herds and flocks, and partly out with his men adventuring
in the season of such activities when the demands of farming were less. It was only after the death of his father
that he finally forsook the family tribe (Genesis 36:6)."

Although Whedon"® suggests that it might be at this time that Esau is driving the Horites out of Seir; but we
really have no idea when he did this (recall that 20 years have passed since Jacob left Canaan).

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: The name “Seir,” demarcates the Edomite territory, which was situated at the
southeast border of Palestine (Judges 11:17; Numbers 34:3) and was properly called “the land of Seir”’ (Genesis
36:8; Gen 32:3; Joshua 24:4; Ezekiel 35:3, 7, 15) and “the country of Edom.” "

"0 Matthew Poole, English Annotations on the Holy Bible; ®1685; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:3.

" Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Brown; Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible; 1871; from
e-sword, Genesis 32:3.

"2 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:3-8.

"3 Whedon’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Editor: Daniel D. Whedon, D.D. L.L.D.; ®1874—1909; from E-
sword; Genesis 32:3.

"4 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
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Esau and the Land of Seir (various commentators)

Merrill F. Unger: The physical geography of Edom is somewhat peculiar. Along the western base of the
mountain range are low calcareous hills. These are succeeded by lofty masses of igneous rock, chiefly
porphyry, over which lies red and variegated sandstone in irregular ridges and abrupt cliffs with deep ravines
between. The latter strata give the mountains their most striking features and remarkable colors. The average
elevation of the summit is about two thousand feet above the sea.

Unger continues: Along the eastern side runs an almost unbroken limestone ridge, a thousand feet or more
higher than the other. This ridge sinks down with an easy slope into the plateau of the Arabian Desert. Although
Edom is thus wild, rugged, and almost inaccessible, the deep glens and flat terraces along the mountainsides
are covered with rich soil, from which trees, shrubs, and flowers now spring up luxuriantly."®

Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge: The land, or mountains, of Seir was situated south and east of the Dead Sea;
forming a continuation of the eastern Syrian chain of mountains, beginning with Antilibanus, and extending from
thence to the eastern gulf of the Red Sea.™®

Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge passages on Seir: Genesis 14:6 33:14, 16 36:6-8 Deut. 2:5, 22
Joshua 24:4."7

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:3 Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir [in] the country of Edom.
(Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:3 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country of Edom.
I don’t know if Seir and Edom are the same place, if one is within the other, or if they refer to lands which are side-
by-side. V. 3 makes it sound as if Seir is a region within Edom. Naming both seems to indicate some sort of
distinction; but, in Genesis 36, the line of Seir and the line of Esau seem to be interrelated in some way—as if
parallel families living in the same general region. In the future, there will be a family which wants to live with and
exchange wives with Jacob’s family. It appears that this may have been what happened between Esau and Seir.

It is quite likely that Esau, based upon his conversation with his father, realized that he would not inherit the land
of Canaan for himself, so he took another route. Gen. 27:39—40 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:
"Behold, away from the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be, and away from the dew of heaven on high.
By your sword you shall live, and you shall serve your brother; but when you grow restless you shall break his yoke
from your neck." In fact, at first, Esau was waiting out the death of his father, that he might kill Jacob because
of this stolen blessing (Genesis 27:41). However, it appears that he has accepted this as his fate, and, as a result,
he has been doing pretty well.

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown words lead us into v. 4: The purpose of the message was that, after
a residence of twenty years in Mesopotamia, he was now returning to his native land, that he did not
need any thing, for he had abundance of pastoral wealth, but that he could not pass without notifying
his arrival to his brother and paying the homage of his respectful obeisance. Acts of civility tend to
disarm opposition and soften hatred (Eccles. 10:4)."®

5 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019. Wenstrom cites The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally
published by Moody Press of Chicago, lllinois. Copyright (c) 1988.

116 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:3.
m Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:3.

"8 Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Brown; Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible; 1871; from
e-sword, Genesis 32:4 (slightly edited).
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

Genesis 32:4a

Common English Meanings

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,
consequently; because

Notes/Morphology

waw consecutive

The Book of Genesis

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #253

tsavah (x1n) [pronounced
tsaw-VAW]

to commission, to mandate, to
appoint; to ordain; to lay charge
upon, to give charge to, charge
[command, order][; to instruct [as
in, giving an order]

3" person masculine
singular, Piel imperfect,
3" person masculine
singular suffix

Strong's #6680
BDB #845

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational

No Strong’s #

preposition BDB #510
to say, to speak, to utter; to say
"amar (xn1) [pronounced i onese!f], e th”?k" .to e Strong’s #559
command; to promise; to Qal infinitive construct
aw-MAHR] . ] e BDB #55
explain; to intend; to decide; to
answer
kéh (3n) [pronounced so, thus, here, hence; now; in adverb Strong’s #3541
koh) the meantime BDB #462
to say, to speak, to utter; to say
"amar (xn1) [pronounced cg %gaelfj,l?é tont)%r;é(é _t?O 2" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] , 0P y plural, Qal imperfect BDB #55

explain; to intend; to decide; to
answer

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s #
BDB #510

‘adoniy (xTi')
[pronounced uh-doh-
NEE]

my Lord, my Master, my
Sovereign; my lord [master]; can
be used to refer to a possessor,
an owner; transliterated Adoni,

adoni

masculine singular noun
with the 1% person
singular suffix

Strong’s #113 &
#136 BDB #10

The difference between this spelling and those which end in —ay or —8y is a vowel point, which would have been
added much later by the Massorites. However, there would have been a difference in pronunciation.

Several translations render my lord the king as your majesty (see CEV, GNB, God’s Word™, and NSB for

1Kings 1:2).

‘Esav (vvil) [pronounced handled, made, rough handling;é

gay-SAWV]

hairy; transliterated Esau

masculine singular
proper noun

Translation: He instructed them, saying, “Thus will you say to my adonai Esau:...

Strong’s #6215
BDB #796

Jacob does not make direct contact; he sends his servants there first. This would be the proper way of doing

things.

How Esau treats Jacob’s servants may give Jacob an idea how Esau will treat him. However, | believe that this
is simply the way that things are done.
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By calling Esau my lord, Jacob establishes respect for Esau among his messengers (who are probably slaves).
He is making it clear that Esau should be approached with all due respect.

Jacob sends these messengers ahead of him—indicating that Jacob had a number of men who were his slaves
or who worked for him. We don’t realize at first the large retinue that is with Jacob. At first, it appears that it is
Jacob + wives + children; but there are many more people with him than this. Previously, we have found that he
had many male and female servants.

Genesis 32:4b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
1 (e o) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive N SIS
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
kéh (3n) [pronounced so, thus, here, hence; now; in adverb Strong’s #3541
koh) the meantime BDB #462
to say, to speak, to utter; to say
"amar (xn1) [pronounced e onese!f], @ th”?k" .to 3" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR)] COMHIENISE 10 FROIEEy I singular, Qal perfect BDB #55
explain; to intend; to decide; to ’
answer
¢ slave, servant; underling; masculine singular noun ,
Sl (y;_jr)B[pronounced subject; this can mean military with a 2" person SIS L
GE"-ved] o . , ) BDB #713
men, soldiers in the plural masculine singular suffix
Ya'aqéb (v .?'1)‘ supplqnter; InSId.IOUS, .dece/.tful; . Strong’s #3290
[pronounced yah-guh- to circumvent; heel; and is masculine proper noun BDB #784
KOHBV] transliterated Jacob

Translation: ..."So speaks your servant Jacob [to youl]:...

These are the words which Jacob’s servants are to say to Esau. The first words his servants will say are, “This
is what your servant Jacob has to say...”

Genesis 32:3—4b Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country
of Edom. He instructed them what to say: “This is what you will say to my lord Esau, ‘This is a message from
your servant Jacob:...””

Genesis 32:4a-b: Understanding Jacob’s motivation at this point (a discussion)

Benson: was conscious how deeply he had offended his brother, and remembered the enmity which his brother
cherished against him, and hence was not without an apprehension that he might now execute the threatened
revenge.

Benson continues: Jacob had had of the divine protection; though he had just seen himself surrounded with a
host of guardian angels; though he had undertaken his journey in obedience to God’s express command, and
had God’s renewed promise to assure him of a safe return, (Genesis 28:15; Genesis 31:13,) yet a
consciousness of having injured his brother, and of his brother’s having it in his power, should God permit him,
to avenge himself, damps his faith, and fills him with the most painful and distressing apprehensions.™®

9 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:6—7.
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Genesis 32:4a-b: Understanding Jacob’s motivation at this point (a discussion)

The NET Bible: The narrative recounts Jacob’s groveling in fear before Esau as he calls his brother his “lord,”
as if to minimize what had been done twenty years ago.'®

Benson: He calls Esau his lord, and himself his servant, to intimate that he did not insist on the prerogatives
of the birthright and blessing which he had obtained for himself, but left it to God to fulfil his own purpose in his
seed.™

My point of view is, Jacob’s approach to Esau here is one of respect and humility. He was really sent to Haran
for his stealing Esau’s blessing. Finding a wife there was a good cover story; and Jacob did. In any case,
Jacob wants to make up for how he deceived his brother.

What many commentators tend to do here is confuse the order in which these events take place, and then draw
some wrong conclusions. Let me be more specific: Jacob will find out the Esau is coming towards him with 400
men (v. 6) and he becomes afraid (v. 7). When Jacob sends out his original message to Esau, Jacob has a
plan, but it seems to be more related to Esau’s anger 20 years ago than to anything else. Jacob does not
necessarily know the size of Esau’s retinue at this point.

| don’t believe that Jacob was groveling in fear when he first contacted Esau. However, when he finds out that
Esau is traveling with 400 men, then Jacob will begin to feel the fear.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:3—4b Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country
of Edom. He instructed them what to say: “This is what you will say to my lord Esau, ‘This is a message from
your servant Jacob:...”

Jacob’s exercise of normal prudence

At this point in the narrative, | believe that Jacob is showing normal prudence throughout this chapter:

He refers to himself as a servant; to Esau as lord.

He sends messengers of peace to Esau.

He prays to God and calls God to consider His promises.

He divides his company into two camps, so as to save one in case Esau attacked.
He sends a present ahead of everyone, hopefully to mollify Esau.

o=

Some odd motivations are attributed to Jacob throughout this chapter; but common sense prudence seems to
explain most of what he does.

The Geneva Bible comments: He reverenced his brother in worldly things, because he mainly looked to be
preferred to the spiritual promise." That may be giving Jacob a skosh too much credit.

The points are more or less taken from The Biblical Illustrator; by Joseph S. Exell; Pub. 1900; from E-sword; Genesis
32:3-9; T. H. Leale.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:3—4b Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country
of Edom. He instructed them what to say: “This is what you will say to my lord Esau, ‘This is a message from
your servant Jacob:...”

120 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 6, 2016.
21 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:4.
122 Geneva Bible Translation Notes; courtesy of e-sword; 1599; Genesis 32:4.
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Genesis 32:4a-b: Jacob’s Language shows respect toward Esau (a discussion)

The Cambridge Bible: Jacob adopts the language of extreme courtesy and respect.'?

Clarke: Jacob acknowledges the superiority of his brother; for the time was not yet come in which it could be
said, The elder shall serve the younger.*

Calling Esau lord is a title of respect. Jacob is not subjugating himself to Esau or, in some way, returning his
blessing to him. Jacob is not renouncing his right of primogeniture nor is he even telling Esau, “You're the
superior man.”'?°

At this point, | believe that Jacob has a greater assurance of his place in the plan of God. | don’t mean that he
has complete and full confidence; but the last thing on his mind is, how can | put one over on Esau?

Dr. John Gill: [Jacob expressed] great humility and modesty; for though his father Isaac by his blessing had
made him lord over Esau, the time was not come for this to take place, his father not being yet dead; and
besides, was to have its accomplishment not in his own person, but in his posterity.'?®

| think that Gill might be giving Jacob too much credit. Would this have been his motivation. Jacob’s prudence
is the right approach, given the circumstances by which he left Canaan.

J. Vernon McGee: This fellow Jacob is still clever, isn’t he? He just cannot let go, even after his experience with
Laban. He is returning back to the land, and he remembers the last time he saw Esau twenty years ago, when
Esau was breathing out threatenings against him. Notice that Jacob sends servants and instructs them, saying,
"When you get to Esau my brother, say to him, “My lord Esau.” " Of all things! And then he has them refer to
himself as "Your servant Jacob." That’s not the way Jacob had spoken before. He had manipulated for the
birthright and had stolen the blessing. He had been a rascal, but now his talk is different. | guess he had learned
a few things from Uncle Laban."®

Keil and Delitzsch: From this point Jacob sent messengers forward to his brother Esau, to make known his
return in such a style of humility (“thy servant,” “my lord”) as was adapted to conciliate him.'?®

God had given Jacob preeminence over his brothers (Genesis 27:29). It is not up to Jacob to do anything in
order for this to take place. Certainly upon meeting his estranged brother after 20 years, throwing that in his
face would have been the exact wrong approach.

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Notice the deferential language that Jacob instructs the delegation to use when
addressing Esau, “my lord” and “your servant.” He uses these deferential terms to convey to Esau that his
intentions are peaceful and conciliatory and that he does not wish to claim the promise that “the older shall
serve the younger.” '?

Robert Deffinbaugh: The substance of his message to Esau was that he had returned a wealthy man. In this
case he was not coming back in order to place a claim on his father’s wealth. Jacob sought to assure Esau that
his return was a friendly and non-threatening one. All that he sought was Esau’s favor."®

23 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S.
Perowne, from e-sword, Genesis 32:4.

124 Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:4.

125 paraphrased from Matthew Poole, English Annotations on the Holy Bible; ®1685; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:4.

26 Dr. John Gill, John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:4.

127 Erom https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt accessed March 10,2019 (Ch. 32) (slightly edited).
128 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Genesis 32:4-7.

129 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.

130 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019. Wenstrom cites The Book of Genesis; Biblical Studies Press,
1997.
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Genesis 32:4a-b: Jacob’s Language shows respect toward Esau (a discussion)

Bruce K. Waltke: Although this introductory greeting conforms to the customary epistolary style of the ancient
Near East, nevertheless, through this courtesy Jacob begins to right the arrogance toward his brother that
brought him in diametrical opposition to his promised destiny (27:29). Like Abraham with Lot, Jacob takes the
first step toward giving up the rights of his election to the blessing (13:1-12), trusting God to fulfill the promise.

His rivalry with Esau is about over.

131

The principle of respect might by found in Prov. 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs

up anger.

Chapter Outline

Hebrew/Pronunciation

Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:4c

Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology

BDB and Strong’s #

‘im (vn) [pronounced . o preposition of nearness Strong’s #5973
Geem] A, s B, (OCENE 2% el and vicinity BDB #767
Laban (‘72]) [pronounced white; shining; gentle; brittle; and masculine singular Strong’s #3838
law?-VAWN] is transliterated Laban proper noun; location BDB #526
e 92) | 1" peson sinuir Ca
gOwr (am) [pronounced jto st;r u toystrivg with }:‘o perfect (this verb is a Strong’s #1481
goor] P: ’ homonym; all basic BDB #158

quarrel with; and, (3) to dread, to
be afraid of, to stand in awe of

meanings are given)

wa (or va) (1)

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,

waw consecutive

No Strong’s #

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because

[prgrfgigézgjgw- to remain behind, to stay behind;i 3™ person masculine Strong’s #309
KHAHR] to delay, to tarry; to leave behind: singular, Qal imperfect BDB #29

‘ad (v7) [pronounced . i preposition of duration or Strong’s #5704
gahd] as far as, even to, up to, until of limits BDB #723

‘attadh (vnp) [pronounced o : Strong’s #6258
Gaht-TAWH] now, at this time, already adverb of time BDB #773

Translation: .../ have stayed with Laban and | remained [with him] until now.

Jacob first explains where he has been all of this time. Both men are familiar with Laban and with his family back
east. So, Jacob does not have to describe just exactly who this Laban fellow is. | think that both men, as children,
heard the story of Isaac and Rebekah many times as a bedtime story; so that they remembered it—this is
Genesis 24, which has all the trappings of a bedtime story (but, let me quickly add, it is true). Both Jacob and
Esau had a picture in their minds of the land of Laban; and of the circumstances surrounding the fetching of their
mother from the east.

" From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019. Wenstrom cites Genesis, A Commentary, page 442,
Zondervan.
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Jacob has been with this brother of their mother up until this time. Esau would have been well-acquainted with
his Uncle Laban, even though they likely never met.

Unlike before, when Jacob tried to deceive or manipulate his brother, now he is being straightforward and honest.
Without coming out and saying it directly, Jacob, in my opinion, seems to be communicating, “This is not the old
Jacob; | am not going to try to exploit our family relationship for my own benefit.” At the same time, | don’t think
that Jacob has given much thought to Esau and where he might be at, mentally and emotionally speaking, at this
time. | believe that Jacob, 20 years later with 20 years of maturity, is communicating to an Esau of 20 years ago.
| base this on Jacob’s reaction to Esau when his servants return with a message.

Genesis 32:4 He instructed them, saying, “Thus will you say to my adonai Esau: ‘So speaks your servant Jacob
[to you]: I have stayed with Laban and | remained [with him] until now.’ ”(Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:5a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so,

that, yet, therefore, No Strong’s #

wa (or va) (1) waw consecutive

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
hayah (n'n) [pronounced 2 gs;n’: imzsb:/;e; 't?obcicn?:;n?o’ 2 3" person masculine Strong's #1961
haw-YAW] 9. singular, Qal imperfect BDB #224

pass

Without a specific subject and object, the verb hayah often means and it will come to be, and it will come to
pass, then it came to pass (with the waw consecutive). It may be more idiomatically rendered subsequently,
afterwards, later on, in the course of time, after which. Generally, the verb does not match the gender whatever
nearby noun could be the subject (and, as often, there is no noun nearby which would fulfill the conditions of

being a subject).

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational
preposition with the 1%
person singular suffix

No Strong’s #
BDB #510

shéwr (wi\) [pronounced
shohr]

an ox, a bull, a head of cattle,
oxen

masculine singular noun

Strong’s #7794
BDB #1004

Apart from the book of Job, this is the first time that this word occurs in the Bible.

w® (or v®) (1.0r 1)
[pronounced weh]

and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

chamoéwr (npn)
[pronounced khuh-
MOHR]

ass, male donkey, he-ass,
burrow

masculine singular noun

Strong’s #2543
BDB #331

tsdé’n (xX|) [pronounced
tzohn]

small cattle, sheep and goats,
flock, flocks

feminine singular
collective noun

Strong’s #6629
BDB #838

Also spelled ts®éwn (xxij) [pronounced tseh-OWN].

w® (or v®) (1.0or 1)
[pronounced weh]

and, even, then; namely; when;

since, that; though; as well as

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #
BDB #251
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Genesis 32:5a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
‘ebed (va7) [pronounced s{avg, sgrvant; underllr.;g; : : Strong’s #5650
B subject; this can mean military : masculine singular noun
GE"-ved] o BDB #713
men, soldiers in the plural
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; | . R . . No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as SRE Wl SR NGHET BDB #251

shiph®chah (wonn) maid, maid-servant, household - , Strong’s #8198
[pronounced shif-KHAW] :servant, handmaid, female slave RIS SgUE? ReUh BDB #1046

Translation: / [now] have oxen and donkeys, flocks, male and female servants.

It is not immediately clear to me why Jacob tells Esau about his own personal holdings. Is he offering them to
Esau? | don'’t believe that Jacob is bragging.

The purpose of telling Esau that he has all these possessions is to let Esau know that Jacob does not need the
material gain of his father's inheritance. Jacob did not return to take anything from Esau. Furthermore, this
indicates that there may be some generosity on Jacob's part. But, this being Jacob, perhaps the whole reason
for this present is to attempt to manipulate his brother Esau.

Jacob has to know a few things about his brother in Seir—after all, he knew where to send his messengers. So,
at some point in time, he received messages, either from home, or just general family news (Genesis 36 will be
a list of the descendants of Esau—so Jacob, who | believe wrote this portion of the Word of God, got this
information from somewhere).

This is interesting information to share; and Jacob is sharing this via his messengers rather that telling Esau about
his marriages and children. Maybe Jacob knows about Esau’s family (to some limited degree); and perhaps Esau
already knows a little something about Jacob’s family. Jacob does know where to end his messengers.

Does Jacob think that his family situation is too complex and it needs some personal explanation? Does Jacob
want to simply surprise Esau with his family?

My theory is, Jacob did not want Esau to know about his wives and children, and, at first, Jacob will hide them from
Esau. Then, after wrestling with God, Jacob makes his wives and children the first thing that Esau sees, after all
of his gifts have been paraded by him. So Jacob, unsure of what might transpire (will Esau kill him?), first thinks
about hiding and protecting his wife and children. Therefore, if he tells Esau about them, then Esau will be looking
for them, if he wants to exact revenge upon Jacob.

In any case, Jacob has been greatly blessed by God. Genesis 30:43 33:11. It will appear that the same is true
of Esau.

Genesis 32:5b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

éand so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore, WAaw consecutive
consequently; because :

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

No Strong’s #
BDB #253
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Genesis 32:5b

Hebrew/Pronunciation

shalach (w'7n)
[pronounced shaw-
LAKH]

Common English Meanings

fo send, to send for [forth, away],
to dismiss, to deploy, to put
forth, to stretch out, to reach out

Notes/Morphology

1% person singular, Qal
imperfect; what is sent
(messengers, a
message) is implied;

BDB and Strong’s #

Strong’s #7971
BDB #1018

with the directional hé

The hé locale (which | call the locative hé or the directional hé) is a word, after a verb of motion, with the &h (n]
ending. This is called the directive hé or the he locale, which often indicates direction and puts somewhat of
an adverbial spin on the noun. Essentially, it answers the question where? The pronunciation of the word does
not change. The directional hé indicates the direction in which something moves. Itis often used with the noun
heaven and the most literal rendering in the English would be heavenward. We can also indicate the existence
of the hé directional by supplying the prepositions to or foward.

This does not make sense to me.

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s #
BDB #510

nagad (121) [pronounced
naw-GAHD]

to make conspicuous, to make
known, to expound, to explain, to
declare, to inform, to confess, to

make it pitifully obvious that

Translation: Therefore, | am sending [my messengers]...

Jacob explains why he is sending messengers to Esau.

Hiphil infinitive construct

Strong's #5046
BDB #616

The NET Bible: The form is a preterite with the vav consecutive; it could be rendered as an English
present tense — as the Hebrew perfect/preterite allows — much like an epistolary aorist in Greek. The

form assumes the temporal perspective of the one who reads the message.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

132

Genesis 32:5c¢

Common English Meanings

to, for, towards, in regards to

Notes/Morphology

directional/relational
preposition

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #510

‘adoniy (xTi')
[pronounced uh-doh-
NEE]

my Lord, my Master, my
Sovereign; my lord [master]; can
be used to refer to a possessor,
an owner; transliterated Adoni,
adoni

masculine singular noun
with the 1% person
singular suffix

Strong’s #113 &
#136 BDB #10

The difference between this spelling and those which end in —ay or -4y is a vowel point, which would have been
added much later by the Massorites. However, there would have been a difference in pronunciation.

Several translations render my lord the king as your majesty (see CEV, GNB, God’s Word™, and NSB for

1Kings 1:2).

132 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 6, 2016.


https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm

87

Hebrew/Pronunciation

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

Genesis 32:5c¢

Common English Meanings

to, for, towards, in regards to

Notes/Morphology

directional/relational

The Book of Genesis

BDB and Strong’s #
No Strong’s #

preposition BDB #510
matsa’ (nyx) to attain to, to find, to detect, to

T happen upon, to come upon, to P Strong’s #4672

[pronounced maw- find tod ; . Qal infinitive construct BDB >

TSAW] ind unexpectedly, to discover; to #59
meet (encounter)

B ) [TEREUEEE grace, favor, blessing masculine singular noun SIS EEE

khayn] ’ ’ BDB #336

b® (2) [pronounced b*

in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,
among, within

a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s #
BDB #88

‘éynayim (v'1'n)
[pronounced gay-nah-

YIM]

eyes, two eyes, literal eye(s),
spiritual eyes; face, appearance,

form; surface

feminine dual noun with
the 2™ person masculine
singular suffix

Strong’s #5869 (and
#5871) BDB #744

This phrase is literally in your eyes, but it can be translated in your opinion, in your estimation, to your way of
thinking, as you see [it]. The dual and plural forms of this word appear to be identical. Possibly, this could also
mean, as you please, as you want, as you desire, whatever you think is right.

Translation: ...to know [if] | might find grace in the sight of my adonai.’”

Essentially, Jacob wants to know what Esau thinks about him. Will Esau treat Jacob in grace or will he seek to
harm him?

Lord is the word ’addéwn (xT1j) [pronounced aw-DOWNE] and this can be a reference to any one of the Trinity and
it can be a term of respect and deference directed towards a person. Jacob is obviously using this in the latter
sense.

2 or 3 commentators made a mistake when evaluating Jacob’s message. The NEV commentary
writes: Jacob evidently forgot or resigned the promise that the elder would serve the younger when
he sent messengers to Esau, describing himself as Esau'’s servant, and Esau as his Lord."

This is language of submission and respect. It does not mean that Jacob is saying, “Look, the blessing of the
firstborn and the covenant—that all goes to you now.” Not at all. Jacob is just being polite and ingratiating himself
to his brother, whom he has wronged on several previous occasions.

Jacob is sending the message that he has returned to the Land of Promise. Jacob realizes that he has done
wrong to his twin brother, and he wants to give his brother a very generous gift in order to indicate that he
recognizes that his actions were wrong; and that they need to be friends at this point.

Despite the fact that Jacob will appear to be very generous, his approach is to manipulate Esau—perhaps not as
dramatically as he has done before, but enough hoping to mollify Esau.

At this point in time, Jacob is not certain as to what he will do. He will flounder between divine and human
viewpoint a couple times in this passage. He'll begin with human viewpoint, then he will trust God, then he will
return to human viewpoint. He wrestles with God's promises and his own fears. So, at this point in time, he is not

133 From http://lwww.n-e-v.info/lcm/gen32com.html accessed March 6, 2019.
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certain what he will do. There are portions of this passage, when compared to the next chapter which seem
contradictory, but that is not the case. It is simply that, he puts together a plan, and then he changes that plan.
He sees things from God’s perspective; but then he starts thinking with human viewpoint.

Application: It is God’s desire that all believers think with divine viewpoint. Philip. 2:5 Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus. (BSB) Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but continuously be
transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you may be able to determine what God's will is—what is
proper, pleasing, and perfect. (NIV) Colossians 1:9b We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of His
will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, (NIV; capitalized)

In Jacob’s message, there is an important omission: remember how the cover story was, Jacob went to Haran to
find and marry a woman who is civilized and not such a heathen? Jacob says nothing about that. He does not
tell Esau, in this message, about his wives or children. | think that Jacob—at the time of sending a message to
Esau—was formulating a plan in his mind to preserve his family by hiding them. This is not mentioned until later
in this chapter (vv. 7-8); but their non-mention suggests to me that Jacob had this option of hiding them firmly
tucked away in his mind, just in case. It appears to me that later in this chapter, this is exactly what Jacob does.
The night before meeting Esau, Jacob seems to hide his family away, moving them to a safer area (vv. 21-24a).
The evidence convinces me that Jacob had several plans in mind (well, at the very least, this particular plan), and
so he followed through with this plan. Let me add that, the next morning, Jacob seemed to have a change of
heart, because his family will be right there with him when he meets Esau in Genesis 33.

Genesis 32:5 “‘I [now] have oxen and donkeys, flocks, male and female servants. Therefore, | am sending [my
messengers] to know [if] | might find grace in the sight of my adonai.’ ”(Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:4-5 [Jacob’s instructions to his messengers:] He instructed them, saying, “Thus will you say to my
adonai Esau: ‘So speaks your servant Jacob [to you]: | have stayed with Laban and | remained [with him] until
now. | [now] have oxen and donkeys, flocks, male and female servants. Therefore, | am sending [my
messengers] to know [if] | might find grace in the sight of my adonai.’ ”(Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:3-5 Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir [in] the country of
Edom. He instructed them, saying, “Thus will you say to my adonai Esau: ‘So speaks your servant Jacob [to you]:
I have stayed with Laban and | remained [with him] until now. | [now] have oxen and donkeys, flocks, male and
female servants. Therefore, | am sending [my messengers] to know [if] | might find grace in the sight of my
adonai.’ ”(Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:3-5 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country of
Edom. He instructed them what to say: “This is what you will say to my lord Esau, ‘This is a message from your
servant Jacob: | have been staying with Laban, our uncle, all of this time. | now own oxen and donkeys and flocks,
as well as male and female servants. | have sent my messengers to you in the hope that | might find grace in the
sight of my lord.” ” (Kukis paraphrase)

Genesis 32:3-5 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country
of Edom. He instructed them what to say: “This is what you will say to my lord Esau, ‘This is a message from
your servant Jacob: | have been staying with Laban, our uncle, all of this time. | now own oxen and donkeys
and flocks, as well as male and female servants. | have sent my messengers to you in the hope that | might
find grace in the sight of my lord.””

Genesis 32:5c: Finding grace in the eyes of Esau (various commentators)

The Cambridge Bible: Jacob hopes to be reconciled and desires to propitiate his brother. He has not forgotten
his brother’s threats (Genesis 27:41)."%

3% The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S.
Perowne, from e-sword, Genesis 32:5.
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Genesis 32:5c: Finding grace in the eyes of Esau (various commentators)

Dr. John Gill: [Jacob desired to] share in his good will, which was all he wanted, and that friendship, harmony,
and brotherly love, might subsist between them.'®®

Benson had an interesting take on Jacob’s wealth, although this is certainly conjecture: This message of Jacob
shows great prudence in him; for had he returned into Canaan without informing his brother, and making him
acquainted with the substance he had brought with him from Haran, Esau, who lived at a distance from his
father Isaac, probably would have thought, when he came to take possession of Isaac’s property on his death,
that Jacob had obtained all his substance from his father, to Esau’s prejudice, which might have created an
irreconcilable misunderstanding between them."®

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:3-5 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land of Seir in the country of
Edom. He instructed them what to say: “This is what you will say to my lord Esau, ‘This is a message from your
servant Jacob: | have been staying with Laban, our uncle, all of this time. | now own oxen and donkeys and flocks,
as well as male and female servants. | have sent my messengers to you in the hope that | might find grace in the
sight of my lord.””

| believe that Jacob is somewhat conflicted. He knows what he did previously and he probably recognizes that
this was not the right thing to do. However, none of that is mentioned in his note to his estranged brother. |
believe that Jacob has some faith in God and God’s promises, but not absolute complete faith. Jacob is showing
some reasonable deference as he seems to be feeling his brother out, to determined his state of mind at this point.

| believe that Jacob’s message was to convey his own life briefly and honestly, and without any intention of being
duplicitous towards his twin brother.

Genesis 32:3-5 Then Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country
of Edom. He also commanded them saying, "Thus you shall say to my lord Esau; | now own oxen and donkeys
and flocks and male and female servants; and | have sent to tell my lord, that | may find favor in your sight.”
(Jack M. Ballinger)

Genesis 32:3-5 Emissaries Sent (Jack M. Ballinger)

Maneuvers to Offset the Esau Threat (vv. 4-22)

1. Jacob, strictly speaking, abandons reliance on the divine promise to bring his safely back to the land of
promise with a view to fulfilling the promise to make his seed innumerable (cf. 26:3-4; 31:3).

Once again he resorts to energy of the flesh antics to deliver himself from a potentially harmful situation.
His efforts to influence the sheep and goats genetically was wasted energy and futile.

It is God who brings success and deliverance.

Here in the first scene of this episode with his brother Jacob sends emissaries to mollify his brother.
Note the use of the term male-akim here and in the previous verse dealing with angels.

Jacob’s actions beginning with this intial contact is to feel-out Esau to see if the old grudge might be
forgiven or forgotten.

8.  Jacob assumes the worst and acts accordingly.

9. The destination of the messengers sent by Jacob is said to be "in the land of Seir/the country of Edom."
10. Somehow Jacob knew where his brother was living after all these years.

11.  Seir reflects the fact that Esau was hairy.

NoOOkwWN

135 Dr. John Gill, John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:5.
13 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:5.
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Genesis 32:3-5 Emissaries Sent (Jack M. Ballinger)

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.

20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Edom recalls the color red associated with Esau both in appearance and in connection with the lentil stew
incident.

During the twenty years of their separation Esau had been busy building a small kingdom.

How did Jacob know that he would cross paths with Esau who lived on the east side of the Dead Sea?
Jacob’s migration back to Canaan was not a small operation and news of a significant livestock drive
would have spread.

The specific message to be relayed to his brother contains a brief summation of Jacob’s years with
Laban, a low-key reference to Jacob’s property and a statement of hope that the he might find favor with
his estranged brother (vv. 4-5).

The header is: "To my lord Esau: Thus says/speaks your servant Jacob."

Jacob’s language is deferential.

He postures himself as the inferior when in point of fact he is the dominant one based on the oracle of
Rebekah.

In as few a words as possible Jacob condenses his twenty year stay in Haran (v.4).

Next he makes mention of his physical assets, and in so doing he uses singulars (collective) in the listing
in v.5.

Does he intimate that these are Esau'’s for the taking?

Jacob avoids giving out too much information but just enough to perk Esau’s interest.

He avoids any direct mention of the falling out that happened twenty years hence.

Finally, Jacob states his purpose in making contact with his brother.

He tells him he hopes to find "favor in [his] eyes."

Without saying as much, Jacob is offering a fig leaf that the old rift between them might be healed.

From http://www.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen32.htm accessed March 2, 2019.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines
And so return the messengers unto Jacob, to The messengers returned to Jacob, saying,
say, “We came unto your brother unto Esau Genesis “We came to your brother Esau, and [he
and [he] is coming to meet you and four 32:6 informed us that he] is coming to meet you
hundreds a man with him.” and [also there are] 400 men with him.”

The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We met up with your brother Esau, and he informed us that
he will come out to meet you. Also there are 400 men with him.”

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so return the messengers unto Jacob, to say, “We came unto your brother unto

Esau and [he] is coming to meet you and four hundreds a man with him.”

Targum (Onkelos) And the messengers returned to Jakob, saying, We came to thy brother, to Esau;

and he cometh also to meet thee, and four hundred men with him.

Targum (Pseudo-Jonathan) And the messengers returned to Jakob, saying, We came to thy brother, to Esau,

and he also cometh to meet thee, and four hundred chief warriors [Polimarkeen]
with him. [Jerusalem. And four hundred men, warlike leaders with him.].

Revised Douay-Rheims And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying: We came to Esau your brother, and

behold he comes with speed to meet you with four hundred men.

Aramaic ESV of Peshitta The messengers returned to Ya'aqub, saying, "We came to your brother Esau. Not

only that, but he comes to meet you, and four hundred men with him."
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Peshitta (Syriac)

Septuagint (Greek)

Significant differences:

The Book of Genesis

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to your brother Esau, and
behold he also is coming to meet you, and four hundred men with him.

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to your brother Esau, and
lo! he comes to meet you, and four hundred men with him.

Two targums interpret these 400 men as warriors. That is not in the text, but it is
not necessarily an inaccurate understanding. Dr. John Gill comments: The
Targums of Jonathan and Jerusalem call these four hundred men leaders or
generals of armies, which is not probable; they were most likely Esau's subjects, his
tenants and servants."¥’

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English

Good News Bible (TEV)

The Message

When the servants came back they said, We have seen your brother Esau and he
is coming out to you, and four hundred men with him.

When the messengers came back to Jacob, they said, “We went to your brother
Esau, and he is already on his way to meet you. He has four hundred men with
him.”

The messengers came back to Jacob and said, “We talked to your brother Esau
and he’s on his way to meet you. But he has four hundred men with him.”

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Casual English Bible
Contemporary English V.
The Living Bible

New Berkeley Version

New Living Translation

After Jacob’s scouts delivered the message, they reported, “We met your brother
Esau. He is coming to meet you. He is bringing 400 men with him.”

When the messengers returned, they told Jacob, "We went to your brother Esau,
and now he is heading this way with four hundred men."

The messengers returned with the news that Esau was on the way to meet
Jacob—uwith an army of 400 men!

The messenger returned to Jacob with the report, “We arrived at your brother
Esau’s and he is now on the way to meet you, accompanied by 400 men.”

After delivering the message, the messengers returned to Jacob and reported, “We
met your brother, Esau, and he is already on his way to meet you—with an army of
400 men!”

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible
Beck’s American Translation
International Standard V
Revised Knox Bible

Translation for Translators

Well, the messengers returned to Jacob and said: 'We reached your brother Esau,
and {Look!} now he's coming to meet you with four hundred men!'

The messengers came back to Jacob. “We came to your brother Esau,” they said;
“he’s coming to meet you. There are four hundred men with him.”

Later, the messengers returned to Jacob and reported, “We went to your brother
Esau. He’s now coming to meet you—and he has 400 men with him!”

And this was the news the messengers brought back with them, We found your
brother Esau; even now he comes hastening to meet you, with four hundred men.
The messengers went and gave that message to Esau. When they returned to
Jacob, they said, “We went to your older brother Esau. Now he is coming to you,
and four hundred men are coming with him.”

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

37 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:6.
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Awful Scroll Bible
Ferrar-Fenton Bible

God’s Truth (Tyndale)

92

The messengers were to turn back to Jacob, to the intent: We are to have come to
your brother Esau, and he is to be coming to encounter you with hundreds of men.
When the messengers returned to Jacob they reported; " We went to your brother,
to Esau, and he is also coming to call upon you, and four hundred men with him."
And the messengers came again to Jacob saying: we came unto your brother Esau,
and he comes against you and four hundred men with him.

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible
New American Bible (2002)
New Jerusalem Bible

Revised English Bible

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to your brother, Esau,
and also he is walking to meet you, and four hundred men with him.

When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, "We reached your brother
Esau. He is now coming to meet you, accompanied by four hundred men."

The messengers returned to Jacob and told him, 'We went to your brother Esau,
and he is already on his way to meet you; there are four hundred men with him.'
The messengers returned to Jacob and said, “We went to your brother Esau and
he is already on the way to meet you with four hundred men.”

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

exeGeses companion Bible

Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

And the angels return to Yaaqov, saying,

We came to your brother Esav

and he also comes to meet you

with four hundred men.

The messengers returned to Jacob with the report: '"We came to your brother Esau,
and he is also heading toward you. He has 400 men with him."'

And the malachim returned to Ya’akov, saying, We came to Esav achicha, and also
he cometh to meet thee, and arba me’ot ish with him.

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

Kretzmann’s Commentary

The Pulpit Commentary

The Voice

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and
also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. The return of Jacob's
messengers without a friendly greeting was intended by Esau to make an ominous
impression. As a princely sheik of the desert he came with his retainers, his sons,
his servants, and other adherents, with whose aid he was gradually driving out the
Horites from the land of Seir. If nothing else, Esau wanted to have his brother feel
his superior power, for this he valued more highly than the promise of a religious
dominion in the dim and distant future.

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and
also he cometh to meet thee (vide Genesis 33:1), and four hundred men with him.
That Esau was attended by 400 armed followers was a proof that he had grown to
be a powerful chieftain.

The messengers went out to Esau and then returned to Jacob with a troubling
report.

Messengers: We went to your brother Esau and gave him your message. He is
coming to meet you, but 400 men are with him.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Benner’s Mechanical Trans.

...and the messengers turned back to Ya'agov ™"l saying, we came to your
brother, to Esav ™! and also walking to meet you and four hundred men with
him,...
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Concordant Literal Version
Green’s Literal Translation
Modern English Version
NASB

New European Version
Updated Bible Version 2.11

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this passage:

Hebrew/Pronunciation

The Book of Genesis

And returning are the messengers to Jacob, saying, "We came to your brother,
Esau, and, moreover, going is he to meet you, and four hundred men with him.
And the messengers came back to Jacob, saying, We came to your brother Esau,
and also he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.

The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We went to your brother Esau. He is
coming to meet you, and what is more, four hundred men are with him.”

The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and
furthermore he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.”.

The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to your brother Esau. Not
only that, but he comes to meet you, and four hundred men with him.

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to your brother Esau, and
moreover he comes to meet you, and four hundred men with him.

And the messengers turn back unto Jacob, saying, “We came in unto your brother,
unto Esau, and he also is coming to meet you, and four hundred men with him.”

The messengers tell Jacob that they made contact with Esau and he is coming to
meet him with 400 men.

Genesis 32:6a

Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

wa (or va) (1) and so, and then, then, and; so, No Strong’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive 9
[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because
to return, to turn, to turn back, to
shiwb (wia) rer;;mé;%e, é%gissl‘g;festzg;'eﬁ;g’g’ 3" person masculine Strong's #7725
[pronounced shoo®v] . g g, plural, Qal imperfect BDB #996
revive, to recover something, to
make restitution
SO messenger or angel; this word
[ rrgr?(lauikce((;[?ggl)vle- has been used for a prophet masculine plural noun Strong’s #4397
P > (Isaiah 42:19) and priest with the definite article BDB #521
AWK?] .
(Mal. 2:7)
unto; into, among, in; toward, to;; directional preposition .
, L ’ ;- Strong's #413
el (X7) [pronounced ehl] : against; concerning, regarding; (respect or deference
; 2 o BDB #39
besides, together with; as to may be implied)
Ya'aqob (v .?'1)‘ supplqnter; /ns@ous, .dece/.tful; . Strong’s #3290
[pronounced yah-guh- to circumvent; heel; and is masculine proper noun BDB #784
KOHBV] transliterated Jacob

Translation: The messengers returned to Jacob,...

Jacob sent messengers to Esau, and now they are coming back to him. This is generally good news. Esau did
not abuse them, harm them or threaten them. So, first impression is, everything looks good.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

Genesis 32:6b

Common English Meanings

to, for, towards, in regards to

Notes/Morphology

directional/relational
preposition

94

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #510

"amar (xn1) [pronounced
aw-MAHR]

to say, to speak, to utter; to say
[to oneself], to think; to
command; to promise; to
explain; to intend; to decide; to
answer

Qal infinitive construct

Strong’s #559
BDB #55

béw’ (atk) [pronounced
boh]

to come in, to come, to go in, to
go, to enter, to advance; to attain

1%t person plural, Qal
perfect

Strong’s #935
BDB #97

‘el (X7) [pronounced ehl]

unto; into, among, in; toward, to;
against; concerning, regarding;
besides, together with; as to

directional preposition
(respect or deference
may be implied)

Strong's #413
BDB #39

"ach (xn) [pronounced
awhk]

brother, half-brother; kinsman or
close relative; one who
resembles

masculine singular noun
with the 2" person
masculine singular suffix

Strong's #251
BDB #26

‘el (X7) [pronounced ehl]

unto; into, among, in; toward, to;
against; concerning, regarding;
besides, together with; as to

directional preposition
(respect or deference
may be implied)

Strong's #413
BDB #39

‘Esav (vvil) [pronounced
gay-SAWV]

handled, made, rough handling;
hairy; transliterated Esau

Translation: ...saying, “We came to your brother Esau,...

masculine singular
proper noun

Strong’s #6215
BDB #796

His messengers tell him that they were able to find Esau, and since they have returned, that in itself seems to be

a good thing.

Quite obviously, Jacob’s information that Esau was in Seir was accurate.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)

Genesis 32:6¢

Common English Meanings

and, even, then; namely; when;

Notes/Morphology

simple waw conjunction

BDB and Strong’s #
No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as BDB #251
gam (an) [pronounced ialso, furthermore, in addition to, adverb Strong’s #1571
gahm] even, moreover BDB #168

Together, the waw conjunction and the gam particle might mean and also, together with, along with, joined with,
and, furthermore, and furthermore.

halak® (n'7]) [pronounced
haw-LAHK?)

is walking, is going, is departing,
is advancing, is traveling

Qal active participle

Strong’s #1980 (and
#3212) BDB #229

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s #
BDB #510
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Genesis 32:6¢
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

: to encounter, to befall, to meet,; :

géar&’ (7ax) [pronounced : to assemble [for the purpose of
kaw-RAW] : encountering God or exegeting

His Word]; to come, to assemble:

Qal infinitive construct Strong’s #7122 &

A nd
with the 2% person  — 47155" BDB #896
masculine singular suffix

Translation: ...and [he informed us that he] is coming to meet you...

Now there is the problem. Esau is coming to meet Jacob. Obviously, Esau would have to tell the messengers
this; therefore, the inserted text simply fills out the story.

Genesis 32:6d

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as P J BDB #251
‘ar®ba’ (x22y) four masculine singular noun; Strong’s #702
[pronounced ahr*-BAHG] numeral BDB #916
EN) (2RI feminine plural noun; Strong’s #3967
[pronounced may- hundreds numeral BDB #547
OHTH]
“tysh (x'w) [pronounced aman, a hu.sband; anyone; a mascul_lne singular noun Strong's #376
certain one; each, each one, : (sometimes found where
eesh] BDB #35

everyone we would use a plural)

preposition of nearness

and vicinity with the 3™ Strong’s #5973
person masculine BDB #767

singular suffix

‘im (vn) [pronounced

) with, at, by, near; like; from
geem]

Translation: ...and [also there are] 400 men with him.”

Esau coming to meet him is very much what Jacob would expect. However, Esau is coming to meet him with 400
men. That is a small army. Jacob will find this to be very disconcerting.

It ought to be clear that the number of men is probably a round number, estimated by the messengers.

This is interesting. 400 men indicates that Esau is very successful and that he has many people who work for him
and support him (probably most of these men are slaves, which was a profession of sorts in that era). Is Esau
trying to make Jacob a little fearful about this meeting? Or does Esau simply want to impress his brother?
Or—and we should not rule this out—is this simply the way that Esau travels?

In any case, this is all quite interesting. Not only had Esau become quite successful, but he was a leader in his
own right.

No doubt that Jacob is shaken somewhat, knowing that his brother is about to meet him, and he is traveling with
400 men. Jacob has to remember, he is the son of promise. God sent angels to greet him on his return to the
land. Therefore, what exactly does he need to worry about?
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Jacob does not really have many choices at this time. He could go backwards to Laban, but he more or less
sorted things out with his uncle, which included him going west, and his uncle going back east, with a pile of rocks
between them. In Jacob traveling west, there were not a great many roads. He cannot choose to go an alternate
route, hoping to miss his brother. Furthermore, Jacob knew that part of returning to the land meant that he would
have to see his brother—there was likely no way around that—even if his brother did not live where Jacob planned
to live.

P gl The Routes of Jacob and Esau (a
#% ' map); from A Fire in My Bones;
SEA % y | L accessed March 6, 2019.

MEDITERRANEAN o Dor

We do not know the routes of these
two men exactly; but | will assume to
the routes shown represent well-known
and often used roads in the ancient
era. Jacob is the red arrows, coming
from Haran; and Esau is the green
arrow, coming up from Seir (which is
south of the Dead Sea).

Aphek o,

,:a,u.,:hcl ‘
»

s

Ty '/ T And, what probably gave Jacob some

: L = comfort—although not complete

= it~ of i confidence—is the camp of angels who

: were nearby. Jacob’s confidence

should have been complete. He is in

the geographical will of God; God told

him to pick up and move back to

Canaan. He is aware of the camp of

angels, which could interpreted as his
guard.

o Gerar

Beersheba

Application: We face all kinds of difficulties in our lives, but what do we have? We are in union with Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. The God Who created the universe is in us. Now, how worried should we actually be?

The College Press Bible Study asked many questions about this: Why was Esau in that territory in the
first place? And why was he there in such force, if he was not engaged in dispossessing the
occupants? Why would he be that far north, if conquest was not his design? How would he know that
he would be meeting up with Jacob? Did Jacob expect to find him there, or somewhere back in the
vicinity of Canaan? '

For whatever reason, | do get concerned about some extraneous things regarding Jacob; but not as concerned
when it comes to speculating about Esau. | believe that he was presenting himself to his brother as wealthy and
powerful. With that many men to move about with, it is possible that he determined what would go on east of the
Salt Sea and the Jordan River. However, based upon how all of this plays out, Esau does not appear to still be
filled with resentment towards his brother; nor does he appear to be looking for revenge. | believe that, with 400
men with him, Esau is putting on the best look that he can. Or, in the alternative, this is how he travels now.

Genesis 32:6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and [he informed us
that he] is coming to meet you and [also there are] 400 men with him.” (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We met up with your brother Esau, and he informed
us that he will come out to meet you. Also there are 400 men with him.” (Kukis paraphrase)

138 The College Press Bible Study Textbook Series; (a compilation of many commentaries); from e-sword; Genesis 32:1-33:17.
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Genesis 32:6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We met up with your brother Esau, and he informed
us that he will come out to meet you. Also there will be 400 men with him.”

Genesis 32:6: Esau and His 400 Men (various commentators)

400 is a round number, not to indicate exactly the number of men who were with Esau. This is a sizable strike
force, even more so in this era.'

Barnes: Four hundred men...was a formidable force. Esau had begun to live by the sword (Genesis 27:40), and
had surrounded himself with a numerous body of followers. Associated by marriage with the Hittites and the
Ishmaelites, he had rapidly risen to the rank of a powerful chieftain.

Barnes continues: It is vain to conjecture with what intent Esau advanced at the head of so large a retinue. It
is probable that he was accustomed to a strong escort, that he wished to make an imposing appearance before
his brother, and that his mind was in that wavering state, when the slightest incident might soothe him into good-
will, or&rouse him to vengeance. Jacob, remembering his own former dealings with him, has good cause for
alarm.

The Cambridge Bible: Where Esau was, and how he had become the head of a force of four hundred men, is
not related, but may have formed part of another narrative.'’

Dr. Thomas Constable: Esau may have had a large army because he had had to subjugate the Horite (Hurrian)
population of Seir (Genesis 32:6). His soldiers probably consisted of his own servants plus the Canaanite and
Ishmaelite relations of his wives.'*?

The Pulpit Commentary: That he came with such a formidable force to meet his brother has been set down to
personal vanity, or a desire to show how powerful a prince he had become (Lyra, Menochius),; to fraternal
kindness, which prompted him to do honor to his brother (Poole, Calvin, Clarke), to a distinctly hostile intention
(Willet, Ainsworth, Candlish), at least if circumstances should seem to call for vengeance (Keil), though it is
probable that Esau’s mind, on first hearing of his brother’s nearness, was simply excited, and "in that wavering
state which the slightest incident might soothe into good will, or rouse into vengeance” (Murphy).'*

Dr. John Gill: [Esau was coming with] four hundred men...partly to show his grandeur, and partly out of respect
to Jacob, and to do honour to him; though some think this was done with an ill design upon him, and which
indeed seems probable; and it is certain Jacob so understood it."**

Keil and Delitzsch: [Esau’s] reason for going to meet Jacob with such a company may have been, either to show
how mighty a prince he was, or with the intention of making his brother sensible of his superior power, and
assuming a hostile attitude if the circumstances favoured it, even though the lapse of years had so far mitigated
his angﬁr, that he no longer seriously thought of executing the vengeance he had threatened twenty years
before.'*

139 paraphrased from The NIV Study Bible; ©1995 by The Zondervan Corporation; p. 55 (footnote).
140 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:4-9.

"1 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S.
Perowne, from e-sword, Genesis 32:6.

142 From https:/lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/genesis-32.html; accessed March 7, 2019.

143 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, from e-sword, Genesis 32:6.
144 Dr. John Gill, John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:6.

145 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Genesis 32:4—7.
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Genesis 32:6: Esau and His 400 Men (various commentators)

Murphy: It is vain to conjecture with what intent he advanced at the head of so large a retinue. It is probable that
he was accustomed to a strong escort, that he wished to make an imposing appearance before his brother, and
that his mind was in that wavering state, when the slightest incident might soothe him into good will, or arouse
him to vengeance.'®

Verse-by-verse Ministry: Jacob assumes the worst Esau is coming with a strong force to conquer and kill Jacob.
This will be payback for the deceit Jacob perpetrated on Esau 20 years earlier."

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Evidently, it appears from the text of Genesis 32:6 that the delegation never made
contact with Eau and never communicated Jacob'’s desire to reconcile with Esau since they are never said to
speak with Esau. Therefore, it appears that the messengers only went far enough to discover that Esau was
advancing toward them accompanied by four hundred men, which would understandably cause them to think
that Esau had hostile intentions.

Wenstrom continues: So the delegation never makes contact with Esau out of fear of him because they saw
the four hundred men and immediately assumed that Esau’s intentions were hostile and they conveyed that fear
to Jacob by emphasizing the four hundred men."*®

Because it is clear that Esau has the larger force of fighting men by far, we tend to put all of this on Esau’s
head, simply because he is the stronger party here. However, what Whedon suggests makes so much
sense—Esau has been burned before by Jacob, so he shows up with his mobile strike force, just in case.

It does appear that Jacob’s men did not actually speak directly to Esau, but we do not know this for certain.
And, even though Whedon makes some good points, we do not even know Esau’s intent or concerns. It makes
perfect sense for Esau to have no concerned about meeting his brother. He seems to have already reconciled
himself to the fact that Jacob will continue with the land promises first made to Abraham and Isaac.

The alternative viewpoint is, this is just how Esau travels at this time.

Furthermore, it is important to observe that, Esau was with these 400 men when Jacob’s servants found him.
Therefore, he has not gathered this force with the intent of harming Jacob.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We met up with your brother Esau, and he informed
us that he will come out to meet you. Also there will be 400 men with him.”

Genesis 32:6: Esau and His 400 Men (a discussion)

Forerunner Commentary: Esau had built up a considerable following, amassing an army of 400 men (Genesis
32:6; 33:1). Obviously, over such a short time, these men could not all have been Esau's direct descendants
or even all his servants. We can deduce their identity by assembling the clues found in Genesis 36:2, 8, 20, and
24. Evidently, Esau's wife "Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite" (verses 1, 24)
was also a Horite, who were the people who "inhabited the land" of Seir (verse 20). When Esau migrated to Seir
(verse 8), he essentially went to live with his Horite wife's family, aristocrats of the area (verses 29-30). Many
of the 400 men, then, were probably Horites, relatives of Esau's wife."

%6 The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary; edited by Joseph S. Exell, 1892; from e-sword, Genesis 32:6
(suggestive comments).

%7 From https:/lwww.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf accessed March 2, 2019.
48 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
%9 From Forerunner’s Commentary; Genesis 32:6.
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https://www.gracenotes.info/bible_studies/genesis.pdf
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Genesis 32:6: Esau and His 400 Men (a discussion)

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: The four hundred men was the standard size of a militia in the days of the patriarchs
(1 Samuel 22:2; 25:13; 30:10; cf. Genesis 14:14)."%°

Gary Everett believed that Esau had come to kill Jacob: Jacob needed a miracle because Esau was fully intent
upon killing Jacob.™"

My problem with Everett’s view is, there is nothing said as to Esau’s motivation. My guess—and this is only a
guess—is that Esau shows up with 400 men to intimidate Jacob and/or to show off his wealth, power and
position. Or, this is simply how Esau travels now.

Matthew Henry suggests that Esau appeared to be ready to go to war with Jacob: He receives a very formidable
account of Esau’s warlike preparations against him (Genesis 32:6), not a word, but a blow, a very coarse return
to his kind message, and a sorry welcome home to a poor brother: He comes to meet you, and four hundred
men with him."®

Although this is the appearance, Henry also goes into great detail about Esau’s motivations, which | do not
believe are readily available to us (I believe that there are some things we can figure out; | will do a better job
than Henry does in speculation). Henry had a lot of say about both Esau and Jacob, most of which | thought
was nonsensical, so | did not quote him at length.

Matthew Poole: [This is Esau’s] usual guard, he being then a great man in those parts; or in ostentation of his
power and greatness.'®

We should not rule out that this is the way that Esau traveled at this time—and that there might have been good
reason to do so.

Whedon: On receiving Jacob’s message, and not knowing altogether what to make of it, and purposing not to
be surprised or wronged by any new stratagem of the brother who had cheated him so sorely in the past, he
proceeded at once with four hundred of his men to meet him."**

Had the subjugation of the land of Edom and Seir been a recent thing (Deuteronomy 2:12), then it would have
been normal for Esau to travel with this small army. However, it is not completely clear as to when Esau’s
complete domination of the land takes place, as the chiefs of the Horites living in Seir are mentioned in Genesis
36:20-21, 29-30. Although Deuteronomy 2:12 speaks of Esau’s domination of that region, that does not
necessarily mean that we are speaking of Esau personally; this could reference his descendants.®

This was actually a very nice sized force. They were mobile, close-knit, and dedicated.

What | think is possibly the best understanding is, Jacob’s messengers came to Esau at a time when he was
with his 400 men. At hearing the message, Esau immediately responded by dropping everything and leading
his men north to meet his estranged brother on route.

It seems most likely to me that, at this period of time, this is simply how Esau traveled—he had a small, efficient
strike force. If Esau is going to travel 30 or more miles out of his way for something, it makes far more sense
for him to travel with his small army than without.

%0 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.

191 Gary H. Everett Gary Everett’'s Bible Commentary; ©1981-2013; from e-sword, Genesis 32:1-2.

192 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:3-8 (slightly edited).
153 Matthew Poole, English Annotations on the Holy Bible; ®1685; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:6.

>4 Whedon’s Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Editor: Daniel D. Whedon, D.D. L.L.D.; ®1874-1909; from E-
sword; Genesis 32:3.

195 Just as the name Israel is used throughout the book of Exodus.
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| think that key to understanding Esau and him traveling with this 400 men to meet Jacob—Esau did not hear
from the messengers and then gather up his men. They are with him already. This is more his status quo than
him showing off for his brother.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We met up with your brother Esau, and he informed
us that he will come out to meet you. Also there are 400 men with him.”

The Bible indicates to us that Esau and his descendants controlled the land south of the Dead Sea called Edom.
His movement up along the east side of the Dead Sea with relative ease suggests that they controlled much of
this territory or were respected throughout most of this land.

Let me make an observation here that may give us a clue as to Esau’s motivation. When the messengers come
to Esau, he is with 400 men. Therefore, he does not hear that Jacob is coming, allow his resentment to overcome
him, and then goes out to get 400 men to travel with him to meet up with Jacob. Those men are with him already.
So, if Jacob thought this through (and if the many commentators thought this through chronologically'®), Esau
being with 400 men is unrelated to Jacob coming to Canaan. Therefore, Esau traveling with these men is
unrelated to Jacob and their previous disagreements.

When | first began evaluating this passage, | looked at these events too much from Jacob’s point of view: Esau
is traveling to meet him and he is bringing 400 men with him. That might cause any person to be taken aback.
But if these messengers came to Esau, and Esau has 400 men with him, then this is completely unrelated to
Jacob returned to Canaan. Consequently, a careful, non-emotional analysis of the facts tells us that Jacob need
not be worried.

Earlier, | suggested that we have no way of knowing just how many angels there were in the second encampment
that Jacob saw; but now, allow me to posit that there were at least 400. God knew what was going on with Esau
and God knew that he regularly moved about with a scratch army of 400. So, on the one hand, God reveals to
Jacob that, “I have your back. See this encampment of angels? Your safety is assured.” But God expects Jacob
to think and act on the basis of what God revealed. “You are protected by an encampment of angels; so, based
upon that, how do you react to Esau’s small army?”

Application: In this life, God is not going to open our eyes to see the angelic configuration about us, taking
incoming fire; but, God reveals enough information about His protection for us that we must think and act based
upon that knowledge.

Gen. 32:6-7a And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to your brother Esau, and he is
coming to meet you, and there are four hundred men with him." Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed.
(ESV)

We know throughout much of this chapter what Jacob this thinking and what motivates him. We do not know
as much about Esau, but there are some conclusions that | believe we can reasonably come to.

Esau’s Motivation and Thinking

We know exactly how Jacob feels; he is afraid. Genesis 32:7

We do not know exactly what Esau is thinking and feeling.

At one time, Esau was quite upset with Jacob and he wanted to kill Jacob. Genesis 27:41

What someone thought and/or said 20 years ago can be unimportant to their thinking today.

If Esau was mad at Jacob and he had good reason to be.

However, there is a very important piece of information which ought to mollify Jacob’s fear: Esau is living

SOk wN -~

1% | don’t know of a single commentator who looked at this situation in this way.
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Esau’s Motivation and Thinking

in Seir, away from Isaac, away from the Land of Promise. That seems to indicate the Esau is no longer
worried about that specific inheritance. Furthermore, Esau made that decision, even though Jacob is out
of the land (Jacob was in Haran for 20 years).

One of the main points of contention between Jacob and Esau is the promise which God had made to
Abraham and to Isaac—about the land of Canaan. Jacob wanted this, and all the other promises to fall

Esau is not living with Isaac in the Land of Promise. That is a very big deal. This suggests that Esau is

over it. He was mad—extremely angry in fact—but he has since moved on, literally and emotionally. He

He does not need anything from Jacob, including the blessing which Jacob connived out of their father
Isaac. We sometimes think that Ishmael and Esau drew the short straw, but they didn’t. They were very

7.
upon him; and not upon Esau.
8.
lives in Seir and he is very successful and powerful there.
9. Esau leads a small, mobile force of 400 men.
10.
blessed by God.
11.

All of this is confirmed when Esau meets up with Jacob. He runs to Jacob and embraces him. Genesis

334

12. So, if | had to guess, Esau misses his brother, loves his brother; and is not concerned about the past,
their past disagreements, or his place in the Land of Promise.

Although much of this is conjecture, is does match up with the Scriptures which we have. A lot of confusion can
be avoided simply by understanding that Jacob traveled with this small army of 400 men. He did not raise them

up in order to come see Jacob.

Chapter Outline

Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Chapter Outline

Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Jacob's Distress and Confusion

Unfortunately, Jacob does not evaluate the situation using doctrine and common sense; he becomes afraid, and

this short-circuits his thinking.

And so is afraid Jacob greatly and so he is
distressed to himself. And so he divides
[into two] the people who [are] with him and
the flock and the herd and the camels to two
of camps. And so he says, “If comes Esau
unto the company the one and he strikes
down him, and the company the remaining to
escape.”

Genesis
32:7-8

Jacob is greatly afraid and he is experiencing
great inner stress [lit., he is stressed regarding
himself]. Therefore, he divides the people who
[are] with him, and the flocks, the herds and
the camels, into two camps. He thought, If
Esau comes to one company and strikes it
down, the remaining company can escape.

Jacob is greatly afraid and experiencing great inner stress. Therefore, he divides the people who are with
him into two camps. He also splits up the flocks, the herds and the camels into two groups. He
determined that if Esau attacked one company, the other one can escape.

Here is how others have translated this verse:

Ancient texts:
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Masoretic Text (Hebrew)

Targum (Onkelos)

Targum (Pseudo-Jonathan)

Revised Douay-Rheims

Aramaic ESV of Peshitta

Peshitta (Syriac)

Septuagint (Greek)

Significant differences:

102

And so is afraid Jacob greatly and so he is distressed to himself. And so he divides
[into two] the people who [are] with him and the flock and the herd and the camels
to two of camps. And so he says, “If comes Esau unto the company the one and
he strikes down him, and the company the remaining to escape.”

And Jakob feared greatly, and it distressed him. And he divided the people that
were with him, and the sheep, and oxen, and camels, into two hosts, and said, If
Esau come to the one host and smite it, the host that is left may escape.

And Jakob was greatly afraid, because for twenty years he had not been mindful of
the glory of his father: and he had anxiety; and he divided the people who were with
him, the sheep, and oxen, and camels, into three troops, for a portion. to Leah, and
a portion to Rahel. And he said, If Esau come to the one troop of them and smite
it, the remaining troop may escape.

Then Jacob was greatly afraid; and in his fear divided the people that was with him,
and the flocks, and the sheep, and the oxen, and the camels, into two companies,
Saying: If Esau come to one company and destroy it, the other company that is left
shall escape.

Then Ya'aqub was greatly afraid and was distressed. He divided the people who
were with him, and the flocks, and the herds, and the camels, into two companies;
and he said, "If Esau comes to the one company, and strikes it, then the company
which is left will escape."

Then Jacob was afraid and greatly distressed; and he divided the people that were
with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two groups; And Jacob said,
If my brother Esau should come against one group and destroy it, then the group
which is left shall escape.

And Jacob was greatly terrified, and was perplexed; and he divided the people that
was with him, and the cows, and the camels, and the sheep, into two camps. And
Jacob said, If Esau should come to one camp, and smite it, the other camp shall be
in safety.

One targum has 3 camps rather than two. The Latin lists 4 sets of animals rather
than 3.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:

Bible in Basic English

Easy English

Easy-to-Read Version—2006

The Message

NIRV

New Simplified Bible

Then Jacob was in great fear and trouble of mind: and he put all the people and the
flocks and the herds and the camels into two groups; And said, If Esau, meeting
one group, makes an attack on them, the others will get away safely.

Jacob was very frightened and worried. So he separated his people into 2 groups.
He also separated the animals. He thought ‘If Esau attacks one group, the other
group may be safe.’

Jacob was very frightened and worried. He divided the people who were with him
and all the flocks, herds, and camels into two groups. Jacob thought, “If Esau
comes and destroys one group, the other group can run away and be saved.”
Jacob was scared. Very scared. Panicked, he divided his people, sheep, cattle, and
camels into two camps. He thought, “If Esau comes on the first camp and attacks
it, the other camp has a chance to get away.”

Jacob was very worried and afraid. So he separated the people with him into two
groups. He also separated the flocks and herds and camels. He thought, “Esau
might come and attack one group. If he does, the group that’s left can escape.”
Jacob was frightened and worried. He divided the people who were with him into
two groups. He also divided his sheep, goats, cattle, and camels. He thought: »lf
Esau comes and attacks the first group, the other may be able to escape.«

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:
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Casual English Bible

Common English Bible

Contemporary English V.

The Living Bible

New Berkeley Version

New Century Version

New Life Version

New Living Translation

The Book of Genesis

This news terrified Jacob. He divided his caravan of people and livestock into two
groups. He said, “If Esau attacks one group maybe this will give the other group
time to get away.”

Jacob was terrified and felt trapped, so he divided the people with him, and the
flocks, cattle, and camels, into two camps. He thought, If Esau meets the first camp
and attacks it, at least one camp will be left to escape.

Jacob was so frightened that he divided his people, sheep, cattle, and camels into
two groups. He thought, "If Esau attacks one group, perhaps the other can
escape."

Jacob was frantic with fear. He divided his household, along with the flocks and
herds and camels, into two groups; for he said, “If Esau attacks one group, perhaps
the other can escape.”

Then Jacob, greatly alarmed and distressed, divided the people that were with him,
and his flocks, his herds and his camels into two camps, reasoning that if Esau
should come upon one camp and destroy it, the remaining camp would escape.
Then Jacob was very afraid and worried. He divided the people who were with him
and all the flocks, herds, and camels into two camps. Jacob thought, “Esau might
come and destroy one camp, but the other camp can run away and be saved.”
Then Jacob was afraid and troubled. And he divided the people who were with him,
and the flocks and cattle and camels, into two groups. For he said, "If Esau comes
to the one group and destroys it, then the other group will get away."

Jacob was terrified at the news. He divided his household, along with the flocks and
herds and camels, into two groups. He thought, “If Esau meets one group and
attacks it, perhaps the other group can escape.”

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

International Standard V

New Advent (Knox) Bible

Translation for Translators

Jacob was terrified (very upset) by this. So he divided the people that were with him
(as well as the cattle, camels, and sheep) into two camps. 8 And Jacob said: 'If
Esau comes to one camp and attacks it, the other camp will survive.'

Feeling mounting terror and distress, Jacob divided the people who were with him
into two groups, doing the same with the flocks, the cattle, and the camels. Jacob
was thinking, “If Esau comes to one group and attacks it, then the remaining group
may escape.”

At this, Jacob was overcome with terror, and in his extremity he divided up his
followers, the flocks of sheep, too, and the cattle, and the camels, into two
companies; If Esau, he thought, should meet with one company, and fall upon it, at
least the other will come through safely.

Jacob was very afraid and worried. So he divided the people who were with him into
two groups. He also divided the sheep and goats, the cattle, and the camels, into
two groups. He was thinking, “If Esau and his men come and attack us, perhaps
one of the groups will be left and will be able to escape.”

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Awful Scroll Bible

Conservapedia

The messengers were to turn back to Jacob, to the intent: We are to have come to
your brother Esau, and he is to be coming to encounter you with hundreds of men.
Jacob was to greatly fear, and he was to be inhibitive. He was to divide his people,
the small cattle, the large cattle, and the camels, into two camps.

Jacob was exceedingly afraid and distressed. He split the people with him, and the
flocks, herds, and camels, into two camps. He said, "If Esau comes to one camp
and destroys it, then the other, remaining camp will escape [Literally, "achieve
deliverance."]."
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Ferrar-Fenton Bible

God’s Truth (Tyndale)

H. C. Leupold

Tree of Life Version
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Jacob, consequently, was very greatlv afraid, and it distressed him ; so he divided
the people who were with him, and the sheep and the cattle, and camels into two
camps ; " because," he said, " if Esau comes to the one camp, and assails it, then
there will be the other to fly to."

Then was Jacob greatly afraid, and knew not which way to turn himself, and divided
the people that was with him and the sheep, oxen and camels, into two companies,
and said: If Esau come to the one part and smite it, the other may save itself.
And Jacob was very much afraid and distressed, and he divided the people that
were with him and the flocks and the herds and the camels into two camps; and he
said: If Esau come against the one camp and smite it, then the remaining camp may
have a chance to escape.

So Jacob became extremely afraid and distressed. He divided the people with him,
along with the flocks and herds and camels, into two camps, for he thought, “If Esau
comes to one camp and strikes it, the camp that’s left will escape.”

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

Christian Community (1988) Jacob was full of fear and dis-tressed. He then divided the people with him and the

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible (2002)

New Jerusalem Bible

Revised English Bible

flocks, the herds and camels into two camps, thinking, “If Esau attacks one camp,
the other will escape.”

And Jacob was greatly afraid, and distressed, and he split the people who were with
him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two armies; And he said, If
Esau comes to the one army, and strikes it, then the other army which is left shall
escape.

Jacob was very much frightened. In his anxiety, he divided the people who were
with him, as well as his flocks, herds and camels, into two camps. "If Esau should
attack and overwhelm one camp," he reasoned, "the remaining camp may still
survive."

Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed. He divided the people with him, and the
flocks and cattle, into two camps, thinking, 'lf Esau comes to one of the camps and
attacks it, the remaining camp may be able to escape.’

Jacob, much afraid and distressed, divided the people with him, as well as the
sheep, cattle, and camels, into two companies. He reasoned that, if Esau should
come upon one company and destroy it, the other might still survive.

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

exeGeses companion Bible

Israeli Authorized Version

JPS (Tanakh—1985)

Ya‘akov became greatly afraid and distressed. He divided the people, flocks, cattle
and camels with him into two camps, saying, “If ‘Esav comes to the one camp and
attacks it, at least the camp that is left will escape.”

And Yaaqov awes mightily and is depressed:

and he halves the people with him

and the flocks and oxen and the camels

into two camps;

and says,

If Esav comes to the one camp and smites it,

then the other camp which survives escapes.

Then Yaakov was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided the people that was
with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands; And said, If
Esav come to the one company, and smite it, then the other company which is left
shall escape.

Jacob was greatly frightened; in his anxiety, he divided the people with him, and the
flocks and herds and camels, into two camps, thinking, “If Esau comes to the one
camp and attacks it, the other camp may yet escape.”
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Kaplan Translation

Orthodox Jewish Bible

The Scriptures 1998

The Book of Genesis

Jacob was very frightened and distressed. He divided the people accompanying him
into two camps, along with the sheep, cattle and camels. He said, 'lIf Esau comes
and attacks one camp, at least the other camp will survive.'

Then Ya’akov was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided HaAm that was with
him, and the tzon, and bakar, and the gemalim, into two machanot;

And said, If Esav come to the one machaneh, and attack it, then the other
machaneh which is left shall escape.

And Ya'aqob was greatly afraid and distressed. So he divided the people that were
with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two groups, and he said, “If
Esaw comes to the one group and attacks it, then the other group which is left shall
escape.”

Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Expanded Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

The Pulpit Commentary

The Voice

Then Jacob was very afraid and -worried [distressed]. He divided the people who
were with him and all the flocks, herds, and camels into two camps. Jacob thought,
“Esau might come and -destroy [strike; attack] one camp, but the -other camp can
run away and [‘the camp that is left] -be saved [escape].”

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed. Rebekah, who had not been
informed as to a change of mind in Esau, had not called her favorite son back, nor
had Esau given any sign that he would now easily be reconciled. Even the believers
still have their weak flesh to contend with, and this is very easily discouraged. And
he divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels,
into two bands; and said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the
other company which is left shall escape. This division of the entire caravan into two
companies was a precaution intended to save at least one half of his possessions.
It shows that Jacob, although in an advanced state of panic, had not lost his natural
cunning, overhasty and impatient though it was. The actual experience of danger
often causes even firm Christians to forget their simple trust in the Lord's almighty
power for a while.

Jacob was very afraid and upset. So he divided the people who were with him into
two camps, as well as the flocks, herds, and camels. “If Esau attacks one camp
[Heb “If Esau comes to one camp and attacks it.”],” he thought [Heb “and he said,
‘If Esau comes to one camp and attacks it.” The order of the introductory clause
and the direct discourse has been rearranged in the translation for stylistic
reasons.], “then the other camp will be able to escape [Heb “the surviving camp will
be for escape.” The word “escape” is a feminine noun. The term most often refers
to refugees from war.].”

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed:—literally, it was narrow to him; i.e.
he was perplexed. Clearly the impression left on Jacob’s mind by the report of his
ambassadors was that he had nothing to expect but hostility—and he divided the
people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two
bands;—according to Gerlach, caravans are frequently divided thus in the present
day, and for the same reason as Jacob assigns—And said, If Esau come to the one
company, and smite it, then the other company which is left shall escape. It is easy
to blame Jacob for want of faith in not trusting to God instead of resorting to his own
devices (Candlish), but his behavior in the circumstances evinced great self-
possession...(Calvin), considerable prudence (Lange)

When Jacob heard their report, he was afraid and extremely distressed. He divided
up the people who were with him, the flocks, the herds, and the camels into two
camps, thinking, “If Esau comes to one camp and crushes it, at least then the other
might escape.” Then Jacob prayed. A portion of v. 9 is included for context.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:



Genesis Chapter 32

106

Benner’s Mechanical Trans. ...and Ya'aqov He™s@nsl greatly feared and he distressed for him and he divided the

Concordant Literal Version

Darby Translation

Emphasized Bible

English Standard Version

Modern English Version

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this passage:

7-8

Hebrew/Pronunciation

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

people which were with him and the flocks and the cattle and the camels to two
campsites, and he said, if Esav °°" will come to the one campsite and he hit him
then the campsite remaining will exist for an escape,...

And fearing is Jacob exceedingly, and it is distressing to him. And dividing is he the
people who are with him, and the flock and the herd and the camels, into two
camps. And saying is Jacob, "Should Esau be coming to one camp and smite it,
yet the remaining camp will come to be delivered.

Then Jacob was greatly afraid, and was distressed; and he divided the people that
were with him, and the sheep and the cattle and the camels, into two troops. And
he said, If Esau come to the one troop and smite it, then the other troop which is left
shall escape.

Then was Jacob greatly afraid, and in distress. So he divided the people that were
with him and the flocks and the herds and the camels into two camps, And he said.
Should Esau come upon the one camp, and smite it, yet shall the camp that is left
escape.

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed. He divided the people who were with
him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two camps, thinking, “If Esau comes
to one camp and attacks it, then the camp that is left will escape.”

Then Jacob was very afraid and distressed, and he divided the people that were
with him, along with the flocks and herds and the camels, into two groups. He said,
“If Esau comes to the one camp and attacks it, then the other camp which is left
may escape.”

And Jacob fears exceedingly, and is distressed, and he divides the people who are
with him, and the flock, and the herd, and the camels, into two camps, and says, “If
Esau come in unto the one camp, and have smitten it—then the camp which is left
has been for an escape.”

Jacob is afraid, so he divides his people and animals into two camps, with the
thought that, if Esau attacks on group, the other group can escape.

Genesis 32:7a
Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

and so, and then, then, and; so, ,
R : No Strong’s #
that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive
. BDB #253
consequently; because

yaré’ (1ax) [pronounced
yaw-RAY]

to fear, to be afraid; to fear-
respect, to reverence, to have a
reverential respect

3" person masculine Strong’s #3372
singular, Qal imperfect BDB #431

Ya'aqoéb ('vpa)
[pronounced yah-guh-
KOHEV]

supplanter; insidious, deceitful; Strona’s #3290
to circumvent; heel; and is masculine proper noun BDgB 4784
transliterated Jacob

m®&d (nx°T) [pronounced
m°®-ODE]

exceedingly, extremely, greatly, adverb Strong’s #3966
very BDB #547

Translation: Jacob is greatly afraid...

Jacob has been very successful, given his circumstances. He now has 11 sons (if memory serves me), 2 wives,
two mistresses, and God has greatly prospered him. However, even though he does have some men and women
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servants (it could be a considerable number, in fact), he does not have an army of 400 men with him. If Esau is
out for revenge, then he could destroy Jacob and all those with him.

Jacob’s fear does him no good. Anything that he does based upon fear is not going to have a good end to it. In
fact, God will have to distract Esau that night, so that he does not ruminate all night about his fear of Esau.

Jacob’s fear keeps him from correctly evaluating the situation. Esau traveling with 400 men has nothing to do with
him. Esau did not meet up with the messengers and say, “I am going to gather up 400 men and then | will come
out to meet your master.” Even if his own messengers were afraid, Jacob should have asked a few simple
questions: “Did Esau abuse you? Did he threaten you? Did he treat you with contempt? Were those 400 men
with him already?” | have no doubt that Jacob’s messengers would have given him the answers that he wanted.
But, Jacob is too afraid to think this through.

Not to give away the end of this circumstance, but, there will be a point, very near in the future, where Jacob’s fear
of Esau will be completely set aside and a non-issue. However, other things will occur and bring Jacob’s fear back
to focus on other areas of his personal circumstances.

Application: Being motivated or ruled by fear is the wrong approach for the believer in Jesus Christ. We will face
difficult circumstances from time to time, and God has made provision for those circumstances in eternity past.
There will be difficulties in your life that you cannot see your way out of; but, at some point, they will be in your rear
view mirror.

Interestingly enough, we know Jacob’s fears, but not Esau’s. We don’t have to speculate about Jacob; he tells
us how he feels (which is one of the many examples that much of Genesis is written by the main character in the
narrative'). So, we know that Jacob is fearful because Jacob is recording this information. And, when | say that
Jacob is recording the information, | don’t mean that he is writing this down on clay tablets or papyrus; but he is
committing this information to memory. And he will pass along this information to his sons, along with the previous
portions of Genesis which he has memorized.

This becomes particularly prominent in the narrative of Joseph’s life (at this time, Joseph is Jacob’s youngest son).
We will read a chapter or two about events, some of which only Joseph would know—and then, suddenly, there
will be a short section of events that Joseph would not have known. For instance, the sons of Jacob would come
to Joseph in Egypt to purchase grain. Joseph knows all about the interaction of his brothers with himself; but the
narrative in Genesis covers the circumstances of the brothers outside of Egypt, both before coming to Egypt and
after leaving Egypt. If you are reading, you probably just let this just happen, and you thought nothing of it.
However, what probably happened at first was, Jacob stood up and gave the book of Genesis from beginning to
the end of his narrative (perhaps the end of Genesis 36), and after that, Joseph and Judah probably alternately
stood up, Joseph telling things from his perspective and Judah, when the time was right, would tell things from
his perspective. It would make perfect sense for Judah to stand up and fill in the blanks for Joseph; to tell about
things that he, Judah, knew; that Joseph did not. This comes down to us as a seamless narrative, unless you
carefully examine the narrative and recognize that no single person knows all that is happening in the final dozen
chapters of Genesis.

With this understanding, from the human perspective, we expect to know how Jacob feels, because this is his
narrative; we do not expect to know what Esau feels, as he is not recording (mentally) his narrative for us. All of
this chapter is given to us from Jacob’s perspective—and if you review this chapter, even though Jacob speaks
of himself in the 3™ person, it is clear that, what we know in this chapter came from Jacob.

| have read a great many theories on the authorship of Genesis, but this particular theory is in keeping with the
customs of the Jewish people of reciting their Scriptures in public (or with family); and this approach is consistent
with the higher mental capacity that men of that era would have had (Jacob could hear and memorize all the book

187 Properly, this is known as 3" Person Limited. The author does not speak of himself in the 1 person, but what we know
in his chapters is limited to one person’s knowledge.
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of Genesis up to his place in it). This approach is also consistent with the many chiasmi found in the book of
Genesis; which chiasmi are very helpful to a person trying to memorize a long passage of narrative.

Genesis 32:7-8 Jacob is greatly afraid and experiencing great inner stress. Therefore, he divides the people
who are with him into two camps. He also splits up the flocks, the herds and the camels into two groups. He
determined that if Esau attacked one company, the other one can escape.

Genesis 32:7a: Jacob’s Fear of Esau (various commentators)

Clarke: Jacob, conscious that he had injured his brother, was now apprehensive that he was coming with hostile
intentions, and that he had every evil to fear from his displeasure. Conscience is a terrible accuser.

Clarke continues: It does not appear that Esau in this meeting had any hostile intention, but was really coming
with a part of his servants or tribe to do his brother honor.

Clarke concludes: [T]he angelic host which Jacob met with before might have inspired him with sufficient
confidence in God'’s protection. But we find that when he needed faith most, he appears to have derived but
little benefit from its influence, partly from the sense he had of the injury he had done to his brother, and partly
from not attending sufficiently to the assurance which God had given him of his gracious protection."®

The Geneva Bible: Though he was comforted by the angels, yet the infirmity of the flesh appears.™®

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown: Their report left Jacob in painful uncertainty as to what was his brother’s views
and feelings...[Jacob’s] conscience told him that there was much ground for apprehension, and his distress was
all the more aggravated that he had to provide for the safety of a large and helpless family.'®

Dr. John Gill gives us a very accurate summation of why Jacob is afraid: Then Jacob was greatly afraid and
distressed,.... Knowing what he had done to his brother in getting the birthright and blessing from him, and what
an enmity he had conceived in his mind against him on that account, and remembering what he had said he
would do to him; and therefore might fear that all his professions of respect to him were craftily and cunningly
made to take him off of his guard, and that he might the more easily fall into his hands.

Gill continues: [Jacob was especially fearful] when he heard there were four hundred men with him; this struck
a terror into him, and made him suspicious of an ill design against him; though herein Jacob betrayed much
weakness and want of faith, when God has promised again and again that he would he with him, and keep him,
and protect him, and return him safe to the land of Canaan; and when he had just had such an appearance of
angels to be his helpers, guardians, and protectors.'®

Keil and Delitzsch: Jacob, being quite uncertain as to his brother's state of mind, was thrown into the greatest
alarm and anxiety by the report of the messengers, that Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men."®?

Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary: [Jacob was] now expecting to meet with a fiercer enemy in his
brother. All was dread and anxiety. He is scarcely delivered from one host of enemies when another is coming
forth to meet him. Such was the gloomy and hopeless condition of the outward world as it appeared to Jacob’s
natural eye.'®®

18 Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:6.
19 Geneva Bible Translation Notes; 1599, courtesy of e-sword, Genesis 32:7.

160 Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Brown; Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible; 1871; from
e-sword, Genesis 32:6.

61 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:7.
162 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Genesis 32:4—7.
163 The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary; edited by Joseph S. Exell, 1892; from e-sword, Genesis 32:1-2.
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Genesis 32:7a: Jacob’s Fear of Esau (various commentators)

Trapp: [Jacob] is so damped and terrified with this sad message of Esau’s approach and hostile intentions, that
he knows not what course to take to.'®*

Trapp: [Fear] was his weakness,...as looking to the present peril, and "forgetting the consolation,"...that he might
have drawn from the promise of God, and presence of angels. Faith quells and kills distrustful fears: but Satan,
in a distress, hides from us that which should support us, and makes greater that which may appal us."®

Dr. Peter Pett, | think, nails the situation here: The fact that the messengers were allowed to return without a
threatening reply should have assured him that Esau’s intentions were not evil. And indeed had they been so
Esau and his men would have arrived first. The only purpose then in allowing the messengers to return first
would have been to tell Jacob what would happen to him. Esau necessarily comes accompanied by his men.
He wants his brother to know that he is powerful and respected. But there is nothing like a guilty conscience
for distorting the facts. What is natural behaviour takes on an ominous significance for Jacob."®

Verse-by-verse Ministry: [Jacob] isn’t sure what he will find, especially concerning his brother who may still
harbor violent intentions against Jacob."®’

David Guzik makes a great point here: When Laban confronted Jacob with a hostile militia Jacob boldly stood
up to him and spoke his mind (Genesis 31:36-42). But with Esau, Jacob was afraid to meet him. This was
because Jacob knew he was in the right with Laban, but he knew he was in the wrong with Esau. Shakespeare
was right when he wrote, “Conscience does make cowards of us all.” 1%

Scriptures on fear: Exodus 14:10 Psalm 18:4-5 31:13 55:4-5 61:2 142:4 Matthew 8:26 John 16:33
Acts 14:22 2Corinthians 1:4, 8-10."%°

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines
Jacob is afraid because he expects the worst from Esau.

Applying Jacob’s Experience to Our Lives: Sometimes, these narratives seem esoteric to us. Here is Jacob,
a shepherd who lived 4000 years ago. He is about to meet his brother Esau, a brother he has messed over; and
a man who potentially can do him harm—to the point of death. Jacob has also seen angels. What does this mean
to me, as a believer in the 21% century?

Application: The Christian often thinks that he ought to receive miraculous signs of encouragement in order to
move from point A to point B. In fact, so often, the difficulties that some believers endure are small; their problem
is, they do not have a grounding in faith (that is, in Bible doctrine). This would apply to nearly every person who
prays to God, “God, give me a sign!”

Application: | want you to notice—God gave Jacob a sign. God allowed Jacob to see His angels camping
nearby. Whereas this should have given Jacob confidence, he is yet afraid.

164 John Trapp A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Edited by W. Webster and Hugh Martin; e-sword, Genesis
32:6.

165 John Trapp A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Edited by W. Webster and Hugh Martin; e-sword, Genesis
32:7 (edited) .

16 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:6.

%7 From https:/lwww.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf accessed March 2, 2019.

188 David Guzik’s Commentary on the Old Testament; courtesy of e-sword; ©2006; Genesis 32:7-8.

169 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:7.
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Guzik comments here: Jacob also had every reason to believe God would protect him. He seems to
have forgotten God had a special camp of angels there to protect him. His great fear and distress is
not appropriate for someone who is protected by God."®

Guzik then adds: [lJf Jacob really trusted God, he would be at the head of the procession to meet
Esau, not the tail.'"

Application: Where does your confidence come from? Not from signs but from Bible doctrine in your soul.

Application: There is another application here, suggested by David Guzik."? Nearly all of us have things that
we have done in our past which cause us guilt and grief. Sometimes, this past is as recent as yesterday. We
have to leave our past in the past; we name our sins and move forward. Now, can our past misdeeds come back
to bite us? Absolutely. But, God has made provision for us. You may be surprised, but there are quite a number
of verses on this particular topic. However, this one comes to mind: Philip. 3:13—14 Brothers, | do not consider
that | have made it my own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
| press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (ESV) The Old Testament
version of that is Isaiah 48:13 Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. (MKJV)

Application: This does not mean that we cannot learn from our past mistakes; but it does mean that, there is little
to be gained by reliving the past and wishing that we could undo that which cannot be undone.

Application: There is a corollary to forgiving yourself for what you have done in the past. You must be willing to
forgive others as well. You must be willing to leave their actions and misdeeds in the past.

Application: When it comes to someone who has wronged you in the past, you have to be willing to forgive them;
and you leave it there. You don’t bring it up every time that you see them (I would hate for others to do that to
me). How you interact with them in the future, depending upon the severity of their actions in the past is
something which requires Bible doctrine. For instance, you can have a drug addict in your family who you simply
cut out of your life; and there might be another instance with another druggie that you don't.

Application: Taking this one step further, you must be aware that some of your misdeeds may burn bridges
behind you, bridges that can never be mended again. To put it bluntly, there may be people who will never like
you again, based upon things that you have done to them in the past. That old maxim remains true until today:
do not burn bridges behind you (for those too young to understand that, it means, do not do something to
someone that will end your relationship/friendship/kinship forever).

Genesis 32:7b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

éand so, and then, then, and; so,
: that, yet, therefore, WAaw consecutive
consequently; because :

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

No Strong’s #
BDB #253

0 David Guzik’s Commentary on the Old Testament; courtesy of e-sword; ©2006; Genesis 32:7-8.
" David Guzik’s Commentary on the Old Testament; courtesy of e-sword; ©2006; Genesis 32:13-21.
72 David Guzik’s Commentary on the Old Testament; courtesy of e-sword; ©2006; Genesis 32:7-8.
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Genesis 32:7b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

to press, to compress; to bind
up, to bind together; to lay hold
tsarar (x20) [pronounced of; to shut up; to oppress, to
tsaw-RAHR] persecute, to treat with hostility;
intransitive meanings: to be
distressed [stressed, in anguish]

3" person masculine
singular, Qal imperfect;
probably a homonym

Strong’s #6887
BDB #864 and #3865

This verb only occurs 9 times in Scripture; this is the first time it occurs in the Bible (except for Job).

directional/relational

preposition with the 3™ No Strong’s #
person masculine BDB #510

singular suffix

lamed (7) [pronounced FF] ;| to, for, towards, in regards to

Translation: ...and he is experiencing great inner stress [lit., he is stressed regarding himself].

Jacob has a problem. He left Esau under the worst of circumstances. He had defrauded Esau twice, first stealing
his birthright from him (when Jacob was too young to care) and then taking his blessing. As far as Jacob knows,
Esau has been ruminating about these past episodes for the past twenty years. As long as Jacob does not return,
Esau will likely be able to keep the entire inheritance from Isaac.

We do not know what Esau has in mind, but he has obviously been blessed in order to have 400 men to do his
bidding. Esau himself not be certain what he has in mind. The 400 men will show him to be powerful and
prosperous. He may be doing this intentionally to strike fear into Jacob's heart. However, as | have already
pointed out, Esau did not raise up 400 men to travel with him to see Jacob—those 400 men were already with him.
Therefore, there is much less reason for Jacob to fear—if he thought things through.

All of a sudden, living under the crafty and devious Laban does not seem so bad. Jacob can see that Esau is
going to destroy him and all that is with him.

At this point, there are no good choices for a man in fear. He cannot return to Laban; and, even if he was able
to, he cannot move his children and animals fast enough to outrun Esau. When God told Jacob to return to
Canaan, that made running into Esau inevitable.

Now we will see Jacob react and wrestle within himself and wrestle with God was to his only options.

Genesis 32:7c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
and so, and then, then, and; so, ,

1 (e o) that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive N SIS

[pronounced wah] ) BDB #253
consequently; because

chatsah (nyn) to divide [in half], to cut in half d , .

[pronounced khaw- [two], to halve; metaphorically to s?ngslearrsanaTiar;sgg:'lfgit StrngBs##;i%B
TSAW] live half of one’s life ’

This is the first occurrence of this verb in Scripture (except for the book of Job).
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Genesis 32:7c

Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology

indicates that the

112

BDB and Strong’s #

‘éth (xn) [pronounced untranslated generally; following substantive is a Strong's #853
ayth] occasionally to, toward 9 i BDB #84
direct object
people; race, tribe; family,
‘am (vn) [pronounced re/atl\./es; c:t/ze.ns, common _ maspullne smgylar Strong’s #5971
sahm] people; companions, servants; i collective noun with the BDB #766
g entire human race; herd [of definite article
animals]
‘asher (x) that, which, when, who, whom; relative pronoun Strong's #834
[pronounced ash-ER] where P BDB #81
preposition (which is
)2 . identical to the sign of
éth (xn) [pronounced with, at, near, by, among, : : : Strong's #854
ayth] directly from the direct object) with the BDB #85

3 person masculine
singular suffix

Translation: Therefore, he divides the people who [are] with him,...

Jacob is panicked and he can only think of one way to deal with this. He cannot escape and run the other way.
So he decides to divide up his camp. The idea is, he can at least save half of the people with him.

Jacob does this realizing that, if Esau attacks, he will die.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)

Genesis 32:7c

Common English Meanings

and, even, then; namely; when;

Notes/Morphology

simple waw conjunction

BDB and Strong’s #
No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as BDB #251
‘éth (xn) [pronounced untranslated generally; follouicjr:caéﬁf)st?:r:tw: is a Strong's #853
ayth] occasionally to, toward 9 i BDB #84
direct object
tsé'n (xK|) [pronounced small cattle, sheep and goats, coIIfeec;rtTi]\I/r;”:snjlr\n'gvviI;r the Strong’s #6629
tzohn] flock, flocks ’ BDB #838

definite article

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)

and, even, then; namely; when;

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as BDB #251
‘éth (xn) [pronounced untranslated generally; follouicjr:caéﬁf)st?:r:tw: is a Strong's #853
ayth] occasionally to, toward 9 i BDB #84
direct object
baqgar (ap2) [pronounced : bull, cow, ox, collectively: herd, coIrITe]?;;\(jg“r?c(:U?'n\?vﬁmhe Strong’s #1241
baw-KAWR] cattle, oxen ’ BDB #133

definite article
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Hebrew/Pronunciation
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Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology
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BDB and Strong’s #

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; | . R . . No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as SRAE Wl S NGHET BDB #251

gamal (an?) [pronounced camel (this is obviously a masculine plural noun Strong’s #1581
gaw-MAWL] transliteration) with the definite article BDB #168

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational

No Strong’s #

preposition BDB #510
sh®néy (w1') [pronounced : two, two of, a pair of, a duo of; Strong’s #8147
shen-A] both of dual numeral construct BDB #1040
camp, encampment; an army
machaneh (nnan) camp; those who are can'vped . Strong’s #4264
[pronounced mah-khuh- i [army, company, people]; the masculine plural noun BDB #334

NEH]

courts [of Jehovah]; the

heavenly host

This same word was used in Genesis 32:2 (And when Jacob saw them he said, "This is God's camp!" So he
called the name of that place Mahanaim.—ESV).

Translation: ...and the flocks, the herds and the camels, into two camps.
Everything is split up. All of the animals that are with him is split up.

Jacob is not certain what this meeting will be like. He believes that there is the possibility that Esau is still angry
and might still harm him. In this, we realize that Jacob does not fully appreciate, or believe, all of the promises
which God has made to him. He does not fully appreciate that he is the line of promise, and that God would make
a great nation from him. Jacob does not fully appreciate that there is a camp of angels right next to him (which
should give him confidence).

Jacob is going to try to preserve his wive and children. By doing this, he will be (in his own mind) helping God to
fulfill His promises. Or, this could simply indicate that he still has doubts about what God has promised him.

Perhaps seeing that other camp of angels—which should have inspired confidence—gave Jacob the human
viewpoint idea to split up his people into two camps.

Application: How often have you misinterpreted the events of your life? How often have you taken events,
coincidences, or words spoken to mean more than what they actually do?

There are times when God works His will and you just don’t see it. | recall the experience myself of suddenly
looking around, and realizing just how much God had blessed me. It did not really occur to me before that.
Similarly, God has made promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to make a great nation of them. If Jacob would
look at who is with him, he would recognize that God has blessed him with 12 sons (well, 11 at this point). By the
time we get to the end of Genesis, all those with Jacob will number 75. Jacob goes to Paddan-aram by himself
(or with his mother’s slave); and now he is emerging with two wives, two mistresses, 11 sons, and at least one
daughter—and a whole lot of livestock. He needs to open his eyes and realize just how much God has blessed
him.
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Application: It is important for the believer to be able to recognize where and how he has been blessed.
Personally, it took me for a while to get to that point—but the various blessings of God have been there all the
while.

Genesis 32:7 Jacob is greatly afraid and he is experiencing great inner stress [lit., he is stressed regarding
himself]. Therefore, he divides the people who [are] with him, and the flocks, the herds and the camels, into two
camps. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary develops a narrative based upon what we have been studying: No
wonder Jacob is disturbed. His wives and dependants gather round him in dismay; the children,
catching the infectious panic, cower with cries and weeping about their mothers; the whole camp is
rudely shaken out of its brief truce by the news of this rough Esau, whose impetuosity and warlike
ways they had all heard of and were now to experience.'™

Genesis 32:7-8 Jacob is greatly afraid and experiencing great inner stress. Therefore, he divides the people
who are with him into two camps. He also splits up the flocks, the herds and the camels into two groups. He
determined that if Esau attacked one company, the other one can escape.

Genesis 32:7: Jacob divides his people into two camps (various commentators)

J. Vernon McGee: Jacob is in a bad way, he thinks. With this brother of his coming to him, he divides up his
group. He is being clever. He reasons that if his brother strikes one group, then the other one can escape.'™

Dr. Peter Pett: There may well be a deliberate contrast here with verse 2 where Mahanaim also meant two
companies. He has forgotten that his reliance is on God and his angelic messengers. But his policy is to let
Esau arrive and think he has captured all Jacob’s possessions not knowing that there is a second which
hopefully survives."

Murphy: The disposal of his company into two bands, so that if one was attacked the other might escape, is
characteristic of Jacob. He was a scheming man, and never neglected to take every possible precaution."

Dr. Bob Utley: [Jacob’s plans seem] to denote a lack of faith."""

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:8
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

éand so, and then, then, and; so,
: that, yet, therefore, WAaw consecutive
consequently; because :

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

No Strong’s #
BDB #253

173 Expositor’s Bible Commentary; Edited by the Rev. W. Robertson Nicoll; 1887-1896; public domain; from e-sword, Genesis
32:1-32.

74 From https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt accessed March 10, 2019 (Ch. 32).

75 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:7-8.

6 The Preacher’'s Complete Homiletical Commentary; edited by Joseph S. Exell, 1892; from e-sword, Genesis 32:8
(suggestive comments).

7 Dr. Bob Utley, Copyright © 2014 Bible Lessons International; www.freebiblecommentary.org; from e-sword; Genesis
32:7-8.
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Genesis 32:8

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

to say, to speak, to utter; to say

"amar (xn1) [pronounced cg %gaelfj,l?é frgmgé _t?O 3" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] explain: to intend: fo decide; fo singular, Qal imperfect BDB #55
answer

The NET Bible: The Hebrew verb xna (‘amar) here represents Jacob'’s thought or reasoning, and is therefore
translated “he thought.” '"®

if, though; lo, behold; oh that, if

‘im (xn) [pronounced only; when, since, though when : primarily an hypothetical Strong's #518
eem] (or, if followed by a perfect tense particle BDB #49

which refers to a past event)

The particle 'Tm (xn) can be used as a demonstrative (lo, behold), an interrogative (usually expecting a negative
response and often used with other particles and rhetorically), and as a conditional particle (if, though); an

indication of a wish or desire (oh that, if only; this is a rare usage).

Gesenius writes: Its primary power | regard as demonstrative, lo! Behold! '™

béw’ (ak) [pronounced :to come in, to come, to go in, to 3" person masculine Strong’s #935
boh] go, to enter, to advance; to attain: singular, Qal imperfect BDB #97
‘Esav (vuil) [pronounced i handled, made, rough handling; masculine singular Strong’s #6215
gay-SAWV] hairy; transliterated Esau proper noun BDB #796
unto; into, among, in; toward, to;; directional preposition .
, L ’ ;- Strong's #413
el (X7) [pronounced ehl] : against; concerning, regarding; (respect or deference
; 2 o BDB #39
besides, together with; as to may be implied)
camp, encampment; an army
HEEHBED (AR GRS HIOSE TG E5 can'vped masculine singular noun Strong’s #4264
[pronounced mah-khuh- i [army, company, people]; the with the definite article BDB #334
NEH)] courts [of Jehovah]; the
heavenly host
Owens calls this a feminine singular noun.
3 o one, first, certain, only; each, o
BT T every; but it can also mean a nu_m_eral _adjectwe_, Strong's #259
[pronounced eh- composite unitv: possibl feminine singular with BDB #25
KHAWD] posite unity, possibly the definite article
particular; anyone
w*® (or v®) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; ;| . R . . No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as SRAE Wl S NGHET BDB #251
to smite, to assault, to hit, to 3" person masculine
nakah (12n) [pronounced : strike, to strike [something or singular, Hiphil perfect Strong #5221
naw-KAWH)] someone] down, to defeat, to with the 3™ person BDB #645
conquer, to subjugate masculine singular suffix

78 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.
7% Gesenius Hebrew Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, Baker Books; ©1979; p. 55.
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Genesis 32:8
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

to be, is, was, are; to become, to

hayah (n'n) [pronounced come into beina: to come to 3" person masculine Strong's #1961
haw-YAW] pas% singular, Qal perfect BDB #224
camp, encampment; an army
HEEHBED () GRS HIOSE TG £ can'vped masculine singular noun Strong’s #4264
[pronounced mah-khuh- i [army, company, people]; the with the definite article BDB #334
NEH)] courts [of Jehovah]; the

heavenly host

the remaining one, the one that

sha’ar (ux2) is left over; the leftover, the

Niphal participle with the Strong’s #7604

[pronounced shaw-AHR] surviving definite article BDB #983
A . directional/relational No Strong’s #
lamed (7) [pronounced FF] ;| to, for, towards, in regards to preposition BDB #510
peléytah (97:0n) . Aali :
escape; deliverance; escaped ]
[PIETEnEE PR e renlv)nant' who or what h:fs feminine singular noun SIS HE il
TAW] (there is an ’ BDB #812

escaped

alternate spelling)

Translation: He thought, If Esau comes to one company and strikes it down, the remaining company can escape.

The word translated thought actually means to say; but it can refer to what a person is thinking. Jacob may have
expressed these thoughts aloud; and perhaps he did not.

Jacob is explaining why he is splitting his people into two camps.

Jacob plans for the worst—that if Esau is still angry, that some of those belonging to Jacob might be able to
escape with their lives. More than likely, the idea is to have this other group completely out of sight, so that no
one is aware that they even exist.

Genesis 32:8 He thought, If Esau comes to one company and strikes it down, the remaining company can
escape. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:7-8 Jacob is greatly afraid and he is experiencing great inner stress [lit., he is stressed regarding
himself]. Therefore, he divides the people who [are] with him, and the flocks, the herds and the camels, into two
camps. He thought, If Esau comes to one company and strikes it down, the remaining company can escape.
(Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:7-8 Jacob is greatly afraid and experiencing great inner stress. Therefore, he divides the people who
are with him into two camps. He also splits up the flocks, the herds and the camels into two groups. He
determined that if Esau attacked one company, the other one can escape. (Kukis paraphrase)

Genesis 32:7-8 Jacob is greatly afraid and experiencing great inner stress. Therefore, he divides the people
who are with him into two camps. He also splits up the flocks, the herds and the camels into two groups. He
determined that if Esau attacked one company, the other one can escape.
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Gen. 32:8: Jacob’s reasoning for dividing his people into two camps (comments)

Gill sees his reasoning as faulty: [OJne would think, that, notwithstanding all this precaution and wise methods
taken, there could be little expectation of escaping the hands of Esau, if he came out on such an ill design; for
where could they flee? Or how could they hope to get out of the reach of four hundred men pursuing after
them, unless it could be thought, or might be hoped, that the first company falling info his hands, and the
revenge on them, and the plunder of them, would satiate him, and he would proceed no further? ®

L. M. Grant: The messengers bring back word that Esau is coming with four hundred men to meet Jacob (v.6).
They say nothing as to whether Esau was glad to hear of Jacob or not; and Jacob is thrown into a panic. He
is so frightened that, instead of first appealing to the Lord, he divides his company into two bands, thinking that
one band may escape if the first is attacked by Esau.

Grant then applies some divine viewpoint: Of course such human reasoning was not God's leading. God does
not divide His saints in order to sacrifice one part of them for the protection of the other. He loves all His saints,
and has no intention of sacrificing any of them to the enemy."®’

Keil and Delitzsch: Jacob, fearing the worst, divided his people and flocks into two camps, that if Esau smote
the one, the other might escape.'®?

Matthew Poole: Either by flight, or because he supposed Esau’s revenge would be satisfied with the first
slaughter."®

Dr. Peter Pett: [Jacob’s] policy is to let Esau arrive and think he has captured all Jacob’s possessions not
knowing that there is a second which hopefully survives.'®*

Jacob seems only able to focus on the idea that Esau has the means and desire to kill him. Although certainly
the former is true; there is a great deal of evidence to suggest that Esau has no intention of harming his brother
Jacob. What does Jacob actually know at this time? He knows that God has not said, “Jacob, you need to
ready your men for battle; Esau is going to strike you with 400 men.” This should have told Jacob that, he did
not need to worry.

Jacob is using human viewpoint to solve his problem of stress and fear. However, there is literally no human
viewpoint solution available to Jacob at this time.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

When we fall into fear, the first thing that happens is that we are out of fellowship. When we are out of fellowship,
we immediately resort to human viewpoint. Although itis not so stated here, Jacob certainly has ideas about how
to split the companies up. He will certainly place his wives and children into the company in the rear, which will
be the company which will escape if the other company is destroyed. There is a certain lack of logic. If the first
company is destroyed, how will he know? If he camps too close, then Esau could overtake the second camp
without any difficulty (remember, with 3 days head start, Laban still pursued and caught up with Jacob).

Jacob will have at least 3 different ways that he will arrange his people, his animals and his family before meeting
Esau face to face.

It is not clear that Jacob fully appreciates this, but he is in a totally helpless situation. God often needs to put us
in this position. If we have wandered from Him and His Word, then we do not know how to act under pressure.
We do not know how to behave and whom to trust. We might hear advice from twenty people, twenty ideas, all

'8 Dr. John Gill, John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:8.

8 From https:/lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/Img/genesis-32.html; accessed March 6, 2019.
182 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Genesis 32:8—11.

183 Matthew Poole, English Annotations on the Holy Bible; ®1685; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:8.

18 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:7-8.
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human viewpoint, none of which will work. Jacob is trapped and you may not realize how trapped. He cannot go
back; he and Laban set up a boundary between each other that they were not to pass over. Jacob is basically
confined to a single route, which nearly everyone in the region knew. To the southwest we have the
Mediterranean Sea, to the west is the Jordan River and to the East there is desert. There is really nowhere for
Jacob to suddenly flee to.

God has already told Jacob to return to his homeland. As Jacob thinks more and more about his hopeless
situation, he remembers that God sent him back to his homeland.

However, Jacob does not march boldly ahead. He takes two precautions, despite having been given reason for
confidence (the encampment of angels). Jacob splits his camps into two, hoping to preserve one, if he is killed
by his brother. Also, he tries to mollify his brother with gifts. Neither approach will be helpful.

Bear in mind, Jacob will become heir to the Land of Promise not because he has some clever scheme to mollify
Esau, but because this is what God has given him.

It should be clear that Jacob really has no idea how Esau feels right now. What | believe is the case is, Jacob
sees Esau’s thinking today as the thinking which he had 20 years previous, when he went around saying that he
would kill Jacob (Genesis 27:41). That is where Jacob’s mind is, because he clearly did wrong to Esau at that
time.

Esau’s actual reaction to meeting Jacob—20 years after making those threats—is going to be quite different from
that (Genesis 33:4). Jacob fears Esau, in part because of what he did to Esau 20 years ago and in part by Esau’s
company of 400 men. But Esau says and does nothing which threatens Jacob. He is traveling with 400 warriors
because that is the way that he traveled about. Esau did not gather up these men in order to meet Jacob. He
did not find out the Jacob is returning to the land, and so he decides, “Let me gather up 400 of my best warriors
to go with me.” Those men already travel with Esau.

One of the points | am making is, Jacob is wasting his time being afraid of Esau. Here are the simple facts:
(1) God told Jacob to return to the land. (2) If Jacob returns to the land, Esau is going to find out about it. (3) It
is the right thing to do to meet up face to face with Esau and to talk things out (if necessary). (4) A massive camp
of angels is traveling with Jacob. (5) God has given Jacob that land; and God has given Jacob an eternal future.
Therefore, Jacob ought to be able to conclude, | am safe; God is with me.

Jacob’s fear gains him nothing. He is fearful because he is not putting together his understanding of Bible doctrine
with his present circumstance.

Application: We might be more concerned, as God would likely have warned Jacob; but God is not going to
contact us and warn us personally about some bad thing that might take place in our lives. How do we deal with
such things? All | can say is, the worst things that you might anticipate for your life may not be as bad as you think
they will be. As a personal example—I lost a job—and | believe unfairly—at a place where | had worked for 25
years and expected to work until | retired. | would leave this job in quiet disgrace and would have difficulty finding
another job. Did this concern me? Of course it did; but it was, for the most part, out of my control. | could have
sued, but maybe | would win and maybe | would not. But | knew that God made provision for my life; and He made
those provisions in eternity past. When in fellowship, | understood all of that, and went along with these
circumstances. Life went on. | was never in danger of going hungry, losing my house or even losing my backup
assets. The end result was, my life changed dramatically. But, do you know what else changed? | was able to
go from writing 1-3 hours a day to writing 3-5 hours a day (and more). God knew what He was doing, even though
| did not know all of the details of what would happen.

Application: One more thing: there were people (2 or 3) who | believe were responsible for what happened to me.
Now, should | have plotted revenge or thought about how | could get back on them? Of course not! God deals
with that—I don’t have to. | know that at least 2 of those people also had their lives upended as a result. | had
nothing whatever to do with it. | put the matterin God’s hands, focused on my spiritual responsibilities, and moved
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on. God knew exactly what He was doing, even though | did not (and even though there were times | doubted
Him).

Application: No matter what happens in your life, use and apply Bible doctrine to your life; and for the things that
you cannot change, you defer to God’s judgment. If you feel that you have been wrong, put that in the Lord’s
hands; don’t spend a moment with it.

Application: It just so happens that in church today, the substitute pastor was teaching, adversity is to be
expected; stress is optional.’® Exactly appropriate to this lesson about Jacob and to situations | have had in my
past.

Genesis 32:6—-8 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to your brother Esau, and furthermore
he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him." Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed;
and he divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels, into two companies
for he said, "If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the company which is left will escape.”
(Jack M. Ballinger)

Genesis 32:6-8 Jacob’s Desperate Survival Plan (Jack M. Ballinger)

After some time the messengers sent return with a brief announcement.

They inform Jacob that they made contact with his brother and that his brother "is coming to meet you."
Not only are they on their way, but Esau is coming with four hundred men.

This news throws Jacob into full panic mode (v.7) for he assumes the worst.

The language in v.7 "Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed" is used in connection with persons in the
utmost of peril (Judg. 2:15; 10:9; 1Sam. 20:6).

6 Jacob’s perception of the situation is based on the fact that four hundred men are accompanying Esau.
7. For Jacob this can only mean with hostile intent.

8. Fear ruling his soul brings him to devising a survival plan.

9. He thinks that if he divides his people into two groups then if one is attacked the other might survive (v.8).
10. Jacob and his civilian camp is no match for trained soldiers.

11. The plan is clearly an act of desperation and need we say totally unnecessary.

12. God had just recently checkmated Laban preempting violence.

13. Jacob’s antics in this second scene are laughable and pathetic.

14. Nevertheless God’s promise of protection holds true.

o=

From http://lwww.versebyverse.org/classnotes/Genesis/Gen32.htm accessed March 2, 2019.
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Genesis 32:3-5 Then Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of seir, the country
of edom. He also commanded them saying, "Thus you shall say to my lord Esau; 'Thus says your servant
Jacob, "I have sojourned with laban, and stayed until now; and | acquired oxen and donkeys and flocks and
male and female servants; and | have sent to tell my lord, so that | may find favor in your sight.""

Genesis 32:6—8 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to your brother esau, and indeed
he is coming to meet you and four hundred men are with him." Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed;
so he divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels into two camps;
vs 8 because he thought, "if Esau comes to the one camp and destroys it, then the other camp will escape."
(Ron Snider)

Summary Genesis 32:3-8 (by Ron Snider)

1. God has ordered Jacob back to the land of Canaan, and after some 20 years with Laban, he was no

185 Something which R. B. Thieme, Jr. taught over and over again.
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Summary Genesis 32:3-8 (by Ron Snider)

doubt very happy to comply.

2. Upon concluding matters with Laban, and closing the door on that period of his life, Jacob must deal with

the issue of Esau.

If he was to return and reside in Canaan, at some point a meeting with Esau was unavoidable.

If Jacob chose to avoid the inevitable, Esau could always seek him out if he chose to do so.

Jacob knew that Rebekah was to have sent him word as soon as Esau's anger had subsided so he could

return to Canaan.

6. Since he had heard nothing in 20 years, his conclusion was that Esau was likely still in a murderous frame
of mind.

7.  Yet he has the direct command of God to return to Canaan, so he must confront this situation whether
he desires to or not.

8. He sends out an envoy to Esau, who has gradually relocated from his father's house to a region known
as Seir.

9. Later this region acquired the name of Edom due to Edom's presence.

10. Itis located in the southern part of the land, extending from the Dead sea to the Red sea.

11. The original inhabitants were dispossessed by Esau who made this land his. Deut. 2:12

12. He had figured out over some time that Isaac was not going to relent in the matter of the blessing, so he
eventually moved on his way.

13. Jacob gives these men very specific instructions as to how to approach Esau.

14. He applies the term servant or slave to himself and the term lord or master to Esau.

15. This is an obvious reversal of what God had revealed would be the relationship between the boys.

16. Jacob uses this as a ploy to seek to conciliate Esau, but this is not true and it is not necessary.

17. It is wise to seek to avoid conflict, but not at the expense of the truth of doctrine.

18. Jacob is seeking to avoid potential danger, not out of faith but, out of fear.

19. He acts in an obsequious fashion, fawning to gain Esau's favor.

20. He then instructs his men to inform Esau that Jacob is not coming back as a pauper, but has a certain
amount of wealth.

21. He is using human viewpoint to impress Esau and make certain that Esau will allow him to return in
peace.

22. God has told him to return to Canaan, what Esau thinks is truly irrelevant.

23. Jacob is more concerned with Esau than with what he is supposed to be doing.

24. Jacob did not need Esau's approval of his actions, Esau is negative, who cares what he thinks.

25. The messengers return much sooner than Jacob had anticipated, since he was several days journey
away from Esau.

26. They inform Jacob that Esau is already aware of his return, and is already on the way to meet him.

27. Esau apparently did not reveal his intentions to the men Jacob had sent, but appears to want to speak
to Jacob himself.

28. Beyond this they inform Jacob that Esau has an armed force with him of 400 men.

29. These men, like Esau himself, lived by the sword and were involved with Esau in the conquest of the
region of Edom.

30. With Esau coming with a band of armed men and no word of what he intended to do, Jacob fears the
worst.

31. He panics and succumbs to MA fear in a big way.

32. Jacob is not merely afraid, he is panic-stricken and assumes that Esau is coming to slaughter him and
all those with him.

33. He assumes that the murderous rage which was kindled so many years ago still burns in Esau.

34. Jacob forgets all the encouragement he had so recently received from the presence of the angelic

35. This is precisely what happens when the believer caves in to fear, doctrine is forgotten and panic sets in.

36. Like Jacob, this produces an emotional reaction, a panic attack.

37. Jacob loses sight of the fact that God is responsible for his presence here in Canaan, and did not bring
him all this way to kill him.

38. The believer who is walking in obedience to the revealed will of God for his life should have confidence

On g Co
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Summary Genesis 32:3-8 (by Ron Snider)

that God is going to take care of him.
39. He should not fear death in any form, since this would merely be a promotion.
40. Jacob acts on his fear, not BD, and seeks to deliver himself by splitting his group into two camps.
41. The word for camps or companies is the same word which was used by Jacob himself in vs 2.
42. Where is his confidence in the angelic camp, and in the Lord of the angels??

From http://makarios-online.org/notes/genesis/gen32.doc (opens as a Word Document); accessed March 3, 2019

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:7-8 Jacob is greatly afraid and experiencing great inner stress. Therefore, he divides the people who
are with him into two camps. He also splits up the flocks, the herds and the camels into two groups. He
determined that if Esau attacked one company, the other one can escape.

This represents Jacob’s first plan. He will not hold to this plan when he finally meets Esau. He will proudly lead
his wives and children to meet Esau, having sent a present ahead to him (with hopes to mollify Esau). There is
no explanation given—I will speculate a little about this later on—but Jacob will decide not to try to hide his wives
and children upon meeting Esau. No reason will be specifically given for his change in plans. In fact, we do not
even read the words, and Jacob changed his mind and led the camp with his wives and children. By what
happens in Genesis 33, it is clear that is what he did.

As an aside, this is not any sort of contradiction—people change their minds about what they are going to do all
of the time.

Jacob may appear to be doing the right thing or the smart thing here, but he is not. God did not tell him to prepare
for an attack by Esau. There has even enough divine contact in this chapter to suggest that, if Jacob needed to
be worried, upset, fearful or even circumspect, God would have told him about it. God never even suggested that
any such thing was necesary. All of Jacob’s plans to save himself and/or part of his family are a waste of time and
reveal an excess of worry and stress.

Application: There will be times in your life that you experience stress; and like Jacob, you might not be able to
sleep the night before some anticipated event. What do you do? Make some hot chocolate and listen to a couple
lessons of Bible doctrine.

Some commentaries suggest that Jacob is doing what he needs to do, preparing himself for a possible attack by
Esau. Wrong! Jacob is running around like a chicken with its head cut off. He will have a moment of clarity
(vv. 9-12), but much of this chapter describes Jacob’s fear and his reaction to this fear (vv. 7-8 and 13-23). Let
me further suggest that, if Jacob would have just sat down and thought things through logically, he would have
realized that he had no reason to fear Esau; and he did not need to do anything in order to prepare for an attack.
God had all of this under control.

Jacob, in the text of this verse,, speaks of two camps; he is breaking up his people into two camps, so that if Esau
attacks one camp, then the other camp could escape. But where have we heard the term two camps before?
Back in v. 2. Jacob saw the camp of angels and he remarked, "This is God's camp!" So he called the name of
that place Mahanaim. (Genesis 32:2b; ESV) What does Mahanaim mean? Two camps! This is important
because, Jacob knows that God is looking out for him. He does not need to do anything creative, fancy, or clever,
in order to protect himself from Esau—God already has this under control and God even provided Jacob with the
proof that He had it under control—God let Jacob see the camp of angels.

Incorrect Application: Some of those reading this will go to war or be in the military. You don’t say to your
commanding officer, “Listen, we don’t need anything clever or fancy to win this fight; I'm here and God is with me!”
That may very well be true, but you're at war and the rules of war apply, which include strategy and tactics, and
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obedience to authority. God is there, He will protect you; but that does not mean that you should, as a result, act
like a complete idiot. God has given specific promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; so Jacob can stand on
those promises. What direct promises have you received from God about your genealogy? None. You have
received no direct promise from God (even those who are Jewish, you are in the Church Age; so the promises
made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob do not apply directly to you).

Jacob has direct promises from God and Jacob has seen the camp of angels there to protect him. So Jacob now
needs to be depending upon these promises from God. In the next few verses, Jacob will seem to have it all
together. You will look at Jacob and think, “Wow, that man has turned his spiritual life around.” And that is true;
he did—for about 10 minutes.

Genesis 32:6-8 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to your brother Esau, and furthermore
he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him." Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed;
and he divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels, into two companies
for he said, "If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the company which is left will escape.”
(Jack M. Ballinger)

Thinking logically and with divine viewpoint—what Jacob should have been doing

1. First and foremost, God has not warned Jacob about any particular threat. God has not told Jacob, “Esau
is coming and you need to be afraid!”

2. On the other hand, God spoke the Jacob and told him to return home.

3. God allowed Jacob to see this great encampment of angels, which should have reassured him.

4. Jacob needed to consider the time frame concerning Esau and his 400 men. Whether his servants
contacted Esau or not, it should have been clear that Esau did not gather 400 men with the intent of
harming Jacob.

5. Furthermore, Esau lived in Seir—not in the Land of Promise (Canaan)—and that appears to be where
Esau’s roots and future were.

6. Finally, God told Jacob to return to Canaan; and God has made promises for over 100 years that this land
of Canaan would be given to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. How on earth would Jacob
be fearful for his children? They are heirs to God’s promises.

Application: No matter what your circumstance, think logically and apply Bible doctrine to your circumstances.
If you are uncertain about the outcome, then use the faith-rest drill.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines
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Jacob's Great Prayer

Jacob is concerned about meeting up with his brother Esau, whom he did wrong to previously. It appears that
Esau is both successful and powerful. Jacob, therefore, is somewhat apprehensive about this meeting.
Unfortunately, Jacob is in fear of his brother. But, he goes to God in prayer. So far, so good.

Behind Jacob was a confrontation with Laban, his deceptive, scheming uncle. It was resolved. Both men aired
out their differences and then went in opposite directions. Now, a new problem was before Jacob and that was
Esau. Without thinking it through, Jacob was afraid; and he could have made many mistakes acting out of fear.
But, at some point, he stops himself and speaks to God, in which | believe is the first recorded prayer in Scripture.
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Jacob is a wonderful case study of grace because, unlike his grandfather Abraham, Jacob is not so hot. He is
given to manipulation—both as the manipulator and the manipulatee. He is given to fear. He is given to making
bad decisions. In other words, most of us can better relate to Jacob than we can to Abraham.

Once and awhile, Jacob’s star shines bright. His prayer here to God is quite marvelous, and a wonderful
testament to God’s grace.

Keil and Delitzsch: He then turned to the Great Helper in every time of need, and with an earnest
prayer besought the God of his fathers, Abraham and Isaac, who had directed him to return, that, on
the ground of the abundant mercies and truth (cf. Genesis 24:27) He had shown him thus far, He
would deliver him out of the hand of his brother, and from the threatening destruction, and so fulfil His
promises. '

Verse-by-verse Ministry: So what does a man of faith do when all his options are exhausted and he
has no ideas and no escape from his circumstances? What is the last option of every man of God?
He prays...Jacob schemed and planned and bargained to get Esau’s favor, and now that these efforts

have failed, he turns to God and asks God to handle it."®"

There are a great man chiasmi in the book of Genesis.

William Ramey’s Chiasmos of Genesis 32:9-12

Introduction: Jacob's invocation (9a)

A God's message to Jacob while in Haran (9b)
B God's promise of prosperity to Jacob (9c)

C Jacob's confession (10a)

D Jacob left Canaan only with a staff (10b)

X The Jordan River: a place of contrast (10c)
D' Jacob returns to Canaan with "two camps" (10d)
c' Jacob's petition (11)

B' God's promise of prosperity to Jacob (12a)
A' God's message to Jacob while in Canaan (12b)

From https://www.inthebeginning.org/chiasmus/examples.html accessed September 19, 2015.
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I am pretty hard on Jacob throughout the Jacobian narrative, but this is a place where he shines. You think he
has not understood a damn thing that God has said, that he keeps rejecting God’s plan and implementing his own,
to the point where, you don’t think that Jacob knows God’s plan at all. However, here, Jacob reveals to us that
he has been listening to God; he does understand where he is; and now, he believes himself to be at the end of
his rope, where there is no hope—and so he turns to God. Thatis fine! He turns to God and quotes God’s Word
back to God in this prayer.

We see a great deal of Jacob’s life, from birth up to his death. He is a man who has failed many times. However,
this prayer is one of the great triumphs of his life. | want you to note that these are just words that he says, but
he reveals that he has been listening; he has taken in some doctrine. It is just that, for the greater part of his life,
he appears to often reject it in favor of his own plan and ideas.

Nothing is more apropos to a life out of fellowship or a life of human viewpoint than a hopeless situation. Jacob
doesn't have anywhere else to turn to. He realizes that his plan is as lame a they come. He realizes that he has

186 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Genesis 32:8-11.
87 From https:/lwww.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf accessed March 2, 2019.


https://www.inthebeginning.org/chiasmus/examples.html
https://www.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf

Genesis Chapter 32 124

nowhere torun to. Heis trapped between Laban and Esau, between the desert and the Mediterranean. If he can't
go to his left or right, or forward or backwards, Jacob can only go in one direction and that is up. He goes directly
to God, the God who told him to go there.

Perhaps Jacob had this thought: if God told him to return to his homeland then God must have some idea as to
what to do about Esau. We should know, at least in theory, that God has solved the Esau problem in eternity past.

Jacob then prayed [lit., said], saying, “Elohim
of my father Abraham and Elohim of my father
Isaac—Yehowah, the One [Who] said, ‘Return
[now] to your land and to your relatives and |
will do good to you.” | am of little worth,
[given] all the gracious acts and all the
faithfulness which You have manufactured
toward your servant. | crossed over this

Genesis Jordan [River] with my staff; and now | have

32:9-12 become two camps. Please deliver me from
the hand of my brother Esau, for | fear him,
that he will come [upon me] and strike me
down, [along with] the mothers and their sons.
You [emphatically] promised [lit., said], ‘1 will
definitely do good to [lit., with] you and | will
make your descendants as the sand of the sea,
which cannot be numbered for [lit., from]
multitude.’ ”

And so says Jacob, “Elohim of my father
Abraham and Elohim of my father
Isaac—Yehowah the One saying, ‘Return to
your land and to your kindred and | will do
good to you.” | have been insignificant from
all the gracious acts and from all the
faithfulness which You have manufactured to
your servant, for in my staff | crossed a
Jordan the this; and now | have become two
of camps. Deliver me, | pray You, from a
hand of my brother, from a hand of Esau, for
fearing | him lest he come and strike me,
[and] a mother upon sons. And You [even]
You said, ‘Doing good | will do good with
you and | will set your seed as sand of the
sea which cannot be numbered from
multitude.’ ”

Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah Who said
to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am a man
of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying
my staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps. Please deliver me from
the power of my brother Esau, because | am fearful of him. | worry that he will come upon me and kill me
and my wives and their children. You emphatically promised, ‘I will definitely do good to you and | will
make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered because there are so many.’”

Here is how others have translated this verse:
Ancient texts:

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) And so says Jacob, “Elohim of my father Abraham and Elohim of my father
Isaac—Y°®howah the One saying, ‘Return to your land and to your kindred and | will
do good to you.” | have been insignificant from all the gracious acts and from all the
faithfulness which You have manufactured to your servant, for in my staff | crossed
a Jordan the this; and now | have become two of camps. Deliver me, | pray You,
from a hand of my brother, from a hand of Esau, for fearing | him lest he come and
strike me, [and] a mother upon sons. And You [even] You said, ‘Doing good | will
do good with you and | will set your seed as sand of the sea which cannot be
numbered from multitude.””

Targum (Onkelos) And Jakob said, God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Izhak, the Lord,
who didst say to me, Return to thy country and to thy native place, and | will do thee
good; less are my righteousnesses than all the mercies and all the benefits which
Thou hast performed unto Thy servant: for alone | passed this Yardena, and now
| have become two bands. Deliver me now from the hand of my brother, from the
band of Esau; for | am afraid of him, lest he come and smite me, and the mother
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with the children. And Thou hast said, In doing good | will do good with thee, and
will make thy sons many as the sand of the sea which cannot be numbered for
number.

And Jakob said, God of my father Abraham, Thou, the God of my father Izhak, the
Lord, who saidst to me, Return to thy country and to thy kindred, and | wilt do thee
good: | am altogether less than any of the (acts of) goodness and truth which Thou
hast exercised towards Thy servant: for with my staff, alone, | passed this Jardena,
and now | am become two bands.

Deliver me | pray, from the hand of my elder brother, from the hand of Esau, for |
fear him: for he hath been mindful of the glory of his father; lest he come and smite
the mother with the children. But Thou hast promised, | Will surely do thee good,
and will make thy sons many as the sand of the sea be numbered for that cannot
be numbered for Multitude.

And Jacob said: O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, O Lord,
who said to me: Return to your land and to the place of your birth, and | will do well
for you, | am not worthy of the least of all your mercies, and of your truth which you
have fulfilled to your servant. With my staff | passed over this Jordan; and now |
return with two companies. Deliver me from the hand of my brother Esau, for | am
greatly afraid of him: lest perhaps he come, and kill the mother with the children.
You did say that you would do well by me, and multiply my seed like the sand of the
sea, which cannot be numbered for the multitude.

Ya'aqub said, "God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, Mar-Yah,
who said to me, 'Return to your country, and to your relatives, and | will do you
good," | am not worthy of the least of all the loving kindnesses, and of all the truth,
which you have shown to your servant; for with just my staff | passed over this
Yordan; and now | have become two companies. Please deliver me from the hand
of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for | fear him, lest he come and strike me,
and the mothers with the children. You said, 'l will surely do you good, and make
your seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered because there are so
many."

And Jacob prayed, and said. O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father
Isaac, the LORD who didst say to me, Return to the land of your fathers and to your
kindred, and | will deal well with you; | am not worthy of the least of all thy favors,
and of all the truth that thou hast shown to thy servant; for alone with my staff |
crossed over this Jordan; and now | have become two companies. Deliver me, |
pray thee, from the hands of my brother Esau; for | am afraid of him, lest he will
come to smite me, and the mothers with their children. And thou didst say, | will
surely do you good, and make your descendants numerous as the sand of the sea
which cannot be numbered for multitude.

And Jacob said, God of my father Abraam, and God of my father Isaac, O Lord, you
art he that said to me, Depart quickly to the land of your birth, and | will do you

have wrought with your servant; for with this my staff | passed over this Jordan, and
now | am become two camps. Deliver me from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau, for | am afraid of him, lest haply he should come and smite me, and
the mother upon the children. But you said, | will do you good, and will make your
seed as the sand of the sea, which shall not be numbered for multitude.

One targum and the Syriac both have a few extra words. Although a Targum has
native place; and the Latin has place of your birth; rather than kindred (relatives);
those are legitimate translations. The Greek combines your land with you relatives
(or, leaves one of those out).
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One targum has less are my righteousnesses; rather than | am insignificant. The
Greek has Let there be to me a sufficiency of all. One targum leaves off the word
staff. The Latin has return rather than become.

One targum has band rather than hand. In the request for deliverance, a few words
are missing in the Latin. / pray you is also missing in the Greek.

One targum has an additional phrase. So far, this has been the most problematic
verse; and, in truth, there are so few problems...and none of them are significant.
So much of the Old Testament is narrative, so that a few problems here or there
really has no effect on the overall meaning.

Limited Vocabulary Translations:
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Easy-to-Read Version—2006

Good News Bible (TEV)
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Then Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, the God of my father Isaac, the
Lord who said to me, Go back to your country and your family and | will be good to
you: | am less than nothing in comparison with all your mercies and your faith to me
your servant; for with only my stick in my hand | went across Jordan, and now |
have become two armies. Be my saviour from the hand of Esau, my brother: for my
fear is that he will make an attack on me, putting to death mother and child. And
you said, Truly, | will be good to you, and make your seed like the sand of the sea
which may not be numbered.

Then Jacob prayed, ‘God of Abraham and God of my father Isaac, Lord, you said
to me “Go back to your country. And go to your relatives and | will do good things
for you.” | am not worth all the kind things that you have done for me. You have
stayed with me. And | am not worth this. When | crossed the River Jordan, | only
had my stick. But now | can make 2 groups of good things from what | have. | pray
that you will save me from my brother Esau. Because | am afraid that he will come
and attack me. He may also attack my family. But you have said, “I will give you
many good things. | will make your descendants as many as the pieces of sand by
the sea. They are so many that they cannot be counted.”’ God had said this to
Jacob in 28:14.

Then Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham! God of my father Isaac! Lord, you
told me to come back to my country and to my family. You said that you would do
good to me. You have been very kind to me. You did many good things for me. The
first time | traveled across the Jordan River, | owned nothing—only my walking stick.
But now | own enough things to have two full groups. | ask you to please save me
from my brother Esau. | am afraid that he will come and kill us all, even the mothers
with the children. Lord, you said to me, ‘I will be good to you. | will increase your
family and make your children as many as the sands of the sea. There will be too
many to count.”

Then Jacob prayed, “God of my grandfather Abraham and God of my father Isaac,
hear me! You told me, Lord, to go back to my land and to my relatives, and you
would make everything go well for me. | am not worth all the kindness and
faithfulness that you have shown me, your servant. | crossed the Jordan with
nothing but a walking stick, and now | have come back with these two groups. Save
me, | pray, from my brother Esau. | am afraid—afraid that he is coming to attack us
and destroy us all, even the women and children. Remember that you promised to
make everything go well for me and to give me more descendants than anyone
could count, as many as the grains of sand along the seashore.”

Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham! God of my father Isaac! Lord, you told me
to return to my country and my family. You said that you would do good to me. | am
not worthy of the kindness and continual goodness you have shown me. The first
time | traveled across the Jordan River, | had only my walking stick. But now | own
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enough to have two camps. Please save me from my brother Esau. | am afraid he
will come and kill all of us, even the mothers with the children. You said to me, ‘I will
do good to you. | will make your children as many as the sand of the seashore.
There will be too many to count.”

And then Jacob prayed, “God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, GOD
who told me, ‘Go back to your parents’ homeland and I'll treat you well.” | don’t
deserve all the love and loyalty you've shown me. When | left here and crossed the
Jordan | only had the clothes on my back, and now look at me—two camps! Save
me, please, from the violence of my brother, my angry brother! I’'m afraid he’ll come
and attack us all, me, the mothers and the children. You yourself said, ‘I will treat
you well; I'll make your descendants like the sands of the sea, far too many to
count.”

Then Jacob prayed, “Elohim of my grandfather Abraham and Elohim of my father
Isaac! Yahweh, you said to me, ‘Go back to your land and to your relatives, and |
will make you prosperous.’ I’'m not worthy of all the love and faithfulness you have
shown me. | only had a shepherd’s staff when | crossed the Jordan River, but now
| have two camps. Please save me from my brother Esau, because I'm afraid of
him. I'm afraid that he’ll come and attack me and the mothers and children too. But
you did say, ‘Il will make sure that you are prosperous and that your descendants
will be as many as the grains of sand on the seashore. No one will be able to count
them because there are so many.”

Then Jacob prayed, “You are the God of my grandfather Abraham. You are the God
of my father Isaac. Lord, you are the one who said to me, ‘Go back to your country
and your relatives. Then | will give you success.” You have been very kind and
faithful to me. But I'm not worthy of any of this. When | crossed this Jordan River,
all I had was my walking stick. But now I've become two camps. Please save me
from the hand of my brother Esau. I'm afraid he’ll come and attack me and the
mothers with their children. But you have said, ‘I will surely give you success. | will
make your children as many as the grains of sand on the seashore. People will not
be able to count them.””

Then Jacob prayed: »O God of my father Abraham, the God of my father Isaac, O
Jehovah, you said to me: ‘Go back to your country and your family and | will be
good to you.” »l am less than nothing in comparison with all your love and your
faithfulness to me your servant. | only had a stick in my hand when | traveled across
Jordan. Now | have become two armies. »Save me from the hand of Esau, my
brother. | fear that he will attack me and kill both mothers and children. »You said,
‘| will make sure that you are prosperous and that your descendants will be as many
as the grains of sand on the seashore. No one will be able to count them because
there are so many.’«

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases:

Casual English Bible

Common English Bible

Jacob prayed, “Oh God of my grandfather Abraham and of my father Isaac. Oh
LORD, you told me, ‘Go back to your homeland and your family and | will take good
care of you.” I’'m not worthy of that, or of the love, kindness, and dependability you
have shown me, your humble servant. When | first crossed this Jordan River many
years ago, all | had to my name was a walking stick. Look at me now. | own two
camps and everything in them. Please protect me from the sword of my brother
Esau. I'm terrified of him. I'm afraid he will kill me and my wives and my children.
You gave me a promise: ‘| will take good care of you and give you more
descendants than sand in the sea—too many to count.”

Jacob said, “LORD, God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, who said
to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I'll make sure things go well
for you,” | don’t deserve how loyal and truthful you've been to your servant. | went
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away across the Jordan with just my staff, but now I've become two camps. Save
me from my brother Esau! I'm afraid he will come and kill me, the mothers, and their
children. You were the one who told me, ‘I will make sure things go well for you, and
I will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, so many you won’t be able
to count them.”

Then Jacob prayed: You, LORD, are the God who was worshiped by my
grandfather Abraham and by my father Isaac. You told me to return home to my
family, and you promised to be with me and make me successful. | don't deserve
all the good things you have done for me, your servant. When | first crossed the
Jordan, | had only my walking stick, but now | have two large groups of people and
animals. Please rescue me from my brother. | am afraid he will come and attack
not only me, but my wives and children as well. But you have promised that | would
be a success and that someday it will be as hard to count my descendants as it is
to count the stars in the sky.

Then Jacob prayed, “O God of Abraham my grandfather, and of my father Isaac—O
Jehovah who told me to return to the land of my relatives, and said that you would
do me good— | am not worthy of the least of all your loving-kindnesses shown me
again and again just as you promised me. For when | left home | owned nothing
except a walking stick! And now | am two armies! O LORD, please deliver me from
destruction at the hand of my brother Esau, for | am frightened—terribly afraid that
he is coming to kill me and these mothers and my children. But you promised to do
me good, and to multiply my descendants until they become as the sands along the
shores—too many to count.”

Jacob also prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, Jehovah,
who told me, ‘Return to your land and to your kindred and | will treat you kindly.” |
do not deserve the least of all the kindness and faithfulness Thou hast rendered Thy
servant; for with my staff | crossed this Jordan and now | have become two camps.
Save me, | pray, from my brother’s hand, from the power of Esau, for | fear him,
that he may come and slay me, with mother and children. Thou hast said, | will
unfailingly deal kindly with you and | will make your descendants like the sea sand
that cannot be counted for its numbers.”

Then Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham! God of my father Isaac! LORD, you
told me to return to my country and my family. You said that you would treat me
well. | am not worthy of the kindness and continual goodness you have shown me.
The first time | traveled across the Jordan River, | had only my walking stick, but
now | own enough to have two camps. Please save me from my brother Esau. | am
afraid he will come and kill all of us, even the mothers with the children. You said
to me, ‘I will treat you well and will make your children as many as the sand of the
seashore. There will be too many to count.”

Then Jacob said, "O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O
Lord, Who said to me, 'Return to your country and to those of your family, and I will
bring good to you.' | have not earned any of the loving-kindness and faith which
You have shown to your servant. For | had crossed this Jordan with only my walking
stick. And now | have become two large groups. Save me, | pray, from the hand of
my brother, from the power of Esau. For | am afraid of him. | am afraid he will come
and kill us all, the mothers with the children. But You said, 'l will bring good to you.
I will make your children like the sand of the sea. There will be too many to
number.""

Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my grandfather Abraham, and God of my father,
Isaac—O Lord, you told me, ‘Return to your own land and to your relatives.” And
you promised me, ‘| will treat you kindly.” | am not worthy of all the unfailing love and
faithfulness you have shown to me, your servant. When | left home and crossed the
Jordan River, | owned nothing except a walking stick. Now my household fills two
large camps! O Lord, please rescue me from the hand of my brother, Esau. | am
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afraid that he is coming to attack me, along with my wives and children. But you
promised me, ‘1 will surely treat you kindly, and | will multiply your descendants until
they become as numerous as the sands along the seashore—too many to count.”

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations:

American English Bible

International Standard V

Revised Knox Bible

Translation for Translators

Then Jacob [prayed]: 'O God of my father AbraHam and God of my father IsaAc...
O Lord; You're the One who told me, Return quickly to the land where you were
born, and | will treat you well. So now; [recognize] all the justice and truth that
You've brought about through Your servant.

'With this walking stick of mine, | have now crossed the JorDan [River] divided into
two camps. So, save me from the hands of my brother — from the hands of Esau
— because I'm afraid of him, since [he may] be happy to come and strike me down
[along with] the mothers and the children. However, you told me that You will treat
me well and make my seed as the sands of the seas... so many that they can't be
counted.’

Then Jacob prayed [Lit. said], “O God of my father Abraham, O God of my father
Isaac, O LORD, you who told me, ‘Return to your country and to your relatives and
I’ll cause things to go well for you.” I'm unworthy of all your gracious love, your
faithfulness, and everything that you’ve done for your servant. When [ first crossed
over this river, | had only my staff. But now I've become two groups. Deliver me
from my brother Esau’s control, because I'm terrified of him, and I'm afraid that he’s
coming to attack me, the mothers, and their children. Now, you promised me that
‘I'm certainly going to cause things to go well with you, and I’'m going to make your
offspring [Lit. seed] as numerous as the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.”
And now Jacob said, God of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, you, Lord, who have
bidden me return to my own country, the land of my birth, and have offered to bless
me, |, your servant, am not worthy of all the mercies you have shewn me, the
faithful observance of your promises. | had nothing but this staff with me, when |
crossed the Jordan, and now | have come back with two companies behind me.
Save me now from the power of my brother Esau; | fear grievously that when he
comes he will spare neither women nor children. Have you not promised me your
continued favour, and a posterity spread wide as the sand by the sea, that is
beyond all counting?

Then Jacob prayed, “O Yahweh God, whom my grandfather Abraham worshiped
and my father Isaac worships, you said to me, ‘Go back to your own land and to
your relatives, and | will cause good things happen to/do good things for you.’ |
am not worthy for you to have acted kindly and faithfully in so many ways toward
me, your servant. | had only this walking stick with me when | crossed the Jordan
River on my way to Haran, but now | am so wealthy that there are two large groups
of my family and possessions. So now | pray that you will rescue me from the
power [MTY] of my brother Esau, because | am afraid that he and his men will come
and attack and kill me and the children and their mothers. But do not forget that
you have said, ‘I will certainly enable you to prosper, and | will cause your
descendants to be as numerous as the grains of sand on the seashore, which are
so many that no one can count them.””

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing):

Awful Scroll Bible

Jacob was to say: He of mighty ones of my father Abraham, and he of mighty ones
of my father Isaac, Jehovah, he saying: Be turning back to your solid grounds, and
to your kindred, and it was to be well with you! | have been insignificant, for the
honor and credit, that you is to have prepared for your servant, even with my staff,
| have crossed over the Jordan with two camps. Be rescuing me, from the hand of
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my brother, from the hand of Esau; | fearing that he was to come, and is to have
struck, the mothers even over to the sons. You is to have said: | was to make you
gladdened a gladdening, and am to have set your seed as the sands of the sea -
were they to be counted in their many?

Now Jacob said, "O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the
LORD who said, 'Return to your land and kindred, and | will do good for you, | don't
deserve even the smallest of the kindnesses and faithfulness that You have shown
to Your servant. With my walking-stick | have crossed over this river Jordan, and
have become two camps. Please rescue me from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau. | am afraid that he will come and kill me, and the mother with the
sons. And you said, 'l will definitely do good for you, and make your descendants
like the grains of sand of the sea, which are too numerous to count." The word
"good" is repeated for emphasis.

Jacob also said, " God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord
Who said to me ' Return to the land of your birth and | will be good to you.' | am un-
worthy of all the mercies and of all the support which You have shown to me when
I, Your servant, passed over this torrent with my staff, and | am returning as two
camps. Grant me a deliverance from the hand of my brother, from the hand of
Esau, for | fear that he will come and cut off mothers with children. But You have
said ' Supporting | will support you, and | will make your race like the sand of the
sea, which cannot be counted for quantity.' "

And Jacob said: O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac: Lord,
which said unto me, return unto your country and to your kindred, and | will deal well
with you. | am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and truth which you have
showed unto your servant. For with my staff came | over this Jordan, and now have
| gotten two droves. Deliver me from the hands of my brother Esau: for | fear him:
least he will come and smite the mother with the children. You said that you would
surely do me good, and would make my seed as the sand of the sea which cannot
be numbered for multitude.

And Jacob said: O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O
Yahweh, Thou who didst say unto me, Return to thy land and to thy relation and |
will do thee good, | am unworthy of all the acts of kindness and of all the faithfulness
which thou hast bestowed upon thy servant; for with only my staff | crossed this
Jordan, and now | have become two companies. Deliver me from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Esau, for | am afraid of him, lest he come and smite
me—>both mothers and children. Yet thou didst say unto me, | will do only good to
thee, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea which is too plentiful to count.
Then Jacob said, "O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, O
Yahweh, who said to me, 'Return to your land and to your family, and | will deal well
with you.' {l am not worthy} of all the loyal love and all the faithfulness that you have
shown your servant, for with [only] my staff | crossed this Jordan, and now | have
become two camps. Please rescue me from the hand of my brother, from the hand
of Esau, for | fear him, lest he come and attack mother and children [alike]. Now you
yourself said, 'l will surely deal well with you and make your offspring as the sand
of the sea that cannot be counted for abundance.™

Then Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac,
ADONAI, who said to me, ‘Return to your land and to your relatives and | will do good
with you.” | am unworthy of all the proofs of mercy and of all the dependability that
you have shown to your servant. For with only my staff | crossed over this Jordan,
and now I've become two camps. Deliver me, please, from my brother’s hand, from
Esau’s hand, for I'm afraid of him that he’ll come and strike me—the mothers with
the children. You Yourself said, ‘1 will most certainly do good with you, and will make
your seed like the sand of the sea that cannot be counted because of its
abundance.”
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Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur):

The Heritage Bible

New American Bible (2002)

New American Bible (2011)

New Jerusalem Bible

Revised English Bible

And Jacob said, Oh God of my father, Abraham, and God of my father, Isaac,
Jehovah, who said to me, Return to your country and to your kindred, and | will do
good with you, | am not worthy of all the mercies and of all the truth which you have
done to your servant, because | crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now |
am become two armies. Snatch me away, please, from the hand of my brother,
from the hand of Esau, because | fear him, lest he come, and strike me - the mother
with the children. And you said, being good, | will be good to you, and put your
seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be tallied up for abundance.

Then he prayed: "O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac! You
told me, O LORD, 'Go back to the land of your birth, and | will be good to you.' | am
unworthy of all the acts of kindness that you have loyally performed for your servant:
although | crossed the Jordan here with nothing but my staff, | have now grown into
two companies. Save me, | pray, from the hand of my brother Esau! Otherwise |
fear that when he comes he will strike me down and slay the mothers and children.
You yourself said, 'l will be very good to you, and | will make your descendants like
the sands of the sea, which are too numerous to count.™

Then Jacob prayed: “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac! You,
LORD, who said to me, ‘Go back to your land and your relatives, and | will be good
to you [Gn 31:3]." | am unworthy of all the acts of kindness and faithfulness that you
have performed for your servant: although | crossed the Jordan here with nothing
but my staff, | have now grown into two camps. Save me from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Esau! Otherwise | fear that he will come and strike me
down and the mothers with the children. You yourself said, ‘I will be very good to
you, and | will make your descendants like the sands of the sea, which are too
numerous to count.” Gn 28:14; 48:16; Ex 32:13; Heb 11:12.

Jacob said, 'God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, Yahweh who
told me, "Go back to your native land and | will be good to you," | am unworthy of
all the faithful love and constancy you have shown your servant. | had only my staff
when | crossed this Jordan, and now | have grown into two camps. | implore you,
save me from my brother Esau's clutches, for | am afraid that he may come and
attack me, mothers and children alike. Yet it was you who said, "l shall be very
good to you, and make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which is too
numerous to count." '

Jacob prayed, “God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, LORD at whose
bidding | came back to my own country and to my kindred, and who promised me
prosperity, | am not worthy of all the true and steadfast love which you have shown
to me your servant. The last time | crossed the Jordan, | owned nothing but the staff
in my hand; now | have two camps. Save me, | pray, from my brother Esau, for |
am afraid that he may come and destroy me; he will spare neither mother nor child.
But you said, ‘I shall make you prosper and your descendants will be like the sand
of the sea, beyond all counting.”

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles:

Complete Jewish Bible

Then Ya‘'akov said, “God of my father Avraham and God of my father Yitz'chak,
Adonai, who told me, ‘Return to your country and your kinsmen, and | will do you
good’: I'm not worthy of all the love and faithfulness you have shown your servant,
since | crossed the Yarden with only my staff. But now | have become two camps.
Please! Rescue me from my brother ‘Esav! I'm afraid of him, afraid he’ll come and
attack me, without regard for mothers or children. You said, ‘I will certainly do you
good and make your descendants as nhumerous as the grains of sand by the sea,
which are so many they can’t be counted.”
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And Yaaqov says,

O Elohim of my father Abraham

and Elohim of my father Yischaq,

Yah Veh who says to me,

Return to your land and to your kindred

and | well-please you:

| am less than the least

of all the mercies and of all the truth,

you worked to your servant;

for with my staff | passed over this Yarden;

and now | become two camps:

rescue me, | beseech you,

from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esav:

for | awe him, lest he comes and smites me

and the mother with the sons.

And you - you say,

In well-pleasing, | well-please you

and set your seed as the sand of the sea

which cannot be scribed for abundance.

Then Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O
Lord, who said to me, ‘Return to your native land and | will deal bountifully with you'’!
I am unworthy of all the kindness that You have so steadfastly shown Your servant:
with my staff alone | crossed this Jordan, and now | have become two camps.
Deliver me, | pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; else, | fear,
he may come and strike me down, mothers and children alike. Yet You have said,
‘| will deal bountifully with you and make your offspring as the sands of the sea,
which are too numerous to count.””

Jacob prayed: 'O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac. You
Yourself told me, 'Return to the land where you were born, and | will make things
go well with you.' [See Genesis 31:3, 31:13.] | am unworthy of all the kindness and
faith that You have shown me. [When I left home,] | crossed the Jordan with [only]
my staff, and now | have enough for two camps. Rescue me, | pray, from the hand
of my brother - from the hand of Esau. | am afraid of him, for he can come and Kkill
us all - mothers and children alike. You once said, 'l will make things go well with
you, and make your descendants like the sand grains of the sea, which are too
numerous to count.'' [See Genesis 28:14.]

And Ya’'akov said, O Elohei Avi Avraham, and Elohei Avi Yitzchak, Hashem which
saidst unto me, Shuv I'aretzecha and to thy moledet (kindred), and | will deal well
with thee;

I am not worthy of the least of all the chasadim, and of all the emes, which Thou
hast showed unto Thy eved; for with my makal (rod, staff) | passed over this
Yarden; and now | am become two machanot.

Save me, now, from the yad achi, from the yad Esav; for | fear him, lest he will
come and attack me, em with banim.

But Thou saidst, | will surely do thee good, and make thy zera as the chol of the
yam, which cannot be numbered for multitude.

And Ya‘aqob said, “O Elohim of my father Abraham and Elohim of my father
Yitshaq, 'nin who said to me, ‘Return to your land and to your relatives, and | do
good to you,” “l do not deserve the least of all the kind acts and all the truth which
You have shown Your servant, for | passed over this Yardén with my staff, and now
I have become two groups. “Deliver me, | pray, from the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Esaw, for | fear him, lest he come and shall smite me and the mother
with the children. “For You said, ‘I shall certainly do good to you, and shall make
your seed as the sand of the sea, which are too numerous to count.’”
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Expanded/Embellished Bibles:

The Amplified Bible

The Expanded Bible

Kretzmann’s Commentary

NET Bible®

Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the Lord,
who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your people, and | will make you
prosper,” | am unworthy of all the lovingkindness and compassion and of all the
faithfulness which You have shown to Your servant. With only my staff [long ago]
| crossed over this Jordan, and now | have become [blessed and increased into
these] two groups [of people]. Save me, please, from the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Esau; for | fear him, that he will come and attack me and the mothers
with the children. And You [Lord] said, ‘I will certainly make you prosper and make
your descendants as [numerous as] the sand of the sea, which is too great to be
counted.”

Then Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham! God of my father Isaac! Lord, -you
told [did you not tell...?] me to return to my country and my family. You said that you
would treat me well. | am not worthy of the -kindness [loyalty; covenant love] and
-continual goodness [faithfulness] you have shown -me [“your servant]. The first
time | traveled across the Jordan River, | had only my walking stick, but now | own
enough to have two camps. Please -save [rescue; deliver] me from [‘the hand of]
my brother Esau. | am afraid he will come and -kill [strike; attack] all of us, even the
mothers with the children. You said to me, ‘1 will treat you well and will make your
-children ['seed] as many as the sand of the seashore [22:17]. There will be too
many to count.””

Verses 9-12

Jacob's Prayer

And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord
which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country and to thy kindred, and | will deal well
with thee: | am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth which
Thou hast showed unto Thy servant; for with my staff | passed over this Jordan; and
now | am become two bands. This was the proper reaction from the abject fear and
panic with which Jacob had been suffering, carrying the matter to the true God in
humble prayer. His prayer had the proper form, for he reminded God of His
promises, at the same time declaring his own unworthiness so far as all the mercies
and all the truth of the Lord were concerned, for his entire possessions twenty years
before, when he crossed the Jordan near this point, had consisted of a staff, and
now there were two bands of animals and of servants whom he was taking back to
his home country. Deliver me, | pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau; for | fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with
the children, literally, upon the children, since a mother will protect her children
against the enemy with her body. The situation was so serious in the eyes of Jacob
that he utterly despaired of all human help. And thou saidst, | will surely do thee
good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be nhumbered for
multitude. Because an attack such as was now threatening him would tend to defeat
the divine promise in the patriarchal blessing, therefore Jacob once more reminded
the Lord of this promise, Genesis 28:14. Faith clings to the divine promises, and he
that prays properly always refers the Lord to His own Word with its many
assurances of mercy, blessing, help, and assistance.

Then Jacob prayed [Heb “said.”], “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father
Isaac, O Lord, you said [Heb “the one who said.”] to me, ‘Return to your land and
to your relatives and | will make you prosper [Heb “I will cause good” or “I will treat
well [or “favorably”].”].” | am not worthy of all the faithful love [Heb “the loving deeds
and faithfulness” (see 24:27, 49).] you have shown [Heb “you have done with.”] your
servant. With only my walking stick [Heb “for with my staff.”] | crossed the Jordan
[Heb “this Jordan.”], but now | have become two camps. Rescue me, | pray, from
the hand of my brother Esau [Heb “from the hand of my brother, from the hand of
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Esau.”], for  am afraid he will come [Heb “for | am afraid of him, lest he come.”] and
attack me, as well as the mothers with their children [Heb “me, [the] mother upon
[the] sons.” ]. But you [Heb “But you, you said.” One of the occurrences of the
pronoun “you” has been left untranslated for stylistic reasons.] said, ‘I will certainly
make you prosper [Or “will certainly deal well with you.”] and will make your
descendants like the sand on the seashore, too humerous to count [Heb “which
cannot be counted because of abundance.”].”

And Jacob said,—the combined beauty and power, humility and boldness, simplicity
and sublimity, brevity and comprehensiveness of this prayer, of which Kalisch
somewhat hypercritically complains that it ought to have been offered before
resorting to the preceding precautions, has been universally recognized—O God of
my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord—Jacob’s invocation is
addressed not to Deity in general, but to the living personal Elohim who had taken
his fathers Abraham and Isaac into covenant, i.e. to Jehovah who had enriched
them with promises of which he was the heir, and who had specially appeared unto
himself (cf. Genesis 28:13; Genesis 31:3, Genesis 31:13)—which saidst unto me,
Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and | will deal well with thee:—here was
a clear indication that Jacob had in faith both obeyed the command and embraced
the promise made known to him in Haran—I am not worthy of the least of (literally,
| am less than) all the mercies, and (of) all the truth, which thou hast showed unto
thy servant;—the profound humility which these words breathe is a sure indication
that the character of Jacob had either undergone a great inward transformation, if
that was not experienced twenty years before at Bethel, or had shaken off the moral
and spiritual lethargy under which he too manifestly labored while in the service of
Laban—for with my staff (i.e. possessing nothing but my staff) | passed over this
Jordan (the Jabbok was situated near, indeed is a tributary of the Jordan); and now
| am become two bands (or Macha—noth). Deliver me, | pray thee, from the hand
of my brother, from the hand of Esau (thus passing from thanksgiving to direct
petition, brief, explicit, and fervent): for | fear him, lest he will come and smite me
(i.e. mywhole clan, as Ishmael, Israel, Edom signify not individuals, but races), and
the mother with the children. Literally, mother upon the children, a proverbial
expression for unsparing cruelty (Rosenm ller, Keil), or complete extirpation
(Kalisch), taken from the idea of destroying a bird while sitting upon its young (cf.
Hosea 10:14). And thou saidst, | will surely do thee good,—literally, doing good, |
will do good to thee (vide Genesis 28:13). Jacob here pleads the Divine promises
at Bethel (Genesis 28:13—-15) and at Haran (Genesis 31:3), as an argument why
Jehovah should extend to him protection against Esau—conduct at which Tuch is
scandalized as "somewhat inaptly reminding God of his commands and promises,
and calling upon him to keep his word; but just this is what God expects his people
to do (Isaiah 43:26), and according to Scripture the Divine promise is always the
petitioner’s best warrant—and make thy seed as the sand of the sea,—this was the
sense, without the ipsissima verb? of the Bethel promise, which likened Jacob’s
descendants to the dust upon the ground, as Abraham’s seed had previously been
compared to the dust of the earth (Genesis 13:16), the stars of heaven (Genesis
15:5), and the sand upon the sea-shore (Genesis 22:17)—which cannot be
numbered for multitude.

Then Jacob prayed.

Jacob: O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Eternal One
who said to me, “You must now return to the land of your ancestors and to your own
family. | will make good things happen for you.” | know | am not worthy of even a
little of all of the loyal love and faithfulness You have shown to me, Your servant.
You have already blessed me because | left home and crossed the Jordan with
nothing except my staff. Now | have grown into two large camps. Rescue me now,
please, from the hand of my brother, from the grip of Esau. | am afraid that he may
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come and crush us all, the children alongside their mothers. Remember You told
me, “l will make good things happen for you and make your descendants as many
as the grains of sand on the shores, which are too numerous to count.”

Jacob has come to the end of himself. He has struggled with his brother and the
rest of his family for his entire life. He was born a “heel-catcher,” a deceiver, and he
lived the part well. But he can’t go on like this any longer. With Esau on his way, by
this time tomorrow he could well be dead and his family killed or captured. He
desperately needs God’s blessing and protection, so he grieves and agonizes
through the night. Through stabbing pain Jacob demands a blessing from his
unknown assailant, but he cannot receive it until he confesses his name. Once he
does, his name is changed. No longer is he known as Jacob; from now on he is
“Israel,” he who wrestles with God. This is the turning point in Jacob’s life. He lays
aside his former self and takes up a new name, a new identity. If Jacob is to be the
one to carry on God’s covenant and the source of universal blessing, he has to
change.

This is an odd place to put this comment, as the wrestling match occurs later in this
chapter.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings:

Benner’s Mechanical Trans. ...and Ya'aqov ¢l said, the powers of my father Avraham Fatheriited] the nowers

Concordant Literal Version

Context Group Version

English Standard Version

of my father Yits'hhaq Heeushsl yHWH HeBstl g the one saying to me, turn back to
your land and to your kindred and | will make it do well with you, | am small from all
the kindnesses and from all the truth which you did to your servant given that with
my rod | crossed over this Yarden Pl and now | exist as two campsites, please
deliver me from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esav °°" given that | am
fearing him otherwise he will come and he will hit me, mother upon sons, and you
said, | will surely make it do well with you and | set your seed in place like the sand
of the sea which cannot be counted out of the abundance,...

And saying is Jacob, "Elohim of my forefather Abraham and Elohim of my father
Isaac, Yahweh Who said to me, "Return to your land and to your kindred and | will
do good to you.. Smaller am | than all the kindnesses and than all the truth which
You do to Your servant, for with my stick | crossed this Jordan, and now | have
become two camps. Rescue me, pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand
of Esau, for | fear him, lest he comes and smites me, and the mother with the sons.
And you said, "Good, yea, good will | do to you, and | make your seed as the sand
of the sea, which is not being numbered for multitude.

And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, O
YHWH, who said to me, Return to your country, and to your family, and | will do you
good: | am not worthy of the least of all the family allegiances, and of all the truth,
which you have shown to your slave; for with my stick | passed over this Jordan;
and now | have become two companies. Deliver me, | beg of you, from the hand
of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for | fear him. Or else, he will come and strike
me, from mother to sons. And you said, | will surely do you good, and make your
seed as the sand of the sea, which shall be too many to count.

And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord
who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your kindred, that | may do you
good,” | am not worthy of the least of all the deeds of steadfast love and all the
faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with only my staff | crossed
this Jordan, and now | have become two camps. Please deliver me from the hand
of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for | fear him, that he may come and attack
me, the mothers with the children. But you said, ‘I will surely do you good, and make
your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.”
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Modern KJV

NASB

New King James Version

Young’s Updated LT

The gist of this passage:
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And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the Lord
who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your relatives, and | will prosper you,’
I am not worthy of all the lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness which You have
shown to Your servant. For with my staff | crossed over this Jordan, and now | have
become two encampments. Deliver me, | pray, from the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Esau. For | fear him, that he will come and attack me and the mothers
with the children. You said, ‘1 will surely prosper you and make your descendants
as the sand of the sea, which is too many to be counted.””

Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord, who
said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your relatives, and | will prosper you,’ |
am unworthy of all the lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness which You have
shown to Your servant; for with my staff only | crossed this Jordan, and now | have
become two companies. Deliver me, | pray, from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau; for | fear him, that he will come and attack me and the mothers with
the children. For You said, ‘I will surely prosper you and make your descendants as
the sand of the sea, which is too great to be numbered.”

Then Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, the
Lord who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your family, and | will deal well
with you’: | am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which
You have shown Your servant; for | crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now
| have become two companies. Deliver me, | pray, from the hand of my brother,
from the hand of Esau; for | fear him, lest he come and attack me and the mother
with the children. For You said, ‘I will surely treat you well, and make your
descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.”
And Jacob says, “God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, Jehovah
who says unto me, Turn back to your land, and to your kindred, and | do good with
you.” | have been unworthy of all the kind acts, and of all the truth which You have
done with your servant—for, with my staff | passed over this Jordan, and now | have
become two camps. Deliver me, | pray You, from the hand of my brother, from the
hand of Esau: for | am fearing him, less he come and have struck me—mother
beside sons. And You—You have said, ‘| certainly do good with You, and | have
set your seed as the sand of the sea, which is not numbered because of the
multitude.””

Jacob prays to God for deliverance; recognizing that he is unworthy of God’s grace.
He recalls two promises and indicates his fearfulness when it comes to their
imminent meeting.

This prayer is going to seem rather amazing. | found myself, on several occasions, thinking, this is Jacob?

Also, is this the first recorded prayer in the Bible (apart from Job)?

The next four verses are a prayer to God.

Genesis 32:9-12 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am
a man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying my
staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps. Please deliver me from the
power of my brother Esau, because | am fearful of him. | worry that he will come upon me and kill me and my
wives and their children. You emphatically promised, ‘I will definitely do good to you and | will make your

descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered because there are so many.
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Genesis 32:9-12: Jacob’s prayer (various commentators)

Benson suggests: [Jacob] addressed himself to God as the God of his fathers, not presuming to call him his
own God, because of the sense he had of his unworthiness."®®

Dr. John Gill: In this distress he does not consult the teraphim Rachel had taken from her father; nor does he
call upon the hosts of angels that had just appeared to him, to help, protect, and guard him; but to God only,
the God of his fathers, who had promised great things to them, and had done great things for them; who was
their God in covenant, as he was his also, though he makes no mention of it, and who was heir of the promises
made to them, the birthright and blessing being entailed upon him."®

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown: This is the first recorded example of prayer in the Bible. It is short, earnest, and
bearing directly on the occasion. The appeal is made to God, as standing in a covenant relation to his family,
just as we ought to put our hopes of acceptance with God in Christ. It pleads the special promise made to him
of a safe return; and after a most humble and affecting confession of unworthiness, it breathes an earnest
desire for deliverance from the impending danger. It was the prayer of a kind husband, an affectionate father,
a firm believer in the promises.'

I don’t know that this is the first prayer in Scripture, but | cannot think of a counter-example.

When Jacob left the land of promise, he made a vow. Gen. 28:20-22 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God
will be with me and will keep me in this way that | go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that
I come again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, and this stone, which | have set
up for a pillar, shall be God's house. And of all that You give me | will give a full tenth to You." (ESV; capitalized)

Dr. Peter Pett: This prayer is a pattern prayer. It begins with a sense of humility and unworthiness, it continues
with a reminder of the promises and faithfulness of God and it seeks help on the basis of those promises. We
too must ever remember that our prayers must be in accordance with the will and purposes of God. Then, and
then only, can we confidently claim His faithfulness. The prayer is a sublimely personal and private prayer.
There is nothing cultic about it. It is spontaneous and heartfelt.""

Skinner: [Jacob’s great prayer consisted] of "an invocation (Genesis 32:10), thanksgiving (Genesis 32:11),
petition (Genesis 32:12), and appeal to the divine faithfulness (Genesis 32:12), a classic model of O.T.
devotion.'%

Some examples of prayers: 2Chronicles 20:6, 12 32:20 Psalm 34:4—6 50:15 91:15 Philip. 4:6-7."%

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines
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Genesis 32:9a
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

éand so, and then, then, and; so,
: that, yet, therefore, waw consecutive
consequently; because :

No Strong’s #
BDB #253

wa (or va) (1)
[pronounced wah]

188 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:9.
18 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:9.

190 Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Brown; Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible; 1871; from
e-sword, Genesis 32:9-12.

91 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:9-12.

192 From https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/genesis-32.html; accessed March 9, 2019. Check this page for
further citation.

193 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:9.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

Genesis 32:9a

Common English Meanings

to say, to speak, to utter; to say
[to oneself], to think; to

Notes/Morphology

138

BDB and Strong’s #

"amar (xn1) [pronounced command: to promise; to 3" person masculine Strong’s #559

aw-MAHR] explain: to intend: fo decide; fo singular, Qal imperfect BDB #55
answer

Ya'aqob (v .?'1)‘ supplqnter; /ns@ous, .dece/.tful; . Strong’s #3290

[pronounced yah-guh- to circumvent; heel; and is masculine proper noun BDB #784
KOHBV] transliterated Jacob
3 God; gods, foreign gods, god;

"El6hiym (x70'D) rulers, judges; superhuman masculine plural Strong's #430

[pronounced el-o-HEEM] ones, angels; transliterated construct BDB #43

Elohim

‘ab (x2) [pronounced
awv]

father, both as the head of a
household, clan or tribe; founder,
civil leader, military leader

masculine singular noun
with the 1% person
singular suffix

Strong’s #1 BDB #3

"Ab°raham (x22nn)
[pronounced ahb"*-raw-
HAWM]

father of a multitude, chief of a
multitude; transliterated
Abraham

masculine singular
proper noun

Strong’s #85
BDB #4

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)

and, even, then; namely; when;

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #

[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as BDB #251
3 God; gods, foreign gods, god;
"El6hiym (x70'D) rulers, judges; superhuman masculine plural Strong's #430
[pronounced el-o-HEEM] ones, angels; transliterated construct BDB #43

Elohim

‘ab (x2) [pronounced

awv]

father, both as the head of a
household, clan or tribe; founder,
civil leader, military leader

masculine singular noun
with the 1% person
singular suffix

Strong’s #1 BDB #3

Yis°chaq ('wnp)
[pronounced yihs®-
KHAWK]

he laughs; laughing;
transliterated /saac

masculine singular
proper noun

Strong’s #3327 &
#3446 BDB #850

Translation: Jacob then prayed [lit., said], saying, “Elohim of my father Abraham and Elohim of my father

Isaac—...

Jacob is saying a prayer here, and the prayer is directed to the God of his father Isaac, the God of his grandfather
Abraham (the word for father can refer to both).

So far, we have not seen anything in Jacob’s life nearly as spiritual as we observed in Abraham’s. Jacob has had
some visions; but there is very little that he says which ties him to the Revealed God. So many times, people have
studied Jacob and wondered, what is he doing in the line of promise? However, here, he is in a jam; and here
he appeals to God. We will finally see Jacob’s recognition of God and God’s grace and his own failings.
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Some have made note that Jacob nowhere confesses his sins.'® However, even in my own prayers, | tend to
silently confess my sins; but say my prayers aloud.

Application: In the spiritual life, you always keep short accounts; always confess your sins. You don’t have to
do this aloud, with your eyes closed or before a priest. If you keep short accounts, confession of sin might take
5 seconds. If you are about to listen to doctrine, pray or exercise your spiritual gift, then you need to rebound

(name your sins) first.

Hebrew/Pronunciation

YHWH ('nin)

Genesis 32:9b

Common English Meanings

Notes/Morphology

BDB and Strong’s #

[pronunciation is possibl transliterated variously as rODEr Noun Strong’s #3068
P POSSIBY + Jehovah, Yahweh, Yehowah brop BDB #217
yhoh-WAH]
"amar (xn1) [pronounced Z;g ngszzyégg}nonﬁosg iael;g% Qal active participle with Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR] P o I.Sy th;% king ’ the definite article BDB #55
unto; into, among, in; toward, to; directional preposition
: A g, n, . "t (respect or deference Strong's #413
el (X7) [pronounced ehl] i against; concerning, regarding, be imolied) with th BDB #39
besides, together with; as to may be implie ) ©
y H st
1% person singular suffix
return, turn, turn back,
shiwb (wia) fr%m';gz(f;;fgfh;omreéc;cg’ 2" person masculine Strong's #7725
[pronounced shoo®v] g 9. ’ singular, Qal imperative BDB #996

recover something, make
restitution

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational

No Strong’s #

preposition BDB #510
earth (all or a portion thereof), feminine singular noun
‘erets (NQy) [pronounced iland, territory, country, continent; with the 2”% erson Strong's #776
EH-rets] ground, soil; under the ground P BDB #75

[Sheol]

masculine singular suffix

w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1)
[pronounced weh]

and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

lamed (7) [pronounced FF]

to, for, towards, in regards to

directional/relational

No Strong’s #

preposition BDB #510
moéwl°deth (ni71n) 28ty GRIET, WEMVES LT lEe) feminine singular noun
[pronounced moh°- TR PSR, HERTEE with the 2”% person SIS il
offspring, children; BDB #409

DETH]

circumstances of birth

masculine singular suffix

Translation: ...Y®howah, the One [Who] said, ‘Return [now] to your land and to your relatives...

This is the right thing to do. Jacob is doing what God told him to do; and he throws that right up in God'’s face from
the get-go. “Look, you told me to return here. | am here because you told me to return.” In a way, Jacob is

194 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S.
Perowne, from e-sword, Genesis 32:9.
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saying, “l am here because | have obeyed You; | am in Your geographical will; so, if | cannot solve this problem,
then You must.”

In just the previous chapter, God said this to Jacob. Gen. 31:3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Return to the land
of your fathers and to your kindred, and | will be with you." (ESV)

When God makes a promise, it is okay to call Him on that promise. It is okay to say, “| am standing on Your Word
right here.” Now, the only catch is, you need to know what you are talking about. For instance, you cannot say,
“Here are all these people in Acts speaking in tongues; | am standing on Your Word right now and | expect to talk
in tongues.” That does not work. You cannot imitate some historical incident and consider that fulfilling a promise
from God. If you found yourself in Iraq, say stationed there by the United States; then you would not suddenly
say, “I need to go to Canaan because that is what Abraham did.”

Jacob’s prayer is remarkable in all that he says. He did return to Canaan, as God commanded; and, therefore,
he can make certain demands of God.

Application: In the Christian life, you can make certain demands of God.

Genesis 32:9c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as P J BDB #251
to do well, to cause to do well, to 1% person sinqular
yatab (*va) [pronounced : do rightly, to do good, to make Hi hilpim e rfect%vith ihe Strong’s #3190
yaw-TABV] merry, to make glad, to rejoice; P P BDB #405

to make fit, to adjust cohortative hé

The cohortative expresses volition. In the English, we often render this with /et or may; in the plural, this can
be let us. The cohortative is designed for the 1% person, it can express a wish or a desire or purpose or an
intent. It is found in conditional statements. Generally there is the hé suffix to indicate this. This might be
called apocopated in Owen’s Analytical Keys to the Old Testament.

The NET Bible: The idea includes more than prosperity, though that is its essential meaning. Here the form is
subordinated to the preceding imperative and indicates purpose or result. Jacob is reminding God of his promise
in the hope that God will honor his word."®

preposition of nearness
. and vicinity with the 2™

‘im (vn) [pronounced . e . Strong’s #5973
Geem] with, at, by, near; like; from . person ma_ss:ullne BDB #767
singular suffix; pausal
form

Translation: ...and | will do good to you.’

God loves this! If God has made a promise to Him, then you quote that promise back to Him (and the Bible is filled
with promises for believers). “God, this is Your Word, this is what You promised me, and | am demanding that
You stand by Your Word!” This is why God gives us His Word; this is so we know what He will and will not do.

Here is what Jacob previously heard. Gen. 31:3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, "Return to the land of your fathers
and to your kindred, and | will be with you." And Gen. 31:11-13 Then the angel of God said to me in the dream,

1% From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.


https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm
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'‘Jacob," and | said, 'Here | am!" And he said, 'Lift up your eyes and see, all the goats that mate with the flock are
striped, spotted, and mottled, for | have seen all that Laban is doing to you. | am the God of Bethel, where you
anointed a pillar and made a vow to me. Now arise, go out from this land and return to the land of your kindred."
So, if those were God’s words, Jacob has not mentioned them before. However, when God says, “I will be with
you” that does imply that God will do good to Jacob.

If we are in the will of God, then what God has planned is for our good.

Now Jacob prays. He is essentially repeating what God has told him. What Jacob needs to do is believe this.

Genesis 32:9 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.’

Genesis 32:9c: God’s promises and provisions to Jacob (various commentators)

Trapp: Promises must be prayed over. God loves to be burdened with, and to be importuned in His own
words...He can as little deny them as deny Himself."®

Trapp continues: And it is no arrogancy nor presumption, to burden God, as it were, with his promise; and of
duty to claim and challenge his aid, help, and assistance, in all perils.*

Dr. Peter Pett: [Jacob] now also aligns himself particularly closely with the covenant in relation to the family tribe
and reminds God of the particular promise made to him on his leaving Paddan—aram (Genesis 31:3). As He
has watched over him with regard to Laban, let Him now watch over him in the face of the new threat."®®

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:9 Jacob then prayed [lit., said], saying, “Elohim of my father Abraham and Elohim of my father
Isaac—Yehowah, the One [Who] said, ‘Return [now] to your land and to your relatives and | will do good to you.’
(Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:10a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

gaton (jvj) [pronounced to be small, to be little, to be 1% person singular, Qal Strong’s #6994

kaw-TOHN] insignificant, to be of little worth perfect BDB #3881
from, away from, out from, out of

min (n|) [pronounced from, off, on account of, since, reposition of separation Strong's #4480

mihn] above, than, so that not, beyond, prep P BDB #577
more than, greater than

kél (5%) [pronounced the whole, all of, the entirety of, COT;?S;“?SS&SSI? a Strong’s #3605

kohl] all; can also be rendered any of y BDB #4381

definite article

% The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary; edited by Joseph S. Exell, 1892; from e-sword, Genesis 32:9
(suggestive comments).

197 John Trapp A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Edited by W. Webster and Hugh Martin; e-sword, Genesis
32:9.

18 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:9—12.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

Genesis 32

Common English Meanings

:10a
Notes/Morphology

142

BDB and Strong’s #

Literally, they mean from all... However, together, various literal translations give the following renderings: about
all, of all (1Samuel 23:23); over all, more than all, above all (Genesis 3:14).

chacadiym (no1'n)
[pronounced kuh-saw-
DEEM]

gracious acts, gracious
promises, acts of kindness
(benevolence, mercy);
graciousness, benevolence,
mercies, kindnesses

masculine plural noun
with the definite article

Strong's #2617
BDB #338

w® (or v®) (1.0or 1)
[pronounced weh]

and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple waw conjunction

No Strong’s #
BDB #251

min (n|) [pronounced
mihn]

from, off, on account of, since,
above, than, so that not, beyond,
more than, greater than

from, away from, out from, out of

preposition of separation

Strong's #4480
BDB #577

kél (5%) [pronounced
kohl]

the whole, all of, the entirety of,
all; can also be rendered any of

masculine singular
construct followed by a
definite article

Strong’s #3605
BDB #4381

Literally, they mean from all... However, together, various literal translations give the following renderings: about
all, of all (1Samuel 23:23); over all, more than all, above all (Genesis 3:14).

‘émeth (xp

[pronounced EH-meth]

firmness, faithfulness, truth,
certainty, stability, perpetuity,
fidelity, reliable, stable,
dependable

feminine singular noun
with the definite article

Strong’s #571
BDB #54

‘asher (xwn)
[pronounced ash-ER]

that, which, when, who, whom;
where

relative pronoun

Strong's #834
BDB #81

‘asah (vwi) [pronounced
gaw-SAWH)|

to do, to make, to construct, to
fashion, to form, to prepare, to
manufacture; accomplish

2" person masculine
singular, Qal perfect

Strong's #6213
BDB #793

‘éth (xn) [pronounced

ayth]

untranslated generally;
occasionally to, toward

indicates that the
following substantive is a
direct object

Strong's #853
BDB #84

‘ebed (va7) [pronounced

GEB-ved]

slave, servant; underling;
subject; this can mean military

masculine singular noun
with the 2" person

men, soldiers in the plural

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #5650
BDB #713

Translation: | am of little worth, [given] all the gracious acts and all the faithfulness which You have manufactured

toward your servant.

In Jacob’s prayer to God, he evaluates himself. He recognizes that he deserves nothing; and that God has
demonstrated great grace and truth to him over the years. This is very accurate. Sometimes, you wonder if a
person is very self-aware, and then Jacob says stuff like this, which indicates that he knows where he is at, what
he is doing, and what God requires of him. Maybe not perfectly, but reasonably well.
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The faithfulness of God is found here: Genesis 24:27 28:15 Psalm 61:7 85:10 Micah 7:20."%

Genesis 32:9-10a Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father
Isaac—Jehovah Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good
to you.” I am a man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which
You have manufactured toward me, your servant.

Jacob offers up his own unworthiness as reason for God to bless him.

Genesis 32:10a: Jacob’s unworthiness before God (various commentators)

Dr. John Gill: [Jacob saw himself as] not worthy of the least mercy and favour that had been bestowed upon
him; not even of any temporal mercy, and much less of any spiritual one, and therefore did not expect any from
the hands of God, on account of any merit of his own.

Gill continues: [Jacob has enjoyed undeserved] grace, mercy, and goodness [from a gracious God. These] are
seen making promises, and truth and faithfulness in the performance of them; Jacob had had a rich experience
of both, and was deeply affected therewith, and which made him humble before God.*®

H. C. Leupold, D. D.: It is hard to understand how men can claim that "the element of confession is significantly
absent" in Jacob’s prayer. True, a specific confession of sin is not made in these words. But what does, "l am
unworthy,"” imply? Why is he unworthy? There is only one thing that renders us unworthy of God’s mercies and
that is our sin. Must this simple piece of insight be denied Jacob? It is so elementary in itself as to be among
the rudiments of spiritual insight.**’

J. Vernon McGee: This man now appeals to God and cries out to Him on the basis that He is the God of his
father Abraham and the God of his father Isaac. | begin now to detect a little change in Jacob's life. This is the
first time | have ever heard him say, "I am not worthy of the least of Your mercies." For the first time, he is
acknowledging that he might be a sinner in God's sight. Do you know that there are a great many "Christians”
who do not acknowledge that they are sinners? For years | knew a man who was incensed that | would indicate
that he was a sinner. He told me all that he had done and that he had been saved and now was not a sinner.
My friend, he is a sinner. We are all sinners, saved by grace. As long as we are in this life, we have that old
nature that isn't even fit to go to heaven. And do you know that God is not going to let it go to heaven? Vernon
McGee cannot go there. That is the reason God had to give me a new nature; the old one wasn't even fit to
repair. This fellow Jacob is beginning now to say that he is not worthy. When any man begins to move toward
God on that basis, he will find that God will communicate with him.?%

Dr. Peter Pett: The impact on his life of his experiences now comes out in a new humility. As he considers all

he has received at God’s hand (with a little help from himself) he is profoundly grateful. He recognises that he

is not worthy of it.>®

John Wesley: He addresses himself to God as the God of his fathers: such was the sense he had of his own
unworthiness, that he did not call God his own God, but a God in covenant with his ancestors. O God of my
father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac.?®*

Benson: [ am not worthy — It is a surprising plea. One would think he should have pleaded that what was now
in danger was his own against all the world, and that he had earned it dear enough; no, he pleads, Lord, | am
not worthy of it. Of the least of all Your mercies.?*

199 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:10.
200 pr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:10.

201 From http://lwww.ccel.org/ccel/leupold/genesis.xxxiii.html;accessed March 7, 2019.

202 Erom https://archive.org/stream/01_Genesis/01-GENESIS_djvu.txt accessed March 10, 2019 (Ch. 32) (slightly edited).
203 Dr, Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:9-12.

204 Jjohn Wesley; Explanatory Notes on the Whole Bible; courtesy of e-sword, Genesis 32:9 (slightly edited).

205 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:10 (slightly edited).
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Genesis 32:10a: Jacob’s unworthiness before God (various commentators)

Trapp: [W]e should acknowledge ourselves [as unworthy] of the least mercies we enjoy.?*

Verse-by-verse Ministry: Abraham’s life was mostly a testimony to faithfulness. He was willing to take risks and
shoulder the burdens God gave. And except for a few times when he succumbed to impatience, he walked a
straight line with God.

Verse-by-verse Ministry continues: Isaac’s life was long but largely uneventful. Apart from sharing some of
Abraham’s impatience, he maintained the testimony his father established. His notable weakness was in
favoring the wrong child for all the wrong reasons.

Verse-by-verse Ministry continues: Jacob is easily the most complex patriarch in the record of Genesis.
Probably because of his father’s favoritism for his brother, Jacob developed a strong sense of self-
determination. And as a result, Jacob’s life is !lled with trials and struggles, both against men and God.*"

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Jacob states in the prayer, “l am unworthy,” which is an acknowledgement on his part
that he merits nothing with God and that all He has been promised and has received from God is a gift of His
sovereign grace and is casting himself upon God’s mercy and compassion.

Wenstrom continues: His use of this expression expresses his humility and that he has finally come to realize

that all the prophecies about him and the all the blessings were based not upon his merits but upon God’s
208

grace.

E. W. Bullinger: [This is a] [fligure of speech [an] Heterosis (of Tense),...= | have been and am unworthy.>®

The Bible gives us many instances of the unworthiness of individual men: Genesis 18:27 2Samuel 7:18
Job 42:5-6 Psalm 16:2 Isaiah 6:5 63:7 Dan. 9:8-9 Luke 5:8 17:10 2Corinthians 12:11 1Timothy 1:12-15
1Peter 5:5.2'°

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:10b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
Kiy () [pronounced kee] for, that, because; when, at that: explanatory or temporal Strong's #3588
y 1P time, which, what time conjunction; preposition BDB #471

in, into, at, by, near, on, with,

b® (2) [pronounced b* before, against, by means of, : a preposition of proximity N S &

among, within BDB #88
R masculine singular noun ,
maqél (ni77) ; o Strong’s #4731
[pronounced mah-KAYL] T S ) 70 1 PR BDB #596

singular suffix

208 John Trapp A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Edited by W. Webster and Hugh Martin; e-sword, Genesis
32:10.

27 From https://www.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf accessed March 2, 2019.

208 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 4, 2019.

209 £ W. Bullinger, Companion Bible Notes; 1909 in the Public Domain; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:10.

210 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:10.
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Genesis 32:10b
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

The NET Bible: The Hebrew word njz7 (maqel), traditionally translated “staff,” has been rendered as “walking
stick” because a “staff” in contemporary English refers typically to the support personnel in an organization.?"

to pass over, to pass through, to
‘dbar (va21) [pronounced b eF;/ 6:;8 d})nt’ot(c);rlc)) asis’téocg:sgvoevrer' 1% person singular, Qal Strong’s #5674
gaw’-VAHR] ’ P ’ perfect BDB #716
to go away, to depart; to violate
[a law]
‘éth (xn) [pronounced untranslated generally; follouicjr:caéﬁf)st?:r:tw: is a Strong's #853
ayth] occasionally to, toward 9 i BDB #84
direct object
Yarédén (")) t::‘ivc;tg(:iir" ﬂfamégﬂgivgmgfarfg 4; Proper noun with the Strong’s #3383
pronounced yar®- efinite article
[ d yar-DAYN] g 50r o definite articl BDB #434
. . ] ] masculine singular Strong’s #2088,
20 (i) E;f]”o““ced here, {his, his one, INUS; demonstrative adjective 2090 (& 2063)
POSSIDlY with a definite article BDB #260

Translation: | crossed over this Jordan [River] with my staff;...

Jacob calls God on this—God told Jacob to return to the land of Canaan; and Jacob says, “Look, | don’'t deserve
anything; but | have crossed over the Jordan River, as you told me to.”

Jacob is actually making a point here—when he had to get out of Canaan, all he had was his staff. That was his
only actual possession.

Genesis 32:9-10 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am
a man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying my
staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps.

Genesis 32:10b: Jacob about to cross over the Jordan River (commentators)

Matthew Poole: | passed over this Jordan;...being at this time upon a high hill; or which my mind is set upon,
as that river which | am going to repass, that | may go to my father, and to that good land which You have given
to me and mine for ever.?"?

Dr. Peter Pett: As he speaks he is looking at the river in front of him. This river is probably the one which is later
called the River Jabbok (Deut. 2:37; Deut. 3:16; Joshua 12:2) but it is possible that as a tributary of the Jordan
it was in Jacob’s time known only as the Jordan. Jabbok is here the name of a particular ford over the river
(Genesis 32:22), the name which later became attached to the river.?"

2" From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.
212 Matthew Poole, English Annotations on the Holy Bible; ©1685; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:10 (slightly edited).
213 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:9-12.
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Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

When Jacob crossed over the River, all he had was his staff, by way of possessions. It appears that, based upon
other passages, he was traveling with his mother’s personal maid. The idea is, Jacob had no money or
possessions to speak of, no wife, no nothing.

Genesis 32:9-10 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am
a man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying my
staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps.

Genesis 32:10b: Jacob has nothing but his staff (various commentators)

Bullinger says that Jacob has nothing (but this staff) and deserves nothing (by his own admission).?"*

Dr. Peter Pett: All he permanently possessed which was his own when he left Canaan was his staff. The
servants were not his. The goods and presents were not his. Only the staff he carried was his.*"®

The Geneva Bible called Jacob poor and without all provision.?'®

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:10c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as P J BDB #251
‘attadh (vnp) [pronounced o : Strong’s #6258
Gaht-TAWH] now, at this time, already adverb of time BDB #773

When followed by an imperative or an interrogative, w® + the adverb ‘attdh mean and so, thus, things being so,
therefore, now therefore, now then. Sometimes, the concept of time is lost when this combination is used to
incite another.

to be, is, was, are; to become, to

TERFEID () [PremeneEs come into being; to come to

1% person singular, Qal Strong's #1961

haw-YAW] pass perfect BDB #224
A . directional/relational No Strong’s #
lamed (7) [pronounced FF] ;| to, for, towards, in regards to preposition BDB #510

sh°néy (w1') [pronounced : two, two of, a pair of, a duo of; dual numeral construct Strong’s #8147
sh®n-A] both of BDB #1040

214 E._W. Bullinger, Companion Bible Notes; 1909 in the Public Domain; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:10 (paraphrased).
215 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:9-12.
218 Geneva Bible Translation Notes; courtesy of e-sword; 1599; Genesis 32:10.
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Genesis 32:10c

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

. camp, encampment; an army

machaneh (nnan) camp; those who are camped

[pronounced mah-khuh- i [army, company, people]; the masculine plural noun StrngBS#ZAéiM
NEH)] courts [of Jehovah]; the
heavenly host

Translation: ...and now | have become two camps.

Jacob continues. “I have crossed over the Jordan River as You asked me to. | owned but a staff when | left
Canaan, and now | have so many people and possessions, | am able to separate them into two camps.”

You see what Jacob has done. He observed the other camp of angels, and called that place, Mahanaim (fwo
camps). Now, he has broken up his own family into two camps.

Part of the meaning here might be, even in Israel, there will always be two camps of Israelites: those who believe
in the Revealed God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and those who do not.

In any case, Jacob recognizes how he appears before God, not worthy of the least of God’s mercies. This is a
good start. We understand this to be grace orientation.

Genesis 32 TEN (a graphic); from A
Little Perspective; accessed March 7,
2019.

This is Jacob’s second prayer, the first
being, If God will be with me and will
watch over me on this journey | am taking
and will give me food to eat and clothes
to wear so that | return safely to my
father's house, then the LORD will be my
God and this stone that | have set up as
a pillar will be God's house, and of all that
you give me | will give you a tenth.
(Genesis 28:20-22 NIV) This second
prayer actually reveals some spiritual
growth.

So far, this is what we have: Jacob then
prayed [lit., said], saying, “Elohim of my
father Abraham and Elohim of my father
Isaac—Yehowah, the One [Who] said,
‘Return [now] to your land and to your
relatives and | will do good to you.” | am
of little worth, [given] all the gracious acts
and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward your servant. |
crossed over this Jordan [River] with my
staff; and now | have become two camps.

OF+ALL THE*MERCJFVES*
AND OF ALL THE TRUTH
which You have shown Your servant;

FOR WITH MY STAFF I PASSED OVER THIS
JORDAN, AND NOW I HAVE BECOME TWO CAMPS.



http://www.alittleperspective.com/genesis-329-12-jacobs-prayer/
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By this, Jacob is recognizing how God has blessed him. He crossed over the Jordan to leave the land, and he
had virtually nothing with him, apart from his staff. However, now he has so much that he can divide up his family
and possessions into two significant camps. The Message gives a good rendering of this: The first time | traveled
across the Jordan River, | owned nothing—only my walking stick. But now | own enough things to have two full
groups.

Jacob, when he ran from Esau originally, had nothing. God prospered him to the point to where he could actually
splitinto two reasonably large camps. Obviously he did not have 400 men, but to be able to divide into two camps,
he must have had approximately 40—-50 men and an incredible number of cattle (that is an educated guess on my
part). We picture Jacob traipsing through this desert with his wives and children and a servant or two, but this
verse, along with several others, indicates that he had a goodly number of servants.

This hopeless situation—it is a hopeless situation in Jacob’s eyes—is causing Jacob to think about things spiritual.
He has operated primarily on human viewpoint for the bulk of his life and now, in this hopeless situation, begins
to reflect. It is not unlike a person's life flashing before him.

| recall in my Christian youth hearing about God's multifarious blessings and about the prosperity test and | often
mused about either being given a great deal of prosperity or facing the prosperity test. Thieme had me convinced
that if | stayed with God's Word, that | would be given prosperity (although it might not be material prosperity).
| stayed with His Word, forgot about those things, and suddenly, one day, looked around me, and found that | had
become much more successful than | had ever planned and had the material things that | desired without realizing
it. 1 gained a great deal of appreciation for the grace that God gave me, even though when | was being blessed,
| was not even cognizant of it.

Application: Part of being able to appreciate the blessings which God has given you is being able to recognize
the blessings which He has given you.

Jacob is looking over his life. He left the land of Canaan on the run from Esau with only his staff and now he has
enough people working for him to where he can split into two companies; he has 11 sons, a beautiful wife, a
second wife and 2 mistresses. He has finally come to the place where he realizes that he has been blessed
beyond his wildest dreams and he realizes that it is a matter of grace—he does not deserve what God has given
him.

In his mind, Jacob needs to integrate the promises of God with the blessings that he has received with the
geographical will of God; and then understand, God has him in the right place at the right time.

The Bible continually looks into the future and gives us a glance at what will be. Jacob, as representing the nation
Israel, crossed over the Jordan (which is how the Jews will enter the land to take it), and eventually, they divided
themselves into two nations. Jacob here is simply foreshadowing this.

If you have been a believer for, say, 5 years, and you have spent that time growing spiritually, taking in the Word
of God each and every day, you should be able to look around and recognize that God has greatly blessed you.
Now, you won'’t be the richest person on your street or in your neighborhood, but that God has blessed you in one
way or another, that will be certain. But, part of it is being able to recognize how you have been blessed.

Personally, | came out of a rather turbulent past, wherein | have things in my background that | won’t ever speak
of. However, soon after | believed in Jesus Christ, | began taking in Bible doctrine. You cannot even begin to
compare my trajectory prior to faith in Christ with my life after. And don’t misunderstand me; | have been anything
but a perfect Christian, but my life has done nothing but get better each and every year—and | guarantee you that
none of this is deserved. | think it took me perhaps 10 or 15 years, and | suddenly looked around and realized
just how much God had blessed me. Had | a lick of sense, | would have recognized it long before that.

Genesis 32:10b-c | crossed over this Jordan [River] with my staff; and now | have become two camps.
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Genesis 32:10c: God marvelously has blessed Jacob (various commentators)

Bush: That is, having nothing but a staff when | passed over this Jordan, | am now become so prosperous as
to be able to divide my people, and my flocks and herds into these two large and imposing bands.?"

Benson: For with my staff | passed over this Jordan — Poor and desolate, like a forlorn and despised pilgrim;
having no guides, no companions, no attendants. And now | am become two bands — Now | am surrounded
with a numerous retinue of children and servants. Those whose latter end doth greatly increase, ought with
humility and thankfulness to remember how small their beginning was.?'®

| believe that Jacob crossed over with his nursemaid/godmother, Deborah. She will be mentioned by name in
a future chapter (Genesis 35:8). The implication in that passage is, Deborah has been with Jacob all of this
time.

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Jacob’s statement, “for with my staff only | crossed this Jordan, and now | have
become two companies” is an acknowledgement that God has fulfilled His promises to prosper him while in
exile.?"®

Wenstrom continues: Jacob acknowledges that he was bankrupt when he arrived in Paddan Aram but now as
he enters the land of Canaan he acknowledges God has prospered him beyond all that he could have ever
asked for and this is indicated in the statement “for with my staff only | crossed this Jordan, and now | have
become two companies.” *°

God’s many blessings passed on to us in grace: Genesis 32:5, 7 30:43 Deut. 8:18 Psalm 18:35 84:7
Job 17:9 Proverbs 4:18.%*'

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:10 | am of little worth, [given] all the gracious acts and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward your servant. | crossed over this Jordan [River] with my staff; and now | have become two
camps. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:11a
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

2" person masculine
singular, Hiphil Strong’s #5337

imperative; with the 1% BDB #664

person singular suffix

snatch away, deliver, rescue,
snatch out of danger, preserve,
recover

natsal (2¥7) [pronounced
naw-TSAHL]

The NET Bible: The imperative has the force of a prayer here, not a command.??

now; please, | pray you, |
respectfully implore (ask, or
request of) you, | urge you

a primitive particle of Strong's #4994
incitement and entreaty BDB #609

na’ (ax) [pronounced
naw]

217 The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary; edited by Joseph S. Exell, 1892; from e-sword, Genesis 32:10
(suggestive comments).

218 Rev. Joseph Benson, Commentary of the Old and New Testaments; 1857; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:10 (slightly edited).
219 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.

220 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 4, 2019.

2 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge,; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:10.
222 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.
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BDB and Strong’s #

N&’ is used for a submissive and modest request. It is used to express a wish (Job 32:21: “Oh, that | may not
respect any man’s person”); to incite or to urge (Jer. 5:24); it is depreciatory when affixed to the 2" person with
a particle of negation (do not, | implore you—see Genesis 33:10 19:18); with the it expresses a wish or request
(Psalm 124 129:1 SOS 7:9), a challenge (Jer. 17:15), asking leave (Genesis 18:4), and depreciation with a
negation (Genesis 18:32). In many of these examples, we would express this with the addition of the word /et.

from, away from, out from, out of

min (n|) [pronounced from, off, on account of, since, reposition of separation Strong's #4480
mihn] above, than, so that not, beyond, prep P BDB #577
more than, greater than
yad (*7) [pronounced feminine singular Strong's #3027
yawd] generally translated hand construct BDB #388

Y&d as a construct and the min preposition are literally rendered from a hand of; together, they can also mean
out of the hand of; out of the power of; from the power of.

The NET Bible: The “hand

” here is a metonymy for “power.

1 223

brother, half-brother; kinsman or

masculine singular noun

28 (ND;‘E'%?]” BlEDe close relative; one who with the 1% person StrngBs#;ZZESM
resembles singular suffix
from, away from, out from, out of

min (n|) [pronounced from, off, on account of, since, reposition of separation Strong's #4480

mihn] above, than, so that not, beyond, prep P BDB #577
more than, greater than

yad (*7) [pronounced feminine singular Strong's #3027

yawd] generally translated hand construct BDB #388

Yad as a construct and the

min preposition are literally rendered from a hand of; together, they can also mean
out of the hand of; out of the power of; from the power of.

‘Esav (vvil) [pronounced
gay-SAWV]

handled, made, rough handling;
hairy; transliterated Esau

masculine singular
proper noun

Translation: Please deliver me from the hand of my brother Esau,...

Strong’s #6215
BDB #796

In the Hebrew, from a hand of is repeated twice. | left the second one out; but both are there to show great
emphasis and a great fear on the part of Jacob.

Passages where deliverance is requested: 1Samuel 12:10 24:15 Psalm 16:1 25:20 31:2 43:1 59:1-2 119:134

142:6 Proverbs 18:19 Dan

. 317.#

223 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.

224 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880; from E-sword, Genesis 32:11.
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The Book of Genesis

BDB and Strong’s #

Kiy () [pronounced kee] for, that, because; when, at that i explanatory or temporal Strong's #3588
y 1P time, which, what time conjunction; preposition BDB #471
yaré’ (ax) [pronounced ’ BN, t;e/nrgly af(a/d,' SEYITE) | acti icipl Strong’s #3372
aw-RAY] ear-respect, showing reverence, Qal active participle BDB #431
y having a reverential respect
I (RPE) I, me; (sometimes a verb is 1% person singular Strong’s #595
[pronounced awn-oh- o
implied) personal pronoun BDB #59
KEE]
o him, it; he; untranslated mark of | sign of the direct object .
S (Np)a[};;;ﬁ]nounced a direct object; occasionally to affixed to a 3™ person Strgg%s#gi%
him, toward him masculine singular suffix
g
lest, peradventure, or else, in .
7 (B0 LR order to prevent, or, so that [plus conjunction SIS e
pen) . BDB #814
a negative]
| wonder if this might be:
so, therefore, thus; then, roperlv. an active
kén (3}) [pronounced afterwards; upright, honest; ar?ici ple' )l/jse d primaril Strong's #3651
kanel] rightly, well: [it is] so, such, so i P ;’S o dvé’rb y BDB #485
constituted
béw’ (ak) [pronounced :to come in, to come, to go in, to 3" person masculine Strong’s #935
boh] go, to enter, to advance; to attain: singular, Qal imperfect BDB #97
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as P J BDB #251
to smite, to assault, to hit, to 3" person masculine
nakah (12n) [pronounced : strike, to strike [something or singular, Hiphil perfect Strong #5221
BDB #645

naw-KAWH)]

someone] down, to defeat, to
conquer, to subjugate

with the 1% person
singular suffix

The NET Bible: The first p

suggests.??®

erson pronoun “me” probably means here “me and mine,” as the following clause

‘ém (xp) [pronounced
aim)

mother [humans, animals];
grandmother used figuratively for:
an intimate relationship, for a
nation; a metropolis, a great and
leading city; metaphorically for
the earth; point of departure or

division

feminine singular noun

Strong’s #517
BDB #51

‘al (v7) [pronounced

upon, beyond, on, against,

above, over, by, beside

gahl]

preposition of relative

Strong’s #5921
BDB #752

proximity

225 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.
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Genesis 32:11b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
baniym (21'n) sons, d_escend_ants; children; . Strong’s #1121
[pronounced baw- i people; sometimes rendered : masculine plural noun
: : BDB #119
NEEM)] men =

Translation: ...for | fear him, that he will come [upon me] and strike me down, [along with] the mothers and their
sons.

Where | have that, there is actually a lest. If you go back to the first part of this sentence, it makes sense: Please
deliver me from the hand of my brother Esau,...lest he come upon me and strike me down [and] mothers upon
their sons. The for | fear him throws off the rhythm to some degree.

In any case, obviously Jacob is worried for his life and the lives of his wives and children. He is concerned that
Esau will not just harm him but wipe out his family as well.

At least one commentator has remarked that Jacob did not confess his sin (s) in this prayer. Previously, in the
narrative, Jacob has admitted fear (a mental attitude sin) and here, he admits to being afraid. That could be
considered a confession of sin.

The Cambridge Bible notes: Jacob in his prayer makes no reference to the possible cause of Esau’s
anger, and expresses no consciousness of, nor sorrow for, his own wrong-doing towards either Esau
or Isaac.?® Jacob’s sins against Esau were a long time ago. Itis very likely that, at some time within
the previous 20 years, Jacob already confessed those sins. Since he confessed them, they do not
need to be repeated.

Jacob recognizes that he is undeserving of what he has. He still appeals to God to deliver him, recognizing that
God is the only One Who can deliver him. This is more than "God help me and | will do anything to repay you."
That is a joke. Some people get themselves into the worst jam possible and then cry out to god for help. Once
they are delivered, regardless of the promises and the vows that they made, they go back to the same old
behavior problems and God is long forgotten once the pressure is off.

Jacob’s actions often cause us to wonder whether he is advancing spiritually at all. However, what he prays to
God his is quite spectacular. Vv. 9, 10 and 12 tell us that Jacob is doing more than simply crying to God for help.
In v. 9, he tells God that it was He who send Jacob back to his land of birth; in v. 10, he recognizes his lack of
worth; in v. 12, he calls God on His promises. In other words, Jacob is doing a lot more than just crying to God
for help. He is actually apply Bible doctrine to his circumstances!

And notice one thing which is extremely important: Jacob is not bargaining with God—You do this for me and |
will begin tithing or I'll go to church more often or I'll say ten nice things about Esau every single day and tell him
I love him when | see him. We don't trade off with God. There is nothing that we have which even begins to be
a reasonable trade-off for His grace, protection and direction. We are totally undeserving and we have no capital
with which to bargain. That is total arrogance on our part to think that God can be tempted by us throwing a
measly 10% into his coffers, or by our lame promise to go visit the sick more often or to try to be nicer people.
God is not a man that He should be tempted by this nonsense. God is not stupid, so He does not fall for our vows
and promises. When He delivers us, we do not deserve it and we will never deserve it. God deals with us in grace
and He deals with believers in the New and the Old Testament in grace. The sooner we come to realize that He
has got everything under control and that God does not owe us anything, then we can live a much more relaxed
life. We don't have to scheme, we don't have to promise, we don't have to do anything. If we have a desire to

226 The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges; 1882-1921; by Cambridge University Press; General Editor J. J. S.
Perowne, from e-sword, Genesis 32:11.



153 The Book of Genesis

function in His plan in some form or another, then we need to immerse ourselves in His Word and God will direct
our paths. If we choose not to, that's fine—we just need to be prepared for a lot of divine discipline to the point
that we will beg for it to stop hurting.

Jacob prays to God; but it will be clear that God, in eternity past, solved this problem that Jacob faces. The same
thing is true of us and all of our problems.

Genesis 32:9-11 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am
a man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying my
staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps. Please deliver me from the
power of my brother Esau, because | am fearful of him. | worry that he will come upon me and kill me and my
wives and their children.

Genesis 32:11b: Jacob expresses fear in his prayer (various commentators)

Dr. Peter Pett: [Jacob] expresses the fear of what Esau intends to do to him. He thinks that he intends to slay
Jacob and all his family. (This will be necessary so that Esau can get back his inheritance). And he points out
that this would be contrary to what God had promised about the multitude of his descendants.?*’

Donald S. Fortner: Poor Jacob, though he was a believer, though he had experienced so much grace, when
he was fleeing from Laban and heard that Esau was coming after him, he was distressed and full of fear, yet
the Lord was with him (Genesis 35:3). Thank God, he does not leave his people because of their fears. If he
did, we would have all been castaways long ago.**®

Dr. John Gill gives a rational reason for Jacob’s fear: For though his brother, it was his brother Esau, that had
formerly vowed revenge upon him, and had determined to kill him, Genesis 27:41, and he knew not but that he
was still of the same mind; and now having an opportunity, and in his power to do it, being accompanied with
four hundred men, he feared he would attempt it.?*°

Gill makes the most sense here. Esau did not gather up these 400 men to go after Jacob; but, they certainly
give him the means by which he could destroy Jacob and his family.

Gill also suggests that Jacob had a very low opinion of Esau, believing him to have a savage disposition.

Verse-by-verse Ministry: Jacob is at odds with his brother because he schemed against him. Butthat scheming
was itself a product of Jacob’s unwillingness to depend on God, to take matters into his own hands.?*

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

Wenstrom later writes: Fear is not sin but becomes sin when we do not turn to God in prayer to overcome that
fear and do not claim the promise of divine protection. Jacob met his fear and anxiety with prayer and claiming
the promises that God had made to him in the past of the divine presence, protection and prosperity.?"

227 Dr. Peter Pett; Commentary Series on the Bible; from e-sword, Genesis 32:9-12.

228 Erom Discovering Christ In Genesis: © Copyright 2007, Donald S. Fortner (by e-sword) Genesis 32.

229 Dr. John Gill, John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 9:11.

20 From https://www.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf accessed March 2, 2019.
21 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.


https://www.versebyverseministry.org/images/uploads/genesis_32a.pdf
https://www.gracenotes.info/bible_studies/genesis.pdf

Genesis Chapter 32 154

Many excellent Bible teachers believe that Jacob’s fear is reasonable, and one says, because he does not know
what Esau is going to do.*?> What Esau plans to do or ends up doing is not the issue; the issue is what God
has promised and what God does. Now, if someone wants to say, from a human viewpoint stance, Jacob is
right to be afraid of Esau, then that is a reasonable observation.

Evaluating what Jacob does or says does not mean that, I, his evaluator, in the same situation, would have done
better. It simply means, putting Jacob up to divine standards, how does he measure up? His fear aside, this
is still a remarkable prayer, and even more remarkable, knowing that this is Jacob’s prayer. This is one of the
few times that we can really apprehend what is in Jacob’s soul related to the plan of God.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:9-11 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am
a man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying my
staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps. Please deliver me from the
power of my brother Esau, because | am fearful of him. | worry that he will come upon me and kill me and my
wives and their children.

Genesis 32:11b: Jacob looks to God to deliver him from Esau (commentators)

L. M. Grant: But he has nowhere else to turn, and he earnestly entreats the Lord to deliver him from Esau, his
brother (v.11), for he admits he is afraid of Esau, that he might kill him and his wife and children. "For you said,"
he adds, "I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as the sand of the sea" etc. He was virtually
saying to God, "You said this, but now Esau might kill me, and what will happen to your promise?" Did he need
to plead with God to keep His promise? %

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Jacob acknowledges his fear of Esau in this prayer to God, and which fear is not sin
but rather faith in God since Jacob demonstrates His confidence in God by going to Him in prayer to meet this
fear of Esau and asking God to deliver him from Esau and his men.

Wenstrom continues: The acknowledgment of fear in one’s life is not sin but becomes sin when we don'’t go to
God to meet the fear and trust Him to handle the situation. Jacob'’s fear would have become sin if he attempted
to deal with this problem with Esau solely by means of his own devices and leave God out of the situation.

Wenstrom continues: The fact that Jacob prayed and did not attempt to deal with this problem with Esau by
means of his own power and schemes demonstrates that he is no longer self-confident but rather confident in
God. The twenty years with Laban has broken Jacob of relying upon himself to deal with his problems and has
taught him to turn to God to solve his problems.?*

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Jacob...deals with his fear of Esau by first acknowledging his fear to God and then
petitions God to deliver him from Esau in order to deal with the fear...The believer must deal with his fear in
adversity by first acknowledging the fear to God and then petitioning God to deliver him from the adversity in
order to deal with the fear.?*®

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Wenstrom then offers a number of Scriptures that the fearful person might cling to:

22 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
233 From https://lwww.studylight.org/commentaries/Img/genesis-32.html; accessed March 6, 2019.
24 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
2% From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 4, 2019.
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Philippians 4:6, ...do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God.

1 Peter 5:7 ...casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

Psalm 56:3—4 When | am afraid, | will put my trust in You. In God, whose word | praise, in God | have put my trust;
| shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to me?

Psalm 31:2 Incline Your ear to me; rescue me speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me!
Psalm 34:17 When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.
Psalm 143:9 Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! | have fled to You for refuge. (ESV; capitalized)

Now, consider vv. 10—11: “I am of little worth, [given] all the gracious acts and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward your servant. | crossed over this Jordan [River] with my staff; and now | have become two
camps. Please deliver me from the hand of my brother Esau, for | fear him, that he will come [upon me] and strike
me down, [along with] the mothers and their sons.” Whether Jacob realizes this or not, he is connecting his
unworthiness to his remaining fear of Esau. He does not deserve that grace which God has given him thus far;
and, on top of that, he is afraid of Esau and what harm he might do. We have discussed this is Esau has not
gathered 400 men for the purpose of coming to Jacob; those men were already with him. Therefore, logically,
Jacob should not be afraid simply because Esau is traveling with so many men. On top of that, given all that God
has done for him, he ought not be afraid.

Nevertheless, Jacob prays to be delivered from Esau and from any harm he might do. When you are afraid, that
is certainly a legitimate prayer.

Genesis 32:11 Please deliver me from the hand of my brother Esau, for | fear him, that he will come [upon me]
and strike me down, [along with] the mothers and their sons. (Kukis mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:12a

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as P J BDB #251
nd i
"attdh (xnn) [pronounced you (often, the verb fo be is 2 sir?elrjslgrn me?:glr‘:grre Strong’s #859
aht-TAW] implied) gufar, p BDB #61
pronoun
to say, to speak, to utter; to say
"amar (xn1) [pronounced e onese!f], @ th”?k" .to 2" person masculine Strong’s #559
aw-MAHR)] COIISTERES 9 PIOTIES (E singular, Qal perfect BDB #55
explain; to intend; to decide; to ’
answer
fo do well, to cause to do well, to
yatab (*va) [pronounced : do rightly, to do good, to make C o Strong’s #3190
yaw-TABV] merry, to make glad, to rejoice; At BV ElE B BDB #405
to make fit, to adjust
fo do well, to cause to do well, to
yatab (*va) [pronounced : do rightly, to do good, to make 1% person singular, Strong’s #3190
yaw-TABV] merry, to make glad, to rejoice; Hiphil imperfect BDB #405
to make fit, to adjust

The NET Bible: The infinitive absolute appears before the imperfect, underscoring God’s promise to bless. The
statement is more emphatic than in v. 9.2

236 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.
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Genesis 32:12a
Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #

preposition of nearness
. and vicinity with the 2™

‘im (vn) [pronounced . e . Strong’s #5973
Geem] with, at, by, near; like; from . person ma_ss:ullne BDB #767
singular suffix; pausal
form

Translation: You [emphatically] promised [lit., said], ‘I will definitely do good to [lit., with] you...

With what Jacob says here, it is clear that God has promised, at some point, that He would have said, “I will do
good to you.” Jacob is emphatic here. He uses an additional pronoun you, which is not necessary, and he
doubles the verb. Both of these things indicate great emphasis. Now, when you pray to God, you cannot simply
make up stuff and say, “And You said You would do this!” So, obviously, Jacob is basing this upon a promise that
God made to Abraham or a promise which God made to Jacob and was not recorded. A second interpretation
is, God essentially made this guarantee by promising that He would increase the number of those descended from
Jacob to an uncountable number. A third possibility is, God, by the things which He has promised Jacob, has
implied that He would do good to Jacob (which | believe is the correct understanding here). The doubling of the
verb is emphatic, which suggests that God said this and that His words can be so interpreted.

| believe that Abraham recorded everything that was important to record about his interactions with God. However,
Jacob is not quite the man that Abraham is. Jacob is not nearly as spiritual as Abraham. He spends more time
out of fellowship and he tends to trust God less. But there can be no doubt that either God said these exact words
or said something which leads to this understanding.

Genesis 32:9-12 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am
a man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying my
staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps. Please deliver me from the
power of my brother Esau, because | am fearful of him. | worry that he will come upon me and kill me and my
wives and their children. You emphatically promised, ‘I will definitely do good to you and | will make your
descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered because there are so many.” ”

Genesis 32:12a: Jacob rests on a promise from God (various commentators)

Trapp: " will be with you": {Genesis 28:15} which, indeed, has in it whatsoever heart can wish, or need require.
This promise was so sweet to the patriarch, that he repeats and ruminates it, rolling it as sugar in his mouth,
and hiding it under his tongue.*’

Dr. John Gill suggests that Jacob took God'’s promises to be with him and followed that to its logical conclusion:
[T]he promise of God's presence [Genesis 28:15 31:3] includes and secures all needful good to his people; and
from this general promise Jacob draws an argument for a special and particular good, the preservation of him
and his family, he was now pleading for; and the rather he might hope to succeed, since the following promise
was also made him.?*®

27 John Trapp A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments; Edited by W. Webster and Hugh Martin; e-sword, Genesis
32:12 (slightly edited).
238 pr. John Gill, John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:12.
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Genesis 32:12a: Jacob rests on a promise from God (various commentators)

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Jacob...claims the promise that God would protect and prosper him in order to deal
with the fear of Esau.?®®

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: Biblical faith is trusting in the promises of God regardless of the circumstances or
consequences and resting in them and is confident obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances and
consequences.

Wenstrom continues: The principle of faith operates quite simply: (1) God speaks and we hear His Word. (2)
We trust His Word and act on it no matter what the circumstances are or what the consequences may be.

Wenstrom concludes: The circumstances may be impossible, and the consequences frightening and unknown
but we obey God’s Word just the same and believe Him to do what is right and what is best.?*°

The NET Bible: Some commentators have thought this final verse of the prayer redundant, but it actually follows
the predominant form of a lament in which God is motivated to act. The primary motivation Jacob can offer to
God is God'’s promise, and so he falls back on that at the end of the prayer.?*’

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Genesis 32:12b

Hebrew/Pronunciation = Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology BDB and Strong’s #
w*® (or v°) (1.0r 1) and, even, then; namely; when; simple waw coniunction No Strong’s #
[pronounced weh] since, that; though; as well as P J BDB #251
siym (¢'n) [pronounced
seemy]; also spelled to put, to place, to set; to make; : 1% person singular, Qal Strong's #7760
sGwm (vin) [pronounced to appoint perfect BDB #962
soom]

All of the BDB meanings: to put, set, lay, put or lay upon, lay (violent) hands on; to set, direct, direct toward; to
extend (compassion) (figuratively); to set, ordain, establish, found, appoint, constitute, make, determine, fix; to
set, station, put, set in place, plant, fix; to make, make for, transform into, constitute, fashion, work, bring to
pass, appoint, give. Gesenius adds: fo direct, to turn [in any direction]; to make, to prepare. | have used the
translation to designate, to designate.

The NET Bible: The form is the perfect tense with a vav (i) consecutive, carrying the nuance of the preceding
verb forward.**

|n.d|cates that Fhe . Strong's #853
following substantive is a
. ; BDB #84
direct object

‘éth (xn) [pronounced untranslated generally;
ayth] occasionally to, toward

masculine singular noun ,
; nd Strong’s #2233
with the 2 person BDB #282
masculine plural suffix

zera“ (ray) [pronounced i a seed, a sowing; an offspring,
ZEH-rahg] progeny, descendant, posterity

239 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 4, 2019.
240 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
21 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.
242 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.
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Hebrew/Pronunciation

kaph or k® (2)
[pronounced k°]

like, as, just as; according to,

Genesis 32:12b

Common English Meanings

after; about, approximately

Notes/Morphology

preposition of
comparison,

resemblance or
approximation

158

BDB and Strong’s #

No Strong’s #
BDB #453

masculine singular noun,

used as a collective

Strong’s #2344

chéwl (ni%7) [pronounced sand
kohl] , BDB #297
noun; construct form
yam ('n) [pronounced sea, lake, river, seaward, west, | masculine singular noun Strong’s #3220
yawm] westward with the definite article BDB #410
‘asher (xw) that, which, when, who, whom; relative pronoun Strong's #834
[pronounced ash-ER] where P BDB #81
N : negates the word or ,
& (R Er Y, not, no action that follows; the SIS el
[pronounced low] . BDB #518
absolute negation
rd 3
¢aphar (091) to be counted, to be numbered; $ gﬁriﬁgrm'\laiszg;ne Strong’s #5608
[pronounced saw-FAHR] to be considered gufar, NIp BDB #707
imperfect
The NET Bible: The imperfect verbal form indicates potential here.**
from, away from, out from, out of
min (n|) [pronounced from, off, on account of, since, . . Strong's #4480
preposition of separation BDB #577

mihn]

above, than, so that not, beyond,

more than, greater than

réb (1a) [pronounced
roh®v]

multitude, abundance, greatness

masculine singular noun

Strong’s #7230
BDB #913

243 From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?gen39.htm (footnote); accessed November 7, 2016.
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Translation: ..and | will make your
descendants as the sand of the sea,

which cannot be numbered for [lit., from] - And You Said1 | will Surely do you
multitude.” ” good and make your descendants as
Here we see Jacob at his absolute best. the sand of the Se€a, which cannot be

God has made him several specific numbered for multitude.
promises and Jacob clings to those Genesis 32:12 AMP

promises. He calls God on His promises.
He expects God to deliver him because
God made these promises and God
cannot keep these promises unless He
delivers Jacob. God is glorified when we
call Him on one of His promises; when we
cite the Word (however, the passages we
cite should not taken out of context,
because in the mouth of two or three
witnesses shall all things be verified).?*

Our lives and God’s workings in our lives
is what resolves the Angelic Conflict.
Angels are watching us and through our
interactions with God's Word, they
understand and confirm God’s character
and essence.

Genesis 32:12 (The Amplified Bible) (a graphic from Colleen Dent); from Pinterest; accessed March 8, 2019.

The reason that this promise is so important is, Jacob is worried about his wives and children being destroyed,;
but if they are the basis for the fulfilment of God’s promises, then God cannot allow them to be destroyed.

Also this tells us that Jacob did not have to divide himself into two camps. That was unnecessary.

God made this specific promise to Jacob: Gen. 28:13—-15 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, "I
am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie | will give to
you and to your offspring. Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the
west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the
earth be blessed. Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land.
For | will not leave you until | have done what | have promised you." (ESV; capitalized)

24 This brings me to a personal theory. It is obvious that God has allowed His Word to become corrupted, albeit to a limited
degree. God has allowed some men through incredible arrogance to add to His Word and others with equal arrogance to
remove some words. There have been errors which have creptin due to the text not being updated regularly during the ancient
world due to man's indifference. There have been errors by Scribes who have been out of fellowship (or unbelievers) as they
copied the text, and thereby allowed errors to creep in. God has also raised up men with phenomenal dedication and spiritual
gifts in the area of textual criticism, archeology, ancient languages, etc. who have given their entire lives to bring us the most
accurate text possible. These are men who are incredible unsung heroes of the faith who will receive great reward in heaven.
However, God has seen to it that every doctrine in Scripture—every passage that would affect our daily walk—can be found
in two or three other places in God's Word, so that by two or three witnesses, all may be confirmed.
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Gen. 32:12b: Jacob stands on promises given to him and his ancestors (comments)

Clarke: [Jacob’s faith] gained strong confirmation in a promise which he knew could not fail, and which he found
was made over to him, as it had been to his father and grandfather.?*®

Dr. John Gill: [God’s promise to] make your seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for
multitude; which could not be fulfilled, if he and his family were cut off at once, as he feared; but God is faithful
who has promised.?*®

William E. Wenstrom, Jr.: The fact that Jacob reminds God of this promise indicates his concern for his family
and posterity and not just himself. The fact that Jacob reminds God of His promise that his descendants would
be as the sand of the sea, demonstrates that he is operating in faith in this situation with Esau since he is
claiming the promises of God or in other words, he is resting on God’s Word.

Wenstrom continues: The fact that Jacob is claiming the promise that his descendants would be as the sand
of the sea indicates Jacob’s desire to see that God’s Word is fulfilled, which would ultimately result in the
glorification of God since it would demonstrate God'’s faithfulness and veracity. Therefore, Jacob’s prayer is not
selfish since he desires to see God’s Word fulfilled in his life, which leads to the glorification of God.?*’

Do not neglect that fact that Jacob knows these promises and quotes them back to God.

God'’s faithfulness:

2Tim. 2:12-13 if we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will deny us; if we are faithless,
He remains faithful— for He cannot deny himself.

Heb. 6:17-18 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable
character of His purpose, He guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope
set before us. (ESV; capitalized)

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

Jacob quotes God’s Word right back to Him, which is what God wants us to do. We are to know God’s Word and
expect God to keep to His Word. Jacob is saying, “You promised this; | am holding You to Your promise.”

We are given God’s Word and we are to stand upon it. We are given God’s promises and we are to claim them.

Genesis 32:12 You [emphatically] promised [lit., said], ‘I will definitely do good to [lit., with] you and | will make
your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for [lit., from] multitude.”” (Kukis mostly
literal translation)

Genesis 32:9-12 Jacob then prayed [lit., said], saying, “Elohim of my father Abraham and Elohim of my father
Isaac—Yehowah, the One [Who] said, ‘Return [now] to your land and to your relatives and | will do good to you.’
I am of little worth, [given] all the gracious acts and all the faithfulness which You have manufactured toward your
servant. | crossed over this Jordan [River] with my staff; and now | have become two camps. Please deliver me
from the hand of my brother Esau, for | fear him, that he will come [upon me] and strike me down, [along with] the
mothers and their sons. You [emphatically] promised [lit., said], ‘| will definitely do good to [lit., with] you and | will
make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for [lit., from] multitude.” ” (Kukis
mostly literal translation)

Genesis 32:9-12 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am a

245 Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:12.
246 Dr. John Gill, John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Genesis 32:12.
247 From Grace Notes; (Genesis 32) accessed March 3, 2019.
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man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying my
staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps. Please deliver me from the power
of my brother Esau, because | am fearful of him. | worry that he will come upon me and kill me and my wives and
their children. You emphatically promised, ‘I will definitely do good to you and | will make your descendants like
the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered because there are so many.”” (Kukis paraphrase)

Genesis 32:9-12 Jacob then prayed, saying, “God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac—Jehovah
Who said to me, ‘Return now to your land of birth and to your relatives there; and | will do good to you.” | am
a man of little value to You, O God, given all of the graciousness and all the faithfulness which You have
manufactured toward me, your servant. | crossed over the Jordan River, as you had asked me to, carrying my
staff, and now | am able to divide my people and possessions into two camps. Please deliver me from the
power of my brother Esau, because | am fearful of him. | worry that he will come upon me and kill me and my
wives and their children. You emphatically promised, ‘I will definitely do good to you and | will make your
descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered because there are so many.” ”

Gen. 32:12b: It is best for the believer to stand upon God’s promises (comments)

Benson: God’s promises, as they are the surest guide of our desires in prayer, and furnish us with the best
petitions; so they are the firmest ground of our hopes, and furnish us with the best pleas.?*®

Henry M. Morris: If Esau had been victorious here, all of God's plans and promises would have been defeated,
and the world would never have had a Savior.?*°

When we are able to take a promise of God’s from the Bible and correctly apply it to our present circumstances,
then we know that we are standing on solid ground.

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines

It would be even better if Jacob believed this and acted upon his belief. It will become apparent that, even though
Jacob is praying this prayer, he is still going to do things his way.

All of Jacob's descendants are right there, along with his wives and mistresses. If God allows Esau to kill Jacob
and the rest, then God cannot fulfill His promises to Jacob. God also promised that if Jacob returned to the land
that God would prosper him. God cannot prosper Jacob if Jacob is killed the moment he sets foot in the land.
So by God's promises, Jacob has nothing to worry about. So he calls God on these promises 