
Proverbs 3
compiled and written by Gary Kukis

Proverbs 3:1–35 The Benefits of Wisdom

These studies are designed for believers in Jesus Christ only.  If you have exercised faith in Christ, then you are
in the right place.  If you have not, then you need to heed the words of our Lord, Who said, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only-begotten [or, uniquely-born] Son, so that every [one] believing [or, trusting] in Him shall
not perish, but shall be have eternal life!  For God did not send His Son into the world so that He should judge the
world, but so that the world shall be saved through Him.  The one believing [or, trusting] in Him is not judged, but
the one not believing has already been judged, because he has not believed in the Name of the only-begotten [or,
uniquely-born] Son of God.” (John 3:16–18).  “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life! No one comes to the
Father except through [or, by means of] Me!” (John 14:6). 

Every study of the Word of God ought to be preceded by a naming of your sins to God.  This restores you to
fellowship with God (1John 1:8–10).  If there are people around, you would name these sins silently.  If there is
no one around, then it does not matter if you name them silently or whether you speak aloud. 
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These exegetical studies are not designed for you to read each and every word.  For instance, the Hebrew
exegesis is put into greyish tables, so that if you want to skip over them, that is fine.  If you question a translation,
you can always refer back to the appropriate Hebrew tables to sort it all out. 

The intent is to make this particular study the most complete and most accurate examination of Proverbs 3 which
is available in writing.  The idea is to make every phrase, verse and passage understandable; and to make correct
application of all that is studied. 

Besides teaching you the doctrinal principles related to this chapter, this commentary is also to help bring this
narrative to life, so that you can understand the various characters, their motivations, and the choices that they
make.  Ideally, you will be able to visualize the peoples and armies as they move across the landscape of the Land
of Promise. 

Although much of this chapter is based upon narrative from the book of Kings, I will make every attempt possible
to provide enough historical information so that you will have a sufficient background to understand what is going
on. 
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Preface: 

David continues teaching his son in Proverbs 3.  This chapter tells us that it is good for a young person to listen
to the teaching of the Word of God; and that he will have a longer life and a happier life for doing so.   At the end
of this chapter, David will tell Solomon what to do while in a crisis.  This chapter could be summed up as the
application of wisdom of life and its many benefits; contrasted with the lives of those who reject the wisdom of God.

This should be the most extensive examination of Proverbs 3 available, where you will be able to examine in depth
every word of the original text. 

Quotations: 

This chapter is filled with memorable
passages—your favorite verse of some of
your favorite verses may be found in this
chapter; here are a few (and these are not
the only ones): 

Proverbs 3:5–6 (a graphic) from My
Bible Life, accessed February 9, 2015. 
There were dozens of graphics to choose
from. 

Proverbs 3:11–12 My son, do not
d e s p i s e  t h e
LORD's discipline
or be weary of his
reproof, for the
LORD reproves
him whom He
loves, as a father the son in whom He delights. (ESV; capitalized) 

Proverbs 3:13–18  Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding,  

for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold.  

She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her.  

Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.  

Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  

She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called
blessed. (ESV; capitalized) 

Proverbs 3:19–20  The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding He established the heavens; 

by His knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew. (ESV;
capitalized) 

Gary North: Adherence to God’s laws brings visible, external benefits. These benefits are long life and plenty.  1

 From 1 http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf (chapter 6) accessed February 3, 2015. 

http://www.mybiblelife.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/proverbs3-5-6.jpg
http://www.mybiblelife.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/proverbs3-5-6.jpg
http://www.mybiblelife.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/proverbs3-5-6.jpg
http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf
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Larsen: In the final analysis all government, all economics, all currency and banking, all institutions and all
marriages, all relationships between people, are fundamentally governed by trust. Without trust, society
deteriorates into paranoia, the feeling that everybody is out to get you.  2

Kukis: ...in the final verses of this passage, a new theme will emerge: what does the soul of the man with doctrine
do during a crisis? This could very well speak to many Americans in the 21  century. st

Kukis: In today’s non-judgmental society, where we try to be accepting of every belief and every sort of activity,
what David is saying here is anathema to our current society.  He is saying that (1) there are things that we should
not do; and (2) we need to study revealed truth in order to figure out what they are. 

Kukis: You cannot buy wisdom with riches, but wisdom can make you wealthy. 

Elita Daniels (regarding the tree of life): ...nothing is taken that cannot be found again...  3

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe All theory, dear friend, is gray, but the golden tree of life springs ever green.  4

Outline of Chapter 3: 

Preface
Introduction 

vv.   1–10 Discourse 5a: The Importance of Wisdom and the Benefits of Wisdom
vv. 11–12 Discourse 5b: God’s Discipline for the Wrong Choices
vv. 13–18 Discourse 6a: The Value of Wisdom
vv. 19–20 Discourse 6b: God’s Application of Wisdom
vv. 21–26 Discourse 7a: Wisdom and Your Peace of Mind
vv. 27–30 Discourse 7b: The Application of Wisdom to Interaction with Your Neighbor
vv. 31–35 Discourse 7c: The Benefits of Wisdom (God Blesses the Believer who has Wisdom)

Addendum 
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Preface Proverbs 3:5–6 (a graphic)
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Introduction Matthew Henry Outlines Proverbs 3

v.   1 The New American Bible on Proverbs 3:1–12
v.   2 Suicide and Gay Teens
v.   2 The Importance of Bible Doctrine (from Bible Doctrine Resources)

 From 2 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 3, 2015.  He is quoting
Larsen, p. 12. 

 From 3 http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/tree-of-life accessed January 20, 2015. 

 From 4 http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/tree_of_life.html accessed January 20, 2015. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/tree-of-life
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/tree_of_life.html
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Chapters of the Bible Alluded To or Appropriately Exegeted with this Chapter

Many who read and study this chapter are 1  or 2  generation students of R. B. Thieme, Jr., so that much ofst nd

this vocabulary is second nature.  One of Bob’s contributions to theology is a fresh vocabulary along with a
number of concepts which are theologically new or reworked, yet orthodox.  If you are unfamiliar with his work,
the definitions below will help you to fully understand all that is being said.  In addition to this, I will make
mention of other more traditional yet technical theological terms which will be used herein, and therefore require
definition. 

http://www.kukis.org
http://www.kukis.org/Proverbs/Proverbs_links.htm
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Definition of Terms

Blessing by
Association 

Friends and relatives and associates of a spiritually mature believer receive some
overflow of blessing from that believer.  People in the same geographical area of a mature
of maturing believer receive blessings through their association.  Blessing by
Association (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

Divine Guidance  

God’s ability to guide us through this life.  His guidance comes from know the Word of
God, being filled with the Spirit, and making decisions from a position of strength.  When
we tend to our responsibilities in life (our families, our work, the laws of divine
establishment), the road forward is often as perspicuous as God telling us where to go
and what to do.  See the Will of God (HTML)  (PDF); also Divine Guidance (Bible
Doctrine Resources)  (R. B. Thieme, Jr.)  (verse-by-verse). 

GAP or Grace
Apparatus for
Perception

GAP is an acronym for grace apparatus for perception.  The idea is, God has made it
possible for all believers, no matter what their IQ, to take in doctrine and to understand
doctrine.  Any believer, no matter what his or her IQ, can grow spiritually; and their
spiritual growth is never hampered by their IQ (although, some high IQ types may try to
over think a doctrine or find some clever way to justify some personal sin or failing, and
fail to grow in that area).  See the Grace Apparatus for Perception (HTML)  (PDF) 
(WPD). 

Heart 

In the original text of the Bible, the heart refers to the thinking of the soul.  In the Bible, the
word heart does not refer to emotions or to the physiological pump.  However, some
modern translations will translate some words heart that should not be so translated.  The
heart is also called the right lobe.  Prov. 23:7  As a man thinks in his right lobe [heart], so
he is. (Translation probably by R. B. Thieme, Jr.)  Doctrine of the Heart (HTML)  (PDF) 
(WPD). 

Impersonal Love
Loving others on the basis of your own character and not on the basis of their failings and
shortcomings.  This is called agape love in the Bible.  See Bible Doctrine Resource;
BDR #2; L.G. Merritt; and Grace Bible Church. 

Laws of Divine
Establishment 

Since the world appears to be made up of mostly unbelievers, God must have some kind
of plan for the unbelievers while they are alive. These are called the laws of divine
establishment, and they are applicable to both believers and unbelievers. These are the
laws which protect the freedom of a nation, and allow for evangelism and for the teaching
of the Word of God.  See the Laws of Divine Establishment (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

Right Lobe 
This is the thinking part of the soul; called the heart in the Bible.  See the Doctrine of the
Heart (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD).

Rebound
(Restoration to
fellowship with
God) 

In the New Testament, this is naming your sins to God, so that you are both restored to
temporal fellowship with God and are then filled with the Spirit of God.  In the Old
Testament, naming your sins to God would result in a restoration of fellowship and, in
some cases, the empowerment of the Holy Spirit once again (the Holy Spirit was not given
to all Old Testament believers).  The Doctrine of Rebound  (HTML)  (PDF). 

The Revealed
God (or, the
Revealed Lord) 

We all come to a time of God-consciousness where we understand the concept and
possibility of the existence of God.  At that point, we face 2 great questions: (1) do we
want to know this God and (2) are will willing to believe in God as He has revealed Himself
or do we make a god in our own image and worship that? 

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/blessingbyassociation.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/blessingbyassociation.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/blessingbyassociation.wpd
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/willofgod.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/willofgod.pdf
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=75
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=75
http://rbthieme.org/PDF/Divine_Guidance.pdf
http://www.versebyverse.org/doctrine/divineguidance.html
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/graceapparatus.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/graceapparatus.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/graceapparatus.wpd
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/heart.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/heart.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/heart.wpd
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=474
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1570
http://www.westbankbiblechurch.com/LGMerrittBooks/Doctrine%20of%20Impersonal%20Love0114.pdf
http://www.gracebiblechurchbaytown.org/uploads/1/0/1/6/10165395/characteristics.of.impersonal.love.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/divineestablishment.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/divineestablishment.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/divineestablishment.wpd
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/heart.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/heart.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/heart.wpd
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Rebound.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Rebound.pdf
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Definition of Terms

Royal priesthood 

All believers are members of the family of God.  Because Jesus Christ is royalty
(descended from David), we are also royalty. 

The function of the priest in the Old Testament was to represent man before God.  In the
New Testament, we have direct access to God.  We pray directly to God; we confess our
sins directly to God.  We do not need a priest between us and God because we are in
Christ, our High Priest.  See Stan Simonton  or Rev. P. G. Matthew, who gives an
historical perspective on how this doctrine was confused by the Catholic Church. 

Some of these definitions are taken from 
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1556 
http://www.bibledoctrinechurch.org/?subpages/GLOSSARY.shtml 
http://rickhughesministries.org/content/Biblical-Terms.pdf 
http://www.gbible.org/index.php?proc=d4d 
http://www.wordoftruthministries.org/termsanddefs.htm 
http://www.realtime.net/~wdoud/topics.html 
http://www.theopedia.com/ 
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——————————

An Introduction to Proverbs 3

I
ntroduction: Proverbs 3 is a continuation of David’s teaching of Solomon, and Solomon records it in very much
the way that David taught it, beginning each section with my son.  Such an approach indicates a great and
abiding respect for David (who would be dead by the time this book is completed); and it continues the personal

nature of David’s teaching. 

Most commentators, because this is Solomon’s book (Prov. 1:1), present this as Solomon speaking to his son. 
He may have written it in that way and with that intention.  But it is clear that David’s soul was filled with truth and
that he taught Solomon, and that Solomon was the one who understood the importance of having wisdom from
his father.  Therefore, I present much of the book of Proverbs as from David to Solomon (at least the first 7
chapters). 

This book appears to take many of the themes from Prov. 2 and expands these themes.  These themes will be
named specifically once we get to the addendum.  That way, we will have completed all of Prov. 2 and 3. 

Although the book of Proverbs presents universal truths, understanding that these are Solomon’s notes from the
teachings of his father gives some flavor to our understanding.  Solomon is about to become king; he is about to
become a very young king (my guess is, he is somewhere between 12 and 18).  As king, he faces all kinds of
temptations; and as a teen, he faces a great many temptations.  Can you imagine being a selfish, know-it-all teen
with the greatest power in your country?  That is Solomon.  However, in his teen years, unlike many of that age
group, he was teachable.  He listened to his father and acted upon the advice of his father (we see this in
1Kings 1–2).  So, when Solomon begins his reign as a young king, he will be a very wise man who rules in
accordance with his great wisdom.  After awhile, Solomon will allow himself to be led astray; but the book of
Proverbs is the knowledge which led to Solomon’s wise leading of Israel. 

We need to know who the people are who populate this chapter. 

http://lessons.katycommunitychurch.org/index.php/review-of-our-spiritual-assets/53-lesson-7-royal-priesthood-and-royal-ambassadorship
http://www.gracevalley.org/sermon_trans/1996/Priesthood.html
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1556
http://www.bibledoctrinechurch.org/?subpages/GLOSSARY.shtml
http://rickhughesministries.org/content/Biblical-Terms.pdf
http://www.gbible.org/index.php?proc=d4d
http://www.wordoftruthministries.org/termsanddefs.htm
http://www.realtime.net/~wdoud/topics.html
http://www.theopedia.com/
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The Principals of Proverbs 3

Characters Biographical Material

David 
David appears to be the original writer of the material of Proverbs.  He may have simply
taught his son, Solomon, and Solomon wrote it all down. 

Solomon 

Solomon is the one being taught.  There is no telling how old he is; but my educated
guess is, Solomon heard all of this certainly before age 18 and possibly even before
age 12.  He will become king over Israel at a very young age—probably between the
ages of 12 and 18. 

Neither name comes up in this chapter.  These are Solomon’s notes which he took from David teaching him. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

It is important to understand what has gone before. 

The Prequel of Proverbs 3

Most of the chapters of Proverbs (at least the first 7) are simply King David teaching his son, Solomon. 
Solomon is probably quite young; but he keeps copious notes; and he reproduces those teachings here. 

Since David appoints Solomon king before he dies, and they co-reign for a short time (1–8 months), this
information would have been given to Solomon when he was quite young. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Prov. 3 is broken down into 3 lectures or discourses.  People differ on how this is broken down.  Some go with the
my son approach, to where each occurrence of my son (vv. 1, 11, and 21) marks a new section.  I almost agree
with that approach, but I place vv. 11–12 with the first 10 verses (my son are not the first words in v. 11).  Others
begin the third section with v. 25.  Understanding the organization of a chapter is both difficult and important. 
When discussing it, it simply sounds like a bunch of numbers.  However, when you have a firm grasp of the outline
what you are going to study, then you are better able to fit everything together. 

The several outlines offered below at least help you to see the various topics and section headings, which help
in preparing you to study this chapter.  It is also helpful to read through the text several times, which text is found
here. 

Copeland relates the previous chapter to this one. 

Mark A. Copeland Summarizes Provers 2 and 3

1. Proverbs chapter two presents Solomon as a father encouraging his son...
a. To diligently seek after wisdom - Prov. 2:1-4
b. To appreciate the benefits of diligently seeking wisdom - Prov. 2:5-22

2. In chapter three, we find Solomon imparting wisdom to his son...
a. With six keys for a good life - Prov. 3:1-12
b. With praise and illustrations of the value of wisdom - Prov. 3:13-24
c. With six negatives for a wise life - Prov. 3:25-35

From http://executableoutlines.com/pdf/pr2_so.pdf accessed February 8, 2015. 

http://executableoutlines.com/pdf/pr2_so.pdf
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Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

The NET Bible provides a good synopsis. 

The NET Bible: A Synopsis of Proverbs 3

The chapter begins with an introductory exhortation (Prov. 3:1–4), followed by an admonition to be faithful to
the LORD (Prov. 3:5–12).  Wisdom is commended as the most valuable possession (Prov. 3:13–18), essential
to creation (Prov. 3:19–20), and the way to a long and safe life (Prov. 3:21–26).  There then follows a warning
to avoid unneighborliness (Prov. 3:27–30) and emulating the wicked (Prov. 3:31–35).

From https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm accessed January 18, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Peter Pett divides up this chapter into 3 parts. 

Peter Pett Summarizes Proverbs 3

The passage divides into three sections, each headed by an address to `my son'. These sections are: 
� Introductory exhortation followed by the requirements to trust in YHWH, to fear YHWH and to honour

YHWH (Proverbs 3:1-10).
� Emphasis on the importance and great value of wisdom and understanding, especially as restoring those

who respond to them to man's first estate at creation (Proverbs 3:11-20).
� An assurance that wisdom and understanding will bolster their lives, followed by a series of exhortations

in which is given the assurance that YHWH will be their confidence, whilst abominating the perverse man,
ending with a series of contrasts concerning the fate of the wicked and the good in which the good are
assured of YHWH's blessing whilst the wicked come under His curse (Proverbs 3:21-34).

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 4, 2015. 
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Gill summarizes Proverbs 3: In this chapter, Wisdom, or Christ, delivers out some fresh lessons and
instructions to his children; as not to forget his doctrine, but heartily attend to his precepts and
ordinances, seeing these are the means of lengthening out their days, and of enjoying peace, as well
as had the promise of the mercy and truth of God, and the continuance of them.  5

Henry: This chapter is one of the most excellent in all this book, both for argument to persuade us to be religious
and for directions therein. 

Matthew Henry Outlines Proverbs 3

I. We must be constant to our duty because that is the way to be happy (Prov. 3:1–4).   
II. We must live a life of dependence upon God because that is the way to be safe (Prov. 3:5).   
III. We must keep up the fear of God because that is the way to be healthful (Prov. 3:7,–8).   
IV. We must serve God with our estates because that is the way to be rich (Prov. 3:9–10).   
V. We must hear afflictions well because that is the way to get good by them (Prov. 3:11–12).   
VI. We must take pains to obtain wisdom because that is the way to gain her, and to gain by her

(Prov. 3:13–20).   
VII. We must always govern ourselves by the rules of wisdom, of right reason and religion, because that is

the way to be always easy (Prov. 3:21–26).   

 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3 chapter remarks. 5

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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Matthew Henry Outlines Proverbs 3

VIII. We must do all the good we can, and no hurt, to our neighbours, because according as men are just or
unjust, charitable or uncharitable, humble or haughty, accordingly they shall receive of God
(Prov. 3:27–35).  From all this it appears what a tendency religion has to make men both blessed and
blessings.

From Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3 chapter comments. 
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Thomas Coke summarizes this chapter: [Prov. 3 is] An exhortation to obedience, to faith, to
mortification, to devotion, to patience. The happy gain of wisdom. The power and the benefits of
wisdom. An exhortation to charitableness, peaceableness, and contentedness. The cursed state of
the wicked.  6

You may recall a great deal of repetition of the same words throughout Proverbs 1–2.  In this chapter, there are
a whole new set of words which are used—some of which are fairly uncommon to the Word of God.  However,
this does not mean that the main themes of the previous two chapters are set aside.  The fundamental words from
the previous chapters are also brought back and interwoven with the new subject matter. 

The wisdom found in Proverbs is not simply some general wisdom; or wisdom for all men everywhere, regardless
of their faith.  All wisdom is related to the True God.  David speaks of trusting Y howah (Prov. 3:5); fearinge

Y howah (Prov. 3:7); honoring Y howah (Prov. 3:9); and not despising Y howah’s discipline (Prov. 3:11–12).   Alle e e

true wisdom is found in the Person of the Creator God, the God of Israel (Prov. 3:19–20).   Whereas, there are7

areas of wisdom which apply to believers and unbelievers alike (the laws of divine establishment), wisdom is
fundamentally from God and related to our lives as believers. 

Just like Prov. 2, I consciously cut back on the number of footnotes (which were extensively used in Prov. 1). 
However, I still included a great many footnotes, particularly from 5 or 6 teachers specifically. 

I have added Stuart Wolf’s Literal Translation.  He pastors the Hope Bible Church, which is in St.Petersburg,
Florida.  Although his translation and translation notes are referenced at the Church’s website, they cannot be
downloaded from there directly (I am not sure why).  If you know an exact phrase from his study, you can find the
document via google (using quotes).  I could only find the first half of this chapter exegeted by Wolf. 

——————————

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Discourse 5a: The Importance of Wisdom and the Benefits of Wisdom

This is the first 12 verses: 

The New American Bible on Proverbs 3:1–12

The instruction consists of a series of six four-line exhortations in which the second line of each exhortation
mentions a reward or benefit. In the first five exhortations, the teacher promises a reward: long life, a good
name, divine protection, health, abundant crops. The last exhortation, vv. 11-12, departs from the

 From 6 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/tcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 3, 2015. 

 Paraphrased from Peter Pett 7 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February
4, 2015. 

http://hbcpinellas.org/
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/tcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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The New American Bible on Proverbs 3:1–12

command-reward scheme, implying that being a disciple of the Lord does not guarantee unalloyed bliss: one
must allow God freedom to "reprove" or educate. The process of education is like that described in chap. 2: the
father first invites his son (or disciple) to memorize his teaching (v. 1), then to enter upon a relationship of trust
with him (v. 3), and finally to place his trust in God, who takes up the parental task of education (v. 5). Education
begun by the parent is brought to full completion by God.

Many are the rewards for fidelity and trust in God, and for diffidence of self (Y Proverb 3:1-8). Cf Y Deut 30:20;
Y Isaiah 38:19. The offering of material things for divine worship is blessed by an increase of such goods (Y
Proverb 3:9-10). Even correction and chastisement are a mark of God's love and favor (Y Proverb 3:11-12). 

From http://www.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/3#24003000-1 accessed January 18, 2015 and 
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/__PK2.HTM also accessed January 18, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Dr. Robert Dean: We need to reflect on the whole concept of choice. We have choice. We have
decisions to make every day. Many of them may appear to be insignificant choices. We choose who
we will talk to on the phone, who we will have lunch with, who we will have dinner with, who we will
listen to on the radio or on the television, who we allow into our minds to influence us. We make all
kinds of choice and many of them do not seem to be volitionally significant at the time in which we
make the choice. But we all know that there are many choices we have made in life that have
significantly impacted things. We can never know the consequences of many of the choices that we
make.  There are significant choices that we do make, choices that relate to obedience to God or
disobedience to God, and we know that when we live a life and are walking according to our sin nature
and disobedient that that is going to have negative consequences. Many decisions that we make just
don't appear to be that significant, but even the most minor decisions may entail great consequences.  8

This is what the first 10 verses of this chapter are all about—they are about choice.  If we choose to do what David
says we should do, then there are positive results.  So, for the first 10 verses, we see commands, choices, and
results. 

These first 10 verses will all be in the same format—the first verse will be a command and the following verse will
be a promise based upon fulfilling the command.  “Do this (or, don’t do this), and there will be a good result.”  V. 1
is a command; v. 2 is the result; v. 3 is the command; v. 4 is the result; etc.  Odd-numbered verses have the
command and the even-numbered verses supply the result of obeying the command. 

Then, when we come to vv. 11–12, we look at the results of making the wrong choices. 

Organization in the Bible is very important.  We need to see in what way a passage is heading; we need to
understand the tenor of the passage.  Sometimes, we might get bogged down with a word, or phrase here or
there; but if we know the organization of the passage, then we can clear up a problem word or phrase.  In this
chapter of Proverbs, I have gone back and reorganized several sections, with a result that we can see some clear
patterns and organization, which tremendously aids in our understanding. 

Kukis slavishly literal: Kukis moderately literal:

My son, my torah you will not forget and my
prohibitions will keep your heart, for length of
days and years of lives and peace they add to
you. 

Proverbs
3:1–2

My son, do not forsake my instruction and [let]
your heart keep [and preserve] my prohibitions
[and precepts], for these things [lit., they] will
add a long life [to you], [as well as] an abundant
life and peace to you. 

 From 8 DeanBible.org; accessed February 1, 2015. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/3#24003000-1
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0839/__PK2.HTM
http://deanbible.org/completed-studies-menu/old-testament-studies-menu/message/10-choices-consequences-commitment-and-correction/read
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Kukis paraphrased: 

My son, do not abandon my instruction; let your heart ruminate on my prohibitions [and precepts], for
these things will add a long life and an abundant life to you, as well as give you peace. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: Note: I compare the Hebrew text to English translations of the Latin, Syriac and
Greek texts, using the Douay-Rheims translation ; George Lamsa’s translation, and9

Sir Lancelot Charles Lee Brenton’s translation as revised and edited by Paul W.
Esposito, respectively.  I often update these texts with non-substantive changes
(e.g., you for thou, etc.).  I often use the text of the Complete Apostles’ Bible instead
of Brenton’s translation, because it updates the English text. 

The Septuagint was the earliest known translation of a book (circa 200 B.C.).  Since
this translation was made before the textual criticism had been developed into a
science and because different books appear to be translated by different men, the
Greek translation can sometimes be very uneven. 

When there are serious disparities between my translation and Brenton’s (or the
text of the Complete Apostles’ Bible), I look at the Greek text of the Septuagint (the
LXX) to see if a substantive difference actually exists (and I reflect these changes
in the English rendering of the Greek text).  I use the Greek LXX with Strong’s
numbers and morphology available for e-sword.  The only problem with this
resource (which is a problem for similar resources) is, there is no way to further
explore Greek verbs which are not found in the New Testament.  Although I usually
quote the Complete Apostles’ Bible here, I have begun to make changes in the
translation when their translation conflicts with the Greek and note what those
changes are. 

The Masoretic text is the Hebrew text with all of the vowels (vowel points) inserted
(the original Hebrew text lacked vowels).  We take the Masoretic text to be the text
closest to the original.  However, differences between the Masoretic text and the
Greek, Latin and Syriac are worth noting and, once in a great while, represent a
more accurate text possessed by those other ancient translators. 

In general, the Latin text is an outstanding translation from the Hebrew text into
Latin and very trustworthy (I say this as a non-Catholic).  Unfortunately, I do not
read Latin—apart from some very obvious words—so I am dependent upon the
English translation of the Latin (principally, the Douay-Rheims translation). 

Underlined words indicate differences in the text. 

Bracketed portions of the Dead Sea Scrolls are words, letters and phrases lost in
the scroll due to various types of damage.  Underlined words or phrases are those
in the Dead Sea Scrolls but not in the Masoretic text. 

I will only list the translation from the Dead Sea Scrolls if it exists and if it is different
from the Masoretic text. 

These Bibles often fall into more than one category; I placed them where I believed
them to have the best fit. 

 I have begun to doubt my e-sword Douay-Rheims version, so I now use 9 www.latinvulgate.com. 

http://www.latinvulgate.com


13 The Book of Proverbs

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) My son, my torah you will not forget and my prohibitions will keep your heart, for
length of days and years of lives and peace they add to you. 

Latin Vulgate My son, forget not my law, and let your heart keep my commandments.  For they
will add to you length of days, and years of life, and peace. 

Peshitta (Syriac) My son, do not forget my law; but let your heart keep my commandments; For the
length of days and long life will they add to you;... 

Septuagint (Greek) My son, forget not my laws, but let your heart keep my words: for length of days,
and years of life, and peace, shall they add to you. 

Significant differences: The Greek leaves out the promise of peace in the final sentence. 

Limited Vocabulary Bibles: 

Bible in Basic English My son, keep my teaching in your memory, and my rules in your heart:  For they will
give you increase of days, years of life, and peace. 

Easy English My son, do not forget my law. 
Keep my commands in your heart. 
My commands will bring you long life. 
They will bring you wealth. 

Easy-to-Read Version My son, don’t forget my teaching. Remember the things I tell you to do. 
The things I teach you will give you a longer, happier, and more peaceful life. 

Good News Bible (TEV) My child, don't forget what I teach you. Always remember what I tell you to do.  My
teaching will give you a long and prosperous life. 

The Message Good friend, don't forget all I've taught you; take to heart my commands.  They'll
help you live a long, long time, a long life lived full and well. 

Names of God Bible Using Wisdom 
My son, 

do not forget my teachings, 
   and keep my commands in mind, 

because they will bring you 
long life, good years, and peace. 

NIRV More Good Things Come From Wisdom 
My son, do not forget my teaching. 

Keep my commands in your heart. 
They will help you live for many years. 

They will bring you peace and success. 
New Simplified Bible My son, do not forget my law. Let your heart obey my commandments. 

My precepts will give you a long, peaceful, and prosperous life. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Trust in the Lord 
My son, don't forget my instruction. 

Let your heart guard my commands, 
because they will help you live a long time 
and provide you with well-being. 

Contemporary English V. My child, remember my teachings and instructions and obey them completely.  
They will help you live a long and prosperous life. 

The Living Bible My son, never forget the things I've taught you. If you want a long and satisfying life,
closely follow my instructions. 

New Century Version Advice to Children 
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My child, do not forget my teaching, 
but keep my commands in mind. 

Then you will live a long time, 
and your life will be successful. 

New Life Bible My son, do not forget my teaching. Let your heart keep my words.  For they will add
to you many days and years of life and peace. 

New Living Translation Trusting in the Lord 
My child [Hebrew My son; also in 3:11, 21.], never forget the things I have taught
you. 

Store my commands in your heart. 
If you do this, you will live many years, 

and your life will be satisfying. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible O son; Don't forget the laws [that I've given to you], and keep the things that I've
said in your heart; for this will add length to your life. Yes, you will live [many] years,
and peace will be added to you. 

Beck’s American Translation The Way to Wisdom 
My son, don’t forget what I teach you, 
and keep my instructions in mind, 
because they will give you a long good life 
and you will be happy. 

International Standard V The Blessings of Trusting God 
My son, don't forget my instruction, 

and keep my commandments carefully in mind [Lit. Let your heart keep
my commandments]. 

For they will add length to your days, years to your life, 
and abundant peace to you. 

New Advent (Knox)Bible Forget not then, my son, the teaching I give thee; lock these words of mine close
in thy bosom; long years they shall bring thee of life well spent, and therewith
prosperity. 

Today’s NIV Wisdom Bestows Well-Being 
My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they
will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear My son, never forget my Torah; guard my commandments in your heart. 
For they will add peace and lengthen your days and years of life. 

Conservapedia My son, don't forget my law; but let your heart keep my commandments  For Long
days and a long life and for peace, you will have it all if you keep them. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible The Results of a Virtuous Life 
And let your heart store My Commands ;--- For long days and years to your life, And
peace to yourself they will add. 

HCSB My son, don't forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commands; for they
will bring you many days, a full life, and well-being. 

Lexham English Bible Wisdom and Piety 
My child, do not forget my instruction, and may your heart guard my commands. 
For length of days, years of life, and peace they shall add to you. 

NIV – UK Wisdom bestows well-being 
My son, do not forget my teaching, 

but keep my commands in your heart, 
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for they will prolong your life many years 
and bring you peace and prosperity. 

Translation for Translators More advice to Solomon's son 
My son, do not forget what I have taught you. 
Keep my commands in your inner being, 
because you will live a long time and things will go well for you if you obey them. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) My son, do not forget my instruction, my commands; keep them in your heart.  For
they will bring you length of days, years of life and peace. 

New American Bible (2002) My son, forget not my teaching, keep in mind my commands; 
For many days, and years of life, and peace, will they bring you. 

New American Bible (2011) CONFIDENCE IN GOD LEADS TO PROSPERITY 10

My son, do not forget my teaching, 
take to heart my commands; 
For many days, and years of life [Prv 4:10; 9:11; 10:27.], 
and peace, will they bring you. 

New Jerusalem Bible My child, do not forget my teaching, let your heart keep my principles, 
since they will increase your length of days, your years of life and your well-being. 

New RSV My child, do not forget my teaching, 
but let your heart keep my commandments; 

for length of days and years of life 
and abundant welfare they will give you. 

Revised English Bible My son, do not forget my teaching, but treasure my commandments in your heart;
for long life and years in plenty and abundant prosperity will they bring you. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible My son, don't forget my teaching, keep my commands in your heart; for they will
add to you many days, years of life and peace. 

exeGeses companion Bible My son, forget not my torah;  
and your heart guard my misvoth;  
for they add to you  
length of days and years of life and shalom:. 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) My son, do not forget my teaching, 
But let your mind retain my commandments; 
For they will bestow on you length of days, 
Years of life and well-being. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Beni (my son), forget not my torah; but let thine lev keep my mitzvot; 
For orekh yamim (length of days), and shnot chayyim, and shalom, shall they add
to thee. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible My son, forget not my law or teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments;
For length of days and years of a life [worth living] and tranquility [inward and
outward and continuing through old age till death], these shall they add to you. 

The Expanded Bible Advice to Children 
My ·child [ son], do not forget my ·teaching [instruction; law], L

but ·keep my commands in mind [ let your heart/mind protect my commands]. L

Then ·you will live a long time, 

 Also called the revised edition. 10
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and your life will be successful [ length of days and years of life and peace will beL

added to you]. 
Kretzmann’s Commentary Obedience, Faith, and Liberality Urged 

My son, forget not my law, the teaching of wisdom; but let thine heart keep my
commandments, sincerely observing all instructions of God's Word; 
for length of days and long life and peace, literally, "years of life and peace," shall
they add to thee, earthly prosperity and happiness following the application of
knowledge gained from the divine Law.  

NET Bible® Exhortations to Seek Wisdom and Walk with the Lord 
My child [Heb  "my son" (likewise in Prov. 3:11, 21).], do not forget my teaching, 
but let your heart keep my commandments, 
for they will provide [The phrase "they will provide" does not appear in the Hebrew
text, but are supplied in the translation for the sake of smoothness.] a long and full
life, 
and they will add well-being6 to you.  When it comes to making an actual material
change to the text, the NET Bible® is pretty good about indicating this.  Since most
of these corrections will be clear in the more literal translations below and within the
Hebrew exegesis itself, I will not continue to list every NET Bible® footnote. 
Language footnotes will be placed in the Hebrew exegesis. 

Syndein/Thieme {Chapter 3 - What David Taught Solomon} 
{Principal from Deuteronomy 6:6-9: Parents Should Teach their Children Doctrine} 
{Verses 1:10 - the Wages of Doctrine - David to Solomon} 
My son, forget not my law/doctrine; but let your heart/'right lobe' keep/guard my
commandments/precepts/ 'categories of doctrines' {mitzvah}.  For length of days,
and 'years of life'/long life, and prosperity/peace/'inner happiness' . . . they {the
'precepts of doctrines' in your soul} shall add to you.  {Note: Remember God's
perfect timing. It is not necessarily a long life as we think of it, but from God's
viewpoint, a full life. One that is abundant and lived under inner happiness.}. 

The Voice My son, always remember what I have taught you; 
keep my instructions dear to your heart. 

If you do, they will be your guide to 
a long, healthy, prosperous life. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version My son, do not forget my law, And let your heart preserve my instructions;" 
For length of days and years of life And peace shall they add to you. 

Emphasized Bible My son, mine instruction, do not thou forget, and, my commandment, let thy heart
observe; For, length of days and years of life, and blessedness, shall they and to
thee. 

English Standard V. – UK Trust in the Lord with All Your Heart 
My son, do not forget my teaching, 
but let your heart keep my commandments, 
for length of days and years of life 
and peace they will add to you. 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) O' my son, forget not my law, but see that your heart keep my commandments. For
they shall prolong the days and years of your life, and bring you peace. 

New American Standard B. The Rewards of Wisdom  
My son, do not forget my teaching [Or law], 
But let your heart keep my commandments; 
For length of days and years of life 
And peace they will add to you. 

New European Version More Benefits of Wisdom 
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My son, don’t forget my teaching but let your heart keep my commandments: for
length of days and years of life, and peace, will they add to you. 

New King James Version Guidance for the Young 
My son, do not forget my law, 
But let your heart keep my commands; 
For length of days and long life 
And peace they will add to you. 

Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. My son, do not forget my teaching, and let your heart guard my commandments
for length of days and years of life, and peace/prosperity they will add to you. 

Webster’s updated Bible My son, forget not My law; but let your heart keep My commandments; For length
of days, and long life, and peace, will they add to you. 

Young’s Updated LT My son! my law forget not, And my commands let your heart keep,  
For length of days and years, Life and peace they do add to you. 

The gist of this verse: David warns Solomon to listen and to remember his teaching; and that would had
days and years onto his life, as well as personal peace and contentment. 

Proverbs 3:1a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

bên (áÌÅï) [pronounced
bane]

son, descendant
masculine singular noun

with the 1  personst

singular suffix

Strong’s #1121 
BDB #119

tôwrah (èåÉøÇä or èÉøÇä)
[pronounced TOH-rah]

instruction, doctrine; [human and
divine] law, direction,

regulations, protocol; custom;
transliterated Torah

feminine singular noun
with the 1  personst

singular suffix

Strong’s #8451 and
#8452  BDB #435

Lange’s Commentary calls this the substance of teaching.  11

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

shâkach (ùÈëÇç)
[pronounced shaw-

KAHKH]

to forget; to forget and leave; to
forsake, to abandon

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect;
pausal form

Strong’s #7911 
BDB #1013

I added to forsake, to abandon, which would occur when one discontinues the study of truth. 

Translation: My son, do not forsake my instruction...  David is teaching Solomon (and his other younger brothers),
and these would be Solomon’s notes from those many sessions. 

The verb here is shâkach (ùÈëÇç) [pronounced shaw-KAHKH], and, strictly speaking, it means to forget; to forget
and leave.  Strong’s #7911  BDB #1013.  When a person goes negative toward the teaching of the Word of God,
he abandons this teaching, he forsakes this teaching, and he begins to forget all that is found in the teaching of
the Word of God.  This suggests that David will remind Solomon how important this teaching is. 

 From 11 http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm accessed February 7, 2015. 

http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm
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This also suggests that Solomon may leave the teaching of his youth, which he will for a great deal of time. 

David is teaching Solomon, and his teaching encompasses more than the Torah, strictly speaking, even though
he uses the word torah in this verse.  The Jews understand the Torah to refer to the writings of Moses—which they
consider to be the first 5 books of the Bible.  David, with these words, and Solomon, by repeating this, is
acknowledging that God’s Law—the Torah—extends beyond the books of Moses.  That is, the rest of Scripture
(up to that point in time) is as inspired as the first 5 books of the Bible.  What David is teaching Solomon right here,
right in this chapter—this is Torah; this is the instruction of God.  This suggests a great boldness on the part of
David.  The implication is, my words are torah to you. 

The use of the possessive pronoun (my teaching, my instruction) is a reference to all that David has taught
Solomon; and we may reasonably assume that there was much more to David’s teaching than simply the book
of Proverbs.  Solomon would be king; therefore, he would have written out a book of Scripture for himself and
David would have taught the Law and the History to Solomon.  This encompasses a great deal. 

This approach also helps to understand why there appears to be about a 7 year gap in David’s reign.  There
appear to be about 7 missing years at the end of David’s reign where little or nothing is taking place.  The reason
for this is, King David is training his successor, Solomon.  He is giving him the best training a son could
have—Bible doctrine.  He is teaching him the Law of Moses, the book of Genesis, the history of Israel, and the
material which Solomon has recorded which we know as Proverbs. 

The New American Bible: Do not forget: this word and several others in the section such as "teaching,"
"commands," "years of life," and the custom of affixing written teaching to one's body, occur also in
Deuteronomy. This vocabulary suggests that Proverbs and Deuteronomy had a common origin in the
scribal class of Jerusalem. This section (and vv. 21-34) subtly elaborates Deut. 6:5-9, "You shall love
the LORD with all your heart (v. 5). Take to heart these words (v. 1). Recite them when you are at
home and when you are away (v. 23). when you lie down (v. 24). Bind them (v. 3) on your arm as a
sign and let them be a pendant on your forehead" (v. 21).  12

The New American Bible draws an interesting parallel to Deuteronomy and this chapter of the Bible.  I find it
interesting because, in Deuteronomy, Moses realized that his soul was so infused with Bible doctrine, that he could
merely speak, and he would be speaking the Word of God (Deuteronomy is clearly recognized as a part of the
Word of God).  This is such a different approach than his writings in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers, because in
those books, Moses was very careful to delineate between his words and those of God. 

My point is, David, having his soul infused with doctrine, realized that much of what he was saying to his sons was
equivalent to the Word of God.  The recording of these words confirms this. 

Proverbs 3:1b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

mits ôwth (îÄöåÈä)e

[pronounced mits -e

OHTH]

prohibitions, precepts, those
things which are forbidden,
constraints, proscriptions,

countermands; commandments

feminine plural noun with
the 1  person singularst

suffix

Strong’s #4687 
BDB #846

Lange’s Commentary calls this the enumeration of the individual commands.  13

 From 12 http://www.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/3 accessed January 18, 2015. 

 From 13 http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm accessed February 7, 2015. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/3
http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm
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Proverbs 3:1b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

nâtsar (ðÈöÇø) [pronounced
naw-TSAR]

to keep, to guard, to watch over,
to protect; to observe; to keep

secret

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #5341 

BDB #665

lêb (ìÅá) [pronounced
lay v]b

heart, inner man, mind, will,
thinking; midst

masculine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong's #3820 
BDB #524

The NET Bible: The verb éÄöÌÉø (yitsor) is a Qal jussive and the noun ìÄáÌÆêÈ (libbekha, "your heart") functions as the
subject: "let your heart keep my commandments."  14

Translation: ...and [let] your heart keep [and preserve] my prohibitions [and precepts],...  The heart is the thinking
of the soul; the heart listens and considers and evaluates and ruminates.  David, speaking to Solomon, tells him,
“Let your thinking preserve my prohibitions and precepts.”  This means that Solomon is to go back and look at his
notes; he is to reread what David has told him, and he is to think about it. 

God has given us a mind and He has given us His Word.  His thinking needs to be our thinking; His thinking needs
to be at the forefront of our thoughts as we go through each day. 

The heart is the thinking part of the soul.  The Bible does not use the word heart to refer to our emotions, but to
our thinking. 

One of the things that Solomon is to concentrate on are God’s mits ôwth (îÄöåÈä) [pronounced mits -OHTH], whiche e

means prohibitions, precepts, those things which are forbidden, constraints, proscriptions, countermands;
commandments.  The emphasis is upon that which God tells us are out of bounds.  Strong’s #4687  BDB #846. 

In today’s non-judgmental society, where we try to be accepting of every belief and every sort of activity, what
David is saying here is anathema to our current society.  He is saying that (1) there are things that we should not
do; (2) we need to study revealed truth in order to figure out what they are; and (3) he has taught these to
Solomon. 

Application: We have, as a society, completely confused what it means not to judge people.  We are not to look
at Charley Brown and think that we know what mental attitude sins he is committing; or how his motivation is faulty. 
All of this stuff we cannot see.  We would be judging Charley Brown if we made such assertions.  However, if
Charley Brown touts a homosexual lifestyle and publically declares his undying sexual desire for Linus;
homosexual acts are sinful, and we are legitimately allowed to call them sinful. 

Application: If you look inside someone else’s head and say that they are against higher taxes because they are
greedy, that is sinful judging. 

Application: We are parents have a duty to make moral judgments and to set standards for our children.  We
seem to have given up as a society on our children.  We don’t think that we can influence them to avoid premarital
sex, we don’t think we can stop them from smoking dope—and the problem has been, for the most part, that the
influence in these areas has been passed along to the schools and the government.  That is why too many of
these kids are indulging in things which harm them forever—it is not the job of schools or government to deal with
these things.  Schools and government ought to back up the teaching of the parents; but it is the teaching of one
generation to the next which is key. 

 From 14 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm accessed January 18, 2015. 
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Application: I knew a mom who became a single mother around the time that her 2 girls were teens.  She did not
put up with any foolishness and she repeated to them over and over, “You will finish high school, you will not get
pregnant, you will not use drugs, and you will go to college.”  Whether or not she said, you will not have sex, I don’t
know.  But, her girls did not use drugs, they did not get pregnant, they did complete high school, and they went
off to college.  Their mom did more than beat this into their heads; she watched over her girls as well and enforced
strict discipline and did not tolerate back talk.  Their mother also worked full time.  The point I am making is, this
can be done.  If the parent or parents understand what is acceptable or not, then they make certain that they pass
along their values to their children, just as Solomon is doing here. 

David takes a very hands-on approach to Solomon, which he had not done with his previous sons.  His previous
sons were a bunch of ner-do-wells (for the most part).  David did not spend any time raising them properly.  With
Solomon, David took the time.  So early in Solomon’s reign, David’s training will be apparent; and late in Solomon’s
reign, David’s training will be apparent. 

V. 1 reads: My son, do not forsake my instruction and [let] your heart keep [and preserve] my prohibitions [and
precepts],...  The believer is designed to have his soul infused with doctrine.  Once we have been saved, we don’t
just stand around waiting for life to be over and for Jesus to take us.  Our lives have purpose and definition, and
we cannot live the Christian life without having doctrine in our souls.  Furthermore, we cannot appreciate our
blessings or deal with the pressures of life without having Bible doctrine in our souls. 

We all face a variety of life crises—sometimes of our own making but just as often, because of other people or
because of circumstances.  Too many believers, because they have no Bible doctrine in their souls, because they
have no inner resources, fall apart.  Some will try to grab the Bible a read a few pages; some will grab on to other
believers for support.  However, God’s plan is for each one of us to have the doctrine that we need imbedded in
our souls so that, so that when disaster strikes, we have the inner resources necessary to face that disaster. 

V. 1 reads: My son, do not forsake my instruction and [let] your heart keep [and preserve] my prohibitions [and
precepts],...  This is a theme found throughout Scripture.  Moses gave similar commands to his people in his final
sermons to his people.  Deut 4:23a, 30  8:11  Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God,
which He made with you,...For the LORD your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy you or forget
the covenant with your fathers that He swore to them...Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not
keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today,... (ESV; capitalized) 

Proverbs 3:2

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kîy (ëÌÄé) [pronounced kee]
for, that, because; when, at that

time, which, what time
explanatory or temporal
conjunction; preposition

Strong's #3588 
BDB #471

(ôrek  (�àÉøÆ) [pronouncede

OH-reck]
length; forbearance, self-

restraint
masculine singular

construct
Strong’s #753 

BDB #73

yâmîym (éÈîÄéí)
[pronounced yaw-

MEEM]

days, a set of days; time of life,
lifetime; a specific time period, a

year
masculine plural noun

Strong’s #3117 
BDB #398

Together, these mean length of days; i.e., longevity, long life. 

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251
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Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

shânîym (ùÈðÄéí)
[pronounced shaw-

NEEM]
years feminine plural construct

Strong’s #8141 
BDB #1040

chayyîym (çÇéÌÄéí)
[pronounced khay-

YEEM]

life, lives; a life of long duration,
immortality; living, sustenance;

refreshment; prosperity, welfare,
happiness

masculine plural
Strong's #2416 

BDB #311

Literally, this means years of lives or years of life.  The concept is a life of happiness, a life of prosperity, a full
life, a refreshing life.  Whereas the phrase earlier refers to quantity of life, this one refers to quality of life. 

The NET Bible: Heb  "length of days and years of life" (so NASB, NRSV). The idiom "length of days" refers to
a prolonged life and "years of life" signifies a long time full of life, a life worth living (T. T. Perowne, Proverbs,
51). The term "life" refers to earthly felicity combined with spiritual blessedness (BDB 313 s.v. çÇéÌÄéí).  15

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

shâlôwm (ùÈìåÉí) or
shâlôm (ùÈìÉí)

[pronounced shaw-
LOHM]

completeness, soundness,
health and welfare, peace,

prosperity, safe, secure, tranquil,
undisturbed, unagitated

masculine singular noun
Strong’s #7965 

BDB #1022

The NET Bible: The noun ùÈìåÉí (shalom, "peace") here means "welfare, health, prosperity" (BDB 1022 s. v. 3).
It can be used of physical health and personal well-being. It is the experience of positive blessing and freedom
from negative harm and catastrophe.  16

yâçaph (éÈñÇó)
[pronounced yaw-

SAHPH]

to add, to augment, to increase,
to multiply; to add to do = to do

again; to continue to

3  person masculinerd

plural, Hiphil imperfect
Strong's #3254 

BDB #414

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe

directional/relational
preposition with the 2nd

person masculine
singular suffix; pausal

form

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

Translation: ...for these things [lit., they] will add a long life [to you], [as well as] an abundant life and peace to
you.  Knowing God’s Law (which is the inspired Word of God) and knowing and thinking about God’s prohibitions
results in 3 things: (1) a long life; (2) an abundant life; and (3) personal peace and contentment.  A long life refers
to quantity, but an abundant life refers to quality.  As we know—some by experience—what good is living to 100
if the last 10 years are spent in dementia or hooked to various machines?  God promises a quality of life
throughout.  On top of that, God adds peace, prosperity and tranquility to our long and abundant lives. 

These promises are typical; but they are not unequivocal.  That is, there are certainly exceptions to these things,
because God’s plan is complex.  You will recall the book of Job where Job led a decent life as a believer in Jesus
Christ, and he was subject to a world of hurt for a period of time—none of which could be connected to personal

 From 15 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm accessed January 18, 2015. 

 From 16 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm accessed January 18, 2015. 
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discipline (Job was not perfect, by any means, but he was good enough in his life that God spoke of him in
heaven).  I am not saying that believers will suffer as Job has.  Some believers will suffer (well, all believers will
endure some kinds of suffering and testing); but few if any will face the difficulties that Job faced. 

Application: If you are under tremendous undeserved suffering, and you are a growing believer, God will make
it up to you.  God will make things right.  It might not be in this life, but God will right all wrongs. 

However, in general, if you are a growing believer (which means you have believed in Jesus Christ and you are
growing spiritually in a local church because of the teaching of the Word of God), then you will be blessed.  Not
everyone is blessed in the same way, but God knows how to bless us. 

There is some difficulty here which is not apparent.  We have the 3  person masculine plural, Hiphil imperfect ofrd

yâçaph (éÈñÇó) [pronounced yaw-SAHPH], which I have translated ...for these things [lit., they] will add...to you. 
What does they refer back to?  Logically (and in most translations), the verb appears to refer back to my
instruction...and my prohibitions.  That is how most understand it.  However, the problem is, these are feminine
words—both of them.  Bullinger suggests  that this verb actually refers back to days...(and years).  The problem17

with that approach is, yâçaph would logically then be in the Niphal (passive) stem.  Here is how we resolve this
problem:  days and years are what are added to your life (therefore, the masculine plural is found); but the Hiphil18

stem is the causative stem, so the learning of David’s instruction and prohibitions are a part of the causal nature
of this verb.  The information which David was teaching Solomon would add long life to Solomon. 

We find the promise of long life in association with divine throughout Scripture: Deut. 3:16  4:10, 40  5:33  6:2  9:11 
11:9  1Kings 3:14  Job 5:26.  For those who examine God’s Word and take it to heart, there is peace
(Psalm 119:165).  For those who reject God, we are told, there is no peace to the wicked (Isa. 48:22  57:21).  

What happens in this life is also related to our life to come—our eternal life with God.  Bible doctrine which
provides us a long life, an abundant life and personal peace, which also improve our lives in eternity.  The more
divine good that we perform in this life, the greater our blessing in eternity. 

The Expositor’s Bible: it is the chief blessedness in the lot of the children of light that each day is a full,
rich day, unmarred by recollections, unshadowed by apprehensions. Each day is distinctly worth living;
it has its own exquisite lessons of cloud or sunshine, its own beautiful revelations of love, and pity, and
hope. Time does not hang heavily on the hands, nor yet is its hurried flight a cause of vain regret; for
it has accomplished that for which it was sent, and by staying longer could not accomplish more. And
if, after all, God has appointed but a few years for His child's earthly life, that is not to be regretted;
the only ground for sorrow would be to live longer than His wise love had decreed.  19

We are all aware of the Law of Gravity and the other various laws related to this earth and universe: the water
cycle, weather patterns, electricity, magnetism, etc.  These laws are very precise and act the same way every time. 
The reason why we cannot accurately predict the weather is, there are more factors involved than we are able to
comprehend and factor in.  The laws of health are the same way; and moral laws are the same way.  These are
all developed by the same God.  Therefore, the interaction of all of the factors is at once both simple and complex. 
 If you jump of a 1000 ft. cliff, you will fall down.  However, if you wear a parachute suit which allows you to glide,
then your descent will be far more interesting—and less life threatening as well. 

There is also personal contentment associated with knowing God’s Law and prohibitions. 

One of the clear prohibitions in Scripture is homosexual relations.  And it does not matter if you have that desire
or not.  Every person has a sin or set of sins that they want to engage in. 

 See 17 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bul/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 2, 2015. 

 And you would not even know that this is a problem had it not been pointed out to you. 18

 From 19 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/teb/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 3, 2015. 
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Suicide and Gay Teens

!    Suicide is the leading cause of death among Gay and Lesbian youth nationally.
!   30% of Gay youth attempt suicide near the age of 15.
!    Gays and Lesbians are two to six times more likely to suicide than Heterosexuals.
!    Almost half of the Gay and Lesbian teens state they have attempted suicide more than once.
!    It has been conservatively estimated the 1,500 Gay and Lesbian youth commit suicide every year.

There are parents who think that it is cool and progressive to be accepting of homosexual behavior and to even
encourage it.  It is not; these are evil acts, and homosexual activity becomes an addiction.  This is true of any
sort of addictive behavior that a young person can engage in: drugs, drinking, heterosexual activity.  Corrupt,
depraved actions will shorten a person’s life.  This is true for believers and unbelievers alike. 

Just because you want to do something and just because doing something is fun to you, does not mean that
you should do it.  Teens need to be steered away from any sexual activity, as well as away from drugs and
drinking.  Indulgence in these activities can change a person for life.  What is pleasurable to us is not always
what is best for us. 

Here is how the parent begins to teach his child: My son, do not abandon my instruction; let your heart ruminate
on my prohibitions [and precepts], for these things will add a long life and an abundant life to you, as well as
give you peace. 

From http://www.speakforthem.org/facts.html accessed January 16, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Many different examples could be used.  Temperance is wise; drunkenness is not.  The Christian may have a
glass of wine now and again—and some may have a glass of wine every night.  There is no harm in that. 
However, the intemperate man might drink a bottle of wine every night, resulting in a number of physical ailments. 
The wise man exercising self-control will obviously be healthier than that a decadent man who searches out
physical excess. 

Vv. 1–2 read: My son, do not abandon my instruction; let your heart ruminate on my prohibitions [and precepts],
for these things will add a long life and an abundant life to you, as well as give you peace.  This is very much the
theme of this chapter of Proverbs.  However, in the final verses of this passage, a new theme will emerge: what
does the soul of the man with doctrine do during a crisis? This could very well speak to Americans in the 21st

century. 

Throughout the Bible, there are a number of passages touting the important of divine knowledge (that is, Bible
doctrine): Deut. 4:9, 23  6:6–9  8:1  30:16–20  Psalm 119:11, 16, 34, 47–48, 93, 153  Prov. 4:5  John 14:21–24. 
And we cannot neglect Hosea 4:6, where God warns that His people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 

We have covered the importance of Bible doctrine on sever occasions; this is taken Bible Doctrine Resources
and it is one of several doctrines with this name. 

The Importance of Bible Doctrine (from Bible Doctrine Resources)

1. Definition.
1) Doctrine is important because it is related to the attributes of God. 
2) Doctrine is the basis for all true worship. Psalm 138:2, "I myself will worship toward Your holy

Temple, and praise Your person [name] for Your grace and doctrine. For You have magnified Your
doctrine above Your person." Praising the Lord is not saying an empty hollow phrase, but thinking
doctrine. The only way you can apply doctrine is to put doctrine first in your life. 

3) By comparing Lk 23:46, "Into Your hands I deposit My spirit," with Psalm 31:5, we learn what was
not recorded in Luke, "for You have delivered Me, O Lord, God of doctrine." 

http://www.speakforthem.org/facts.html
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The Importance of Bible Doctrine (from Bible Doctrine Resources)

4) Rom 3:3-4, "Shall their unbelief cancel the faithfulness of God? Definitely not! Moreover, let God
continue faithful, even though every man is a liar. Even as it stands written [Psalm 51:4], ̀ That You
might be vindicated by Your doctrine, and that You might prevail when You are maligned.'" 
(1) God only deals with us in truth. All faithfulness is based on truth. God always levels with us

and tells us the truth. 
(2) You can malign the truth (Bible doctrine), but you can't destroy it. Bible doctrine is maligned

in two ways. 
i Distortion, which is false teaching. 
ii Ignorance.

5) Bible doctrine is the content of the Bible communicated by teaching and instruction. It is the
communication of Bible subjects based on the exegetical analysis from the original languages,
including the context, analysis, classification of subjects, and teaching. 

6) While grace is the genius plan of God to bless us and integrity is the character of God, doctrine is
the manifestation and explanation of that 

7) Bible doctrine is the written permanent expression of God's integrity to the human race. It is the
verbalization of divine justice. Doctrine is the study of the attributes of God. Psalm 33:4, "For the
Word of the Lord is integrity, and all His provision is in faithfulness." 

8) Bible doctrine is the thinking of God in terms of relationship to the human race. Nothing is more
important than knowing what God thinks, understanding how God operates, and understanding the
basis for all of these things through His integrity. 

2. Nomenclature for Bible Doctrine. 
1) Hebrew.

(1) EMETH means true versus false doctrine, Prov 22:21; Psalm 31:5, 25:5, 26:3, 86:11,
119:142. 

(2) CHAKMAH means doctrine in the right lobe of the soul, Psalm 8:1. 
(3) SHEMUAH means what is heard or concentrated on, Isa 28:9. 
(4) LEQACH refers to the self-discipline necessary to learn doctrine, Dt 32:2; Prov 4:2; Job 11:4;

Isa 29:24. 
(5) MUSAR means what is learned by discipline or instruction, Job 10:8; Prov 1:2, 4:13, 23:23.

It refers to learning Bible doctrine as the principle by which you live your life. 
2) Greek.

(1) GINOSKO means to learn, to know; GNOSIS means objective understanding in the left lobe
of the soul. 

(2) EPIGNOSIS means doctrine in the right lobe. 
(3) PROGNOSIS, PROGINOSKO means doctrine in the mind of God; doctrine which existed in

eternity past, the "foreknowledge" of 1 Pet 1:2 which refers to God's omniscience. 
(4) LOGOS means speech, word, thinking, doctrine, Heb 6:1; 1 Cor 1:18. 
(5) DIDACHE means what is taught, Mt 7:28, 22:33; Mk 1:22, 27, 4:2; 1 Cor 14:6; 2 Tim 4:2; Heb

6:2; Rev 2:14; Rom 6:17, 16:17. 
(6) GNOSTOS means capable of being known, doctrine as a potential, intelligible, Rom 1:19. 
(7) DIDASKALIA means the teaching of doctrine or what is taught, Mt 15:9; Eph 4:14; Col 2:22;

1 Tim 1:10, 4:1, 6, 13, 16; Tit 1:9, 2:1, 7, 10; 2 Tim 3:10, 16, 4:3. 
(8) SUNEISIS, SUNEIDESIS means doctrine in the conscience. 
(9) GNOTES refers to an expert in doctrine, Acts 26:3. 

3. The believer's legacy in Old Testament times was Bible doctrine. 
1) Psalm 138:2, "I myself will worship toward the temple of Your Holiness [heaven], and I will be

motivated to praise Your person because of Your grace and Your doctrine, because You have
magnified Your doctrinal teaching over Your reputation." 

2) Worship is the intake of Bible doctrine. God's reputation with you is based on your understanding
of doctrine. 

3) Doctrinal teaching is your highest priority in life. We must be motivated by Bible doctrine to praise
God. Once you understand the integrity of God, you have enough doctrine to praise Him. 
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4) Doctrinal teaching is the only way anyone can understand the integrity of God. This is why doctrinal
teaching is magnified above all else by God. 

5) God is glorified when he can give us our escrow blessings. He cannot do so unless we have
maximum Bible doctrine in the soul for the capacity to appreciate the Source of those blessings. 

4. In His dying words Christ made Bible doctrine the legacy of the royal family. In His dying breath, Jesus
Christ made Bible doctrine the spiritual legacy of the royal family. Lk 23:46 cf. Psalm 31|:5, "Into Your
hands I deposit My spirit, for You have delivered Me, O Jehovah, God of doctrine." 

5. Bible doctrine pre-existed the human race, Prov 8:33>36. 
1) "Heed Bible teaching, become wise, do not neglect it. Happiness to the man who listens to me,

watching daily at my gates, waiting at my doors. He who finds me [Bible doctrine] finds capacity for
life and obtains grace blessing from the Lord. But he who sins against me injures himself. All those
who hate me love death [the sin unto death]." 

2) Both Bible doctrine and evil were here before you came and will be here after you have gone. You
cannot change either, but they can change you. 

3) Attitude toward doctrine determines whether the believer is blessed or disciplined in time, Prov
8:33>36; Heb 11, 12. The issue in life is not sin, but whether evil or Bible doctrine controls the soul. 

6. Doctrine is the basis for the distribution of escrow blessings in time, Isa 53:12. "Therefore, I [God the
Father] will distribute the plunder of victory to Him [Jesus Christ] because of the many [royal family]; then
He will distribute the plunder of victory to the great ones [mature believers] because He poured out His
soul to 

7. Doctrine is the basis for the distribution of escrow blessings for eternity, Heb 11:9>10 cf 11:13; Jam 1:25
cf 2:12>13. 

8. Bible doctrine must be more real than empirical knowledge, 2 Pet 1:12>21.  If there is a conflict between
what you see in life and Bible doctrine, Bible doctrine is always right. Bible doctrine is more real than
anything else in life to the mature believer. 

9. Lack of Bible doctrine destroys a nation, Hos 4:1>6. 
10. Bible doctrine is part of the principle of logistical grace, Col 1:25>29; Heb 13:7, 17; Eph 4:11>13. God

keeps us alive to take in doctrine. Logistical grace includes time, food, shelter, clothing, money,
transportation, protection, the Bible, a pastor, a local church, friends, and loved ones. Bible doctrine is
an essential part of our logistical grace provision for our advance to maturity. 

11. The plan of God is both the advance and vindication of Bible doctrine, Isa 53:10 cf Rom 3:4; Psalm 51:4.
You are vindicated through the application of doctrine when you are maligned or rejected. 

12. The pastor establishes the balance of residency between the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine
in the soul of the believer, making possible the advance to maturity. 1 Cor 6:19, 3:16; Eph 5:18. 
1) Bible doctrine is transferred from the written page to the believer's soul by Bible teaching from one's

right pastor>teacher. This is called the function of GAP (grace apparatus for perception). 
2) The purpose of this transfer of doctrine is to establish a balance of residency with the filling of the

Holy Spirit, whereby God can be glorified in your life by blessing you. 
3) Since the Holy Spirit works through the Word in the Church Age, the vacancy of doctrine in the soul

creates a demand for the grace apparatus for 
4) Daily function of GAP creates a balance of residency. 

13. The importance of the consistency of GAP, Heb 10:25, 35>36, 39; Col 2:6>7. You only have supergrace
capacity through persistent positive volition and the daily function of GAP. Heb 10:35-36, "Don't throw
away as worthless your confidence in doctrine." Consistency is the secret to reaching maturity. The
biggest problems to being consistent are distractions, mental attitude sins, inordinate desire rather than
contentment, and entertainment. 

14. The Results of Bible Doctrine in the Soul. 
1) It produces confidence in time, Job 5:24>27; 2 Cor 5:6>8; Heb 10:35. 
2) It produces divine viewpoint of life and establishes right priorities in the soul, Isa 55:7>9; 2 Cor 10:5. 
3) It orients the believer to the plan of God, Isa 26:3>4; Rom 8:28. 
4) It produces stability of mind, Jam 1:8. 
5) It is the basis for divine guidance and the execution of the will of God, Rom 
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6) It leads to occupation with Christ, your social life with Christ, and the capacity and ability to love God
and appreciate Him as the Source of blessing when it comes, Phil 3:10; Eph 3:19; Heb 12:1>2. 

7) It attains and holds maturity, Phil 3:12>14. 
8) It attains eternal grace blessing, Heb 11:9, 10, 13; Jam 1:25 cf 2:12>13. 

15. Synonyms for Maximum Bible Doctrine in the Soul. 
1) Language: CHAKMAH, EPIGNOSIS. 
2) Theological: Jam 4:6, "MEIZONA CHARIS" means super grace. 
3) Priestly: Heb 13:10, "Altar of the soul." 
4) Building: Eph 4:12, 16, "edification complex of the soul. 
5) Time: Toward God, Eph 5:15>18, "redeeming the time." Toward 
6) unbeliever, Col 4:5. 
7) Central control: Eph 6:10, "Dictator of the soul." 
8) Military:

(1) Eph 6:11>18, "Putting on the full armor from God." 
(2) Heb 12:1>2 cf 11:1>3 "follow the colors to the high ground." Cf. Col 2:5>8, "establishing a

command post of the soul." 
9) Crucifixion: Mk 8:34; Mt 10:38; Lk 9:23, 14:27, "Taking up your cross" and "follow Me" emphasize

the impersonal love of the mature believer. 
10) Chemical: Mt 5:13; Mk 9:50; Col 4:6; Lk 14:34, "Salt of the Land." 
11) Sanctification: 1 Tim 6:3>4; 2 Pet 1:3, "Godliness." 

16. Bible doctrine in the soul is the means of promotion, 1 Chr 11:1>2. 
17. Bible doctrine in the soul is the true source of happiness, Lk 11:27>28. "Happiness is hearing and

retaining the Word of God." Life without learning is death. 
18. The important Bible passages on the importance of doctrine are Heb 11, Prov 8, 2 Pet 1:12>21, and Isa

53:12. 
19. Thinking is the application of Bible doctrine to experience. (Eph 998.) 

1) Learning is understanding. Understanding is thinking. Therefore, thinking is the application of
understanding. Thinking doctrine is the application of 

2) Learning Bible doctrine is tantamount to understanding Bible doctrine. Therefore, thinking Bible
doctrine is synonymous with application of Bible doctrine. First we must learn doctrine, then we
must think doctrine. 

3) You have to learn Bible doctrine before you can think Bible doctrine or apply Bible doctrine. 
4) No believer can apply doctrine to his experience until he has metabolized that doctrine in the right

lobe of the mentality of the soul. Application of doctrine depends on metabolization of doctrine. 
5) You have to think metabolized doctrine before you can apply it. 
6) There are three concepts for the environment of application: learning, thinking, and solving. 

(1) Learning is tantamount to perception and application of Bible doctrine. 
(2) Thinking is the application of metabolized doctrine to experience. 
(3) Solving is understanding and using the problem-solving devices of the protocol plan of God. 

7) The direction of application. 
(1) Toward God includes worship, personal love for God, and occupation with Christ. 
(2) Toward people means impersonal love for all mankind. 
(3) Toward self refers to spiritual self-esteem. 
(4) Toward dying means the application of the doctrine of dying grace.

From http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1785 accessed January 22, 2015. 
This was entitled The Importance of Bible Doctrine 1.  I don’t know who to credit this doctrine to, although much of what they
post there is from R. B. Thieme, Jr. notes. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Vv. 1–2 read: My son, do not abandon my instruction; let your heart ruminate on my prohibitions [and precepts],
for these things will add a long life and an abundant life to you, as well as give you peace.  This is the introduction

http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1785
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to this chapter of Proverbs, as well as a summation of what will be taught.  My son, do not get away from my
teaching, and think on my precepts and enumerated commands; doing so will give your life length and abundance,
as well as personal peace.  From here, King David will expand upon this theme, and explore various permutations
of what he has said here. 

——————————

Lange: [V. 3 is] The first of the commandments announced in Proverbs 3:1, with the corresponding
promise of reward.  20

Grace and truth will not forsake you.  Bind
them upon your neck; write them upon a
table of your heart, and find grace and
understanding pleasant in eyes of Elohim
and adam. 

Proverbs
3:3–4

Grace and truth will not forsake you.  Bind
them around your neck [and] write them on the
tablet of your heart, so that you will find favor
and pleasant understanding in the eyes of
Elohim and man. 

You will not be forsaken by grace and truth.  Therefore, let them guide you in life; remember them, so that
you will find both favor and insight before man and God. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Grace and truth will not forsake you.  Bind them upon your neck; write them upon
a table of your heart, and find grace and understanding pleasant in eyes of Elohim
and adam. 

Latin Vulgate Let not mercy and truth leave you, put them about your neck, and write them in the
tables of your heart.  And you will find grace, and good understanding before God
and men. 

Peshitta (Syriac) And peace, mercy, and truth will not forsake you; bind them about your neck; write
them upon the tablets of your heart:  So you shall find favor, grace, and
understanding in the sight of God and men. 

Septuagint (Greek) Let not mercy and truth forsake you; but bind them about your neck: so shall you
find favor; and provide things honest in the sight of the Lord, and of men. 

Significant differences: The Syriac adds peace to mercy and truth in the first phrase.  The Greek leaves off,
write them on the tablet of your heart.  The Hebrew has two things at the end of this
verse; and the Syriac turns that into three. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Let not mercy and good faith go from you; let them be hanging round your neck,
recorded on your heart;  
So you will have grace and a good name in the eyes of God and men. 

Easy English Never let love and trust leave you. 
Wear them about your neck. 
Write them on your heart. 
You will win love and honour. 
God and people will show you love and honour. 

Easy-to-Read Version Never stop loving. Always be loyal and true. {Make these things a part of
yourself}—tie them around your neck and write them on your heart.  Then you will
be wise and pleasing to God and people! 

 From 20 http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm accessed February 7, 2015. 

http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm
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Good News Bible (TEV) Never let go of loyalty and faithfulness. Tie them around your neck; write them on
your heart.  If you do this, both God and people will be pleased with you. 

The Message Don't lose your grip on Love and Loyalty. Tie them around your neck; carve their
initials on your heart.  Earn a reputation for living well in God's eyes and the eyes
of the people. 

Names of God Bible Do not let mercy and truth leave you. 
Fasten them around your neck. 
Write them on the tablet of your heart. 

Then you will find favor and much success 
in the sight of Elohim and humanity. 

NIRV Don't let love and truth ever leave you. 
Tie them around your neck. 
Write them on the tablet of your heart. 

Then you will find favor and a good name 
in the eyes of God and people. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Don't let loyalty and faithfulness leave you. 
Bind them on your neck; 
write them on the tablet of your heart. 

Then you will find favor and approval 
in the eyes of God and humanity. 

Contemporary English V. Let love and loyalty always show like a necklace, and write them in your mind.  God
and people will like you and consider you a success. 

The Living Bible Never tire of loyalty and kindness. Hold these virtues tightly. Write them deep within
your heart.  This is only v. 3; TLB puts vv. 4 and 5 together. 

New Berkeley Version Let not lovingkindess and faithfulness leave you; 
bind them about your neck [As you would a signet], 
write them on the tablet of your heart, 
thus finding favor and ideal understanding 
in the sight of God and of man. 

New Century Version Don't ever forget kindness and truth. 
Wear them like a necklace. 
Write them on your heart as if on a tablet. 

Then you will be respected 
and will please both God and people. 

New Living Translation Never let loyalty and kindness leave you! 
Tie them around your neck as a reminder. 
Write them deep within your heart. 

Then you will find favor with both God and people, 
and you will earn a good reputation. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible May charity and faith never fail you. If around your neck you will tie them, and write
them on the tablet of your heart, you will find the favor [of God]. 
Before Jehovah and men, always plan to do what is good. 

Beck’s American Translation May kindness and truth never leave you. 
Fasten them around your neck. 
Write them on the tablet of your heart. 
Then you will see how kind and sympathetic 
God and man will be to you. 

International Standard V Do not let gracious love and truth leave you. 
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Bind them around your neck, 
write them on the tablet of your heart, 

and find favor and a good reputation [Lit. good judgment or sense] with God and
men. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Two things must never leave thee, kindness and loyalty; be these the seals that
hang about thy neck, graven be this inscription with thy heart for tablet; so both to
God and man thou shalt be friend and confidant. 

Today’s NIV Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them
on the tablet of your heart.  Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of
God and humankind. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Never forsake mercy and truth: Tie them over your neckline, and write them over
the tablet of your heart. 
Find grace and good comprehension in the eyes of God and humans. 

Conservapedia Don't let mercy and truth leave you: keep them close to you write them on your
heart:   Then you will find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and
men. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible Abandon not Kindness and Truth, But twine as a wreath on your neck, And write on
the page of your heart; Then you will find favour and fame, In the sight both of Gon
and of men. 

HCSB Never let loyalty and faithfulness leave you. Tie them around your neck; write them
on the tablet of your heart.  Then you will find favor and high regard in the sight of
God and man. 

Lexham English Bible May loyal love and truth not forsake you; bind them around your neck, write them
upon your heart.  And you shall find favor and good sense in the eyes of God and
humankind. 

Translation for Translators Always faithfully love others and =be faithful/do what you say that you will do<; 
doing those things will cause others to be pleased with you; 
it will be as though you are wearing a beautiful necklace. 
Keep those things in your mind/inner being. 

If you do, God and people will approve of you 
and think highly of you [MTY]. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) Let loyalty and kindness never leave you; tie them around your neck, write them on
the tablet of your heart, that you may find favor and a good name in the eyes of God
and people. 

The Heritage Bible Do not let mercy and truth forsake you; bind them about your neck; write them upon
the tablet of your heart; And you will find grace and good intelligent success in the
eyes of God and man. 

New American Bible (2002) Let not kindness and fidelity leave you; bind them around your neck; 
Then will you win favor and good esteem before God and man. 

New American Bible (2011) Do not let love and fidelity forsake you; 
bind them around your neck; 
write them on the tablet of your heart. 
Then will you win favor and esteem 
before God and human beings. 

New Jerusalem Bible Let faithful love and constancy never leave you: tie them round your neck, write
them on the tablet of your heart.  Thus you will find favour and success in the sight
of God and of people. 

New RSV Do not let loyalty and faithfulness forsake you; 
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bind them round your neck, 
write them on the tablet of your heart. 
So you will find favour and good repute 
in the sight of God and of people. 

Revised English Bible Let your loyalty and good faith never fail; bind them about your neck, and inscribe
them on the tablet of your memory. 
So will you win favour and success in the sight of God and man. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Do not let grace and truth leave you -bind them around your neck; write them on the
tablet of your heart.  Then you will win favor and esteem in the sight of God and of
people. 

exeGeses companion Bible ...forsake not mercy and truth;  
bind them about your throat;  
inscribe them on the slab of your heart:  
thus you find charism and good comprehension  
in the eye of Elohim and humanity. 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) Let fidelity and steadfastness not leave you; 
Bind them about your throat, 
Write them on the tablet of your mind, 
And you will find favor and approbation 
In the eyes of God and man. 

Judaica Press Complete T. Kindness and truth shall not leave you; bind them upon your neck, inscribe them
upon the tablet of your heart; and find favor and good understanding in the sight of
God and man. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Let not chesed and emes forsake thee; bind them about thy neck; write them upon
the luach (tablet) of thine lev; So shalt thou find chen and seichel tov in the eyes of
Elohim and adam. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Let not mercy and kindness [shutting out all hatred and selfishness] and truth
[shutting out all deliberate hypocrisy or falsehood] forsake you; bind them about
your neck, write them upon the tablet of your heart. 
So shall you find favor, good understanding, and high esteem in the sight [or
judgment] of God and man. 

The Expanded Bible Don't ·ever forget kindness and truth [ let loyalty and faithfulness abandon you]. L

·Wear [Bind] them ·like a necklace [ on your neck]. L

Write them on your heart as if on a tablet. 
Then you will ·be respected [find favor] 

and will please both God and people.. 
Kretzmann’s Commentary Let not mercy and truth, both on the part of men and on the part of God, forsake

thee, loving sympathy and companionship being one of the prime factors in our
moral life; bind them about thy neck, like a costly chain or necklace, from which was
suspended tile seal-ring; write them upon the table of thine heart, the emphasis
being both upon the inward motives and upon tile outward expression and
adornment in the way of virtues. 
So shalt thou find favor, gracious acceptance, and good understanding, good
reputation, good success, in the sight of God and man, the good opinion on the part
of men corresponding to the favorable judgment on the part of God, and both
serving for the success of the believer. This being a gracious gift on the part of God,
the godly person is warned:... 

NET Bible® Do not let truth and mercy leave you; 
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bind them around your neck, 
write them on the tablet of your heart [This involves two implied comparisons
(hypocatastasis). One is a comparison of living out the duties and responsibilities
taught with binding a chain around the neck, and the other is a comparison of the
inward appropriation of the teachings with writing them on a tablet. So the teachings
are not only to become the lifestyle of the disciple but his very nature.]. 
Then you will find favor and good understanding, 
in the sight of God and people [Heb "man."].  

Syndein/Thieme Do not let mercy/'grace in action' {checed} and doctrine/truth {'emeth} leave you.
Bind them about your neck.  {Note: Many people carried their signet rings around
the neck - so doctrine is "God's signet ring" by which we cash God's checks.}  Write
them upon the "tablets of your heart/'right lobe' ". {Note: means to study doctrine,
take notes, review the notes and metabolize the doctrine in the thinking part of your
soul.} 
So {a result} shall you find grace/favor {chen} and good understanding {towb sekel}
{about the will/design/plan of God} in the sight of 'Elohim/Godhead and {in the sight
of} man. 

The Voice Stay focused; do not lose sight of mercy and truth; 
engrave them on a pendant, and hang it around your neck; 
meditate on them so they are written upon your heart. 

In this way, you will win the favor of God and others, 
and they will think well of you. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Benignity and truth, let them not forsake you; Tie them about your throat, And write
them on the tablet of your heart." 
Thus find grace and good intelligence In the eyes of Elohim and humanity. 

Context Group Version Don't let family allegiance { Hebrew: hesed } and truth forsake you: Bind them about
your neck; 
So you shall find favor and good understanding In the sight of God and man. 

English Standard Version Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; 
bind them around your neck; 
write them on the tablet of your heart. 

So you will find favor and good success [Or repute] 
in the sight of God and man. 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) Let mercy and faithfulness never go from you: bind them about your neck, and write
them upon the tables of your heart. So shall you find favor and good understanding
in the sight of God and men. 

NASB Do not let kindness and truth leave you; 
Bind them around your neck, 
Write them on the tablet of your heart. 
So you will find favor and good repute [Lit understanding] 
In the sight of God and man. 

Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. let kindness and truth not leave you, bind them upon your neck, write them on the
tablet of your heart
and find favor and good repute, in the eyes of God and man. 

Webster’s updated Bible Let not mercy and truth forsake you: bind them about your neck; write them upon
the table of your heart: 
So will you find favor and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 

Young’s Updated LT Let not kindness and truth forsake you, Bind them on your neck, Write them on the
tablet of your heart, 
And find grace and good understanding In the eyes of God and man. 
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The gist of this verse: Solomon is told to hold onto grace and truth; and to write them on the tablet of his
heart, so that he would find grace and understanding in the sight of God and man. 

Proverbs 3:3a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

cheçed (çÆñÆã)
[pronounced KHEH-sed]

grace, benevolence, mercy,
kindness

masculine singular noun
Strong's #2617 

BDB #338

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

(ìmeth (àÁîÆú)
[pronounced EH-meth]

firmness, faithfulness, truth,
certainty, stability, perpetuity,

fidelity, reliable, stable,
dependable

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #571 

BDB #54

The NET Bible: The two words çÆñÆã åÆàÆîÆú (khesed ve’emet, “mercy and truth”) form a nominal hendiadys, the
second word becoming an adjective: “faithful covenant love” or “loyal [covenant] love and faithfulness.”  21

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

)âzab (òÈæÇá) [pronounced
ìaw-ZA V]B

to loosen ones bands; to let go
[one from being in bonds]; to

leave [forsake, desert]; to leave
off, to cease from [anything]

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal imperfect
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #5800 
BDB #736

Translation: Grace and truth will not forsake you.  Grace is all that God is free to do for us on the basis of the
cross.  Truth is Bible doctrine; it is the content of the Word of God.  These things will never forsake you, no matter
what is happening in your life.  These things are both the GPS of your automobile and the life raft of your ship in
a great storm.  

Rickard: Truth" is EMETH, that means, "firmness, faithfulness, or truth."  This noun is used adjectivally
to describe the surety, stability and dependability of God's guidance, which ultimately comes from His
Word in your soul.  22

Man will fail; friends will fail you; family will fail you; those you love will fail you; your savings and your plans for the
future will fail you.  But there is one thing that will not fail you—God’s grace and God’s truth.  These remain
constants in the life of the growing believer. 

The thing that believers need to take hold of, in good times and in bad, is that God’s grace and truth will not
forsake them or let go of them or cease.  These are constants in God’s relationship to us. 

 From 21 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 

 From 22 http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed January 31, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/
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Proverbs 3:3b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

qâshar (÷ÈùÇø)
[pronounced kaw-

SHAHR]

bind [together], tie, attach; be in
league with, conspire; be in a

state of being compact and firm
[and therefore] robust

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative
with the 3  personrd

masculine plural suffix

Strong’s #7194 
BDB #905

)al (òÇì) [pronounced
ìahl]

upon, beyond, on, against,
above, over; on the ground of,
because of, according to, on

account of, on behalf of, with, by,
besides, in addition to, to,

toward, together with, in the
matter of, concerning, as

regards to

preposition of relative
proximity

Strong’s #5921 
BDB #752

gar gerôwth (âÇøÀâÆøåÉú)e

[pronounced gahr-gehr-
OHTH]

neck; neck ornament; throat

feminine plural noun
despite its use in the

singular sense with the
2  person masculinend

singular suffix

Strong’s #1621 
BDB #176

Translation: Bind them around your neck...  This is not something which is to be taken literally.  The Jews were
not supposed to write down statements from the Bible and put them into some kind of box or into some kind of
container, and then attach that to some kind of a spiritual necktie or necklace. 

Now, there is the Eastern custom of writing sacred names on pieces of papyrus or parchment, and wearing them
around the neck, as charms and talismans against evil;  and it is possible that this is, in some way, a reference23

to that sort of thinking.  Also, some wore their signet on a string around their neck.   But this is not a reference24

to writing special thoughts on parchment and carrying that around your neck.  What David is saying here is far
more sophisticated than that.  Furthermore, we have the same figurative language in Prov. 1:8–9 (Hear, my son,
your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching, for they are a graceful garland for your head and
pendants for your neck.—ESV).  See also Prov. 6:21  7:3. 

Your neck represents your volition.  If you are going to turn to the left, your neck turns in that direction first.  So,
grace and truth are to guide you; they are to affect your volition; they are to play a major part when you decide to
do this or that.  Grace and truth need to be thoroughly integrated into your soul.  This means that you listen to
Bible doctrine on a regular basis; then you believe what you are taught; and it becomes a part of your integrated
system of thinking.  Ideally speaking, thinking truth and grace revamps your mind.  Rom. 12:2  Do not be
conformed to this age [time and place], but be transformed by the renovation of your thinking, so that you may
recognize what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. 

The same is true of animals.  Their necks are their volition, so that we guide an animal this way or that by turning
its neck.  Having control over the animal’s neck suggests obedience on the part of the animal; and figuratively the
binding of wisdom and understanding to our own necks, suggest obedience to the plan of God. 

We have a mind, we have free will, we have the teaching of our parents, schools and church; and we have the
culture in which we find ourselves.  Now, prior to salvation, everyone is filled with false information.  Your parents
may be doctrinally straight and your church may be doctrinally straight, but you will still have false concepts and

 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:3. 23

 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Prov. 3:3.  See also Gen. 38:18  SoS 8:6. 24
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notions, based upon what you learn (and believe) in school and from your culture (your friends, television, social
media, movies, etc.).  You combat that false information with learning Bible doctrine.  

Understanding God’s grace and knowing God’s truth are not simply intellectual exercises, which are abandoned
in your daily life.  What you know and what you think ought to guide you in your life; what you know from Bible
doctrine should make a difference in the decisions which you make. 

There are two things to have at the forefront of your mind—that which is eternally true (Bible doctrine) and an
understanding of God’s grace, which is what allows us to have a relationship with God. 

Scripture is always about, what you think, what your motivations are, what your norms and standards are.  We
continually find the exterior aspects of the spiritual life being downplayed (Matt. 6:5, 28–30  1Peter 3:3–4).  Over
and over again, what is not seen is emphasized—what takes place in your soul is what is important. 

Proverbs 3:3c

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kâthab (ëÌÈúÇá)
[pronounced kaw-

THAHB ]V

write, write down, record
[chronicle, document], direct or

decree in writing, proscribe;
describe, inscribe

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative
with the 3  personrd

masculine plural suffix

Strong's #3789 
BDB #507

)al (òÇì) [pronounced
ìahl]

upon, beyond, on, against,
above, over, by, beside

preposition of relative
proximity

Strong’s #5921 
BDB #752

lûwach (ìåÌçÇ)
[pronounced LOO-ahkh]

 table or tablet [of stone], board
[of wood], plant, plate [of metal];
something upon which words are
inscribed, written; [wood] leaf [or

a door]

masculine singular
construct

Strong’s #3871 
BDB #531

lêb (ìÅá) [pronounced
lay v]b

heart, inner man, mind, will,
thinking; midst

masculine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular
suffix; pausal form

Strong's #3820 
BDB #524
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Translation:...[and] write them on the tablet of your
heart,...  This is why we know the previous phrase is not
literal.  There is no literal tablet in your heart that you may
write upon.  However, we do have a mind which can be
used to memorize this or that.  We can use our brains to
think and to learn grace and truth.  When we remember
grace and truth; when we think about grace and truth;
when we learn principles related to grace and truth—this
is writing these things upon the tablet of our heart. 

Important things which written upon tablets.  The Ten
Commandments were written upon tablets of stone;
Solon’s laws were written on tables of wood.  25

You cannot know whether to turn left or to turn right unless
you have Bible doctrine written on the tablet of your heart. 
You must have Bible doctrine in your soul.  Grace and
truth must be on a chain around your neck.  It is this grace
and truth which helps to guide us in life; which helps to
guide our volition. 

Proverbs 3:3 (a graphic) from enfuzed.com, accessed
February 9, 2015. 

Chapter Outline

Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Today’s NIV gives us a good sense of v. 3: Let love and
faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your
neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.  You must
do something in order to keep love and faithfulness
(grace and truth) from leaving you.  They must be bound
to you; they must become a part of you.  Quite
obviously, we cannot take these two aspects of the plan
of God and physically bind them to us, as if they are two
wandering dogs who need to be kept on a leash. 
However, the verb used means to bind, to tie, to attach;
so, even though such things cannot actually be bound
or attached to you, David is directing Solomon to still do
that.  How this happens is, they must be written on the
tablet of his heart; that is, this information must be
written on his right lobe. 

We are designed in such a way as to require a renewing
of truth and a building up of truth.  We need to be able
to focus upon truth and to narrow down our
understanding of it, so that we eliminate the dross of
human viewpoint. 

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:3.  He cites Laert, Vit. Solon. A. Gell. Noet. Attic. l. 2. c. 12.25

http://enfuzed.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/proverbs-3-3.png
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Operation Z (graphic) from Country Bible Church, but first developed by R. B. Thieme, Jr.  This applied to
Solomon because he played a specific role in the history of Israel; but in the Church Age, this is true for all
believers.  We are taught the Word of God—generally by a pastor-teacher and not by reading the Bible and
saying, “What does that mean to me?”  God the Holy Spirit makes this information understandable to us; and then
we take that information and decide what to do with it.  Do we believe it or do we reject it?  If we believe it, then
it is transferred to our heart (the thinking part of the soul). 

Once this information is in the thinking part of our soul, we might compare it to similar information; we might think
about it to help us remember it; we might think of a situation in our lives that this is applied to.  Essentially, we are
relating this Bible doctrine to the reality in our souls.  That helps to write God’s Word on the tablet of our hearts. 
So, in other words, we do not just take these words and memorize them (although that is a reasonable approach
at first); but we mix this in to our thinking so that it becomes a part of our thinking. 

Proverbs 3:4

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

mâtsâ( (îÈöÈà)
[pronounced maw-

TSAW]

attain to, find, detect, happen
upon, come upon, find

unexpectedly, discover; meet
(encounter)

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative
Strong’s #4672 

BDB #592

The NET Bible: The form åÌîÀöÈà (umÿtsa’, “find”) is the imperative but it functions as a purpose/result statement.
Following a string of imperatives (v. 3), the imperative with a prefixed vav introduces a volitive sequence
expressing purpose or result (v. 4).  26

chên (çÅï) [pronounced
khayn]

grace, favor, blessing masculine singular noun
Strong’s #2580 

BDB #336

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

sekel (ùÒÆëÆì) [pronounced
SEH-kel] sêkel (ùÒÅëÆì)
[pronounced SAY-kel]

understanding, intelligence,
prudence, insight; cunning

masculine singular noun
Strong’s #7922 

BDB #968

The NET Bible: The noun ùÒÅëÆì (sekhel, “understanding”) does not seem to parallel çÅï (khen, “favor”). The LXX
attaches the first two words to v. 3 and renders v. 4: “and devise excellent things in the sight of the Lord and
of men.” Tg. Prov 3:4 and Syriac Peshitta list all three words separately: “favor and good and understanding.”
C. H. Toy (Proverbs [ICC], 59) suggests emending the MT’s ùÒÅëÆìÎèåÉá (sekhel-tov, “good understanding”) to
ùÅíÎèåÉá (shem-tov, “a good name”). It is also possible to take the two words as a hendiadys: the favor of good
understanding, meaning, a reputation for good understanding.  27

þôwb (èåÉá) [pronounced
toh v]b

pleasant, pleasing, agreeable,
good, better; approved

masculine feminine
singular adjective which

can act like a
substantive

Strong’s #2896 
BDB #373

 From 26 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 

 From 27 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:4

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

ò.Aîynêy (é ðé ) [pronounced
ìee-NAY]

eyes, two eyes, literal eye(s),
spiritual eyes; face, appearance,

form; surface

feminine dual noun with
the 2  person masculinend

singular suffix

Strong’s #5869 
(and #5871) 

BDB #744

ò.ATogether, the bêyth preposition and the construct form )îynêy (é ðé ) [pronounced ìee-NAY], literally mean in the
eyes of; it can be understood to mean in the opinion of, in the thinking of, in the estimation of; as ____ sees
things to be, in the sight of. 

Rickard: Ayin is literally a reference to the eyes...and [it denotes]...someone's presence, personal judgment or
opinion.28

(Ìlôhîym (àìÉäÄéí)
[pronounced el-o-HEEM]

God; gods, foreign gods, god;
rulers, judges; superhuman
ones, angels; transliterated

Elohim

masculine plural noun
Strong's #430 

BDB #43

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

(âdâm (àÈãÈí)
[pronounced aw-DAWM]

a man, a human being, mankind;
transliterated Adam

masculine singular noun
Strong's #120 &
#121  BDB #9

The word the Adam can mean man, mankind, humankind, men, human beings. 

Translation: ...so that you will find favor and pleasant understanding in the eyes of Elohim and man.  God will
observe you and man will observe you—that is simply a part of life.  If you act according to Bible doctrine and if
you make decision in life based upon your knowledge of God’s grace, then you will be favored by both man and
God. 

The second part of this is a little more difficult to explain.  Does this mean that God looks at you and sees that you
have a good understanding of Him in your thinking?  Do men recognize that as well?  When you act wisely, and
when you think with wisdom, and express yourself with understanding and forethought, then men will have to admit
to your wisdom in life.  Now, obviously, there are some men who are so opposed to Bible doctrine that they will
never respect you or like you unless you absolutely turn against God and His Word, but that is simply a fact of the
devil’s world. 

Now, bear in mind, Satan opposes the truth and will attack the truth.  With the internet, it does not matter how
goofy your beliefs are, you can find a set of websites which will assure you that you are being rational for believing
the garbage that you do.  So, if you think that President George W. Bush was in on the 9/11 attacks, and wanted
these planes to fly into the New York Trade Center, and if you think that he oversaw the setting of explosives at
one of the buildings, then there are websites which will help to assure you that these are not thoughts of the
insane.  29

 From 28 http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed January 31, 2015. 

 And, just so there is no misunderstanding here, you are flipping insane if you think that George W. Bush had any hand in29

the 9/11 attacks or that any branch of government was involved here; or that anyone laid out explosives in order to take down
one of the buildings. 

http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/
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Setting aside those who are delusionally paranoid and those who go apoplectic when they hear the words Bible or
Jesus, people will respect the way that you lead your life and the decisions that you make, if you are guided by
grace and truth. 

For most believers, if their souls are infused with grace and the truth of God’s Word, then their actions in life will
bear this out.  In your employment, you will work hard (or in the school or the military, you will work hard to do
well).  You will take the actions, needs and feelings of others into consideration in the realm of employment.  If
you are tasked to a group project, you will be seen by most to have contributed significantly to the completion of
the project.  In your family life, you will be seen as considerate and caring; if a father, as a man his children can
look up to; as a mother, someone her children can always depend upon.  My point is, if you have doctrine on the
inside, then it should find its way to influence your modus operandi in life. 

Bear in mind that all of this occurs within the realm of your own personality.  There are a variety of personalities
out there, and the Christian life is not shaving off the rough spots of your personality to suit others.  You might be
jovial and outgoing; you might be quiet and introspective; you may have an interest in sports, and you may find
watching a chess match to be far more engaging.  I only mention this because, as a young Christian, I attended
one Young Life group in college (or Christian life or some such name); and I noticed that all of the guys had
fashionably long hair (not too long), and they sounded very much the same, and they always seemed
compassionate and concerned.  Now, if that is the way that you are, that is fine.  But if everyone in the group
appears to have come from the same cookie cutter, that is problematic.  We are not spiritual because we imitate
the personality of someone that we admire.  Along the same lines, I attended a church one time, and I noticed that
many of the women sounded like the pastor’s wife.  They had the same inflection in their voices and same (wrong)
pronunciations of some words.  I did not stay in that church for more than one visit, but my guess is, the women
were imitating the pastor’s wife. 

My point in all of this is, if you have doctrine in your soul, that will affect the way that you conduct your life.  If you
contract with someone to do a job for them, they will be able to expect that you do exactly what you say that you
are going to do.  If someone does a job for you, they ought to know that they can depend upon you for payment
and that you are not going to give them the run-around or a litany of excuses.  If you are a landlord, you are going
to treat your tenants honestly; and if you are a tenant, you will pay your rent on time.  Right thinking ought to result
in honorable living.  As a result, you will find favor in the eyes of men. 

Solomon had people from all over to come and interact with him because of his brilliance and his wisdom.  They
understood him to be a brilliant man, because of the judicial decisions which he rendered and because of how he
ran his country.  What is more amazing than this—and I don’t think that this is specifically referenced in
Scripture—Solomon began as a very young king.  He was probably somewhere between 12 and 18, and yet he
made decisions which were wise beyond his years, because he learned Bible doctrine from his father David.  His
thinking had been renovated by Bible doctrine.  So it would be far more impressive to the outside world that a very
young man was making these decisions. 

We have the example of Noah finding grace in the eyes of God (Gen. 6:8) and Joseph finding grace in the eyes
of Potipher (Gen. 39:4).  Noah found this grace because he walked with God; and Joseph because he
demonstrated great intelligence and good judgment. 

Vv. 3–4 read: You will not be forsaken by grace and truth.  Therefore, let them guide you in life; remember them,
so that you will find both favor and insight before man and God.  David tells Solomon that is to be the basis of his
growth, as a man and as king.  The same two things were essential to the spiritual growth of Jesus Christ: And
Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. (Luke 2:52; ESV)  When Jesus Christ
fulfilled the Scriptures, this was more than the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesies and keeping the Law
of Moses.  Jesus was the embodiment of the Old Testament.  What King David teaches his son right here is
exactly the lessons which Jesus Christ took to heart. 
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Throughout the gospels, it is clear that there were many men—even those who were not likely to be predisposed
toward Jesus—who were swayed by His character and wisdom.  And, there were also the recalcitrants—those
who would reject Him no matter what He said or did. 

Quite obviously, this does not mean that every person that you encounter will admire and respect you.  This is the
devil’s world and every person you meet has a sin nature.  So there will be some, no matter how honorable your
life is, who will not like you and who will often be working against you.  These people are your test.  Can you exhibit
impersonal love toward them, despite the fact that they are vicious, back-biting jackasses? 

Vv. 1–4 read: My son, do not forsake my instruction and [let] your heart keep [and preserve] my prohibitions [and
precepts], for these things [lit., they] will add a long life [to you], [as well as] an abundant life and peace to you.
Grace and truth will not forsake you.  Bind them around your neck [and] write them on the tablet of your heart, so
that you will find favor and pleasant understanding in the eyes of Elohim and man.  This sets up a contrast
between the godly man, the man of doctrine, the man who looks to God, and those who have rejected His ways. 
David described these men in Prov. 1:10–19  My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.  If they say, "Come
with us, let us lie in wait for blood; let us ambush the innocent without reason; like Sheol let us swallow them alive,
and whole, like those who go down to the pit; we shall find all precious goods, we shall fill our houses with plunder;
throw in your lot among us; we will all have one purse"-- my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your
foot from their paths, for their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood.  For in vain is a net spread in
the sight of any bird, but these men lie in wait for their own blood; they set an ambush for their own lives.  Such
are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain; it takes away the life of its possessors. (ESV; capitalized) 
In Prov. 2:10–20, David tells Solomon that wisdom and discretion will guard him from evil men:  ...for wisdom will
come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; discretion will watch over you, understanding
will guard you, delivering you from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech, who forsake the paths of
uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness, who rejoice in doing evil and delight in the perverseness of evil, men
whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in their ways.  So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman,
from the adulteress with her smooth words, who forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the covenant
of her God; for her house sinks down to death, and her paths to the departed; none who go to her come back, nor
do they regain the paths of life.  So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous.
(ESV; capitalized) 

Peter Pett: They walk in wayward paths. They are unappreciative of God's wisdom, and therefore of
His truth.  30

——————————

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Discourse 5b: The Application of Wisdom

In vv. 5–10, there will be a threefold charge  to the hearer: 31 Trust Y howah...fear Y howah...honor Y howahe e e .  This
might even be understood as a growth process—salvation trust; fearing God indicating spiritual growth; and then
production, which honors God.  Therefore, we ought to see some progression in these 6 verses. 

Trust [in] Y howah in all your heart and ine

your understanding you will not lean.  In all
your ways, know Him and He [even He] will
make smooth your paths. 

Proverbs
3:5–6

Trust in Y howah with all your heart and do note

rely upon your own understanding [that is,
upon human viewpoint].  In all your ways,
acquire His knowledge and He [even He] will
smooth out your paths [in life]. 

 From 30 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 5, 2015. 

 From Peter Pett 31 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 5, 2015. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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Trust in Jehovah with all your heart and do not rely upon your own human viewpoint.  Continue to acquire
knowledge of Him in all your ways and He will smooth out your life and its direction. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Trust [in] Y howah in all your heart and in your understanding you will not lean.  Ine

all your ways, know Him and He [even He] will make smooth your paths. 
Latin Vulgate Have confidence in the Lord with all thy heart, and lean not upon thy own prudence. 

In all thy ways think on him, and he will direct thy steps. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and rely not on your own wisdom.  In all your

ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct your paths. 
Septuagint (Greek) Trust in God with all your heart; and be not exalted in your own wisdom. 

In all your ways acquaint yourself with her, that she may rightly direct your paths. 

Significant differences: The Greek has exalted rather than lean.  The phrase make smooth your
paths might be similar to direct your paths. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Proverbs 3:5–6 (another graphic) from Fine Art
America and accessed February 9, 2015.  You can
find more graphics for these 2 verses (or them
separately) than almost any other passage in the
Bible.  I think I have posted 3 or 4; but there were
dozens more. 

Bible in Basic English Put all your hope in
God, not looking to
your reason for
support.  
In all your ways give
ear to him, and he
will make straight
your footsteps. 

Easy English Trust in God with your whole heart. 
Do not depend on your own intelligence! 
Wherever you go, think
about God. 
He will clear the path for
you to follow. 

Easy-to-Read Version T r u s t  t h e  L o r d
comple te l y !  Don ’ t
depend on your own
knowledge. 
Think about God in all
that you do. Then he will
help you. 

Good News Bible (TEV) Trust in the LORD with
all your heart. Never
rely on what you think
you know.  Remember

http://images.fineartamerica.com/images-medium-large-5/red-dirt-road-proverbs-3-5-6-robyn-stacey.jpg
http://images.fineartamerica.com/images-medium-large-5/red-dirt-road-proverbs-3-5-6-robyn-stacey.jpg
http://images.fineartamerica.com/images-medium-large-5/red-dirt-road-proverbs-3-5-6-robyn-stacey.jpg
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the LORD in everything you do, and he will show you the right way. 
The Message Trust GOD from the bottom of your heart; don't try to figure out everything on your

own.  Listen for GOD's voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he's the one
who will keep you on track. 

Proverbs 3:5–6 (the Message translation; graphic); from Christasterken; accessed February 9, 2015. 

NIRV Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
Do not depend on your own understanding. 

In all your ways obey him. 
Then he will make your paths smooth and straight. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. With all your heart you must trust the LORD and not your own judgment.  Always
let him lead you, and he will clear the road for you to follow. 

The Living Bible 4–5 If you want favor with both God and man, and a reputation for good judgment
and common sense, then trust the Lord completely; don't ever trust yourself. 6 In
everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and crown your efforts with
success. 

New Century Version Trust the Lord with all your heart, 
and don't depend on your own understanding. 

Remember the Lord in all you do, 
and he will give you success. 

New Life Version Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not trust in your own understanding. 
Agree with Him in all your ways, and He will make your paths straight. 

New Living Translation Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 
do not depend on your own understanding. 

Seek his will in all you do, 
and he will show you which path to take. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible With your whole heart, put trust in your God, and on your own wisdom, never rely. 
Keep sight of [wisdom] in all of your ways; for before you, she cuts a straight path. 

Beck’s American Translation Trust the LORD with all your heart, 
and don’t depend on your own understanding. 
Acknowledge Him in everything you do, 
and He will make your paths smooth. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Put all thy heart's confidence in the Lord, on thy own skill relying never; wilt thou but
keep him in thy thoughts wherever thou goest, he will shew thee the straight path. 

Translation for Translators Trust in Yahweh completely with your inner being, 
and do not rely on what you yourself understand. 

Always allow him to lead you. 
If you do that, he will =show you the right path/direct your life<. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Trust all your heart to Yahweh. Never lean on your understanding. 
In all your ways, know him. He rights your paths. 

Conservapedia Trust in the LORD with all your heart; and don't lean on your own understanding.
acknowledge him in all your ways and he shall direct your paths.  [These verses]
are a favorite of "Johnny Football" (Johnny Manziel), who is likely to become the
first freshman ever to win the Heisman Trophy. 

http://www.christasterken.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/proverbs-3-5-6.jpg
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Ferar-Fenton Bible And trust on the LORD in your heart, And rely not upon your own skill; Acknowledge
Him in all your ways, And then He will make your paths smooth. 

HCSB Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; 
think about Him in all your ways, and He will guide you on the right paths. 

Lexham English Bible {Trust Yahweh} with all your heart; do not lean toward your own understanding.  In
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will straighten your paths. 

NIV – UK Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your paths straight [Or will direct your paths]. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) Put wisdom into practice 
Trust in Yahweh with all your heart; do not rely on your own insight. 
Let his presence pervade all your ways and he will protect your foot from the snare. 

The Heritage Bible Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, and do not lean toward your own
understanding.  In all your ways know by seeing him, and he shall make your well-
trod paths upright. 

New American Bible (2011) Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
on your own intelligence do not rely; 
In all your ways be mindful of him, 
and he will make straight your paths. 

New Jerusalem Bible Trust wholeheartedly in Yahweh, put no faith in your own perception; acknowledge
him in every course you take, and he will see that your paths are smooth. 

Revised English Bible Put all your trust in the LORD and do not rely on your own understanding. 
At every step you take keep him in mind, and he will direct your path. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Trust in ADONAI with all your heart; do not rely on your own understanding. 6 In all
your ways acknowledge him; then he will level your paths. 

exeGeses companion Bible Confide in Yah Veh with all your heart  
and lean not to your own discernment:  
in all your ways know him  
and he straightens your paths:... 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
And do not rely on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He will make your paths smooth. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Trust in Hashem with all thine lev, and lean not unto thine own binah
(understanding). 
In all thy drakhim acknowledge Him, and He shall make yosher thy orkhot (paths). 

The Scriptures 1998 Trust in éäåä with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 
Know Him in all your ways, And He makes all your paths straight. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Lean on, trust in, and be confident in the Lord with all your heart and mind and do
not rely on your own insight or understanding. 
In all your ways know, recognize, and acknowledge Him, and He will direct and
make straight and plain your paths. 

The Expanded Bible Trust the Lord with all your heart, 
and don't ·depend [rely] on your own understanding. 
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·Remember the Lord [ Know him] ·in all you do [ on all your paths], L L

and he will ·give you success [ keep your roads straight].L  
Kretzmann’s Commentary Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, committing oneself entirely to the grace and

faithfulness of Jehovah, and lean not unto thine own understanding, in false and
blameworthy self-confidence. 
In all thy ways acknowledge Him, by reposing one's trust in Him and relying entirely
upon His wisdom, and He shall direct thy paths, for the benefit and well-being of His
child. 

NET Bible® Trust in the Lord with all your heart [The “heart” functions as a metonymy of subject
encompassing mind, emotions and will (BDB 524 s.v. ìÅá 2).], 
and do not rely on your own understanding. 
Acknowledge16 him in all your ways, 
and he will make your paths straight.  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 5-6: Doctrine is the basis of Divine Guidance} 
Trust {batach} in Jehovah/God with all your 'right lobe'/heart.  And do not lean on
your 'own doctrine'/'human viewpoint thinking' {biynah}.  {Note: Batach refers to the
'Faith Rest Technique'. Originally it was a wrestler's term - to 'body slam your
troubles to God'. We all start with 'human viewpoint'. From the bible, we learn 'divine
viewpoint'. Lean on the Lord and His Word. Then you will know how to Walk in the
Righteous Ways of God.} 
In all of your Ways . . . know {yada`} Him {God}, therefore, He shall level {yashar}
your paths'.  {Note: This means that doctrine is paramount in your life when you
know God. And how do you 'know God?' . . . by knowing His Thinking - which is in
written form today - means to study bible doctrine. Finally, without God you have
mountains in your paths - He will cut the barrier down to your size.}. 

The Voice Place your trust in the Eternal; rely on Him completely; 
never depend upon your own ideas and inventions. 

Give Him the credit for everything you accomplish, 
and He will smooth out and straighten the road that lies ahead. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Trust in Yahweh with all your heart, And do not lean to your own understanding." 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He Himself shall straighten your paths." 

Darby Translation Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not unto thine own intelligence; in all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he will make plain thy paths.  V. 6 is included for
context. 

Green’s Literal Translation Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, and lean not to your own understanding.  In all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) Put your trust in the Lord with all your heart, and he shall order your goings.  This
seems to be a strange, edited combination of vv. 5–6. 

Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. Trust/be confident unto Yhwh with all your heart, and unto your own understanding
do not lean/rely 
In all your ways/roads know Him, and He Himself will straighten/make upright your
paths. 

World English Bible Trust in Yahweh with all your heart, And don't lean on your own understanding.  In
all your ways acknowledge him, And he will direct your paths 

Young’s Updated LT Trust unto Jehovah with all your heart, And unto your own understanding lean not. 
In all your ways know Him, And He will make straight your paths. 

The gist of this verse: Solomon is instructed to trust in Y howah completely and not to lean toward his owne

human viewpoint, and to know God in all ways, and God would guide him in life. 
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Proverbs 3:5a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

bâþach (áÌÈèÇç)
[pronounced baw-

TAHKH]

trust [in, on], rely upon, have
confidence [hope] in, be secure

in; fear nothing for oneself

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative
Strong’s #982 

BDB #105

The NET Bible: The word áÌÀèÇç (bÿtakh, “trust”) is used in the OT in (1) literal physical sense: to physically lean
upon something for support and (2) figurative sense: to rely upon someone or something for help or protection
(BDB 105 s.v. I áÌÀèÇç; HALOT 120 s.v. I áèç). The verb is often used with false securities, people trusting in
things that prove to be worthless. But here the object of the secure trust is the Lord who is a reliable object of
confidence.  32

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

kôl (ëÌÉì) [pronounced
kohl]

every, each, all of, all; any of,
any

masculine singular
construct not followed by

a definite article

Strong’s #3605 
BDB #481

lêb (ìÅá) [pronounced
lay v]b

heart, inner man, mind, will,
thinking; midst

masculine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular
suffix; pausal form

Strong's #3820 
BDB #524

Translation: Trust in Y howah with all your heart...e   In order to trust in God, you have to know Who God is.  That
requires Bible doctrine; that requires spiritual understanding.  It is not simply the spoken name of God that you
depend upon; you place your trust in His character, in His wisdom, in His essence.  You must know His character,
wisdom and essence in order to trust in Him.  When you know Who and What God is, then you recognize that He
is worthy of your trust.  As you learn the Word of God, and trust in the Word of God, this becomes easier and
easier to do. 

Gill: Trust in Jehovah the Son; in his person for acceptance; in his righteousness for justification; in
his blood for pardon; in his fulness for supply; in his power for protection and preservation; and in him
alone for salvation and eternal life. Trust in Jehovah the Spirit, to carry on and finish the work of grace
upon the heart; of which a saint may be confident that where it is begun it will be completed.  33

The Pulpit Commentary: Without this reliance on or confidence in God, it is impossible to carry out any
of the precepts of religion.  34

In the Bible, heart refers to the right lobe; it is thinking of the soul.  This is not a reference to our emotions.  We
do not need to get our emotions directed toward God so that we feel trust in Him.  Regardless of how we feel, we
need to know that we can trust God. 

 From 32 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 

 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:3. 33

 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, courtesy of e-sword,34

Prov. 3:5. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm


45 The Book of Proverbs

Trust in God is fundamental to our faith.  Translation used: ESV; capitalized. 

Trust in the Lord

Scripture Text/Commentary

Job 13:15  Though He slay me, I will hope in Him; yet I will argue
my ways to His face. 

Job was under great suffering; and,
although he did not fully understand why
he was suffering, he still trusted God. 

Psalm 37:3–5  Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land
and befriend faithfulness.  Delight yourself in the LORD, and He
will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the
LORD; trust in Him, and He will act. 

God is the ultimate object of the verb
trust; but this implies that you understand
Who and What God is, and what exactly
you are trusting in.  To delight means to
be happy about, take exquisite delight. 
There is more than simple obedience
because God is all-powerful. 

Psalm 62:7–8  On God rests my salvation and my glory; my Mighty
Rock, my refuge is God.  Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour
out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah 

God can be trusted for our ultimate
salvation as well as for deliverance in
times of difficulty. 

Psalm 115:9–11  O Israel, trust in the LORD!  He is their help and
their shield.  O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD!  He is their help
and their shield.  You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD!  He
is their help and their shield. 

Israel, as a nation, was to trust in God, as
their help and as their protection.  God
made many promises to Israel, as well as
to the patriarchs which included the future
of Israel.  The people of Israel needed to
trust in these promises, that God would
bring these things to pass. 

Psalm 125:1  Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 

Being like Mount Zion indicates that the
person has complete stability in life. 

Psalm 146:3–6  Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in
whom there is no salvation.  When his breath departs, he returns
to the earth; on that very day his plans perish.  Blessed is he
whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his
God, Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
Who keeps faith forever. 

You cannot put your trust in man,
because all men will die and return to the
earth.  Our trust ought to be in God, Who
made the heavens and the earth, and
Who is eternal. 

Prov. 28:26  Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who
walks in wisdom will be delivered. 

The difference here is between trust in the
thinking of man or the thinking of God. 

Isa. 12:2  "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be
afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has
become my salvation." 

The Liberated Wailing Wall does a
marvelous song of this. 

Isa. 26:3–4  You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on You, because he trusts in You.  Trust in the LORD forever, for
the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock. 

Peace of mind comes from trust in God. 

Jer. 17:7–8  "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose
trust is the LORD.  He is like a tree planted by water, that sends
out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for
its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought,
for it does not cease to bear fruit." 

The person who places his trust in God is
happy.  This goes beyond trust for
salvation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBFpYXuor_s


Proverbs 3 46

Most of these verses were suggested by Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others
about 1880, with introduction by R. A. Torrey; courtesy of E-sword, Prov. 3:5. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Trust is fundamental in all human relationships.  Larsen: In the final analysis all government, all
economics, all currency and banking, all institutions and all marriages, all relationships between
people, are fundamentally governed by trust. Without trust, society deteriorates into paranoia, the
feeling that everybody is out to get you.  35

Proverbs 3:5b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

bîynâh (áÌÄéðÈä)
[pronounced bee-NAW]

understanding, discernment;
intelligence, insight; skill; act;

faculty; object; personified

feminine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #998 
BDB #108

The NET Bible: Heb “your understanding.” The term áÌÄéðÈä (binah, “understanding”) is used elsewhere in this book
of insight given by God from the instructions in Proverbs (Prov 2:3; 7:4; 8:14; 9:6, 10; 23:23). Here it refers to
inherent human understanding that functions in relative ignorance unless supplemented by divine wisdom (Job
28:12-28; 39:26). The reflexive pronoun “own” is supplied in the translation to clarify this point. It is dangerous
for a person to rely upon mere human wisdom (Prov 14:12; 16:25).  36

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

shâ)an (ùÈòÇï)
[pronounced shaw-

ÌAHN]

to lean [rest] upon [against], to
support oneself against; to trust
in, to rely upon it can be used

figuratively for faith or
confidence in someone

2  person masculinend

singular, Niphal
imperfect

Strong’s #8172 
BDB #1043

The NET Bible: Heb “do not lean.” The verb ùÈòÇï (sha’an, “to lean; to rely”) is used in (1) literal physical sense
of leaning upon something for support and (2) figurative sense of relying upon someone or something for help
or protection (BDB 1043 s.v.). Here it functions figuratively (hypocatastasis: implied comparison); relying on
one’s own understanding is compared to leaning on something that is unreliable for support (e.g., Isa 10:20).  37

Translation: ...and do not rely upon your own understanding [that is, upon human viewpoint].  What Solomon is
not supposed to do is shâ)an (ùÈòÇï) [pronounced shaw-ÌAHN], which means, to lean [rest] upon [against], to

 From 35 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 3, 2015.  He is quoting
Larsen, p. 12. 

 From 36 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 

 From 37 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 
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support oneself against; to trust in, to rely upon it can be used figuratively for faith or confidence in someone. 
Strong’s #8172  BDB #1043.  Solomon is not to lean upon his own thinking; he is not to rely upon his own
understanding.  He is not to put his trust in human viewpoint thinking. 

Rickard: Verse 5 does not teach that Christians should not think and consider facts when making
decisions, because God expects us to use our brains. Rather, it means that we should not "trust" our
own ideas or wisdom; we must ask God to direct us, as in James 1:5 and apply His Word to our
situations in life.38

Dr. Robert Dean: That doesn't mean that there is not a role for our thought system. God doesn't want
us to just be empty robots. But we have to think in terms of the framework of the wisdom of Scripture,
not in terms of the wisdom of the world. God is not saying don't think. He is saying think but not on the
basis of human viewpoint acceptance of ideas and opinions, but on the Word of God. We go back to
the proverb which says that there is a way that seems right to man but the way thereof is death.  39

We need to concentrate and depend upon the external stability found in God’s character and essence.  We are
to depend upon His grace, His love, His righteousness and justice; and it is from our knowledge of him that we
have true stability in our lives, despite the chaos which might be all around us.  40

The implication is, because there is a contrast here, is that you have Bible doctrine on the one hand and you have
human viewpoint on the other.  Human viewpoint is the thinking that you were raised with; it is the culture and the
opinions of popular culture that you have learned.  

You set aside that which is of man and you depend upon that which is of God. 

v. 5 reads: Trust in Y howah with all your heart and do not rely upon your own understanding e [that is, upon
human viewpoint].  This is the difference between human viewpoint and divine viewpoint. 

Human Viewpoint Thinking versus Divine Viewpoint Thinking

1. Most Christians think with a variety of influences—they have the norms and standards that they were
raised with, societal norms and standards, and some of what the Bible teaches. 

2. After knowing how to get back into fellowship, the key to the Christian life is being able to think like God. 
Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renovation of your thinking, so that you may
discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.  For I say through the grace which has been
given to me to every one who is among you, stop thinking of yourself in terms of arrogance beyond what
you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion as God has
assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine. (Rom. 12:2–3). 

3. Very simply stated, divine viewpoint thinking comes from the Bible doctrine in your human spirit and
human viewpoint thinking comes from your human soul. 

4. A person can be a new believer or an unbeliever and have divine establishment thinking, which are the
norms and standards of God designed to preserve a nation.  Many times, unbelieving children can learn
these norms and standards from doctrinally straight parents; or some people can acquire divine
establishment norms and standards from having been in the military. 

5. Arrogance is both a mental attitude sin and an indication of human viewpoint.  Believers are warned  But
He [God] gives greater grace. Therefore [Scripture] says, "God opposes the proud [or, arrogant], but he
gives grace to the humble [or, grace oriented]." (James 4:6).  See also Rom. 12:3 

6. One form of arrogance is thinking that your norms and standards are superior to those found in the Bible. 
Your own norms and standards are not divinely inspired; you learned some of these from your parents
and these were modified by the society in which you live (which are affected by your friendships, contacts,

 From 38 http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed January 31, 2015. 

 From 39 deanbible.org; accessed February 1, 2015. 

 Partially paraphrased from 40 deanbible.org; accessed February 1, 2015. 
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Human Viewpoint Thinking versus Divine Viewpoint Thinking

the laws that you are subject to, your education, along with advertising, movies, television, literature and
art).  An example of a societal norm which I have seen change from being correct to incorrect is society’s
view toward homosexuality—when I was young, it was viewed as sin, abnormal and distasteful.  Today,
much of society believes that homosexuality is simply how a person is born (which is not exactly correct)
and, therefore, not a sin (again, incorrect). 

7. There is no place in the plan of God for human viewpoint thinking.  "My thoughts are not your thoughts,
and my ways are not your ways," declares the LORD (Isa. 55:8).  Therefore, all who are mature should
think this way [as Paul has been teaching]. And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this
to you also [through the continued teaching of Bible doctrine] (Philip. 3:15).  Keep thinking objectively
about things above [divine viewpoint] and not about things on the earth [human viewpoint] (Col. 3:2). 

8. Only the believer in fellowship can learn to think like God, building doctrine upon doctrine.  But the
unregenerate man of the highest intellectual attainments is not given access to the things of the Spirit of
God, for to him they are folly, and he is not able to come to know them because they are understood in
a spiritual realm. But the spiritual man investigates indeed all things, but he himself is not being probed
by anyone. For who has come to know experientially the Lord's mind, he who will instruct Him? But as for
us, we have the mind of Christ (1Cor. 2:12–13).  Having the mind of Christ is divine viewpoint, and the
apostles were able to teach divine viewpoint. 

9. Pastor teachers should make every effort to be teaching from the Word of God to their congregation,
instead of human viewpoint.  Paul told the Corinthians: My language and the message I preached were
not adorned with pleasing words of worldly wisdom, but they were attended with proof and power given
by the Spirit, so that your faith might not be in men's wisdom, but in God's power (1Cor. 2:4–5).

10. Acquiring divine viewpoint thinking is a day-by-day process of learning the Word of God.  You do not
suddenly decide, “I am going to start thinking like God thinks;” and then it happens.  You get exposed to
human viewpoint approximately 23 hours/day (minus your sleep time); and, ideally, you get exposed to
Bible doctrine 1 hour per day.  Over time, Bible doctrine will overtake human viewpoint in your thinking. 

See http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=184 for more information on this topic. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Gary North: The Creator-creature distinction
underlies Solomon’s exhortation. Man must
put his trust either in God or in some aspect
of the universe. There is no third option. 
The whole of man’s confidence should be in
God, the sovereign Creator of the universe.
None of man’s confidence should be placed
in any aspect of the creation. The authority
of the Creator over the creation is thereby
affirmed. God is trustworthy; the creation,
including man, is not.  41

Proverbs 3:5 (a graphic); from Year 27; accessed
February 9, 2015. 

V. 5 reads: Trust in Y howah with all your heart and doe

not rely upon your own understanding [that is, upon
human viewpoint]. 

 From 41 http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf (chapter 7) accessed February 3, 2015. 
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Therefore, Gary North asks the logical question: How can a man seek God’s guidance? Does God
whisper strategies in a man’s ear? The Bible says that men must turn to the Bible-revealed law of God
to gain access to His guidance. To find God’s law is to find Him. With my whole heart I seek You; let
me not wander from Your commandments!  I have stored up Your word in my heart, that I might not
sin against You. (Psalm 119:10–11; ESV; capitalized). The mastery of God’s commandments gives
to men the access to the wisdom required to achieve success [for life].  42

The key, in other words, is to learn and memorize the Word of God.  Understand what it means.  See how it
applies to your life. 

Throughout these various chapters, I have offered a myriad of applications, many of them political.  I know for
some, that might be off-putting.  However, the idea is so that you can see how Biblical principles are related to
your life and to events which occur around you.  10 years from now, someone who uses this information as
reference material will have to update the references to make them more current and relevant to his audience. 

V. 5 reads: Trust in Y howah with all your heart and do not rely upon your own understanding e [that is, upon human
viewpoint].  We have several parallel verses in the New Testament.  1Cor. 1:18–25  For the word of the cross is
seems foolish to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it stands
written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart."  [So, therefore]
Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the intellectual?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom,
it pleased God through the (seemingly) foolishness of what we proclaim to save those who believe.  For Jews
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. (Isa. 29:14) 

Proverbs 3:6a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

kôl (ëÌÉì) [pronounced
kohl]

every, each, all of, all; any of,
any

masculine singular
construct not followed by

a definite article

Strong’s #3605 
BDB #481

d râkîym (ãÌÀøÈëÄéí)e

[pronounced deh-raw-
KEEM]

ways, roads, paths; journeys,
courses; works; towards;

manner, habit, a way [of life,
living]; of moral character

masculine plural noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong's #1870 
BDB #202

The NET Bible: The term ãÆøÆêÀ (derekh, “way”) is figurative (hypocatastasis: implied comparison) referring to a
person’s course of life, actions and undertakings (Prov 2:8; 3:6, 23; 11:5; 20:24; 29:27; 31:3; BDB 203 s.v. 5;
cf. TEV “in everything you do”; NCV, NLT “in all you do”). This is a call for total commitment in trust for
obedience in all things.  43

 From 42 http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf (chapter 7) accessed February 3, 2015 (edited). 

 From 43 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:6a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

yâda) (éÈãÇò) [pronounced
yaw-DAHÌ]

know; see; perceive, acquire
knowledge, become acquainted,

know by experience, have a
knowledge of something;

recognize, admit, acknowledge,
confess

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative
with the 3  personrd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #3045 
BDB #393

The NET Bible: Heb “know him.” The verb éÈãÇò (yadah, “to know”) includes mental awareness of who God is and
the consequential submission to his lordship. To know him is to obey him. The sage is calling for a life of trust
and obedience in which the disciple sees the Lord in every event and relies on him. To acknowledge the Lord
in every event means trusting and obeying him for guidance in right conduct.  44

Translation: In all your ways, acquire His knowledge...  There are many aspects to our lives.  We work, we have
family, we have relatives, we have a social life; we engage in financial transactions.  Continue to acknowledge
Him, to know Him, to acquire knowledge of Him in all that you do.  Make application of all forms of Bible doctrine
to your life. 

You cannot know God apart from revelation; He must reveal Himself and His knowledge to us.  We cannot sit on
some mountain somewhere and understand the Person and Character of God.  This is the reason for the Bible;
this is why He has provided His Word for us. 

This is also translated: In all your ways, acknowledge [or, know, recognize] Him; in everything that you do,
understand Who God is and how He is related to what you do.  This does not mean that you are about to make
a left turn, so you suddenly grab your Bible and study and study to determine whether or not you should make a
left turn.  You fill your soul with Bible doctrine.  This does not happen in one day or in one month or in one year. 
Learning God’s Word is a lifelong process.  Learning God’s thinking is a lifetime of study.  This does not mean
that you spend every waking moment in study.  Certain believers with specific spiritual gifts might spend 3 or 5
or 10 hours a day in study.  However, for most people, an hour a day is about right.  You are pummeled with
human viewpoint thinking every waking hour—whether you are reading a book or a newspaper, surfing the web,
watching television, going to school, going to work, talking with other people.  An hour a day where you devote
your thinking to God’s thinking—by means of a doctrinal pastor-teacher.  You get enough from this to begin to
understand your place in the world and your purpose in life. 

Once you have taken in Bible doctrine, then you simply live your life. 

Proverbs 3:6b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

hûw( (äåÌà) [pronounced
hoo]

he, it; himself as a demonstrative
pronoun: that, this (one); same

3  person masculinerd

singular, personal
pronoun; sometimes the

verb to be, is implied

Strong’s #1931 
BDB #214

 From 44 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm


51 The Book of Proverbs

Proverbs 3:6b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

This pronoun can be used in the emphatic sense.  Sometimes, the verb to be is implied when this pronoun is
used. 

yâshar (éÈÉùÇø)
[pronounced yaw-

SHAHR]

to make smooth, to make
straight, to make straight one’s
going, to go straightforward; to
lead straight along, to direct; to
esteem as right, to approve of

3  person masculinerd

singular, Piel imperfect
Strong’s #3474 

BDB #448

The NET Bible: The verb éÈùÈø (yashar) means “to make smooth; to make straight” (BDB 444 s.v.). This phrase
means “to make the way free from obstacles,” that is, to make it successful (e.g., Isa 40:3). The straight, even
road is the right road; God will make the way smooth for the believer.  45

Rickard: Yashar means more than guidance; it means God removes the obstacles, making a smooth path or
way of life...and bringing one to the appointed goal.  46

Lange’s Commentary: The idea of the verb éÀéÇùÅÌø is not that of guidance [E. V.: “shall direct thy paths”], but that
of making straight (STUART), or, perhaps, better still, making smooth (FUERST, DE W., KAMPH.).  47

( râthôwth (àÃøÈúåÉú)o

[pronounced oh-raw-
THOHTH]

[well-trodden] paths, ways,
paths; figuratively, way of life,

mode of life; habits

masculine plural noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #734 
BDB #73

Translation: ...and He [even He] will smooth out your paths [in life].  In the ancient world, their roads, for the most
part, sucked.  Whether riding a horse, a camel, a mule or some sort of chariot, having a smooth road was much
preferable over having a road that is filled with bumps and a road that is all messtup.  We have all driven on roads
with potholes, and we see these potholes and wonder, “What the heck am I paying taxes for?” 

The idea is more related to God’s going out ahead of you and smoothing out the roads before you, than divine
guidance. 

Dr. Thomas Constable: How can we tell if a proverb is a promise as well as a proverb? We can do so
by consulting the rest of Scripture. If a proverb expresses a truth promised elsewhere in Scripture, we
know that we can rely on it being absolutely true. A proverb is by definition a saying that accurately
represents what is usually true, not what is true without exception. For example, the proverb "An apple
a day keeps the doctor away" teaches that eating fruit regularly will help keep you healthy. It is not a
promise that if you will eat an apple every day you will never get sick and have to go to a doctor.
Proverbs are slices of life that picture what life is usually like. In the case of Proverbs 3:5-6 we have
the repetition of a promise made numerous times in Scripture that people who trust God will
experience His guidance through life.  48

V. 6 reads: In all your ways, acquire His knowledge and He [even He] will smooth out your paths [in life]. 
Deut. 4:5–6 is very similar to this: See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded
me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it.  Keep them and do them,
for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these

 From 45 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 

 From 46 http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed January 31, 2015. 

 From 47 http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm accessed February 7, 2015. 

 From 48 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 3, 2015. 
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statutes, will say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.' (ESV; capitalized)  You must
acknowledge God, and then you must know Him, in order to be guided by Him. 

Dr. Robert Dean has important things to say on this verse: 

Dean on Trusting in the Lord

Verse 6 expands our understanding. It takes the thought from trusting in God to a further step of knowing Him.
Proverbs 3:6 (NASB) In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. The word that
is translated "acknowledge" is from a basic word [yada] which means to know, and it is used here in a form that
means to know God. It is not unlike the use of the word "knowledge" for God back in Proverbs 2:5 . We can only
discover the knowledge of God or know God personally if we are seeking truth, seeking His Word fully. And this
is the result. In all of our ways we know God, is a better way of putting it, although most of the translations
translate it as acknowledge it has more to do with knowing God so that our knowledge of Him and the way God
thinks, through His Word, permeates all of the areas of our life, all of the categories of decisions that we make.
So it is more than just acknowledging Him, which has the idea of sort of admitting that He is in control or
confessing His sovereignty. It is "in all our ways we know Him." In other words, our knowledge of Him is
impacting every area of our life.  

What is the result of that? It is the last part of verse 6: He will direct our paths [make your paths straight]. He
will smooth out our way is a good way to understand the Hebrew here. When we look at life and all the different
things that have happened and things that can happen and could happen, what we see here is that no matter
what decisions that we make, as long as our overall focus is on applying the Word of God to our life, even when
we make decisions that could have unpleasant circumstances and consequences, God is the one who
straightens out our path and goes before us. He is protecting us, He guards us from those negative
consequences, and He guides and directs out lives in an unseen way. The key, though, is that we have to put
our focus upon Him, our attention upon Him. This is why the one who trusts in Him is blessed-Jeremiah 17:7 
(NASB) Blessed is the man who trusts [batach] in the LORD And whose trust is the LORD.

Psalm 56:3–4  (NASB) When I am afraid, I will put my trust [batach] in You. In God, whose word I praise, In God
I have put my trust [batach]; I shall not be afraid. What can {mere} man do to me? We have uncertainties in life,
we don't know what this afternoon or tomorrow will bring. We often think that things will continue in the future
as they have in the past, but there are all sorts of things that can change that. Often God surprises us because
He needs to take us through a training process and we never know what may occur tomorrow. We often fear,
we put our focus on the circumstances of life; but what we need instead is to have our confidence in Him, not
in the details of life. 

Psalm 91:2  (NASB) I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!" 

In contrast we are not to trust in human sources of strength-how much money we have in the bank, our job, our
career, our education. These are not to be our ultimate sources of confidence; we are to trust in the Lord, not
put confidence in man.

From deanbible.org; accessed February 1, 2015 (slightly edited). 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

In life, there will be difficulties, but with God, these things can be smoothed out and made easier. 

The Pulpit Commentary: He Himself shall make them [your paths, roads] straight, or level, removing
all obstacles out of the way.  49

 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, courtesy of e-sword,49

Prov. 3:6. 

http://deanbible.org/completed-studies-menu/old-testament-studies-menu/message/10-choices-consequences-commitment-and-correction/read
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Proverbs 3:5–6 (graphic); picture from the Next Web; accessed January 18, 2015. 

God certainly makes our lives interesting. 
God gives us a great deal of latitude when it
comes to directing our own lives, but now
and again, He throws us a curve ball,
requiring us to apply a little doctrine and think
outside the box. 

Application: I was asked to leave a job that
I had for many years and it was an unfair
dismissal.  However, I knew that this was of
God, so I went with it.  There were a lot of
things I could have done, but they were
against my own values; they were against the
Bible doctrine that I learned.  So, I simply
accepted the injustice and moved on.  I tried
two other places, and things did not work out
in either place, so I retired.  Because of the
blessing which God had given to me over the

years, I am able to function very well in semi-retirement and devote several hours a day to the study of the Word
of God (which includes a great deal of writing).  I have no idea how many pages I have written.  I am guessing
around 30,000 pages.  Every chapter that I am able to study and write about runs anywhere from 200 to 400
pages, and I am able to do a chapter every month or two.  I could not have done this in my previous work; it would
have been impossible.  I was writing then, but only for 1–2 hours each day.  God had a plan and he worked it all
out.  He made what could have been a very difficult transition in life smooth and productive. 

Application: This does not mean I have written 30,000 original pages.  The doctrine of Human Viewpoint Versus
Divine Viewpoint was learned in Berachah Church under the ministry of R. B. Thieme, Jr.  That doctrine is found
here, in Gen. 18, and is separately placed into the 300 or so doctrines posted at my website (www.kukis.org). 
In other words, there are a great many things repeated.  My attempt is to make each chapter of the Bible
complete, with all the references needed, so that a person studying it does not have to leave that document and
check another doctrine elsewhere in order to understand what is being said.  I have to balance this against
inserting, for instance, the Doctrine of Human Viewpoint Versus Divine Viewpoint in each and every chapter
of the Word of God. 

Application: Life is filled with difficulties and we do not get to go through life avoiding every difficulty.  This is the
great blessing which comes from Bible doctrine.  Life happens and problems continue to occur; and there are
difficulties in life that you cannot avoid.  However, God smooths out the road, so that, even if we don’t want to
travel down a particular road, God makes it all okay. 

Application: Since God does not speak to us audibly and since He does not speak to us in dreams, one might
think that divine guidance to be quite difficult to apprehend.  However, as you learn more and more doctrine, your
future paths because easier and easier to determine.  Sometimes, God just shuts every door but the one He wants
you to go through.  Sometimes, when weighing all the pros and cons, one decision is related to doctrine, and the
other decisions are not. 

Application: What is the experience of most believers who learn the Word of God: they study and learn this or
that set of doctrines; and in their life, application is made from that understanding. 

From the Evidence Bible, in consideration of these two verses: “It was the Lord who put it into my mind
. . . I could feel His hand upon me...There is no question the inspiration was from the Holy Spirit
because He comforted me with rays of marvelous illumination from the Holy Scriptures...No one
should fear to undertake any task in the name of our Savior if it is just and if the intention is purely for

http://thenextweb.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2011/08/off-the-beaten-path.jpeg
http://www.kukis.org
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His holy service. The gospel must still be preached to so many lands in such a short time. This is what
convinces me.” Christopher Columbus (from his diary, in reference to his discovery of “the New
World”)  50

vv. 5–6 read: Trust in Jehovah with all your heart and do not rely upon your own human viewpoint.  Continue
to acquire knowledge of Him in all your ways and He will smooth out your life and its direction.  This is all about
divine viewpoint versus human viewpoint and divine guidance. 

The Pulpit Commentary on Divine Guidance

I. The Need of Divine Guidance. Several considerations force this upon us; e.g. : 
1. The complexity of life. The longer we live, the more do we feel the profound mystery that touches

us on every side. Innumerable avenues open out to us. Innumerable claims are made upon us.
Conflicting duties perplex us. We feel as autumn leaves before the driving winds. We are helpless
to choose and follow the right.  

2. Our ignorance of the future. Like Columbus, we set our sails to cross unknown seas. We know not
what a day will bring forth, yet we must boldly face the next day, and plan for many a day in
advance. Our whole life must be arranged with respect to the future. We live in the future. Yet the
future is hidden from us. How needful, then, to be guided on to that unknown land by One who sees
the end from the beginning! 

3. The claims of duty. We need a guide if we have only our own interests to consider. Much more is
this the case when we are called to serve God. We are not free to choose our own path, even if we
have light to do so. The servant must learn the will of his master before he can know what he is to
do. Our prayer should be not so much that God should guide us safely, as that he should show us
his way.  

II. The Condition of Divine Guidance. This is trust. The lower animals are guided by God through
unconscious instincts. But having endowed us with a higher nature, God has given to us the dangerous
privilege of a larger liberty, and the serious responsibility of voluntarily choosing or rejecting his guidance.
But then he vouchsafes this great help on the simplest of all conditions. We have not to deserve it, to
attain to it by any skill or labour, but simply to trust with the most childlike faith. Consider what this 
1. Self-surrender. "Lean not to your own understanding." We sometimes pray for God"s guidance

insincerely. We want him to guide us into our own way. But his guidance is useless when we should
go the same way without it. It is only when human wisdom diverges from Divine wisdom that we are
called expressly to follow the latter; we do so unconsciously under easier circumstances. This does
not mean, however, that we are to stultify our intellect; we must rather seek God"s Spirit to enlighten
it not lean to our understanding, but to God for the strengthening of that understanding.  

2. Whole-hearted faith. "Trust in God with all your heart." It is useless to have certain faint opinions
about the wisdom of God. Every thought, affection, and desire must be given over to his direction;
at least, we must honestly aim at doing this. The more completely we trust the more surely will God
guide us, 

3. Active faith. God guides, but we must follow His directions. The traveler is not carried up the
mountain by his guide; he follows of his own will. It is vain for us to pray for a Divine leading unless
we consent to follow the directions indicated to us.  

III. The Method of Divine Guidance.  
1. Through our own conscience. Conscience is our natural guide. It is not, therefore, the less Divine;

for God is the Author of our nature. Conscience, clear and healthy, is the voice of God in the soul.
But conscience is liable to corruption with the rest of our nature. Hence the need of prayer for the
gift of the Holy Spirit to purify, enlighten, and strengthen it.  

2. Through inspired teaching. God guides one man through his message to another. Prophets and
apostles are messengers of Divine guidance. We need such direction outside our own consciences,
especially in our present imperfect condition, or we may mistake the echoes of old prejudices and
the promptings of self-interest for voices of God. God"s word in the Bible is "a lamp to our feet.”  

 From 50 http://www.evidencebible.com/pdf/29_Proverbs_1_to_15.pdf accessed January 20, 2015. 

http://www.evidencebible.com/pdf/29_Proverbs_1_to_15.pdf
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The Pulpit Commentary on Divine Guidance

3. Through the disposition of events. God guides us in his overruling providence, now closing
dangerous ways, now opening up new paths. 

From The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, courtesy of e-sword,
Prov. 3:5 (slightly edited). 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Gary North asks the question: Does God require that every decision we make throughout the day be
prayed about? Do we need to pray each time we decide to cross a street? No. The psychology of total
dependence is to lead to responsible decision-making, not to endless self-doubts and hesitation about
our familiar daily activities. We should hide God’s word in our hearts, so that godly, careful behavior
takes place instinctively, analogous to the way that a trained athlete does not think about each
response, each move of his body. The athlete trains in advance; the Christian should do the same.  51

Charles Simeon’s Horae Homileticae on, Our confidence in God

As creatures, we are of necessity dependent on Him who first gave us our existence: for in Him we live, and
move, and have our being. But it is by no means sufficient for us to acknowledge this as a truth which we cannot
controvert: we must acquiesce in it as a state that we approve, and glory in it as our highest privilege. Our
confidence in God...must be Entire, Exclusive, and Uniform. 

We must trust in the Lord "with all our heart." There must be no aversion to such an appointment as
unnecessary, no distrust of it as insufficient.  We should view ourselves as utterly incapable of ensuring our own
happiness: and we should regard God as engaged to order every thing for our good.  We should not for a
moment doubt his wisdom to discern what shall eventually prove best for us, nor His power to execute it,
however great or numerous the difficulties may be which appear to obstruct its accomplishment.  We must be
persuaded, that His love delights in caring for us, and that his truth and faithfulness will perform all that in His
unbounded mercy He has undertaken in our behalf.  From this conviction we must commit all our concerns to
Him.  to be ordered and overruled as He in His infinite wisdom shall see best...He is able to keep, and will
assuredly keep, what we have so committed to Him, so as to bring all our affairs to a blessed and successful
issue (Psalm 37:5  with 2 Timothy 1:12).

We must "not lean to our own understanding." so as to rely on it for any thing.  We are to use our understanding
indeed, but not to transfer to it any measure of that dependence which should be placed on God only.  We know
not what would be the ultimate issue of any one thing.  We are ready to suppose, that whatever obstructs our
wishes for a time, will endanger their final accomplishment: whereas God often makes those very events
subservient to His Own gracious purposes, and uses them as means whereby His ends shall be fulfilled.  This
was remarkably the case with Joseph, in all his trials: and there is no true believer who will not acknowledge,
that in his own experience many things which have been desired by him would have proved injurious, and many
things which have been deprecated by him have been overruled for his welfare.  From a full conviction that "a
man's way is not in himself, and that it is not in man that walks to direct his steps (see Jeremiah 10:23), we must
[commit ourselves]...in an entire dependence on the divine guidance and direction.  We are doubtless to use
all proper means for attaining what on the whole appears most desirable: but the relying on our own devices,
as calculated of themselves to ensure success, is the thing which God has marked with His strongest
disapprobation (see Isaiah 22:8-11  30:1-3  31:1-3.]  The doing of this demonstrates our folly (Proverbs 28:26),
and exposes us to the heaviest curse (Jeremiah 17:5-6).  We must therefore altogether "cease from our own
wisdom (Proverbs 23:4).

 From 51 http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf (chapter 7) accessed February 3, 2015. 

http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf
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Charles Simeon’s Horae Homileticae on, Our confidence in God

"In all our ways we must acknowledge him;" not in those only which seem to be of greater importance, but in
all without exception.  It is not in the rise and fall of empires only that God's hand is to be viewed, but in the
falling of a sparrow, or in any event equally insignificant.  We are apt to consider some things as important, and
others as unimportant; but the truth is, that in God's sight nothing is important (except as it may advance his
glory); nor is there any thing unimportant as it relates to us.  Many things which in their effects and
consequences have been of the greatest imaginable importance, may in their origin be traced to the slightest
possible occurrence.  If we look into the book of Esther, we shall see this observation confirmed in its utmost
extent.  Nor is God to be acknowledged only in those events which would be deemed small, but in those also
which are casual, or, as we call them, accidental: "the lot (than which nothing is more casual) is cast into the
lap, but the whole disposal thereof is of the Lord." In every thing therefore, whether great or small, painful or
pleasant, concerted or fortuitous, God must be acknowledged as having sent it, if past, and as having the entire
disposal of it, if future.

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/shh/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015 (edited). 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

——————————

You will not be wise in your eyes; fear
Y howah and turn away from evil.e  

Proverbs
3:7

Do not become wise in your own estimation,
[but] fear/respect Y howah and turn away frome

evil. 

Do not become wise in your own conceit, but fear and respect Jehovah as you turn away from evil. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) You will not be wise in your eyes; fear Y howah and turn away from evil.e  
Latin Vulgate Be not wise in thy own conceit: fear God, and depart from evil:... 
Peshitta (Syriac) Be not wise in your own eyes; revere the LORD, and depart from evil. 
Septuagint (Greek) Be not wise in your own conceit; but fear God, and depart from all evil. 

Significant differences: The Latin and Greek both have conceit rather than eyes, but that is an interpretation
of what we have here. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Put no high value on your wisdom: let the fear of the Lord be before you, and keep
yourself from evil:... 

Easy English Do not be proud about your own wisdom. 
Respect God and refuse to do evil actions. 

Easy-to-Read Version Don’t depend on your own wisdom. But respect the Lord and stay away from evil. 
Good News Bible (TEV) Never let yourself think that you are wiser than you are; simply obey the LORD and

refuse to do wrong. 
The Message Don't assume that you know it all. Run to GOD! Run from evil! 
New Simplified Bible Do not think you are wise enough. Respect Jehovah and turn away from evil. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/shh/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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Contemporary English V. Don't ever think that you are wise enough, but respect the LORD and stay away
from evil. 

New Berkeley Version Be not wise in your own eyes; 
revere the LORD and depart from evil. 

New Century Version Don't depend on your own wisdom. 
Respect the Lord and refuse to do wrong. 

New Life Version Do not be wise in your own eyes. Fear the Lord and turn away from what is sinful. 
New Living Translation Don't be impressed with your own wisdom. 

Instead, fear the Lord and turn away from evil. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

Beck’s American Translation Don’t think you are wise. 
Fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 

International Standard V Do not be wise in your own opinion. 
Fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Do not give thyself airs of wisdom; enough that thou shouldst fear God and shun
ill-doing; here is health for the midmost of thy being, here is sap for the marrow of
thy bones.  V. 8 is included for context. 

Translation for Translators Do not be proud of being wise. 
Instead, revere Yahweh 
and turn away from doing evil. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Never be wise in your eyes: Fear Yahweh, and turn from evil:... 
Ferar-Fenton Bible And in your own eyes be not wise, Fear JEHOVAH and turn off from wrong;... 
Lexham English Bible Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear Yahweh and retreat from evil. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) Do not consider yourself wise, fear God, and turn away from evil. 
New Jerusalem Bible Do not congratulate yourself on your own wisdom, fear Yahweh and turn your back

on evil:... 
Revised English Bible Do not be wise in your own estimation; fear the LORD and turn from evil. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Don't be conceited about your own wisdom; but fear ADONAI, and turn from evil. 
exeGeses companion Bible ...be not wise in your own eyes;  

awe Yah Veh and turn aside from evil... 
JPS (Tanakh—1985) Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

Fear the Lord and shun evil. 
Judaica Press Complete T. Do not be wise in your own sight; fear the Lord and turn away from evil... 
Orthodox Jewish Bible Be not chacham in thine own eyes; fear Hashem, and depart from rah. 
Restored Names Version Do not be wise in your own eyes.  Fear Yahuwah and depart from evil. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Be not wise in your own eyes; reverently fear and worship the Lord and turn
[entirely] away from evil. 

The Expanded Bible Don't ·depend on your own wisdom [ be wise in your own eyes]. L

·Respect [Fear; Hold in awe] the Lord and ·refuse to do wrong [ turn awayL

from evil]. 
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Kretzmann’s Commentary Be not wise in thine own eyes, puffed up with an imagined superiority on account
of possible greater learning, since the wisdom of this world is not essential before
God; fear the Lord, such reverence for Jehovah serving to set aside one's own
wisdom, and depart from evil, this course being natural in the case of a child of God,
to whom all wickedness is undesirable and loathsome. 

NET Bible® Do not be wise in your own estimation [Heb "in your own eyes" (so NAB, NIV,
NRSV); NLT "Don't be impressed with your own wisdom."]; 
fear the Lord and turn away from evil [The second colon clarifies the first. If one
fears the Lord and turns away from evil, then he is depending on the Lord and not
wise in his own eyes. There is a higher source of wisdom than human insight.].  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 7-8: Protection from Mental Attitude Sins} 
Be not 'wise' {chakam} in your own eyes.  {Note: This is an idiom for pride and
arrogance - and the whole string of mental attitude sins.} 
Respect/'Be in awe of' Jehovah/God.  {principal of 'Occupation with Christ'}  And
depart from 'the evil'.  {the Spirit filled life - salvation, rebound when necessary, take
in doctrine, apply it to life - overcomes evil, which here is emphasizing your own 'old
sin nature'}. 

The Voice And don't think you can decide on your own what is right and what is wrong. 
Respect the Eternal; turn and run from evil. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear Yahweh and withdraw from evil. 
English Standard Version Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) Be not wise in your own conceit, but fear the Lord, and depart from evil:... 
Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear Yhwh and turn aside/away from evil. 
World English Bible Don't be wise in your own eyes. Fear Yahweh, and depart from evil. 
Young’s Updated LT Be not wise in your own eyes, Fear Jehovah, and turn aside from evil. 

The gist of this verse: Do not think yourself wise if you have human wisdom.  Fear God and turn away
from evil. 

Proverbs 3:7a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

hâyâh (äÈéÈä) [pronounced
haw-YAW]

to be, is, was, are; to become, to
come into being; to come to

pass

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong's #1961 

BDB #224

châkâm (çÈëÈí)
[pronounced khah-

KAWM]

capable of knowing [judging];
intelligent, wise; skillful, adept,

proficient; subtle, crafty

masculine singular
adjective

Strong’s #2450 
BDB #314

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88
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Proverbs 3:7a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

)êynayim (òÅéðÇéÄí)
[pronounced ìay-nah-

YIM]

eyes, two eyes, literal eye(s),
spiritual eyes; face, appearance,

form; surface

feminine dual noun with
the 2  person masculinend

singular suffix

Strong’s #5869 
(and #5871) 

BDB #744

This phrase is literally in your eyes, but it can be translated in your opinion, in your estimation, to your way of
thinking, as you see [it].  The dual and plural forms of this word appear to be identical.  Possibly, this could also
mean, as you please, as you want, as you desire, whatever you think is right. 

Translation: Do not become wise in your own estimation,...  I changed this portion of v. 7 into an imperative. 
Many times, when a negative is used, this expresses a prohibition, even though the imperative mood is not used
(the negative commandments are expressed in this way).  

The verb is to be, but it can also mean to become.  We are not to become wise in our own thinking, by our own
estimation, in our own opinion.  This means that we take our own training as a child, combine it with whatever we
learn in our current culture, and combine that with whatever rationalizations that we use to excuse our own
behavior, and we call the sum-total of that wisdom.  It is not wisdom; it is a self-serving philosophy.  This is the
thinking of all liberals (whether they are culturally, politically or religiously liberal). 

Application: Even this approach is bankrupt.  The unbeliever cannot come up with a consistent morality; he must
always list exceptions to it.  For instance, I asked a friend of mine what he could state is his philosophical or moral
norm, and he said, “I believe that I should treat everyone with respect and kindness.”  However, this minimal norm
was not something that he could maintain in his own life, as he was sleeping with a married woman at this time. 
So, he was not showing much respect or kindness toward her husband. 

What is often fascinating about this person, who is wise in his own estimation, is that a different environment could
give him an entirely different set of values.  For many people, the culture is an overriding factor in what is right and
wrong.  When I was younger, there was no confusion about homosexual acts being wrong and perverted; today,
if you think that homosexual acts are wrong or sinful, you may find yourself ostracized by the more enlightened. 

If you have ever had a disagreement with someone on the internet, it takes only but a little time for their arrogance
to become apparent.  But David tells Solomon, “Do not become wise in your own estimation.”  In other words, you
do not get to set the standards for what is wise and what is not. 

Our wisdom comes from God; it does not come from within.  Bible quotations are from the ESV; capitalized. 

Being Wise in Your Own Estimation

1. Although God has given us minds with which to think and to reason, He reveals truth in His Word. 
2. Man’s wisdom of morality is wrong, inconsistent and self-serving.  We learn this from our parents, our

culture, our teachers and our friends. 
3. However, the bulk of our wisdom is based upon our own self-serving motivation or that of others. 
4. Very brilliant men devise great-sounding arguments against God, but this is simply to support their own

desire to not be under any objective authority.  This is their desire not to face an ultimate judgment. 
1) As an aside, although many brilliant men have written books which question God or are critical of

Scripture, their arguments are a lot less persuasive than you might think. 
2) There are numerous sites dedicated to attacking the Bible and attacking the truth of Scripture; but

you would be surprised on just how weak their arguments are.  See [so-called] Bible
Contradictions (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

5. Everyone has a sin nature.  Everyone does things which are wrong.  When they are exposed for their

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Bible_contradictions.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Bible_contradictions.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Bible_contradictions.wpd
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Being Wise in Your Own Estimation

wrongdoing, they often reject the source of this exposure.  We have today the example of homosexual
movement, which, on the one hand, fully and completely rejects the Bible; and, on the other hand, tries
to explain away passages which are against what they want to do.  They believe that they are wise in their
own estimation. 

6. As Dummelow put it, We are easily misled by passion and sin.  1

7. God’s wisdom of morality is perfect, right, consistent and is designed for the best of all mankind. 
8. Moses said that there is a system of worship and law that the Jews were to follow.  They were not do do

what was right in their own eyes.  Deut. 12:8 
9. One of the most morally bankrupt times for Israel occurs during the time of the judges, and one refrain

which we hear over and over again is, And everyman did what was right in his own eyes.  Judges 17:6 
21:27  

10. Prov. 3:7 tells us: Do not become wise in your own estimation, [but] fear/respect Y howah and turn awaye

from evil.  We know what fear/respect for Y howah from Scripture (we know Who He is from Scripture). e

We learn about what evil is from Scripture. 
11. Being wise in one’s eyes is often a result of self-serving arrogance from a soul which is anti-authority. 

Psalm 12:3–4  May the LORD cut off all flattering lips, the tongue that makes great boasts, those who
say, "With our tongue we will prevail, our lips are with us; who is master over us?" 

12. Often, the arrogant cannot even be counseled with good advice.  Prov. 12:15  The way of a fool is right
in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice. 

13. The Bible warns us that self-serving arrogance leads to death.  Prov. 14:12  There is a way that seems
right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 

14. Men make all kinds of plans and have all kinds of ideas, but God makes the final decision.  Prov. 16:1–2 
The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD.  All the ways of
a man are pure in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the spirit.  See also Prov. 21:2 

15. Solomon warns young people of their youthful arrogance, and how that it is all vanity.  Eccles. 11:8–10 
So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that the days of darkness
will be many. All that comes is vanity.  Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you
in the days of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. But know that for all
these things God will bring you into judgment.  Remove vexation from your heart, and put away pain from
your body, for youth and the dawn of life are vanity. 

16. Therefore, our confidence needs to be directed toward God and not toward our own selves.  Our trust
should be in His wisdom and not our own. 

17. God has revealed wisdom to us.  We are fools if we reject it.  Prov. 28:26  Whoever trusts in his own mind
is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered. 

18. The ultimate of God’s wisdom is Jesus Christ.  And because of Him [God] you are in Christ Jesus, who
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption (1Cor. 1:30) 

 From 1 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcb/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 3, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

What follows this phrase will be the contrast; what Solomon ought to do instead. 

Throughout Scripture, readers are warned not to think too highly of themselves or of their own personal standards. 

Donald Hunt: Man doesn’t have to possess very much knowledge, it seems, until it goes to his head.  52

 From 52 http://www.collegepress.com/cp/pdf/16%20Proverbs.pdf accessed February 8, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:7b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

yârê( (éÈøÀà) [pronounced
yaw-RAY]

fear, be afraid; have fear-
respect, revere, have a

reverential respect

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative
Strong’s #3372 

BDB #431

(êth (àÆç) [pronounced
ayth]

untranslated generally;
occasionally to, toward

indicates that the
following substantive is a

direct object

Strong's #853
BDB #84

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

Translation: ...[but] fear/respect Y howah...e   Think about God; fear God; respect God.  In the Old Testament, the
believer was to recognize that God could cast them into hell; and that God could destroy their nation and all of the
safety and security that they depended upon.  So, they were to think about God and to fear Him. 

Since we have covered the concept of fear of the Lord back in Prov. 1 and 2, it will not be repeated here. 
However, we will repeat the definition. 

Definition of Fear of the Lord

Definition: the fear of the Lord (or a fear of God) means: 
1. A person believes in God. 
2. A person believes in both the power of God and the involvement of God in our lives. 
3. A person believes that there are divine consequences for behavior, whether or not there is a

governmental entity to punish wrongdoing. 
4. A person who fears God concentrates upon Him; thinks about Him. 
5. One of Solomon’s conclusions of a futile examination of what the world has to offer, is The end of the

matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man
(Eccles. 12:13).  Fearing God is reaching spiritual maturity.  Keeping God’s commandments during the
Jewish Age was not a means of salvation, but a means of preserving nation Israel and teaching God’s
Word to subsequent generations. 

6. Therefore, fear of the Lord indicates spiritual maturity in the Old Testament. 

See the full doctrine of Fear of the Lord (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

As long as most of Israel thought about God, God would not harm them.  If most of Israel was interested in God,
then God would not destroy this nation. 

Proverbs 3:7c

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/fearoflordot.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/fearoflordot.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/fearoflordot.wpd
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Proverbs 3:7c

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

çûwr (ñåÌø) [pronounced
soor]

turn aside, depart, go away;
remove; avoid

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative

Strong's #5493
(and #5494) 

BDB #693

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

ra) (øÇò) [pronounced
rahì]

evil, bad, wicked; evil in
appearance, deformed; misery,

distress, injury; that which is
displeasing [disagreeable,
unhappy, unfortunate, sad]

masculine singular
adjective/noun

Strong’s #7451 
BDB #948

Translation: ...and turn away from evil.  Evil is the thinking and philosophy of Satan; and all believers are to turn
away from evil.  We are to avoid evil; we are to depart from evil. 

From the Doctrine of Evil (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD): Evil is both the thinking and policy of Satan in his desire to
become God. What stands in opposition to evil is grace, which represents both the thinking and policy of God. 
Satan desires to use his policy of evil in order to influence and pervert the souls of mankind.  Evil, therefore, can
be a simple distortion of God's Word and His directives.  Evil permeates all aspects of thought and life as it
pertains to mankind: religion, philosophy, society, etc.  Evil thinking can manifest itself in apostasy, legalism,
socialism and other various human panaceas, Gaia (= earth) worship, racism and liberalism. 

Even though sin is a part of the strategy of evil, so is human good.  Evil incorporates sin and human good,
whichever works toward the devil’s ends.  As an example, all revolutions involve a coalition of the hard-core, power
hungry revolutionary leaders (sin) and the much larger group of their dupes, who believe in their cause and ideals
(human good).  No revolution can move forward without both sets of people. 

Now note the contrast which we find in this verse: Do not become wise in your own conceit, but fear and respect
Jehovah as you turn away from evil.  Thinking that you are wise refers to human viewpoint.  We know this,
because for 3 chapters, King David talks about the importance of wisdom.  But being wise in your own eyes means
that you have come to conclusions about right and wrong, good and evil, God and man, all by yourself (or with
help from your parents and culture).  That is the wrong place to look.  Where is the beginning of wisdom?  With
fear and respect for Y howah.  When you begin there, you turn away from evil, which is the thinking of Satan. e

——————————

What follows is one of the most difficult verses I have ever come across in Scripture.  However, the concept here
is quite simple and straightforward—I just did not get it at first.  Many translators connect vv. 7 and 8—and for very
good reason.  The interpretation is quite simple: Bible doctrine is good for the soul and good for the body.  With
the right mental attitude, your body can better combat disease. 

We are able to understand this verse in part because we know the overall setup of these first 10 verses.  T

A healing you are to your naval and a
moistening [you are] to your bones. 

Proverbs
3:8

You are a healing to your naval and a
refreshment [or, marrow] to your bones. 

This approach to life will result in a good mental attitude and good health. 

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/evil.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/evil.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/evil.wpd
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Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) A healing you are to your naval and a moistening [you are] to your bones. 
Latin Vulgate For it shall be health to thy navel, and moistening to thy bones. 
Peshitta (Syriac) It shall be healing to your flesh and marrow to your bones. 
Septuagint (Greek) Then shall there be health to your body, and good keeping to your bones. 

Significant differences: The word used can mean healing or health.  The Syriac has marrow and the Greek
has good keeping rather than moistening; however, the concept is about the same. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English This will give strength to your flesh, and new life to your bones. 
Easy English This will bring health to your body. 

This will bring strength to your bones. 
Easy-to-Read Version If you do this, then it will be like medicine for your body or a refreshing drink that

makes you strong again. 
Good News Bible (TEV) If you do, it will be like good medicine, healing your wounds and easing your pains. 
The Message Your body will glow with health, your very bones will vibrate with life! 
Names of God Bible Then your body will be healed, 

and your bones will have nourishment. 
NIRV That will bring health to your body. 

It will make your bones strong. 
New Simplified Bible This will make you healthy, and you will feel strong. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. This will make you healthy, and you will feel strong. 
The Living Bible Don't be conceited, sure of your own wisdom. Instead, trust and reverence the Lord,

and turn your back on evil; when you do that, then you will be given renewed health
and vitality.  V. 7 is included for context. 

New Berkeley Version ...it will be healing to your body [“Navel,” the vital center of the body’s being before
birth.] and nourishment to your bones. 

New Century Version Then your body will be healthy, 
and your bones will be strong. 

New Life Version It will be healing to your body and medicine to your bones. 
New Living Translation Then you will have healing for your body 

and strength for your bones. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible In your own skills never trust; fear God and turn from all that is bad, then to your
body, there will come healing, and care will be shown to your bones.  V. 7 is
included for context. 

Beck’s American Translation Then your body will be healthy, 
and your bones will be refreshed. 

International Standard V This will bring healing to your body, 
and refreshment to your bones. 

Translation for Translators If you do that, your body will be healthy/strong; 
it will be like medicine for you. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 
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Ancient Roots Translinear It is health to your umbilical-cord, and a beverage to your bones. 
Ferar-Fenton Bible For it will be health to your nerves, And come like a drink to your bones. 
Jubilee Bible 2000 It shall be medicine to thy navel and marrow to thy bones. 
Lexham English Bible There shall be healing for your {flesh}, and refreshment for your body. 
NIV – UK This will bring health to your body 

and nourishment to your bones. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) This will be a medicine to your body and a relief to your bones. 
The Heritage Bible It shall be health to your umbilical cord, and moisture to your bones. 
New American Bible (2011) This will mean health for your flesh 

and vigor for your bones. 
New Jerusalem Bible Do not congratulate yourself on your own wisdom, fear Yahweh and turn your back

on evil: health-giving, this, to your body, relief to your bones.  V. 7 is included for
context. 

Revised English Bible Let that be medicine to keep you in health, liniment for your limbs. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible This will bring health to your body and give strength to your bones. 
exeGeses companion Bible ...- healing to your navel  

and moisture to your bones. 
JPS (Tanakh—1985) It will be a cure for your body [Lit. “Navel.”], 

A tonic for your bones. 
Orthodox Jewish Bible It shall be rife'ut (health) to thy navel, and marrow to thy atzmot. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible It shall be health to your nerves and sinews, and marrow and moistening to your
bones. 

The Expanded Bible Then your body will be healthy, 
and your bones will be ·strong [refreshed]. 

The Geneva Bible It shall be health to thy navel [By this part he comprehends the whole body, as by
health he means all the benefits promised in the law both corporal and spiritual. ],
and marrow to thy bones. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary It shall be health to thy navel, considered as the center of the entire body, and
marrow to thy bones, refreshing the entire organism with vigor and strength; for
such is the effect of a good conscience and of an honest endeavor to serve the
Lord in faith. 

NET Bible® This will bring healing to your body, 
and refreshment to your inner self.  

Syndein/Thieme It shall 'lead to a healthy body'. {idiom: literally: 'health to your navel'} And 'strength
in your body'.  {idiom again: literally: 'marrow to your bones'}. 
{Note: The absence of arrogance and other mental attitude sins protects the
physical body as well as your spiritual condition.}. 

The Voice If you depend on Him, your body and mind will be free from the strain of a sinful life,
will experience healing and health, 
and will be strengthened at their core. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version This shall mean health to your flesh And refreshing drink to your bones. 
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Darby Translation Be not wise in thine own eyes; fear Jehovah, and depart from evil: it shall be health
for thy navel, and moisture for thy bones.  V. 7 is included for context. 

Emphasized Bible Healing, shall it be to thy body, and refreshing, to thy bones. 
English Standard Version It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. 
Green’s Literal Translation Healing shall be to your navel and marrow to your bones. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) Be not wise in your own conceit, but fear the Lord, and depart from evil: so shall

your navel be whole, and your bones strong.  V. 7 is included for context. 
New King James Version It will be health to your flesh [Literally navel, figurative of the body], 

And strength [Literally drink or refreshment] to your bones. 
Webster’s Bible Translation It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 
Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. let them become healthy to your navel, and refreshment to your bones. 
World English Bible It will be health to your body, And nourishment to your bones. 
Young’s Updated LT Healing it is to your navel, And moistening to your bones. 

The gist of this verse: Doctrine in the soul is also healthy for the body. 

Proverbs 3:8a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

riph (ûwth (øÄôÀàåÌú)e

[pronounced rihf-OOTH]
a healing; health feminine singular noun

Strong’s #7500 
BDB #951

This word is found only here in the Old Testament. 

hâyâh (äÈéÈä) [pronounced
haw-YAW]

to be, is, was, are; to become, to
come into being; to come to

pass

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong's #1961 

BDB #224

The NET Bible: Heb “it will be.” The form is Qal jussive of äÈéÈä (hayah) and is one of the rare uses of the volitive
to express purpose or result, even though there is no vav prefixed to it. This indicates that v. 8 is the outcome
of v. 7. If a person trusts in the Lord and fears him (vv. 5-7), God will bless him (v. 8).  53

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

shôr (ùÉø) [pronounced
shohr]

umbilical cord, navel, naval-
string

masculine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #8270 
BDB #1057

This word is only found here and in Ezek. 16:4. 

 From 53 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:8a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

The NET Bible: Heb “your navel” (cf. KJV, ASV). MT reads ùÈøÌÆêÈ (sharrekha, “your navel”) which functions as
a synecdoche of part (= navel) for the whole (= body), meaning “your body” (BDB 1057 s.v. ùÒø). The geminate
noun ùÒÉø (sor, “navel; navel-string [= umbilical cord]”) occurs only two other times in OT (Ezek 16:4; Song 7:3).
The LXX reads ôè óìáôß óïõ (tw swmati sou, “your body”). So the BHS editors suggest emending MT to the
more commonly used terms áÌÀùÒÈøÆêÈ (bÿsarekha, “your flesh”) or ùÀàÅøÆêÈ (shÿ’erekha, “your body”). But this kind of
emendation runs counter to the canons of textual criticism; normally the more difficult reading or rarer term is
preferred as original rather than a smooth reading or common term. Since “navel” occurs only twice elsewhere,
it is difficult to imagine that it would have been confused for these two more common terms and that a scribe
would mistakenly write “your navel” instead. If MT “your navel” is a synecdoche for “your body,” the LXX is not
pointing to a different textual tradition but is merely interpreting MT accordingly. In similar fashion, the English
versions which read “your body” are not rejecting the MT reading; they are merely interpreting the term as a
figure (synecdoche) for “your body.”  54

Translation: You are a healing to your naval...  This is quite an unusual beginning.  We have a set of imperatives
in vv. 3–7 (along with some negatives + an imperfect, which is a negative command); and then suddenly, we
simply have a statement which appears to be a statement of fact or a statement of reality.  An imperative will follow
in v. 9.  And where we might expect the text to say, and she is (referring back to wisdom), it reads you are (2nd

person masculine singular).  So, here is how I understand this: if Solomon accepts the teaching which David has
given him and applies the things which are commanded in the previous verses, this will be the result.  Now, the
idea is, in short, that Bible doctrine is so infused with the soul of Solomon that this in turn affects his health for the
better—but it is so much a part of Solomon’s thinking that Solomon himself causes these things to happen by his
own mental attitude. 

By NET Bible’s explanation above, the naval, as the center of your body, refers to the body, as perhaps the place
where life begins and emanates throughout.  But the believer with doctrine is healthier. 

However, much simpler than this is, when we are in the womb, we receive all of our nourishment through the
umbilical cord which is attached at our naval.  In the womb, we do not survive without this—it is the center of our
nourishment. 

Adam Clarke: the umbilical cord is...the life and growth of the fetus in the womb. Without [it]...no
human being could ever exist or be born; without [God’s revealed wisdom]...no true religion can ever
be found. Trust or faith in God is as necessary to derive grace from him to nourish the soul, and cause
it to grow up unto eternal life, as the navel string or umbilical cord is to the human being in the first
stage of its existence.  55

Much of the body—particularly the so-called vestigial organs—is designed to maintain our health and to ward of
infections and various sicknesses.  However, one of the greatest protectors of our health is the mental attitude;
with a good mental attitude, the body more readily fights off disease and infection. 

David appears to be saying, “So, you, Solomon, by having listened to my teaching and by taking doctrine into your
thinking, you are a healing to your own body.” 

We often think that God gives us a few more days (or months or years).  But the Bible is describing here even a
more intimate and organic function of doctrine.  Our bodies actually adapt and self-repair.  Let’s say God gives
us another year to live, but that year is spent in intensive care on a ventilator or hooked up to a variety of machines

 From 54 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:8 (edited). 55
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which keep the body alive.  The quality of life here is pretty close to nil.  But Bible doctrine in the soul actually is
helpful to our physical health.  Later, we will see that doctrine is related to being able to sleep without being filled
with worry or apprehension (v. 24).  Do you see how much value that is to the human body; to our personal health? 

Don’t misunderstand me on this point—I am not going full-on Christian Science here—we all have corrupt bodies
that will wear out and die.  However, Bible doctrine is good for your mental health and for your physical health. 

Allow me a tangent here, if you would: I mentioned Christian Science (which is neither Christian nor scientific). 
Cults of various kinds take a portion of the Bible which is true and then distort it into something that it is not.  The
Bible speaks to our health and the relationship of our spiritual life to our physical life.  But, this does not mean that
every Christian will enjoy perfect health.  This does not mean that there is some set of secrets in the Bible which
will allow us to live to age 120 (or whatever).  They take a few legitimate truths from Scripture, and devise an entire
philosophy around it. 

Along the same lines, the Bible and many things which Jesus said have been distorted by liberals, to make it
sound as if God is so concerned about the poor and need and sick, that we need to establish a socialistic
government so that these needs can all be met.   God is concerned about the welfare of the poor and the56

helpless; and God wants a society where such people are not ignored or left to fend for themselves when they are
unable to.  However, this is a far cry from the evils of socialism.  Again, this is taking a number of true principles
from Scripture, and then distorting them into a false theology. 

Proverbs 3:8b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

shiqqûwy (ùÄ÷ÌåÌé)
[pronounced shirk-KOO-

ee]
drink, refreshment; a moistening masculine singular noun

Strong’s #8250 
BDB #1052

This word is only found here and in Hosea 2:5. 

The NET Bible: Heb “drink.” The noun ùÄ÷ÌåÌé (shiqquy, “drink”) is a figure: metonymy of cause (= drink) for the
effect (= refreshment); see BDB 1052 s.v. Just as a drink of water would bring physical refreshment to one’s
body, trusting in God and turning away from evil will bring emotional refreshment to one’s soul.  57

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

)etsem (òÆöÆí)
[pronounced ìeh-TSEM]

bone, substance, self; self-same,
(very) same; corporeality,
duration, existence, and

therefore identity

feminine singular
substantive with the 2nd

person masculine
singular suffix

Strong’s #6106 
BDB #782

The NET Bible: Heb “your bones.” The term òÇöÀîåÉúÆéêÈ (’atsmotekha, “your bones”) functions as a synecdoche of
part (= bones) for the whole person (= physical and moral aspects); cf. Pss 6:3; 35:10; Prov 3:8; 14:30: 15:30;
16:24; Isa 66:14 and BDB 782 s.v. òÆöÆí 1.d. Scripture often uses the body to describe the inner person (A. R.
Johnson, The Vitality of the Individual in the Thought of Ancient Israel, 67-8).  58

 This is actually communist propaganda.  When they realized that they could not outright oppose the Bible; they chose instead56

to find whatever passages which appeared to support their economic theories.  From this, Liberation Theology was born. 

 From 57 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 

 From 58 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 18, 2015. 
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Translation: ...and a refreshment [or, marrow] to your bones.  You may know how incredible water can taste when
you are really thirsty and your body needs it.  You can almost feel the water travel throughout your entire body;
it is a wonderful feeling.  This is the idea behind Bible doctrine.  It provides strength for the entire body. 

The bones work the same way.  They must be watered, irrigated, refreshed and invigorated; they cannot be
allowed to languish (that is, dry out).   This is scientifically accurate, given the language used.  It is the marrow59

which provides the real strength to the bones.  Without marrow, bones become brittle and break easily.  Marrow
gives them some flexibility (think of a tree swaying in the wind). 

Clarke goes into great detail on the bones and the marrow: All the larger bones of the body have
either a large cavity, or they are spongious, and full of little cells: in both the one and the other the
oleaginous substance, called marrow, is contained in proper vesicles, like the fat. In the larger bones,
the fine oil, by the gentle heat of the body, is exhaled through the pores of its small vesicles, and
enters some narrow passages which lead to certain fine canals excavated in the substance of the
bone, that the marrow may supply the fibres of the bones, and render them less liable to break. Blood-
vessels also penetrate the bones to supply this marrow and this blood; and consequently the marrow
is supplied in the infant by means of the umbilical cord. From the marrow diffused, as mentioned
above, through the bones, they derive their solidity and strength. A simple experiment will cast
considerable light on the use of the marrow to the bones: - Calcine a bone, so as to destroy all the
marrow from the cells, you will find it exceedingly brittle. Immerse the same bone in oil so that the cells
may be all replenished, which will be done in a few minutes; and the bone reacquires a considerable
measure of its solidity and strength; and would acquire the whole, if the marrow could be extracted
without otherwise injuring the texture of the bone. After the calcination, the bone may be reduced to
powder by the hand; after the impregnation with the oil, it becomes hard, compact, and strong. What
the marrow is to the support and strength of the bones, and the bones to the support and strength of
the body.  60

Somehow, these ancient authors understood the importance of the marrow (moisture) of the bones.  We have our
passage, along with Prov. 17:22 A cheerful heart is a good medicine; But a broken spirit dries up the bones.  See
also Job 21:24 and Psalm 32:3. 

Bible doctrine in the soul is like the healing for the body and marrow for the bones.  There is both a parallel
situation and a direct relationship.  The parallel situation is, Bible doctrine feeds and strengthens the soul, just as
the marrow strengthens the bones.  The direction relationship is, Bible doctrine also strengthens the body. 

Wells of Living Water Commentary: This is true to experience. He who shuns every evil way, and
every evil fleshly desire, will find that it will mean much toward physical health and strength. Evil saps
every physical power that tends to stalwart manhood or womanhood.  If you want health in old age,
have sobriety in your youth. If you sow to the flesh, you will pay for every seed which you sow, in
physical and mental and spiritual suffering.  61

Joe Guglielmo: Have you ever seen a person who has lived a life of rebellion and abuse? I have many
times and they look older than they really are. Their bodies are a mess. You see, if you refuse to obey
God's Word, sin has a way of cutting your life short and fills it with restlessness.  62

Jay Adams: The Bible teaches that a peace of mind which leads to longer, happier living comes from
keeping God's commandments. A guilty conscience is a body-breaking load. A good conscience is
one significant factor which leads to longevity and physical health. And so, in a measure, one's

 Paraphrased from Lange 59 http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm accessed February 7, 2015. 

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:8. 60

 From 61 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/lwc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 4, 2015. 

 From 62 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
2015. 

http://biblehub.com/commentaries/lange/proverbs/3.htm
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/lwc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read
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somatic (bodily) welfare stems from the welfare of his soul. A close psychosomatic connection
between one's behavior before God and his physical condition is an established physical principle.  63

Unless otherwise noted, the translation used is the ESV; capitalized. 

Health and Bible Doctrine

Scripture Text/Commentary

Do not become wise in your own estimation, [but] fear/respect
Y howah and turn away from evil.e  You are a healing to your
naval and a refreshment [or, marrow] to your bones.
(Prov. 3:7–8; Kukis nearly literal)

You need to think divine viewpoint rather than
human viewpoint.  That approach will result in
better health. 

Blessed is the one who finds wisdom,...Long life is in her right
hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. (Prov. 3:13a, 16) 

One of the benefits of wisdom is a longer life. 

My son, be attentive to my words; incline your ear to my
sayings.  Let them not escape from your sight; keep them
within your heart.  For they are life to those who find them,
and healing to all their flesh. (Prov. 4:20–22)  

Wisdom, of divine viewpoint (my words) when
ruminated on increase the length of your life
and often allow greater and more efficient
healing to take place. 

For by me [= wisdom] your days will be multiplied, and years
will be added to your life. (Prov. 9:11) 

Your life is increased by having wisdom in your
soul. 

The fear of the LORD prolongs life, but the years of the
wicked will be short. (Prov. 10:27) 

Fear of the LORD is a reference to spiritual
maturity in the Old Testament; and those who
are spiritually mature will enjoy a longer life. 

The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, and good news
refreshes the bones. (Prov. 15:30) 

Light of the eyes is Bible doctrine which is
perceived and learned; it gives us a better
attitude. 

A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up
the bones. (Prov. 17:22) 

You mental attitude makes you healthier; dried
up bones refers to bones without moisture, so
they become brittle and break more easily. 
This is representative of not being as healthy. 

A tranquil heart gives life to the flesh, but envy makes the
bones rot. (Prov. 14:30)  

Your life is better with tranquility; and the
exercise of mental attitude sins wears away a
person’s heatlh. 

O LORD, rebuke me not in Your anger, nor discipline me in
your wrath!  For your arrows have sunk into me, and Your
hand has come down on me.  There is no soundness in my
flesh because of your indignation; there is no health in my
bones because of my sin.  For my iniquities have gone over
my head; like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me.
(Psalm 38:1–4) 

A person receives harm from God when they
have committed sin.  David speaks of his
health failing under God’s discipline. 

It is a simple principle: sin is generally unhealthy, both physically and mentally; and Bible doctrine is healthy,
both physically and mentally.  For the unbeliever, the laws of divine establishment are healthy and good for a
sound mind.  To reject them often results in a loss of health. 

 From 63 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
2015.  He cites Jay Adams, Competent to Counsel, p. 125. 

http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read
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Similarly, God promised Israel as a country would prolong its time in the land if they obeyed His
commandments.  Deut. 4:40  5:33  6:2  11:8-9 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Keil and Delitzsch: From God alone comes true prosperity, true help. He knows the right way to the
right ends. He knows what benefits us. He is able to free us from that which does us harm: therefore
it is our duty and our safety to place our confidence wholly in Him, and to trust not to our own
judgment.  64

Both vv. 5–8 read: Trust in Y howah with all your heart and do not rely upon your own understanding e [that is, upon
human viewpoint].  In all your ways, acquire His knowledge and He [even He] will smooth out your paths [in life]. 
Do not become wise in your own conceit, but fear and respect Jehovah as you turn away from evil.  You are a
healing to your naval and a refreshment [or, marrow] to your bones.  King David is saying that Bible doctrine in
the soul (wisdom), along with concentration on the LORD (occupation with Christ) is good for your body.  When
you turn away from evil, that is good for your body.  Avoiding evil thinking is good for your physical health; Bible
doctrine makes you healthier. 

How did David know this?  He simply based this upon his own life.  David went through some very sickly times,
as we can tell in the psalms.  Where did he go?  He went to God, both in prayer and in doctrine.  As a result, he
would recover. 

Application: I was a teacher for 29 years, and one of the things which I noticed is, for the most part, my Christian
students were the most normal and happy.  They generally enjoyed life more.  They enjoyed being in school; they
enjoyed their classes and their teachers; and they enjoyed their friendships and even their parents.  Now, at that
time, I was not aware of this passage; but I would certain be willing to wager that, if you compared the health of
Christian students to non-Christian students, that you would find the believers to be in better health, in general. 

Application: This does not mean that every single believer is going to be healthy and happy; while every
unbeliever will me miserable and sickly?  Of course not.  We all come with a physical body which has its genetic
limitations.   But if I obey the laws of divine establishment; if I fill my soul with Bible doctrine, then my mental65

attitude will be better, and a good mental attitude is good for a person’s health.  So, I am better off as a believer
with doctrine physically than I would be as the same person rejecting God’s Word. 

Application: Believers can be physically, mentally, and even financially better off if they study the Word of God,
learn the Word of God, and obey the Word of God.  The Bible is filled with laws which are pertinent to our daily
lives.  66

Application: Here is a point of interest, regarding refreshment.  If you work out in the sun and stay out in the sun
for a long period of time, eat a plain strawberry (or 2 or 3).  You will taste flavors in that strawberry that you have
never tasted before.  It is quite an amazing fruit, almost as if it is designed for a person who has been working hard
out in the sun and needs some refreshment.  Suddenly a fairly dull-tasting fruit takes on a variety of tastes and
provides a satisfaction that you may not have realized would come from the lowly strawberry. 

——————————

 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Prov. 3:8. 64

 Recall that men, at one time, lived to be nearly 1000 years old. 65

 This does not mean that we are better off if we do not eat pork at all (or follow any of the other dietary laws).  Those laws66

were designed for Israel during a time when food was not refrigerated. 
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Honor Y howah from your wealth and frome

firstfruits of all your produce; and are filled
your storehouses [with] plenty and [with]
new wine your vats burst apart. 

Proverbs
3:9–10

Honor Y howah with your wealth and from thee

firstfruits of all your produce; then your
storehouses will be filled [with] plenty and
your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new
wine. 

If you honor Jehovah with your income and with the first part of all your produce, then your storehouses
will be filled with plenty and your vats will be ready to burst with new wine. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Honor Y howah from your wealth and from firstfruits of all your produce; and aree

filled your storehouses [with] plenty and [with] new wine your vats burst apart. 
Latin Vulgate Honour the Lord with thy substance, and give him of the first of all thy fruits;  And

thy barns shall be filled with abundance, and thy presses shall run over with wine. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Honor the LORD with your substance and with the first fruits of all your crops;  So

shall your barns be filled with plenty, and your wine presses shall burst out with new
wine. 

Septuagint (Greek) Honor the Lord with your just labors, and give Him the firstfruits of your
righteousness, that your storehouses may be completely filled with grain, and that
your presses may burst forth with wine. 

Significant differences: The Greek has just labors rather than wealth; righteousness rather than produce;
and grain rather than plenty.  Barnes writes: The Septuagint as if to guard against
ill-gotten gains being offered as an atonement for the ill-getting, inserts the quaifying
words, “honor the Lord from thy righteous labors.”  67

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Easy English Use your wealth to give honour to God. 
Give him the first part of your harvest. 
Then your harvest will be vast. 
Your new wine will be plentiful. 

Easy-to-Read Version Honor the Lord with your wealth. Give him the best you have. 
Good News Bible (TEV) Honor the LORD by making him an offering from the best of all that your land

produces.  
If you do, your barns will be filled with grain, and you will have too much wine to
store it all. 

Names of God Bible Honor Yahweh with your wealth 
and with the first and best part of all your income [Or "harvest."]. 

Then your barns will be full, 
and your vats will overflow with fresh wine. 

NIRV Honor the Lord with your wealth. 
Give him the first share of all your crops. 

Then your storerooms will be so full they can't hold everything. 
Your huge jars will spill over with fresh wine. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Honor the Lord with your wealth 

 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:9. 67
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and with the first of all your crops. 
Then your barns will be filled with plenty, 

and your vats will burst with wine. 
Contemporary English V. Honor the LORD by giving him your money and the first part of all your crops.  Then

you will have more grain and grapes than you will ever need. 
The Living Bible Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all your income, and he will fill your

barns with wheat and barley and overflow your wine vats with the finest wines. 
New Berkeley Version Honor the LORD with your substance 

and with the first fruits of all your income. 
So shall your barns be filled with plenty 
and your vats overflow with new wine. 

New Century Version Honor the Lord with your wealth 
and the firstfruits from all your crops. 

Then your barns will be full, 
and your wine barrels will overflow with new wine. 

New Life Version Honor the Lord with your riches, and with the first of all you grow.  Then your
store-houses will be filled with many good things and your barrels will flow over with
new wine. 

New Living Translation Honor the Lord with your wealth 
and with the best part of everything you produce. 

Then he will fill your barns with grain, 
and your vats will overflow with good wine. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Honor Jehovah, [your God]. work hard at doing what's good. As first fruits, offer Him
your righteousness ways; then with grain, your stores will be filled, and wine will
gush from your vats. 

Beck’s American Translation Honor the LORD with some of your goods 
and with the best of all your produce. 
Then your barns will be filled with plenty, 
and your vats will overflow with the juice of grapes. 

International Standard V Honor the LORD with your wealth 
and with the first [Or best] of all your produce, 

so your barns will be filled with abundance, 
and your vats will burst open with new wine. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Pay the Lord his due with what goods thou hast, letting him share the first-fruits of
every crop; so shall plenty fill thy barn, so shall thy wine-press overflow at the
vintage. 

Translation for Translators Honor Yahweh by what you do with your money; 
by giving him the first part of your harvest. 

If you do that, you will have a good harvest. 
Yahweh will fill your barns with grain, 
and your vats/containers will be overflowing with grape juice for making wine. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Honor Yahweh with your wealth and the first of all your produce, and your barns will
fill with plenty, and your winepresses burst with new-wine. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible Pay respect to the Lord from your wealth.  And the first fruits of all you produce,
Then your barns will be full of your crops, And your stores will be bursting with fruit. 

HCSB Honor the LORD with your possessions and with the first produce of your entire
harvest; then your barns will be completely filled, and your vats will overflow with
new wine. 
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NIV – UK Honour the Lord with your wealth, 
with the firstfruits of all your crops; 

then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 
and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

The Heritage Bible Give heavy honor to Jehovah with your substance, and with the firstfruits of all your
income, And your storehouses shall be filled with plenty, and your presses shall
break out with fresh pressed grape juice. 

New Jerusalem Bible Honour Yahweh with what goods you have and with the first-fruits of all your
produce; then your barns will be filled with corn, your vats overflowing with new
wine. 

Revised English Bible Honour the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 
then your granaries will be filled with grain and your vats will brim with new wine. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Honor ADONAI with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your income.  Then
your granaries will be filled and your vats overflow with new wine. 

exeGeses companion Bible Honor Yah Veh with your wealth  
and with the firstfruits of all your produce:  
thus are your ingatherings filled with sufficiency  
and your troughs break forth with juice. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Honor Hashem with thy substance, and with the reshit (firstfruit) of all thine
increase; So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy vats shall burst out with
tirosh. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Honor the Lord with your capital and sufficiency [from righteous labors] and with the
firstfruits of all your income; So shall your storage places be filled with plenty, and
your vats shall be overflowing with new wine. 

The Geneva Bible Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase [As
was commanded in the law, ( Exodus 23:19 ; Deuteronomy 26:2 ) and by this they
acknowledged that God was the giver of all things, and that they were ready to
bestow all at his commandment.]:  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy
presses shall burst out [For the faithful distributor God gives in greater abundance.]
with new wine. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary Honor the Lord with thy substance, with the riches which one enjoys as His
blessing, repaying Him from tile gifts granted by Him, and with the first-fruits of all
thine increase, the yield of one's work and the harvest of one's land, for mere
lip-service is not sufficient, the Lord demanding tangible evidence of the faith which
His children profess to possess; so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, as a reward
of God's gracious favor and fatherly kindness, and thy presses, rather, the vats
where the wine was stored, shall burst out with new wine, overflowing with rich
abundance by the blessing of God, with which He would acknowledge the
willingness of His children. But the opposite also holds true: As we should not forget
the Lord in days of plenty, so we should not be estranged from Him in evil days. 

NET Bible® Honor the Lord from your wealth 
and from the first fruits of all your crops; 
then your barns will be filled completely, 
and your vats [This pictures the process of pressing grapes in which the upper
receptacle is filled with grapes and the lower one catches the juice. The harvest of
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grapes will be so plentiful that the lower vat will overflow with grape juice. The
pictures in v. 10 are metonymies of effect for cause (= the great harvest that God
will provide when they honor him).] will overflow with new wine.  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 9-10: Doctrine Motivates Giving} 
Glorify {kabad} Jehovah/God with your substance {hown}, and with the firstfruits of
all your increase.  {Note: There is no glory if your free will is not involved - you must
want to give because He gave FIRST. The word INCREASE is the key. The only
reason any believer ever 'increases' is because of God!}  {Note: The verse does not
say 'tithes'. Tithing is NOT giving - it is taxation and is not a part of spiritual giving.
Taxation was for believer and unbeliever alike in Israel. So 'tithes' was closer to our
Income Tax situation today. Churches have NO RIGHT to ask you for a certain
percentage! You give as God has graced you! And, if you are not a believer, you
have no right to give! Spiritual giving is a PRIVILEGE for believers only and the
amount is between the believer and the Lord and is no one else's business - period!
They ask for a percentage out of ignorance and those who pay . . . pay out of
ignorance of bible doctrine. Ignorance plus ignorance does not equal wisdom.} 
So shall your barns be filled with plenty {material prosperity}, and your presses shall
burst out with new wine.  {two idioms for business prosperity}. 

Translation for Translators Honor Yahweh by what you do with your money; 
by giving him the first part of your harvest. 

If you do that, you will have a good harvest. 
Yahweh will fill your barns with grain, 
and your vats/containers will be overflowing with grape juice for making wine. 

Sometimes this translation is more like an expanded Bible. 
The Voice Pay tribute to the Eternal in all of your affairs. 

Honor Him with the best of what you make. 
That way you will prosper to the fullest 

and have plenty of food to eat and wine to drink. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Glorify Yahweh with your wealth And with the firstfruits of all your income; 
Then your granaries shall be filled to satisfaction, And grape juice shall breach your
wine-vats." 

Context Group Version Honor YHWH with your wealth, And with the first fruits of all your increase: 
So your storehouses shall be filled with corn, And your vats shall overflow with new
wine. 

New King James Version Honor the Lord with your possessions, 
And with the firstfruits of all your increase; 
So your barns will be filled with plenty, 
And your vats will overflow with new wine. 

Webster’s Bible Translation Honor the LORD with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all thy increase: 
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new
wine. 

Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. Honor Yhwh from your wealth, even from the firstfruits of all your produce
and they will be filled (continually), your granaries/storehouses of plenty, and new
wine your wine vat will burst. 

Young’s Updated LT Honour Jehovah from your substance, And from the beginning of all your increase; 
And filled are your barns with plenty, And with new wine your presses break forth. 

The gist of this verse: If the believer honors God with the first of his income, God will bless that believer
dramatically. 
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Proverbs 3:9a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kâbêd (ëÈáÅã) [pronounced
kaw -VADE]b

make heavy, make insensible;
honor, do honor to

2  person masculinend

singular, Piel imperative
Strong's #3513 

BDB #457

The NET Bible: The imperative ëÌÇáÌÅã (kabbed, “honor”) functions as a command, instruction, counsel or
exhortation. To honor God means to give him the rightful place of authority by rendering to him gifts of tribute.
One way to acknowledge God in one’s ways (v. 6) is to honor him with one’s wealth (v. 9).  68

(êth (àÆç) [pronounced
ayth]

untranslated generally;
occasionally to, toward

indicates that the
following substantive is a

direct object

Strong's #853
BDB #84

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

chôwn (ï |ç)
[pronounced kohn]

wealth, riches, substance; price,
high value; sufficiency; as

adverb, enough

masculine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #1952 
BDB #223

Translation: Honor Y howah with your wealth...e   David tells Solomon to honor God first from his substance (or
wealth).  This means that Solomon was to support the Levites and priests and the buildings that they used for
worship.  Bear in mind that there were taxes paid in order to do this, but David make certain (1) that Solomon
correctly applies those tax revenues and (2) that he supplement it with his own free will offerings. 

Proverbs 3:9b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

rê(shîyth (øÅàùÄéú)
[pronounced ray-

SHEETH]

first fruit, firstling, first of one’s
kind, first, chief; a beginning, a

former state; former times
feminine plural noun

Strong’s #7225 
BDB #912

Inexplicably, Owen (upon whom I depend to parse my verbs for me) lists this as a feminine singular construct,
which makes little sense because (1) this is a plural noun (always found in the plural form) and (2) there is no
noun for this to affix itself to as a construct.  This is the second time that I have run across this problem with
Owen. 

 From 68 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs 3:9b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

This does not have a singular form.  There is an aleph thrown in there, but without a corresponding vowel. 
Gesenius  says that aleph was not there originally. 69

kôl (ëÌÉì) [pronounced
kohl]

every, each, all of, all; any of,
any

masculine singular
construct not followed by

a definite article

Strong’s #3605 
BDB #481

t bûw(âh (úÌÀáåÌàÇä)e

[pronounced t b-oo-AW]e

product; crops, yield; income,
revenue; gain (of wisdom)

(figuratively); product of lips
(figuratively)

feminine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #8393 
BDB #100

The NET Bible: Heb “produce.” The noun úÌÀáåÌàÈä (tÿvu’ah) has a two-fold range of meaning: (1) “product; yield”
of the earth (= crops; harvest) and (2) “income; revenue” in general (BDB 100 s.v.). The imagery in vv. 9-10 is
agricultural; however, all Israelites – not just farmers – were expected to give the best portion (= first fruits) of
their income to Lord.  70

Translation: ...and from the firstfruits of all your produce;...  Those involved in the ministry needed to eat; and they
were not given their own land upon which to farm.  Some were allotted farmland, but Levites did not receive an
allotment of land like the other tribes did.  They were involved in a spiritual ministry to the people of Israel. 
Therefore, as Solomon’s lands were harvested, the first of this harvest was to go to the Levites and priests.  

The Levites and priests were fed from the animals which were sacrificed as well.  In other words, this tribe did not
starve, but they had a different relationship to the land and to the inheritance of God than did the other tribes. 

Clarke writes: The îðçä  Minchah or gratitude-offering to God, commanded under the law, is of
endless obligation. It would be well to give a portion of the produce of every article by which we get
our support to God.   Support to God would be given to those who represented God to71

Israel—principally the Levites and the priests (who were a subset of the Levites). 

When it comes to giving, obviously this can be overdone (it rarely is, but it can be).  So that no one gives too
much, Paul writes: But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household,
he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1Tim. 5:8).  This is also a warning to the man of the
house not to shirk his familial responsibilities.  As with all things in the Christian life, there is a balance. 

V. 9 reads: Honor Y howah with your wealth and from the firstfruits of all your produce;...e   God is to receive the
first and the best of our produce.  We obviously come up short here, as did the Israelites; but the idea is, we put
God first and foremost in all that we do.  In the life of the Church Age believer, this simply means that we learn
Bible doctrine regularly and that we apply it. 

J. Vernon McGee: Don't tell me you are totally committed to the Lord until your pocketbook is
committed too. The Lord gave you everything. Some folk may say, "I have worked hard. I earned this."
But who gave you the health to work? Who gave you the work to do? Who made it possible for you
to make money? My friend, God did all that for you. Acknowledge Him.  That is the evidence of total
commitment.  72

 H. W. F. Gesenius, Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament; ©1979 by Baker Books; p. 752.69

 From 70 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:9. 71

 From 72 https://archive.org/stream/20-Proverbs/20-PROVERBS_djvu.txt (Prov. 3) accessed February 6, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://archive.org/stream/20-Proverbs/20-PROVERBS_djvu.txt
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Proverbs 3:10a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

mâlê( (îÈìÅà) [pronounced
maw-LAY]

to be filled, to be full, to be
fulfilled; be armed, be satisfied;
to be accomplished, be ended

3  person masculinerd

plural, Niphal imperfect
Strong's #4390 

BDB #569

(âçâm (àÈñÈí)
[pronounced aw-SAWM]

barn; storehouse; store, supply
masculine plural noun

with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #618 
BDB #62

This word is only found here and in Deut. 28:8. 

sâbâ) (ùÒÈáÈò) [pronounced
saw-BAWÌ]

 plenty, abundance [of food];
satiety

masculine singular noun
Strong’s #7647 

BDB #960

The NET Bible: Heb “with plenty” (so KJV, NASB, NRSV); NIV “to overflowing.” The noun ùÒÈ?áÈò (sava’, “plenty;
satiety”) functions as an adverbial accusative of manner or contents: “completely.”  73

Translation: ...then your storehouses will be filled [with] plenty...  David assures Solomon that God would bless
him as a result.  His storehouses would be filled with more than he needs. 

Now, the idea is not legalism, but grace recognition in the soul of Who and What God is, and therefore, promoting
those who proclaim Him.  When you have such a soul, God will bless you.  This is much different from the person
who attends a church which essentially bills you 10%.  There is no blessing from that.  It is not the act of giving,
it is the thinking of the soul. 

Application: We have a similar thing today in the United States government.  They allege to take care of the poor
and helpless; and many people vote for higher taxes (usually on someone else) because they believe that counts
as giving.  It does not.  Giving comes from your own pocket, not from someone else’s. 

Application: In the era before Franklin Roosevelt, there was someone known as the forgotten man.  A and B
could see that C was indigent and in need; so they would vote so that D’s taxes would go up to feed C.  D was
the forgotten man.  He paid for the good things that A and B voted for. 

Application: Now, the Bible clearly teaches that there is some welfare benefits to be provided by the state; and
it is my opinion that is best done on the most local level (the counties; not the state and not the federal
government).  This way, each county can decide how far they want to contribute to the indigent.  These counties
also have the chance to vote to allow outside groups (outside the government) to feed and clothe the needy (some
government laws and regulations are making it more and more difficult for private organizations to help the needy). 

Application: So, ideally speaking, a tax of around 3–4% should be collected for the needy, in order to be in line
with what is found in the Bible.  But the Bible also recommends private groups be involved in helping the needy
as well. 

Application: However, so that there is no misunderstanding here, if you merely vote to raise someone else’s taxes
in order to feed the poor, you are not doing your part; and you are not being altruistic. 

 From 73 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:10b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

tîyrôsh (úÌÄéøÉù)
[pronounced tee-ROSH]

wine, fresh wine, freshly pressed
wine, new wine

masculine singular noun
Strong’s #8492 

BDB #440

yeqeb (éÆ÷Æá) [pronounced
YEH-kehb]

wine vat, wine press
masculine plural noun

with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #3342 
BDB #428

pârats (ôÌÈøÇõ) [pronounced
paw-RATS]

to break, to break down, to
destroy; to break asunder, to
scatter, to disperse, to spread
abroad; to break forth upon, to

produce by breaking through; to
act violently; to break through

[negative volition, a bad attitude,
a mindset, or whatever]; to

spread, to distribute

3  person masculinerd

plural, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #6555 

BDB #829

The NET Bible: Heb “burst open.” The verb ôÌÈøÇõ (parats, “to burst open”) functions as hyperbole here to
emphasize the fullness of the wine vats (BDB 829 s.v. 9).  74

Translation: ...and your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new wine.  Now, this reads in such a way to say that
his vats of wine would burst open.  Quite obviously this is not what Solomon wants.  When he makes some wine,
he wants that wine preserved.  This is simply by way of exaggeration.  He will have more than enough wine. 

It is normal to use exaggeration in order to make a point.  Even God does that (comparing the number of Jews
to the sand in the seas or to the stars in the heavens). 

Vv. 9–10 read: Honor Y howah with your wealth and from the firstfruits of all your produce; then your storehousese

will be filled [with] plenty and your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new wine.  If we honor God with our gifts, God
gives it back to us.  This is not legalism.  What is involved here is a mental attitude; you recognize the importance
of the spiritual conflict, so that you support your church, missionaries, evangelists.  You do this with a good mental
attitude, and you are blessed by God.  However, if you are giving simply to get something from God; or you are
compelled to do it, then there is no blessing attached to your giving—regardless of how much you give (it is the
mental attitude, not the amount, which is important). 

The idea is, we serve God with all that we are and all that we have.  Again, this does not mean that we give every
dime that we make back to God or 90% or whatever (which is generally not a temptation for most believers). 

Let’s contrast between the Old and New Testaments now: 

Giving in the Old Testament

1. God worked through the national entity nation Israel, and therefore, the way giving was done in the Old
Testament is different than it is done today. 

2. 2 tithes were given and a 3  tithe was collected every third year for the poor.  A tithe is 10%. rd

 From 74 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 
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Giving in the Old Testament

3. This meant that the Israelites were taxed at a 23a% rate. 
4. This was paid from the firstfruits of all Israelites, whether they believed in the Revealed Lord or not.  The

first of the first fruits of your ground you will bring into the house of Yahweh your God. (Ex. 23:19a)  The
first fruits of your grain, of your new wine, and of your oil, and the first of the fleece of your sheep, you will
give to Him. (Deut. 18:4) 

5. 3a% each year went to the poor (a tithe was collected every 3 years for the poor).  The poor were also
supported privately.  People were not to harvest the corners of their fields and leave it for the poor to
come and harvest themselves.  So, even in a theocracy, much of the support for the poor was to come
from private citizens. 

6. A 23a% tax rate is not ideal for our nation today because one tithe went to pay for the Levites and
priests.  Now, if our government supported the Christian church financially (a bad idea), then nearly half
of the federal budget should go to the maintenance of the church (as was the case for nation Israel).  As
an aside, God is giving us the sweet spot for taxation in all of this.  Everyone ought to be taxed 13a%,
and 3a% would be spent on the poor and indigent.  The rest would be spend on federal and state
projects.  We would be free to give the firstfruits of our own labors to the local church, to missionaries,
or to other Christian organizations. 

7. There was spiritual giving in nation Israel above and beyond the taxation collected by the state.  This is
described in our passage.  Honor Y howah with your wealth and from the firstfruits of all your produce;e

then your storehouses will be filled [with] plenty and your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new wine.
(Prov. 3:9–10)  There is one who scatters, and increases yet more; And there is one who withholds more
than is meet, but [tends] only to want.  The liberal soul will be made fat; And he who waters will be
watered also himself. (Prov. 11:24–25) 

More work needs to be done on this doctrine. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Dr. Robert Dean: [Giving to the poor] is an individual decision; it is not something that is imposed by
the government. Too often today we have a problem because the government has taken over, and
takes over more and more things, like health care and welfare. It is the government saying, "I don't
trust you to personally provide for the poor or the sick. We are going to take your money and we are
going to decide the best way to distribute that." This is one of the most inefficient ways possible. Not
only is it inefficient in terms of the bureaucratic distribution of wealth but it is also inefficient in the
sense that it takes away whatever extra individuals might have to bless others with so that they don't
have anything to give. The government has already taken most of it. The more the government takes
away the less it allows the citizens to exercise their own volition and responsibilities in graciously
blessing others and taking care of them. So it destroys personal responsibility and it destroys
opportunities for happiness on the part of individuals in helping to contribute to these causes.  75

The doctrine of giving has been covered quite well by many doctrinal pastors.  See a more complete Doctrine
of Giving (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

The Doctrine of Giving (from Bible Doctrine Resource)

1.  Definition.
1) Giving is an expression of worship to commemorate the grace policy of God. 
2) Giving in the Church Age is a legitimate function of the believer's royal priesthood in worship, both

inside and outside the local church (for instance, offering hospitality).  Giving is one of the four
categories of Christian service. 
(1) Christian service related to your spiritual gift. 

 From 75 deanbible.org accessed February 1, 2015. 
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The Doctrine of Giving (from Bible Doctrine Resource)

(2) Christian service related to your royal priesthood, which includes prayer, giving, and the
execution of the protocol plan of God through learning, thinking, and solving. 

(3) Christian service related to your royal ambassadorship, which includes evangelism,
witnessing, administration in the local church, function on the mission field, and function in
a Christian service organization. 

(4) Christian service related to the laws of divine establishment, which includes the divine
institutions and patriotism, as well as military service and a respect for law enforcement, and
government.  Political activism is not a part of Christian service. 

3) Giving is the presentation of money or other valuable commodities which may be used to sustain
the ministry of doctrinal communication.  Many churches meet in homes, rent out a space; and
some build a church building.  The location is immaterial.  The actual amount that you give is
unrelated to your actual say in church policy. 

4) Christian giving may be extended to organizations other than the local church, e.g., missionary
organizations, Bible schools, radio, or tape ministries.  Giving is designed to support communication
gifts (the communication of the gospel and the communication of Bible doctrine). 

5) Giving is one way of inculcating teamwork and coordination into the body of Christ. 
2. The Motivation in Giving. 

1) Motivation is always the issue in giving, not the amount given. 
2) 2Cor. 9:7  Each person, to the degree he has determined by means of his heart [= right lobe], so

let him give.  He is not to give as motivated by distress of mind or compulsion of emotions; for God
loves a grace-oriented giver. 
(1) You give based on the metabolized doctrine in your soul, not on the basis of your emotions. 
(2) God provides all of our material benefits and He enjoys the mental attitude which

accompanies giving.  God loves grace-oriented giving.  Don't give emotionally or impulsively. 
Determine for yourself what to give. 

3) 2Cor. 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in
everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed. 
(1) God graciously provides the ability for grace givers to give. 
(2) The only legitimate system of giving is a grace giver giving to a grace cause.  Giving because

you are under pressure from the pastor or the board of deacons is not true giving. 
(3) A right action must be done is a right way in order for it to have impact in the plan of God. 

4) 2Cor. 9:9 [Psalm 112:9]  Just as it stands written, He scatters abroad, He gave it to the poor, His
righteousness abides forever. 
(1) "He scatters abroad" means that the good man (as per the context of Psalm 112:9) shares

of his blessings. 
(2) He provides for the poor.  This may be a part of your consistent giving and it may be a result

of coming into contact with others. 
(3) The righteousness of such a man stands forever; that is, it remains as eternal, divine good. 
(4) This is not socialism; nor does this advocate socialism. 

5) 2Cor. 9:10  Now He who supplies seed to the sower [= capital] and bread for food, He will supply
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  God supplies
and gives profit to grace givers.  As a result, there is an increase in the harvest of your Christian
service. 

6) 2Cor. 9:11-12  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  This service that you perform is
not only supplying the needs of God's people, but is also overflowing in many expressions of
thanksgiving to God.  God blesses us in a multitude of ways.  His grace to us overflows. 

7) Giving is a mental attitude based upon grace-orientation.  Grace-orientation is the basis for grace
giving. 

3. The Doctrinal Principles of Giving. 
1) Giving is an expression of the royal family honor code. 

(1) Rom. 15:26  For Macedonia and Achaia have decided with pleasure to make a special

https://stanmurrell.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/doctrine-of-royal-priesthood.pdf
http://www.he-ekklesia.org/doctrines/SEVEN%20MAJOR%20FUNCTIONS%20OF%20THE%20ROYAL%20PRIESTHOOD.doc
http://www.gbible.org/index.php?proc=tvw&tid=5367
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/divineestablishment.pdf
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offering to the poor believers who are in Jerusalem. 
(2) Gal. 2:10  They only asked us to remember the poor; the very thing I was also eager to do. 
(3) Charity is from God; socialism and government welfare are from man.  As discussed in the

doctrine of Tithing (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD), it is reasonable for the government to supply
some aid to the helpless.  In the Mosaic economy, 3a% per year was the amount set apart
for the poor from the government of Israel (the people themselves provided additional help
for the poor).  The poor received additional help from private persons in the Age of Israel. 

2) Giving is an expression of free will, without gimmicks and without coercion.  2Cor. 8:3  I testify on
the basis of their ability and beyond their ability they gave willingly.  Their giving was a sign of their
volition and their spiritual growth.  It was not a matter of coercion. 

3) Giving is an expression of mental attitude in every circumstance of life.  2Cor. 8:2  That in the midst
of severe testing and great pressure, the superabundance of their happiness and their deep poverty
overflowed in rich generosity.  Even though under adversity, they shared the happiness of God. 
And having that mental attitude, they gave even while in deep poverty. 

4) Giving must express an attitude toward the Lord before it can express an attitude toward others. 
2Cor. 8:5  And not even as we anticipated, but they gave first of themselves to the Lord, then they
gave to us by the will of God.  They were occupied with Christ and had personal love for God the
Father which motivated their giving. 

5) Giving depends on the consistent post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation.  2Cor. 8:7  But just
as you excel in everything in faith-rest and in doctrine and in knowledge and in all diligence and in
love from you to us, you also excel in this grace giving.  Giving is associated with impersonal love,
not with personal love.  That is grace giving. 

6) Precedence for giving is derived from the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union and is predicated
on grace.  2Cor. 8:9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich [as
eternal God], yet for your sake He became poor [true humanity], so that you through His poverty
[being judged for our sins] might become rich [a son of God]. 

7) Giving is a mental attitude related to an overt act.  2Cor. 8:12  For if the willingness is there, the gift
is acceptable on the basis of what one has, not on the basis of what one does not have. 
Willingness counts for giving even if you have nothing to give. 

8) Giving is related to motivation from metabolized doctrine in the right lobe of the soul (metabolized
doctrine is spiritual information which you understand and believe).  2Cor. 9:7  Each one, as he has
determined in his heart [= right lobe], so give, not from distress of mind or under compulsion or
pressure of emotions; for God loves a gracious giver.  True giving is a result of a gracious mental
attitude; it is not the result of pressure or coercion. 

9) God in His matchless grace provides both the spiritual motivation and monetary capital for grace
giving.  2Cor. 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that in always having all
sufficiency in everything, you may have abundance for every good deed. 

10) God in His matchless grace provides both the monetary capital for grace giving and makes it part
of your Christian service.  2Cor. 9:10  Now He who supplies seed for the sower and bread for food,
will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 

11) Generosity of mental attitude results in generosity of giving.  2Cor. 9:11  You will be made rich in
every way, so that you can be generous on every occasion; and through us your generosity will
result in thanksgiving to God.  Giving is never a strain. 

12) Giving is Christian service; it is the result of spiritual growth and blessings from God.  2Cor. 9:12 
For this service which you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people, but is also
overflowing in many expressions of thanksgivings to God. 

4. The principle of giving is related to two spiritual gifts: pastor-teacher and evangelism. 
1) The pastor must make an issue out of two things as a recipient of support from believers: the

gospel, and what is the Christian way of life after salvation.  If you are making an issue out of the
gospel and Bible doctrine, then you cannot make an issue out of money. 

2) The pastor must never make an issue out of money. 
3) 2Cor. 11:7–9  ...because I proclaimed the gospel of God to you without charge?  I robbed other

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/tithing.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/tithing.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/tithing.wpd
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=474
http://www.gracebiblechurchbaytown.org/uploads/1/0/1/6/10165395/personal.and.impersonal.love_1.pdf
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churches, taking wages from them to serve you; and when I was present with you and was in need,
I was not a burden to anyone; for when fellow believers [lit., the brethren] came from Macedonia,
they fully supplied my need in everything, and I kept myself from being a burden to you, and will
continue to do so. 
(1) Paul was supported by other church bodies, such as the Ephesians and Philippians, while he

was in Corinth.  In this way he could make an issue out of the Gospel and doctrine. 
(2) The function of the board of deacons is to make issues clear that pertain to the economic

survival of a local church. 
(3) The Corinthians were very wealthy; and yet Paul could not make an issue out of money with

them.  They were a difficult and confused group, and had Paul made an issue out of money,
a faction of them would have complained, saying, “This is why Paul has established a church
here—he wants our money.” 

4) The pastor-teacher exchanges spiritual blessing to the congregation for material blessing from the
congregation, fulfilling the principle of mutual blessing by association. Philip. 1:3, 5  I am giving
thanks to God for every memory of you,...because of your contribution from the first day until now
for the purpose of spreading the gospel. 

5) Giving reflects the mental attitude of the congregation toward their pastor-teacher.  Philip. 4:10  I
rejoice in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you have
been concerned, but you lacked opportunity to give. 

6) Giving establishes a partnership between the pastor and the congregation.  The congregation
provides the financial contribution as they are spiritually blessed by the pastor's teaching.  Philip.
4:14  However, when you shared [by giving] and became partners with me in my adversity, you
functioned honorably.  Although this passage is specifically applied to Paul and his gift of
apostleship, the principle is applicable to individual pastors and their congregations. 

7) Giving is the application of Bible doctrine on the part of the congregation.  Philip. 4:15-16  And you
yourselves also recognize, that in the beginning of my ministry with reference to the gospel, when
I had departed from Macedonia, [that] not one church contributed to me in the application of
doctrine of giving and receiving except you Philippians only; because even in Thessalonica you had
sent an offering more than once for my needs. 

8) Giving is a grace production in Christian service, which service will accumulate and eventually be
rewarded.  Philip. 4:17  Not because I seek the gift, but I seek after the grace production of divine
good which accumulates to your account. 

9) Giving to one's right pastor is maximum blessing to the pastor and it is pleasing to God.  Philip. 4:18 
Moreover, I have received in total all of your gifts, and I have an abundance; I have been filled with
blessing, having received from Epaphroditus the things [money] from you, a fragrant aroma, an
acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.  Paul was the right pastor for many congregations,
although he made an effort to train new pastors for these churches (e.g., Timothy). 

10) The responsibility for support of the pastor is the responsibility of the local church.  The number one
priority is support of the pastor, not the building. 
(1) Like many others, I appreciate amazing architecture, and I have seen churches and

temples which I enjoy aesthetically.  However, it is not the business of the church to be
spending huge amounts of money on buildings.  Some congregations may have particularly
wealthy donors; and other congregations might have only a handful of people who struggle
day-by-day.  Whatever is done by way of a meeting place—gathering in someone’s home or
in a massive church—is not the issue and it should never get in the way of the teaching of the
Word of God.  A local church may or may not have a large, impressive building. 

(2) Related to this is the pastor and his own relationship to his congregation.  A pastor really
needs to think twice about moving up to a better church, better area and/or a larger
congregation.  Some congregations are going to be small where there are virtually no church
assets; and others will be larger.  This should never be an issue to the pastor-teacher.  It
takes great faithfulness on the part of a pastor-teacher to remain faithful to a congregation
of 5 or 10 people; especially if another congregation of 300 or 3000 beckon him.  God has

http://www.brokenfollower.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/church_architecture_2013_11_19-16.jpg
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a place for every teacher, and it is not always at the front podium of some mega-church.  As
Zechariah asks, “Who has despised the day of small things?” (Zech. 4:10a) 

5. The Grace Concept of Giving.  It is never the amount; it is always the mental attitude. 
1) In the Old Testament, Prov 11:24–25  There is the one who gives generously, yet he becomes

more prosperous.  There is also the one who [is stingy] holds back what is fitting, and he becomes
impoverished.  The generous person will be prosperous.  He who gives water will also himself be
caused to have water.  Those who hang on to their money impoverish themselves.  Giving never
impoverishes.  In supergrace, no matter what you give you never lose. 

2) In the New Testament, 1Cor 16:2  On the first day of the week let each one of you put aside and
save on the basis of his prosperity, that no collections be taken when I come.  You determine how
much you can give from your prosperity.  You don't give if you are broke or if giving would place a
hardship on your family. 

One of the things which attracted me to Berachah Church, particularly because I was quite poor when I first
became positive toward Bible doctrine, was their policy on giving: 

There is no charge for any material from Berachah Church. Anyone who desires Bible teaching can receive our
recordings without obligation. God provides Bible doctrine. We wish to reflect His grace.

Berachah Church is a grace ministry and operates entirely on voluntary contributions. There is no price list for
recordings. No money is requested. When gratitude for the Word of God motivates a believer to give, he has
the privilege of contributing to the dissemination of Bible doctrine. 

This policy was put into effect by R. B. Thieme, Jr. and I can personally testify that I have never been asked for
money; and have never been treated differently during the times when I could contribute and the times when
I could not. 

From http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=2422 accessed January 25, 2015 and subsequently edited.  Many
of the doctrines on this page originate from the teaching of R. B. Thieme, Jr.  

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Rickard: we are only temporary dwellers on this earth which God has provided. Likewise, all the
blessings we receive in this world are from God. Therefore, our attitude should always be to honor,
glorify and thank Him for all that He has done for us. We do so by giving back to Him the first, highest
and best of all that He has given to us.  76

These are churches and various doctrinal organizations which publish this doctrine online. 

Links to Doctrines of Giving

R. B. Thieme, Jr.’s Giving: Gimmick or Grace? 
The Doctrine of Giving from the Maranatha Church. 
New Testament Giving from BibleOne. 
Christian Giving from Grace Notes. 
Wenstrom’s Doctrine of Giving 
L.G. Merritt’s Doctrine of Giving 
Grace Giving in the Church Age from Ekklesia. 
The Doctrine of Giving from the Spokane Bible Church. 
Lake Erie Bible Church’s Grace Giving 

 From 76 http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed January 31, 2015. 
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Links to Doctrines of Giving

Giving from the Dictionary of Doctrine (I think this might be R. B. Thieme, Jr.’s booklet online) 
Giving Principles from the Grace Bible Church 

One of the things which I have greatly appreciated from Berachah Church is, they have never sent me a letter
asking for money or implying that I ought to send them money; or a letter with a list of needs.  This was a
marvelous policy of grace as instituted by R. B. Thieme, Jr. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Vv. 9–10 read: Honor Y howah with your wealth and from the firstfruits of all your produce; then youre

storehouses will be filled [with] plenty and your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new wine. 

Our Property and God, from the Pulpit Commentary

I. We can honour God with our property. God has given us material things, and God intends for us to
use the blessings we received to honor Him.  Our faith is a mockery unless it affects the way in which we
spend our money, as well as all other concerns of life.  Property can be set apart to God to be used for
the promotion of His glory, as in the maintenance of worship, the extension of missions, the relief of the
poor, the sick, the widow and orphan. 

II. God has claims upon our property.  
1. All that we have originally comes from God. He created the materials and powers of nature. He

gave to us our faculties. We sow the seed, but God gives the increase.  
2. God lends us our property for a season.  Till recently it was not ours; soon we must leave it.  While

we have it, what is given to us may be used in our great Master"s service, and for which we shall
have to give an account.  Rich and poor men alike will be called to a Divine audit, where all their
wealth will be reckoned and their method of spending it apprised.  The one talent must be
accounted for as well as the fifty talents.  

III. Our whole property should be set apart to God.  
1. All of our wealth is given to us by God.  We shall have to give account of the use we make of all of

it of the substance or capital and of the increase or yearly income.  We cannot compound for the
abuse of the larger part of our goods by sacrificing to God a small proportion of them.  Bear in mind,
we are to be stewards, not beggars.  

2. This does not mean that every believer must turn his home into a halfway house or a mission; or
that we must sell everything that we have and give to the poor.  In fact, until you have some idea
as to what the Christian life is all about, you ought not make any big financial decisions regarding
God. 

IV. The best of our property should be more directly offered to the service of God.  Because God has
given all of this to us, He should have the firstfruits; His claims should be recognized before all others.

V. It is well to dispose of our property on a certain method. People who give to religious and
philanthropic objects on a system of setting apart a certain portion of their income for such purposes, find
that they can thus give most readily and justly.  It is for each to settle in his own conscience and before
God according to what proportion he should give.  It is not for you to decide for another person if he is
giving too much or too little. 

VI. This consecration of property to God brings a blessing on the owner.  If our gifts are not rewarded
with temporal riches, then we are assured that It is repaid in the benevolence God.  However, our spirit
must always be right when giving.  If you do not understand that, then you should not give.  You must be
filled with the Holy Spirit when you give, and that is achieved through rebound (naming your sins to God).

From The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, courtesy of e-sword,
Prov. 3:9–10 (with considerable editing and additions). 
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http://www.dictionaryofdoctrine.com/Giving.html
http://www.gracebiblechurchbaytown.org/uploads/1/0/1/6/10165395/giving.principles.pdf
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Proverbs 3:9–10 (a graphic); from the Fellowship Site; accessed February 9, 2015. 

Vv. 9–10 read: Honor Y howah with your wealthe

and from the firstfruits of all your produce; then
your storehouses will be filled [with] plenty and
your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new wine. 
Spiritual giving goes back to the children of Adam
(they gave through sacrifices—Gen. 4:4) and
Abraham (Gen. 14:18–21).  This is even
considered and vowed by Jacob in Gen. 28:22. 
Jesus taught about the sharing of our resources
throughout His ministry (Mark 14:10–21). 
However, bear in mind that Christian giving has
absolutely nothing to do with taxation or with
voting for higher taxes.  Whereas a good
government will take care of the helpless, to some
degree or another, carrying a banner through the
streets calling upon the rich to pay their fair share
to the government indicates that you have no clue
as to what spiritual giving is all about.  Spiritual giving is about you giving of your possessions, wealth, property,
time; it has nothing to do with anyone else.  So, if we have a ridiculously high taxation rate or a ridiculously low
one, you are outside of God’s will if (1) you refuse to name your sins to God and (2) you selfishly hold onto your
own wealth, giving none of it away (no matter what your excuse is).  If you are giving away money left and right,
but you are not in fellowship with God, you are wasting away your substance, given you by God. 

The rewards by God to believers for adhering to #1 and #2 above are found throughout Scripture.  There is one
who scatters, and increases yet more; And there is one who withholds more than is meet, but [tends] only to want. 
The liberal soul will be made fat; And he who waters will be watered also himself.  He who withholds grain, the
people will curse him; But blessing will be on the head of him who sells it. (Prov. 11:24–26; UPDV)  He who has
pity on the poor lends to Yahweh, And his good deed he will pay him again. (Prov. 19:17; UPDV)  Also Prov. 22:9 
Hag. 2:19  Mal. 3:10–11. 

Gary North: There should be no guilt associated with wealth gained through adherence to biblical law.
Such wealth is, in fact, a legitimate reward for honoring God and a testimony of the faithfulness of God
to His covenant promises, as the words of Proverbs explicitly state. Wealth earned in this fashion is
a means of evangelism: not just money to finance missions, but wealth to display before pagans
whose covenant breaking economic philosophies—socialism, Marxism, Keynesianism —have
produced either widespread poverty or slow economic growth.  77

Gary North continues: With Red China’s abandonment of Communism after Deng Xiao Ping’s reform
of 1978, soon making China the fastest growing large economy in history, and with the collapse and
then disappearance of the Soviet Union in 1991, the antipathy toward capitalism has grown muted,
both within the humanist intelligentsia and Christian academia. In short, visible economic results
eventually do persuade critics of the free market that the free market produces more rapid economic
growth than any alternative system of ownership. Their criticisms then turn to other issues, which
usually involve a critique of the tastes of the common man, who can buy more of what he wants under
the free market social order.  78
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 From 77 http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf (chapter 6) accessed February 3, 2015. 

 From 78 http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf (chapter 6) accessed February 3, 2015. 

http://www.thefellowshipsite.org/uploads/7/4/1/7/7417809/proverbs_3.9-10_nkjv_picture.jpg
http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf
http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf


Proverbs 3 86

Recall that I began this section referring to the threefold charge  of Solomon.  This should parallel spiritual79

growth for the believer in the Old Testament. 

The Spiritual Life: Summarizing Proverbs 3:5–10

Scripture Text/Commentary

Trust in Y howah with all your heart e

and do not rely upon your own understanding [that is,
upon human viewpoint].  
In all your ways, acquire His knowledge and He [even
He] will smooth out your paths [in life]. 

The believer first places their trust in Y howah, thee

God of the Bible, the God of the Jews.  The believer
then begins to take in doctrine, which is acquiring His
knowledge.  God in turn will help us during this growth
stage and smoothing out our paths. 

Do not become wise in your own estimation, 
[but] fear/respect Y howah and turn away from evil.e  
You are a healing to your naval 
and a refreshment [or, marrow] to your bones. 

We do not look to ourselves for wisdom, but we
develop fear and respect for Y howah, turning awaye

from evil.  This in turn gives us better health (a sinful
life is also an unhealthy life). 

Honor Y howah with your wealth e

and from the firstfruits of all your produce; 
then your storehouses will be filled [with] plenty 
and your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new wine. 

As we grow spiritually, we begin to produce divine
good.  The example given here is, we honor God with
our wealth (wealth which He provides in the first
place), and God gives us even greater blessings. 
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For the first 10 verses, David exhorts Solomon to do something in one verse, and then, in the next verse, he
will state the expected result to follow. 

Proverbs 3:1–10—Exhortations and Results

Exhortation Promised Result

My son, do not forsake my instruction and [let] your
heart keep [and preserve] my prohibitions [and
precepts],...

...for these things [lit., they] will add a long life [to you],
[as well as] an abundant life and peace to you. Grace
and truth will not forsake you. 

Bind them around your neck [and] write them on the
tablet of your heart,...

...so that you will find favor and pleasant
understanding in the eyes of Elohim and man. 

Trust in Y howah with all your heart and do not relye

upon your own understanding [that is, upon human
viewpoint].  In all your ways, acquire His knowledge... 

...and He [even He] will smooth out your paths [in life]. 

Do not become wise in your own estimation, [but]
fear/respect Y howah and turn away from evil.e  

You are a healing to your naval and a refreshment [or,
marrow] to your bones. 

Honor Y howah with your wealth and from thee

firstfruits of all your produce;...
...then your storehouses will be filled [with] plenty and
your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new wine. 

Dr. R. Dean does a similar summary in deanbible.org; accessed February 1, 2015.  It is likely that James Rickard did the
same thing. 

——————————

 From Peter Pett 79 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 5, 2015. 

http://deanbible.org/completed-studies-menu/old-testament-studies-menu/message/10-choices-consequences-commitment-and-correction/read
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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Discourse 5b: God’s Discipline for the Wrong Choices

In discourse 6, we seem to have 3 very different and unrelated sections.  David first warns Solomon not to despise
the correction (or, discipline) of the LORD.  Then the middle section speaks to the value of wisdom and some of
the resultant benefits (throughout this chapter, we are not only encouraged to seek wisdom, but then her benefits
are touted as well).  In the final section, we have that God founded the earth, based upon His wisdom. 

In reviewing this, I have placed vv. 11–12 with the previous section.  In vv. 1–10 we are told the right choices to
make, along with the results of making these right choices.  So, quite obviously, not every person makes these
right choices consistently.  In vv. 11–12, we have the alternative to making the right choices—discipline. 

A discipline of Y howah, my son, you will note

despise; and you will not be weary in His
reproof; for whom He loves, Y howahe

reproves, as a father a son He delights [in]. 

Proverbs
3:11–12

Do not despise the correction of Y howah, mye

son, and do not abhor [or, dread] His reproof;
for whom He loves, Y howah reproves; as ae

father, He delights [in His] son. 

Do not despise the correction of the LORD, my son; and do not disregard His reproof; for whom the LORD

loves, He chastens, if necessary, just as the father who delights in His son also disciplines His son. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) A discipline of Y howah, my son, you will not despise; and you will not be weary ine

His reproof; for whom He loves, Y howah reproves, as a father a son He delightse

[in]. 
Latin Vulgate My son, reject not the correction of the Lord: and do not faint when you are

chastened by him: For whom the Lord loves, he chastens: and as a father in the son
he pleases himself. 

Peshitta (Syriac) My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD, neither be weary of his
corrections.  For whom the LORD loves he corrects, even as a father corrects his
son. 

Septuagint (Greek) My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are rebuked
by Him: for whom the Lord loves, He rebukes, and scourges every son whom He
receives. 

Significant differences: No dramatic differences. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English My son, do not make your heart hard against the Lord's teaching; do not be made
angry by his training:  For to those who are dear to him the Lord says sharp words,
and makes the son in whom he has delight undergo pain. 

Easy English My son, do not be angry when God teaches you. 
Do not dislike it when he speaks strictly to you. 
God speaks strictly to people whom he loves. 
He is like a father. He speaks strictly to his favourite son. 

Easy-to-Read Version My son, sometimes the Lord will show you that you are doing wrong. But don’t be
angry about this punishment. Try to learn from it.  Why? Because the Lord corrects
the people he loves. Yes, God is like a father {that punishes} the son he loves. 
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Good News Bible (TEV) My child, when the LORD corrects you, pay close attention and take it as a warning. 
The LORD corrects those he loves, as parents correct a child of whom they are
proud. 

The Message But don't, dear friend, resent GOD's discipline; don't sulk under his loving correction. 
It's the child he loves that GOD corrects; a father's delight is behind all this. 

Names of God Bible Do not reject the discipline of Yahweh, my son, 
and do not resent his warning, 

because Yahweh warns the one he loves, 
even as a father warns a son with whom he is pleased. 

NIRV My son, do not hate the Lord's training. 
Do not object when he corrects you. 

The Lord trains those he loves. 
He is like a father who trains the son he is pleased with. 

New Simplified Bible My son, do not despise Jehovah’s discipline or be weary of his correction. For whom
Jehovah loves He reproves, just like a father corrects the son he loves dearly.
(Hebrews 12:6) 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Don't reject the instruction of the Lord, my son; 
don't despise his correction. 

The Lord loves those he corrects, 
just like a father who treats his son with favor. 

Contemporary English V. My child, don't turn away or become bitter when the LORD corrects you.  The LORD
corrects everyone he loves, just as parents correct their favorite child. 

The Living Bible Young man, do not resent it when God chastens and corrects you, for his
punishment is proof of his love. Just as a father punishes a son he delights in to
make him better, so the Lord corrects you. 

New Berkeley Version Despise not, my son, the discipline [“Instruction” (by chastisement).] of the LORD 
nor loath His reproof; 
for whom the LORD loves He corrects [“Reproves by punishment.”], 
as a father the son in whom he delights. 

New Century Version My child, do not reject the Lord's discipline, 
and don't get angry when he corrects you. 

The Lord corrects those he loves, 
just as parents correct the child they delight in. 

New Life Version My son, listen when the Lord punishes you. Do not give up when He tells you what
you must do.  The Lord punishes everyone He loves. He whips every son He
receives. 

New Living Translation My child, don't reject the Lord's discipline, 
and don't be upset when he corrects you. 

For the Lord corrects those he loves, 
just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights.  Greek version reads
loves, / and he punishes those he accepts as his children. Compare Heb
12:6.

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible O son; Never take lightly instructions from God, or be upset when He disciplines
you.  For Jehovah loves those whom He corrects, and He whips those whom He
welcomes as sons. 

Beck’s American Translation My son, do’t reject the LORD’s training 
or get disgusted with His correction, 
Bible doctrine the Lord corrects the one He loves, 
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like a father corrects a son he delights in. 
International Standard V My son, do not reject the LORD's discipline, 

and do not despise his correction, 
the LORD corrects the person he loves, 

just as a father corrects [The Heb. lacks corrects] the son he delights in [So
MT; LXX reads loves, and he punishes every son he accepts]. 

Lexham English Bible Happy Is the One Who Finds Wisdom 
Do not despise the discipline of Yahweh, my child. Do not be weary of his reproof
because whomever Yahweh will love, he will rebuke, as a father delights in his son. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible My son, do not undervalue the correction the Lord sends thee, do not be unmanned
when he reproves thy faults.  It is where he loves that he bestows correction, like
a father whose son is dear to him. 

Today’s NIV My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline, and do not resent his rebuke,
because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 

Translation for Translators My son, when Yahweh disciplines/corrects you, do not despise it, 
and if he rebukes you, do not resent it. 

I say that because it is the people whom Yahweh loves that he corrects/reproves,
just like parents correct/reprove their sons whom they love. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear My son, never reject Yahweh's correction, and never loathe his testing. For Yahweh
tests what he loves, as a father accepts his son. 

Conservapedia My son, don't hate the chastening of the LORD and don't get tired of his correction: 
 Because God corrects those who he loves like a father delights in his son. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible Son, despise not the Lokn who corrects, Nor hate Him because He reproves, For
the Loan reproves those whom He loves, Like a father his own darling child! 

HCSB Do not despise the LORD's instruction, my son, and do not loathe His discipline; 
for the LORD disciplines the one He loves, just as a father, the son he delights in. 

NIV, ©2011 My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline, 
and do not resent his rebuke, 

because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 
as a father the son he delights in.  Hebrew; Septuagint loves, / and he
chastens everyone he accepts as his child. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) My son, do not scorn the discipline of Yahweh; do not ignore his correction.  For
Yahweh corrects those he loves, as a father does his beloved son. 

The Heritage Bible My son, do not despise the corrective discipline of Jehovah, and do not abhor his
rebuke,  Because whom Jehovah loves he makes right, even as a father the son in
whom he delights. 

New American Bible (2011) The discipline of the LORD, my son, do not spurn;d 
do not disdain his reproof;  Heb 12:5-6.
For whom the LORD loves he reproves, 
as a father, the son he favors.  Jdt 8:27; Rev 3:19. 
One might be tempted to judge the quality of one's relationship to God by one's
prosperity. It is an inadequate criterion, for God as a teacher might go counter to
student expectations. The discipline of God can involve suffering.

New Jerusalem Bible My child, do not scorn correction from Yahweh, do not resent his reproof; for
Yahweh reproves those he loves, as a father the child whom he loves. 

Revised English Bible My son, do not spurn the LORD's correction or recoil from his reproof; 
for those whom the LORD loves he reproves, and he punishes the son who is dear
to him. 
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Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible My son, don't despise ADONAI's discipline or resent his reproof; for ADONAI
corrects those he loves like a father who delights in his so. 

exeGeses companion Bible My son,  
neither spurn the discipline of Yah Veh  
nor abhor his reproof:  
for whom Yah Veh loves, he reproves  
- even as a father the son who pleases him. 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) Do not reject the discipline of the Lord, my son; 
Do not abhor His rebuke. 
For whom the Lord loves, He rebukes, 
As a father the son whom he favors. 

Judaica Press Complete T. My son, despise not the discipline of the Lord, and do not abhor His chastening, for
the Lord chastens the one He loves, as a father placates a son. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Beni (my son), despise not the musar Hashem; neither be weary of His tokhakhah
(reproof); For whom Hashem loveth, He correcteth; even as an av the ben in whom
he delighteth. 

The Scriptures 1998 My son, do not despise the discipline of éäåä, And do not loathe His reproof; For
whom éäåä loves He reproves, As a father the son whom he delights in.  Verses 11 -
12 are quoted in Heb. 12:5-6. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible My son, do not despise or shrink from the chastening of the Lord [His correction by
punishment or by subjection to suffering or trial]; neither be weary of or impatient
about or loathe or abhor His reproof, 
For whom the Lord loves He corrects, even as a father corrects the son in whom he
delights. 

The Expanded Bible My ·child [ son], do not reject the Lord's discipline, L

and don't ·get angry [loathe] when he corrects you. 
The Lord corrects those he loves, 

just as ·parents [ fathers] correct the child they delight in.L  
Kretzmann’s Commentary My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, the correction which He deals out

in the school of life; neither be weary of His correction, regarding it with loathing and
aversion; for whom the Lord loveth He correcteth, and so the person subject to His
discipline thereby receives a proof of His love; even as a father the son in whom he
delighteth, or, "holds him dear as a father his son, in whose case tile lack of
discipline is rightly referred to a want of fatherly love.  Cf Job. 5:17; Heb. 12:5-6.  

NET Bible® My child, do not despise discipline from the Lord [Heb "the discipline of the Lord."], 
and do not loathe his rebuke. 
For the Lord disciplines those he loves, 
just as a father disciplines [The verb "disciplines" does not appear in the Hebrew
text, but is implied by the parallelism; it is supplied in the translation for the sake of
clarity.] the son in whom he delights.  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 11-20: Blessings of Grace} 
{Verses 11-12: First Blessing of Grace is Discipline} 
{Quoted in Hebrews Chapter 12:5} 
My son, do not reject the discipline of Jehovah/God.  Therefore, do not loath His
punishment.  For whom Jehovah/God loves He judges {yakach} . . . even as a
father to the son in whom He delights {ratsah}.  {Note: How does God judge us? He
judges by punitive actions. God treats us in grace even when He disciplines us. The
very fact you are alive and suffering is Grace. If He gave any of us what we
deserved, we would be dead and not hurting anymore!} 
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The Voice My son, do not ignore the Eternal's instruction 
or lose heart when He steps in to correct you; 

Because the Eternal proves His love by caring enough to discipline you, 
just as a father does his child, his pride and joy.  Hebrews 12:5-6 

God knows well what He is doing. He has established rewards for living wisely: A
happy, long life. A good reputation. Guidance when you need it most. Health.
Success. Even, dare we say, fatherly discipline. These are just a few of the benefits
accompanying God's wisdom.

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version The discipline of Yahweh, my son, do not reject, And do not be irritated by His
reproof, For whom Yahweh loves He corrects, And He gives pain to the son He
holds dear." 

Context Group Version My son, don't ignore the chastening of YHWH; Neither be weary of his reproof: 
YHWH gives allegiance to the one he reproves; Even as a father the son in whom
he delights. 

Emphasized Bible The, chastening of Yahweh, my son, do not reject, nor loathe his rebuke; For, whom
Yahweh loveth, he correcteth, he causeth pain to the son in whom he delighteth. 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, neither faint when you are rebuked
of him. For whom the Lord loves he chastens: and yet delights in him even as a
father in his own son. 

NASB My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, 
Nor detest His correction; 
For whom the Lord loves He corrects, 
Just as a father the son in whom he delights. 

New King James Version My son, do not reject the discipline [Or instruction] of the Lord 
Or loathe His reproof, 
For whom the Lord loves He reproves, 
Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights. 

Webster’s updated Bible My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of His
correction: For whom the LORD loves He corrects; even as a father the son [in
whom] He delights. 

Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. The instruction/discipline of Yhwh, my son, do not reject/despise, and do not be
grieved in His reproof/rebuke 
For/because the one whom Yhwh loves, , He reproves, even as a father does the
son in whom He delights. 

Young’s Updated LT Chastisement of Jehovah, my son, despise not, And be not vexed with His reproof, 
For whom Jehovah loves He reproves, Even as a father the son He is pleased with. 

The gist of this verse: Do not be upset when you are disciplined by God, because He disciplines us out of
love and for our benefit. 

It is interesting the approach that David takes here.  We will all be disciplined by God at one time or another.  The
book of Proverbs is about wisdom.  Logically, we would expect David to explain that God disciplines us according
to His wisdom; meaning that we would gain the most and be benefitted the most because when God disciplines
us, it is according to His wisdom and foresight.  But that is not David’s approach.  Instead, David tells us that God
disciplines us from His love—just as a father disciplines his own son.  Ideally speaking, we don’t beat our own sons
because we are mad at them and we want them to hurt; we discipline them because we love them and we are
trying to get them ready for life. 
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Proverbs 3:11a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

mûwçâr (îåÌñÈø)
[pronounced moo-

SAWR]

discipline [of the moral nature],
chastening, correction;

admonition; instruction, doctrine

masculine singular
construct

Strong’s #4148 
BDB #416

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

bên (áÌÅï) [pronounced
bane]

son, descendant
masculine singular noun

with the 1  personst

singular suffix

Strong’s #1121 
BDB #119

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

mâ(aç (îÈàÇñ)
[pronounced maw-AHS]

to reject, to despise, to lightly
esteem, to refuse

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal perfect
Strong’s #3988 

BDB #549

Translation: Do not despise the correction of Y howah, my son,...e   This is interesting, as we do not know what
sort of son Solomon was.  He seemed to take direction from his father.  Whatever his father suggested in
1Kings 2, Solomon did.  Early on, he requested wisdom from God.  Yet, David warns Solomon here about being
corrected by God.  Likely, this is a result of David’s own estrangement from God in the matter of Bathsheba and
Uriah. 

The word found here is mûwçâr (îåÌñÈø) [pronounced moo-SAWR], and it means discipline [of the moral nature],
chastening, correction; admonition; instruction, doctrine.  Strong’s #4148  BDB #416. 

Clarke writes: discipline is necessary to render that teaching effectual; and, often, correction is
requisite in order to bring the mind into submission, without which it cannot acquire knowledge.  80

We know very little about David’s correction of Solomon.  By v. 12b, it is suggested that David disciplined Solomon
pretty strongly on some occasions.  Given the behavior of Solomon’s older brothers, who were never tamed by
David, it is not impossible to think of Solomon as strong-willed as a young boy and as needing correction. 

David himself had been corrected by God, which correction he deserved and needed.  David had gone far, far over
the line when took the wife of one of his soldiers and then had that soldier killed.  Solomon, interestingly enough,
is the oldest living son of that woman and King David.  So David speaks from experience here.  He did wrong—he
knows that he did wrong—and God chastened him.  Better to accept the chastening of God than to be stiff-necked
toward Him. 

So David tells Solomon: “When God disciplines you (and He will), do not be recalcitrant; do not be angry towards
God.” 

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:11. 80
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Proverbs 3:11b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

qûwts (÷åÌõ) [pronounced
koots]

to be weary of something; to
loath, to abhor [due to an

undercurrent of dread), to feel a
sickening dread; to be weary [of

something]

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect;
jussive

Strong’s #6973 
BDB #880

The NET Bible: The verb ÷åÌõ (quts) has a two-fold range of meaning: (1) “to feel a loathing; to abhor” and (2)
“to feel a sickening dread” (BDB 880 s.v.). The parallelism with “do not despise” suggests the former nuance
here. The common response to suffering is to loathe it; however, the righteous understand that it refines one’s
moral character and that it is a means to the blessing.  81

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

tôkachath (úÌåÉëÇçÇú)
[pronounced toh-KAH-

khath]

the act of arguing or disagreeing;
arguing down, contradicting,

speaking in opposition; a
reproof, a rebuke with a

correction; a punishment for
correction; chastening

feminine singular noun
with the 3  personrd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #8433 
BDB #407

Translation: ...and do not abhor [or, dread] His reproof;...  Solomon is not to treat lightly God’s reproof or
correction.  The verb here is qûwts (÷åÌõ) [pronounced koots], and it means to be weary of something; to loath, to
abhor [due to an undercurrent of dread), to feel a sickening dread; to be weary [of something].  Strong’s #6973 
BDB #880.  God corrects us with the highest of possible motives, and with the greatest love.  God does not correct
us in anger; God does not correct us to gain revenge; God corrects us for doing that which is wrong, so that we
might learn from His correction.  Therefore, even though God’s spanking may seem pretty harsh, we need to
accept them and not to fear them.  That is, when we have done wrong, and God is going to clobber us, we are
not to faint under the pressure of the expected discipline. 

Application: I had an uncle who was far more than stern with his kids; he beat them regularly, to a point where
they became mean (some of them), possibly because of his beatings.  He beat them for things he should not have;
and overlooked things that required action.  From my remembrance of him, I would think that he disciplined in
anger, and his children had great reason to dread his spankings.  They were not done out of love; they were not
done from an even mind.  So, it is reasonable to fear a parent and to even, at some point, recognize their irrational
behavior; but it is not reasonable to think of God in that way. 

Ironside: Earthly parents do not always have the direct good of their children in view when they
discipline them. Often we may be motivated more by the disturbance of our personal comfort than by

 From 81 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 
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the child’s need of correction! In such a case we chasten after our own pleasure. Our God and Father
never deals this way with us. He always has our good before Him. Even so, “no chastening for the
present seems to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” (Hebrews 12:11).  82

V. 11 reads: Do not despise the correction of Y howah, my son, and do not abhor e [or, dread] His reproof;...  This
sounds so much like Job 5:17  “Behold, blessed is the one whom God reproves; therefore despise not the
discipline of the Almighty.” (ESV)  This is Eliphaz thinking the Job is being disciplined (these seems obviously to
Eliphaz).  So, what he says here is correct, but it does not apply to Job.  However, it sounds very much as if David
has studied the book of Job and based what he tells Solomon here on Job 5:17. 

Proverbs 3:12a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kîy (ëÌÄé) [pronounced kee]
for, that, because; when, at that

time, which, what time
explanatory or temporal
conjunction; preposition

Strong's #3588 
BDB #471

(êth (àÆç) [pronounced
ayth]

untranslated generally;
occasionally to, toward

indicates that the
following substantive is a

direct object

Strong's #853
BDB #84

(ãsher (àÂÉùÆø)
[pronounced uh-SHER]

that, which, when, who, whom;
where; in that, in which, in what

relative pronoun;
sometimes the verb to

be is implied

Strong's #834 
BDB #81

Owen translates these 3 words as for whom. 

(âhêb (àÈäÅá) [pronounced
aw-HAYV ]B

to desire, to breathe after; to
love; to delight in; human love
[for another] [familial, sexual];

human love [desire, appetite] for
[food, drink, sleep, wisdom];

human love [for, to God]; God’s
love [toward men, people of
Israel, righteousness]; to like

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #157 

BDB #12

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

yâkach (éÈëÇç)
[pronounced yaw-KAHK]

BDB definitions: to decide,
judge; to adjudge, appoint; to

show to be right, prove; to
convince, convict; to reprove,

chide; to correct, rebuke

3  person masculinerd

singular, Hiphil imperfect
Strong’s #3198 

BDB #406

The NET Bible: Heb “chastens.” The verb éÈëÇç (yakhakh) here means “to chasten; to punish” (HALOT 410 s.v.
éëç 1) or “to correct; to rebuke” (BDB 407 s.v. 6). The context suggests some kind of corporeal discipline rather
than mere verbal rebuke or cognitive correction. This verse is quoted in Heb 12:5-6 to show that suffering in
the service of the Lord is a sign of membership in the covenant community (i.e., sonship).  83

 Dr. Henry Allen Ironside, Studies on Book One of Psalms; from e-Sword, originally taken from82

http://www.plymouthbrethren.org/; Prov. 3:11–12. 

 From 83 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 
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Translation: ...for whom He loves, Y howah reproves;...e   When God loves someone, He reproves them when
necessary.  He corrects them and rebukes them, when necessary.  As Moses told the children of Israel: And you
will consider in your heart, that, as a man chastens his son, so Yahweh your God chastens you. (Deut. 8:5; UPDV) 

Ideally speaking when a child is disciplined by his father, it is done out of love.  The father wants to protect the
child from his own bad decisions.  A father who loves his son is not looking to gain revenge; he is not looking to
make his son hurt for some personal vendetta; he is looking to find the right amount of force to convince the child
to avoid doing what he did to earn the spanking in the first place.  A parent who loves his child is willing to set limits
and hold to these limits; because this is for the child’s own good and protection.  If you understand this, then you
understand the discipline of the believing man by God. 

What Solomon might have been expecting to hear is, “God will discipline you and do not despise His discipline
because God is wise and He knows the best way to correct you.”  But, instead, David tells Solomon, “Do not
despise God’s discipline because He disciplines you out of love.” 

Proverbs 3:12b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

kaph or k  (ëÌÀ)e

[pronounced k ]e
like, as, just as; according to,
after; about, approximately

preposition of
comparison,

resemblance or
approximation

No Strong’s # 
BDB #453

(âb  (àÈá) [pronounced
aw v]b

father, both as the head of a
household, clan or tribe; founder,

civil leader, military leader
masculine singular noun

Strong’s #1 
BDB #3

The NET Bible: MT reads åÌëÀàÈá (ukh’av, “and like a father”) but the LXX reflects the Hiphil verb åÀéÇëÀàÄá (vÿyakh’iv,
“and scourges every son he receives”). Both readings fit the parallelism; however, it is unnecessary to emend
MT which makes perfectly good sense. The fact that the writer of Hebrews quotes this passage from the LXX
and it became part of the inspired NT text does not mean that the LXX reflects the original Hebrew reading
here.  84

(êth (àÆç) [pronounced
ayth]

untranslated generally;
occasionally to, toward

indicates that the
following substantive is a

direct object

Strong's #853
BDB #84

bên (áÌÅï) [pronounced
bane]

son, descendant masculine singular noun
Strong’s #1121 

BDB #119

râtsâh (øÈöÈä)
[pronounced raw-

TSAWH]

to accept; to be delighted [with a
person or thing], to be pleased

with [something]; to receive
[graciously], to delight [in

someone, something]; to enjoy;
to make acceptable; to satisfy, to

pay off

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong's #7521 

BDB #953

 From 84 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 
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Translation: ...as a father, He delights [in His] son. 
This is like a father and son.  A father corrects his son,
ideally speaking, not because he is mad at him, but
because he loves him and wants the best for his son. 

As believers in the Church Age, we are in Christ; and,
as such, are loved because God the Father loves His
Son (and His sons who are in Him).  Therefore, it ought
to be clear that discipline from God is given out of love
for us.  The end result is for our good; not for our harm. 

Proverbs 3:12 (a graphic) from Today’s Christian
Woman; and accessed February 9, 2015. 

Wells of Living Water Commentary: There is a great deal of difference between the chastening of a
slave and of a son. We are sons. We are not only sons, but we are sons well beloved in the sight of
the Lord. The Master may chasten His slave for the master's good, more than for the slave's good.
The whip is used in order to create a fear in the heart of the slave, that will force him to faithful service.
The son is chastened for his own good.  85

Since God disciplines us as sons, this is for our benefit and our ultimate happiness. 

The AEB is based upon the LXX translation. 

The American English Bible on Spanking

We have translated the words at Proverbs 13:24 as saying, 'He who doesn't care, won't spank [his son]; but
he who loves, will carefully correct him.'

Now, we realize that the words which were actually said, were: 'ïò öåéäåôáé ôçò âáêôçñéáò ìéóåé ôïí õéïí áõôïõ
ï äå áãáðùí åðéìåëùò ðáéäåõåé,' or, 'the/one sparing the rod dislikes the son his, but the loving/one carefully
corrects.' Why have we made this change?

Well, the word rod (or staff) in English implies a large, hard object that can be used to maim or cause injury,
while the text obviously implies something more like a switch or a stick that can be used for a spanking. Yet,
even this mild action is found to be offensive among many modern peoples, and some would choose to have
Solomon say, 'He who doesn't give a time out to his son doesn't care for his son'… but that's not what Solomon
said. Yes, careful correction is what Solomon was talking about, but the text shows that he was speaking of
well-thought-out discipline, which may require a spanking.

That such corporal punishment is meant can be found by reading a similar verse, Proverbs 23:13–14, which
says, 'Don't avoid correcting an infant; for if you spank him with a switch, no way will he die. And if you will
spank him with a switch, from death you will rescue his soul.' Also note that God speaks of Himself as 'whipping'
those whom He loves at Proverbs 3:11, 12, where we read: 'Never take lightly instructions from God, or be
upset when He disciplines you. For Jehovah loves those whom He corrects, and He whips those whom He
welcomes as sons.' 

 From 85 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/lwc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 4, 2015. 
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J. Vernon McGee: I have seen a judge take his own little son and slap him across the face when he should have
corrected him. Then he turned and let off the criminal whom he should have punished. Criminals are to be
punished. Our children are to be chastened - that is, corrected and disciplined. That is what God does for His
own children.  86

From 2001translation.com; accessed January 19, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

You may notice that Heb. 13:5–6 is not the exact translation from Prov. 3:11–12.  How do we square this with
the concept of the infallibility of the Biblical text? 

Explaining Hebrews 13:5–6, which quotes Proverbs 3:11–12

Scripture Text

The Hebrew reads: 
Do not despise the correction of Y howah, my son, and do not abhor e [or, dread]
His reproof; for whom He loves, Y howah reproves; as a father, He delights [ine

His] son. 

The Greek reads: 
My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are
rebuked by Him: for whom the Lord loves, He rebukes, and scourges every son
whom He receives. 

The New Testament reads: 

And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? "My son,
do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by
Him.  For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son whom
He receives." (Heb. 13:5–6; ESV; capitalized) 

There was apparently a problem with the text, and the Greek understood the Hebrew text to say something else. 
When the writer of Hebrews quotes the Greek text, it then becomes a part of the Word of God, even though
it is based upon a faulty translation in the first place.  Therefore, the Hebrew text stands as being inspired of
God; and the Greek text also now stands as being inspired of God. 

There is no contradiction here.  These are simply complementary concepts. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Wells of Living Water Commentary: We must not think for one moment that, when we are corrected
by the Divine hand, we are cast off as despised and rejected. Not at all. God's corrections are a sign
of His love. Not only that, but He corrects us because He delights in us.  

Some parents may imagine that they should never correct their children or chasten them. Such a
conception is altogether contrary to a properly directed love. If we want our children to grow up in sin
and willfulness, we need but to leave them to their own way. God chastens us because He wants to
bring us back into the place of righteousness and true holiness.  

Let us, therefore, not despise His chastenings, neither let us weary of His corrections. If we receive
not the chastening of the Lord, we know that we are not sons, but bastards. True sonship means a
faithful and a wise child-training, and true fatherhood will be sure to exert this corrective training.  87

 From 86 https://archive.org/stream/20-Proverbs/20-PROVERBS_djvu.txt (Prov. 3) accessed February 6, 2015. 
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J. Vernon McGee: God does not whip the devil's children, but He certainly does spank His own. That
is a good evidence that you belong to Him.  88

This doctrine probably originated from R. B. Thieme, Jr.’s notes (or this may be directly from his notes). 

Divine Discipline, from Bible Doctrine Resource

1. Definition and Description.
1) Divine discipline is the sum total of punitive action taken by the justice of God in grace to correct,

to punish, to encourage, to train, and to motivate the believer's free will toward the protocol plan of 
2) Therefore, divine discipline is distinguished from divine judgment, in that discipline is for believers

only, but judgment is directed toward all categories of the human race and angels under certain 
3) When believers get out of fellowship through sin, human good, or evil, we bring suffering on

ourselves. If we do not use the most basic problem solving device of rebound, we will continue in
a state of carnality, cosmic living, or reversionism. Carnality is a brief stay in the cosmic system;
reversionism is a prolonged residence in the cosmic system. Only in time are we, members of the
royal family of God, disciplined in the form of suffering. 

4) Divine discipline must also be distinguished from the law of volitional responsibility with its
self-imposed, self-induced, and self-indulged forms of misery. Bad decisions not only destroy future
options in life, but they result in tremendous misery manufactured by ourselves, for which we must
take the responsibility. The resultant discomfort, misery, and unhappiness may last for a short or
long period of time. 

5) If the believer persists in these three categories under the law of volitional responsibility, i.e.,
self-imposed, self-induced, and self-indulged misery, it is obvious that God will add to it if you do
not come around through rebound. 

6) Punishment from God often follows the failure to rebound from our sins. Our every sin originates
from our free will. Though temptation may come from the old sin nature or another source, we make
the decision to sin. All wrong decisions come from some form of arrogance or lust. 

7) While God is the source of divine discipline, man's free will is the source of suffering under the law
of volitional responsibility. God uses His sovereignty and His perfect judgment to know when it's
time to warn us that we are out of fellowship, and to bring us back to reality with varying categories
of punishment. 

8) All divine discipline, except the sin unto death, is always designed to correct, to train, and to 
2. Principle of Divine Discipline. 

1) There is no such thing as a perfect child. Therefore, if you as a parent have never spanked your
child, you have failed. And the child who is not properly trained and disciplined inevitably grows up
to be a source of great misery. Generally speaking, children benefit from spanking, and they always
feel better when it's over. Not only are children imperfect, but all children are hard-headed. 

2) So there is an analogy between children and believers. For as long as we live on this earth, we
continue to have an old sin nature. We will never be free from sin; no one is perfect. 

3) When we, through our own bad decisions, put ourselves in a jam, we hate ourselves, whether we
know it or not. We're miserable under the law of volitional responsibility. 

4) God in His grace provides divine discipline. His divine discipline is motivated by love. God does not
punish us because he likes to see us squirm. God is perfect, just, and fair; we are His children as
royal family of God. 

5) Prov 3:12, "For whom the Lord loves He judges by punitive action; therefore, like a father to a son
in whom he delights." 

6) Being fair and loving to your children means you will reward and bless them on certain occasions,
and at other times you will discipline them. Being a parent is a very difficult life, because you love
your children but you cannot cater to them. You must recognize their faults and train and punish
them; you must also recognize when they succeed and reward them. 

7) Heb 12:5-6, "And so you yourselves have forgotten a principle of doctrine which teaches you as

 From 88 https://archive.org/stream/20-Proverbs/20-PROVERBS_djvu.txt (Prov. 3) accessed February 6, 2015. 
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Divine Discipline, from Bible Doctrine Resource

sons [Prov 3:11-12], ̀ My son, do not make light of corrective discipline from the Lord, nor be fainting
when you are reproved by Him [intensive discipline]; for whom the Lord loves He disciplines
[warning discipline], and He skins alive with a whip every son whom He receives [intensive 

8) Divine discipline to the believer is parental training in the royal family of God. Like parental training,
divine discipline is designed to inculcate humility, and from that humility, true objectivity for life. You
are never oriented to life until you are objective. People who are basically subjective have a much
more difficult time in learning from and receiving blessings from God's discipline. 

9) Divine discipline teaches us as believers to be oriented to what we really are. The very fact that we
receive warning discipline from God tells us we are divorced from reality, and that God is bringing
us back to reality and objectivity so that we can grow in grace and have all the wonderful assets He
has designed for us in our portfolio and in His protocol plan. 

10) So divine discipline teaches the believer when he refuses to learn from Bible doctrine (being
arrogant), or what he simply has not learned from doctrine, being negative and ignorant. Often what
you resist in the teaching of doctrine God will teach you in another way, the hard way, through
divine discipline. 

11) Remember that although divine discipline is suffering, it is not bad, as we associate with suffering,
but it is teaching from the grace of God. All of us must learn certain things the hard way through
divine discipline. So you can learn the easy way, from your pastor-teacher, or you can learn directly
from God the hard way, which hurts. 

3. Divine discipline is related to suffering in general. 
1) There are basically two types of suffering. The first type is made up of categories 1 and 2, the law

of volitional responsibility and divine discipline. The second type is made up of categories 3, 4, and
5, providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing.

2) Suffering for Punishment Suffering for Blessing
Issue: sin Issue: spiritual momentum, blessing
Status: cosmic, carnal, reversm Status: divine dynasphere
Category: suffering unbearable Category: suffering bearable, 1Cor 10:13
Vwpt: arrogance and subjectivity Vwpt: humility and objectivity
Solution: rebound, 1 Jn 1:9 Solution: faith-rest drill, Hope 2 and 3, and Virtue Love
Result: cursing to blessing Result: Acceleration of spiritual growth
(1) Suffering removed. 
(2) Suffering continued, but reduced. 
(3) Suffering continued at same level. 

3) The only priesthood function the believer can use while in the cosmic system is the rebound
technique. This is the only way to break the system of divine discipline. Naming your sins to God
is totally non-meritorious. You are then immediately forgiven and restored to fellowship, filled with
the Holy Spirit, and reentered into your palace, the divine dynasphere. 

4. Spheres of Divine Discipline. 
1) Punishment in time. Heb 12:7-14  Because of corrective discipline, endure [in divine dynasphere];

as a result, God will deal with you as sons; for what one is a son [royal family of God] whom the
Father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline, of which all believers have become
participants, then your bastards are not sons. Another point: we have our human parents for
corrective discipline, we respected them; therefore, to a greater degree, you will become
subordinate to the Father our spirits, and continue living [in divine dynasphere].  For they [human
parents], on the one hand, disciplined us for a short time [during childhood] according to what
seemed best to them; but He [God], on the other hand, disciplines us for our profit, in order that we
might receive a share of His holiness [blessing from God's justice]. So, on the one hand, all
discipline while in progress appears to be an occasion not for happiness but sorrow; on the other
hand, afterwards [after rebound], it pays back with interest a prosperous gain [resumption of
momentum in divine dynasphere]. Therefore, restore to power [divine dynasphere] the listless
hands and disabled knees [mandate to rebound], be making straight tracks by means of your feet
[momentum of gate #4], in order that the cripple [believer in cosmic system] may not be put out of
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joint permanently, but rather be healed [restored]. With all the royal family of God, keep moving
toward the objective [gate #8] which is prosperity [escrow blessings]; likewise, [unbelievers] aspire
to holiness [possession of perfect righteousness of God and union with Christ], without which no
one will see God. 

2) There is no divine discipline during the interlude between physical death and the Rapture for either
the winner or the loser. During that interim, 2Cor 5:8 tells us that every believer is absent from the
body and face to face with the Lord. This implies that we have an interim body while waiting for the
resurrection of the Church. In this status quo, every believer has great happiness. This has great
application of comfort for the loved ones of any believer who has died. Rev 21:4 applies to both
winners and losers. Whether a believer failed or succeeded in the plan of God is no longer an issue
after they die, no matter how they died. 

3) At the Judgment Seat of Christ, there will be some embarrassment for losers. The life of every
Church Age believer is evaluated. 
(1) For losers, 1Jn 2:28 applies, And now, dear children [all believers], keep residing in it [divine

dynasphere], that if He [Jesus Christ] should appear [Rapture], we might have confidence [as
winners] and might not be put to shame [as losers] by Him in His presence [Judgment Seat
of Christ]. 

(2) 2Cor 5:10, We must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one of us
[Church Age believers] may receive what is due him for the things accomplished in the body,
whether good or worthless. 

(3) Rom 5:5  And hope [Hope 3] does not make us ashamed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
This implies some will be ashamed. 

5. Purpose for Divine Discipline. 
1) Punishment or punitive action from God is designed to train and teach us. 
2) Rev 3:19 states the purpose. Those whom I love [God's personal love for all believers with perfect

righteousness] I reprimand [warning discipline] and I punish [intensive discipline]; therefore, be
zealous [motivation from divine discipline] and rebound. 

3) The purpose of divine discipline is to motivate the believer to recover residence inside the divine
dynasphere, the only place we as royal family of God can execute the protocol plan of God. 

4) Divine discipline is a warning that the believer is out of bounds and not executing God's plan, but
functioning in Satan's cosmic system. The boundaries of God's plan are defined in terms of the
divine dynasphere. 

5) As a perfect plan, God's plan must be executed in bounds, not out of bounds. Just as the referee
blows the whistle, the flag is thrown, and the penalty is given when a player is out of bounds in a
sports game, so God blows the whistle on us through the administration of punishment: divine 

6) There are two systems of perception during the Church Age: 
(1) Learning the easy way: Operation Z, gate #4, through the communication of doctrine from

one's own right pastor-teacher. This system has unlimited opportunity for advance to maturity.
This can result in spiritual maturity and fantastic blessing. 

(2) Learning the hard way through divine discipline from God, which has limited objectives to alert
the cosmic believer that he's out of bounds, and to motivate his recovery through the function
of the rebound technique. Divine discipline reminds us that none of us ever get away with
anything. You are no different. 

7) Learning the easy way requires three things. 
(1) Filling of the Spirit. 
(2) Impersonal love for objectivity. 
(3) Enforced and genuine humility, without which the believer is unteachable. 

8) If you cannot learn from humility, you learn from hurting.  Learning from hurting is the limited lesson
of motivation to rebound and recover from the cosmic system. 

9) The believer must recover from the cosmic system to live inside the divine dynasphere. Only inside
the divine dynasphere is logistical grace provision exploited to the glory of God and momentum. 

10) The cosmic believer who does not learn from divine discipline is eventually removed from this life
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under painful circumstances. 
11) Learning the easy way through perception of doctrine in the divine dynasphere is often too much

for the believer. He has to get out of fellowship and learn certain things the hard way. 
12) As a motivator to rebound and reside in our palace, we're given certain passages, such as

1Cor. 11:30-31  For this reason [believers taking communion in the cosmic system], many believers
are weak [warning discipline] and sick [intensive discipline], and a number of believers sleep
[administration of the sin unto death]. But if we would judge ourselves [rebound], we should not be
judged.  

13) When the believer uses rebound, God exercises one of three options on his behalf, though the
purpose for the suffering has changed from discipline to blessing. All suffering for blessing is
designed to accelerate spiritual growth. 
(1) The removal of all disciplinary suffering. 
(2) Discipline suffering is diminished, but is now designed for blessing. The reason the suffering

is reduced is so that you can bear it. God never gives us more than we can bear in fellowship.
(3) Disciplinary suffering continues at the same intensity, but is now designed for blessing. It

continues at the same intensity because you can bear it and gain blessing from it.
Job 5:17-18  Behold, happy is the man whom God reproves. Therefore, do not desire the
discipline of EL SHADDAI [many-breasted God, Provider of logistical grace]; for He inflicts
pain and He bandages the wound. He wounds [intensive discipline] and His hands heal." 

14) In summary, most of our suffering comes from ourselves under the law of volitional responsibility.
But when we ignore the suffering incurred from the law of volitional responsibility and continue to
live in the dungeon of the cosmic system, then God brings us back to reality. 
(1) The arrogance complex in cosmic one is so great and powerful that it divorces us from reality.

So God first administers warning discipline. 
(2) When that doesn't work, He adds intensified discipline. At this point, the believer is now used

by God for an entirely different purpose. No longer can he fulfill God's plan. However, God
keeps him alive, though obnoxious, psychotic, neurotic, or sociopathic for people testing for
those believers advancing through the valley of momentum testing. 

(3) Finally, God takes him out under the sin unto death. 
6. Installment Discipline. 

1) Occasionally, a believer will do something so drastic and horrible that eventually he is about to face
the sin unto death. Several believers in the Old Testament were in this stage when they rebounded.
Though the sin unto death was halted and they were restored to fellowship, the repercussions from
their sins were so great under the law of volitional responsibility that they had to receive their
discipline in separate installments. This explains recurring suffering that occurs over a long period
of time. 

2) The prolonged residence in the cosmic system and the very nature of the sins committed warrants
this system of discipline. 

3) Whenever warning discipline, intensive discipline, and maximum discipline of the sin unto death
have accumulated numerous categories of punishment so that the combined punishment is
unbearable, and then rebound is used, the discipline is given in installments so that the believer can
bear it. 

4) Installment discipline can only occur after rebound and recovery of residence in the divine
dynasphere. 

5) In fact, installment discipline is the alternative to the sin unto death. You're still alive, but barely.
You're alive by the grace of God and the fact that you finally decided to rebound. The discipline is
so great that it must be meted out in installments so that you can handle it. 

6) David is the classic illustration of installment discipline. 
(1) As a cosmic believer, David seduced Bathsheba and murdered her husband. 
(2) David rebounded his fornication and murder. Three Psalms describe his rebound in detail.

"I will confess my sins to the Lord." God told David he would live after he rebounded, but that
he would pay four-fold. 
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(3) David's first installment of discipline was the death of his first son from Bathsheba. 
(4) The second installment of discipline came much later, after a lapse of at least 7-8 years. This

was the rape of David's daughter Tamar by her half-brother Amnon. This matched David's
seduction of Bathsheba. 

(5) The third installment was the murder of Amnon by his half-brother Absalom. This matched
David's murder of Uriah the Hittite, Bathsheba's husband. 

(6) The fourth installment came 1-2 years later, in the form of the Absalom Revolution. For just
as David rebelled against God in all these sins and evil, so he paid by being rebelled against
as the king, kicked off his throne, and enduring terrible suffering from this. 

(7) When a believer like David has a prolonged life in the cosmic system, rebound does deliver
him from the sin unto death, but he must still face his due, though in installments. David
received these four installments of discipline over a period of about fifteen years. 

7) The punishment must be divided into installments so the believer can handle it because it is severe 
8) Although divine discipline is designed so that you cannot handle it (in order to motivate you to

rebound), installment discipline is the exception. It can be handled, but it must be given over a
period of time. 

9) Installment discipline establishes the conclusion that it's much better to have an occasional cosmic
hangover than to be permanently involved in the cosmic system. 

10) Installment discipline provides breathing space for spiritual progress, so that the believer can
receive blessing from the discipline. 

11) David advanced between each phase of installments so that they were cursings turned to blessing.
Some of David's greatest Psalms were written during the Absalom Revolution while David was out
in the bush, having lost everything. But David utilized the times in between installments to advance
to spiritual self-esteem and to continue his momentum. Therefore, when the installments came, they
fulfilled the principle of cursing turned to blessing. 

12) So the Lord uses installment discipline, even as a part of momentum testing, in the ultimate
blessing of the believer involved. Often installment discipline accelerates the believer's advance in
the spiritual life. 

7. Categories of Divine Discipline. 
1) There are three categories of divine discipline administered to the cosmic or carnal believer. 

(1) Warning discipline. 
(2) Intensive discipline. 
(3) Maximum or dying discipline, with the option of installment discipline if one rebounds. 

2) Warning discipline. 
(1) Rev 3:20 refers only to warning discipline. Now hear this. I [Lord Jesus Christ] stand at the

door and knock [opportunity for rebound], and I keep knocking [warning discipline]. If anyone
[cosmic believer] hears My voice [motivation to rebound from warning discipline], then He
opens the door [rebound], and I will enter face to face with Him [restoration to fellowship], and
He with me [back in divine dynasphere]. 

(2) In this stage, the believer has not been in the cosmic system long enough to have lost too
much doctrine. Therefore, the recovery of residence in the divine dynasphere simply means
a continuation of his fellowship. 

(3) Warning discipline hurts enough so that you become alert to the fact that something's wrong
in your life. 

(4) So the opportunity for rebound means that the purpose of warning discipline is to motivate
you to rebound. You hurt so much that you finally remember 1John 1:9. 

(5) Warning discipline is exactly the same as punitive preventative suffering in that it restrains
sin and motivates rebound. Punitive preventative suffering is identical to warning and
intensive discipline. 

3) Intensive discipline. 
(1) Psalm 7:14 indicates that failure to rebound or open the door of warning discipline results in

intensified discipline.  Behold he [cosmic believer] shall have labor pains [warning discipline]
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of vanity [involvement in cosmic system] because he has become pregnant with frustration.
This means you use your own volition to create problems. Then instead of solving the
problem through rebound, you dig in deeper by piling wrong decisions on top of wrong
decisions, caused by wrong thinking and wrong motivation, all of which results in wrong
actions.  Therefore, he has given birth to a life of deceit. Intensive discipline results in a life
of deceit. 

(2) Rev. 3:19  Those whom I love [believers], I reprimand [warning discipline] and I punish
[intensive discipline]; therefore, be zealous [motivation from either warning or intensive
discipline to rebound] and rebound. 

(3) Heb 12:6, already translated above, addresses both warning and intensive discipline. 
(4) Job 5:17-18  Behold, happy is the man whom the Lord reproves [warning discipline], and do

not despise the discipline [intensive discipline] from EL SHADDAI [many-breasted One, God's
logistical grace title]. He inflicts pain [warning discipline]; He bandages the wound [rebound];
He wounds [intensive discipline], and His hands heal. 

(5) God provides many wonderful logistical grace blessings we may not regard as blessings,
such as divine discipline. 

(6) Psalm 38:1-14. 
4) Dying discipline or the sin unto death. 

(1) At this point, there is no more use for you. 
(2) 1John 5:16  There is a sin terminating unto death. 
(3) In Psalm 118:17-18, David said when he was close to the sin unto death. "I shall not die but

live; I shall live and declare the works of the Lord. The Lord has disciplined me severely
[intensive discipline], but He has not given me over to death [dying discipline]." 

(4) Philip. 3:19  Whose end of life is ruin [dying discipline], whose god is his emotions. People
who die this way are always ruled by their emotions. If they had a doctrinal thought, they
forgot it years ago. 

(5) Rev 3:16  Therefore, because you are lukewarm [cosmic believer], neither cold [unbeliever],
nor hot [believer in divine dynasphere], I am about to vomit you out of My mouth
[administration of the sin unto death]. 

5) All three categories of divine discipline are found in 1 Cor 11:30-31; the context is believers taking
communion out of fellowship.  For this cause, many are weak [warning discipline], and sick
[intensive discipline], and a number sleep [sin unto death]. But if we would judge ourselves
[rebound], we should not be judged. 

8. Family Divine Discipline. See the doctrine of the Four Generation Curse (Merritt) (Wisdom and
Knowledge) (Bible News1). 

9. National Divine Discipline. 
1) See the doctrine of the Five Cycles of Discipline (also known as the Five Stages of National

Discipline) (R. B. Thieme, Jr.)  (Grace and Truth Bible Ministries) (Denver Bible Church). 
2) See the doctrine of Economic  Depression (Christian Suffering by R. B. Thieme, Jr.) (I could not

find this actual doctrine). 
10. Divine discipline does not imply loss of salvation. 

1) No matter how intense the suffering, you never lose your salvation. Once you believe in Christ,
there is nothing you can do to cancel what God accomplished for you at salvation. 

2) On the cross, Christ was judged for all your sins, including the ones related to evil. We cannot
change the work of God at salvation. No matter how terribly we suffer under divine discipline, it can
never cancel salvation. 

3) No failure on your part can change the grace and work of God. 
4) 2Tim. 2:11-13 emphasizes this principle. This passage is part of a hymn entitled "Faithful is the

Word." Faithful is the Word; for if we died with Him [retroactive positional truth], we shall also live
with Him [current positional truth]. For if we persevere [in divine dynasphere], we shall rule with Him
[in Millennium]. If we deny Him, He will never deny us. If we are faithless [in cosmic system], He
remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself. 

http://www.westbankbiblechurch.com/LGMerrittBooks/Doctrine%20of%20the%20Fourth%20Generation%20Curse120903.pdf
https://wisdomknowledge.wordpress.com/2010/04/09/the-second-commandment-%E2%80%93-the-four-generation-curse/
https://wisdomknowledge.wordpress.com/2010/04/09/the-second-commandment-%E2%80%93-the-four-generation-curse/
http://www.biblenews1.com/grace/gracec.htm#Four%20Generation%20Curse
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-religion/1568429/posts
http://www.gtbm.org/prayer.php?date=2009-09-20
http://www.realtime.net/~wdoud/topics/fivecycles.html
http://dictionaryofdoctrine.com/Christian-Suffering.html
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11. Triple-Compound Divine Discipline. 
1) This is the worst type of self-induced punishment. This begins with the believer's decision to

become involved in mental attitude sins as motivation for sins of the tongue. These sins of the
tongue are motivated by such mental attitude sins as arrogance, jealousy, bitterness, hatred,
vindictiveness, implacability, self-pity, guilt syndrome, and revenge tactics. 

2) While these sins of motivating evil begin with bad decisions from human volition, they are also
subject to divine discipline. Therefore, bad decisions to commit verbal sins bring about this worst
category of divine discipline. 

3) Matt. 7:1-2, Judge not, that you be not judged. For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and
by what measure you measure to others, it will be measured back to you. 

4) You receive triple discipline for: 
(1) The verbal sin: gossip, judging, maligning, slandering. 
(2) The mental attitude sin that motivated the verbal sin. 
(3) Every sin mentioned, whether true or not, is put on you. 

12. Maximum divine discipline is the sin unto death. See the doctrine of the Sin unto Death (HTML)  (PDF) 
(WPD).  This is considered a disciplinary measure because some believers recover from this final step
of discipline and live. 

I may want to go back to this and add to it the passages from Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge for
Prov. 3:11–12. 

From http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1296 accessed January 25, 2015.  Original author not attributed,
but it was probably R. B. Thieme, Jr.  89

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Keil and Delitzsch, who are usually reliable, write: One may say that Prov. 3:11 expresses the problem
of the Book of Job, and Prov. 3:12 its solution.   This is absolutely wrong!  When God speaks to90

Satan about Job, He does not say that Job needs a little discipline.  Instead, Yahweh said to Satan,
“Have you considered my slave Job? For there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one who fears God, and turns away from evil.” (Job 1:8; UPDV)  So, Job is not getting discipline
here for getting out of line; God is allowing Job to be a witness for Him. 

Vv. 11–12 read: Do not despise the correction of Y howah, my son, and do not abhor e [or, dread] His reproof;
for whom He loves, Y howah reproves; as a father, He delights [in His] son. e

Even though the Jews and believers in the Revealed God did not realize that there was a Trinity, there was still
a Trinity in the Old Testament.  See the Doctrine of the Trinity in the Old Testament  (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

The Fatherhood of God (Old Testament)

1. Although this verse clearly sets up an analogy (Don’t not despise the correct of Y howah, my son...fore

whom He love, Y howah corrects; as a father, He delights in His son.e ),  God is presented as a Father in
the Old Testament on numerous occasions. 

2. God is clearly presented as the Father of Israel. 
1) When God sent Moses to speak to Pharaoh, this was to claim Israel, His son, His firstborn. 

Ex. 4:22 
2) “I am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn.” (Jer. 31:9b) 
3) Mal. 2:10  Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to

 I find the exact same wording in some of the 89 points used by Pastor James Rickard, suggesting perhaps that he is using
some of his notes from Berachah Church or from R. B. Thieme, Jr.’s teaching. 

 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament; from e-Sword; Prov. 3:11–12. 90

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/sinutodeath.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/sinutodeath.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/sinutodeath.wpd
http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=1296
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/TrinityOT.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/TrinityOT.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/TrinityOT.wpd
http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/
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one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? (ESV) 
3. God called Israel out of Egypt, as a Father to a son: Hosea 11:1  When Israel was a child, I loved him,

and out of Egypt I called My son. (ESV; capitalized) 
4. God is the Father of Israel because He created the Jewish people, He made them and He established

them.  Deut. 32:4–6  "The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and
without iniquity, just and upright is He.  They have dealt corruptly with Him; they are no longer His children
because they are blemished; they are a crooked and twisted generation.  Do you thus repay the LORD,
you foolish and senseless people?  Is not He your Father, Who created you, Who made you and
established you? (ESV; capitalized) 

5. God is the father of man, because He made man.  Isa. 64:8  But now, O LORD, You are our Father; we
are the clay, and You are our potter; we are all the work of Your hand. (ESV; capitalized) 

6. God looks out for all of His people.  He is a Father to the fatherless.  Psalm 68:5 
7. The Jews are not God’s only sons.  Jer. 3:19  "'I said, How I would set you among My sons, and give

you a pleasant land, a heritage most beautiful of all nations. And I thought you would call Me, My Father,
and would not turn from following Me.” (ESV; capitalized)  Also Isa. 63:16  For You are our Father, though
Abraham does not know us, and Israel does not acknowledge us; You, O LORD, are our Father, our
Redeemer from of old is Your Name. (ESV; capitalized) 

8. Because the people of Israel are sons of God, they were not to mutilate themselves in any way. 
Deut. 14:1 (apparently, these are acts which associate a person with some false god) 

9. God is presented as a personal Father to Solomon.  1Chron. 17:12–13  “He [Solomon] shall build a house
for Me, and I will establish his throne forever.  I will be to him a father, and he shall be to Me a son. I will
not take My steadfast love from him, as I took it from him who was before you,...” (ESV; capitalized)  This
has both Solomon and the LORD in view. 

10. As you may notice, the Fatherhood of God in the Old Testament is never presented as universal, as the
Father of all mankind. 

11. God is presented as our Father by analogy: 
1) God disciplines us as a father disciplines his own child.  Deut. 8:5  Prov. 3:11–12 
2) God has compassion for those who fear Him, just as a man has a compassion for his child. 

Psalm 103:13 
12. God is the Father to the Messiah to come: 

1) Psalm 2:6–9  "As for Me, I have set My King on Zion, My holy hill."  I will tell of the decree: The
LORD said to Me, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You.  Ask of Me, and I will make the
nations Your heritage, and the ends of the earth Your possession.  You shall break them with a rod
of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." (ESV; capitalized) 

2) Psalm 89:20–29  I have found David, My servant; with My holy oil I have anointed him, so that My
hand shall be established with him; My arm also shall strengthen him.  The enemy shall not outwit
him; the wicked shall not humble him.  I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who
hate him.  My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him, and in my name shall his horn
be exalted.  I will set His hand on the sea and His right hand on the rivers.  He shall cry to Me, 'You
are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.'  And I will make Him the firstborn, the
highest of the kings of the earth.  My steadfast love I will keep for Him forever, and My covenant
will stand firm for Him.  I will establish His offspring forever and His throne as the days of the
heavens. (ESV; capitalized)  God the Father is speaking both of King David and of David’s Greater
Son. 

My point in presenting many doctrines specifically related to the Old Testament is to show consistency between
the Old and New Testaments, despite the different dispensations involved. 

These verses were taken from http://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/God,-Fatherhood-Of accessed February 5, 2015. 
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Discourse 6a: The Value of Wisdom

Murai has a great organizational mind.  However, he places vv. 11–12 with the next 10 verses; but without being
able to really match them up.  Therefore, he sets vv. 11–12 separately, as a preface.  I removed vv. 11–12 from
his chiastic outline. 

Hajime Murai’s Chiastic Organization of Proverbs 3:13–20

A  (3:13-15) 3:13 Happy the man who finds wisdom (3:13)
B  (3:16) 3:16 Long life is in her right hand, in her left are riches and honor; (3:16)

C  (3:17) 3:17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace; (3:17)
B'  (3:18) 3:18 She is a tree of life to those who grasp her, and he is happy who holds her

fast.(3:18)
A'  (3:19-20) 3:19 The LORD by wisdom founded the earth (3:19)

From http://www.valdes.titech.ac.jp/~h_murai/bible/20_Proverbs_pericope_e.html accessed January 23, 2015. 
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Happinesses of a man he has found wisdom
and a man gets understanding.  For good her
gain than gain of silver and than gold her
revenue; precious [is] she more than
precious stones and all your desires cannot
be equal with her. 

Proverbs
3:13–15

Happinesses [to] the man [who] has found
wisdom and [to the] man [who] has obtained
understanding.  Her profit [is] more than the
wealth of silver and her yield [is] greater than
gold; [for] she [is] more valuable than
[precious] gems and all that you desire cannot
be compared with her. 

Happy is the man who has found wisdom and who has obtained understanding.  There is greater wealth
to be gotten from wisdom than from silver; the possession of wisdom yields more than a gold mine; for
she is more valuable than precious stones and all that you desire cannot be compared to her. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Happinesses of a man he has found wisdom and a man gets understanding.  For
good her gain than gain of silver and than gold her revenue; precious [is] she more
than precious stones and all your desires cannot be equal with her. 

Latin Vulgate Blessed is the man that finds wisdom, and is rich in prudence:  The purchasing
thereof is better than the merchandise of silver, and her fruit than the chief and
purest gold:  She is more precious than all riches: and all the things that are
desired, are not to be compared to her. 

Peshitta (Syriac) Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, and the son of the man who finds
understanding.  For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver,
and its gains than fine gold.  She is more valuable than precious stones; and there
is nothing to be compared to her. 

Septuagint (Greek) Blessed is the man who has found wisdom, and the mortal who knows prudence. 
For it is better to traffic for her, than for treasures of gold and silver.  And she is
more valuable than precious stones: no evil thing shall resist her. She is well known
to all that approach her, and no precious thing is equal to her in value. 

http://www.valdes.titech.ac.jp/~h_murai/bible/20_Proverbs_pericope_e.html
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Significant differences: The Latin and Greek do not exactly follow the Hebrew’s and a man gets
understanding.  The Syriac adds the phrase the son of the.  The Greek combines
the two phrases of the gold and silver sentence.  The Latin add a number of words
into the gold phrase which are not found in the Hebrew.  The Greek adds a few
extra phrases not found in the Hebrew.  In short, this is verse in Prov. 3 which is
most different in the other 3 ancient languages.  And yet, you would be hard-
pressed to come up with a different sense or a different interpretation of the Greek,
Syriac or Latin translations. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Happy is the man who makes discovery of wisdom, and he who gets knowledge. 
For trading in it is better than trading in silver, and its profit greater than bright gold. 
She is of more value than jewels, and nothing for which you may have a desire is
fair in comparison with her. 

Easy English Wisdom is like a woman. She makes the person who finds her happy. 
She makes the person who learns her lessons happy. 
She is worth more than silver. 
She is even more valuable than gold. 
She is more valuable than precious stones. 
No valuable things compare with Wisdom. 

Easy-to-Read Version The person who finds wisdom will be very happy. That person will be blessed when
he begins to understand.  The profit that comes from wisdom is better than silver.
The profit from wisdom is better than fine gold!  Wisdom is worth much more than
jewels. Nothing you can want is as valuable as wisdom! 

Good News Bible (TEV) Happy is anyone who becomes wise---who comes to have understanding.  
There is more profit in it than there is in silver; it is worth more to you than gold.  
Wisdom is more valuable than jewels; nothing you could want can compare with it. 

The Message You're blessed when you meet Lady Wisdom, when you make friends with Madame
Insight.  
She's worth far more than money in the bank; her friendship is better than a big
salary.  
Her value exceeds all the trappings of wealth; nothing you could wish for holds a
candle to her. 

Names of God Bible Blessed is the one who finds wisdom 
and the one who obtains understanding. 

The profit gained from wisdom is greater than 
the profit gained from silver. 
Its yield is better than fine gold. 

Wisdom is more precious than jewels, 
and all your desires cannot equal it. 

NIRV Blessed is the one who finds wisdom. 
Blessed is the one who gains understanding. 

Wisdom pays better than silver does. 
She earns more than gold does. 

She is worth more than rubies. 
Nothing you want can compare with her. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Value of wisdom 
Happy are those who find wisdom 

and those who gain understanding. 
Her profit is better than silver, 
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and her gain better than gold. 
Her value exceeds pearls; 

all you desire can't compare with her. 
Contemporary English V. God blesses everyone who has wisdom and common sense.  Wisdom is worth

more than silver; it makes you much richer than gold.  Wisdom is more valuable
than precious jewels; nothing you want compares with her. 

The Living Bible The man who knows right from wrong [The man who knows right from wrong,
literally, "The man who finds wisdom."] and has good judgment and common sense
is happier than the man who is immensely rich! For such wisdom is far more
valuable than precious jewels. Nothing else compares with it. 

New Berkeley Version Blessed is the man who has found wisdom, 
the man who obtains understanding 
for her profit is better than that of silver 
her increase superior to find gold. 
She is more valuable than jewels; 
all desirable things are not comparable to her:... 

New Century Version Happy is the person who finds wisdom, 
the one who gets understanding. 

Wisdom is worth more than silver; 
it brings more profit than gold. 

Wisdom is more precious than rubies; 
nothing you could want is equal to it. 

New Life Version Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gets understanding.  For it
is better than getting silver and fine gold.  She is worth more than stones of great
worth. Nothing you can wish for compares with her. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

Beck’s American Translation Wisdom is the Best 
Happy is a man who finds wisdom 
a man who gets understanding; 
you get a higher gain with wisdom than with money; 
it’s more profitable than fine gold. 
It is more precious than corals, 
and nothing you desire can equal it. 

International Standard V Wisdom More Valuable than Riches 
How joyful is the man who finds wisdom, 

and the man who gains understanding, 
because her profit is better than the profit of silver, 

and her yield than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies, 

and nothing you desire compares with her.. 
Lexham English Bible Happy [is] {the one} who finds wisdom, and one who obtains understanding.  For

her income is better than the income of silver, and her revenue than [that of] gold. 
She is more precious than rubies, and all your desires shall not compare with her. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Happy the man whose treasure-trove is wisdom, who is rich in discernment; silver
and finest gold are less profitable in the handling.  More rare is it than all things
else; no prize thou covetest that can match it. 

Translation for Translators Yahweh is pleased with those who get wisdom and good understanding. 
Being wise and having good understanding is worth more than silver; 
they give you something that is better than gold. 
Being wise is more precious than =jewels/precious stones<; 
there is nothing that you desire that is as valuable as wisdom. 
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Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Conservapedia Happy is he who finds wisdom and the man that understands.   Because
merchandise of it is better then the merchandise of silver, and it gives more then
fine gold.   She is more precious then rubies and everything you want does not
compare to her. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible The Wealth of Wisdom 
How happy the man who finds Wisdom! And the man who Reflection attains!  For
her cargo is better than silver, And her produce surpasses fine gold ! For she is
more precious than pearls, And no pleasures are equal to hers! 

Jubilee Bible 2000 Blessed is the man that has found wisdom and who brings to light intelligence, for
the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver and the fruits thereof
more than fine gold.  She is more precious than precious stones, and all the things
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 

NIV – UK Blessed are those who find wisdom, 
those who gain understanding, 

for she is more profitable than silver 
and yields better returns than gold. 

She is more precious than rubies; 
nothing you desire can compare with her. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) Happy the one who finds wisdom and gains insight. 
For she is of more value than silver and more useful than gold. 
She is more precious than pearls; nothing you could wish for would compare with
her. 

The Heritage Bible Righteously happy is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gets
understanding,  Because its profit is better than the profit of silver, and its income
than mined gold.  She is more precious than red corals, and all your pleasures
cannot to be made equal to her 

New American Bible (2002) Happy the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding! [Wisdom, or
understanding, is more valuable than silver and gold. Its fruit is long life, riches,
honor and happiness (Y Proverb 3:13-18). Even the creation of the universe and
its adornment (Genesis 1) were not done without wisdom (Y Proverb 3:19-20). It is
the life of the soul and gives security in work and in repose (Y Proverb 3:21-24).] 
For her profit is better than profit in silver, and better than gold is her revenue; 
She is more precious than corals [Corals: some precious stone may be intended.],
and none of your choice possessions can compare with her. 

New Jerusalem Bible Blessed are those who have discovered wisdom, those who have acquired
understanding! 
Gaining her is more rewarding than silver, her yield is more valuable than gold. 
She is beyond the price of pearls, nothing you could covet is her equal. 

New RSV Happy are those who find wisdom, 
and those who get understanding, 
for her income is better than silver, 
and her revenue better than gold. 
She is more precious than jewels, 
and nothing you desire can compare with her. 

Revised English Bible Happy is he who has found wisdom, he who has acquired understanding, 
for wisdom is more profitable than silver, and the gain she brings is better than gold! 
She is more precious than red coral, and none of your jewels can compare with her. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 
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Complete Jewish Bible Happy the person who finds wisdom, the person who acquires understanding; for
her profit exceeds that of silver, gaining her is better than gold, she is more precious
than pearls -nothing you want can compare with her. 

exeGeses companion Bible Blithe - the human who finds wisdom  
and the human who produces discernment:  
better, the merchandise thereof  
than the merchandise of silver;  
and the produce thereof than ore:  
she is more esteemed than pearls  
and all your desires are not comparable to her:... 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) Happy is the man who finds wisdom, 
The man who attains understanding. 
Her value in trade is better than silver, 
Her yield, greater than gold. 
She is more precious than rubies; 
All of your goods cannot equal her. 

Judaica Press Complete T. Fortunate is the man who has found wisdom and a man who gives forth
discernment, 
for its commerce is better than the commerce of silver, and its gain is better than
fine gold; 
it is more precious than pearls, and all your desirable things cannot be compared
to it. 

Restored Names Version Happy is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding, for her
proceeds are better than the profits of silver and her gain than fine gold.  She is
more precious than rubies and all the things you may desire cannot compare with
her. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Happy (blessed, fortunate, enviable) is the man who finds skillful and godly
Wisdom, and the man who gets understanding [drawing it forth from God's Word
and life's experiences], For the gaining of it is better than the gaining of silver, and
the profit of it better than fine gold.  Skillful and godly Wisdom [Wisdom here is
personified. Read "the Wisdom of God" instead of "Wisdom" and see the wonderful
power of this book] is more precious than rubies; and nothing you can wish for is to
be compared to her. 

The Expanded Bible Happy [Blessed] is the person who finds wisdom, 
the one who ·gets [gains] understanding. 

·Wisdom [ Her profit] is worth more than silver; L

·it brings more profit [ her yield more] than gold. L

Wisdom is more precious than ·rubies [or pearls]; 
nothing you could want is equal to it. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary The Happiness of Possessing True Wisdom 
13. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, obtaining it with eagerness and holding
it securely, and the man that getteth understanding, drawing or digging it out, even
with much labor.  For the merchandise of it, the act of gaining or acquiring wisdom,
is better than the merchandise of silver, such as men are eager to accumulate, and
the gain thereof than fine gold, even though it be of the finest and purest kind.  She
is more precious than rubies, or corals, gems of the greatest costliness; and all the
things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her, wisdom surpassing them
all by far. Cf Job 28:18. 

NET Bible® Blessings of Obtaining Wisdom 
Blessed is the one [Heb "the man" (also again in the following line)] who finds
wisdom, 
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and the one who obtains understanding. 
For her benefit is more profitable than silver, 
and her gain is better [The phrase "is better" does not appear in the Hebrew text,
but is implied by the parallelism; it is supplied in the translation for the sake of
smoothness.] than gold. 
She is more precious than rubies, 
and none of the things [Heb "all of your desires cannot compare with her."] you
desire can compare with her [Heb "All of your desires do not compare with her."]. 

Syndein/Thieme {Proverbs Chapter 3: 13-18 See Revelation Chapter 2:7} 
Happinesses . . . to the man who finds wisdom and the man that gains
understanding {of doctrine} {tabuwn}.  {Note: Wisdom here is chokmah and would
be epignosis in the Greek. Happiness STARTS with understanding doctrine! There
are TWO types of happiness - 1) Inward - inner happiness and 2) Overt happiness.
Both bound up in one package - doctrine in your soul} 
For 'its profit'/'the acquisition of it' {cachar} {the 'it' is wisdom - which is the only
knowledge that means anything - God's Divine Viewpoint} . . . is better than the
profit/acquisition of money . . . and its gain {t@buw'ah} . . . than fine gold. {believers
should seek to gain doctrine, like most people seek to gain Gold!} 
{Verses 15-18: Doctrine is from God's Grace} 
She {doctrine} is more precious than jewels/rubies {paniyn}.  {not only a sign of
wealth but of enjoyment of the things from wealth} 
And nothing {no detail of life - healthy, money, pleasure, success, popularity, loved
ones} can compare to her {bible doctrine}.  {Note: You can wipe out all details of life
and still have happiness if you have the capacity for happiness in your life. But
without the capacity for happiness that comes from doctrine, you will not be happy
with any or all of these things.}. 

The Voice How fortunate are those who discover Lady Wisdom 
and those who understand her ways! 

For her worth is greater than the most expensive prize you could win. 
Her profit is greater than the finest thing you could buy. 

No gem is more precious than she is- 
your most extravagant desire doesn't come close to her. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Context Group Version Happy is [ the ] man that finds wisdom, And [ the ] man that gets understanding. 
For the gaining of it is better than the gaining of silver, And the profit than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies: And none of the things you can desire are to be
compared to her. 

Darby Translation Blessed is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 
For the gain thereof is better than the gain of silver, and her revenue than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies; and all the things thou canst desire are not equal
unto her. 

Emphasized Bible How happy the man who hath found wisdom, and the man who draweth forth
understanding, 
For better is her merchandise, than the merchandise of silver, yea, than gold, her
increase; 
More precious, is she, than corals, yea, none of thy delightful things, doth equal
her:... 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) Well is him that finds wisdom, and obtains understanding, for the getting of it is
better than any merchandise of silver, and the profit is better than gold. Wisdom is
more worth than precious stones, and all the things that you can desire, are not to
be compared unto her. 

New King James Version How blessed is the man who finds wisdom 
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And the man who gains understanding. 
For her profit is better than the profit of silver 
And her gain better than fine gold. 
She is more precious than jewels [Lit corals]; 
And nothing you desire compares with her. 

Third Millennium Bible Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the man that getteth understanding; for
the merchandising of it is better than the merchandising of silver, and the gain
thereof than fine gold.  She is more precious than rubies, and all the things thou
canst desire are not to be compared to her. 

Updated Bible Version 2.11 Happy is [the] man who finds wisdom, And [the] man who gets understanding. 
For the gaining of it is better than the gaining of silver, And its profit than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies: And none of the things you can desire are to be
compared to her. 

Webster’s updated Bible Happy [is] the man [that] finds wisdom, and the man [that] gets understanding. 
For the merchandise of it [is] better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain of
it than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies: and all the things you can desire are not to be
compared to her. 

Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. Blessed/happy/successful is a man who found wisdom, and a man who caused to
promote understanding 
For/because her/its profit is good from/better than the profit of silver, and its
produce/ gain from fine gold 
Precious is she from corals, and all delights do not agree/compare with her. 

World English Bible Happy is the man who finds wisdom, The man who gets understanding.  For her
good profit is better than getting silver, And her return is better than fine gold.  She
is more precious than rubies. None of the things you can desire are to be compared
to her.  

Young’s Updated LT O the happiness of a man who has found wisdom, And of a man who brings forth
understanding.  For better is her merchandise Than the merchandise of silver, And
than gold—her increase.  Precious she is above rubies, And all your pleasures are
not comparable to her. 

The gist of this verse: There is great happiness for the man who has found wisdom and understanding;
it is greater than all of the things that we typically view as valuable. 

Proverbs 3:13a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(ash rêy (àÇùÀøÅé)e

[pronounced ahsh -RAY]e
blessedness, blessings,

happinesses
masculine plural

construct
Strong’s #835 

BDB #80

(ash rêy is only found in the masculine plural construct.  It is generally rendered happiness [to], blessed [is, are]. e

It means that either the subject is happy or they are in a desirable position and is reasonably rendered blessings
[and happiness to]. 

The NET Bible: Although the word àÇùÀøÅé (’ashre, “blessed”) is frequently translated “happy” here (so KJV, ASV,
NAB, NCV, NRSV, TEV, NLT), such a translation can be somewhat misleading because the word means more
than that – “happiness” depends on one’s circumstances. This word reflects that inner joy and heavenly bliss
which comes to the person who is pleasing to God, whose way is right before God.  91

 From 91 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs 3:13a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(âdâm (àÈãÈí)
[pronounced aw-DAWM]

a man, a human being, mankind;
transliterated Adam

masculine singular noun
Strong's #120 &
#121  BDB #9

mâtsâ( (îÈöÈà)
[pronounced maw-

TSAW]

to attain to, to find, to detect, to
happen upon, to come upon, to

find unexpectedly, to discover; to
meet (encounter)

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal perfect
Strong’s #4672 

BDB #592

The NET Bible: The perfect tense verb may be classified as a characteristic or gnomic perfect, as the parallel
imperfect tense verb suggests (see note on v. 13b).  92

châk mâh (çÈëÀîÈä)e

[pronounced khawk -e

MAW]

wisdom [in all realms of life],
doctrine in the soul; skill [in war]

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #2451 

BDB #315

Translation: Happinesses [to] the man [who] has found wisdom...  The man who has looked for and has found
wisdom is a man who is happy.  He is a man whom God has blessed. 

Translation is from the ESV; capitalized. 

Proverbs on Wisdom

Scripture Commentary

Pro 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools
despise wisdom and instruction. 

Fools despise wisdom and they
despise instruction.  See also
Prov. 9:10. 

Pro 2:1–5  My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my
commandments with you, making your ear attentive to wisdom and
inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if you call out for insight and
raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for
it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the LORD
and find the knowledge of God. 

God is understood through wisdom. 

Pro 3:13  Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets
understanding,... 

Wisdom is the source of happiness
and blessing. 

Pro 3:19  The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he
established the heavens. 

God founded the world using
wisdom. 

Pro 4:5  Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away
from the words of my mouth. 
Pro 5:1  My son, be attentive to my wisdom; incline your ear to my
understanding, 

David urges Solomon to pursue
wisdom above all else. 

 From 92 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs on Wisdom

Scripture Commentary

Pro 8:1, 18–19  Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her
voice?  Riches and honor are with me, enduring wealth and
righteousness.  My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and my yield
than choice silver. 

Riches and honor are with wisdom;
and wisdom is far better than silver
or choice gold.  See also Prov. 2:4 
8:10–11  16:16  20:15. 

These are but a handful of verses.  There are at least 8 verses in Proverbs where the acquisition of wisdom is
related to happiness and blessedness.  Proverbs 3:13  8:32, 34  14:21  16:20  20:7  28:14  29:18.  93

J. Vernon McGee: It requires study and effort and time to grasp the Word of God. The spirit of God does not
open the Word of God to lazy minds, but to those who are alert and want to learn and know the will of God and
the Word of God. One of the great problems today is that many people are not willing to make the sacrifice to
study God's Word. A great deal of laziness is covered with pious jargon and pious platitudes. Many folk have
developed a neat little vocabulary that sounds good and covers up a woeful ignorance of the Word of God. In
these days there is no excuse for being ignorant of the Word of God. It requires work, it is true, but the ways
of wisdom are the ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  94

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Proverbs 3:13b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

(âdâm (àÈãÈí)
[pronounced aw-DAWM]

a man, a human being, mankind;
transliterated Adam

masculine singular noun
Strong's #120 &
#121  BDB #9

pûwq (ôÌåÌ÷) [pronounced
pook]

to bring out, to bring forth, to
cause to come forth [from

anyone], to get, to obtain [from
someone], to furnish, to

promote; to bring to an end, to
let succeed

3  person masculinerd

singular, Hiphil imperfect
Strong’s #6329 

BDB #807

The NET Bible: The imperfect tense verb may be classified as a progressive or habitual imperfect.  95

t bûwnâh (úÌÀáåÌðÈä)e

[pronounced t(voo-
NAWH]

intelligence, understanding,
insight; the act of understanding;

skill; the faculty of
understanding; the object of

knowledge; teacher
(personification)

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #8394 

BDB #108

Translation: ...and [to the] man [who] has obtained understanding.  Happiness and blessedness is also to the
man who has obtained understanding and insight. 

 See 93 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bul/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 2, 2015. 

 From 94 https://archive.org/stream/20-Proverbs/20-PROVERBS_djvu.txt (Prov. 3) accessed February 6, 2015. 

 From 95 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bul/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
https://archive.org/stream/20-Proverbs/20-PROVERBS_djvu.txt
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Gill: The word signifies to "draw out"; as metals are drawn out of the earth by searching and digging
for, or as water out of a well; thus Christ, and the knowledge of him, are drawn out of the mines and
fountains of the Scriptures.  96

It is clear that David presents this as what is most important in life.  Solomon will adopt these values in his early
life. 

V. 13 reads: Happinesses [to] the man [who] has found wisdom and [to the] man [who] has obtained
understanding.  

Pett observes: Note that while that wisdom was given by God, and is in fact an important aspect of
His creative work, it still has to be sought and found. Nevertheless man cannot find it solely by his own
efforts. He can only find it because it has been given by God in words that come from God
(Proverbs 2:6).  97

Man is not born with innate wisdom.  We know that if the language skills of a young person are intentionally stilted
at an early age, there is little intellectual growth possible (as we know from the wild children or feral children). 
We first have to develop a vocabulary, which increases our ability to think and reason—and then we are exposed
to truth and to wisdom, which we accept or reject (or do a little of each).  The Bible tells us that, if we discover
wisdom, then we will have a greater enjoyment of life. 

The Sermon Bible Commentary: To teach all this vast lore of experience God has established five
schools: (1) the school of the family; (2) the school of the material world; (3) the school of civil society;
(4) the school of business; (5) the school of the Church.   We might add to this, the school of the98

internet, which provides us with both truth and lies, of any flavor we might pursue. 

Proverbs 3:14

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kîy (ëÌÄé) [pronounced kee]
for, that, because; when, at that

time, which, what time
explanatory or temporal
conjunction; preposition

Strong's #3588 
BDB #471

þôwb (èåÉá) [pronounced
toh v]b

pleasant, pleasing, agreeable,
good, better; approved

masculine singular
adjective which can act

like a substantive

Strong’s #2896 
BDB #373

çachar (ñÇçÇø)
[pronounced SAHKH-

ahr]

gain [from merchandise), profit,
wealth [resulting from
merchandise]; traffic

masculine singular noun
with the 3  personrd

feminine singular suffix

Strong’s #5504 &
#5505  BDB #695

The NET Bible: Heb "her profit." The 3rd person feminine singular suffix on the noun is probably a genitive of
source: "from her."  99

 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:13. 96

 From 97 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 5, 2015. 

 From 98 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/sbc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015.  They cite
H. W. Beecher, Sermons, 2  series, p. 271.nd

 From 99 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feral_child
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/sbc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs 3:14

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

The NET Bible: Heb “profit.” The noun ñÇçÇø (sakhar, “trading profit”) often refers to the financial profit of traveling
merchants (Isa 23:3, 18; 45:14; HALOT 750 s.v.). The related participle describes a traveling “trader, dealer,
wholesaler, merchant” (e.g., Gen 37:28; Prov 31:14; Isa 23:2; Ezek 27:36; HALOT 750 s.v. ñçø qal.2). Here
the noun is used figuratively to describe the moral benefit of wisdom.  100

Strong’s #5505 is spelled çâchâr (ñÈçÈø) [pronounced SAWKH-awr]; with the same set of meanings. 

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

çachar (ñÇçÇø)
[pronounced SAHKH-

ahr]

gain [from merchandise), profit,
wealth [resulting from
merchandise]; traffic

masculine singular
construct

Strong’s #5504 &
#5505  BDB #695

The NET Bible: The noun ñÇçÇø (“profit”) is repeated in this line for emphasis. The two usages draw upon slightly
different nuances, creating a polysemantic wordplay. The moral “benefit” of wisdom is more “profitable” than
silver.  101

keçeph (ëÌÆñÆó)
[pronounced KEH-sef]

silver, money; silver [as a metal,
ornament, color]; shekels,

talents

masculine singular noun;
pausal form

Strong’s #3701 
BDB #494

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

chârûwts (çÈøåÌõ)
[pronounce khaw-

ROOTS]
gold (used in poetry) masculine singular noun

Strong’s #2742 
BDB #359

This word also means sharp-pointed, sharp, diligent (adjective); strict decision, decision (masculine noun);
trench, moat, ditch (masculine noun).  The meaning of gold seems to come from the idea that gold is a sharp,
bright color. 

t bûw(âh (úÌÀáåÌàÇä)e

[pronounced t b-oo-AW]e

product; crops, yield; income,
revenue; gain (of wisdom)

(figuratively); product of lips
(figuratively)

feminine singular noun
with the 3  personrd

feminine singular suffix

Strong’s #8393 
BDB #100

The NET Bible: Heb "her yield." The 3rd person feminine singular suffix on the noun is probably a genitive of
source: "from her."  102

 From 100 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

 From 101 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

 From 102 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs 3:14

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

The NET Bible: Heb “yield.” The noun úÌÀáåÌàÈä (tÿvu’ah, “product; yield”) is normally used of crops and harvests
(BDB 100 s.v. 1). Here it is figurative for the moral benefit of wisdom (BDB 100 s.v. 2.b).  103

Translation: Her profit [is] more than the wealth of silver and her yield [is] greater than gold;...  We have a
feminine singular suffix in this verse and the 3  person feminine singular personal pronoun in the next.  In v. 13,rd

we have the two feminine nouns wisdom and understanding.  Wisdom appears to be a better fit here, even though
understanding is slightly closer in proximity. 

V. 14 may be more loosely translated There is greater wealth to be gotten from wisdom than from silver; the
possession of wisdom yields more than a gold mine;...  As king, silver and gold are almost for the taking.  When
other cities and countries are attacked, the king can choose to take of that wealth—in fact, he has first choice. 
He can tax his people as much as he believes that they will bear.  Quite obviously, a person in power, when he
realizes that he has some say in his own wealth, may become greedy and desire more and more. 

David tells Solomon that wisdom yields a far greater profit than silver or gold. 

Both silver and gold have inherent value.  The money which we use today has no inherent value.  It has value
because we have agreed that it has value.  When our government “prints” too much money, its value decreases. 
At one time, our coins were made of specified amounts of silver (our dimes, quarters, half-dollars and silver
dollars), so that if you have a U.S. coin dated 1964 or earlier, it had inherent value because of the amount of
silver in that coin (those 4 coins then were 90% silver).  When our government began to produce coins with less
silver in them, some smart investors began snapping up the silver coinage.  So, if silver is $20/oz., a silver dollar
is now worth $20 approximately. 

Similarly, wisdom has inherent value.  You do not have to exchange it for something; you do not need for people
to agree that it has value—it simply has inherent value—and this value is greater than the value of silver or gold. 

You will note that there are no verbs in this verse, which call great attention to what is being said. 

So that there is no misunderstanding here, David is not giving Solomon his anti-gold and anti-silver rant.  David
is not telling Solomon to give away all of his riches and live like a monk.  The emphasis is on the important of the
Word of God; the emphasis is on Bible doctrine.  David is saying that Bible doctrine (God’s understanding and
wisdom) is as good as gold and silver. 

Kidner: Wisdom will make you richer than money ever will.104

Proverbs 3:15a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

yâqâr (éÈ÷Èø) [pronounced
yaw-KAWR]

precious; costly, highly valued [of
gems, jewels]; dear; rare; heavy,
weighty, honored; magnificent,

splendid; quiet, meek

masculine singular
adjective

Strong’s #3368 
BDB #429

 From 103 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

 From 104 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3; accessed February 3, 2015.  Coffman is
quoting Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries, Vol. 15, p. 65. 

http://coinsite.com/us-silver-coins-when-they-ended-and-what-theyre-worth/
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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Proverbs 3:15a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

hîy( (äÄéà) [pronounced
hee]

she, it; also used as a
demonstrative pronoun: that, this

(one)

3  person femininerd

singular, personal
pronoun; sometimes the

verb is, is implied

Strong’s #1931 
BDB #214

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

ph nîynîym (ôÌÀðÄéðÄéí)e

[pronounced pheh-nee-
NEEM]

precious stones, possibly rubies,
pearls, corals

feminine singular noun:
Strong’s #6443 

BDB #819

Translation:...[for] she [is] more valuable than [precious] gems...  I went with the translation precious gems, even
though Gesenius seems to have good reason to believe that this refers to coral jewelry.  Today, precious gems
are of a far greater value than coral, so I chose that translation simply for expediency.  We understand the value
of precious gems more than we understand the value of coral. 

David is saying that wisdom is more valuable than precious gems. 

Waltke: money can put food on the table, but not fellowship around it, a house but not a home, and
can give a woman jewelry but not the love she really wants. By contrast, wisdom gives both physical
and spiritual benefits.  105

Gary North: Wisdom brings to wise people the benefits that other people seek to purchase with gold
and silver. Wisdom is the source of gold and silver, which in turn provide access to whatever is offered
for sale. When a person can accurately assess the specifics of a situation, and then apply God’s law
to this situation, his decision will produce profit rather than loss. This world is governed by covenantal
cause and effect. The wise person recognizes this and adheres to biblical law: the commandments
of God.  106

Proverbs 3:15b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

kôl (ëÌÉì) [pronounced
kohl]

with a plural noun, it is rendered
all of, all; any of

masculine singular
construct with a

masculine plural noun

Strong’s #3605 
BDB #481

chãphâtsîym (çÂôÈöÄéí)
[pronounced khuh-

FAWTS-eem]

precious things; delightful things,
pleasures; desires; pursuit,

affairs; matters

masculine plural noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #2656 
BDB #343

 I took this from 105 www.hbcpinellas.org/Proverbs/Prov3.doc accessed February 9, 2015. 

 From 106 http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf (chapter 9) accessed February 3, 2015. 

http://www.hbcpinellas.org/Proverbs/Prov3.doc
http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf
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Proverbs 3:15b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

lô( (ìÉà or ìåÉà)
[pronounced low]

not, no
negates the word or

action that follows; the
absolute negation

Strong’s #3808 
BDB #518

shâvâh (ùÈåÈä)
[pronounced shaw-VAW]

to be even, to be smooth; to be
equal (equivalent) to, to be

compared to; to agree with, to be
suitable; to be like, to resemble

3  person masculinerd

plural, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #7737 

BDB #1000

The NET Bible: The imperfect tense verb éÈñÇã (yasad, “to establish be like; to resemble”) has a potential nuance
here: “can be compared with.”   Is this the correct verb? 107

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within

a preposition of proximity
with the 3  personrd

feminine singular suffix

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

Translation: ...and all that you desire cannot be compared with her.   More literally, and all your desires are not
equal with her.  Solomon, like most people, has material desires.  Most of us can look around our own house and
imagine something better; we can look at our television and think, maybe we could do with a larger one.  We
consider our car and can always think of a car that might be newer or better.  David is telling his son Solomon,
it does not matter what you can think of that you want or desire, it cannot be compared to wisdom. 

Ironside: Men will brave untold dangers and exhaust human ingenuity in their search for precious
metals and sparkling jewels; but treasures of far greater value can be found by following Wisdom’s
ways. She offers length of days, riches, and honor to those who find her. Coupled with these, she
gives what earthly treasures often detract from: peace and quietness of soul. The ways of Wisdom
are the ways of Christ-the paths on which the Word of God guides the feet of the obedient soul.  108

David will explain why wisdom is greater than silver or gold in its value over the next 5 verses.  At the end of v. 20,
we will be able to list all that wisdom is to us. 

Solomon took this to heart.  When God asked Solomon, “What do you want?” Solomon answered, “Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern Your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who
is able to govern this Your great people?"  (It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.) (1Kings 3:9–10;
ESV; capitalized) 

——————————

Length of days [is] in her right hand; in her
left hand [are] riches and honor. 

Proverbs
3:16

Long life [is] in her right hand; [and] riches
and honor [are] in her left hand. 

Wisdom offers you both a long life as well as riches and honor. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

 From 107 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

 Dr. Henry Allen Ironside, Studies on Book One of Psalms; from e-Sword, originally taken from108

http://www.plymouthbrethren.org; Prov. 3:13–18. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
http://www.plymouthbrethren.org
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Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Length of days [is] in her right hand; in her left hand [are] riches and honor. 
Latin Vulgate Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches and glory. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honor. 
Septuagint (Greek) For length of days and years of life are in her right hand, and in her left hand are

wealth and glory. (3:16A) Out of her mouth proceeds righteousness, and she carries
law and mercy upon her tongue. 

Significant differences: The Greek has an additional phrase at the beginning and a long additional sentence
at the end. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Easy English Her right hand gives long life. 
Her left hand gives wealth and honour. 

Easy-to-Read Version Wisdom gives you long life, riches, and honor. 
Good News Bible (TEV) Wisdom offers you long life, as well as wealth and honor. 
The Message With one hand she gives long life, with the other she confers recognition. 
Names of God Bible Long life is in wisdom's right hand. 

In wisdom's left hand are riches and honor. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. In her right hand Wisdom holds a long life, and in her left hand are wealth and
honor. 

The Living Bible Wisdom gives: a long, good life, riches, honor, pleasure, peace.  vv. 16–17 are
combined by the LB. 

New Century Version With her right hand wisdom offers you a long life, 
and with her left hand she gives you riches and honor. 

New Living Translation She offers you long life in her right hand, 
and riches and honor in her left. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible The man who finds wisdom is blest, as is the mortal who comprehends.  She's a
better trade than silver or gold.  she's worth more than all that's expensive. Why,
nothing of value is worth more than she; for long life and survival are in her right
hand, and in her left, is glory and wealth. Out of her mouth, justice flows; on her
tongue, there is mercy and law.  vv. 13–15 are included for context. 

Beck’s American Translation In her right hand she offers a long life 
and in her left riches and honor. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Long life wisdom holds out to thee in one hand, riches and glory in the other; where
she guides, journeying is pleasant, where she points the way, all is peace.  v. 17 is
included for context. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Happy the human finding wisdom, and the human obtaining understanding. 
Better to trade it than the silver trade, and the produce of metalworking. 
She is valuable as rubies. Never reckon any of your pleasures to her, 
with length of days on her right, and riches and honor on her left.  Vv. 13–15 are
included for context. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible In her Right, is extension of days, In her Left, she has honour and wealth. 
Translation for Translators With one hand wisdom [PRS] enables you to live a long life, 

and with the other hand wisdom enables you to become rich and to be honored. 
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Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) With her right hand she offers you length of days, with her left, riches and glory. 
The Heritage Bible Length of days is in her right hand; in her left hand wealth and heavy glory. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

exeGeses companion Bible ...length of days is in her right;  
and in her left, riches and honor:... 

Judaica Press Complete T. Length of days is in its right hand; in its left hand are riches and honor. 
Orthodox Jewish Bible Orekh yamim is in her right hand; and in her left hand osher and kavod. 
The Scriptures 1998 Length of days is in her right hand, Riches and esteem in her left hand. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Expanded Bible With [In] her right hand ·wisdom offers you a long life [ are length of days], L

and ·with [in] her left hand ·she gives you [are] riches and honor. 
The Geneva Bible Length of days [is] in her right hand; [and] in her left hand riches and honour. 

Meaning, that he seeks wisdom, that is, suffers himself to be governed by the Word
of God, will have all prosperity both corporal and spiritual.

Kretzmann’s Commentary Length of days is in her right hand, as a reward to those who accept and exercise
true wisdom; and in her left hand riches and honor, all the blessings of true
prosperity being dispensed by her. 

Syndein/Thieme Long life is in her right hand.  {concept of a FULL life as well as a long life. Doctrine
can be the basis of long life - but it will be the basis for a full, happy, contented life.} 
And in her {doctrine's} left hand are riches and honor.  {You always get the right
hand. But sometimes, you get the left hand 'in time' also. This refers to riches and
rewards in time by advancing to spiritual maturity. There will also be rewards in
eternity future for the spiritually mature believer.}. 

The Voice She holds the secret of a long life in one hand 
and riches and fame in her other hand. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Length of days are in her right hand, And in her left hand are riches and glory." 
English Standard Version Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) Upon her right hand is long life, and upon her left hand is riches and honor. 
Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. Length of days in her right hand, in her left riches and honor. 
Young's Literal Translation Length of days is in her right hand, In her left are wealth and honour. 

The gist of this verse: Wisdom offers long life, wealth and honor. 

Proverbs 3:16a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

wa (or va) (åÇ)
[pronounced wah]

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,

consequently; because
wâw consecutive

No Strong’s # 
BDB #253

(ôrek  (�àÉøÆ) [pronouncede

OH-reck]
length; forbearance, self-

restraint
masculine singular

construct
Strong’s #753 

BDB #73
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Proverbs 3:16a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

yâmîym (éÈîÄéí)
[pronounced yaw-

MEEM]

days, a set of days; time of life,
lifetime; a specific time period, a

year
masculine plural noun

Strong’s #3117 
BDB #398

Together, these mean length of days; i.e., longevity, long life. 

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

yâmîyn (éÈîÄéï)
[pronounced yaw-MEEN]

the right hand, the right side, on
the right, at the right; the south

feminine singular noun
with the 3  personrd

feminine singular suffix

Strong’s #3225 
BDB #411

This word can be associated with blessing or prosperity. 

Translation: Long life [is] in her right hand;...  The left and the right hands are both mentioned in this verse. 
Sometimes, there is approbation from the right hand and disapprobation from the left.  However, that is not the
case here.  Having wisdom is what Solomon should strive for.  He is told her that wisdom offers him long life, on
the one hand.  We illustrated this earlier by the homosexual lifestyle. 

Some men have urges toward other men; some men have a desire to take drugs; some men have a desire to
drink to excess; and some men have a desire to have sex with women they are not married to.  These may seem
like natural and innate desires.  However, when one follows these desires, life is not all that pleasurable.  Chasing
after your desires does not always bring you pleasure.  In fact, most of the time, whether you get those things or
not, you become frustrated.  These things do not bring you long-term pleasure or happiness. 

On the other hand, wisdom offers you long life.  Wisdom has length of days in her right hand, and she says to
Solomon, “Take this.” 

Clarke: A wicked man shortens his days by excesses; a righteous man prolongs his by temperance.  109

Solomon, by the way, will not live a long life.  This was a legitimate offer made to him, but he pursued his desires
rather than wisdom for a great deal of his life.  Much of the book of Ecclesiastes is about Solomon’s earthly
pursuits.  The Song of Solomon represents a failed attempt to gain another woman’s love (he had 1000 wives and
mistresses). 

Proverbs 3:16b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:16. 109
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Proverbs 3:16b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

s mô(l (ùÒÀîÉàì)e

[pronounced s MOHL]e
the left, the left hand, the left
side; north [when facing east]

masculine singular noun
with the 3  personrd

feminine singular suffix

Strong’s #8040 
BDB #969

There is an alternate spelling of this word: s mô(wl (ùÒÀîÉàåì) [pronounced s MOHL]. e e

)ôsher (òÉùÆø)
[pronounced ÌOH-sher]

riches; wealth; property masculine singular noun
Strong’s #6239 

BDB #799

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

kâbôwd (ëÌÈáåÉã)
[pronounced kaw -b

VODE]

glory, honor [with an emphasis
upon power, wealth and/or

abundance]

masculine singular
adjective which

sometimes acts as a
noun

Strong's #3519 
BDB #458

Translation:...[and] riches and honor [are] in her left hand.  Wisdom also offers riches and honor.  You can be
rich and well-respected—but you gain this by pursuing wisdom. 

This is a fairly simple introverted Parallelism.  In the Hebrew, it actually stands out.  However, I am not sure
exactly of its reason for being here, beyond the form. 

The Introverted Parallelism of Proverbs 3:16

A* Length of days 
B* [is] in her right hand; 
B* in her left hand 

A* [are] riches and honor. 

Is the author suggesting that there is a greater parallelism around this one?  Is this the central issue of this
chapter that God wants us to see? 

From Figures of Speech Used in the Bible; E. W. Bullinger; horiginally 1898; reprinted 1968 Baker Books; p. 359.

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Some of these things come as a natural result.  I have had to hire a number of businesses and individuals, and
I look for a combination of honesty, competency and low price.  When I find that a person is dishonest, then I no
longer keep them on hire. 

Again, there is nothing exceptional or negative here about the left hand.  However, the idea of dispensing good
things with both hands suggests abundant blessings.  110

V. 16 reads: Long life [is] in her [wisdom’s] right hand; [and] riches and honor [are] in her left hand.  Logically, one
could ask the question, of what value if long life, if life sucks?  But with long life also comes riches and honor.  And
with these comes good health (v. 8). Wisdom offers us long life and a full life; and a life with the best things of this
world.  This does not mean that every Christian will be financially wealthy; or that every growing believer will be
wealthy.  It does mean this (1) if we live in accordance with the laws of divine establishment, our lives will be better

 From Whedon 110 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/whe/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/whe/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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in all way; and (2) if we are growing as believers, God will bless us.  A believer who has grown spiritually does not
look over his past life and say, “Well, that was a bad idea.  I should have been a hard-drinking, skirt-chasing
hedonist instead.”  If you are a growing believer, I can pretty much guarantee that you will be happy with your life. 

Now, if you simply become a believer in Jesus Christ, and never experience any spiritual growth, then you may
come to various points in your life where you say, “This being good stuff is for the birds; I need to chase after...”
women, alcohol, drugs, or money.  It is spiritual growth which makes your life worthwhile.  Salvation gets you
hooked up for eternity and gives you the potential for a good life. 

You cannot buy wisdom with riches, but wisdom can make you wealthy. 

Gary North: It is possible to obtain gold and silver by defying God’s law. The Psalmist recognized this
(Psalm 73). But covenant-breakers face a world in which the system of inheritance is structured to
transfer the wealth of the unjust to the just. A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's
children, but the sinner's wealth is laid up for the righteous (Prov. 13:22; ESV). The economy is rigged
in favor of the covenant-keeper. Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your
produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine
(Prov. 3:9–10)...[Therefore,] it is wise to pursue wisdom rather than wealth. Wisdom can and does
produce wealth. Wealth rarely produces wisdom.  111

Some expositors have become confused on this point: 

Material Blessings and the Believer

1. Several of the references that I read made statements like this: the Bible contains no promise of material
blessings for the church.  Believers living in North America in a context of political freedom enjoy material
prosperity, not because there is a covenant that promises it but because God has been merciful and
gracious to the peoples of the United States and Canada… In contrast, godly believers in many other
parts of the world have very little material goods … but they live joyfully. We should, therefore, avoid
misappropriating Old Testament truths not present in the New Testament and thereby mislead people and
pervert their faith.  1

2. Preliminary considerations: (1) there is clearly a difference between God’s plan for believers today and
those in the Age of Israel; and (2) wealth is relative. 

3. Let’s say I could enjoy the material benefits of any king 200 years ago or live the life that I have now—that
is a no-brainer.  I want the life that I have now.  I have great comforts and conveniences that king will
never know.  Poor people today in the United States often have cars, televisions, a home with furniture,
heating, air conditioning, plumbing, and clear fresh water from the tap.  Poor people today in the United
States enjoy conveniences that kings of a few hundred years ago could not even dream about. 

4. Just like there are laws related to physical health, there are laws related to financial health. 
5. A believer who works hard, makes the most of his assets, and does not spend his life in a drunken stupor

or in a drug-induced states is going to enjoy some measure of success. 
6. This obviously should not be the entire focus of your life; as you pursue doctrine first (obviously, after you

have believed in Jesus Christ), and then all other things come into balance. 
7. Quite obviously, a Christian in the United States is likely to enjoy more material blessings than one in

Great Britain, who will enjoy more material blessings than a believer in Greece, who will enjoy more
material blessings than a believer in Turkey, who will enjoy more material blessings than a believer in
Saudi Arabia.  Again, wealth and success are very relative concepts. 

8. Life is complex.  There will be persecution in parts of the world.  Obviously, that changes the wealth and
success situation. 

9. Some believers will be missionaries.  They will often go from a life of relative comfort to a life which is
much more difficult because they have a burden for the souls of the people to whom they minister. 
Seeing 10 or 100 or 1000 people of a foreign land come to the LORD is a far greater blessing to them than

 From 111 http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf (chapter 9) accessed February 3, 2015. 

http://www.garynorth.com/WisdomAndDominion.pdf
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Material Blessings and the Believer

living in a mansion.  We are blessed and the world is blessed by having so many missionaries come out
of the Christian church to bring the Word of Christ to others. 

10. God does not promise us that we will lead a Donald Trump lifestyle (or pick your favorite celebrity).  And
you will always be able to look next door or across the street and see someone who has a better car, or
a better house or whatever. 

11. Furthermore, if you think your goal in life is to become financially successful, apart from all other things
(or seen as more important than all other things), then you do not understand your place in time. 

12. However, if you grow spiritually, then you will begin to understand and appreciate where you are and what
God has done for you.  I remember one day, a couple decades ago, sitting and looking around and
realizing just how much God had blessed me with. 

13. There are a variety of blessings—they can be related to wealth, but they can also be related to family, to
health, to your vocation.  Your blessings may be directly tied to your spiritual gift.  On a personal note,
I know what my spiritual gift is, I am exercising it right now, and I know that I am blessed to be able to
spend this much time studying God’s Word.  It is a great feeling to look into a passage and understand
what is meant—and possibly never explained quite correctly before (example the tree of life in this
chapter). 

14.

 From Paul G. Apple 1 http://bibleoutlines.com/library/pdf/proverbs.pdf accessed February 8, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

——————————

Her ways [are] ways of delight and all her
paths [are] peace. 

Proverbs
3:17

Her ways [are] the ways of delight and all of
her paths [are] peaceful [and prosperous]. 

Wisdom leads the way to delight; and one will find peace and prosperity along her paths. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Her ways [are] ways of delight and all her paths [are] peace. 
Latin Vulgate Her ways are beautiful ways, and all her paths are peaceable. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
Septuagint (Greek) Her ways are good ways, and all her paths are peaceful. 

Significant differences: The Greek has good ways; but the Hebrew has delight, pleasantness. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Her ways are ways of delight, and all her goings are peace. 
Easy English Her ways are pleasant. 

Her paths are beautiful. 
Easy-to-Read Version People with wisdom live peaceful, happy lives. 
Good News Bible (TEV) Wisdom can make your life pleasant and lead you safely through it.. 
The Message Her manner is beautiful, her life wonderfully complete. 
NIRV Her ways are pleasant ways. 

All her paths lead to peace. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

http://bibleoutlines.com/library/pdf/proverbs.pdf
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Contemporary English V. Wisdom makes life pleasant and leads us safely along. 
The Living Bible Wisdom gives: a long, good life, riches, honor, pleasure, peace.  Vv. 16–17 are

combined by the Living Bible. 
New Berkeley Version h=...her ways are pleasant ones, peaceful all her paths. 
New Century Version Wisdom will make your life pleasant 

and will bring you peace. 
New Life Version Her ways are pleasing, and all her paths are peace. 
New Living Translation She will guide you down delightful paths; 

all her ways are satisfying. 
Translation for Translators If you are wise, your life will be pleasant, 

and things will go well for you. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Goodness is found in her ways, and all of her paths lead to peace. 
Beck’s American Translation Her ways are pleasant, 

and all her paths lead to happiness. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her routes, peace. 
Ferar-Fenton Bible Her tracks are of pleasantness ways, All her paths are the pathways of peace!. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) She leads you through delightful ways; all her roads are peace. 
New Jerusalem Bible Her ways are filled with delight, her paths all lead to contentment. 
Revised English Bible Her ways are pleasant ways and her paths all lead to prosperity. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

exeGeses companion Bible ...her ways are ways of pleasantness  
and all her paths are shalom:... 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Her drakhim are drakhim of pleasantness, and all her netivot (trodden paths) are
shalom. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Her ways are highways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
The Expanded Bible Wisdom will make your life [ Her paths are] pleasant L

and ·will bring you [ her trails are] peace.L  
Kretzmann’s Commentary Her ways are ways of pleasantness, with never a disagreeable feature to mar one's

enjoyment of true wisdom, and all her paths are peace, without the strife and alarm
found where human wisdom is proclaimed. 

NET Bible® Her ways are very pleasant, 
and all her paths are peaceful.  

Syndein/Thieme Her {Doctrine's} Ways are pleasant ways.  And her paths are
pleasantness/prosperity/'mental stability' {no`am}. 

The Voice Her ways are pleasant; 
all of her pathways are peaceful. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her tracks are peace." 
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God’s Truth (Tyndale) Her ways are pleasant ways, and her paths are peaceable. 
NASB Her ways are pleasant ways 

And all her paths are peace. 
Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. Her roads/ways are delightful, and all her paths are peace. 
Young's Literal Translation Her ways [are] ways of pleasantness, And all her paths [are] peace. 

The gist of this verse: Traveling the way of wisdom is pleasant and peaceful. 

Proverbs 3:17a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

d râkîym (ãÌÀøÈëÄéí)e

[pronounced deh-raw-
KEEM]

ways, roads, paths; journeys,
courses; works; towards;

manner, habit, a way [of life,
living]; of moral character

masculine plural noun
with the 2  personnd

feminine singular suffix

Strong's #1870 
BDB #202

d râkîym (ãÌÀøÈëÄéí)e

[pronounced deh-raw-
KEEM]

ways, roads, paths; journeys,
courses; works; towards;

manner, habit, a way [of life,
living]; of moral character

masculine plural
construct

Strong's #1870 
BDB #202

nô)am (ðÉòÇí) [pronounced
NOH-ìahm

 kindness, pleasantness,
delightfulness, beauty, favour

masculine singular noun
Strong’s #5278 

BDB #653

The NET Bible: Heb “her ways are ways of pleasantness” (so KJV, NRSV). The present translation contracts
this expression for the sake of smoothness. The plural of ãÆøÆêÀ (derekh, “way”) is repeated for emphasis. The
noun ðÉòÇí (no’am, “pleasantness”) functions as an attributive genitive: “pleasant ways.”  112

Translation: Her ways [are] the ways of delight...  These are the ways of wisdom; these are the roads, the ways,
the paths which are a result of knowing wisdom. 

Traveling along these roads is smooth, pleasant, delightful. 

Road is in the plural because everyone is a different person with a different life.  So you may apply wisdom which
takes you in a certain way in your life; but it will take me in a different way in mine.  My interests, early on, were
teaching and writing; but I had no interest in being a policeman.  However, everyday, my life is made better
because the area where I live has an excellent police force.  I have interacted with police on many occasions, and
believe that I am blessed to have them looking out for me.  So, some believers become missionaries; some
become pastor-teachers; but not all are designed to have a spiritual occupation.  We need teachers, doctors,
military types, policemen, restaurant owners, retail employees, computer geeks, etc.  So, for the believer with
wisdom, there are many roads to go down; however, if you want your path to be pleasant, you get yourself some
wisdom. 

Proverbs 3:17b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

 From 112 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 19, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs 3:17b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kôl (ëÌÉì) [pronounced
kohl]

every, each, all of, all; any of,
any

masculine singular
construct not followed by

a definite article

Strong’s #3605 
BDB #481

n thîybâh (ðÀúÄéáÈä)e

[pronounced n thee -e v

BAW]

path, pathway, footpath, a
trodden down path

feminine plural noun with
the 3  person femininerd

singular suffix

Strong’s #5410 
BDB #677

shâlôwm (ùÈìåÉí) or
shâlôm (ùÈìÉí)

[pronounced shaw-
LOHM]

completeness, soundness,
health and welfare, peace,

prosperity, safe, secure, tranquil,
undisturbed, unagitated

masculine singular noun
Strong’s #7965 

BDB #1022

Translation: ...and all of her paths [are] peaceful [and prosperous].  The roads or pathways involve peace and
prosperity.  Again, her refers to wisdom.  We have a synonym for roads here, as well as a parallel concept. 

The use of shalom refers both peace and prosperity.  Too much emphasis is placed on world peace by the liberal;
where that is almost never the use of the word shalom (except perhaps for the Millennium).  The man who is wise
will develop a relationship with God and will apply the wisdom of God, and his path will be one of peace (with God
and with man) and prosperity. 

Path is in the plural in the second half of this verse for the same reason that road is in the plural in the first half. 

——————————

A tree of lives she [is] to the ones laying a
hold in her; and those acquiring her are
blessed. 

Proverbs
3:18

She [is] a tree of sustaining life to those who
lay a hold of her; and those who acquire her
are blessed. 

She is a tree of sustaining life and prosperity to those who lay a hold of her; and all those who acquire
wisdom are blessed. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) A tree of lives she [is] to the ones laying a hold in her; and those acquiring her are
blessed. 

Latin Vulgate She is a tree of life to them that lay hold on her: and he that shall retain her is
blessed. 

Peshitta (Syriac) She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; and blessed are those who wait for
her. 

Septuagint (Greek) She is a tree of life to all that lay hold of her, and she is a secure help to all that stay
themselves on her, as on the Lord. 

Significant differences: The final verb, acquire, appears to be mistranslated in the Syriac and Greek. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 
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Bible in Basic English She is a tree of life to all who take her in their hands, and happy is everyone who
keeps her. 

Easy English If you grasp her, she will give a good life to you. 
She brings happiness to those who hug her. 

Easy–to–Read Version Wisdom is like the Tree of Life [The tree whose fruit gives people the power to live
forever.  See Gen. 3:22 and Rev. 22:1–2.].   It gives full life to people that accept
it.  People that keep wisdom will be truly happy! 

Good News Bible (TEV) Those who become wise are happy; wisdom will give them life. 
The Message She's the very Tree of Life to those who embrace her. Hold her tight--and be

blessed! 
Names of God Bible Wisdom is a tree of life 

for those who take firm hold of it. 
Those who cling to it are blessed. 

New Simplified Bible She (wisdom) is a tree of life to those who hold her. Happy are all who keep her. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; 
those who hold her tight are happy. 

Contemporary English V. Wisdom is a life-giving tree, the source of happiness for all who hold on to her. 
The Living Bible Wisdom is a tree of life to those who eat her fruit; happy is the man who keeps on

eating it. 
New Berkeley Version She is a tree of life to those laying hold of her, 

making happy each one holding her fast. 
New Century Version As a tree produces fruit, wisdom gives life to those who use it, 

and everyone who uses it will be happy. 
New Life Version She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her. Happy are all who hold her near. 
New Living Translation Wisdom is a tree of life to those who embrace her; 

happy are those who hold her tightly. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible She's a tree of life to all who'll grab hold (those leaning on her as they do on the
Lord). they're the ones who'll get away safely. 

International Standard V She is a tree of life for those who embrace her, 
and whoever clutches her tightly will be joyful. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Take hold of her, clasp her to thee, and the Tree of Life itself could not make thee
more blessed. 

Translation for Translators Wisdom is like a tree that gives long life to those who eagerly take hold of it, 
and Yahweh is pleased with those who hold onto it tightly. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear She's a tree of life to those fortifying her. Congratulate her supporters. 
Ferar-Fenton Bible Who owns her,-Owns a Tree giving Life; Who retains her,--·possesses success! 
Lexham English Bible She is a tree of life for those who seize her; those who take hold of her are

considered happy. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) She is a tree of life for those who clasp her; those who possess her are happy. 
The Heritage Bible She is the tree of life to them who seize her, and he who takes hold of her is

righteously happy.  3:18 tree of life, ets chayiym, the exact Hebrew words of Gen
2:9, the tree of life from which we were cut off by God’s flaming sword because of
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our sin, is now restored to us through Jehovah God’s wisdom as revealed in Jesus
Christ, the Messiah, John 14:6.

New American Bible (2011) She is a tree of life to those who grasp her, 
and those who hold her fast are happy.  Prv 4:13; 8:35; 11:30; Gn 2:9; 3:22.

New Jerusalem Bible She is a tree of life for those who hold her fast, those who cling to her live happy
lives. 

New RSV She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; 
those who hold her fast are called happy. 

Revised English Bible She is a tree of life to those who grasp her, and those who hold fast to her are safe. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

exeGeses companion Bible ...she is a tree of life to them who uphold her;  
and blithesome to them who uphold her. 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) She is a tree of life to those who grasp her, 
And whoever holds on to her is happy. 

Judaica Press Complete T. It is a tree of life for those who grasp it, and those who draw near it are fortunate. 
Orthodox Jewish Bible She is an Etz Chayyim (Tree of Life) to them that lay hold upon her; and me'usher

(blessed) is every one that holdeth her fast. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible She is a tree of life to those who lay hold on her; and happy (blessed, fortunate, to
be envied) is everyone who holds her fast. 

The Expanded Bible As a tree produces fruit, wisdom gives life to those who use it, 
and everyone who uses it will be happy. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her, her fruit preserving life, so that
living is a blessing; and happy is every one that retaineth her, keeping a firm hold
upon this wonderful species of knowledge learned from the Word of God. 

NET Bible® She is like [The comparative "like" does not appear in the Hebrew text, but is
implied by the metaphor; it is supplied in the translation for the sake of clarity.] a
tree of life to those who obtain her [Heb "lay hold of her."], 
and everyone who grasps hold of her will be blessed.  

Syndein/Thieme And happy are all that hold her'/'Receiving inner happiness . . . the one who hangs
on to her {doctrine}'.  {Those with doctrine resident in the soul}  {Note: The tree of
life in the garden is prohibited after the fall. Now doctrine is the tree of life. The key
to happiness. The secret to happiness in this life is to 'eat of the tree of life' -
resident and function in the Divine Dynasphere.}. 

The Voice She is like a tree that produces a satisfied life for anyone who can wrap their arms
around her; 

happiness waits for any who hold her tightly. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version She is a tree of life to those holding fast to her, And those upholding her will be
happy." 

Emphasized Bible A tree of life, is she, to them who secure her,—and, they who hold her fast, are
every one to be pronounced happy. 

English Standard Version She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called
blessed. 

Green’s Literal Translation She is a tree of life to the ones who lay hold on her, and happy are the ones holding
her fast. 

Webster’s Bible Translation She [is] a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy [is every one] that
retaineth her. 
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Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. A tree of lives she is to those seizing her, and those holding fast are blessed/happy. 
World English Bible She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her. Happy is everyone who retains her. 
Young’s Updated LT A tree of life she is to those laying hold on her, And whoever is retaining her is

happy. 

The gist of this verse: Wisdom is like the tree of life to those who grasp her; and those who do are happy. 

Proverbs 3:18a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

)êts (òÅõ) [pronounced
ìayts]

tree, wood; wooden post,
[wooden] stake, a staff; gallows;
[collectively for] a forest of trees

masculine singular
construct

Strong’s #6086 
BDB #781

chayyîym (çÇéÌÄéí)
[pronounced khay-

YEEM]

life, lives, living, being alive,
having life, immortality, a long

life, sustenance, sustaining life;
refreshment; being vigorous;

prosperity, welfare, happiness,
living prosperously

masculine plural
substantive

Strong's #2416 
BDB #313

hîy( (äÄéà) [pronounced
hee]

she, it; also used as a
demonstrative pronoun: that, this

(one)

3  person femininerd

singular, personal
pronoun; sometimes the

verb is, is implied

Strong’s #1931 
BDB #214

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

châzaq (çÈæÇ÷)
[pronounced khaw-

ZAHK]

those holding [onto something],
the ones grabbing, those holding

fast, the ones gaining [taking]
possession of; strengthening,
the ones making strong, those
who are supporting; those who

are repairing; the ones
displaying strength [power];

those prevailing [upon]

masculine plural Hiphil
participle with the

definite article

Strong’s #2388 
BDB #304

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh

in, into, through; among, in the
midst of; at, by, near, on, before,
in the presence of, upon; with;
to, unto, upon, up to; in respect
to, on account of; by means of,

about, concerning

primarily a preposition of
proximity; however, it

has a multitude of
functions with the 3rd

person feminine singular
suffix

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

Translation: She [is] a tree of sustaining life to those who lay a hold of her;...  A tree is associated with
permanence and strength, wisdom is a tree of sustaining life, refreshment, prosperity and happiness to those who
lay a hold of wisdom.  Those who recognize the importance of wisdom reach out and grab it, and they are given
great strength and true life because of it. 

Proverbs is the only book of the Bible, besides Genesis and Revelation, to speak of the Tree of Life.  After some
introductory material, I will explain exactly what the Tree of Life means to us. 
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This is an interesting allusion to make. 

Translation Notes and Commentators on the Tree of Life

Translation Commentary

The Geneva Bible
[The tree of life] brings forth such fruit that they who eat of it have life and he alludes to
the tree of life in paradise.  113

The NAB (2011)

A tree of life: in the Old Testament this phrase occurs only in Proverbs (11:30; 13:12;
15:4) and Genesis (2:9; 3:22, 24). The origins of the concept are obscure; there is no
explicit mention of it in ancient Near Eastern literature, though on ancient seals trees are
sometimes identified as trees of life. When the man and the woman were expelled from
the garden, the tree of life was put off limits to them, lest they "eat of it and live forever"
(Gn 3:22). The quest for wisdom gives access to the previously sequestered tree of life.
The tree of life is mentioned also in the apocryphal work 1 Enoch 25:4-5. Rev 2 and 22
mention the tree of life as a source of eternal life.  114

The NET Bible

The metaphor compares wisdom to the symbol of vitality and fullness of life. This might
be an allusion to Gen 3:22, suggesting that what was lost as a result of the Fall may be
recovered through wisdom: long and beneficial life (R. Marcus, "The Tree of Life in
Proverbs," JBL 62 [1943]: 117-20).  115

Adam Clarke 

She is a tree of life - òõ çééí  ets chaiyim, “the tree of lives,” alluding most manifestly to
the tree so called which God in the beginning planted in the garden of Paradise, by
eating the fruit of which all the wastes of nature might have been continually repaired,
so as to prevent death for ever. This is an opinion which appears probable enough. The
blessings which wisdom - true religion - gives to men, preserve them in life, comfort them
through life, cause them to triumph in death, and ensure them a glorious immortality.  116

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

I did a shorter version of this doctrine many, many years ago.  The Tree of Life (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

The Tree of Life (from Bible Doctrine Resources)

I. Background on the tree:
A. It first appears in the perfect environment of the garden of Eden along with the tree of knowledge

of good and evil (Genesis 2:9). 
B. It was located in the very center of the garden. 
C. Unlike the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, its fruit was not off limits (Genesis 2:16–17). 
D. While in the garden, man did not desire to eat of its fruit. 
E. After the fall, man was barred from eating its fruit by an angelic sentry (Genesis 3:24). 
F. In the book of Proverbs it is associated with positive volition to Bible doctrine (Proverbs 3:18). 
G. It appears finally, along both sides of the river flowing from the new Jerusalem from which

redeemed mankind eats from its twelve kinds of fruit (revelation 22:1,2). 
II. The spiritual significance of the tree prior to the fall: 

 From 113 http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/geneva-study-bible/proverbs/proverbs-3.html accessed
January 20, 2015. 

 From 114 http://www.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/3#24003018-1 (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

 From 115 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:18. 116

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Tree_of_life.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Tree_of_life.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/Tree_of_life.wpd
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/geneva-study-bible/proverbs/proverbs-3.html
http://www.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/3#24003018-1
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm


133 The Book of Proverbs

The Tree of Life (from Bible Doctrine Resources)

A. It must be understood in the light of the Doctrine of the Angelic Conflict. 
B. Adam was created physically and mentally mature, but not spiritually mature. 
C. His body was formed (yâtsar (éÈöÇø) [pronounced yaw-TSAR]; to mold, like a potter molds clay) from

the dust of the ground (Genesis 2:7); his soul and human spirit were created (bârâ( (áÌÈøÈà)
[pronounced baw-RAWH]; to create something out of nothing) (Genesis 1:26–27). 

D. Although it was God's desire for Adam to possess spiritual maturity (demuth), He did not create
Adam with it. 

E. In the garden, Adam was given the opportunity to produce demuth through GAP (Genesis 3:8).
F. Adam, 130 years after the fall, attained to demuth (spiritual maturity) which was manufactured out

of Bible doctrine. 
G. Had Adam gone on to maturity in the garden, he would have resolved the Angelic Conflict, and

celebrated by eating of the tree of Life. 
H. Instead, he ate of the forbidden fruit, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
I. So the tree of life is to positive volition what the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is to negative

volition. 
J. The key seems to be that this tree is related to eternal life or to continued life. 

III. The tree after the fall: 
A. Being spiritually dead, Adam was disqualified from eating from the tree. 
B. Prior to the fall, man did not need salvation, but only to make the maturity adjustment. 
C. The fall rendered man incapable of making the maturity adjustment. 
D. The fall made the new birth necessary for the man; He had to become spiritually alive before he

could pursue spiritual maturity. 
E. Man could not longer be allowed to enjoy everlasting life from the tree of life. 

IV. The tree of life and the cross: 
A. The work of Christ provided the potential for access to what the tree of life represents. (salvation,

spiritual maturity, and enjoyment of Phase 3). 
B. Faith in Christ sets man up for what Adam lost, and much more. 
C. Christ's choice to go to the Cross was based on His inner demuth and is the basis for undoing what

Adam got us into (Hebrews 2:14,15). 
D. Likewise, the believer is challenged to eat of the fruit of Bible doctrine which leads to maturity

(2Corinthians 3:18). 
E. The cross, in essence, becomes the tree of life for the person who believes in Jesus Christ. 

V. Proof that the symbolism of the tree of life includes the maturity adjustment (Genesis 1:26). 
A. Image = tselem (tselem (öÆìÆí) [pronounced TSEH-lem]); likeness = demuth (d mûwth (ãÌÀîåÌú)e

[pronounced dehm-OOTH]); tselem (image) refers to the soul of man, while demuth (likeness)
includes thinking like God (Divine viewpoint), which comes from Bible doctrine in the soul. God
created Adam, and every other human soul with the potential to acquire Bible doctrine and thus
demuth. All men are given free will and must supply positive volition in order to acquire demuth
(spiritual maturity). 

B. A contextual comparison of Tselem and Demuth in Genesis 1:26,27; Genesis 5:1-3; and Genesis
9:6, reveals that tselem (soul, image) was created on day six for Adam (at birth for everyone else)
and is for all mankind (Genesis 9:6). Demuth (spiritual maturity, likeness) is manufactured out of
Bible doctrine and comes only to spiritually alive (saved) individuals who go on positive volition to
Bible doctrine. 

C. The location of the tree in the middle of the garden teaches us the place that Bible doctrine is to
hold in our lives. 

D. The tree connotes blessing and capacity for life (Proverbs 13:12). 
E. The fact the fall separated man from it demonstrates that fallen man is separated from God. 
F. Proverbs says that wisdom is a tree of lives (Proverbs 3:18). 
G. The wisdom that comes from above is a synonym for Bible doctrine. 

VI. The tree in phase 3: (Revelation 22:1,2). 
A. All redeemed mankind will eat of its fruit (Revelation 22:2). 
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The Tree of Life (from Bible Doctrine Resources)

B. As a memorial to eternal life and the importance of Bible doctrine

This was taken from http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=630 on January 27, 2015 and edited somewhat.  The
author of this doctrine is not identified.  

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Proverbs 3:18b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

tâmak  (�úÌÈîÇ)e

[pronounced taw-MAHK]

those taking a hold of, those who
are grasping; the ones obtaining,
those acquiring; the ones holding

fast [holding up, supporting];
those who take a hold of [one
another], the ones who hold

together, those adhering

masculine plural, Qal
active participle with the

3  person femininerd

singular suffix

Strong’s #8551 
BDB #1069

(âshar (àÈùÇø)
[pronounced aw-

SHAHR]

being advanced, being led [on];
being made happy [fortunate,

blessed], being blessed
Pual participle

Strong’s #833 
BDB #80

The NET Bible: The singular participle îÀàËùÌÈø (mÿ’ushar, literally, “he will be blessed”) functions as a distributive
singular for a plural subject (GKC 464 §145.l): “each and everyone will be blessed.” Not recognizing this point
of syntax, the BHS editors unnecessarily suggest emending this singular form to the plural.  117

Translation: ...and those who acquire her are blessed.  Those who acquire wisdom are made happy; they are
blessed. 

V. 18 reads: She [wisdom] [is] a tree of sustaining life to those who lay a hold of her; and those who acquire her
are blessed.  Because our lives are extended by eating from the tree of life, we enjoy an extended life and a better
life because of knowing Bible doctrine. 

What the Tree of Life means in the book of Proverbs.  Based upon what we have studied above about the Tree
of Life and this verse, we can understand what this verse is actually saying to us.  In the Garden of Eden, Adam
and the woman could enjoy a continuous life by eating from the Tree of Life.  However, since man sinned, man
has been moved from the periphery of the Tree of Life.  However, for us in this life, in our time on this earth, there
is a substitute—there is another Tree of Life, and that is wisdom; that is Bible doctrine.  The truth of God, the
wisdom of God, is to sustain us in this life that we live right now.  That is the tree that the believer is to eat from. 
That is the tree which will both extend and enrich out lives. 

——————————

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

 From 117 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=630
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Discourse 6b: God's Application of Wisdom

Y howah, by wisdom, established earth; Hee

set up [two] heavens by understanding; by
knowledge ocean depths were split open and
clouds drop down rain. 

Proverbs
3:19–20

By [His] wisdom, Y howah established thee

earth; by [His] understanding, He set up the
heavens; by [His] knowledge, the ocean
depths were split apart and clouds drop down
rain. 

Jehovah established the earth in His wisdom; He set up the heavens with His understanding; and with His
knowledge, the ocean depths were split apart and the clouds now drop down rain. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Y howah, by wisdom, established earth; He set up [two] heavens by understanding;e

by knowledge ocean depths were split open and clouds drop down rain. 
Latin Vulgate The Lord by wisdom has founded the earth, has established the heavens by

prudence.  By his wisdom the depths have broken out, and the clouds grow thick
with dew. 

Peshitta (Syriac) The LORD by his wisdom has founded the earth; by his understanding he
established the heavens.  By his knowledge the depths are broken up and the
clouds drop down the dew. 

Septuagint (Greek) God by wisdom founded the earth, and by understanding He prepared the heavens.
By His knowledge were the depths broken up, and the clouds dropped water. 

Significant differences: In the first phrase, the Greek has God rather than Y howah. e

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English The Lord by wisdom put in position the bases of the earth; by reason he put the
heavens in their place.  By his knowledge the deep was parted, and dew came
dropping from the skies. 

Easy English God created the world by his wisdom. 
He created the heavens by his skill. 
His knowledge caused the rivers to flow. 
And the clouds dropped gentle rain. 

Easy-to-Read Version The Lord used wisdom and understanding to make the earth and the skies. 
The Lord used his knowledge to make the oceans and the clouds that produce rain. 

Good News Bible (TEV) The LORD created the earth by his wisdom; by his knowledge he set the sky in
place.  
His wisdom caused the rivers to flow and the clouds to give rain to the earth. 

The Message With Lady Wisdom, GOD formed Earth; with Madame Insight, he raised Heaven. 
They knew when to signal rivers and springs to the surface, and dew to descend
from the night skies. 

Names of God Bible By Wisdom Yahweh laid the foundation of the earth. 
By understanding he established the heavens. 

By his knowledge the deep waters were divided, 
and the skies dropped dew. 

NIRV By wisdom the Lord laid the earth's foundations. 
Through understanding he set the heavens in place. 

By his knowledge the seas were separated, 
and the clouds dropped their dew. 
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Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible The Lord laid the foundations of the earth with wisdom, 
establishing the heavens with understanding. 

With his knowledge, the watery depths burst open, 
and the skies drop dew. 

Contemporary English V. By his wisdom and knowledge the LORD created heaven and earth.  
By his understanding he let the ocean break loose and clouds release the rain. 

The Living Bible The Lord's wisdom founded the earth; his understanding established all the
universe and space.  The deep fountains of the earth were broken open by his
knowledge, and the skies poured down rain. 

New Century Version The Lord made the earth, using his wisdom. 
He set the sky in place, using his understanding. 

With his knowledge, he made springs flow into rivers 
and the clouds drop rain on the earth. 

New Life Version The Lord built the earth by wisdom. He built the heavens by understanding.  By
what He knows, the seas were broken up and water falls from the sky. 

New Living Translation By wisdom the Lord founded the earth; 
by understanding he created the heavens. 

By his knowledge the deep fountains of the earth burst forth, 
and the dew settles beneath the night sky. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible In wisdom, God founded the earth, and with intelligence, He assembled the skies. 
By His perception, the valleys were formed, as from the clouds, flowed the dew. 

Beck’s American Translation By wisdom the LORD laid the foundation of the earth, 
and by understanding He set up the sky.  
By His knowledge the deep waters broke out 
and the clouds dropped dew. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Not without these, wisdom and discernment, the Lord based earth, the Lord framed
heaven; not without skill of his did the waters well up from beneath us, or the dews
fall in mist. 

Today’s NIV By wisdom the LORD laid the earth's foundations, by understanding he set the
heavens in place; by his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop
the dew. 

Translation for Translators With his wisdom Yahweh created the earth, 
and with his understanding he put everything in the skies. 
By being smart he caused the water that was beneath the earth to burst forth, 
and he caused rain to fall from the clouds. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear By wisdom Yahweh founded the land, and by understanding he prepared the
heavens. 
By his knowledge the abyss splits, and the sky deluges the dew. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible How God Founded the World 
“The LORD founded by Wisdom the Earth By Intelligence fixed up the Skies, And
expanded the Space by His Knowledge, And makes the clouds drop down the
showers. 

HCSB The LORD founded the earth by wisdom and established the heavens by
understanding.  
By His knowledge the watery depths broke open, and the clouds dripped with dew. 



137 The Book of Proverbs

Jubilee Bible 2000 The LORD by wisdom has founded the earth; by intelligence has he established the
heavens.  By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the heavens drop down
the dew. 

Lexham English Bible Role of Wisdom in Creation and Society 
Yahweh in wisdom founded the earth; he established the heavens in understanding. 
With his knowledge, depths broke open, and clouds dropped dew. 

NIV – UK By wisdom the Lord laid the earth's foundations, 
by understanding he set the heavens in place; 

by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, 
and the clouds let drop the dew. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) It is by his wisdom that Yahweh founded the earth; by his understanding that he
made firm the heavens. 
By his knowledge the depths were scooped out, and the clouds rained down dew. 

The Heritage Bible Jehovah has founded the earth by wisdom; he has set up the heavens by
understanding.  By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop
down the dew. 

New American Bible (2011) The LORD by wisdom founded the earth, 
established the heavens by understanding; 
By his knowledge the depths are split, 
and the clouds drop down dew. 
Depths: for the Hebrews, the depths enclosed the great subterranean waters; the
rain and dew descended from the waters above the firmament; cf. Gn 1:6-10; Jb
26:8, 12; Ps 18:15; 24:2. The cosmogony provides the reason why Wisdom offers
such benefits to human beings: the world was created in wisdom so that all who live
in accord with wisdom live in tune with the universe.

New Jerusalem Bible In wisdom, Yahweh laid the earth's foundations, in understanding he spread out the
heavens. 
Through his knowledge the depths were cleft open, and the clouds distil the dew. 

Revised English Bible By wisdom the LORD laid the earth's foundations and by understanding he set the
heavens in place; 
by his knowledge the springs of the deep burst forth and the clouds dropped dew. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible ADONAI by wisdom founded the earth, by understanding he established the
heavens, by his knowledge the deep [springs] burst open and the dew condenses
from the sky. 

exeGeses companion Bible Yah Veh, by wisdom, founded the earth;  
by discernment, he established the heavens;  
by knowledge, he split the abysses  
and the vapours drip the dew. 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) The Lord founded the earth by wisdom; 
He established the heavens by understanding; 
By His knowledge the depths burst apart, 
And the skies distilled dew. 

Judaica Press Complete T. The Lord founded the earth with wisdom, established the heavens with discernment. 
With His knowledge the depths were split, and the heavens drip dew. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Hashem by chochmah hath founded Eretz (Earth); by tevunah (understanding) hath
He established Shomayim. 
By His da'as (knowledge) the tehomot (oceanic depths) were divided, and the
clouds drop down the tal (dew). 
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Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible The Lord by skillful and godly Wisdom has founded the earth; by understanding He
has established the heavens. 
By His knowledge the deeps were broken up, and the skies distill the dew. 

The Expanded Bible The Lord ·made [ laid the foundations of] the earth, ·using his wisdom [or withL

Wisdom; 8:22-31]. 
He set the ·sky [heavens] in place, using his ·understanding [competence]. 

With his knowledge, ·he made springs flow into rivers [ the deeps burst open] L

and the clouds drop ·rain on the earth [ dew]..L  
Kretzmann’s Commentary The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth, by means of His personal, essential

wisdom, which He has also revealed in His Word; by understanding hath He
established the heavens, preparing them with proper discrimination and judgment. 
By his knowledge the depths are broken up, the seas did divide, breaking forth from
the chaotic mass of formless matter and occupying their fixed places, and the
clouds drop down the dew, the rain still falling in agreement with His laws. From the
majesty with which the work of creation portrays the wisdom of the Lord the author
now deduces admonitions which should be heeded by all the godly. 

NET Bible® By wisdom the Lord laid the foundation of the earth; 
he established the heavens by understanding. [The theme of God's use of wisdom
in creation is developed in Prov 8:22-31. Because God established the world to
operate according to the principle of wisdom it is impossible for anyone to live
successfully in his world apart from the wisdom that only God can give.] 
By his knowledge the primordial sea was broken open, [This might refer to God's
action of dividing the waters to form the dry ground on the third day (Gen 1:9-10)
or, less likely, to the breaking up of the fountains of the deep at the flood (Gen
7:11).] 
and the clouds drip down dew. [The two colons form a merism: The wisdom of God
is behind all forces of nature, whether the violent breaking forth of its watery forces
at creation or the provision of the gentle rain and dew throughout history (T. T.
Perowne, Proverbs, 55).]  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 19-20: The Plan of God from Grace} 
Jehovah/God by wisdom {Wisdom is 'His Thinking' - 'His Viewpoint' - 'His Word' -
and the Word became Flesh - Jehovah here is Jesus Christ - and it refers to His
Thinking - He 'thought' and the Earth came into existence} has established/'laid the
foundation of' the Earth.  By understanding, He has established the heavens. 
{Note: The universe's creation was the mental operation of His mind - His
Omniscience combined then with his Omnipotence and the universe was created
- and we have His Mind in writing - bible doctrine.} 
By His knowledge {the Omniscience of Jesus Christ} the waters are divided and the
clouds drop down the dew.  {Two idioms for prosperity under an agricultural society
- rain - but what is the source of this prosperity? The thinking of God.}. 

The Voice It was by wisdom that the Eternal fashioned the earth 
and by understanding that He designed the heavens. 

Through His knowledge, the deep was divided into seas and sky, 
and the clouds understood when to let down the morning dew. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

oncordant Literal Version Yahweh, by wisdom, founded the earth; He established the heavens by
comprehension." 
By His knowledge the abysses broke forth, And the skies drip down the night mist." 
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Context Group Version YHWH by wisdom founded the land { or earth }; By understanding he established
the skies { or heavens }. 
By his knowledge the depths were broken up, And the skies { or heavens } drop
down the dew. 

Emphasized Bible Yahweh, in wisdom, founded the earth, establishing the heavens with
understanding; 
By his knowledge, the resounding deeps were burst open, and, the skies, drop
down dew. 

English Standard Version The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; 
by understanding he established the heavens; 

by his knowledge the deeps broke open, 
and the clouds drop down the dew. 

NASB The Lord by wisdom founded the earth, 
By understanding He established the heavens. 
By His knowledge the deeps were broken up 
And the skies drip with dew. 

Webster’s Bible Translation The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he
established the heavens. 
By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew. 

Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. Yhwh, in/by wisdom founded the earth, He established the heavens in/by
understanding 
In/by His knowledge the deeps were breached/broken up, and the clouds/skies drip
down dew. 

Young's Literal Translation Jehovah by wisdom did found the earth, He prepared the heavens by
understanding.  By His knowledge depths have been rent, And clouds do drop dew. 

The gist of this verse: God, by knowledge, founded the heavens and the earth, and separated the great
oceans, and caused the water cycle. 

Proverbs 3:19a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

châk mâh (çÈëÀîÈä)e

[pronounced khawk -e

MAW]

wisdom [in all realms of life],
doctrine in the soul; skill [in war]

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #2451 

BDB #315

yâçar (éÈñÇø) [pronounced
yaw-SAHR]

to establish, to found, to lay a
foundation; to appoint, to ordain;

to constitute, to establish [as
laws]

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal perfect
Strong’s #3245 

BDB #413
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Proverbs 3:19a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

The NET Bible: Heb “founded the earth.” The verb éÈñÇã (yasad, “to establish; to found”) describes laying the
foundation of a building (1 Kgs 5:31 [HT]; 7:10; 2 Chr 3:3; Ezra 3:10-12; Zech 4:9) and God laying the
foundation of the earth (Job 38:4; Pss 24:2; 89:12; 102:26; 104:5; Isa 48:13; 51:13, 16; Zech 12:1).  118

(erets (àÆøÆõ) [pronounced
EH-rets]

earth (all or a portion thereof),
land, territory, country, continent;
ground, soil; under the ground

[Sheol]

feminine singular noun
Strong's #776 

BDB #75

Translation: By [His] wisdom, Y howah established the earth;...e   There is this great balance within the universe
between the following things: the land on earth, the atmosphere, space, the ocean depths and rain.  If any of these
things are varied much, our lands can be covered with water; we would suffer great drought; the atmosphere might
float away, etc.  It is a massive balancing act to get all of these things to interact in such a way as to preserve
human, animal and plant life for a long period of time (at least 6000 years). 

The earth is established, founded, appointed a specific orbit a specific distance from the sun, with a specific tilt;
and all of these things are absolutely important.  

Application: We have a goofy idea of putting people on Mars as a colony and living there.  That is (1) stupid and
(2) a suicide mission.  Mars cannot be made to support life.  The only way that we can maintain life on Mars is to
take stuff from the earth and ship it there—including food, clothing and oxygen.  There is nothing that can be done
to make Mars (or any other moon or planet) inhabitable.  There is not the right balance of atmosphere, land, water,
and rain.  We are not God; we cannot achieve this balance. 

Proverbs 3:19b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kûwn (ëÌåÌï) [pronounced
koon]

to set up, to erect; to confirm, to
establish, to maintain; to found
[a city, the earth, etc]; to direct
[e.g., arrows], metaphorically to

turn one’s mind [to anything]

3  person masculinerd

singular, Pilel (Polel)
perfect

Strong’s #3559 
BDB #465

The Polel is not acknowledged in Mansoor’s book nor in Zodhiates; it comes from Owen’s book.  However, it
is essentially the same as the Piel (intensive) stem with a different conjugation.  It appears to be called the Pilel
in Gesenius and BDB. 

shâmayîm (ùÈîÇéÄí)
[pronounced shaw-MAH-

yim]

heaven, heavens, skies; the
visible heavens, as in as abode

of the stars or as the visible
universe, the sky, atmosphere,
etc.; Heaven (as the abode of

God)

masculine dual noun
Strong’s #8064 

BDB #1029

 From 118 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs 3:19b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

t bûwnâh (úÌÀáåÌðÈä)e

[pronounced t(voo-
NAWH]

intelligence, understanding,
insight; the act of understanding;

skill; the faculty of
understanding; the object of

knowledge; teacher
(personification)

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #8394 

BDB #108

Translation: ...by [His] understanding, He set up the heavens;...  It took great intelligence to make the atmosphere
around the earth.  We obviously need this atmosphere and we cannot survive without it.  God knew they are, with
great foresight, devised the perfect blanket of atmosphere to stretch out over the earth. 

Clarke comments: Here wisdom is taken in its proper acceptation, for that infinite knowledge and skill
which God has manifested in the creation and composition of the earth, and in the structure and
economy of the heavens. He has established the order as well as the essence of all things; so that
though they vary in their positions, etc., yet they never change either their places, or their properties.
Composition and analysis are not essential changes; the original particles, their forms and properties,
remain the same.  119

V. 19 reads: By [His] wisdom, Y howah established the earth; by [His] understanding, He set up the heavens;...e  

The Pulpit Commentary on God’s Creation

I. The world is well-ordered. The Greeks expressed this idea in the beautiful word "cosmos."  It includes
symmetry, beauty, variety, harmony, adaptation of means to ends.  To recognize these in the visible world
is an intellectual delight, and a motive to the purest reverence.  

II. This order of the world and the universe is reducible to a unity.  Formerly we looked Upon the world
as a collection of independent forces.  Science showed us the correlation, interdependence, interaction
of these forces.  Now she has risen to the grand conception of the unity of all force; and thus arrives at
the same goal with religious thought.  

III. That unity of all force is God.  It is often forgotten that the generalizations of science are but logical
distinctions cause, law, force, etc. What are these without Being, Personality, as their ground?  Empty
names.  Bible doctrine fills these forms with life, and where the scientific man speaks of law, she bows
before the living God.  

IV. Science and Bible doctrine are united as one.  When we talk of their opposition, we are using a figure
of speech.  What they represent, these names, is two different directions of the spiritual activity of man. 
What needs to be cured is narrowness and partialism on the side of both scientific and religious men. 
For there is no real cleft in the nature of our knowledge.  All genuine knowledge is essentially a knowledge
of God, of the Infinite revealed in and through the finite

From The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, courtesy of e-sword,
Prov. 3:19 (edited). 
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 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:19. 119
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Proverbs 3:20a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

da)ath (ãÌÇòÇú)
[pronounced DAH-ìahth]

knowledge, knowing;
intelligence, understanding,

wisdom

feminine singular noun
with the 3  personrd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #1847 
BDB #395

t hôwmôwth (úÀÌäåÉîåÉú)e

[pronounced t -hohm-e

OHTH]

ocean depths, [great] depths, a
surging mass of water, bursts of

water, deep waters
feminine plural noun

Strong's #8415 
BDB #1062

The NET Bible: The word úÌÀäåÉîåÉú (tÿhomot, “primordial sea”) alludes to the chaotic “deep” in Gen 1:2 (BDB 1063
s.v. úÌÀäåÉí 3). This was viewed in the ancient world as a force to be reckoned with. However, God not only
formed it but controls it (see J. Emerton, “Spring and Torrent in Ps 74:15,” VT 15 [1965]: 125).  120

bâqa) (áÌÈ÷Çò) [pronounced
baw-KAHÌ]

to be cleft, be rent open, be split
open; to be broken into

3  person masculinerd

plural, Niphal perfect
Strong’s #1234 

BDB #131

Translation: ...by [His] knowledge, the ocean depths were split apart...  There are a great many people who
believe in continental drift.  This verse suggests continental drift.  This passage speaks of the ocean depths being
split apart and we think it as land being split apart; but the end result is, there is no longer one continent but many. 

Another way of understanding this is, in original creation, the world appeared to be a frozen ice block, and that
God warmed the ice, and dispersed water throughout the earth in a variety of manifestations.  It is these huge
oceans that maintain for us the very small temperature range found on our planet.  The waters of the oceans keep
us from getting too hot or too cold. 

Proverbs 3:20b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

sh châqîym (ùÀçÈ÷ÄÍéí)e

[pronounced sheh-
khawk-EEM]

clouds, thick clouds;
metaphorically, the skies, the
heavens, the firmament of the

heaven

masculine plural noun
Strong’s #7834 

BDB #1007

râ)aph (øÈòÇó)
[pronounced raw-ÌAHF]

to drop down; to trickle, to drip
3  person masculinerd

plural, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #7491 

BDB #950

þal (èÇì) [pronounced tahl] night mist, mist, dew masculine singular noun
Strong’s #2919 

BDB #378

 From 120 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Translation: ...and clouds drop down rain.  Part of this balance is the rain, which helps to maintain an even
temperature; it waters the earth (providing much needed water for people and animals and plants).  It is God’s
intelligence so that land, water and atmosphere are all in balance. 

The Geneva Bible: By this he shows that this wisdom of which he speaks is everlasting, because it
was before all creatures and that all things even the whole world were made by it.  121

Some do not appreciate what is found in Scripture because they have no sense of history. 

Creation Science 4 Kids on the Water Cycle

Ancient man on the water cycle: 

[A] long webpage from UNESCO...talks about what most people long ago thought of the Water Cycle:

"The Greeks therefore described the water cycle backwards, arguing that since the level of the seas remained
constant despite all the rivers flowing into it, the water must penetrate the earth's depths and feed the
underground springs. Evaporation and Precipitation were ignored."

Ancient Egyptians couldn't figure out how the Nile flooded annually even though it never rained during that time
of year.  The average Egyptian thought that the river was just a sort of backflow from the Mediterranean Sea. 
You'd think they would have wondered why the river water wasn't salty!

The Chinese knew that rain was the source of the water in their rivers and even had a flood warning system
using horseback messengers that could travel faster than the rising waters!  But there is no evidence that they
understood where the rain came from in the first place.  They even invented a Rain Dragon myth to explain what
caused it.

The Bible on the water cycle: 

But is this the kind of confused tale that the Bible presents for us about the water cycle?  Have a look at these
verses:

All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers
come, there they return again. Ecclesiastes 1:7

If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: Ecclesiastes 11:3a

He causes the vapors to ascend from the
ends of the earth; He makes lightnings for
the rain; He brings the wind out of his
treasuries. Psalm 135:7

This verse from the Psalms is especially interesting
because it shows the connection between lightning and
rainfall.  Even what is known as Dry Lightning has rain, it
just never reaches the ground!  I found out that there is
something called a Rain Gush whenever lightning occurs.
If there is even lightning very close to you, you might notice
it starts to rain extra hard a few seconds later.  This all has
to do with the electricity in water and is something we still
don't completely understand, but the Creator does!

 From 121 http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/geneva-study-bible/proverbs/proverbs-3.html accessed
January 20, 2015. 

http://unesco.uiah.fi/water/material/01_water_basics_html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/geneva-study-bible/proverbs/proverbs-3.html
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Creation Science 4 Kids on the Water Cycle

He that calls for the waters of the sea, and pours them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is His name.
Amos 9:6b

When He utters His voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and He causes the vapors to ascend
from the ends of the earth; He makes lightnings with rain, and brings forth the wind out of His treasures.
Jeremiah 10:13

These last three verses show a clear understanding of evaporation, unlike what these other cultures were
thinking!

Conclusions: 

Beginning with Leonardo Da Vinci in the late 1400s, and Bernard Palissy 100 years later, modern scientists
pieced together how the water cycle works.  Finally in the 1600s, two Frenchmen,  Pierre Perrault and Edmé
Mariotte, showed that there was enough water from evaporation and rain to explain how water reached the land
and then flowed back to the sea.

Nowadays, knowledge of the water cycle is so common that we all learn about it in our first school years.

Praise be to our great God who formed the earth so carefully and thoughtfully! 

Taken from http://creationscience4kids.com/science-in-the-bible-the-water-cycle/ accessed January 20, 2015 and
slightly edited.  Pronouns referring to God capitalized.  Images come from the same web site. 
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The Water Cycle (a graphic) from Bible Evidences.com; accessed January 20, 2015.  

http://creationscience4kids.com/science-in-the-bible-the-water-cycle/
http://www.bibleevidences.com/images/Watercyclesummary.jpg
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From the Evidence Bible: “Slight variations in physical laws such as gravity or electromagnetism would
make life impossible...The necessity to produce life lies at the center of the universe’s whole
machinery and design.” John Wheeler, Princeton University professor of physics (Reader’s Digest,
Sept. 1986)  122

Also from the Evidence Bible: Even evolutionist Stephen Hawking, considered the best-known scientist
since Albert Einstein, acknowledges “the universe and the laws of physics seem to have been
specifically designed for us.  If any one of about 40 physical qualities had more than slightly different
values, life as we know it could not exist: Either atoms would not be stable, or they wouldn’t combine
into molecules, or the stars wouldn’t form the heavier elements, or the universe would collapse before
life could develop, and so on. . .” (Austin American-Statesman, October 19, 1997)    123

The Evidence Bible asks a great many questions of evolutionists at this point: 

Questions for Evolutionists by Dr. Kent Hovind

The test of any theory is whether or not it provides answers to basic questions. Some well meaning but
misguided people think evolution is a reasonable theory to explain man’s questions about the universe.
Evolution is not a good theory—it is just a pagan religion masquerading as science.

1. Where did the space for the universe come from? 
2. Where did matter come from? 
3. Where did the laws of the universe come from (gravity, inertia, etc.)? 
4. How did matter get so perfectly organized? 
5. Where did the energy come from to do all the organizing? 
6. When, where, why, and how did life come from dead matter? 
7. When, where, why, and how did life learn to reproduce itself? 
8. With what did the first cell capable of sexual reproduction reproduce? 
9. Why would any plant or animal want to reproduce more of its kind since this would only make more

mouths to feed and decrease the chances of survival? (Does the individual have a drive to survive, or the
species? How do you explain this?) 

10. How can mutations (recombining of the genetic code) create any new, improved varieties? (Recombining
English letters will never produce Chinese books.) 

11. Is it possible that similarities in design between different animals prove a common Creator instead of a
common ancestor? 

12. Natural selection only works with the genetic information available and tends only to keep a species
stable. How would you explain the increasing complexity in the genetic code that must have occurred if
evolution were true? 

13. When, where, why, and how did: 
a. Single-celled plants become multi celled? (Where are the two- and three celled intermediates?) 
b. Single-celled animals evolve?
c. Fish change to amphibians? 
d. Amphibians change to reptiles? 
e. Reptiles change to birds? (The lungs, bones, eyes, reproductive organs, heart, method of

locomotion, body covering, etc., are all very different!) How did the intermediate forms live? 
14. When, where, why, how, and from what did: 

a. Whales evolve? 
b. Sea horses evolve? 
c. Bats evolve? 

 From 122 http://www.evidencebible.com/pdf/29_Proverbs_1_to_15.pdf accessed January 20, 2015. 

 From 123 http://www.evidencebible.com/pdf/29_Proverbs_1_to_15.pdf accessed January 20, 2015. 
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Questions for Evolutionists by Dr. Kent Hovind

d. Eyes evolve? 
e. Ears evolve? 
f. Hair, skin, feathers, scales, nails, claws, etc., evolve? 

15. Which evolved first (how, and how long, did it work without the others)?  
a. The digestive system, the food to be digested, the appetite, the ability to find and eat the food, the

digestive juices, or the body’s resistance to its own digestive juice (stomach, intestines, etc.)? 
b. The drive to reproduce or the ability to reproduce? 
c. The lungs, the mucus lining to protect them, the throat, or the perfect mixture of gases to be

breathed into the lungs? 
d. DNA or RNA to carry the DNA message to cell parts? 
e. The termite or the flagella in its intestines that actually digest the cellulose? 
f. The plants or the insects that live on and pollinate the plants? 
g. The bones, ligaments, tendons, blood supply, or muscles to move the bones? 
h. The nervous system, repair system, or hormone system? 
i. The immune system or the need for it?

From http://www.evidencebible.com/pdf/29_Proverbs_1_to_15.pdf accessed January 20, 2015. 
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Vv. 19–20 read: By [His] wisdom, Y howah established the earth; by [His] understanding, He set up the heavens;e

by [His] knowledge, the ocean depths were split apart and clouds drop down rain.  The perfection by which
everything is in balance and interacts is all the result of God’s wisdom.  God expects for us to pursue His revealed
wisdom. 

Our world and all that occurs within our world bears the marks of divine wisdom—there is order, there is law, there
is renewal. 

Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary: Solomon here selects one example of the wisdom of God, as
displayed in relation to the earth, viz., the process by which it is watered. 

The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary on the Watering of the Earth

(1) Were the atmosphere everywhere at all times of a uniform temperature we should never have rain, or hail,
or snow; the water absorbed by it in evaporation from the sea and the earth's surface would descend in
an imperceptible vapour, or cease to be absorbed by the air when it was once fully saturated.

(2) The absorbing power of the atmosphere, and consequently its capability to retain humidity, is
proportionately greater and warmer than in cold air.

(3) The air near the surface of the earth is warmer than it is in the region of the clouds. The higher we ascend
from the earth, the colder do we find the atmosphere. Hence the perpetual snow on very high mountains
in the hottest climate. Now, when from continued evaporation the air is highly saturated with vapour,
though it be invisible and the sky cloudless,-if its temperature be suddenly reduced by cold currents
descending from above, or rushing from a higher to a lower latitude, its capacity to retain moisture is
diminished, clouds are formed, and the result is rain. Air condenses as it cools, and, like a sponge filled
with water and compressed, pours out the water which it cannot hold. How singular, yet how simple, the
philosophy of rain. Who but Omniscience could have devised such an admirable arrangement for watering
the earth?" Solomon could not have known how the earth was watered, but he knew enough to awaken
his admiration of Providential love and skill.

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/phc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015. 
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Clarke comments: [God] determined in His wisdom how to break up the fountains of the great deep,
so as to bring a flood of waters upon the earth; and by His knowledge those fissures in the earth
through which springs of water arise have been appointed and determined; and it is by His skill and
influence that vapours are exhaled, suspended in the atmosphere, and afterwards precipitated on the
earth in rain, dews, etc. Thus the wisest of men attributes those effects which we suppose to spring
from natural causes to the Supreme Being himself.  124

The alternative to this is, it just happened—there was a great explosion, and from this came great order and law;
and from that, life emerged, which became successively complex. 

It has taken us 6000 years to begin to understand just how important the balance between all things is; and God
developed all of these things and put them into balance.  Here are a couple of amazing things from the beginning
of the Bible: 

From George DeHoff’s Why We Believe in the Bible (accessed December 2, 2014): Herbert Spencer
(1820-1903) first announced that there are only five "manifestations of the unknowable" in existence--
time, force, action, space and matter and that all else is based on these fundamentals.  Interestingly
enough, Gen. 1:1 reads: In the beginning [time], God [force] created [action] the heavens [space] and
the earth [matter]. 

From DeHoff: Scientists now teach that there are three great kingdoms mineral, vegetable and animal.
This scientific division is a comparatively recent innovation. Neither the cuneiform records of Babylon
and Assyria nor the hieroglyphics of Egypt reveal that the ancients knew of such a division. It is
thought that Linnaeus was the first to recognize these three kingdoms and he made his announcement
in A.D. 1735.  In Gen. 1, the first 10 verses are about the mineral material kingdom, the next nine
verses are about the vegetation, and the remainder of the chapter is devoted to the animal kingdom
(which includes man). 

One of the things which I find amazing is, God spend an entire day making the atmosphere for the earth in the
6 days of restoration.  This is something which is found in Gen. 1, written thousands of years before man knew
that he lived in an atmosphere; and thousands of years before man has begun to actually appreciate the
importance of the atmosphere. 

These facts and many more are found in Lucky Guesses in Genesis (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

J. Vernon McGee: You and I live in a universe that is tremendously orderly. There are a number of
folk who work in the space program who are believers. Many of them listen to our program and
support it, and we rejoice in that. It is strange to me that everyone who studies the laws of nature and
probes into the secrets of the universe is not brought to the realization that we live in a universe that
couldn't have just happened. If it did just happen, how and when did it happen? Where is the chicken
that hatched out the egg? This universe is so orderly that man can take a rocket, put men in it, send
it out through space to the moon, land on the moon and come back. Man thinks he is so smart. But
what he has done is to discover the laws of God that keep the entire universe running like a computer.
My friend, if this universe just happened by chance, it would not operate so precisely. The reason the
space program folk can work that little computer and send the rocket to the right place at the right time
is because God has established very precise laws. God by wisdom made them.  I do not mean to be
irreverent when I say that our God is no dummy. We need to recognize the intelligence of God. I
believe He would appreciate it if we showed more intelligence, more knowledge of Him and His ways.
This we can do in His school, the Word of God. That is the only place.  125

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:20. 124
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Joe Guglielmo: Look at the foolish things that we have been told. Like the universe and all life just
happened! Life emerged from some primordial goo and by sheer luck, here we are today! Life is so
complex, even what we call simple life forms, and to have them come together with all the right parts
in all the right places, that is a fairy tale and not science. Look at the human body, what evolved first,
lungs, blood, blood vessels, the heart, the brain, white blood cells, clotting factors, bone and I can go
on but the point is simple. If they were not all formed at the same time then none of them could
function, there would be no point in them functioning.  126

Dr. Werner Gitt: Without a doubt, the most complex information-processing system in existence is the
human body. If we take all human information processes together, i.e. conscious ones (language,
information-controlled, deliberate voluntary movements) and unconscious ones (information-controlled
functions of the organs, hormone system), this involves the processing of 10  bits daily. This24

astronomically high figure is higher by a factor of 1,000,000 [i.e., is a million times greater] than the
total human knowledge of 10  bits stored in all the world's libraries.  18 127

Let’s take this concept of the complexity of the human body, and relate this to creationism. 

Irreducible Complexity, by Gary Hill

What is irreducible complexity and what does it prove? It makes sense to me that there are systems that are
so complex that they either have the parts to form the complex systems from the start or they do not exist at
all. Take for example a hummingbird. So, with this in mind, let us take a look at this interesting subject.

Professor Michael Behe of Lehigh University coined the term in his seminal work Darwin's Black Box, 1996. He
popularized the concept by presenting the common mousetrap as an example of irreducible complexity. A
typical mousetrap is made up of five integral parts: a catch, a spring, a hammer, a holding bar and a foundation.
According to Behe, if any of these parts are removed without a comparable replacement (or at least a significant
restructuring of the remaining parts), the entire system will fail to function.

Irreducible complexity is a term used to describe a characteristic of certain complex systems whereby they need
all of their individual component parts in place in order to function. In other words, it is impossible to reduce the
complexity of (or to simplify) an irreducibly complex system by removing any of its component parts and still
maintain its functionality. . . .

If one wants to see irreducible complexity at work simply look in the mirror. Complex organs down to the cellular
level could not have been formed by numerous, successive, and slight modifications called randomness. Just
as the Anthropic Principle, irreducible complexity shows clear signs of intentional design. And no "publish or
perish" academic can conclusively argue his way around this.

Let us take a closer look at protons. Protons are the positively charged subatomic particles which (along with
neutrons) form the nucleus of an atom (around which negatively charged electrons orbit). Whether by
providence or fortuitous luck (depending on your perspective), protons just happen to be 1,836 times larger than
electrons.

If they were a little bigger or a little smaller, we would not exist (because atoms could not form the molecules
we require). So how did protons end up being 1,836 times larger than electrons? Why not 100 times larger or
100,000 times? Why not smaller? Of all the possible variables, how did protons end up being just the right size?
Was it luck or contrivance?

 From 126 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
2015. 

 From 127 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
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Irreducible Complexity, by Gary Hill

Or how is it that protons carry a positive electrical charge equal to that of the negatively charged electrons? If
protons did not balance electrons and vice versa, we would not exist. They are not comparable in size, yet they
are perfectly balanced. Did nature just stumble upon such a propitious relationship, or did God ordain it for our
sakes?

The evidence demands a verdict. And that verdict to my mind is "the LORD God of the Heavenly Armies - the
LORD is his name" (Hosea 12:5). I've only cited a few examples for your review, but rest assured there over
a thousand factors which must be just right in order for life to exist on Earth.

I took this from Joe Guglielmo’s exegesis of Prov. 2–3; accessed February 7, 2015.  He cites Irreducible Complexity,
Northern Main Christianity, January 31, 2013, By: Gary Hill. 

Garner Ted Armstrong and Paul W. Kroll of the Worldwide Church of God  produced several outstanding128

booklets on this particular topic: 
A Theory for the Birds (PDF)
A Whale of a Tale (PDF)
Some Fishy Stories (PDF)
The Archer Fish Disproves Evolution (PDF)
The Fable of the First Fatal Flight (PDF) 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

True science is never at odds with Scripture, or vice versa.  The Big Bang Theory (the scientific theory, not the
television show) was first postulated by a Belgium priest/astronomer.  John N. Clayton writes: "We have tried
over and over again to point out to readers that the big bang theory is not at odds with the Bible nor with the
concept of God as Creator." 

It is fascinating that, as we make more and more advances in science, and gain greater understanding of the
complexity and interdependency of everything around us, that scientists appear to be moving further and further
away from the clear truth of a Creator/Designer for these systems, taking with them millions of people who see
scientists as the modern-day prophets or shamans. 

Joe Guglielmo: Once you move away from God creating the heavens and the earth, you then have
to develop a humanistic view of life and how you live out your life will be based on what you feel and
not what God has said. Now some may disagree, but if you can't believe Genesis 1:1 then why do you
believe anything else in the Bible?  And if you don't believe that God created the heavens and the
earth in six days then you are not wise, you are leaning upon your own understanding! You want to
experience life, then look to our Creator who has given to us life!  129

The believer in Jesus Christ should never fear science or think that somehow his faith puts him at odds with
scientific laws.  This does not mean that there are not atheists within the scientific community who attempt to
shake our faith with false theories (like evolution). 

——————————
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Discourse 7a: Wisdom and Your Peace of Mind

 Yes, I know that they were a cult once; however, these booklets are still good. 128

 From 129 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
2015. 
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Dr.  Robert Dean: Doomsday scenarios can strike terror in hearts in the middle of the night.  Stock
market crashes.  Attacks on our country.  Personal problems.  Proverbs teaches us that when we
focus on the Word of God we can sleep without fear.  Just as God used His infinite wisdom to create
the world, He offers wisdom to those who make learning and applying His Word a priority.  He
promises protection and the security that our steps are ordered by Him.  130

Murai has a great organizational mind. 

Hajime Murai’s Organization of Proverbs 3:21–35

A  (3:21-24) 3:22 So will they be life to your soul, and an adornment for your neck. (3:22)
B  (3:25-26) 3:26 For the LORD will be your confidence, and will keep your foot from the

snare. (3:26)
C  (3:27-28) 3:27 Refuse no one the good (3:27)
C' (3:29-30) 3:29 Plot no evil against your neighbor (3:29)

B' (3:31-32) 3:32 To the LORD the perverse man is an abomination, but with the upright
is his friendship. (3:32)

A' (3:33-35) 3:35 Honor is the possession of wise men (3:35)

From http://www.valdes.titech.ac.jp/~h_murai/bible/20_Proverbs_pericope_e.html accessed January 23, 2015.  
Peter Pett sets up a similar Chiasmos at http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 (accessed
February 5, 2015). 
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I have set this up, instead, into a 3-part section:  this is the final section of Prov. 3. 

Dividing Up Proverbs 3:21–35

vv. 21–26 vv. 27–30 vv. 31–35

My son, do not allow God’s wisdom and
knowledge to depart from you; 
guard this wisdom and discretion, 
so that they will become life 
and refreshment to your soul, 
as well as grace and blessing to all your
decisions. 
Then you will walk securely and confidently
without stumbling. 
You will not experience fear when you sleep; 
in fact, your rest will be pleasant to you when
you lie down. 
Do not be afraid when sudden terrors emerge 
or when the destruction of the wicked comes, 
for Jehovah is your confidence and your hope, 
and He will keep you from being drawn into the
trap. 

During a disaster, you will
not withhold good things or
aid from His people when it
is in your power to help
them. 
Do not tell a neighbor,
“Leave me, and return here
tomorrow, 
and then I will give you what
you need;” 
when you have what is
needed with you. 
Do not devise evil against
your neighbor or against the
one dwelling securely near 
you. 
You will not file a frivolous
lawsuit against a man who
has done you no wrong. 

Do not be envious of violent
men and do not follow any of
their path, for perverse men
are an abomination of
Jehovah, 
Who enjoys fellowship only
with men of integrity. 
Jehovah’s curse is on the
house of the wicked, 
but He gives great blessing to
the dwelling place of righteous
men. 
Surely, God scorns the
arrogant 
and gives grace to the
humble. Those who are wise
will inherit honor and
recognition, 
but fools exalt and celebrate
shame and disgrace. 

 From 130 deanbible.org accessed February 1, 2015. 
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Dividing Up Proverbs 3:21–35

vv. 21–26 vv. 27–30 vv. 31–35

Wisdom is a necessity in life.  God’s Word
provides an extended life and refreshment to
your soul.  You will enjoy sound sleep, no
matter what the circumstances. 

During a disaster (or, at any
other time) you do not refuse
help to those who need it. 
Furthermore, you do not
devise evil against your
neighbor. 

God blesses the man who
follows Him; and He scorns
those who are arrogant. 

Some gather up all of the negative commands into one place (that would be vv. 25–31.  Copeland will sum
those up as six negatives. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

My son, they will not depart from your [two]
eyes; keep sound wisdom and discretion,
and they will be lives to your soul and grace
to your necks. 

Proverbs
3:21–22

My son, do not let them [God’s wisdom and
understanding] depart from your sight; guard
sound wisdom and discretion, and they will
become life [and refreshment] to your soul and
a blessing to your volition [lit., neck]. 

My son, do not allow God’s wisdom and knowledge to depart from you; guard this wisdom and discretion,
so that they will become life and refreshment to your soul, as well as grace and blessing to all your
decisions. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) My son, they will not depart from your [two] eyes; keep sound wisdom and
discretion, and they will be lives to your soul and grace to your necks. 

Latin Vulgate My son, let not these things depart from your eyes: keep the law and counsel:  And
there will be life to your soul, and grace to your mouth. 

Peshitta (Syriac) My son, let not my commandments depart from your eyes; keep my doctrine, and
my counsels; So shall they be life to your soul and grace to your neck. 

Septuagint (Greek) My son, let them not pass from you, but keep my counsel and understanding: that
your soul may live, and that there may be grace around your neck; (3:22A) and it
shall be health to your flesh, and safety to your bones:... 

Significant differences: The Latin and Syriac both try to define what should not be allowed to pass from
before Solomon’s eyes.  The Syriac and Greek both add possessive pronouns
which are not found in the Hebrew. 

The Latin has mouth instead of neck.  There is an additional sentence in the Greek. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English My son, keep good sense, and do not let wise purpose go from your eyes.  
So they will be life for your soul, and grace for your neck. 

Easy English My son, hold firmly to wisdom and right decisions. 
Do not let them escape from you! 
These things will bring you a long and beautiful life. 
They are like a precious stone on a chain about your neck. 
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Easy-to-Read Version My son, don’t ever let wisdom out of your sight! Guard your ability to think and plan
wisely. 
Wisdom and understanding will give you life and make it more beautiful. 

Good News Bible (TEV) My child, hold on to your wisdom and insight. Never let them get away from you.  
They will provide you with life---a pleasant and happy life. 

The Message Dear friend, guard Clear Thinking and Common Sense with your life; don't for a
minute lose sight of them.  They'll keep your soul alive and well, they'll keep you fit
and attractive. 

Names of God Bible My son, 
do not lose sight of these things. 
Use priceless wisdom and foresight. 

Then they will mean life for you, 
and they will grace your neck. 

NIRV My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight. 
Hold on to good sense and the understanding of what is right. 

They will be life for you. 
They will be like a gracious necklace around your neck. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Integrity of wisdom 
My son, don't let them slip from your eyes; 

hold on to sound judgment and discretion. 
They will be life for your whole being, 

and an ornament for your neck. 
Contemporary English V. My child, use common sense and sound judgment! Always keep them in mind. 

They will help you to live a long and beautiful life. 
The Living Bible Have two goals: wisdom-that is, knowing and doing right-and common sense. Don't

let them slip away, for they fill you with living energy and bring you honor and
respect.  [Proverbs 3:22 bring you honor and respect, literally, "be an ornament to
your neck."]

New Century Version My child, hold on to wisdom and good sense. 
Don't let them out of your sight. 

They will give you life 
and beauty like a necklace around your neck. 

New Life Version My son, do not allow them to leave your eyes. Keep perfect wisdom and careful
thinking.  And they will be life to your soul and a chain of beauty to your neck. 

New Living Translation My child, don't lose sight of common sense and discernment. 
Hang on to them, 

for they will refresh your soul. 
They are like jewels on a necklace. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Son, don't let my council slip by. pay attention and learn to gain insight, so the man
that you are will continue to live, and [God's] favor will be tied 'round your neck. For
to your flesh, this brings healing, and comfort to all of your bones; peace will follow
in all of your ways, and your feet will never be stumbled.  V. 23 is included for
context. 

Beck’s American Translation My son, don’t lose sight of these things, 
use common sense, and plan carefully.  
They will mean life for you 
and be an ornament on your neck. 

International Standard V Benefits of Wisdom 
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My son, do not let wisdom [The Heb. lacks wisdom] leave your sight. 
Carefully observe sound judgment and discernment, 

they will be life to you 
and a graceful ornament [Lit. grace] for your neck. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible My son, never lose sight of what I am telling thee; cling to the wholesome dictates
of prudence, that will quicken life within thee, sparkle like jewels on thy breast. 

Translation for Translators My son, always keep doing things that are right and things that are smart. 
If you do that, 
you will live many years and be honored and respected {people will honor and
respect you}. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear My son, never wander with your eyes: Guard intelligence and planning. 
They are life to your soul, and grace to your neckline. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible “Son ! let them not slip from your eyes, Seek Enterprise joined with Good-sense,
For they are the life of your soul, And they will add grace to your neck. 

HCSB Maintain your competence and discretion. My son, don't lose sight of them.  They
will be life for you and adornment for your neck. 

Lexham English Bible My child, may they not escape from your {sight}; may you keep sound wisdom and
prudence.  They shall be life for your soul and adornment for your neck. 

NIV – UK My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, 
preserve sound judgment and discretion; 

they will be life for you, 
an ornament to grace your neck. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) My son, hold on to sound judgment and discretion and do not let them out of your
sight. 
They will give life to your inner self, and adorn your neck. 

The Heritage Bible My son, do not let them depart from your eyes; guard counsel and planning, And
they shall be life to your soul and grace to your neck. 

New American Bible (2002) My son, let not these slip out of your sight: keep advice and counsel in view; 
So will they be life to your soul, and an adornment for your neck. 

New American Bible (2011) JUSTICE TOWARD ONE'S NEIGHBOR BRINGS BLESSING 
[3:21-35] As in other instructions, the father in vv. 21-26 urges the son to seek
wisdom, which in this case means practicing the virtues of "deliberation and
planning," a specification of wisdom. Practicing these virtues brings protection from
violence (vv. 22-26) and friendship with God (vv. 32-35). The language is like Ps 91.
My son, do not let these slip from your sight: 
hold to deliberation and planning; 
So will they be life to your soul, [Your soul: Heb. nephesh means "throat,
esophagus; life; soul." The meanings are connected. The throat area is the moist,
breathing center of the body, which stands for life and for self. The figure of speech
is called metonymy, in which one word is substituted for another on the basis of a
causal relation, e.g., eye for sight, arm for power, or, as here, "throat area" for life.
Proverbs sometimes plays on this concrete meaning of life (e.g., 21:23).] 
and an adornment for your neck. 

New Jerusalem Bible My child, hold to sound advice and prudence, never let them out of sight; 
they will give life to your soul and beauty to your neck. 

Revised English Bible My son, safeguard sound judgement and discretion; do not let them out of your
sight. 
They will be a charm hung about your neck, an ornament to grace your throat. 
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Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible My son, don't let these slip from your sight; preserve common sense and discretion; 
they will be life for your being and grace for your neck. 

exeGeses companion Bible My son, pervert them not from your eyes;  
guard substance and intrigue  
- life to your soul and charism to your throat. 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) My son, do not lose sight of them; 
Hold on to resourcefulness and foresight. 
They will give life to your spirit 
And grace to your throat. 

Judaica Press Complete T. My son, let them not depart from your eyes; guard sound wisdom and thought, 
and they shall be life for your soul, and grace for your neck. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Beni (my son), let not them depart from thine eyes; keep sound judgment and
mezimah (discretion); So shall they be chayyim unto thy nefesh, and chen to thy
neck. 

Restored Names Version My son, do not let them depart from your eyes. Keep sound knowledge and
discretion and they will be life to your soul and grace to your neck.. 

The Scriptures 1998 My son, let them not depart from your eyes; Watch over sound wisdom and
discretion; Then they become life to your being And an adorning to your neck. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible My son, let them not escape from your sight, but keep sound and godly Wisdom
and discretion, And they will be life to your inner self, and a gracious ornament to
your neck (your outer self). 

The Expanded Bible My ·child [ son], ·hold on to [protect] ·wisdom [resourcefulness] and ·good senseL

[discretion]. 
Don't let them ·out of your sight [ slip from your eyes]. L

They will give you life 
and ·beauty like a necklace [ an ornament] around your neck.L  

Kretzmann’s Commentary My son, let not them depart from thine eyes, namely, these words of instruction, lest
they escape in a moment when vigilance is relaxed; keep sound wisdom and
discretion, or "thoughtfulness and circumspection," prudence properly applied in all
affairs of life; so shall they be life unto thy soul and grace, or charm, to thy neck, like
an ornament, a fine bit of jewelry. 

NET Bible® My child, do not let them escape from your sight; 
safeguard sound wisdom and discretion [Or: "purpose," "power of devising."]. 
So [Heb "and." The vav probably denotes purpose/result.] they will give [Heb "they
will be."] life to you, 
and grace to adorn [The phrase "to adorn" does not appear in the Hebrew text, but
is supplied in the translation for the sake of clarity and smoothness.] your neck [Heb
"grace for your neck." See note on 1:9.].  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 21-35: Impact of Bible Doctrine} 
{Verses 21-22: Importance of Application of Doctrine  - David to Solomon} 
My son let not them {principals of bible doctrine} depart from your eyes.  {Note: The
'eyes' have to do with perception and application of doctrine.} 
Keep sound wisdom {tuwshiyah} and discretion/'common sense
wisdom'/concentration. {m@zimmah - means focusing your thinking on 'something
of value'} 
So shall they {principals of doctrine} be life unto your soul {nephesh}.  {Note: The
real life of your soul is bible doctrine - it is more important than the air you breathe} 
And grace/favor {chen} around your neck.  {like jewelry - it hangs around you like
a beautiful necklace - grace attracts}  {Note: If you know doctrine, then you know
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that doctrine is your life. The only way to know God and His Character and His
Essence and His Mind, His attitude, His concept, His plan, is by studying doctrine.
Without doctrine 'love' is superficial. To really love someone, you need to know the
real person first - their thinking. So if you have doctrine, God and His Word is your
life - all other things are the 'details of your life'.}. 

The Voice My son, never lose sight of God's wisdom and knowledge: 
make decisions out of true wisdom, guard your good sense, 

And they will be life to your soul 
and fine jewelry around your neck. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version My son, let them not steal away from your eyes: Preserve sagacity and foresight, 
So that they become life to your soul And grace to your throat. 

Context Group Version My son, don't let them depart from your eyes; Keep sound wisdom and discretion: 
So they shall be life to your life { soul }, And favor to your neck. 

English Standard V. – UK My son, do not lose sight of these- 
keep sound wisdom and discretion, 

and they will be life for your soul 
and adornment for your neck. 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) My son, let not these things depart from your eyes, but keep my law and my
counsel: So it be life unto your soul, and grace unto your mouth. 

NASB My son, let them not vanish [Lit depart] from your sight; 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion, 
So they will be life to your soul 
And adornment to your neck. 

Webster’s Bible Translation My son, let not them depart from thy eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion: 
So shall they be life to thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 

Stuart Wolf’s Lit. Trans. My son, let them not depart from your eyes, guard practical/sound wisdom and
discretion. 

Young’s Updated LT My son! let them not turn from your eyes, Keep you wisdom and thoughtfulness, 
And they are life to your soul, and grace to your neck. 

The gist of this verse: Keep wisdom and understanding in the forefront of your mind; they will give your
soul life and your volition will act in grace. 

Proverbs 3:21a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

bên (áÌÅï) [pronounced
bane]

son, descendant
masculine singular noun

with the 1  personst

singular suffix

Strong’s #1121 
BDB #119

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

lûwz (ìåÌæ) [pronounced
looze]

to turn away (aside); to depart;
to go back

3  person masculinerd

plural, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #3868 

BDB #531
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Proverbs 3:21a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

The NET Bible: The object of the verb "escape" is either (1) wisdom, knowledge, and understanding in vv. 13-20
or (2) "wisdom and discretion" in the second colon of this verse. Several English versions transpose the terms
"wisdom and discretion" from the second colon into the first colon for the sake of clarity and smoothness (e.g.,
RSV, NRSV, NIV, TEV, CEV).  NIV takes the subject from the second colon and reverses the clauses to clarify
that.  131

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

ò.Aîynêy (é ðé ) [pronounced
ìee-NAY]

eyes, two eyes, literal eye(s),
spiritual eyes; face, appearance,

form; surface

feminine dual noun with
the 2  person masculinend

singular suffix

Strong’s #5869 
(and #5871) 

BDB #744

Literally, this is from your [two] eyes, from your eyes.  It may be understood to mean from your sight, from your
eyes (indicating that it is unknown to the hearer). 

Translation: My son, do not let them [God’s wisdom and understanding] depart from your sight;...  That which
Solomon is not to allow to depart from his sight is the wisdom, understanding and knowledge of God—the things
which God employed in order to make the world (vv. 19–20).  Solomon is to always keep these things in view,
meaning that he is always to think about these things; he is always to be focused on how God thinks. 

Not letting wisdom, understanding and knowledge of God depart, means that these things must always be kept
in Solomon’s thinking, no matter what the circumstances. 

Proverbs 3:21b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

nâtsar (ðÈöÇø) [pronounced
naw-TSAR]

keep, guard, watch over, protect
2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative
Strong’s #5341 

BDB #665

tûwshîyâh (úÌåÌùÄéÈä)
[pronounced too-shee-

YAW]

a lifting up; aid; counsel;
wisdom, sound or efficient
wisdom, the application of

wisdom to experience; abiding
success [= the effect or result of

applying sound wisdom]

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #8454 

BDB #444

The NET Bible: The noun úÌåÌùÄéÌÈä (tushiyyah) has a two-fold range of meanings: (1) “sound wisdom” (so KJV,
NRSV); “effective counsel” and (2) result (metonymy of effect): “abiding success” (BDB 444 s.v.; W. L. Holladay,
Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon, 388; cf. NIV “victory”). It refers to competent wisdom and its resultant
ability to achieve moral success (W. McKane, Proverbs [OTL], 80).  132

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

 From 131 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

 From 132 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro2.htm (footnote) accessed November 20, 2014. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro2.htm
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Proverbs 3:21b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

m zimmâh (îÀæÄîÌÈä)e

[pronounced m zim-e

MAW]

[evil] counsel; prudence;
craftiness, malice; devising
snares; purpose, discretion,

device

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #4209 

BDB #273

Translation: ...guard sound wisdom and discretion,...  Guarding sound wisdom and discretion means that
Solomon needed to learn these things, and to learn them again, and to reenforce this sort of thinking in his mind. 
We guard that which becomes a part of our soul by continually refreshing our souls with this information. 

Proverbs 3:22a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

hâyâh (äÈéÈä) [pronounced
haw-YAW]

to be, is, was, are; to become, to
come into being; to come to

pass

3  person masculinerd

plural, Qal imperfect
Strong's #1961 

BDB #224

chayyîym (çÇéÌÄéí)
[pronounced khay-

YEEM]

life, lives, living, being alive,
having life, immortality, a long

life, sustenance, sustaining life;
refreshment; being vigorous;

prosperity, welfare, happiness,
living prosperously

masculine plural
substantive

Strong's #2416 
BDB #313

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

nephesh (ðÆôÆù)
[pronounced NEH-fesh]

soul, life, living being; breath;
mind; desire, volition; will

feminine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #5315 
BDB #659

The NET Bible: Heb “your soul.” The noun ðÇôÀùÆêÈ (nafshekha, “your soul”) is a synecdoche of part (= inner soul)
for the whole person (= you); see BDB 600 s.v. 4.a.2..  133

Translation: ...and they will become life [and refreshment] to your soul...  God’s thinking, God’s viewpoint, will
become Solomon’s life; they will be his soul’s refreshment.  God’s thinking will give him prosperity and happiness. 

After working a few hours in the sun, there is nothing more refreshing than drinking a glass of cold water; and
God’s thinking is this to your soul.  We live in a wasteland; we live in a world of human viewpoint and cosmic
thinking.  The world is filled with Satan’s cosmic plan; and what we hear for most of our waking hours are aspects
of Satan’s cosmic plan.  There is nothing more refreshing than to hear the Word of God taught accurately.  This
is what allows us to think beyond Satan’s evil approach to life. 

 From 133 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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As of late, we have seen Satan’s thinking graphically on display.  The actions of ISIS—the beheading and burning
alive of various individuals—this is what Satan is all about.  When he gets a foothold in a particular geographical
area, Satan goes out of control. 

Proverbs 3:22b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

chên (çÅï) [pronounced
khayn]

grace, favor, blessing masculine singular noun
Strong’s #2580 

BDB #336

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

gar gerôwth (âÇøÀâÆøåÉú)e

[pronounced gahr-gehr-
OHTH]

neck; neck ornament; throat

feminine plural noun
despite its use in the

singular sense with the
2  person masculinend

singular suffix

Strong’s #1621 
BDB #176

Translation: ...and a blessing to your volition [lit., neck].  The neck is always connected to volition; or to decision-
making.  This is what the life of a king is all about—he has to make hundreds of decisions, and his decisions are
blessed and favored, when he thinks as God thinks. 

Let’s summarize this passage: 

Summary Points to Proverbs 3:21–22

1. Vv. 21–22 read: My son, do not let them [God’s wisdom and understanding] depart from your sight; guard
sound wisdom and discretion, and they will become life [and refreshment] to your soul and a blessing to
your volition [lit., neck].  

2. The believer is not to let sound wisdom and discretion depart from his sight.  This means that the believer
needs to consistently think divine viewpoint. 

3. There is nothing more important to the believer in life than knowing the Word of God; nothing more
important than having wisdom and being able to apply it.  

4. Specifically here, David is teaching Solomon—who would be king over all Israel.  But this applies to all
believers; particularly those of us living in the Church Age. 

5. God’s wisdom and the application of wisdom is chayyîym (çÇéÌÄéí) [pronounced khay-YEEM] to the soul. 
This word can mean life; refreshment; being vigorous; prosperity, welfare, happiness.  Sound wisdom and
discretion invigorate the soul. 

6. Furthermore, the application of them to life is blessing and happiness to the believer.  

Recall how this chapter began—with a list of encouragements by David and then the expected results of
listening and following his advice. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

——————————
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Then you will walk to safety your way and
your feet, you will not strike [against]. 

Proverbs
3:23

Then you will walk safely [and confidently]
along your way and you will not stumble [lit.,
strike against your feet]. 

Then you will walk securely and confidently without stumbling. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Then you will walk to safety your way and your feet, you will not strike [against]. 
Latin Vulgate Then will you walk confidently in your way, and your foot will not stumble. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Then you shall walk in your way with hope and your foot shall not stumble. 
Septuagint (Greek) ...that you may go confidently in peace in all your ways, and that your foot may not

stumble. 

Significant differences: Confidently is one correct way to translate the word I translated safely.  The Syriac
leaves this word out. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Then you will go safely on your way, and your feet will have no cause for slipping. 
Easy English If you are wise, then your journey will be safe. 

And your foot will not trip. 
Easy-to-Read Version Then you will live safely and you will not fall. 
Good News Bible (TEV) You can go safely on your way and never even stumble. 
The Message You'll travel safely, you'll neither tire nor trip. 
Names of God Bible Then you will go safely on your way, 

and you will not hurt your foot. 
NIRV Then you will go on your way in safety. 

You will not trip and fall. 
New Simplified Bible You will walk in your way safely. Your foot will not stumble. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. You will walk safely and never stumble;... 
The Living Bible They keep you safe from defeat and disaster and from stumbling off the trail. 
New Century Version Then you will go your way in safety, 

and you will not get hurt. 
New Life Version Then you will be safe as you walk on your way, and your foot will not trip. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Son, don't let my council slip by. pay attention and learn to gain insight, so the man
that you are will continue to live, and [God's] favor will be tied 'round your neck. For
to your flesh, this brings healing, and comfort to all of your bones; peace will follow
in all of your ways, and your feet will never be stumbled. Vv. 21–22 are included for
context. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Securely thou shalt walk, with no fear of stumbling, fearlessly thou shalt lie down to
rest, and enjoy untroubled sleep; let no sudden alarm affright thee, though godless
enemies press thee hard; the Lord will be at thy side, and keep thy feet clear of the
snares they lay for thee.  Vv. 23–26 comprise one complete sentence. 

Translation for Translators If you do what is right and smart, you will be able to walk safely, 
and you will not =stumble/do things that are wrong< [MET]. 
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Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Then you will go your way in safety, with nothing to plague your foot. 
Ferar-Fenton Bible You then can walk forward in safety, And your footsteps will never be caught;... 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

New American Bible (2011) Then you may go your way securely; 
your foot will never stumble;... 

Revised English Bible Then you will go on your way without a care, and your foot will not stumble. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Then you will walk your way securely, without hurting your foot. 
exeGeses companion Bible Then you walk your way confidently  

and stub not your foot:... 
JPS (Tanakh—1985) Then you will go your way safely 

And not injure your feet. 
Orthodox Jewish Bible Then shalt thou walk in thy derech safely, and thy regel shall not stumble. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Then you will walk in your way securely and in confident trust, and you shall not
dash your foot or stumble. 

The Expanded Bible Then you will ·go your way [walk on your path; of life] in safety, C

and ·you will not get hurt [ your foot will not stumble].L  
Kretzmann’s Commentary Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, free from anxiety and care, secure in the

Lord's protection, and thy foot shall not stumble, on account of some obstruction
with which the enemies attempt to bring the godly to fall. 

NET Bible® Then you will walk on your way with security, 
and you will not stumble.  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 23-26: Doctrine Produces Confidence} 
Then you shall Walk in your Way 'with confidence'/securely {betach}.  {Note: The
'Walk' is step by step through life - the confidence comes with knowledge of God's
viewpoint.}  {Note: Confidence is NOT a sin! Many will try to make it seem 'haughty'
when someone shows confidence. They are applying their sins and weaknesses to
the person who they are seeing and envying. Knowledge of doctrine provides
confidence in all areas of their lives.} 
And your foot shall not stumble.  {Note: This has to do with coordination - when you
have confidence you can Walk straight and tall and not stumble.}. 

The Voice Then each one of your steps will land securely on your life's journey, 
and you will not trip or fall. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Then you shall go your way in trust And your foot, it shall not strike harm." 
Green’s Literal Translation My son, do not let them depart from your eyes; keep sound wisdom and judgment,

and they shall be life to your soul, and grace to your neck; then you shall walk in
your way safely, and your foot shall not stumble.  Vv. 21–22 are included for
context. 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) Then shall you walk safely in your way, and your foot shall not stumble. 
World English Bible Then you shall walk in your way securely. Your foot won't stumble. 
Young’s Updated LT Then you go your way confidently, And your foot does not stumble. 
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The gist of this verse: The believer with doctrine with walk with confidence and feel secure; he will not
stumble. 

Proverbs 3:23a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(âz (àÈæ) [pronounced
awz]

then, after that, at that time, in
that case (when following an if or
though), now, as things are; that
being so, therefore, because of

that

adverb
Strong’s #227 

BDB #23

hâlak  (äÈìÇêÀ) [pronouncede

haw-LAHK ]e
to go, to come, to depart, to

walk; to advance
2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect

Strong’s #1980
(and #3212) 

BDB #229

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

b þach (áÌÀèÇç)e

[pronounced BEH-tahkh]
 as an adverb, safely, without

fear, securely, confidently
adverb

Strong’s #983 
BDB #105

derek  (�ãÌÆøÆ)e

[pronounced DEH-rek ]e

way, distance, road, path;
journey, course; direction,

towards; manner, habit, way [of
life]; of moral character

masculine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong's #1870 
BDB #202

The NET Bible: The noun ãÌÇøÀëÌÆêÈ (darkekha, “your way”) functions as an adverbial accusative of location: “on your
way.”  134

Translation: Then you will walk safely [and confidently] along your way...  With doctrine in the soul, Solomon can
be assure to travel along his way safely, without fear, with great confidence.  Such a person recognizes that he
is within the thinking of God; that he is acting in accordance with the thinking of God; therefore, he can be
confident in his daily walk; he can feel safe in all that he does. 

Proverbs 3:23b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

regel (øÆâÆì) [pronounced
REH-gel]

foot; metaphorically step, gait,
pace; turn

feminine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #7272 
BDB #919

The NET Bible: Heb “your foot.” The term øÇâÀìÀêÈ (raglÿkha, “your foot”) functions as a synecdoche of part (= foot)
for the whole person (= you).  135

 From 134 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

 From 135 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:23b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

lô( (ìÉà or ìåÉà)
[pronounced low]

not, no
negates the word or

action that follows; the
absolute negation

Strong’s #3808 
BDB #518

nâgaph (ðÈâÇó)
[pronounced naw-GAHF]

to strike, to strike down, to hit
2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong's #5062  

BDB #619

The NET Bible: The verb ðÈâÇó (ragaf, “to strike; to smite”) sometimes means “to stumble” against a stone (e.g.,
Ps 91:12). Here the object (“stone”) is implied (BDB 619 s.v.). This is a figure (hypocatastasis) comparing
stumbling on a stone in the path to making serious mistakes in life that bring harm.  136

This word does mean to stumble in the Hithpael. 

Translation: ...and you will not stumble [lit., strike against your feet].  I think the idea here is, he would not strike
his foot against something, causing him to stumble.  This is the believer off-balance. 

How does the believer get off-balance?  Either by sin or by thinking evil (the thinking of Satan).  The believer
without doctrine will soon sin, and then he will think evil.  There are believers who spend almost every moment
of their lives out of fellowship and therefore, thinking evil. 

The picture of v. 23 is a person walking along a path, in safety and with confidence.  They are walking with this
mental attitude because they are thinking as God would have them think.  So they do not have to worry that, along
this path, their foot will not accidently hit something, throwing them off balance. 

Now, let’s bring this last 3 verses together: My son, do not let them [God’s wisdom and understanding] depart from
your sight; guard sound wisdom and discretion, and they will become life [and refreshment] to your soul and a
blessing to your volition [lit., neck].  Then you will walk safely [and confidently] along your way and you will not
stumble [lit., strike against your feet].  David is teaching Solomon.  He warns Solomon to always remain focused
on wisdom and understanding; to not allow them to depart from his sight (which means, Solomon should be
thinking as God thinks).  This gives Solomon life and refreshment; and these things are a blessing to the function
of his free will.  As he continues along the path of life, he will do so safely and confidently, without tripping along
the way. 

The phrases the way of God, His way, the way, the path of God, are found primarily in the Old Testament and
in the gospels (as Jesus taught what was in the Old Testament).  These are very common phrases—like the
phrase in Christ—which are never fully explained in theology.  Since God the Holy Spirit believed this to be a
meaningful phrase, we ought to study what it actually means. 

The Abbreviated Doctrine of The Way of God

Vocabulary

1. In the Hebrew, the word way is derek  (ãÌÆøÆêÓ) [pronounced DEH-rek ] which means, way, distance, road,e e

path; journey, course; direction, towards; manner, habit, way [of life]; of moral character.  Strong's #1870 
BDB #202.  We find this word used over 700 times in the Old Testament. 

2. There is a similar word, but not used nearly as often: nâthîyb (ðÈúÄéá) [pronounced naw-THEE V], whichB

means, path, pathway, footpath, a trodden down path.  Strong’s #5410  BDB #677

 From 136 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 
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The Abbreviated Doctrine of The Way of God

The Way of God Can Refer to Salvation

1. When it comes to the way of Y howah, there is the way of salvation, wherein we believe in Jesus Christ;e

and then there is the life of the believer, where he grows in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  You
will note both aspects in the doctrine below.  And Jesus said to him, Go, your faith has healed you. And
instantly he saw again, and he followed Jesus in the way (Mark 10:52). 

2. There is the way of the righteous and the way of the sinners.  Psalm 1:1–6 
3. There is no death in the pathway of righteousness.  Prov. 12:28 
4. The key is our relationship to the Son of God; the key is faith in the Son of God.  Kiss the Son, so that He

is not angry, and you perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled in but a little time. Blessed are all
who put their trust in Him (Psalm 2:12). 

5. Sometimes we find the phrase the way of peace.  This generally refers to peace between man and God,
which is first salvation and then a good temporal walk with Him.  Isa. 59:1–13  Luke 1:79 

Life After Salvation: God’s Will (or Plan)

1. God’s plan for man is called the ancient paths and the good way; and along this way, one finds rest for
one’s soul.  Jer. 6:16  

2. Throughout the Bible, there is a contrast between man’s way and God’s way.  Ezek. 33:9, 11  James 5:20
3. The Law of God was key to way of the Lord.  Psalm 119:1, 27, 33 
4. We learn direction from God by means of Bible doctrine.  Psalm 25:4–5  Make me know Your ways, O

Jehovah; teach me Your paths.  Lead me by means of Your truth, and teach me; for You are the God of
my salvation; on You I wait all the day long. 

5. God provides reproofs in order to guide us to His way.  Prov. 6:23 
6. God will lead us along His way and His paths.  Isa. 42:16 

Life After Salvation: the Way of God and Sound Teaching

1. The key to the way of God is grace and Bible doctrine: All the paths of Jehovah are mercy and truth to
those who keep His covenant and His testimonies (Psalm 25:10).  Cause me to hear Your grace in the
morning, for I do trust in You; cause me to know the way in which I should walk, for I lift up my soul to You
(Psalm 143:8). 

2. Fear/respect for the Lord and Bible doctrine are the keys to learning the way of God.  This is known as
true humility and teachability.  Psalm 25:12 

3. Knowing the way of God comes from knowing Bible doctrine. For out of Zion shall go out the Law, and
the Word of Jehovah from Jerusalem (Isa. 2:3b).  Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the years
of your life shall be many.  I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in the right paths. 
When you go, your steps shall not be narrowed, and when you run, you shall not stumble.  Take fast hold
of instruction; do not let go; keep her; for she is your life.  Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go
not into the way of evil.  Avoid it; do not pass by it; turn from it, and pass on! (Prov. 4:10–18).  See also
Prov. 9:6–7 

Life After Salvation: Spiritual Maturity by Following the Way of God

1. After salvation, the way refers to living the spiritual life: [God is speaking] “For I know Abraham, that he
will command his sons and his house after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do justice and
judgment, that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham that which He has spoken of him.” (Gen. 18:19). 

2. The function of our free will is tied directly to the way of God.  Psalm 119:30 
3. The person who guards and preserves God’s way (which would have been enshrined in the Word of

God), preserves his own soul.  Prov. 16:17 
4. God provides protection for those on His paths.  Prov. 2:8 
5. Part of this protection is understanding Bible doctrine.  Prov. 2:9–12  16:17 



Proverbs 3 164

The Abbreviated Doctrine of The Way of God

6. There is power in the way of Jehovah.  Prov. 10:29 
7. Believers who pursue the way of life will be blessed; believers who do not will suffer the sin unto death;

unbelievers will suffer eternal death.  Prov. 15:24–26  21:16 
8. The path of God’s wisdom is delightful and peaceful.  Prov. 3:17 

The exhaustive doctrine, The Way of God (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

Chapter Outline Charts, Maps and Short Doctrines 

——————————

If you lay down you will not fear and you
have lain down and is sweet your sleep. 

Proverbs
3:24

You will not be afraid when you sleep; in fact,
your rest will be pleasant when you lie down. 

You will not experience fear when you sleep; in fact, your rest will be pleasant to you when you lie down. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) If you lay down you will not fear and you have lain down and is sweet your sleep. 
Latin Vulgate If you sleep, you will not fear: you will rest, and your sleep will be sweet. 
Peshitta (Syriac) When you lie down, you shall not be afraid; yea, you shall lie down and your sleep

shall be sweet. 
Septuagint (Greek) For if you rest, you shall not be afraid; and if you sleep, you shall slumber sweetly. 

Significant differences: None. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English When you take your rest you will have no fear, and on your bed sleep will be sweet
to you. 

Easy-to-Read Version When you lie down, you will not be afraid. When you rest, your sleep will be
peaceful. 

Good News Bible (TEV) You will not be afraid when you go to bed, and you will sleep soundly through the
night. 

The Message You'll take afternoon naps without a worry, you'll enjoy a good night's sleep. 
Names of God Bible When you lie down, you will not be afraid. 

As you lie there, your sleep will be sweet. 
NIRV When you lie down, you won't be afraid. 

When you lie down, you will sleep soundly. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible If you lie down, you won't be terrified. 
When you lie down, your sleep will be pleasant. 

Contemporary English V. You will walk safely and never stumble; you will rest without a worry and sleep
soundly. 

The Living Bible With them on guard you can sleep without fear; you need not be afraid of disaster
or the plots of wicked men, for the Lord is with you; he protects you.  The Living
Bible treats vv. 24–26 as one verse. 

New Living Translation You can go to bed without fear; 

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/wayofgod.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/wayofgod.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/wayofgod.wpd
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you will lie down and sleep soundly. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible When you sit down, it'll be without fear; and when you lie down, your sleep will bring
rest. 

International Standard V When you siti down, you will not be afraid; 
when you lie down, your sleep will be pleasant [Or sweet]. 

Translation for Translators You will be able to lie down at night and not be afraid of anything, 
and you will sleep peacefully. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear When you lay, you will never terrify, you will lay and cherish your sleep. 
Ferar-Fenton Bible If sleeping, you will not feel terror. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) You will have no fear when you lie down and your sleep will be peaceful. 
New American Bible (2011) When you lie down, you will not be afraid, 

when you rest, your sleep will be sweet. 
Revised English Bible When you sit, you need have no fear; when you lie down, your sleep will be

pleasant. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be
sweet. 

exeGeses companion Bible ...you lie down; you dread not:  
yes, you lie down and your sleep pleases. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid; when thou liest down, thy sheynah
(sleep) shall be sweet. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

Kretzmann’s Commentary When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid, be filled with anxious trembling; yea,
thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet, untroubled by any notion of
impending danger, like that of a child. 

NET Bible® When you lie down you will not be filled with fear; 
when you lie down your sleep will be pleasant.  

Syndein/Thieme When you lie down, you shall not be afraid.  {Note: Only can be if you have doctrine
in your soul and leave it up to the Lord to protect you - Faith Rest Technique}  
Yes, you shall lie down, and your sleep shall be sweet.  {Note: When David was
fleeing his son Absalom who revolted against him, David lost everything (Psalm 4:8)
yet he could lay down and sleep as they marched away from the city. When you
have doctrine, no matter how great the disaster, you will be able to lie down and
sleep peacefully.}. 

The Voice Your mind will be clear, free from fear; 
when you lie down to rest, you will be refreshed by sweet sleep. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Whenever you lie down you should not be afraid; Now you have lain down, and your
sleep has been congenial." 
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Context Group Version When you lie down, you shall not be afraid: Yes, you shall lie down, and your sleep
shall be sweet. 

English Standard Version If you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 
Green’s Literal Translation When you lie down, you shall not dread; yea, you shall lie down and your sleep shall

be sweet. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) If you sleep you shall not be afraid, but shall take your rest and sleep sweetly. 
A Voice in the Wilderness When you lie down, you shall not be in dread; yea, you shall lie down and your

sleep shall be sweet. 
Young’s Updated LT If you lie down, you are not afraid, Yea, you have lain down, And sweet has been

your sleep. 

The gist of this verse: When one knows doctrine and trusts in the Lord, sleep is easy and not fitful. 

Proverbs 3:24a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(îm (àÄí) [pronounced
eem]

if, though; lo, behold; oh that, if
only; when, since, though when
(or, if followed by a perfect tense

which refers to a past event)

primarily an hypothetical
particle

Strong's #518 
BDB #49

The particle (îm (àÄí) can be used as a demonstrative (lo, behold), an interrogative (usually expecting a negative
response and often used with other particles and rhetorically), and as a conditional particle (if, though); an
indication of a wish or desire (oh that, if only; this is a rare usage). 

The NET Bible: The particle àÄí (’im, “if”) here functions in its rare temporal sense (“when”) followed by an
imperfect tense (e.g., Num 36:4; BDB 50 s.v. 1.b.4.b).  137

shâkab (ùÈëÇá)
[pronounced shaw-

KAH V]B

to lie down, to lie down [to sleep,
to have sexual relations, to die;

because of sickness or
humiliation], to rest, to sleep; to

relax

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #7901 

BDB #1011

lô( (ìÉà or ìåÉà)
[pronounced low]

not, no
negates the word or

action that follows; the
absolute negation

Strong’s #3808 
BDB #518

pâchad (ôÌÈçÇã)
[pronounced paw-

KHAHD]

 to fear, to be afraid, to dread, to
shake [tremble] with fear

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #6342 

BDB #808

The NET Bible: Heb “terror.” The verb ôÌÈçÇã (pakhad, “terror”) describes emotion that is stronger than mere fear
– it is dread.  138

Translation: You will not be afraid when you sleep;...  In the United States, most of us tend to sleep peacefully;
and have a difficult time relating to those in other countries who sometimes give way to danger when they sleep. 
A shepherd might be out with his sheep; a man might be asleep in his tent—and there is nothing which really
provides him any real protection from an enemy. 

 From 137 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

 From 138 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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As we have seen with David, a bear or a lion may attack his sheep; and perhaps might even attack him directly. 
Yet, with doctrine in the soul, the believer in the Revealed God could sleep soundly, without fear. 

Solomon would be king; and as such, he never knows when someone might plot against him to take his crown. 
Many times, this would be one from his own household.  However, David assures his son that he will sleep without
fear—but the key is doctrine in the soul. 

Gill: when you lie down on your bed at night in order to take sleep, having committed yourself into the
hands of a faithful Creator and covenant God and Father, and of Christ the Redeemer and Wisdom
of God; you will not be afraid of thieves breaking in to hurt your person or rob you of your property,
or of fire to consume your dwelling and substance, and of nocturnal apparitions and diabolical spectres
deceiving your sight and disturbing your mind: or when you are "asleep", for so the word also signifies;
you will not be surprised out of it with any of the above things, or terrified in it with uneasy
imaginations, anxious cares, and distressing dreams.  139

J. Vernon McGee: Man today has certain fears about life. These fears come to all of us. What is the
solution? The Word of God is the answer to all of that. Since we spend most of our time either walking
or lying down, the assurance is given that we will walk safely and our sleep shall be sweet. How
wonderful it is to discover that the truth of God will hold us - it is not that you and I hold the truth, but
the truth will hold us.  140

Proverbs 3:24b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

I would suggest that in fact and as well as are reasonable translations for the wâw conjunction. 

shâkab (ùÈëÇá)
[pronounced shaw-

KAH V]B

to lie down, to lie down [to sleep,
to have sexual relations, to die;

because of sickness or
humiliation], to rest, to sleep; to

relax

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal perfect
Strong’s #7901 

BDB #1011

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

)ârab (òÈøÇá) [pronounced
ìaw-RAH V]B

to mix, to mingle, to intermingle;
to take on a pledge, to give in

pledge, to exchange; to be
sweet, to be pleasing

3  person femininerd

singular, Qal perfect

Strong’s #6148 &
#6149 (& #6147) 
BDB #786–787

The NET Bible: The construction of vav consecutive + perfect tense followed by vav (å) consecutive + perfect
tense depicts a temporal clause. The temporal nuance is also suggested by the parallelism of the preceding
colon.  141

 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:24. 139

 From 140 https://archive.org/stream/20-Proverbs/20-PROVERBS_djvu.txt (Prov. 3) accessed February 6, 2015. 

 From 141 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

https://archive.org/stream/20-Proverbs/20-PROVERBS_djvu.txt
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs 3:24b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

The NET Bible: The verb òÈøÀáÈä (’orvah) is from III òÈøÇá (“to be sweet; to be pleasing; to be pleasant”; BDB 787
s.v. III òÈøÇá). It should not be confused with the other five homonymic roots that are also spelled òÈøÇá (’arav; see
BDB 786-88).  142

sh nath (ùÀðÈú)e

[pronounced sh nahth]e sleep; a state of sleep
feminine singular noun

with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #8153
(= #8142?) 
BDB #446

The spelling above appears to be for Strong’s #8153; spellings for Strong’s #8142: shênâh (ùÅðÈä) [pronounced
shay-NAW] and shênâ( (ùÅðÈà) [pronounced shay-NAW]; and there may be some other forms.  They all appear
to be either the same word; or at the very least, synonyms.  There is some disagreement upon the vowel points
and this appears to be in the construct form, although that does not fit in with the rest of the sentence. 

Translation: ...in fact, your rest will be pleasant when you lie down.  In fact, Solomon’s sleep, when he is taking
in Bible doctrine, will be restful and pleasing. 

No doubt you have awakened from a sleep where you do not feel rested; and you have awakened from a sleep
where you feel very rested.  David tells his son that he will enjoy the latter sleep, if he thinks on God’s Word and
learns the wisdom of God. 

Clarke: believers know that God is their keeper night and day; they have strong confidence in Him that...They
go to rest in perfect confidence that God will watch over them; hence their sleep, being undisturbed with
foreboding and evil dreams, is sweet and refreshing (Prov. 3:24).  They are not apprehensive of any sudden
destruction, because they know that all things are under the control of God; and they are satisfied that if sudden
destruction should fall upon their wicked neighbor, yet God knows well how to preserve them.  143

God Protects the Sleep of the Believer with Doctrine

Scripture Text/Commentary

If you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will
be sweet. (Prov. 3:24; ESV)  

Our passage promises protection
to the believer with Bible doctrine. 

My son, keep your father's commandment, and forsake not your mother's
teaching.  When you walk, they will lead you; when you lie down, they will
watch over you; and when you awake, they will talk with you. (Prov. 6:20,
22; ESV)  

The very fact that a believer has
trusted in the teaching of his
parents will provide him with safety. 

“I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and none shall make
you afraid. And I will remove harmful beasts from the land, and the sword
shall not go through your land.” (Lev 26:6; ESV) 

God promised Israel that He would
watch over them in the land, even
while they slept. 

In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me
dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:8; ESV) 

David prayed for safety in his
sleep. 

 From 142 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 20, 2015. 

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:24 (slightly edited). 143

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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God Protects the Sleep of the Believer with Doctrine

Scripture Text/Commentary

So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God
by the church.  Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very
night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains,
and sentries before the door were guarding the prison.  And behold, an
angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He
struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, "Get up quickly." And the
chains fell off his hands.  And the angel said to him, "Dress yourself and
put on your sandals." And he did so. And he said to him, "Wrap your
cloak around you and follow me." (Act 12:5–8; ESV) 

Peter, even though he had been
arrested, was fast asleep between
the two soldiers—indicating a sleep
of peace.  And angel comes and
releases him. 

These are verses suggested by Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about
1880, with introduction by R. A. Torrey; courtesy of E-sword, Prov. 3:24. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

The Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary provides a good illustration of this is the 9  Earlth

of Argyle, who was to be executed by James II: So effectually had religious faith and hope,
co-operating with natural courage and equanimity, composed his spirits that, on the very day on which
he was to die, he dined with appetite, conversed with gaiety at table, and, after his last meal, lay down,
as he was wont, to take a short slumber, in order that his body and mind might be in full vigour when
he should mount the scaffold. At this time one of the Lords of the Council, who had probably been
bred a Presbyterian, and had been seduced by interest to join in oppressing the Church of which he
had once been a member, came to the castle with a message from his brethren, and demanded
admittance to the Earl. It was answered that the Earl was asleep. The Privy Councillor thought that
this was a subterfuge, and insisted on entering. The door of the cell was softly opened, and there lay
Argyle on the bed, sleeping, in his irons, the placid sleep of infancy. The conscience of the renegade
smote him. He turned away, sick at heart, ran out of the castle, and took refuge in the dwelling of a
lady of his family, who lived hard by. There he flung himself upon a couch, and gave himself up to an
agony of remorse and shame. His kinswoman, alarmed by his looks and groans, thought that he had
been taken with sudden illness, and begged him to drink a cup of sack. "No, no," he said, "that will do
me no good." She prayed him to tell her what had disturbed him. "I have been," he said, "to Argyle's

prison. I have seen him within an hour of eternity
sleeping as sweetly as ever man did. But as for
me--."  144

Joe Guglielmo: In America today we see a
problem with sleeping. In fact, we have
seen prescriptions for sleeping
medications top 56 million in 2008 - a
record; according to the research firm IMS,
up 54% from 2004. That is an incredible
number and there are many reasons
people can't sleep, one of the big ones is
financial issues, money. But I have a better
way to rest, and that is in Jesus, you can
rest in Him and get a good night's sleep

 From 144 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/phc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015.  They cite
Macaulay. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/phc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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because you are trusting in Him!   I should add the fact that the United States is one of the safest places in the145

world to sleep. 

Proverbs 3:24 (a graphic); from The Bottom of a Bottle; and accessed February 9, 2015. 

Vv. 23–24: Then you will walk safely [and confidently] along your way and you will not stumble [lit., strike against
your feet].  You will not be afraid when you sleep; in fact, your rest will be pleasant when you lie down.  Wisdom
(Bible doctrine) is designed for the believer whether walking or laying down—so, it is for the believer virtually all
of the time.  Wisdom and understanding give the believer confidence in their daily walk; and they know with
confidence that they can depend upon God when they are laying down.  They have confidence in God’s
overarching protection. 

——————————

Copeland sums up the remainder of this chapter with 6 negatives. 

Six Negatives for a Wise Life, by Mark A. Copeland

A. DO NOT BE AFRAID...
1. Of sudden terror or trouble from the wicked - Prov. 3:25
2. For the Lord will be your confidence and keep you from harm - Prov. 3:26; cf. 14:26
3. Besides, fear is indicative of weak faith - cf. Mt 8:26

-- Let faith replace fear in your life
B. DO NOT DENY GOOD...

1. Especially when we owe it and have it - Prov. 3:27
2. As Christians we owe everyone love - cf. Ro 13:8
3. We should not deny those we can help - cf. 1 Jn 3:17
4. Remember, to know to do good and not do it is sin - Ja 4:17

-- Do good unto all men as you have opportunity (Ga 6:10)
C. DO NOT DELAY GOOD...

1. When it is in your power to do it today - Prov. 3:28
2. Too often, delay is a cover for selfishness, a secret hope the matter will be forgotten
3. We may not have another opportunity - cf. Prov. 27:1
- - Procrastination in doing good is a great evil

D. DO NOT DEVISE EVIL...
1. Especially against your neighbor, who lives nearby for safety’s sake - Prov. 3:29
2. A neighbor expects you to be neighborly, and rightly so
3. A heart that devises evil is an abomination to the Lord - cf. Prov. 6:16-18

-- Think well of your neighbor, that he and God might think well of you
E. DO NOT STRIVE WITHOUT CAUSE...

1. Especially if he has done no harm - Prov. 3:30
2. Left unchecked, strife can easily escalate - cf. Prov. 17:14; 18:6
3. Strife can easily ruin one’s reputation - cf. Prov. 25:8-10

-- Leave vengeance to God, and seek to overcome evil with good (Ro 12:18-21)
F. DO NOT ENVY OPPRESSORS...

1. Do not envy an oppressor (lit., a man of violence) , nor choose his ways - Prov. 3:31
a. As seen earlier, the oppressor is eventually caught in his own snare - cf. Prov. 1:15-18
b. The Lord is the avenger of those who oppress the poor - cf. Prov. 22:22-23

2. The Lord will bless the upright and just, the humble and wise - Prov. 3:32-35
a. But He will curse wicked and perverse - cf. Prov. 21:12
b. He will scorn the scornful, and shame will be the legacy of fools

 From 145 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
2015. 

https://thebottomofabottle.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/proverbs-3-24.jpg
http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read
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Six Negatives for a Wise Life, by Mark A. Copeland

-- Don’t be jealous of the prosperity of the wicked, they will never be as rich as the righteous!

From http://executableoutlines.com/pdf/pr2_so.pdf accessed February 8, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

From v. 25 through v. 32, most verses will begin with a negative and a 2  person masculine singular, imperfectnd

verb.  The exception to this with be the explanatory conjunction kîy which begins vv. 26 and 32.  In v. 26, it will
begin for Y howah; and v. 32 will begin with for an abomination of Y howah.  Quite frankly, I have not yet put alle e

this together grammatically, but I make this notation so that, just in case I am unable to present this grammatically
that someone else might be able to take this pattern and work with it. 

The Ten Commandments are primarily set up as negatives followed by 2  person masculine singular, imperfectnd

verbs (but they use a different negative). 

You will not fear from a fear sudden and
from destruction of malevolent ones when
she comes; for Y howah will be in youre

confidence and He has kept your foot from a
capture. 

Proverbs
3:25–26

Do not be afraid of a sudden terror or from the
destruction of the wicked when it comes, for
Y howah is your confidence [and hope] and Hee

will keep your foot from being snagged. 

Do not be afraid when sudden terrors emerge or when the destruction of the wicked comes, for Jehovah
is your confidence and your hope, and He will keep you from being drawn into the trap. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) You will not fear from a fear sudden and from destruction of malevolent ones when
she comes; for Y howah will be in your confidence and He has kept your foot frome

a capture. 
Latin Vulgate Be not afraid of sudden fear, nor of the power of the wicked falling upon you.  For

the Lord will be at your side, and will keep your foot that you be not taken. 
Peshitta (Syriac) You shall not fear sudden tumult, neither the violence of the wicked, when it comes. 

For the LORD shall be with you and shall keep your foot that you may not be caught
in the snare. 

Septuagint (Greek) And you shall not be afraid of alarm coming upon you, neither of approaching
attacks of ungodly men. For the Lord shall be over all your ways, and He shall
establish your foot, that you not be moved. 

Significant differences: In the third phrase, Y howah is in your confidence; it reads slightly differently in thee

Latin, Syriac and Greek.  In the final phrase, the foot is being kept out of a trap or
from being captured; in the Greek, the foot is established so that you are not
moved. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Have no fear of sudden danger, or of the storm which will come on evil-doers:  For
the Lord will be your hope, and will keep your foot from being taken in the net. 

Easy English Do not fear sudden dangers! 
An evil man will lose everything. 
But God will protect you. 

http://executableoutlines.com/pdf/pr2_so.pdf
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He will save you from dangers. 
Good News Bible (TEV) You will not have to worry about sudden disasters, such as come on the wicked like

a storm.  
The LORD will keep you safe. He will not let you fall into a trap. 

The Message No need to panic over alarms or surprises, or predictions that doomsday's just
around the corner,  Because GOD will be right there with you; he'll keep you safe
and sound. 

Names of God Bible Do not be afraid of sudden terror 
or of the destruction of wicked people when it comes. 

Yahweh will be your confidence. 
He will keep your foot from getting caught. 

NIRV Don't be terrified by sudden trouble. 
Don't be afraid when sinners are destroyed. 

The LORD will be at your side. 
He will keep your feet from being caught in a trap. 

New Simplified Bible Do not be afraid of sudden fear or trouble from the wicked when it comes. 
Jehovah will be your confidence. He will keep your foot from stumbling. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. You can be sure that the LORD will protect you from harm.  
Do all you can for everyone who deserves your help. 

The Living Bible With them on guard you can sleep without fear; you need not be afraid of disaster
or the plots of wicked men, for the Lord is with you; he protects you.  Vv. 24–26 are
treated as one verse. 

New Berkeley Version Fear not sudden terror, 
the stormy blast of the wicked when it comes; 
for the LORD will be in your inward parts [God will be within us, a force to aim and
practice right.] 
keeping your foot from being caught. 

New Century Version You won't be afraid of sudden trouble; 
you won't fear the ruin that comes to the wicked, 

because the Lord will keep you safe. 
He will keep you from being trapped. 

New Life Version Do not be afraid of fear that comes all at once. And do not be afraid of the storm of
the sinful when it comes.  For the Lord will be your trust. He will keep your foot from
being caught. 

New Living Translation You need not be afraid of sudden disaster 
or the destruction that comes upon the wicked, 

for the LORD is your security. 
He will keep your foot from being caught in a trap. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible No terrible thing will you fear, nor will the godless push you aside.  For Jehovah will
watch all your ways, and make your feet straight, so you will not fall. 

Beck’s American Translation Don’t be afraid of anything that could suddenly terrify you 
or of the destruction of the wicked when it comes, 
because you trust the LORD 
and He will keep your foot from getting caught. 

International Standard V Do not be afraid of sudden disaster, [Lit. terror] 
or the devastation that comes to the wicked. 

Indeed, the LORD will be your confidence, 
and he will keep your foot from being caught. 
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Today’s NIV Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, for the
LORD will be at your side and will keep your foot from being snared. 

Translation for Translators You will not be afraid that something disastrous will happen to you 
or that storms that strike the wicked will strike you, 

because you will be confident that Yahweh will take care of you. 
He will not let your foot be caught in a trap/snare. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Fear no sudden terror, for disaster comes to the wicked. 
Yahweh has you flanked, and keeps your foot from being claimed. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible ...If sleeping, you will not feel terror, Nor the rush of the storm when it comes.- For
the LORD will be still your supporter, And guarding your feet from a fall.  A portion
of v. 24 is included for context. 

Lexham English Bible Do not be afraid of sudden panic, or the storm of wickedness that will come. 
Yahweh will be {your confidence} and guard your foot from capture. 

NIV – UK Have no fear of sudden disaster 
or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 

for the LORD will be at your side 
and will keep your foot from being snared. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) You will not fear sudden terror or the attack of evildoers. 
For Yah weh is at your side and he guards your steps from the snare. 

The Heritage Bible Do not fear sudden fear and the tempest of the wicked, because it will come, 
Because Jehovah shall be your loins of strength, and shall hedge about your foot
from being taken. 

New American Bible (2011) Do not be afraid of sudden terror, 
of the ruin of the wicked when it comes; 
For the LORD will be your confidence, 
and will keep your foot from the snare. 

New Jerusalem Bible Have no fear either of sudden terror or of attack mounted by wicked men, 
since Yahweh will be your guarantor, he will keep your steps from the snare. 

New RSV Do not be afraid of sudden panic, 
or of the storm that strikes the wicked; 
for the LORD will be your confidence 
and will keep your foot from being caught. 

Revised English Bible Do not be afraid when fools are frightened or when destruction overtakes the
wicked, for the LORD will be at your side, and he will keep your feet from the trap. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

exeGeses companion Bible Neither awe sudden fear;  
nor the devastation of the wicked when it comes:  
for Yah Veh is your hope  
and he guards your foot from capture. 

Judaica Press Complete T. Be not afraid of sudden terror, or of the darkness of the wicked when it will come. 
For the Lord shall be your trust, and He shall keep your root from being caught. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Be not afraid of sudden pachad (terror), neither of the desolation of the resha'im
(wicked ones), when it cometh.  For Hashem shall be thy confidence, and shall be
shomer over thy regel from the snare. 
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Restored Names Version Do not be afraid of sudden dread and of the devastation that comes upon the
wicked, for Yahuwah will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being
caught. 

The Scriptures 1998 Do not be afraid of sudden dread, Nor of the ruin of the wrong when it comes; For
éäåä is at your side, And He shall guard your foot from being caught. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Be not afraid of sudden terror and panic, nor of the stormy blast or the storm and
ruin of the wicked when it comes [for you will be guiltless], For the Lord shall be your
confidence, firm and strong, and shall keep your foot from being caught [in a trap
or some hidden danger]. 

The Expanded Bible You won't be afraid of sudden ·trouble [terror]; 
you won't fear the ruin that comes to the wicked, 

because the Lord will ·keep you safe [be your confidence]. 
He will ·keep you from being trapped [guard your feet from capture]. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary Be not afraid of sudden fear, such an alarm as would tend to fill the heart with
terror, neither of the desolation of the wicked when it cometh, who would come
sweeping along like a destructive tempest.  For the Lord shall be thy Confidence,
a safe place of refuge, and shall keep thy foot from being taken, in the snares which
the godless are always spreading for the feet of the unwary for which reason the
believers are all the more under obligations to make use of the true wisdom in
keeping their feet on the right path. 

NET Bible® You will not be afraid of sudden disaster, 
or when destruction overtakes [Heb "or the destruction of the wicked when it
comes."] the wicked; 
for the Lord will be the source of your confidence, 
and he will guard your foot from being caught in a trap.  

Syndein/Thieme Be not afraid of catastrophe/'sudden fear'. Neither of the plots of the wicked, when
it {their plotting} comes.  {Note: They do not always plot against you, but when they
do, do not fear.}  For Jehovah/God shall be your confidence {kecel}. {Y@hovah
actually is the verb 'to be' in absolute status quo - "I am . . . the Always Existing
One" RBT says it is God the Son in view here}  And shall keep your foot from being
trapped.  {with doctrine to guide you, you do not step in a trap, pit, hole - you do
what Doctrine teaches and you will avoid a lot of the pitfalls and snares in Satan's
world}. 

The Voice Stay calm; there is no need to be afraid of a sudden disaster 
or to worry when calamity strikes the wicked, 

For the Eternal is always there to protect you. 
He will safeguard your each and every step. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version You shall certainly not fear sudden alarm Or the ruination of the wicked that is
coming; For Yahweh Himself shall be your confidence, And He will keep your foot
from seizure.". 

Emphasized Bible Be not thou afraid of sudden dread, nor of the desolation of the lawless, when it
cometh.  For, Yahweh, will be in all thy ways, and will keep thy foot from the snare. 

English Standard V. – UK Do not be afraid of sudden terror 
or of the ruin [Hebrew storm] of the wicked, when it comes, 

for the Lord will be your confidence 
and will keep your foot from being caught. 



175 The Book of Proverbs

God’s Truth (Tyndale) You need not be afraid of any sudden fear, neither for the violent rushing of the
ungodly, when it comes. For the Lord shall besiege you and keep your foot that you
be not taken. 

New European Version Don’t be afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked when it
comes: for Yahweh will be your confidence, and will keep your foot from being
taken. 

New King James Version Do not be afraid of sudden terror, 
Nor of trouble from the wicked when it comes; 
For the Lord will be your confidence, 
And will keep your foot from being caught. 

Third Millennium Bible Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked when it cometh;
for the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being snared. 

Young’s Updated LT Be not afraid of sudden fear, And of the desolation of the wicked when it comes. 
For Jehovah is at your side, And He has kept your foot from capture. 

The gist of this verse: Do not become afraid if your nation is subject to divine discipline because of the
wicked.  God can protect His Own. 

Proverbs 3:25a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

yârê( (éÈøÀà) [pronounced
yaw-RAY]

to fear, to be afraid; to fear-
respect, to reverence, to have a

reverential respect

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #3372 

BDB #431

The NET Bible: Heb “do not be afraid.” The negative exhortation àÇìÎúÌÄéøÈà (’al-tira’, “do not be afraid”) is used
rhetorically to emphasize that the person who seeks wisdom will have no reason to fear the consequences of
wicked actions.  146

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

pachad (ôÌÇçÇã)
[pronounced PAH-khahd

fear, terror, dread, a thing which
is feared, that which is feared

masculine singular noun
Strong’s #6343 

BDB #808

The NET Bible: Heb “terror.” The noun ôÌÇçÇã (pakhad, “terror”) is a metonymy of effect for cause (= disaster); see
BDB 808 s.v. 2. This is suggested by the parallelism with the noun îÄùÌÉàÇú (misho’at, “destruction”) in the
following colon. The term ôÌÇçÇã (“terror”) often refers to the object (or cause) of terror (e.g., Job 3:25; 15:21;
22:10; 31:23; Pss 31:12; 36:2; Isa 24:18; Jer 48:44).  147

pith (ôm (ôÌÄúÀàÉí)e

[pronounced pith-OHM]
suddenness, suddenly; in a

moment
adverb/substantive

Strong’s #6597 
BDB #837

 From 146 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 

 From 147 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:25a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

The NET Bible: Heb “terror of suddenness.” The noun ôÌÄúÀàÉí (pit’om, “sudden”) functions as an attributive
genitive: “sudden terror” (e.g., Job 22:10; BDB 837 s.v.).  148

Translation: Do not be afraid of a sudden terror...  At various times in history, there are great events which
destroy a city or a neighborhood or even a county or country; and David warns his son not to be seized by terror
when that occurs.   There are times when God brings His judgment down upon a nation, and David tells Solomon
not to become afraid when something like that happens.  God preserves the positive believer even when the entire
nation is at risk. 

Proverbs 3:25b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

shôw(âh (ùåÉàÈä)
[pronounced show-AW]

a storm, a tempest; destruction,
devastation, ruin, waste;

desolation

feminine singular
construct

Strong’s #7722 
BDB #996

r shâ)îym (øÀùÈòÄéí)e

[pronounced r -shaw-e

ÌEEM]

malevolent ones, lawless ones,
criminals, the corrupt; wicked,

wicked ones

masculine plural
adjective (here, it acts

like a noun)

Strong’s #7563 
BDB #957

The NET Bible: Heb “destruction of the wicked.” The noun øÀùÈòÄéí (rÿsha’im, “wicked ones”) probably functions
as an objective genitive (the destruction that comes on the wicked) or a genitive of source (the destruction that
the wicked bring on others).  149

kîy (ëÌÄé) [pronounced kee]
for, that, because; when, at that

time, which, what time
explanatory or temporal
conjunction; preposition

Strong's #3588 
BDB #471

bôw( (áÌåÉà) [pronounced
boh]

to come in, to come, to go in, to
go, to enter, to advance; to attain

3  person femininerd

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #935 

BDB #97

Translation: ...or from the destruction of the wicked when it comes,...  Solomon is not to become afraid of the
destruction which is brought against the wicked.  This happens from time to time.  This does not mean that we
turn a blind eye to such events, but we are not to be afraid for our own lives when such a thing happens. 

There are times when God must destroy the wicked.  He warns that this destruction will come, but that the believer
with doctrine should not fear it. 

 From 148 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 

 From 149 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 
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Throughout history—both in the Bible and in secular history—there are periods of time where great destruction
has occurred to this or to that nation; or to this or that geographical area.  We find assurances in Job 5:19–24  “He
[God] will deliver you from six troubles; in seven no evil shall touch you.  In famine He will redeem you from death,
and in war from the power of the sword.  You shall be hidden from the lash of the tongue, and shall not fear
destruction when it comes.  At destruction and famine you shall laugh, and shall not fear the beasts of the earth. 
For you shall be in league with the stones of the field, and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with you.  You
shall know that your tent is at peace, and you shall inspect your fold and miss nothing.” (ESV; capitalized) 

This tells us, of course, that in the life of the believer, not everything will be smiles and puppy dogs.  Here, a
believer finds himself in the midst of disaster and destruction.  Because keeps his mind clear and focused on
Jesus Christ, even during the disaster. 

Peter Pett: That having confidence in the wisdom and understanding revealed by God does not
guarantee that life will be smooth is emphasised here. For that wisdom and understanding should
enable its recipient not to be afraid even when outwardly things go wrong. Thus the young man who
receives that wisdom should not be afraid of sudden fearful events.  150

Application: Quite obviously, in times of national disaster, you take cognizance of those whom God places in your
path and you see to their needs. 

Application: As a tangent from this, let’s say that you realize that this judgment is being brought against an area
for this or that reason; for this or that set of sins.  This does not give you the right to ignore the pleas or cries of
someone that God places before you.  You do not get to judge them and decide, God means for them to die. 
Wrong.  They are right in front of you; that means, God expects you to act.  151

Application: Some people, when they face destruction, turn around—and turn to God.  You don’t get to judge
them and remark, “You know, all this death and destruction is all about you.”  It might be; but you show them grace
and mercy, because you are God’s ambassador. 

Translations are from ESV; capitalized. 

“Do not be afraid.”

Scripture Text/Commentary

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The
LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and
foes, it is they who stumble and fall.  Though an army encamp
against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me,
yet I will be confident. (Psalm 27:1–3)  

God is both light and deliverance to the
believer; so why would he fear anyone or
anything?  When attacked, his enemies
will be the ones to stumble and fall.  Even
in war, the believer with doctrine is
confident. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the
mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,  though its waters
roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah
(Psalm 46:1–3)  

When dealing with difficulties, we are
always safe in God; He is our refuge. 
Even if the earth gives way beneath our
feet, even if we face great floods and
earthquakes, God is still with us. 

 From 150 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/pet/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015. 

 Obviously, a scenario could be constructed so that you cannot act on their behalf; but I am speaking of most catastrophic151

events. 
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“Do not be afraid.”

Scripture Text/Commentary

You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by
day, nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction
that wastes at noonday.  A thousand may fall at your side, ten
thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.  You will
only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. 
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place-- the Most
High, who is my refuge--no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no
plague come near your tent. (Psalm 91:5–10)  

There is nothing to fear—not terrors of the
unknown at night; not the weaponry of our
enemies; not disease which appears to be
prevalent all around us.  As a mature
believer, we might see hundreds fall at
our side, and yet God keeps us safe. 

"Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do
not fear what they fear, nor be in dread.  But the LORD of hosts,
him you shall honor as holy. Let Him be your fear, and let Him be
your dread.  And He will become a sanctuary and a stone of
offense and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and
a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” (Isa. 8:12–14)  

Do not fear, even when people plot
against you.  Your fear should be directed
toward Y howah, not toward man. e

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I
will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with My
righteous right hand.  Behold, all who are incensed against you
shall be put to shame and confounded; those who strive against
you shall be as nothing and shall perish.  You shall seek those who
contend with you, but you shall not find them; those who war
against you shall be as nothing at all. (Isa 41:10–12)  

When we face great odds against us, God
will be with us and against those who
seek to destroy us.  With God, they will be
as if they are nothing at all. 

“And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are
not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet.  For
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and
there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these
are but the beginning of the birth pains.” (Matt. 24:6–8)  

In the end time, in the Tribulation, there
will be many nations at war with one
another; and there will be earthquakes
and starvation—but these are simply the
beginning of a world of sin coming to an
end. 

"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in
Me.” (John 14:1)  

The heart is where we do our thinking;
and we are not to allow ourselves to be
troubled.  This was specifically to the
disciples, but it applies to us as well. 

But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,  but in your hearts
honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is
in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. (1Peter 3:14–16)  

Some people will suffer to righteousness
sake; and Peter tells us not to be afraid of
those who would harm us, but to tell them
the reason for the hope that is within us. 

Passages suggested by Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880, with
introduction by R. A. Torrey; courtesy of E-sword, Prov. 3:25. 
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Proverbs 3:26a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kîy (ëÌÄé) [pronounced kee]
for, that, because; when, at that

time, which, what time
explanatory or temporal
conjunction; preposition

Strong's #3588 
BDB #471

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

hâyâh (äÈéÈä) [pronounced
haw-YAW]

to be, is, was, are; to become, to
come into being; to come to

pass

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong's #1961 

BDB #224

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

keçel (ëÌÆñÆì) [pronounced
KEH-sel]

loins, bull-headedness,
dogmatism; stupidity;

confidence; hope

masculine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #3689 
BDB #492

The NET Bible: Or “the Lord will be at your side.” Assuming that the noun ëÌÆñÆì (kesel) is related to the root II ëÈñÇì
(“confidence”; BDB 492 s.v. ëÌÆñÆì 3), the preposition á (bet) introduces the predicate noun ëÌÄñÀìÆêÈ (kislekha, “your
confidence”) and functions as a beth essentiae (GKC 379 §119.i) which emphasizes the quality or nature of the
noun (BDB 88 s.v. áÌÀ 7; HALOT 104 s.v. áÌÀ 3): “the Lord will be your confidence.” However, if the noun is related
to I ëñì (“loins; side”; HALOT 489 s.v. I ëÌÆñÆì 2), the preposition á (bet) would function in a locative sense: “the
Lord will be at your side.” See tn on the following phrase “source of your confidence.”  152

The NET Bible: Heb “your confidence” (so NAB, NIV, NRSV) or “at your side.” There is debate whether the term
ëÌÆñÆì (kesel) is related to the root I ëÈñÇì “loins; side” (so HALOT 489 s.v. I ëÌÆñÆì 2) or II ëÈñÇì “confidence” (so BDB
492 s.v. ëÌÆñÆì 3). The Vulgate relates it to I ëÈñÇì and offers “the Lord will be at your side (latus).” Others relate it
to II ëÈñÇì “confidence” (e.g., Job 8:14; 31:24; Ps 78:7) and take it as a metonymy (= confidence) of adjunct (=
object of confidence): “the Lord will be the source [or, object] of your confidence.”  153

Translation: ...for Y howah is your confidence [and hope]...e   Note where Solomon is to place his trust—in
Y howah, in his God.  David does not say, “Now remember Solomon, you have been a really good guy; so youe

keep doing good deeds and acting like a nice guy, and God will take care of you.”  No, David tells Solomon, put
your trust in God; He is your confidence and hope during times of trouble. 

Proverbs 3:26b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

shâmar (ùÈîÇø)
[pronounced shaw-MAR]

to keep, to guard, to protect, to
watch, to preserve

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal perfect
Strong's #8104 

BDB #1036

 From 152 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 

 From 153 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm


Proverbs 3 180

Proverbs 3:26b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

regel (øÆâÆì) [pronounced
REH-gel]

foot; metaphorically step, gait,
pace; turn

feminine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #7272 
BDB #919

The NET Bible: The term øÇâÀìÀêÈ (raglekha, “your foot”) functions as a synecdoche of part (= your foot) for the
whole person (= you). This synecdoche develops the extended comparison between the hunter’s snare and
calamity that afflicts the wicked.  154

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

leked (ìÆëÆã) [pronounced
LEH-kehd]

a taking, capture, a seizing of
masculine singular noun;

pausal form
Strong’s #3921 

BDB #540

The NET Bible: Heb “from capture.” The noun ìÈëÆã (lakhed, “capture; snare”) occurs only here in OT (BDB 540
s.v.; HALOT 530 s.v. ìÆëÆã). It is figurative for the calamity of v. 25. God will protect the wise (or, righteous) from
the consequences of sin (snares) that afflict the wicked.  155

Translation: ...and He will keep your foot from being snagged.  I think the idea here is, people are sucked into
a disaster; and David is telling Solomon not to worry; God will keep his foot from being grabbed or taken.  Imagine,
if you will, the disaster acting like a whirlpool, pulling everything around it into its vortex.  David is assuring
Solomon that he will not be trapped like this; he will not be pulled into this destructive vortex.  Solomon will not be
subject to a national disaster—not if his focus was upon God and upon truth. 

Prov. 3:25–26  Do not be afraid of a sudden terror or from the destruction of the wicked when it comes, for
Y howah is your confidence [ande

hope] and He will keep your foot
from being snagged.  There are
times when there is a serious crisis
in your geographical area. 
Because you are a believer in
Jesus Christ, you are not a victim;
but God has you there for a
reason.  Therefore, unless you are
incapacitated due to injury, you
need to function in the realm of
your royal priesthood. 

Proverbs 3:25–26 (a graphic)
from Pinimg; accessed February
9, 2015.  A better background
picture might be found—perhaps of
the rain of burning sulfur upon
Sodom, with Lot escaping by the
angels. 

 From 154 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 

 From 155 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 
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The idea of this verse is not really this pleasant nature scene, but one of great disaster, such as a military invasion,
a devastating storm (like a hurricane or a tornado), or an earthquake which shakes a city to its very core. 

Such things will occur, and they may occur in the area where you live—but you need to focus instead upon God
and His care.  Your confidence needs to be in God’s Word, and God will deliver you (if that is His plan).  There
is no disaster that God is not greater than; there is no national cataclysm that God has not made provision for. 

——————————

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Discourse 7b: The Application of Wisdom to Interaction with Your Neighbor

New American Bible (2011): Verses 27-35 are arranged according to a clear order. Serving God
requires serving one's neighbor through kindness (vv. 27-28), maintaining peace with the good (vv.
29-31), having no envy of the wicked (v. 31), because the Lord's friendship and kindness are with the
just, not with the wicked. Matching the six exhortations of vv. 1-12, vv. 27-34 contain six prohibitions.
The righteous/wicked contrast is progressively developed: in contrast to the wicked, the righteous are
in God's inner circle, their houses are blessed, they deal with a merciful God, and obtain honor.  156

You will not withhold good from His citizens
in [it] is for a power of your hand to do. 

Proverbs
3:27

You will not withhold good [or aid] from His
people [lit., citizens, inhabitants] when [it] is in
the power of your hand to do [so]. 

During a disaster, you will not withhold good things or aid from His people when it is in your power to
help them. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) You will not withhold good from His citizens in [it] is for a power of your hand to do. 
Latin Vulgate Do not withhold him from doing good, who is able: if you are able, do good yourself

also. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Do not refuse to do that which is good, when it is in the power of your hand to do

it. 
Septuagint (Greek) Do not refrain from doing good to the poor, whenever your hand may have power

to help them. 

Significant differences: In the Hebrew, it is clear to whom you are doing good; that is not clear in the Latin
or Syriac and the Greek has the poor instead of what the Hebrew has (which will
require some explanation).  The Latin, in fact, makes it sound as if you should not
prevent someone else from doing good.  The Latin has an additional phrase at the
end. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Do not keep back good from those who have a right to it, when it is in the power of
your hand to do it. 

Easy English Be kind to those who deserve good things. 
Do not refuse if you can help them. 

Easy-to-Read Version Whenever you can, do good things for people who need help. 

 From 156 http://www.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/3#24003021-1 (footnote); accessed January 20, 2015. 
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Good News Bible (TEV) Whenever you possibly can, do good to those who need it. 
The Message Never walk away from someone who deserves help; your hand is God's hand for

that person. 
Names of God Bible Do not hold back anything good 

from those who are entitled to it 
when you have the power to do so. 

NIRV Don't hold back good from those who are worthy of it. 
Don't hold it back when you can help. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. Do all you can for everyone who deserves your help. 
New Berkeley Version Hold back no benefit from those entitled [Lit. “Its owners.”] to it, 

when it is in the power of your hand to perform. 
New Century Version Whenever you are able, 

do good to people who need help. 
New Life Version Do not keep good from those who should have it, when it is in your power to do it. 
New Living Translation Do not withhold good from those who deserve it 

when it's in your power to help them. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Don't overlook those who're in need, when you have their needs in your hands. 

Beck’s American Translation Be Fair 
Don’t keep back anything good from those who have a right to it 
when you’re able to do it. 

International Standard V Wisdom in Action 
Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, 

when it is in your power to act. 
New Advent (Knox) Bible Suffer him to do kindness who may, and thou thyself, when thou mayest, do

kindness [The meaning of the Hebrew text is doubtful.]; never bid a friend come
back tomorrow for the gift that might be made to-day.  V. 28 is included for context. 

Translation for Translators If you are able to help people who deserve it, 
do not refuse to help them. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Never constrain the best from the master, for God has made your hand. 
Conservapedia Don't hold back goodness to those who it is due when you have the power to do it. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible On the Life of Practical Virtue 
Withheld not your help from the needy, When GOD gives your hand power to do ;... 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) Do not hold back from those who ask your help, when it is in your power to do it. 
The Heritage Bible Do not withhold good from its lord when your hand is mighty to do it. 
New American Bible (2002) Refuse no one the good on which he has a claim when it is in your power to do it

for him. 
New American Bible (2011) Do not withhold any goods from the owner 

when it is in your power to act. 
New Jerusalem Bible Refuse no kindness to those who have a right to it, if it is in your power to perform

it. 
Revised English Bible Withhold from no one a favour due to him when you have the power to grant it. 
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Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Don't withhold good from someone entitled to it when you have in hand the power
to do it. 

exeGeses companion Bible Withhold not good from your masters  
when it is in the El of your hand to work it:. 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) Do not withhold good from one who deserves it 
When you have the power to do it [for him]. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Withhold not tov from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine yad
to do it. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Withhold not good from those to whom it is due [its rightful owners], when it is in the
power of your hand to do it. 

The Expanded Bible Whenever you are able, 
·do [ do not withhold] good to people who ·need help [or deserve it].L  

The Geneva Bible Withhold not good from them to whom it is due [Not only from them to whom the
possession belongs but also you shall not keep it from them who have need of the
use of it. ], when it is in the power of thine hand to do [it]. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary Warning Against Evil 
Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, to whom it belongs by reason of his
need, whether he really deserves it or is so destitute that he can no longer help
himself, when it is In the power of thine hand to do it. 

NET Bible® Wisdom Demonstrated in Relationships with People 
Do not withhold good from those who need it, 
when you have the ability to help [Heb "to do [it]" (cf. KJV, NASB, NRSV)].  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 27-31: The Relationships of Doctrine} 
'Withhold not'/'Do not restrain' good {divine good} from them to whom it is
due/owed, when it is in the power of your hand to do.  {Note: Only when in
fellowship does God produce divine good through us - so first of all required is a
mental attitude free of sins - that is the first thing we owe to fellow believers - to love
them. And only under the power of the filling of God the Holy Spirit can we do this.} 
{Note: From Romans we learn that we are to owe no man except love - this is the
principal of impersonally loving other believers based on the doctrine resident in
your soul - who and what YOU are, not at all related to what they are.}. 

The Voice Do not withhold what is good from those who deserve it; 
if it is within your power to give it, do it. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version  
Emphasized Bible Withhold not good from them who ask it, when it is in power of thy hand to do it:. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) Refuse not to do good unto him that should have it, so long as your hand is able to

do it. 
NASB Do not withhold good from those [Lit its owners] to whom it is due, 

When it is in your power to do it. 
Webster’s Bible Translation Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thy hand

to do [it]. 
Young’s Updated LT Withhold not good from its owners, When your hand is toward God to do it. 

The gist of this verse: Do not withhold good from others when you have the ability to help them. 
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Proverbs 3:27

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

mâna) (îÈðÇò) [pronounced
maw-NAHÌ]

to keep back, to restrain, to
withhold, to hold back

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #4513 

BDB #586

þôwbâh (èåÉáÈä)
[pronounced TOH -vaw]B

welfare, benefit, good, good
things

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #2896 

BDB #375

min (îÄï) [pronounced
min]

from, off, out from, of, out of,
away from, on account of, since,

than, more than
preposition of separation

Strong's #4480 
BDB #577

ba)ãlêy (áÌÇòÂìÅé)
[pronounced bah-ìuh-

LAY]

aristocracy, leaders, baal’s,
lords, landowners, movers and

shakers, supervisors,
administrators, citizens,

inhabitants; owners

masculine plural noun
with the 3  personrd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #1181 
(plural of

Strong’s #1167 &
1168)  BDB #127

The NET Bible: The MT has “from its possessors” and the LXX simply has “from the poor.” C. H. Toy (Proverbs
[ICC], 77) suggests emending the text to read “neighbors” (changing áÌÀòÈìÈéå [be’alav] to øÅòÆéêÈ, re’ekha) but that is
gratuitous. The idea can be explained as being those who need to possess it, or as BDB 127 s.v. áÌÇòÇì has it with
an objective genitive, “the owner of it” = the one to whom it is due.  157

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

hâyâh (äÈéÈä) [pronounced
haw-YAW]

to be, is, was, are; to become, to
come into being; to come to

pass
Qal infinitive construct

Strong's #1961 
BDB #224

The infinitive construct, when combined with the bêyth preposition, can often take on a temporal meaning and
may be rendered when [such and such happens].  It can serve as a temporal marker that denotes an event
which occurs simultaneously with the action of the main verb. 

The NET Bible: The infinitive construct with preposition áÌÀ (bet) introduces a temporal clause: "when.."  158

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

(êl (àÅì) [pronounced
ALE]

God, god, mighty one, strong,
hero; strength, power; mighty

things in nature

masculine singular
construct

Strong’s #410 
BDB #42

 From 157 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 

 From 158 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:27

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

yâd (éÈã) [pronounced
yawd]

hand; figuratively for strength,
power, control

feminine singular noun
with the 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong's #3027 
BDB #388

The NET Bible: The form éÈãÆéêÈ (yadekha) is a Kethib/Qere reading. The Kethib is the dual éÈãÆéêÈ (“your hands”) and
the Qere is the singular éÈãÀêÈ (yadÿkha, “your hand”). Normally the Qere is preferred because it represents an
alternate textual tradition that the Masoretes viewed as superior to the received text.  159

The NET Bible: Heb “your hand.” The term éÈãÀêÈ (“your hand”) functions as a synecdoche of part (= your hand)
for the whole person (= you).  160

The NET Bible: Heb “it is to the power of your hand.” This expression is idiomatic for “it is in your power” or “you
have the ability” (Gen 31:29; Deut 28:23; Neh 5:5; Mic 2:1). The noun àÅì (’el) means “power” (BDB 43 s.v. 7),
and éÈã (yad, “hand”) is used figuratively to denote “ability” (BDB 390 s.v. 2). Several translations render this as
“when it is in your power to do it” (KJV, RSV, NRSV, NASB) or “when it is in your power to act” (NIV). W.
McKane suggests, “when it is in your power to confer it” (Proverbs [OTL], 215).  161

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

)âsâh (òÈùÉÈä) [pronounced
ìaw-SAWH]

to do, to make, to construct, to
fashion, to form, to prepare, to

manufacture; accomplish
Qal infinitive construct

Strong's #6213 
BDB #793

Translation: You will not withhold good [or aid] from His people [lit., citizens, inhabitants] when [it] is in the power
of your hand to do [so].  The idea is, disaster has struck and people are running in every direction; and there is
death and destruction before you.  David told Solomon, “Do not fear; don’t worry about something like this.”  And
now David adds something else: if you are able to help any of God’s people, then go ahead and do so.  Don’t
panic; do not run scared; do not find a basement to hide in.  When there is someone before you and it is within
your power to help them, then you help them. 

In scanning the translations, there appears to be primarily two approaches to this verse: 

Easy-to-Read Version Whenever you can, do good things for people who need help. 
The Scriptures 1998 Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, When it is in the power of your

hand to do so. 

On the one hand, David encourages good to be done for those who need help; and on the other, most translations
appear to teach that good is to be given to those who deserve it.  Isn’t the latter pretty much what we do anyway? 
Believers and unbelievers alike. 

I have translated this differently: You will not withhold good [or aid] from His people [lit., citizens, inhabitants] when
[it] is in the power of your hand to do [so]. 

How do we know this refers to God’s people?  (1) The 3  person masculine singular suffix has to find a nearbyrd

noun to which to refer; God is the obvious choice (from the previous verse).  This suffix is pretty much ignored in

 From 159 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 

 From 160 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 

 From 161 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 21, 2015. 
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the passages where good is to be done toward those who deserve it.  (2) Whomever God places in your path in
life, that is someone God wants you to help.  Logically, it could require quite a bit to evaluate each person in your
path and determine whether or not they are worthy.  Now, it is certainly okay to determine if someone is legitimate;
or if they have a legitimate need. 

Certainly, you know that people pray for help and for deliverance in a crisis—well, sometimes, you are that hope
and that deliverance that they are praying for.  That is why God places you in close proximity with them. 

Application: God does place people in your periphery who need help and it is not always easy to help them.  Add
to this a geographical crisis, and that makes things even more difficult.  However, even in a crisis, you must remain
cool, focus on the Word of God, and be willing to help those God places in your way. 

Application: We have had cities and towns of believers in Jesus Christ where tornadoes have devastated the
town and the people do get out there and help one another in the crisis.  You cannot focus on your material losses
or whatever has happened to you; you focus on the Word of God, the faithfulness of God, and those whom God
places before you. 

In this verse, we have two words that are often translated in a different way.  I will note these words in bold:  You
will not withhold good [or aid] from His people [lit., citizens, inhabitants] when [it] is in the power of your hand to
do [so].  The first word is Baalim, which often is used as a proper noun to refer to a false god.  The second word
is (êl (àÅì) [pronounced ALE], which is often a shortened version of Elohim; and it can mean God (or, god).  The
people that you are helping out might not be believers; they might be following a false god (or no God); but you
have the power to help them because you depend upon God.  You do not withhold help to others if they are
unbelievers and God has given you the ability to help them. 

Gill puts a different spin on this: Honour, reverence, and tribute, to civil magistrates (as per
Rom, 13:7); just payment of debts to creditors, and alms to the poor, which, by what follows, seems
to be chiefly intended.   So Gill looks at this from the standpoint of obligations as a good citizen.  I162

am pondering that approach. 

Although we may struggle with that one word, it is clear that the following ought to be remunerated. 

Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary on, Who should receive our good?

This practical injunction may be applied:
1. To all lawful debts, for articles purchased or work performed. 
2. To government taxes, which ought to be regarded as debts due to the community. 
3. To debts of charity and benevolence. For such debts there are. They cannot indeed be claimed; they

cannot be made good in law. But they are due-due on the principle of the "royal law" (Mat ).

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/phc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015; they cite
Wardlaw. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Prov. 3:27 reads: You will not withhold good [or aid] from His people [lit., citizens, inhabitants] when [it] is in the
power of your hand to do [so].  We will look at a few similar passages found throughout Scripture. 

ESV, capitalized translation is used below. 

 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:27 (slightly edited). 162
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Possible Parallel Passages of Proverbs 3:27

Scripture Text/Commentary

Lev. 19:13  "You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The
wages of a hired servant shall not remain with you all night until the
morning.” 

In this era, it was considered to be the
right thing to do to pay your
employees right after they completed
their work for you.  If you kept their
money from them that night, some
might not be able to eat or feed their
own families. 

Deut 24:12–15  “And if he is a poor man, you shall not sleep in his
pledge.  You shall restore to him the pledge as the sun sets, that he
may sleep in his cloak and bless you. And it shall be righteousness for
you before the LORD your God.  You shall not oppress a hired servant
who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or one of
the sojourners who are in your land within your towns.  You shall give
him his wages on the same day, before the sun sets (for he is poor
and counts on it), lest he cry against you to the LORD, and you be
guilty of sin.” 

If you are the one in charge, you are
not to take advantage of those who
work for you—they should be
considered your brothers (this is in the
nation Israel), and you are not to
withhold their wages. 

Rom. 13:7–8  Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is
owed, honor to whom honor is owed.  Owe no one anything, except to
love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 

Taxes are a requirement, and despite
the heavy-handedness of the Roman
government (they persecuted and
killed many believers), Paul tells us
that we must pay whatever taxes are
due them. 

Gal. 6:8b–10  The one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life.  And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due
season we will reap, if we do not give up.  So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith. 

As a believer, you do good to others,
particularly to other believers; and
sometimes that involves their
sustenance. 

1Tim. 6:17–19  As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to
be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on
God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.  They are to do
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 
thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the
future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

Those who are financially successful
are not to be arrogant about it, as all
blessing comes from God.  They are
to reveal their inner character by being
rich in good works. 

James 5:4–5  Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your
fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and
the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 
You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have
fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  See also Gen. 31:7 
Jer. 22:13–16. 

This continues to be a problem, even
during the time of James, where
laborers are hired, but then not
paid—either they are not paid the
wage that was agreed to or they are
paid late. 



Proverbs 3 188

Possible Parallel Passages of Proverbs 3:27

Scripture Text/Commentary

James 2:15–16  If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in
daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and
filled," without giving them the things needed for the body, what good
is that? (ESV) 

Joe Guglielmo: James is saying to us
that if our faith is living, if it is real,
then it will have life to it, it will be seen
in the things we do for people. And
there is truly a balance, yes we need
to share the Gospel message with
people but if they are hungry, cold it is
hard for them to even think in that
direction. So as we meet their physical
needs, as they see we love them
unconditionally, then a door is open to
share Jesus with them. Now, dead
faith is just that, it does nothing.
James says that this person may use
some spiritual jargon to make
themselves look good, but it is a dead
faith, there is no life to it, just
words!  163

Passages suggested by Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880, with
introduction by R. A. Torrey; courtesy of E-sword, Prov. 3:27. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Matthew Henry: This [verse] requires us, 1. To pay our just debts without fraud, covin, or delay. 2. To
give wages to those who have earned them. 3. To provide for our relations, and those that have
dependence on us, for to them it is due. 4. To render dues both to church and state, magistrates and
ministers. 5. To be ready to all acts of friendship and humanity, and in every thing to be neighbourly;
for these are things that are due by the law of doing as we would be done by. 6. To be charitable to
the poor and necessitous. If others want the necessary supports of life, and we have wherewithal to
supply them, we must look upon it as due to them and not withhold it.  164

——————————

You will not say to your neighbor, “Go and
return and tomorrow I will give;” and
substance [is] with you. 

Proverbs
3:28

Do not say to your neighbor, “Go and return
and tomorrow I will give [you what you need];”
when the substance [is] with you. 

Do not tell a neighbor, “Leave me, and return here tomorrow, and then I will give you what you need;”
when you have what is needed with you. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) You will not say to your neighbor, “Go and return and tomorrow I will give;” and
substance [is] with you. 

 From 163 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
2015. 

 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:27–35. 164

http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read
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Latin Vulgate Say not to your friend: Go, and come again: and tomorrow I will give to you: when
you can give at present. 

Peshitta (Syriac) When you have something, do not say to your neighbor, Go, and come again
tomorrow, and I will give it to you. 

Septuagint (Greek) Do not say, Come back another time, tomorrow I will give; while you are able today
to do him good; for you know not what the next day will bring forth. 

Significant differences: The Syriac leaves off the last phase.  The Latin and Greek leave off substance in
the final phrase.  The Greek adds an additional phrase at the end. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Say not to your neighbour, Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give; when you
have it by you at the time. 

Easy English If you can help your neighbour today, then help him! 
Do not wait until tomorrow! 

Easy-to-Read Version If your neighbor asks you for something and you have it, then give it to him right
then! Don’t tell him, “Come back tomorrow and get it.” 

Good News Bible (TEV) Never tell your neighbors to wait until tomorrow if you can help them now. 
The Message Don't tell your neighbor, "Maybe some other time," or, "Try me tomorrow," when the

money's right there in your pocket. 
Names of God Bible When you have the good thing with you, do not tell your neighbor, 

"Go away! 
Come back tomorrow. 

I'll give you something then." 
NIRV Suppose you already have something to give. 

Don't say to your neighbor, 
"Come back tomorrow. 

I'll give it to you then.". 
New Simplified Bible If you can help them now, never tell your neighbors: »Wait until tomorrow.« 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Don't withhold good from someone who deserves it, 
when it is in your power to do so. 

Contemporary English V. Don't tell your neighbor to come back tomorrow, if you can help today. 
The Living Bible Don't withhold repayment of your debts. Don't say "some other time," if you can pay

now.  The Living Bible combines vv. 27–28. 
New Century Version If you have what your neighbor asks for, 

don't say, "Come back later. 
I will give it to you tomorrow." 

New Living Translation If you can help your neighbor now, don't say, 
"Come back tomorrow, and then I'll help you." 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Don't say, 'Come back at some other time. I will provide it tomorrow.' Give them
what's good when you have it, so you'll never see the birth of what's bad. 

International Standard V Do not say to your neighbor, 
"Go, and come back. 
I will pay you [Lit. it] tomorrow," 
when you have cash [The Heb. lacks cash] with you. 

Translation for Translators If you are able to help someone you interact with, 
do not say, "Come back later; 
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perhaps I can help you tomorrow."  

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Never say to your neighbor, "Go and return, for tomorrow I will give", when it exists
with you. 

Conservapedia Don't tell your neighbor "Go and come back tomorrow, then I'll give it to you." when
you have it with you.  It could be the object the neighbor wants. or perhaps "it" is
wisdom 

Ferar-Fenton Bible Withheld not your help from the needy, When GOD gives your hand power to do ;
Say not to your friend, `Go away, Tomorrow I'll give,’ when you have!.  V. 27 is
included for context. 

Lexham English Bible Do not say to your neighbor, "Go and return and tomorrow I will give [it]," {when it
is with you}. 

NIV – UK Do not say to your neighbor, 
`Come back tomorrow and I'll give it to you'- 
when you already have it with you. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) Do not say to your neighbor, ¡°Go away! Come another time; tomorrow I will give
it to you!¡± when you can help him now. 

The Heritage Bible Do not say to your neighbor, Walk, and come again, and tomorrow I will give when
it exists to you now. 

New American Bible (2002) Say not to your neighbor, "Go, and come again, tomorrow I will give," when you can
give at once. 

New American Bible (2011) Say not to your neighbor, "Go, come back tomorrow, 
and I will give it to you," when all the while you have it. 

New Jerusalem Bible Do not say to your neighbour, 'Go away! Come another time! I will give it you
tomorrow,' if you can do it now. 

Revised English Bible Do not say to your neighbour, "Come back again; you can have it tomorrow" -- when
you could give it now. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Don't tell your neighbor, "Go away! Come another time; I'll give it to you tomorrow,"
when you have it now. 

Judaica Press Complete T. Do not say to your fellow, "Go and return, and tomorrow I will give," though you
have it with you. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Say not unto thy neighbor, Go, and come again, and makhar (tomorrow) I will give;
when thou hast it by thee. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Expanded Bible If you have what your neighbor asks for, 
don't say, "Come back later. 
I will give it to you tomorrow." 

Kretzmann’s Commentary Say not unto thy neighbor, Go and come again, and tomorrow I will give, thus
putting him off and discouraging him, when thou hast it by thee.  Cf James 2:15-16. 

NET Bible® Do not say to your neighbor, "Go! Return tomorrow 
and I will give it," when [Heb "and it is with you." The prefixed vav introduces a
circumstantial clause: "when ."] you have it with you at the time [The words "at the
time" are not in the Hebrew text, but are supplied in the translation for clarity].  

Syndein/Thieme {Avoid Mental Torture} 
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Do not say to your neighbor, "Go away, and come again, and tomorrow I will give
. . . when you have it 'by you'/'right then and there'.  {Note: This is mental torture.
You can help your fellow believer right then and there, but you put him to shame by
making him come back and beg. Don't do it. A Greek proverb is 'a slow paced favor
is a flavorless favor'.}. 

The Voice Do not send your neighbor away, saying, "Get back with me tomorrow. 
I can give it to you then," 
when what he needs is already in your hand. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Do not say to your associate, Go now and return, And tomorrow I shall give it, when
it is already with you." 

Green’s Literal Translation Do not say to your neighbor, Go and come back again, or, Tomorrow I will give,
when you have it beside you. 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) Say not unto your neighbor: Go your way and come again, tomorrow I will give you:
where as you have now to give him. 

NASB Do not say to your neighbor, "Go, and come back, 
And tomorrow I will give it," 
When you have it with you. 

World English Bible Don't say to your neighbor, "Go, and come again, Tomorrow I will give it to you,"
When you have it by you.. 

Young’s Updated LT Say not you to your friend, “Go, and return, and tomorrow I give,” And substance
with you. 

The gist of this verse: If you have the means to help someone, you do not put them off until tomorrow. 

Proverbs 3:28a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

(âmar (àÈîÇø) [pronounced
aw-MAHR]

to say, to speak, to utter; to say
[to oneself], to think; to

command; to promise; to
explain; to intend; to decide; to

answer

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #559 

BDB #55

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

rêa) (øÅòÇ) [pronounced
RAY-ahì]

associate, neighbor, colleague;
companion, friend; beloved;
fellow, acquaintance; fellow
citizen; another person; one,

another [in a reciprocal phrase]

masculine singular noun
with a 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #7453 
BDB #945
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Proverbs 3:28a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

hâlak  (äÈìÇêÀ) [pronouncede

haw-LAHK ]e go, come, depart, walk; advance
2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative

Strong’s #1980
(and #3212) 

BDB #229

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

shûwb (ùåÌá)
[pronounced shoo v]b

return, turn, turn back,
reminisce, restore something,
bring back something, revive,

recover something, make
restitution

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperative
Strong's #7725 

BDB #996

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

mâchâr (îÈçÈø)
[pronounced maw-

KHAWR]

 literally, tomorrow; but
figuratively it can mean

afterwards, in time to come, in
the future, in a future time; later

on, down the road
(chronologically speaking)

adverb of time
Strong’s #4279 

BDB #563

nâthan (ðÈúÇï) [pronounced
naw-THAHN]

to give, to grant, to place, to put,
to set; to make

1  person singular, Qalst

imperfect
Strong's #5414 

BDB #678

Translation: Do not say to your neighbor, “Go and return and tomorrow I will give [you what you need];”...  The
idea is, there is someone in front of you who is in need.  God has placed that person there.  This is a time of
national disaster.  You don’t tell that person, “Look, why don’t you go now, but return to me tomorrow.  Then I will
see what I can do to help you out.” 

When God puts someone in your path, you need to consider that situation.  When it is a time of disaster, so many
people are looking out for themselves and their family.  God says, “I’ve got your back; do not be afraid.  Help these
people out.” 

In a disaster, we need to be on an even keel.  We need to be able to trust God and be willing to share with those
in need. 

Gill: [Do not say “Come tomorrow”] Either to [one to] whom you are indebted, and who comes for the
payment of a just debt; or to any poor and indigent person that requires help.  165

The Pulpit Commentary: The precept of this and that of the preceding verse are very closely related.
The former precept enjoined the general principle of benevolence when we have the means; this
carries on the idea, and is directed against the postponement of giving when we are in a position to
give. In effect it says, "Do not defer till tomorrow what you can do today." This "putting off" may arise
from avarice, from indolence, or from insolence and contempt. These underlying faults, which are
incompatible with neighbourly good wilt, are condenmed by implication.  166

 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:28. 165

 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, courtesy of e-sword,166

Prov. 3:28. 
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From the Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary

Why we ought not postpone our help

1. The person who is in need today may be beyond your reach tomorrow. Death may remove him from your
reach, and he may go into eternity your creditor. Men and women have been saved from taking a step
which would have been their ruin, by a kindly word or act which would have come too late on the morrow. 

2. If your needy friend do live to be helped on the morrow, you may not live to give him help, and you will
then enter the presence of God a debtor to your brother. Tomorrow is God's property, today is man's. 

3. If your brother is not beyond your reach tomorrow, his need has been increased by the delay. If a man's
condition calls for medical aid today, and it is withholden, the disease will have a firmer hold tomorrow and
will be harder to cure. What physician would say to a sick man in such a case, "Go, and come again?"
Human need is a disease that is increased by delay in dealing with it. It is a weed that grows apace. What
is only a seed today will be a sapling soon. If you delay the moral and intellectual training of the ignorant,
the chains that bind them will be harder to break tomorrow than they are today. So that delay makes the
demand greater, and the debt which might have been easily paid when it was due becomes hard to meet
by withholding. 

4. To do the good tomorrow which might be done today is not to be an imitator of God. The Divine Father
makes His sun to shine today upon the evil and the good. He does not say, "Tomorrow I will give you,"
but "now is the accepted time." 

5. The postponement of that which is due is "a devising of evil in the heart against thy neighbour" (Pro ). Our
Lord, in his parable of the good Samaritan, has answered for us the question, Who is my neighbour?
(Luke 10). It is the man who is in need, and whose need we can relieve. It is not merely a negative, but
a positive sin to withhold help to such a one—it is a violation of that rule of life which Christ Himself
declares "is the law and the prophets" (Matt. 7:12).

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/phc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015 (edited).  

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Proverbs 3:28b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

yêsh (éÅù) [pronounced
yaysh]

being, substance, existence;
used as a substitute for to be

(without reference to number or
tense); there [is, are]; to be

present, to be ready, to exist

substantive; the verb to
be may be implied

Strong’s #3426 
BDB #441

(êth (àÆç) [pronounced
ayth]

with, at, near, by, among,
directly from

preposition (which is
identical to the sign of

the direct object) with the
2  person masculinend

singular suffix

Strong's #854
BDB #85

Translation: ...when the substance [is] with you.  David qualifies his remark.  “You have stuff with you; you have
things which they need.  Under those circumstances, do not send these people away and tell them to come back
tomorrow.”  If God has given you supplies and God has put these people in your path, then you deal with it right
then and there. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/phc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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Proverb 3:28 (graphic); from Cloud Front; accessed
February 9, 2015. 

Matthew Henry: We must render to all
their due, both in justice and charity, and
not delay to do it...do not say to your
neighbour, ‘Go your way for this time, and
come at a more convenient season, and I
will then see what will be done; tomorrow
I will give’; whereas you are not sure that
you will live till tomorrow, or that tomorrow
you will have it by you.  167

Clarke: Do not refuse a kindness when it
is in your power to perform it. If you have
the means by you, and your neighbor’s
necessities be pressing, do not put him off
until tomorrow.  168

The Evidence Bible: We must never lose
sight of love for our neighbor. A good
deed can be a stronger evangelistic
witness than a thousand words.  169

Barnes suggests: Procrastination is
especially fatal to the giving impulse.  170

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown: Promptly
fulfil all obligations both of justice and
charity.  171

Ironside: To owe no one anything but love is a command that is binding on every child of God
(Romans 13:8). To withhold another’s due when able to pay shows that covetousness is in the heart
and is gaining control over the life. The poor look forward to payments to supply the necessities of life.
Real suffering results when these payments are needlessly deferred by those more materially blessed.
This often leads to bitterness and hatred. Such conduct on the part of a Christian is in every way to
be deplored. Money owed to another is not mine. To use it for my own purposes is dishonest. God’s
eye sees every such action.  172

While all of this appears to be within the context of a national or geographical disaster, these principles are true
under any conditions, as the New Testament quotations back in v. 27 make clear. 

John MacArthur: This is a well-chosen analogy, because compassion is one of the evidences of true
regeneration. The story is told of a European queen several centuries ago who left her coachman
sitting outside during the winter while she attended the theater. The drama was so heart wrenching

 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:27–35 (slightly edited). 167

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:28 (edited). 168

 From 169 http://www.evidencebible.com/pdf/29_Proverbs_1_to_15.pdf accessed January 21, 2015. 

 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:28. 170

 Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Brown; Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible; 1871; from171

e-sword, Prov. 3:27–28. 

 Dr. Henry Allen Ironside, Studies on Book One of Psalms; from e-Sword, originally taken from172

http://www.plymouthbrethren.org/; Prov. 3:27–28. 

https://d5w4uv416ie49.cloudfront.net/quip_images/1b/5e/677c17ceee0c3d0a83fc7715f706a95de0d0.jpg
http://www.evidencebible.com/pdf/29_Proverbs_1_to_15.pdf
http://www.plymouthbrethren.org/
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that the queen sobbed throughout the entire performance. But when she returned to the carriage and
discovered the coachman had frozen to death, she did not shed a tear! She was deeply moved by a
fictional tragedy but completely untouched by a real one with which she was directly involved and for
which she was even directly responsible. It is amazing that so many people can become emotionally
involved in a movie, play, popular song, or TV program, weeping over tragedies and becoming
incensed at wrongs and injustices, and yet show no concern or compassion for the plight of a neighbor
or acquaintance who is in real need. In our artificial, self-centered world, fantasy often becomes more
meaningful than reality.  173

——————————

Do not devise against your neighbor evil and
[against] he who is dwelling to safety with
you. 

Proverbs
3:29

Do not devise evil against your neighbor or
[against] the one dwelling securely near you. 

Do not devise evil against your neighbor or against the one dwelling securely near  you. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Do not devise against your neighbor evil and [against] he who is dwelling to safety
with you. 

Latin Vulgate Practice not evil against your friend, when he has confidence in you. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Do not devise evil against your neighbor, seeing he dwells in peace beside you. 
Septuagint (Greek) Do not devise evil against your friend, living near you and trusting in you. 

Significant differences: Although the Greek adds an additional phrase at the end, it is in keeping with the
Hebrew.  The word safety in the Hebrew could be understood to mean confidence,
peace. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Do not make evil designs against your neighbour, when he is living with you without
fear. 

Easy English Your neighbour trusts you. 
Do not plot against him! Do not hurt him! 

Easy-to-Read Version Don’t make plans to hurt your neighbor. You live near each other for your own
safety! 

Good News Bible (TEV) Don't plan anything that will hurt your neighbors; they live beside you, trusting you. 
The Message Don't figure ways of taking advantage of your neighbor when he's sitting there

trusting and unsuspecting. 
Names of God Bible Do not plan to do something wrong to your neighbor 

while he is sitting there with you and suspecting nothing. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. Don't try to be mean to neighbors who trust you. 
The Living Bible Don't plot against your neighbor; he is trusting you. 
New Berkeley Version Do not devise harm against your neighbor, 

for trustingly he lives beside you. 
New Century Version Don't make plans to hurt your neighbor 

 From 173 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
2015. 

http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read
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who lives nearby and trusts you. 
New Life Version Do not plan for your neighbor to be hurt, while he trusts you enough to live beside

you. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Don't plot to do bad to a friend, or to those with whom you must travel. those who've
put trust in you. 

Beck’s American Translation Don’t plan to do wrong to your neighbor 
while he’s sitting there with you, suspecting nothing. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Never plot harm against the friend that suspects no harm of thee, or pick a quarrel
with one who has done thee no injury.  V. 30 is included for context. 

Translation for Translators Do not make plans to harm anyone you interact with regularly, 
because they live near you, and they trust you. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Never silence over your neighbor's evil, when he dwells by you in safety. 
Ferar-Fenton Bible Contrive not a wrong to your neighbour, When he trustfully rests at your side. 
Lexham English Bible Do not plot harm against your neighbor [who] dwells in confidence beside you. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

New American Bible (2002) Plot no evil against your neighbor, against him who lives at peace with you. 
New American Bible (2011) Do not plot evil against your neighbors, 

when they live at peace with you. 
New Jerusalem Bible Do not plot harm against your neighbour who is living unsuspecting beside you. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Don't plan harm against your neighbor who lives beside you trustingly. 
exeGeses companion Bible ...inscribe not evil against your friend  

seeing he settles confidently by you:... 
JPS (Tanakh—1985) Do not devise harm against your fellow 

Who lives trustfully with you. 
Orthodox Jewish Bible Devise not ra'ah against thy re'a, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Do not contrive or dig up or cultivate evil against your neighbor, who dwells
trustingly and confidently beside you. 

The Expanded Bible Don't ·make plans to hurt [intend evil toward] your neighbor 
who lives nearby and trusts you. 

The Geneva Bible Devise not evil against thy neighbour, seeing he dwelleth securely [That is, puts his
trust in you] by thee. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary Devise not evil against thy neighbor, by meditating upon wickedness and contriving
it, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee, without suspicion. 

NET Bible® Do not plot evil against your neighbor 
when he dwells by you unsuspectingly.  

Syndein/Thieme {Respect the Privacy of Those in Your Periphery} 
Do not fabricate evil against your neighbor . . . seeing he dwells securely by you. 
{Note: Here a system of lies or some other way to downgrade your neighbor - the
mind your own business principal.}. 

The Voice Make no plans that could result in injury to your neighbor; 
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after all, he should be more secure because he lives near you. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Do not machinate evil against your associate, When he is dwelling in trust with you." 
English Standard Version Do not plan evil against your neighbor, who dwells trustingly beside you. 
Green’s Literal Translation Do not plan evil against your neighbor, since he lives securely by you. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) Intend no hurt unto your neighbor, seeing he hopes to dwell in rest by you. 
New King James Version Do not devise evil against your neighbor, 

For he dwells by you for safety's sake. 
Updated Bible Version 2.11 Don't devise evil against your fellow man Who dwells securely by you. 
Young’s Updated LT Devise not against your neighbour evil, And he sitting confidently with you. 

The gist of this verse: During a crisis (or at any time), do not devise evil against a neighbor.  You should
be able to trust one another. 

Proverbs 3:29a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

chârash (çÈøÇù)
[pronounced chaw-

RAHASH]

to cut in, to engrave, to inscribe;
to fabricate [out of wood or

metal]; to fabricate, devise or
plot [evil]; to plough (cutting

furrows)

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #2790 

BDB #360

The NET Bible: The verb çÈøÇù (kharash) means “to cut in; to engrave; to plough; to devise.” The idea of plotting
is metaphorical for working, practicing or fabricating (BDB 360 s.v.).  174

The Pulpit Commentary: Devise not evil (al takharosh raah).  The meaning of this expression lies between
"fabricating evil" and "ploughing evil." The radical meaning of kharash, from which takharosh, is "to cut into,"
"to inscribe" letters on a tablet, cognate with the Greek carassein , "to cut into." But it is used in the sense of
"to plough" in Job. 4:18, "They that plough iniquity (khar"shey aven)," and Psalm 129:3, "The ploughers
ploughed (khar"shim khar"shim) upon my back".  (Hosea 10:13) This also appears from the context to be the
meaning in Prov. 6:14.  With these we may compare such expressions as "to plough a lie" (mh arotria qeudov
, rendered in the Authorized Version, "Devise not a lie"); see Prov. 7:12, and "to sow iniquity," cf.  Prov. 22:8
a cognate figure.  "To plough evil" is to devise evil, to prepare for it, just in the same way as a ploughman
prepares the land for sowing.  In this sense the verb is understood by the older commentators and by Ewald
and Delitzsch.  On the other hand, the verb may be used in its other signification, "to fabricate," and hence "to
contrive." The noun kharash is an artificer of iron, etc.  (Ex. 35:35 Deut. 27:15) "To fabricate evil" is, of course,
as the Authorized Version "to devise evil." The LXX, mh tekthnh , from tekteinomai , "to build," inclines to this
sense.  The Vulgate, ne moliaris, does not clear up the point, though moliri, usually "to contrive," is used by
Virgil, "Georg.," 1:494, "moliri terrain," of working or tilling the ground.  The verb also occurs in Prov. 6:19
Prov. 12:20 Prov. 14:22.  175

 From 174 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, courtesy of e-sword,175

Prov. 3:29. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Proverbs 3:29a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

)al (òÇì) [pronounced
ìahl]

upon, beyond, on, against,
above, over, by, beside

preposition of relative
proximity

Strong’s #5921 
BDB #752

rêa) (øÅòÇ) [pronounced
RAY-ahì]

associate, neighbor, colleague;
companion, friend; beloved;
fellow, acquaintance; fellow
citizen; another person; one,

another [in a reciprocal phrase]

masculine singular noun
with a 2  personnd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #7453 
BDB #945

râ)âh (øÇÄòÇä) [pronounced
raw-ÌAW]

evil, misery, distress, disaster,
injury, iniquity, aberration, that
which is morally reprehensible

feminine singular
adjective/noun

Strong’s #7451 
BDB #949

Translation: Do not devise evil against your neighbor...  All of this is in the context of a national disaster and you
look to help your neighbor, not to work against him.  In difficult times, you cannot be in it just for yourself.  You
have to be willing to help those near you. 

David warns Solomon against plotting or devising evil against his neighbor. 

As in the previous verses, even though the context is within a national disaster, these principles are always true. 
In a time of rest and prosperity, you do not devise evil against your neighbor. 

The Pulpit Commentary: This precept is directed against abuse of confidence...Devising evil against
a friend is at any time reprehensible, but to do so when he confides in and is altogether unsuspicious
of you, is an act of the greatest treachery, and an outrage on all law.  176

Proverbs 3:29b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

The NET Bible: The vav (å) prefixed to the pronoun introduces a disjunctive circumstantial clause: “when….”.  177

hûw( (äåÌà) [pronounced
hoo]

he, it; himself as a demonstrative
pronoun: that, this (one); same

3  person masculinerd

singular, personal
pronoun; sometimes the

verb to be, is implied

Strong’s #1931 
BDB #214

yâshab (éÈùÇá)
[pronounced yaw-

SHAH V]B

is inhabiting, is staying,
remaining, dwelling, residing;

sitting
Qal active participle

Strong's #3427 
BDB #442

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

 The Pulpit Commentary; 1880-1919; by Joseph S. Exell, Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, courtesy of e-sword,176

Prov. 3:29. 

 From 177 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm


199 The Book of Proverbs

Proverbs 3:29b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

b þach (áÌÀèÇç)e

[pronounced BEH-tahkh]
 as an adverb, safely, without

fear, securely, confidently
adverb

Strong’s #983 
BDB #105

(êth (àÆç) [pronounced
ayth]

with, at, near, by, among,
directly from

preposition (which is
identical to the sign of

the direct object) with the
2  person masculinend

singular suffix

Strong's #854
BDB #85

Translation: ...or [against] the one dwelling securely near you.  A warning not to plot evil against those who are
living securely near you or with you.  You do not act out against your neighbors.  Do not plot against your
neighbors. 

Application: This applies even to those people who spend some of their time complaining to the neighborhood
association about this or that neighbor.  For some, this is a great pleasure, to continually attack neighbors. 

Matthew Henry: Never trouble your neighbour with frivolous complaints and accusations, or vexatious
law-suits, when either there is no harm done you or none worth speaking of, or you might right
yourself in a friendly way. Law must be the last refuge; for it is not only our duty, but our interest, as
much as in us lies, to live peaceably with all men. When accounts are balanced, it will be found there
is little got by striving.  178

Application: Quite obviously, there are people with whom you will never get along.  This verse does not mean
that you need to have regular bbq’s with each and every one of your neighbors.  You may have little or no
association with them.  But, the idea is, you do not do evil against them. 

This is known as live and let live. 

Joe Guglielmo: Relationships would be easy if people were not involved. I know, brilliant but true! But
Solomon is saying to us that we should not go out looking for a fight. We should live at peace with
others. Now I realize that this is hard because the flesh gets in the way so often.When your friends,
when your parents, when your children, when your co-workers, when your neighbors strike out at you,
you have a choice to make. You can strike back or turn the other cheek.  179

The Apostle Paul had a lot to say about interpersonal relationships: Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold
fast to what is good.  Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not be
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another.
Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.  Repay no one evil for evil, but
give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with
all.  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will
repay, says the Lord."  To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good. (Rom 12:9–21; Deut. 32:35  Prov. 25:21–22; ESV; capitalized) 

 Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:27–35. 178

 From 179 http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read accessed February 7,
2015. 

http://www.ccmanitowoc.org/index.php/media1/messages/message/proverbs-2-3/read
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As an aside, people who do not understand the Bible today think that Jesus taught something that was brand
new—that the Old Testament was vengeful and mean, but Jesus taught that He was, instead, a God of love.  The
God of the Old Testament is the God of the New Testament.  If you will notice the portion quoted above by Paul
from the Old Testament (in purple, in quotation marks).  These are not new ideas; these are not things which
Jesus taught, that no man taught before.  These are principles right out of the Old Testament (in one case, right
out of the book of Proverbs). 

——————————

You will not contend with a man without
cause if he has not done you evil. 

Proverbs
3:30

You will not bring suit against a man without
cause if he has not done evil [to] you. 

You will not file a frivolous lawsuit against a man who has done you no wrong. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) You will not contend with a man without cause if he has not done you evil. 
Latin Vulgate Strive not against a man without cause, when he has done you no evil. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Do not contend with a man without a cause, if he has done you no harm. 
Septuagint (Greek) Do not quarrel with a man without a cause, lest he do you some harm. 

Significant differences: The Greek has a different sense here. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Do not take up a cause at law against a man for nothing, if he has done you no
wrong. 

Easy English Do not accuse an innocent man. 
He is not guilty, and he has not hurt you. 

Easy-to-Read Version Don’t take another person to court without a good reason. Don’t do that if he hasn’t
done anything wrong to you. 

Good News Bible (TEV) Don't argue with others for no reason when they have never done you any harm. 
The Message Don't walk around with a chip on your shoulder, always spoiling for a fight. 
NIRV Don't bring charges against anyone for no reason. 

They have not harmed you. 
New Simplified Bible Argue with no one if they have never done you any harm. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Don't accuse anyone without reason, 
when they haven't harmed you. 

Contemporary English V. Don't argue just to be arguing, when you haven't been hurt. 
The Living Bible Don't get into needless fights. 
New Century Version Don't accuse a person for no good reason; 

don't accuse someone who has not harmed you. 
New Life Version Do not fight with a man for no reason, when he has done you no wrong. 
New Living Translation Don't pick a fight without reason, 

when no one has done you harm. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible And don't quarrel without a good reason, so men don't plan to get even. 
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International Standard V Do not bring a lawsuit against a person for no reason, 
when he has done you no harm. 

Translation for Translators If someone has not harmed you, 
do not accuse him by saying that he has harmed you. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear Never argue with a human casually, if he has not paid you evil. 
Conservapedia Don't argue with a man without a reason if he hasn't done you any harm. 
Ferar-Fenton Bible Assail not a msn for a tride, Except in return for a wrong. 
Jubilee Bible 2000 Do not sue a man without cause, if he has done thee no harm. 
NIV – UK Do not accuse anyone for no reason - 

when they have done you no harm. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) Do not plot evil against your neighbor who lives trustingly beside you, 
nor fight a man without cause when he has done you no wrong.  V. 29 is included
for context. 

New Jerusalem Bible Do not pick a groundless quarrel with anyone who has done you no harm. 
New RSV Do not quarrel with anyone without cause, 

when no harm has been done to you. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

exeGeses companion Bible ...strive not with humanity gratuitously  
if he deals you no evil:... 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) Do not quarrel with a man for no cause, 
When he has done you no harm. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Strive not with adam without cause, if he have done thee no ra'ah. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Contend not with a man for no reason-when he has done you no wrong. 
The Expanded Bible Don't accuse a person for no good reason; 

don't accuse someone who has not harmed you. 
Kretzmann’s Commentary Strive not with a man without cause, thus increasing litigation, both within the

Church and without, if he have done thee no harm, both the taking of the initiative
in quarreling and of seeking revenge for a supposed insult being condemned here. 

NET Bible® Do not accuse anyone [Heb "a man."] without legitimate cause, 
if he has not treated you wrongly.  

Syndein/Thieme Strive not with a man without cause, if he has done you no harm.  {Note: This is the
'mind your own business' principal. Do not start trouble. Also fits for the
revolutionist.} 

The Voice Avoid fighting with anyone without good reason, 
especially when no one has hurt you; 
you have nothing to fight about. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Do not contend against a man gratuitously, When he has not dealt you evil." 
English Standard Version Do not contend with a man for no reason, when he has done you no harm. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) Strive not lightly with any man, where as he has done you no harm. 
Young’s Updated LT Strive not with a man without cause, If he have not done thee evil. 
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The gist of this verse: Do not contend with others. 

Proverbs 3:30

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

rîyb (øÄéá) [pronounced
ree v]b

to debate, to contend, to dispute;
to conduct a case or suit [against
someone], to make a complaint
[against someone]; to find fault

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #7378 

BDB #936

The NET Bible: The term øÄéá (riv) can mean “quarrel” or “legal accusation” (BDB 936 s.v.). Both ideas would
work but the more technical legal accusation fits the context better. This is a warning to not bring legal
accusations against anyone without a legitimate reason.  180

) îm (òÄí) [pronounced
ìeem]

with, at, by, near; like; from
preposition of nearness

and vicinity
Strong’s #5973 

BDB #767

(âdâm (àÈãÈí)
[pronounced aw-DAWM]

a man, a human being, mankind;
transliterated Adam

masculine singular noun
Strong's #120 &
#121  BDB #9

chinnâm (çÄðÌÈí)
[pronounced khin-

NAHM]

gratuitous, freely, for nothing; for
no purpose, in vain, without

cause, undeservedly
substantive/adverb

Strong’s #2600 
BDB #336

The NET Bible: Heb “gratuitously”; NIV, TEV “for no (+ good NCV) reason.” The adverb çÄðÌÈí (khinam) means
“without cause, undeservedly,” especially of groundless hostility (HALOT 334 s.v. 3; BDB 336 s.v. c).  181

(îm (àÄí) [pronounced
eem]

if, though; lo, behold; oh that, if
only; when, since, though when
(or, if followed by a perfect tense

which refers to a past event)

primarily an hypothetical
particle

Strong's #518 
BDB #49

lô( (ìÉà or ìåÉà)
[pronounced low]

not, no
negates the word or

action that follows; the
absolute negation

Strong’s #3808 
BDB #518

gâmal (âÌÈîÇì) [pronounced
gaw-MAHL]

to produce [fruit]; to wean; to do,
to make; to give, to recompense;
to reward, to bestow [blessings
as a result of a stage of growth;

ò
-

when followed by ì ]

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal perfect with
the 2  person masculinend

singular suffix

Strong’s #1580 
BDB #168

râ)âh (øÇÄòÇä) [pronounced
raw-ÌAW]

evil, misery, distress, disaster,
injury, iniquity, aberration, that
which is morally reprehensible

feminine singular
adjective/noun

Strong’s #7451 
BDB #949

 From 180 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 181 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 
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Translation: You will not bring suit against a man without cause if he has not done evil [to] you.  Some of David’s
advice is good under any circumstance.  You don’t pick a fight with someone who has done you no harm. 

The verb is rîyb (øÄéá) [pronounced ree v], and it means, to debate, to contend, to dispute; to conduct a case or suitb

[against someone], to make a complaint [against someone]; to find fault.  Strong’s #7378  BDB #936.  The adverb
is chinnâm (çÄðÌÈí) [pronounced khin-NAHM], which means, gratuitous, freely, for nothing; for no purpose, in vain,
without cause, undeservedly.  The idea is without foundation; so you are not to bring suit against another person
for frivolous reasons.  Strong’s #2600  BDB #336.  This might be better understood: You will not file a frivolous
lawsuit against a man who has done you no wrong. 

Clarke: Do not be of a litigious, quarrelsome spirit...If you must appeal to judicial authority to bring him
that wrongs you to reason, avoid all enmity, and do nothing in a spirit of revenge.  182

It is in our nature to be contentious.  However, for the most part, God wants us to cool our jets. 

Preacher’s Complete Homiletical Commentary on Unlawful Strife

I. Strife is unlawful when no good can come from striving. The purpose or end of the strife must be the test
as to whether it is right or wrong. Mere assertion of our rights or material gain is not the highest good. If
Abraham had pushed the quarrel between his herdsmen and those of Lot there can be no doubt that
Abraham could have established a lawful claim to a choice of the land. But the good to be gained by
striving was not worthy to be compared with the harm that would have been done, and therefore Abraham
nobly forbore to insist on his rights. 

II. Causeless strife is a self-infliction. A man can hardly be involved in lawful strife without mental agitation,
how much more when he strives without cause. When the four winds of heaven seem to meet upon the
sea, the waters foam and toss in ceaseless agitation. The winds must cease to strive before the calm can
come. A man involved in an unlawful quarrel is like such a troubled sea. Reason and passion, heaven and
hell, contend within him for the mastery, and while the battle lasts he must be miserable. 

III. Strife rarely ends with those who begin it. Man's relationship to his fellows renders it impossible for the
result of his good or evil deeds to remain with himself alone. If the head of a family enters into a quarrel,
the children will probably imbibe the spirit and suffer from the consequences. If kings and rulers involve
a nation in unnecessary war, they bring needless suffering upon thousands of innocent people. This
consideration alone ought to make men beware of entering into a quarrel. 

IV. Causeless strife in the children of God gives a false representation of their Father's character. They are
God's representatives upon earth, they are expected to fashion their lives upon the Divine model (Mat ).
God is a God of peace (1Th 5:23). His contention is only with sin, and its end is the establishment of
peace upon earth by righteousness.

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/phc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 6, 2015 (edited).  

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Application: Our courts in the United States are choked with such lawsuits.  We have atheists petitioning the
courts to restrict free expression; homosexuals filing lawsuits against businesses which do not want to participate
in their weddings, and people who sue simply to make money, often hoping to profit by filing nuisance suits against
large corporations. 

Gill: if he have done you no harm; [if there is] no real hurt to your person, nor injury to your substance;
if he has not abused nor defrauded you, nor taken any thing from you by force or fraud, nor withheld
from you what is your right and due...otherwise the laws of God and man ought to take place; right
may be sought for, and justice should be done.  183

 Adam Clarke, Commentary on the Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:30 (slightly edited). 182

 Dr. John Gill, John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible; from e-Sword, Prov. 3:30. 183

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/phc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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vv. 29–30 read: Do not devise evil against your neighbor or [against] the one dwelling securely near you.  You
will not bring suit against a man without cause if he has not done evil [to] you.  The translation used below is
the ESV; capitalized. 

Live and let live; do not plot evil against your neighbor

Scripture Commentary

Prov. 6:12–15  A worthless person, a wicked man, goes about with
crooked speech, winks with his eyes, signals with his feet, points
with his finger, with perverted heart devises evil, continually sowing
discord; therefore calamity will come upon him suddenly; in a
moment he will be broken beyond healing. 

Some people spend their lives sowing
discord among people. 

Prov. 16:27–30  A worthless man plots evil, and his speech is like
a scorching fire.  A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer
separates close friends.  A man of violence entices his neighbor and
leads him in a way that is not good.  Whoever winks his eyes plans
dishonest things; he who purses his lips brings evil to pass. 

All kinds of evil can be propagated with
the tongue.  Some will use dishonesty in
order to cause strife. 

Prov. 25:8–10  Do not hastily bring into court, for what will you do in
the end, when your neighbor puts you to shame?  Argue your case
with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another's secret, lest
he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have
no end. 

It is recommended that we not take our
neighbors to court. 

Prov. 29:22  A man of wrath stirs up strife, and one given to anger
causes much transgression. 

The mental attitude sin anger opens up a
floodgate of other sins. 

Psalm 35:20–21  For they do not speak peace, but against those
who are quiet in the land they devise words of deceit.  They open
wide their mouths against me; they say, "Aha, Aha! Our eyes have
seen it!" 

The quiet in the land are those who are
law-abiding; and others bring words of
deceit against them.  They even lie about
what they have seen. 

Psalm 55:20–21  My companion stretched out his hand against his
friends; he violated his covenant.  His speech was smooth as butter,
yet war was in his heart; his words were softer than oil, yet they
were drawn swords. 

Someone can appear to speak softly and
kindly, but their words are like drawn
swords. 

Micah 2:1–3  Woe to those who devise wickedness and work evil on
their beds!  When the morning dawns, they perform it, because it is
in the power of their hand.  They covet fields and seize them, and
houses, and take them away; they oppress a man and his house,
a man and his inheritance.  Therefore thus says the LORD: behold,
against this family I am devising disaster, from which you cannot
remove your necks, and you shall not walk haughtily, for it will be a
time of disaster. 

Some people spend their nights thinking
how they might cheat their neighbor; and
in the daytime, they go about their evil. 
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Live and let live; do not plot evil against your neighbor

Scripture Commentary

Rom. 12:16–21  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be
arrogant, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own
sight.  Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
honorable in the sight of all.  If possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I
will repay, says the Lord."  To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry,
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing
you will heap burning coals on his head."  Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good. (Slightly edited)

Live and let live; even with your personal
enemies.  This is not to be misconstrued
to mean that we ignore enemy
aggression or that we do not defend
ourselves against criminals. 

1Cor. 6:1–7  When one of you has a grievance against another,
does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 
Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the
world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial
cases?  Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much
more, then, matters pertaining to this life!  So if you have such
cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in
the church?  I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one
among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers,
but brother goes to law against brother, and that before
unbelievers?  To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a
defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be
defrauded? 

Do not sue one another.  We will judge
the angels, so why place our own
matters before unrepentant sinners? 

2Tim. 2:24–26  And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but
kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting
his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come
to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being
captured by him to do his will. 

Again, this is live and let live; this is the
operation of impersonal love toward all
mankind. 

Some of these passages suggested from Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others
about 1880, with introduction by R. A. Torrey; courtesy of E-sword, Prov. 3:29, 30. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

One of the reasons that the believer needs a lot of Bible teaching is, so many believers act exactly the opposite
of what the Bible says—obviously, they act on the basis of their own sin nature, but most often, it is also out of
ignorance for what Scripture clearly tells us. 

Wiersbe: The Book of Proverbs is the best manual you'll find on people skills, because it was given
to us by the God who made us, the God who can teach us what we need to know about human
relationships, whether it's marriage, the family, the neighborhood, the job, or our wider circle of friends
and acquaintances. If we learn and practice God's wisdom as presented in Proverbs, we'll find
ourselves improving in people skills and enjoying life much more.   In other words, if you want the184

manual of human behavior, you go to the God who made man, and His Word where it is all explained. 

——————————

 From 184 http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 3, 2015.  Constable is
quoting Wiersbe, p. 97.

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3
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Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Discourse 7c: The Benefits of Wisdom (God Blesses the Believer who has Wisdom)

You will not be envious in a man of violence
and you will not choose in all his ways; for
an abomination of Y howah [is the] perversee

and to [those with] integrity [is] His council. 

Proverbs
3:31–32

Do not be envious of a violent man and do not
choose [to follow] any of his paths, for the
perverse [or, deviant] is an abomination of
Y howah, and His fellowship e [or, council] is
with those of integrity. 

Do not be envious of violent men and do not follow any of their path, for perverse men are an abomination
of Jehovah, Who enjoys fellowship only with men of integrity. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) You will not be envious in a man of violence and you will not choose in all his ways;
for an abomination of Y howah [is the] perverse and to [those with] integrity [is] Hise

council. 
Latin Vulgate Envy not the unjust man, and do not follow his ways.  For every mocker is an

abomination to the Lord, and his communication is with the simple. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Do not envy a wicked man, and choose none of his ways.  For the wicked man is

an abomination in the presence of the LORD: but the secret of the LORD is with the
upright. 

Septuagint (Greek) Do not procure the reproaches of bad men, neither shall you covet their ways. 
For every transgressor is unclean before the Lord, neither does he sit among the
righteous. 

Significant differences: The Hebrew has to choose; but the Latin has follow and the Greek has covet.  The
Syriac has secret, when it ought to read abomination.  The final sentence in the
Greek is different from the Hebrew. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English Have no envy of the violent man, or take any of his ways as an example.  
For the wrong-hearted man is hated by the Lord, but he is a friend to the upright. 

Easy English Do not be jealous of cruel men! 
Do not behave like them! 
God hates evil men. 
Honest men are friends of God. 

Easy-to-Read Version Some people are easily angered and quickly do bad things. Don’t be like that. 
Why? Because the Lord hates evil people and he supports good, honest people. 

Good News Bible (TEV) Don't be jealous of violent people or decide to act as they do, because the LORD
hates people who do evil, but he takes righteous people into his confidence. 

The Message Don't try to be like those who shoulder their way through life. Why be a bully?  
"Why not?" you say. Because GOD can't stand twisted souls. It's the straightforward
who get his respect. 

Names of God Bible Do not envy a violent person. 
Do not choose any of his ways. 

The devious person is disgusting to Yahweh. 
Yahweh's intimate advice is with decent people. 

NIRV Don't be jealous of a person who hurts others. 
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Don't choose any of their ways. 
The Lord really hates sinful people. 

But he makes honest people his closest friends. 
New Simplified Bible Do not be jealous of violent people or decide to act as they do. 

Jehovah hates people who do evil. He takes righteous people into his confidence. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible Don't envy violent people 
or choose any of their ways. 

Devious people are detestable to the Lord, 
but the virtuous are his close friends. 

Contemporary English V. Don't be jealous of cruel people or follow their example.  The LORD doesn't like
anyone who is dishonest, but he lets good people be his friends. 

The Living Bible Don't envy violent men. Don't copy their ways.  For such men are an abomination
to the Lord, but he gives his friendship to the godly. 

New Berkeley Version Do not envy a violent man, 
nor choose any of his ways, 
for an abomination to the LORD is the perverse, 
but His intimate counsel is with the upright. 

New Century Version Don't be jealous of those who use violence, 
and don't choose to be like them. 

The Lord hates those who do wrong, 
but he is a friend to those who are honest. 

New Life Version Do not be jealous of a man who hurts others, and do not choose any of his ways. 
For the bad man is hated by the Lord, but He is near to those who are right with
Him. 

New Living Translation Don't envy violent people 
or copy their ways. 

Such wicked people are detestable to the Lord, 
but he offers his friendship to the godly. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Don't follow the evil of those you despise, nor ever be jealous of the bad things they
do.  And because God considers lawbreakers unclean, the righteous should not sit
among them. 

Beck’s American Translation Don’t envy a criminal 
or wish you had any of his ways, 
because the LORD is disgusted with anyone doing wrong 
but is a close friend of those who are right. 

International Standard V Do not envy a violent man, 
and do not emulate his lifestyle [Lit. ways]. 

Indeed, a perverse man is utterly disgusting [Lit. an abomination] to the LORD, 
but he takes the upright into his confidence [Lit. but his secret counsel is with
the upright]. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Do not envy the prosperity of the wrong-doer, and be led away by his example;
knavery the Lord hates, and keeps for honest men his familiar friendship. 

Translation for Translators Do not envy people who obtain things by violent actions, 
and do not imitate/do what they do. 

I say that because Yahweh considers such people to be abominable/detestable; 
but he is a friend to all those who do what is right. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 
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Ancient Roots Translinear Never be-jealous of the man of violence, and never choose any of his ways 
wandering from Yahweh for abominations: His secret is with the upright. 

Conservapedia Don't envy oppressors, and don't follow his ways.   For the adverse is abomination
to the LORD: but his secret is with the righteous. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible To be like the villain desire not, And never delight in his ways. For the LORD has
disgust at the scoundrel, But the honest have Him for a. friend. 

NIV – UK Do not envy the violent 
or choose any of their ways. 

For the Lord detests the perverse 
but takes the upright into his confidence. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) Do not envy the man of violence or follow his example. 
For Yahweh hates the wicked but guides the honest. 

The Heritage Bible Do not be jealous of a violent man, and do not choose any of his ways, Because he
who turns away is morally disgusting to Jehovah, and his assembled counsel is with
the upright. 

New American Bible (2002) Envy not the lawless man and choose none of his ways: 
To the LORD the perverse man is an abomination, but with the upright is his
friendship. 

New American Bible (2011) Do not envy the violent 
and choose none of their ways [Prv 23:17; 24:1, 19; Ps 37:1.]: 
To the LORD the devious are an abomination, 
but the upright are close to him. 

New Jerusalem Bible Do not envy the man of violence, never model your conduct on his; 
for the wilful wrong-doer is abhorrent to Yahweh, who confides only in the honest. 

New RSV Do not envy the violent 
and do not choose any of their ways; 
for the perverse are an abomination to the Lord, 
but the upright are in his confidence. 

Revised English Bible Do not emulate a violent person or choose to follow his example; 
for one who is not straight is detestable to the LORD, but those who are upright are
in God's confidence. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible Don't envy a man of violence, don't choose any of his ways; for the perverse is an
abomination to ADONAI, but he shares his secret counsel with the upright. 

exeGeses companion Bible ...neither envy the man of violence  
nor choose his ways:  
for he who perverts is abhorrence to Yah Veh;  
and his private counsel is with the straight. 

JPS (Tanakh—1985) Do not envy a lawless man, 
Or choose any of his ways; 
For the devious man is an abomination to the Lord, 
But He is intimate with the straightforward. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Envy thou not the ish chamas, and choose none of his drakhim. 
For the perverse person is to'avat (detestable) to Hashem; but His sod (secret,
intimate counsel) is with the yesharim (upright ones). 

The Scriptures 1998 Do not envy a cruel man, And choose none of his ways; 
For the perverse one is an abomination to éäåä, And His secret counsel is with the
straight. 
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Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Do not resentfully envy and be jealous of an unscrupulous, grasping man, and
choose none of his ways.  For the perverse are an abomination [extremely
disgusting and detestable] to the Lord; but His confidential communion and secret
counsel are with the [uncompromisingly] righteous (those who are upright and in
right standing with Him). 

The Expanded Bible Don't be jealous of those who use violence,
and don't ·choose to be like them [ prefer their path; of life]. L C

·The Lord hates those who do wrong [ The devious are an abomination to the Lord], L

but he is a ·friend [confidant] to those who are ·honest [virtuous]. 
Kretzmann’s Commentary Envy thou not the oppressor, the man of violence or mischief, no matter how

successful his methods may seem, and choose none of his ways, in the hope of
rising in the world by such methods.  For the froward, the malicious person, the
deceiver, is abomination, an abhorrence, to the Lord, wherefore his lot will be that
of everlasting destruction; but His secret is with the righteous, literally, "toward the
upright His secret compact," they enjoy His friendship, the intimate fellowship with
Him. 

NET Bible® Do not envy a violent man, 
and do not choose to imitate [Heb "do not choose."] any of his ways; 
for one who goes astray is an abomination to the Lord, 
but he reveals [Heb "but with the upright is his intimate counsel." The phrase "he
reveals" does not appear in the Hebrew text, but is supplied in the translation for the
sake of smoothness and clarity.] his intimate counsel to the upright.  

Syndein/Thieme Do not {intensively} envy { qana'} the oppressor {'iysh}.  {Note: Qana' here is the
Piel intensive stem meaning a lack of being relaxed - behind all the bad
relationships being covered is 'mental attitude'. And, 'iysh we know from the
previous verse is the one who is a bully or does not mind his own business.}  And
choose none of his Ways.  {Note: Means do not 'retaliate' or bully back or spread
rumors about him because he did about you.} 
For the 'perverted one' {luwz} is abomination to Jehovah/God.  {Note: The person
who is minus Divine Viewpoint in his soul - no doctrine - is the perverted one. They
can not Walk the righteous way of God if they do not know the righteous Way of
God.}  But His secret is with the righteous {yashar}.  {Note: His 'secret' is divine
viewpoint - it is unknown to the unbeliever and the believer negative to the study of
doctrine.}. 

The Voice Do not envy someone who profits at the expense of others 
or copy any of his tyrannical ways, 

For crooked people are detestable to the Eternal, 
but those with integrity receive His counsel. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version Do not be jealous of the violent man, And do not choose any of his ways." 
For the devious man is an abhorrence to Yahweh, Yet His intimacy is with the
upright." 

Context Group Version Don't envy the man of violence, And choose none of his ways. 
For the perverse is disgusting to YHWH; But his confidantship is with the upright. 

Emphasized Bible Do not thou envy the man of violence, neither choose thou any of his ways; 
For, an abomination to Yahweh, is the tortuous man, but, with the upright, he is
intimate. 

English Standard V. – UK Do not envy a man of violence 
and do not choose any of his ways, 

for the devious person is an abomination to the Lord, 
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but the upright are in his confidence. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) Follow not a wicked man, and choose none of his ways: for the Lord abhors the

froward, but his secret is among the righteous. 
NASB Do not envy a man of violence 

And do not choose any of his ways. 
For the devious are an abomination to the Lord; 
But He is intimate [Lit His private counsel is] with the upright. 

New European Version Don’t envy the man of violence; choose none of his ways. For the perverse person
is an abomination to Yahweh, but His friendship is with the upright. 

New King James Version Do not envy the oppressor, 
And choose none of his ways; 
For the perverse person is an abomination to the Lord, 
But His secret counsel is with the upright. 

Webster’s Bible Translation Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. 
For the froward [is] abomination to the LORD: but his secret [is] with the righteous. 

Young’s Updated LT Be not envious of a man of violence, Nor fix on any of his ways.  For an abomination
to Jehovah is the perverted, And with the upright is His secret counsel. 

The gist of this verse: Solomon is warned not to be envious of the violent man or to follow his ways.  God
counsel or fellowship is with the upright, not with the deviant. 

Proverbs 3:31a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

qânâ( (÷ÈðÈà) [pronounced
kaw-NAW]

to be jealous, to be envious; to
be zealous for; to excite jealous
anger; to become intensely red

or black from dye

2  person masculinend

singular, Piel imperfect
Strong’s #7065 

BDB #888

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, at, by, near, on, with,
before, against, by means of,

among, within
a preposition of proximity

No Strong’s # 
BDB #88

(îysh (àÄéù) [pronounced
eesh]

a man, a husband; anyone; a
certain one; each, each one,

everyone

masculine singular
construct (sometimes
found where we would

use a plural)

Strong's #376 
BDB #35

châmâç (çÈîÈñ)
[pronounced khaw-

MAWS]

violence, wrong, cruelty,
oppression; that which is gained

by violence and wrongdoing
masculine singular noun

Strong’s #2555 
BDB #329

The NET Bible: Heb “a man of violence.” The noun çÈîÈñ (khamas, “violence”) functions as an attributive genitive.
The word itself means “violence, wrong” (HALOT 329 s.v.) and refers to physical violence, social injustice, harsh
treatment, wild ruthlessness, injurious words, hatred, and general rudeness (BDB 329 s.v.).  185

 From 185 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Translation: Do not be envious of a violent man...  There are men who take everything by violence; the acquire
things from force; and they bully others to get their way.  David tells Solomon not to be envious of such. 

Now, strictly speaking, Solomon will be king (he is king when he writes this but he was not when David said these
things to him), so this can be strictly applied to other kings and rulers who gain all that they have by force.  David
is warning Solomon not to be drawn into being envious of such men. 

This certainly has a wider application for us. 

The emphasis here is more on personal envy towards that which belongs to others, rather than to jealousy of
a wife, husband, girl friend or boy friend.  The Hebrew word can be used for both. 

Envy is a mental attitude sin which can never be satisfied.  There are always those who have a larger house
than you do; you will always catch sight of a car nicer and newer than yours (for me, for most of my life, it was
pretty much any car on my street (); there is always someone with a better looking wife; better behaving
children; a larger television; etc.  If you are prone to envy, then you will find those who have more than you and
you will resent them for it. 

The Doctrine of Envy

1. The Hebrew verb for envy: qânâ( (÷ÈðÈà) [pronounced kaw-NAW], which means to be jealous, to be envious. 
It is found only in the Piel and Hiphil.  The verb for jealous is in the Hiphil; therefore it is rendered caused
to become jealous, stirred up to jealousy, provoked to jealousy.  Strong’s #7065  BDB #888. 

2. There is also the feminine noun cognate: qin (âh (÷ÄðÀàÈä) [pronounced kin-AWH], which means, passion;e

zeal, jealousy, ardour, envy.  Strong’s #7068  BDB #888. 
3. The Greek word is phthonos (öèüíïò) [pronounced FTHOHN-oss], which means, envy; for envy, i.e.

prompted by envy.  Thayer definitions only.  Strong’s #5355. 
4. Envy is a mental attitude sin.  Gal. 5:21  1Peter 2:1 
5. Isaac’s problem with the Philistines is, many of them envied him because he was so successful. 

Therefore, they often made life difficult for him.  Gen. 26:11–17 
6. Related to Jacob’s trouble in his marriages is Rachel’s jealousy of her sister Leah, even though Jacob

loved Rachel much more (Gen. 30:1–3).  Even though you may think, well Jacob had many sons because
of this jealousy between sisters; this is God simply taking a bad situation and turning it to good. 

7. Jealousy motivated Joseph’s brothers, who eventually trapped him with the intent of selling him into
slavery.  This was another bad situation which God turned to good.  Gen. 37:11, 18–28 

8. Jealousy motivated those who rebelled against Moses, which envy led to their deaths.  Psalm 106:16–18 
9. Good health is related to having a good mental attitude and not entertaining mental attitude sins like envy. 

Prov. 14:30 
10. David warns against being envious of those who do wrong.  Psalm 37:1 
11. David warns against being envious of those who are violent.  Psalm 3:31 
12. Asaph warns against being envious of the arrogant when they might appear to be prosperous.  This

caused Asaph to stumble in his spiritual life.  Psalm 73:3–13 
13. We are warned in Proverbs not to be jealous of those who do evil—they are cursed before God and have

no eternal future.  Prov. 24:1 –9, 19–20 
14. We are warned not to be jealous of sinners (possibly criminals); and again, this is because they will be

cut off from God.  Prov. 23:17–18 
15. Being envious of your neighbor is empty and striving after the wind.  Eccles. 4:4 
16. Jealousy is used of God as an anthropopathism.  Deut. 32:20–22  Psalm 78:58  
17. Jesus was delivered up because of envy.  Matt. 27:18  Mark 15:10 
18. Those who have rejected God are filled with envy and other mental attitude sins.  Rom. 1:22–31 
19. There will always be rich and there will always be poor.  There is no political or economic system which

will ever change this.  Furthermore, there will always be those who are unjustly poor and those who are
unjustly rich.  We live in the devil’s world. 

20. We do pass reasonable laws to deal with people who steal from others, whether it be a low-level thief or
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a dishonest stock broker.  Such laws should be just, reasonably applied, and they will help the problem,
but they will not eliminate inequity in this world. 

21. As an aside, envy helps to explain the socialist movement in the United States. 
1) Socialists have a two-pronged approach to sell their ideology: 

(1) Envy towards those who have wealth; and therefore, they are seen as those who are
legitimate to plunder. 

(2) False sympathy toward the poor.  Whereas few would argue against taking care of the
helpless; there is the problem with making it seem as if the rich have somehow plundered the
poor, and therefore the poor have a right to the wealth of the rich.  Again, this is related to
envy.  It has nothing to do with social justice (or any other kind of justice); it is related to the
seizure of power. 

(3) In reality, those who see socialism as some sort of a cause and are envious of the so-called
1% will not see their own personal wealth increased if socialism becomes more widespread. 
It is those who are in power who seize the wealth and seize more power.  In socialism, the
movement is always toward two classes of people: the political class who rule and control
most of the businesses; and the workers, who get to split up whatever is leftover. 

(4) Socialism is all about wanting power; and the ideology of socialism is sold in order to raise
up some true believers.  Socialists who want power cannot simply seize it; they need those
who will help them seize it.  So the concept of economic justice is sold; the concept of a fair
distribution of wealth is sold—because a revolutionary movement, whether violent or within
an existing system of government, must have adherents to help the leaders seize power. 
They must have true believers, whether they themselves believe in the movement or not. 

2) Our own president, on many occasions, has encouraged people to be envious (I write this in 2015,
speaking of President Obama).  In every one of his state of the union speeches, and often on his
college campus speeches, he calls for more taxation of the wealthy.  “They can afford to give just
a little bit more.”  A political leader can always call for the wealthy to give just a little bit more, if
those in his periphery are envious of the wealthy. 

3) For the socialist and the liberal, there is often never a tax bracket that is too high.  This does not
put more into the hands of the poor; this puts more money and power into the hands of the political
class. 

4) If at any time you find yourself thinking, “You know what; those Wall Street types really make too
much money and they don’t work as hard as my gardener Pedro does.  They need to be taxed a
little more;” you are either filled with envy or you have simply been brainwashed to think that
government is some sort of benevolent institution which collects money from the bad and gives it
to the good.  However, more taxes is all about money and power; it has nothing to do with Pedro
your gardener.  If Pedro is not making enough, then you need to pay him more. 

22. In any case, no matter what you do, what political system you impose, no matter what laws you pass,
there will always be rich and there will always be poor. 

23. There is a fascinating passage in Philip. 1:15, which I need to study a bit more, that says some proclaim
Christ out of envy and rivalry. 

24. 1Tim. 6:3–5  If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and understands
nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy,
dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant friction among people who are depraved in mind and
deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. (ESV)  Paul was concerned that some
slaves who have believed in Jesus Christ might take advantage of their masters who are brothers in
Christ. 

25. Envy is often a part of the unbeliever’s life.  Titus 3:1–5 
26. The believer needs to set aside sins like envy when moving forward in the Christian life.  1Peter 2:1–5 

I did not find this doctrine on any of the Bible sites that I use as reference.  I may need to return to this doctrine
and do more work on it. 
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The Doctrine of Envy has also been posted (HTML)  (PDF)  (WPD). 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Proverbs 3:31b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

(al (àÇì) [pronounced al]

no, not; nothing; none; neither,
nor; do not, let not [with a verb];

let there not be [with an
understood verb];

adverb of negation;
conjunction of

prohibiting, dehorting,
deprecating, desire that
something not be done

Strong’s #408 
BDB #39

bâchar (áÌÈçÇø)
[pronounced baw-

KHAHR]

to choose; Gesenius also lists to
prove, to try, to examine, to

approve, to choose, to select; to
love, to delight in [something], to

desire

2  person masculinend

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong's #977 

BDB #103

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, through; at, by, near, on,
upon; with, before, against; by

means of; among; within
a preposition of proximity

Strong’s# none 
BDB #88

kôl (ëÌÉì) [pronounced
kohl]

with a plural noun, it is rendered
all of, all; any of

masculine singular
construct with a

masculine plural noun

Strong’s #3605 
BDB #481

Literally, in all.  Although I don’t have this in the lexicons, it is rendered by the most literal translations as among
all, through all, throughout all, with all. 

d râkîym (ãÌÀøÈëÄéí)e

[pronounced deh-raw-
KEEM]

ways, roads, paths; journeys,
courses; works; towards;

manner, habit, a way [of life,
living]; of moral character

masculine plural noun
with the 3  personrd

masculine singular suffix

Strong's #1870 
BDB #202

Translation: ...and do not choose [to follow] any of his paths,...  David warns Solomon to not become like these
men; do not follow them in their ways.  A king may become rich by plundering others; and David is telling Solomon
not to do this. 

V. 31: Do not be envious of a violent man and do not choose [to follow] any of his paths,...  Although this is
probably a strict application for Solomon not to observe a king who sends out his soldiers year after year to
plunder others; this principle can be taken generally as well. 

Beginning with v. 32, the wicked will be renounced in each of the following verses and the blessings of the
righteous by God will be found in each verse as well.   We will sum these up at the end of v. 35, which is the end186

of this chapter.  So, in every verse that follows, we have blessings and cursings.  In vv. 32–34, the cursing comes
first; and in v. 35, the blessing comes first. 

 Rickard points this out 186 http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed February 1, 2015. 

http://kukis.org/Doctrines/envy.htm
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/envy.pdf
http://kukis.org/Doctrines/envy.wpd
http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/
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Proverbs 3:32a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kîy (ëÌÄé) [pronounced kee]
for, that, because; when, at that

time, which, what time
explanatory or temporal
conjunction; preposition

Strong's #3588 
BDB #471

tôw)êvâh (úÌåÉòÅåÈä)
[pronounced to-ìay-

VAWH]

disgusting act, an abomination,
abhorrent, an abhorrent act

feminine singular noun
Strong’s #8441 

BDB #1072

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

The NET Bible: Heb “abomination of the Lord.” The term éÀäåÈä (yÿhvah, “the Lord”) functions as a genitive of
respect: “abomination to the Lord.” It is loathsome or detestable to him. Things that are repugnant to the Lord
are usually the most heinous of crimes and gross violations of rituals.  187

lûwz (ìåÌæ) [pronounced
looze]

perverted, perverse; wicked,
perverseness, wickedness;

deviousness
Niphal participle

Strong’s #3868 
BDB #531

The NET Bible: The basic meaning of the verb ìåÌæ (luz) is “to turn aside; to depart” (BDB 531 s.v.). The Niphal
stem is always used figuratively of moral apostasy from the path of righteousness: (1) “to go astray” (Prov 2:15;
3:32; 14:2) and (2) “crookedness” in action (Isa 30:12; see HALOT 522 s.v. ìåæ nif; BDB 531 s.v. Niph).  188

Translation: ...for the perverse [or, deviant] is an abomination of Y howah,...e   Perversity or wickedness is an
abomination to God.  So Solomon is told to look toward God and decide what to do. 

Application: If something is clearly wrong before God, then you don’t do it. 

There are a number of things listed in the Bible which are abominations to God. 

Abominations to God in the Book of Proverbs

1. The corrupt or deviant person is an abomination of the LORD.  Prov. 3:32
2. False weights or scales in business are an abomination to the LORD in Prov. 11:1  20:23.  This simply

means that cheating in business and cheating your customers is abhorrent to the Lord. 
3. Those with a false heart and lying lips are an abomination to God in Prov. 11:20  12:22. 
4. The sacrifice of the wicked.  Prov. 15:8 
5. Evil plans.  Prov. 15:26.  
6. The arrogant.  Prov. 16:5 
7. The wrongdoing of wicked kings.  Prov. 16:12 
8. Those who justify the wicked and condemn the righteous.  Prov. 17:15 
9. Those who mock Bible Doctrine.  Prov. 24:9 
10. The prayers of those who turn away from learning Bible Doctrine.  Prov. 28:9 
11. The unjust man.  Prov. 29:27a.

This is taken from James Rickard  and edited.  189

 From 187 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 188 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 189 http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed January 31, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/
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Related to this are the 7 abominations of Prov. 6: There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an
abomination to him: haughty eyes [= arrogance], a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood [murder, the
only overt sin that is named], a heart that devises wicked plans [this has so many applications; but this is a person
who goes out of his way to oppose God], feet that make haste to run to evil [the person who not only sins, but
celebrates his sins], a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.
(Prov. 6:16–19; ESV edited with additional comments) 

Proverbs 3:32b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

(êth (àÆç) [pronounced
ayth]

with, at, near, by, among,
directly from

preposition (which is
identical to the sign of

the direct object)

Strong's #854
BDB #85

Owens lists this as the direct object, but it appears to function like the preposition instead. 

yâshâr (éÈùÈø)
[pronounced yaw-

SHAWR]

right, correct, accurate, lacking
in contradictions, upright,

straight, uniform, having internal
integrity, even

masculine plural
adjective which can act
like a substantive; with a

definite article

Strong’s #3477 
BDB #449

çôwd (ñ|ã) [pronounced
sohd]

a sitting together, an assembly
[of friends, judges, of the wicked,
of the Godhead]; a deliberation,

a council

masculine singular noun
with the 3  personrd

masculine singular suffix

Strong’s #5475 
BDB #691

This noun properly means a couch, a cushion.   In general, it is used to mean a council, counsel, because it
refers to people sitting around in a group for conversation (Jer. 6:11  15:17).  More specifically, its meanings
are ì a sitting together, an assembly [of friends, judges, of the wicked, of the Godhead]; í A deliberation, a
counsel; î familiar conversation, familiar acquaintance (Job 19:19  Prov. 55:15); ï a secret (Prov. 11:13  20:19 
25:9  Amos 3:7). 

Barnes:  The word used here - ñåã  sôd - means properly couch, cushion; and then, a divan, a circle of friends190

sitting together on couches for familiar conversation, or for counsel. 

The NET Bible: Heb “his counsel.” The noun ñåÉã (sod) can refer to (1) “intimate circle” of friends and confidants,
(2) “confidential discussion” among friends and confidants, or “secret counsel” revealed from one confidant to
another and kept secret and (3) relationship of “intimacy” with a person (BDB 691 s.v.; HALOT 745 s.v.). God
reveals his secret counsel to the heavenly assembly (Job 15:8; Jer 23:18, 22) and his prophets (Amos 3:7). God
has brought the angels into his “intimate circle” (Ps 89:8). Likewise, those who fear the Lord enjoy an intimate
relationship with him (Job 29:4; Ps 25:14; Prov 3:32). The perverse are repugnant to the Lord, but he takes the
upright into his confidence and brings him into his intimate circle.  191

 Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament; from e-Sword, Psalm 64:2. 190

 From 191 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:32b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

Rickard: In Hebrew it literally means, "council, counsel, or assembly." As for council it too is an idiom that means
of familiar conversation, a circle of familiar friends, company that you are familiar with who you converse with,
and intimacy, especially with God.  It has to do with the intimate knowledge you have of someone, i.e. their
secrets, private and intimate communication.  In Psalm 111:1  Ezek 13:9  Jer 23:18, 22  Amos 3:7, the assembly
of God's righteous worshipers is denoted by the word "SOD."  192

Translation: ...and His fellowship [or, council] is with those of integrity.  The final word has a number of different
meanings, but it most pictures those sitting around together, for whatever reason, in relative harmony.  Here, I
believe the proper understanding is, this is fellowship; this is companionship.  God enjoys such fellowship with the
upright, not with the perverse, or deviant. 

I may need to edit this and move Rickard’s definition from above. 

James Rickard on the close relationship between God and some believers

Abraham is our example of this friendship intimacy.

James 2:23  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, and Abraham believed god, and it was reckoned to him
as righteousness, and he was called the friend of God.

Gen 18:17  The LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do."

Genesis 18 brings out the delight of true friendship with God, as compared with simply feeling His presence
occasionally in prayer.

This friendship means being so intimately in touch with God that you never even need to ask Him to show you
His will because you know His will. As our Lord said in the Garden, Luke 22:42  “...not My will but Yours be
done.”

When you have a right-standing relationship with God, you have a life of freedom, liberty, and delight; you are
God's will.

When you are in that place all of your commonsense decisions are actually His will for you. You are free to
make decisions in the light of a perfect and delightful friendship with God, knowing that if your decisions are
wrong He will lovingly produce a sense of restraint in those situations.

This friendship is accomplished by the Lord sharing His secrets. The intimacy of God then is having Bible
doctrine resident in your soul, (cf. Rom 16:5  1 Cor 2:7  Eph 1:9  3:3-9  Col 1:26-27  1 Tim 3:15-16), i.e., the
mystery doctrine for the Church Age.

Prov 7:4  Say to wisdom, "You are my sister," and call understanding your intimate friend.”  YADA means to
know, or knowledge.

1 Cor 2:7  But we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, (MUSTERION) the hidden wisdom which God predestined
before the ages to our glory. 

1 Tim 3:15-16  But in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the

 From 192 http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed January 31, 2015. 
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James Rickard on the close relationship between God and some believers

household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. By common
confession, great is the mystery of godliness. 

This is compared to the devious person that does not know God's Word and have another friendship, friendship
with the world.  Prov 15:9  John 15:15  James 4:4

Prov 15:9  The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but He loves one who pursues righteousness. 

James 4:4  You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

John 15:15  “No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you." 

Jesus is saying to His disciples, “I have admitted you into a state of the most intimate fellowship with Myself;
and have made known unto you whatsoever I have heard from the Father."

The reason why Jesus called them friends was that He had now treated them as friends. He had opened to
them His mind; made known His plans; acquainted them with the design of His coming, His death, His
resurrection, and ascension; and, having thus given them the clearest proof of friendship. Therefore, it was
proper that he should give them the title. Likewise, He desires the same for you and me.

This is similar to what is said of our Lord's relationship with Moses in Ex 33:11  Thus the LORD used to speak
to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend."

Jesus Christ has communicated to them the Word of the Father, (Bible doctrine) and He also desires to
communicate the Father's doctrine to you.

The Grace Apparatus for Perception (GAP) was designed by God so that Jesus Christ could communicate
His thinking, His Word to us.  1Cor 2:16; 2Cor 4:7 

1Cor 2:16  But we have the mind of Christ. 

2Cor 4:7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be
of God and not from ourselves. 

True friendship is rare on earth. It means identifying with someone in thought, heart, and spirit.

Yet God has designed the whole experience of life to enable us to enter into this closest relationship with Jesus
Christ. And it is a joy to Jesus when a disciple takes time to walk more intimately with Him.

Likewise, the bearing of fruit is always shown in Scripture to be the visible result of an intimate relationship with
Jesus Christ, Cf. John 15:1-4).

Once we get intimate with Jesus we are never lonely and we never lack for understanding or compassion. We
can continually pour out our hearts to Him without being perceived as overly emotional or pitiful.

The Christian who is truly intimate with Jesus will never draw attention to himself but will only show the evidence
of a life where Jesus is completely in control.

The picture resulting from such a life is that of the strong, calm balance of a Relaxed Mental Attitude in the
Father Rest Life that our Lord gives to those who are intimate with Him.
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James Rickard on the close relationship between God and some believers

In addition, if we want to maintain personal intimacy with the Lord Jesus Christ, it will mean refusing to do or
even think certain things. And some things that are acceptable for others will become unacceptable for you.

And finally, to believe is to commit. In the area of intellectual learning you must commit yourself mentally, and
reject anything not related to what the Word of God teaches.

In the realm of personal belief you should commit yourself morally to your convictions and refuse to
compromise.

And in intimate personal belief you commit yourself spiritually to Jesus Christ and make a determination to be
dominated by Him alone.

Then, when you stand face to face with Jesus Christ in your daily walk and He says to you, "Do you believe
this?" You will find that faith is as natural as breathing. And you will be staggered when you think how foolish
you have been in not trusting Him earlier.

From http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed January 31, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

Vv. 31–32 read: Do not be envious of a violent man and do not choose [to follow] any of his paths, for the perverse
[or, deviant] is an abomination of Y howah, and His fellowship e [or, council] is with those of integrity.  Eternal
considerations are important; and God will enjoy fellowship with those of integrity, not with those who are perverse
or deviant.  This is the person who has Christ’s righteousness first and then, ideally, develops righteousness based
upon the spiritual life which God has designed for us. 

——————————

These final few verses contrast God’s treatment of the righteous and the wicked, which is found at the end of each
of the first 4 chapters of Proverbs (compare Prov. 1:32–33  2:21–22  4:18–19). 

A curse of Y howah in a house of a wickede

[one] and an abode of righteous ones He
blesses. 

Proverbs
3:33

The curse of Y howah [is] on the house of thee

wicked but He blesses the abode of righteous
[men]. 

Jehovah’s curse is on the house of the wicked, but He gives great blessing to the dwelling place of
righteous men. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) A curse of Y howah in a house of a wicked [one] and an abode of righteous onese

He blesses. 
Latin Vulgate Want is from the Lord in the house of the wicked: but the habitations of the just shall

be blessed. 
Peshitta (Syriac) The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked; but he blesses the habitation

of the righteous. 
Septuagint (Greek) The curse of God is in the houses of the ungodly, but the habitations of the just are

blessed. 

http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/
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Significant differences: A curse is missing from the Latin text.  In the second phrase, blessed is presented
in the passive voice in the Latin and Greek. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English The curse of the Lord is on the house of the evil-doer, but his blessing is on the tent
of the upright. 

Easy English God curses the evil man's house. 
He is kind to the good man's home. 

Easy-to-Read Version The Lord is against the families of evil people. But he blesses the homes of people
who live right. 

The Message GOD's curse blights the house of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the
righteous. 

NIRV The LORD puts a curse on the houses of sinners. 
But he blesses the homes of those who do what is right. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. He places a curse on the home of everyone who is evil, but he blesses the home
of every good person. 

The Living Bible The curse of God is on the wicked, but his blessing is on the upright. 
New Century Version The Lord will curse the evil person's house, 

but he will bless the home of those who do right. 
New Life Version The punishment of the Lord is on the house of the sinful, but He makes good come

to the house of those who are right with Him. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible The houses of those who have no respect, have all been cursed by the Lord, while
the homes of the righteous are blest. 

New Advent (Knox) Bible Still on the home of the wicked the Lord's ban falls, his blessing where uprightness
dwells; he laughs at the mocker, grants his favours to the humble, and the wise
shall win renown; only to their shame are fools exalted.  Vv. 33–35 are presented
as one sentence in the Knox Bible. 

Translation for Translators Yahweh curses the families [MTY] of those who are wicked, 
but he blesses the families of those who are good/righteous. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear The reprimand of Yahweh is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the
settlement of the righteous. 

Ferar-Fenton Bible The LORD curses the house of the bad, But blesses the home of the good. 
Lexham English Bible The curse of Yahweh [is] on the house of the wicked, and the abode of the

righteous ones he blesses. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) He curses the house of the evildoer but blesses the home of the upright. 
The Heritage Bible The curse of Jehovah is in the house of the wicked, and he kneels down with

goodness to the place of rest of the righteous. 
New American Bible (2011) The curse of the LORD is on the house of the wicked, 

but the dwelling of the just he blesses;... 
New Jerusalem Bible Yahweh's curse lies on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the

upright. 
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Revised English Bible The LORD's curse falls on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the
righteous. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

Complete Jewish Bible ADONAI's curse is in the house of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the
righteous. 

exeGeses companion Bible The curse of Yah Veh  
is in the house of the wicked;  
and he blesses the habitation of rest of the just. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible The curse of Hashem is in the bais of the rasha; but He puts a bracha on the
dwelling of the tzaddikim. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible The curse of the Lord is in and on the house of the wicked, but He declares blessed
(joyful and favored with blessings) the home of the just and consistently righteou. 

The Expanded Bible The LORD will curse the evil person's house, 
but he will bless the home of ·those who do right [the righteous]. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked, in spite of all outward
semblance of prosperity and happiness; but He blesseth the habitation of the just,
His blessing abiding with them. 

NET Bible® The Lord's curse is on the household of the wicked, 
but he blesses the home of the righteous.  

Syndein/Thieme {Verses 33-35: Antithetical Distich Verses (In common but Opposite)} 
The curse of Jehovah/God is on the house of the evil.  {sin + arrogance = evil; and
also, human good + arrogance = evil}  {Note: The curse of God is most frightening
thing in the world!}  But He blesses the dwelling 'where there is'/of 'imputed
righteousness'/'the just' {tsaddiyq}. 

The Voice His curse lingers over the wicked and their families, 
but He forever favors residence of those who do what is right. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version The curse of Yahweh is on the house of the wicked, Yet He blesses the homestead
of the righteous." 

Context Group Version The curse of YHWH is in the house of the wicked; But he esteems the habitation
of the vindicated. 

English Standard Version The LORD's curse is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the dwelling of the
righteous. 

Green’s Literal Translation The curse of Jehovah is in the house of the wicked, but He blesses the abode of the
just. 

God’s Truth (Tyndale) The curse of the Lord is in the house of the ungodly, but he blesses the dwellings
of the righteous. 

World English Bible Yahweh's curse is in the house of the wicked, But he blesses the habitation of the
righteous. 

Young’s Updated LT The curse of Jehovah is in the house of the wicked. And the habitation of the
righteous He blesses. 

The gist of this verse: God blesses the dwelling of the righteous, but curses the home of the wicked. 
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Proverbs 3:33a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

wa (or va) (åÇ)
[pronounced wah]

and so, and then, then, and; so,
that, yet, therefore,

consequently; because
wâw consecutive

No Strong’s # 
BDB #253

m (êrâh (îÀàÅøÈä)e

[pronounced meh-ay-
RAW]

 curse, execration
masculine singular

construct
Strong’s #3994 

BDB #76

YHWH (éäåä)
[pronunciation is possibly

yhoh-WAH]

transliterated variously as
Jehovah, Yahweh, Y howahe proper noun

Strong’s #3068 
BDB #217

The NET Bible: Heb “the curse of the Lord.” This expression features a genitive of possession or source: “the
Lord’s curse” or “a curse from the Lord.” The noun îÀàÅøÇä (mÿ’erah, “curse”) connotes banishment or separation
from the place of blessing. It is the antonym of áÌÀøÈëÈä (bÿrakhah, “blessing”). The curse of God brings ruin and
failure to crops, land in general, an individual, or the nation (Deut 28:20; Mal 2:2; 3:9; see BDB 76 s.v. îÀàÅøÇä;
HALOT 541 s.v.).  193

b  (áÌÀ) [pronounced b ]e eh
in, into, through; at, by, near, on,
upon; with, before, against; by

means of; among; within
a preposition of proximity

Strong’s# none 
BDB #88

bayith (áÌÇéÄú) [pronounced
BAH-yith]

house, residence; household,
habitation as well as inward

masculine singular
construct

Strong's #1004 
BDB #108

The NET Bible: Heb “house.” The term áÌÅéú (bet, “house”) functions as a synecdoche of container (= house) for
the persons contained (= household). See, e.g., Exod 1:21; Deut 6:22; Josh 22:15 (BDB 109 s.v. 5.a).  194

r shâ)îym (øÀùÈòÄéí)e

[pronounced r -shaw-e

ÌEEM]

malevolent ones, lawless ones,
criminals, the corrupt; wicked,

wicked ones

masculine plural
adjective (here, it acts

like a noun)

Strong’s #7563 
BDB #957

The NET Bible: The term "wicked" is singular; the term "righteous" in the second half of the verse is plural. In
scripture such changes often hint at God's reluctance to curse, but eagerness to bless (e.g., Gen 12:3).  195

Check NET on this. 

Translation: The curse of Y howah [is] on the house of the wicked...e   When a man is wicked, he brings upon
himself and upon his house the cursing of God.  If you associate with the wicked, you face cursing by association. 

Application: We have this with Muslim terrorists.  Because of their activities, they often find themselves on the
receiving end of a drone strike (that is under this president ), and these strikes often take out family members,196

including wives and children.  God’s curse is on the house of the wicked. 

 From 193 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 194 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 195 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 I write in the year 2015. 196

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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This is cursing by association.  One of the things which children need to be taught is the importance of their
associations.  We find this theme reappearing in the book of Proverbs often.  When you associate with the wicked,
you face the cursing of God.  Furthermore, what evil befalls them also befalls you. 

I really need to develop the Doctrine of Cursing by God and Cursing by Association.  Treasury of Scriptural
Knowledge suggests  these verses: Prov. 21:12  Lev.  26:14–46  Deut. 7:26  28:15–68  29:19–29  Joshua 6:18 197

7:13  Psalm 37:22  Zech. 5:3–4  Mal. 2:2. 

Proverbs 3:33b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

nâveh (ðÈåÆä) [pronounced
naw-VEH]

abode, dwelling place, habitation
masculine singular

construct
Strong’s #5116 

BDB #627

The NET Bible: Heb “habitation.” The noun ðÈåÆä (naveh, “habitation; abode”), which is the poetic parallel to áÌÅéú
(bet, “house”), usually refers to the abode of a shepherd in the country: “habitation” in the country (BDB 627 s.v.
ðÈåÆä). It functions as a synecdoche of container (= habitation) for the contents (= people in the habitation and all
they possess).  198

yâshâr (éÈùÈø)
[pronounced yaw-

SHAWR]

right, correct, accurate, lacking
in contradictions, upright,

straight, uniform, having internal
integrity, even

masculine plural
adjective which can act
like a substantive; with a

definite article

Strong’s #3477 
BDB #449

bârak  (�áÌÈøÇ)e

[pronounced baw-
RAHK ]e

to invoke God, to praise, to
celebrate, to adore, to bless

[God]; to bless [men], to invoke
blessings; to bless [as God, man

and other created things],
therefore to cause to prosper, to
make happy; to salute anyone

[with a blessing]; to curse

3  person masculinerd

singular, Piel imperfect
Strong’s #1288 

BDB #138

The NET Bible: The term “bless” (áÌÈøÇêÀ, barakh) is the antithesis of “curse.” A blessing is a gift, enrichment, or
endowment. The blessing of God empowers one with the ability to succeed, and brings vitality and prosperity
in the material realm, but especially in one’s spiritual relationship with God.  199

The NET Bible: The Hebrew is structured chiastically (AB:BA): "The curse of the Lord / is on the house of the
wicked // but the home of the righteous / he blesses." The word order in the translation is reversed for the sake
of smoothness and readability.  200

Translation: ...but He blesses the abode of righteous [men].  On the other hand, there is blessing by
association.  When a person is righteous (which means, they are a mature believer or a growing believer), then
God blesses them; but this blessing also spills over to his house as well. 

 Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge; by Canne, Browne, Blayney, Scott, and others about 1880, with introduction by R. A.197

Torrey; courtesy of E-sword, Prov. 3:33. 

 From 198 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 199 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 200 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 
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——————————

If to the scorners He [even] He scorns and to
the humbles ones He gives grace. 

Proverbs
3:34

If He [even] He scorns the arrogant [lit., the
boasters, the scorners], then He gives grace to
the grace oriented. 

Surely, God scorns the arrogant and gives grace to the humble. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) If to the scorners He [even] He scorns and to the humbles ones He gives grace. 
Latin Vulgate He shall scorn the scorners, and to the meek he will give grace. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Surely he despises scorners; but he has compassion on the wise. 
Septuagint (Greek) The Lord resists the proud, but He gives grace to the humble. 

Significant differences: The words despise (Syriac) and resists (Greek) are similar to the Hebrew (scorns),
but they are not exactly the same. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

Bible in Basic English He makes sport of the men of pride, but he gives grace to the gentle-hearted. 
Easy English God insults those who insult other people. 

But God is kind to humble people. 
Easy-to-Read Version If a person is proud and makes fun of other people, the Lord will punish him and

make fun of him. But the Lord is kind to humble people. 
Good News Bible (TEV) He has no use for conceited people, but shows favor to those who are humble. 
The Message He gives proud skeptics a cold shoulder, but if you're down on your luck, he's right

there to help. 
NIRV He makes fun of proud people who make fun of others. 

But he gives grace to those who are humble and treated badly. 
New Simplified Bible He has no use for conceited people. He shows loving kindness to the humble. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Contemporary English V. The LORD sneers at those who sneer at him, but he is kind to everyone who is
humble. 

The Living Bible The Lord mocks at mockers, but helps the humble. 
New Berkeley Version As for scorners, He scorns them, 

but to the humble He gives grace. 
New Century Version The Lord laughs at those who laugh at him, 

but he gives grace to those who are not proud. 
New Living Translation God makes fun of those who make fun of the truth but gives loving-favor to those

who have no pride. 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible Jehovah opposes the proud, and shows favor to those who are humble. 
International Standard V Though God [Lit. he] scoffs at scoffers, 

he gives grace to the humble. 
Today’s NIV He mocks proud mockers but shows favor to the humble and oppressed. 
Translation for Translators Yahweh makes fun of those who make fun of others, 

but he kindly helps those who are humble. 
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Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Conservapedia Surely he scorns the scorners but he gives grace to those who are low.  Lowly (òðéå
òðå) can also mean the following: humble, lowly, meek, poor.

Ferar-Fenton Bible With scorners, He is Himself scornful, But gives to the youthful His grace. 
NIV – UK He mocks proud mockers 

but shows favour to the humble and oppressed. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

he Heritage Bible If he scorns the scoffers, then he gives grace to the meek. 
New American Bible (2002) When he is dealing with the arrogant, he is stern, but to the humble he shows

kindness. 
New American Bible (2011) Those who scoff, he scoffs at, [Prv 1:26.] 

but the lowly he favors. 
New Jerusalem Bible He mocks those who mock, but accords his favour to the humble. 
Revised English Bible Though God meets the scornful with scorn, to the humble he shows favour. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 

exeGeses companion Bible Surely he scorns the scorners;  
yet he gives charism to the humble:... 

Judaica Press Complete T. If one goes to the scoffers, he will scoff; but if he goes to the humble, he evokes
grace. 

Orthodox Jewish Bible Surely He scorneth the scorners; but He giveth chen (grace, favor) unto the anayim
(lowly, humble ones). 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible Though He scoffs at the scoffers and scorns the scorners, yet He gives His
undeserved favor to the low [in rank], the humble, and the afflicted. 

The Expanded Bible The Lord ·laughs at [mocks] those who ·laugh at [mock] him, 
but he ·gives grace [shows favor] to ·those who are not proud [the humble]. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary Surely He scorneth the scorners, that is, if there is a person who believes himself
entitled to scorn, He heaps scorn upon him; but He giveth grace unto the lowly, to
the humble, who seek only His grace and mercy and claim no merit and worthiness
for themselves. 

NET Bible® Although he is scornful to arrogant scoffers, 
yet he shows favor to the humble.  

Syndein/Thieme He {God} keeps on being caused to scorn/mock/ridicule {luwts - Hiphil imperfect}
the scorner/ scoffer/'arrogant negative type' {lusts}.  {luwts - means someone who
is indifferent to something that is important} 
But He gives grace to the humble {`anav}.  {Note: This verse is quoted in James
4:6. David failed many, many times. He was a murderer. He was a rapist. He was
guilty of the half-forgiveness of Absalom. But he always returned to doctrine. His
mind was so loaded up with doctrine that his thinking was very close to divine
viewpoint.}. 

The Voice God treats the arrogant as they treat others, 
mocking the mockers, scorning the scornful, 
but He pours out His grace on the humble.  James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 
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Concordant Literal Version If as to mockers, He Himself mocks, So as to the humble, He gives grace." 
Darby Translation He indeed scorneth the scorners; but he giveth grace unto the lowly. 
English Standard Version Toward the scorners he is scornful, but to the humble he gives favor. 
Green’s Literal Translation Surely He scorns the scorners, but He gives grace to the lowly. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) As for the scornful, he shall laugh them to scorn, but he shall give grace unto the

lowly. 
NASB Though He scoffs at the scoffers, 

Yet He gives grace to the afflicted. 
New King James Version Surely He scorns the scornful, 

But gives grace to the humble. 
World English Bible Surely he mocks the mockers, But he gives grace to the humble. 
Young’s Updated LT If the scorners He scorns, Yet to the humble He gives grace. 

The gist of this verse: God’s scorns those filled with arrogance; and He gives grace to the grace oriented. 

Proverbs 3:34a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

(îm (àÄí) [pronounced
eem]

if, though; lo, behold; oh that, if
only; when, since, though when
(or, if followed by a perfect tense

which refers to a past event)

primarily an hypothetical
particle

Strong's #518 
BDB #49

The particle (îm (àÄí) can be used as a demonstrative (lo, behold), an interrogative (usually expecting a negative
response and often used with other particles and rhetorically), and as a conditional particle (if, though); an
indication of a wish or desire (oh that, if only; this is a rare usage). 

The NET Bible: The particle àÄí (’im, “though”) introduces a concessive clause: “though….”.  201

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

lûwts (ìåÌõ) [pronounced
loots]

scoffers, scorners; boasters
masculine plural, Qal

active participle with the
definite article

Strong’s #3887 &
#3945  BDB #539

hûw( (äåÌà) [pronounced
hoo]

he, it; himself as a demonstrative
pronoun: that, this (one); same

3  person masculinerd

singular, personal
pronoun; sometimes the

verb to be, is implied

Strong’s #1931 
BDB #214

lûwts (ìåÌõ) [pronounced
loots]

to scorn, make mouths at, talk
arrogantly; to boast; to scoff, to

scorn, to deride; to speak
barbarously [in a foreign tongue]

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #3887 &
#3945  BDB #539

The NET Bible: Heb “he mocks those who mock.” The repetition of the root ìÄéõ (lits, “to scorn; to mock”)
connotes poetic justice; the punishment fits the crime. Scoffers are characterized by arrogant pride (e.g., Prov
21:24), as the antithetical parallelism with “the humble” here emphasizes.  202

 From 201 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 202 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm
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Translation: If He [even] He scorns the arrogant [lit., the boasters, the scorners],...  This should not be difficult
for anyone to understand; God scorns the arrogant; He scorns those who boast. 

From the Evidence Bible: It has been said that the Italian dictator Mussolini, in his youth, stood on a
high pinnacle and cried, “God, if you are there, strike me dead!” When God did not bow to his dictates,
Mussolini concluded that there is no God. God did, however, answer his prayer some time later.  203

I must admit, I have gotten into arguments with strangers on facebook, and I tell myself afterward, “You are
such an idiot to get in these arguments.”  Just yesterday, I completely devastated some stranger with facts, to
which his comeback was, “You are STUPID.  You are DUMB.”  It also turns out that he was drunk during this
argument.  Most of the people who are wrong about this or that aspect of life choose to be wrong.  The same
is true of a person negative toward God.  This is a path which they chose; it is not something where they heard
and weighed the facts and then made a decision (although they try to present themselves in that way). 

Rickard on the Arrogant Boasters (or, Scoffers)

1. Scoffers are unable to learn from the warnings, reproof or punishment of those who are more wise. 
Prov. 9:7f  13:1  14:6  15:12  19:25. 

2. Scoffers are those who act arrogant and proud.  Prov. 21:24. 
3. Wine is also called a scoffer, and those who become deceived by it are not wise.  Prov. 20:1. 
4. Scoffers are considered an abomination to all mankind.  Prov. 24:9. 
5. God's people are warned not to associate with scoffers.  Psalm 1:1. 
6. Scoffers will eventually be brought to nothing and utterly consumed.  Prov. 19:29  Isa 29:20.

Taken from James Rickard http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed February 1, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

David will later warn Solomon: Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love
you. (Prov. 9:8; ESV) 

Proverbs 3:34b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

The NET Bible: The prefixed vav (å) introduces the apodosis to the concessive clause: “Though … yet …”.  204

lâmed (ìÀ) [pronounced l ] to, for, towards, in regards toe directional/relational
preposition

No Strong’s # 
BDB #510

)ânâv (òÈðÈå) [pronounced
ìaw-NAWV]

humble, meek, grace-oriented
and possibly poor or afflicted

masculine plural noun
with the definite article

Strong's #6035 
BDB #776

Although Owens lists this as a masculine plural adjective, it is acting like a substantive. 

nâthan (ðÈúÇï) [pronounced
naw-THAHN]

to give, to grant, to place, to put,
to set; to make

3  person masculinerd

singular, Qal imperfect
Strong's #5414 

BDB #678

 From 203 http://www.evidencebible.com/pdf/29_Proverbs_1_to_15.pdf accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 204 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 
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Proverbs 3:34b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

chên (çÅï) [pronounced
khayn]

grace, favor, blessing masculine singular noun
Strong’s #2580 

BDB #336

Translation: ...then He gives grace to the grace oriented.  One thing follows the other, which is the reason for the
if...then... sentence.  Obviously, if God scorns the arrogant, then He also, logically, gives grace to the humble. 

The NET Bible: The Hebrew is structured chiastically (AB:BA): "he scorns / arrogant scoffers // but to
the humble / he gives grace." The word order in the translation is reversed for the sake of smoothness
and readability.  205

This verse is quoted twice in the New Testament.  1Peter 5:5  Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the
elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace
to the humble."  James 4:6  But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, "God opposes the proud, but gives grace
to the humble."  In both cases, the LXX translation is preserved.  As discussed in a previous passage, even though
the Septuagint represents an actual change from the original Hebrew text; quoting it in the New Testament allows
for even that changed text to be inspired. 

Despite the Latin translation being preserved by the Catholic Church, the Old Testament Masoretic text being
preserved primarily by groups of Jewish believers, and the early Christian church preserving the Greek LXX, the
differences between these are minor and almost never theological in nature.  You could pretty much pick any
verse in the Bible, and see the English translation made from the Latin, Hebrew and Greek side-by-side, and you
would not be able to determine which was which.  There are big theological differences from the Catholic Church,
the early church and the Masoretes.  Human viewpoint would suggest that these differences would be found in
the version that they preserved—but there are almost no real differences in the text.  I have been doing this for
15–20 years, and there is only one passage which stands out—Saul calls for the Ark of God, but he really called
for the ephod (1Sam. 14:18).  This problem occurs because the words are quite similar in the Hebrew, not
because of some theological reason. 

——————————

Honor wise ones will inherit and fools are
exalting disgrace. 

Proverbs
3:35

Wise ones will inherit honor [and recognition]
but fools exalt shame [and disgrace]. 

Those who are wise will inherit honor and recognition, but fools exalt and celebrate shame and disgrace. 

Here is how others have translated this verse: 

Ancient texts: 

Masoretic Text (Hebrew) Honor wise ones will inherit and fools are exalting disgrace. 
Latin Vulgate The wise shall possess glory: the promotion of fools is disgrace. 
Peshitta (Syriac) Wise men shall inherit glory; but fools shall receive disgrace. 
Septuagint (Greek) The wise shall inherit glory, but the ungodly have exalted their own dishonor. 

Significant differences: The Syriac has receive where it should be exalt. 

Limited Vocabulary Translations: 

 From 205 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 
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Bible in Basic English The wise will have glory for their heritage, but shame will be the reward of the
foolish. 

Easy English Wise people will receive honour. 
Fools will receive shame. 

Easy-to-Read Version Wise people live a life that brings honor. Foolish people live a life that brings shame. 
God’s Word™ Wise people will inherit honor, 

but fools will bear disgrace. 
The Message Wise living gets rewarded with honor; stupid living gets the booby prize. 
New Simplified Bible Wise people will inherit glory. But disgrace is the legacy of stupid (foolish) people. 

Thought-for-thought translations; paraphrases: 

Common English Bible The wise gain respect, 
but fools receive shame. 

Contemporary English V. You will be praised if you are wise, but you will be disgraced if you are a stubborn
fool. 

The Living Bible The wise are promoted to honor, but fools are promoted to shame! 
New Century Version Wise people will receive honor, 

but fools will be disgraced. 
New Life Version Honor will be given to the wise, but shame will be given to fools. 
New Living Translation The wise inherit honor, 

but fools are put to shame! 

Partially literal and partially paraphrased translations: 

American English Bible While the wise will inherit all glory, the godless will just get dishonor. 
International Standard V The wise will inherit honor, 

but he holds fools up for ridicule. 
Translation for Translators Wise people will be honored {people will honor wise people}, 

but foolish people will be dishonored/disgraced. 

Mostly literal renderings (with some occasional paraphrasing): 

Ancient Roots Translinear The wise inherit honor, but fools uplift dishonor. 
Conservapedia The wise will inherit glory, but shame will set upon fools.  Set upon (øåÌí) can also

mean: fall upon
Ferar-Fenton Bible The Wise will inherit respect, But the Fools will reside in contempt! 
Lexham English Bible They will inherit the honor of the wise, but stubborn fools, disgrace. 
NIV – UK The wise inherit honour, 

but fools get only shame. 

Catholic Bibles (those having the imprimatur): 

Christian Community (1988) The wise will possess his glory while the foolish will inherit disgrace. 
The Heritage Bible The wise shall inherit heavy glory, and those morally stupid exalt shame. 
New American Bible (2011) The wise will possess glory, 

but fools will bear shame. 
New Jerusalem Bible Glory is the portion of the wise, all that fools inherit is contempt. 
New RSV The wise will inherit honour, 

but stubborn fools, disgrace. 
Revised English Bible The wise win renown, but disgrace is the portion of fools. 

Jewish/Hebrew Names Bibles: 
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Complete Jewish Bible The wise win honor, but fools win shame. 
exeGeses companion Bible ...the wise inherit honor;  

and abasement is the exaltation of fools. 
JPS (Tanakh—1985) The wise shall obtain honor, 

But dullards get disgrace as their portion. 
Judaica Press Complete T. The wise shall inherit honor, but the fools take disgrace as their portion. 
Orthodox Jewish Bible The chachamim shall inherit kavod, but shame shall be the promotion of kesilim

(fools). 
Restored Names Version The wise will inherit splendor and shame will be the legacy of dullards. 
The Scriptures 1998 The wise do inherit esteem, But fools are bearing away shame!. 

Expanded/Embellished Bibles: 

The Amplified Bible The wise shall inherit glory (all honor and good) but shame is the highest rank
conferred on [self-confident] fools. 

The Expanded Bible Wise people ·will receive honor [possess glory], 
but fools ·will be disgraced [give off/exude shame].. 

Kretzmann’s Commentary The wise shall inherit glory, they will finally be given the honor which their attitude
merits; but shame shall be the promotion of fools, that will be the reward which they
will carry away with them, the portion properly pertaining to them. That is the
consolation of the righteous, that in the end they will be honored by the Lord in the
presence of the whole world; this thought enables them to bear many of the
afflictions of this present time. 

NET Bible® The wise inherit honor, 
but he holds fools up to public contempt.  

Syndein/Thieme The wise {chakam} will inherit honor/glory {SuperGrace blessings}.  {Note: The
spiritually mature believer is the one who is "wise" where it counts - in spiritual
terms. He is the one who learns doctrine and applies it to experience.}  But fools
{k@ciyl} {those in the interlocking systems of arrogance + negative to doctrine}
carry away dishonor/shame.  {shame - that which brings his life to ruin}. 

The Voice In the end, the wise will receive honor, 
but fools will face humiliation. 

Literal, almost word-for-word, renderings: 

Concordant Literal Version The wise are allotted glory, Yet the stupid are raised up to dishonor." 
Context Group Version The wise shall inherit public honor; But shame shall be the exaltation of shameless

people. 
Darby Translation The wise shall inherit glory; but shame shall be the promotion of the foolish. 
Emphasized Bible Honour, shall the wise inherit,—but, as for dullards, shame shall carry them away. 
English Standard Version The wise will inherit honor, but fools get disgrace. 
Green’s Literal Translation The wise inherit honor, but fools exalt shame. 
God’s Truth (Tyndale) The wise shall have honor in possession, but shame is the promotion that fools shall

have. 
King James 2000 Version The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the recompense of fools. 
NASB The wise will inherit honor, 

But fools display [Lit raise high] dishonor. 
New King James Version The wise shall inherit glory, 

But shame shall be the legacy of fools. 
A Voice in the Wilderness The wise inherit honor, but the exaltation of fools is shame. 
World English Bible The wise will inherit glory, But shame will be the promotion of fools. 
Young's Literal Translation Honour do the wise inherit, And fools are bearing away shame! 
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The gist of this verse: Those with doctrine have an eternal reward, but those who reject doctrine bear
disgrace. 

Proverbs 3:35a

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

kâbôwd (ëÌÈáåÉã)
[pronounced kaw -b

VODE]

glory, honor [with an emphasis
upon power, wealth and/or

abundance]

masculine singular
adjective which

sometimes acts as a
noun

Strong's #3519 
BDB #458

châkâm (çÈëÈí)
[pronounced khah-

KAWM]

capable of knowing [judging];
intelligent, wise; skillful, adept,

proficient; subtle, crafty

masculine plural
adjective acting as a

substantive

Strong’s #2450 
BDB #314

nâchal (ðÈçÇì)
[pronounced naw-

KHAHL]

to inherit, to get (take or receive)
as a possession; to possess (as

wealth or glory)

3  person masculinerd

plural, Qal imperfect
Strong’s #5157 

BDB #635

Translation: Wise ones will inherit honor [and recognition]...  Those who are wise will inherit honor and
recognition.  This presumes that one is first a believer and then has advanced spiritually. 

Proverbs 3:35b

Hebrew/Pronunciation Common English Meanings Notes/Morphology
BDB and Strong’s

Numbers

w  (or v ) (åÀ or åÌ)e e

[pronounced weh]
and, even, then; namely; when;
since, that; though; as well as

simple wâw conjunction
No Strong’s # 

BDB #251

kêçîyl (ëÌÀñÄéì) [pronounced
kehss-EEL]

 fool, impious fool, stupid fellow,
dullard, simpleton, arrogant one

masculine plural noun
Strong’s #3684 

BDB #493

rûwm (øåÌí) [pronounced
room]

are raising, lifts up [something],
making high; elevating, exalting;

erecting, is building a house;
takes away; offers sacrifices

Hiphil participle
Strong's #7311 

BDB #926

The NET Bible: MT reads îÅøÄéí (merim, “he lifts up”): singular Hiphil participle of øåÌí (rum, “to rise; to exalt”),
functioning verbally with the Lord as the implied subject: “but he lifts up fools to shame.” The LXX and Vulgate
reflect the plural îÀøÄéîÄéí (mÿrimim, “they exalt”) with “fools” (ëÌÀñÄéìÄéí, kesilim) as the explicit subject: “but fools exalt
shame.” The textual variant was caused by haplography or dittography of éí (depending on whether MT or the
alternate tradition is original).  206

qâlôwn (÷ÈìåÉï)
[pronounced kaw-LOHN]

shame; ignominy (of nation);
dishonour, disgrace (personal)

masculine singular noun
Strong’s #7036 

BDB #885

The NET Bible: The noun ÷ÈìåÉï (qalon, “ignominy; dishonor; contempt”) is from ÷ÈìÈä (qalah) which is an alternate
form of ÷ÈìÇì (qalal) which means (1) “to treat something lightly,” (2) “to treat with contempt [or, with little esteem]”
or (3) “to curse.” The noun refers to personal disgrace or shame. While the wise will inherit honor, fools will be
made a public display of dishonor. God lets fools entangle themselves in their folly in a way for all to see.  207

 From 206 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 

 From 207 https://bible.org/netbible/index.htm?pro3.htm (footnote) accessed January 22, 2015. 
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Translation: ...but fools exalt shame [and disgrace].  Fools, on the other hand, exalt shame and dishonor.  Fools
are believers who lack Bible doctrine and unbelievers who reject the laws of divine establishment. 

Application: We have liberals today—those on the far, far left, who exalt military deserters and cowards (or, they
even support our enemies), yet speak poorly of those who have risked their lives for our freedom.  In fact, the
ridicule those soldiers who give them the freedom to denounce that which is good and righteous. 

V. 35 reads: Wise ones will inherit honor [and recognition] but fools exalt shame [and disgrace].  This is true both
in time and in eternity.  In time, the wise are those who have believed in the Revealed LORD and have then grown
spiritually.  They will receive honor and recognition in their lives.  Those who live outside of the plan of God will
promote shame and disgrace.  And so it will be in eternity—those who have believed in the Revealed God, and
have behaved according to their faith, there will be honor which will last forever.  However, for those who have
rejected God, there will be eternal shame. 

They spend their lives promoting that which is against God; they support that which eats away at their own
freedom. 

Often, those who have rejected God have embraced themselves and often they flatter themselves as to how smart
they are for rejecting God.  But they glorify themselves only to receive the ultimate shame of rejecting all that the
Lord has done for them. 

Vv. 32–35 may be summed up as a list of cursings for the wicked and blessings for the righteous.  This is a
theme found throughout Scripture.  God’s essence demands this.  This final 4 verses (along with the lead-in
of v. 31) are the finale of the chapter. 

Blessings for the Righteous and Cursings for the Wicked

Renunciations Blessings

Do not be envious of a violent man and do not choose
[to follow] any of his paths, for the perverse [or,
deviant] is an abomination of Y howah,... e

...and His fellowship [or, council] is with those of
integrity.

The curse of Y howah [is] on the house of thee

wicked... 
...but He blesses the abode of righteous [men]. 

If He [even] He scorns the arrogant [lit., the boasters,
the scorners],... 

...then He gives grace to the grace oriented. 

...but fools exalt shame [and disgrace]. Wise ones will inherit honor [and recognition]...

Taken from James Rickard http://gracedoctrine.org/proverbs-chapter-3/ accessed February 1, 2015.  I used my own
translation, however. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

Beginning of Document Doctrines Covered and Alluded to Chapters of the Bible Alluded to

Definition of Terms Introduction Addendum

www.kukis.org Exegetical Studies in Proverbs

——————————
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Addendum

Stuart Wolf does something I don’t recall seeing elsewhere—he takes specific themes from Prov. 2 (lecture 2)
and ties them to advancement of those themes in Prov. 3. 

Stuart Wolf shows how Proverbs 3 advances the themes of Proverbs 2

1. From accepting the father’s words (2:1-4) to guarding them and not letting go (3:1, 21)
2. From the promises of knowing God (2:5) to a command to desire God’s presence in all his ways (3:6)
3. From God’s revealed wisdom to the father (2:6) to God’s establishing the creation through wisdom

(3:19–20)
4. From the promise that his teachings lead to the abundant life with good people and saving him from the

death of the wicked (2:20-22) to the expanded promise of life and salvation from the offended Lord
(3:31–35)

5. From the spiritual blessings of a religious and ethical education (2:5, 9) to the tangible blessings of health,
wealth, and prosperity (3:8, 10, 35) 

6. Anchoring his teachings in YHWH even more strongly than in 2:6, the father’s admonitions progress from
a call to preserve his teaching (3:1) to retaining the learned ethical behavior (v 3) to active piety: trust
(v 5), humility (v 7), worship (v 9), and submissiveness (v 11). 

From Wolf’s exegesis of Proverbs 3, accessed February 8, 2015. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

When I study a chapter of the Bible, one of the questions which I nearly always have is, why is this chapter in
the Word of God? 

Why Proverbs 3 is in the Word of God

1. This proverb clearly draws a connection between doctrine in the soul and good health and long life. 
2. Interestingly enough, this chapter of Proverbs suggests the importance of moisture (marrow) to the bones.
3. David talked to Solomon about the importance of spiritual giving in the Age of Israel. 
4. We see that God disciplines us as children, not as enemies or as slaves or as criminals. 
5. We see that God is presented as a Father in the Old Testament as well as the New. 
6. We see the Tree of Life in a whole different context than Genesis or Revelation. 
7. This is one of the many passages in Scripture which makes reference to the water cycle. 
8. We saw the importance of helping the needy today, when God puts them in your path. 

Even though this chapter was quite difficult for me to wrap my head around, it is filled with important information. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines

There are a great many things to be studied in the book of Proverbs; here are a few of the studies that we
embarked on and learned from. 

What We Learn from Proverbs 3

1. This chapter gave us the opportunity to examine sinful and non-sinful judging. 
2. We have had the chance to study how sinful behavior is unhealthy; and honorable thinking and righteous

behavior is healthy as well as the right thing to do. 
3. We studied operation Z. 
4. We studied the doctrine of Christian giving. 
5. We studied divine discipline in great detail. 
6. We determined what the Tree of life meant, in the context of Proverbs. 

http://hbcpinellas.org/Proverbs/Prov3.doc
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What We Learn from Proverbs 3

7. This study gave us a chance to look at evolution, the lucky guesses made by the author (s) of Genesis,
and the concept of irreducible complexity. 

8. We looked a lot at science and the Bible; evolution and the Bible.  We also learned the term irreducible
complexity. 

9. One passage suggested the concept of the Way of God, which phrase is found often in the Old
Testament. 

10. We studied the doctrine of Envy in this chapter—a doctrine I could not find posted by any doctrinal
teacher. 

There are more doctrines alluded to in this chapter than almost any other I have studied. 

Chapter Outline Charts, Graphics and Short Doctrines 

This was edited quite a bit. 

The Benefits of Wisdom, by Isaac Barrow, D.D. (from the Biblical Illustrator)

1. Wisdom is of itself pleasant and satisfactory, as it provides for us a revelation of truth and a detection of
error to us; and it satisfies our highest desires, by enriching our minds with excellent and useful
knowledge and guidance.  Wisdom directs us toward the noblest objects and to honorable service. 

2. Wisdom allows us to acquire and to enjoy all the good and happiness we are capable of. 
3. Wisdom frees us from anxious doubt in our actions as well as from the consequences of mistakes. 
4. Wisdom begets in us a hope of success in our actions. 
5. Wisdom prevents discouragement from the possibility of ill-success, and makes disappointment tolerable. 
6. Wisdom puts into perspective our troubles, griefs, and pains which are a part of life.  Wisdom moderates

their influence. 
7. Wisdom always has a good conscience attending it. 
8. Wisdom confers on its possessor a facility, expert readiness, and dexterity in action which is a very

pleasant and commodious quality.  In other words, wisdom provides us with good options in an ever-
changing world. 

9. Wisdom disposes us with judgment to distinguish between right and wrong; good and evil.  We develop
an appreciation for wholesome things. 

10. Wisdom acquaints us with ourselves, our own temper and constitution, our propensities and passions,
our habitudes and capacities. 

11. Wisdom procures and preserves a constant favour and fair respect of men, purchases a good name, and
upholds reputation. 

12. Wisdom instructs us to examine, compare, and rightly to value the objects that court our affections and
challenge our care, merely regulating our passions and moderating our endeavours. 

13. Wisdom preserves order, the parent of peace; and prevents confusion, the mother of iniquity, strife, and 
disquiet.

14. Wisdom discovers our relations, duties, and concernments with respect to men, as well as the natural
grounds of them. 

15. It acquaints us with the nature and reason of the true faith, affording the most convincing arguments to
persuade us to the practice of it. 

16. Wisdom has the benefit of gaining the favour of God, purchases for us a glorious reward, and secures
to us a perpetual felicity. All these things are sources of satisfaction and delight. 

From http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/tbi/view.cgi?bk=19&ch=3 accessed February 2, 2015. 
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It may be helpful to see this chapter as a contiguous whole: 

A Complete Translation of Proverbs 3

A Reasonably Literal Translation A Reasonably Literal Paraphrase

5 admonitions lead to 5 good results

My son, do not forsake my instruction 
and [let] your heart keep [and preserve] my
prohibitions [and precepts], 
for these things [lit., they] will add a long life [to you],
[as well as] an abundant life and peace to you. 
Grace and truth will not forsake you.  
Bind them around your neck 
[and] write them on the tablet of your heart, 
so that you will find favor and pleasant understanding
in the eyes of Elohim and man. 

My son, do not abandon my instruction; 
let your heart ruminate on my prohibitions [and
precepts], 
for these things will add a long life and an abundant
life to you, as well as give you peace. 
You will not be forsaken by grace and truth.  
Therefore, let them guide you in life; remember them, 
so that you will find both favor and insight before man
and God. 

Trust in Y howah with all your heart e

and do not rely upon your own understanding [that is,
upon human viewpoint].  
In all your ways, acquire His knowledge 
and He [even He] will smooth out your paths [in life]. 
Do not become wise in your own estimation, 
[but] fear/respect Y howah and turn away from evil.e  

Trust in Jehovah with all your heart 
and do not rely upon your own human viewpoint.  
Continue to acquire knowledge of Him in all your ways 
and He will smooth out your life and its direction. 
Do not become wise in your own conceit, 
but fear and respect Jehovah as you turn away from
evil. 

You are a healing to your naval and a refreshment [or,
marrow] to your bones. 

This approach to life will result in a good mental
attitude and good health. 

Honor Y howah with your wealth e

and from the firstfruits of all your produce; 
then your storehouses will be filled [with] plenty 
and your vats will [almost] burst open [with] new wine. 

If you honor Jehovah with your income 
and with the first part of all your produce, 
then your storehouses will be filled with plenty 
and your vats will be ready to burst with new wine. 

Do not despise God’s discipline

Do not despise the correction of Y howah, my son, e

and do not abhor [or, dread] His reproof; 
for whom He loves, Y howah reproves; e

as a father, He delights [in His] son. 

Do not despise the correction of the LORD, my son; 
and do not disregard His reproof; 
for whom the LORD loves, He chastens, if necessary, 
just as the father who delights in His son also
disciplines His son. 

Wisdom is far more valuable than gold

Happinesses [to] the man [who] has found wisdom 
and [to the] man [who] has obtained understanding.  
Her profit [is] more than the wealth of silver 
and her yield [is] greater than gold; 
[for] she [is] more valuable than [precious] gems 
and all that you desire cannot be compared with her. 

Happy is the man who has found wisdom 
and who has obtained understanding.  
There is greater wealth to be gotten from wisdom than
from silver; 
the possession of wisdom yields more than a gold
mine; 
for she is more valuable than precious stones 
and all that you desire cannot be compared to her. 
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A Complete Translation of Proverbs 3

A Reasonably Literal Translation A Reasonably Literal Paraphrase

Long life [is] in her right hand; 
[and] riches and honor [are] in her left hand. 
Her ways [are] the ways of delight 
and all of her paths [are] peaceful [and prosperous].  
She [is] a tree of sustaining life to those who lay a hold
of her; 
and those who acquire her are blessed. 

Wisdom offers you both a long life as well as riches
and honor. 
Wisdom leads the way to delight; 
and one will find peace and prosperity along her paths. 
She is a tree of sustaining life and prosperity to those
who lay a hold of her; 
and all those who acquire wisdom are blessed. 

God used His wisdom to create and establish the heavens and earth

By [His] wisdom, Y howah established the earth; e

by [His] understanding, He set up the heavens; 
by [His] knowledge, the ocean depths were split apart 
and clouds drop down rain. 

Jehovah established the earth in His wisdom; 
He set up the heavens with His understanding; 
and with His knowledge, the ocean depths were split
apart 
and the clouds now drop down rain. 

Trust God’s wisdom and understanding under all conditions

My son, do not let them [God’s wisdom and
understanding] depart from your sight; 
guard sound wisdom and discretion, 
and they will become life [and refreshment] to your
soul 
and a blessing to your volition [lit., neck]. 

My son, do not allow God’s wisdom and knowledge to
depart from you; 
guard this wisdom and discretion, 
so that they will become life and refreshment to your
soul, 
as well as grace and blessing to all your decisions. 

Then you will walk safely [and confidently] along your
way 
and you will not stumble [lit., strike against your feet]. 
You will not be afraid when you sleep; 
in fact, your rest will be pleasant when you lie down. 

Then you will walk securely and confidently without
stumbling. 
You will not experience fear when you sleep; 
in fact, your rest will be pleasant to you when you lie
down. 

Do not be afraid of a sudden terror 
or from the destruction of the wicked when it comes, 
for Y howah is your confidence [and hope] e

and He will keep your foot from being snagged.

Do not be afraid when sudden terrors emerge 
or when the destruction of the wicked comes, 
for Jehovah is your confidence and your hope, 
and He will keep you from being drawn into the trap.

You will not withhold good [or aid] from His people [lit.,
citizens, inhabitants] 
when [it] is in the power of your hand to do [so]. 
Do not say to your neighbor, “Go and return and
tomorrow I will give [you what you need];” 
when the substance [is] with you. 

During a disaster, you will not withhold good things or
aid from His people 
when it is in your power to help them. 
Do not tell a neighbor, “Leave me, and return here
tomorrow, and then I will give you what you need;” 
when you have what is needed with you. 

Do not devise evil against your neighbor 
or [against] the one dwelling securely near you. 
You will not bring suit against a man without cause 
if he has not done evil [to] you. 

Do not devise evil against your neighbor 
or against the one dwelling securely near  you. 
You will not file a frivolous lawsuit against a man who
has done you no wrong.
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A Complete Translation of Proverbs 3

A Reasonably Literal Translation A Reasonably Literal Paraphrase

Do not be envious of a violent man 
and do not choose [to follow] any of his paths, 
for the perverse [or, deviant] is an abomination of
Y howah, e

and His fellowship [or, council] is with those of
integrity. 

Do not be envious of violent men 
and do not follow any of their path, 
for perverse men are an abomination of Jehovah, 
Who enjoys fellowship only with men of integrity. 

God’s treatment of the arrogant and of the grace oriented

The curse of Y howah [is] on the house of the wicked e

but He blesses the abode of righteous [men]. 

Jehovah’s curse is on the house of the wicked, 
but He gives great blessing to the dwelling place of
righteous men. 

If He [even] He scorns the arrogant [lit., the boasters,
the scorners], 
then He gives grace to the grace oriented. 

Surely, God scorns the arrogant 
and gives grace to the humble. 

Wise ones will inherit honor [and recognition] 
but fools exalt shame [and disgrace]. 

Those who are wise will inherit honor and recognition, 
but fools exalt and celebrate shame and disgrace. 
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The following Psalms would be appropriately studied at this time: 

R. B. Thieme, Jr. covered this chapter in lesson #6 of his 1966 Proverbs series. 
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Word Cloud from a Reasonably Literal Paraphrase of Proverbs 3

Word Cloud from Exegesis of Proverbs 3208

These two graphics should be very similar; this means that the exegesis of Proverbs 3 has stayed on topic and
has covered the information found in this chapter of the Word of God. 

 Some words have been left out of this graphic; including Strong’s, BDB, and pronounced.  Looks like I should have removed208

the word Proverbs. 
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