THE BOOK OF ESTHER

The feast of King Abasuerus;

CHAPTER1

1 Anditwasinthedaysof
Ahasuerus(thisisAhasueruswho
reigned from Indiaeven to Ethio-
pia over a hundred and twenty-
Seven provinces).

2  Inthosedayswhen King
Ahasuerus sat onthethroneof his
kingdom, which wasin Shushan,
thepalace,

3 In the third year of his
reign, hemadeafeast tod| hischief
rulers and his servants; the re-
sources of Persiaand Media, the
first rulersand chief rulersof the
provinceswerebefore hisface.

4  When he showed the
richesof hisheavy gloriousking-
dom and the heavy honor of the
greatness of his ornamentation
many days, ahundred and eighty
days,

5 Andwhenthesedayswere
fulfilled, thekingmadeafeast todl
the people who were present in
Shushan, the palace, both to the
great and small, seven daysinthe
court of the garden of theking's
palace;

6 Where were white linen,
green, and blue, fastened with
cords of fine cotton and purpleto
slver rings, and columnsof marble;
the beds were of gold and silver
upon apavement of artificia white
marble, and bleached, and mother
of pearl, and black marble.

7  Andthey gavethemdrink
invessalsof gold (vessels, diverse
vessels), and royal winein abun-
dance, according to the hand of the

king.
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Vashti refuses to dance before them

8 Andthedrinkingwasac-
cording to theroyal decree; none
ing sted, becausethustheking had
appointed to all the great ones of
his house that they should do ac-
cording to his pleasure, man by
man.

9 Also Vashti, the queen,
madeafeast for thewomeninthe
roya house which was to King
Ahasuerus.

10 Ontheseventh day, when
theheart of theking wasgood with
wine, hesaidto Mehuman, Biztha,
Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha,
Zethar, and Carcas, the seven eu-
nuchswho served beforetheface
of Ahasuerus, theking,

11 Tobring Vashti, thequeen,
beforetheface of theking with the
roya crownto show the peopleand
the princesher beauty, becauseshe
wasgood in appearance.

12 And Queen Vashti refused
to comeat theking’sword by his
eunuchs, and theking burst outin
rage exceedingly, and his anger
burnedinhim.

13 And the king said to the
wisemenwho knew thetimes (be-
causethuswastheking' swordfac-
ing al who knew royal decreeand
judgment;

14 And next to him was
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha,
Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and
Memucan, theseven chief rulersof
Persia and Media, who saw the
king'sfaceandwho sat firstinthe

kingdom),
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15 What shal wedoto Queen
Vashti according to royal decree,
because shehas not donetheedict
of King Ahasuerusby theeunuchs?

16 AndMemucansaidbefore
the face of the king and the chief
rulers, Vashti, the queen, has not
only bent away from theking, but
fromdl thechief rulers, and from
all the people who arein al the
provincesof King Ahasuerus,

17 Because word about the
queenwill goout to al women, so
thet they will despisetheir husbands
intheir eyeswhenit shall besaid,
KingAhasuerussaidto Vashti, the
gueen, to comein beforehisface,
and shedid not come.

18 Thisday thechief ladiesof
Persaand Mediawho haveatten-
tively heard word of the queen will
say to all the king's chief rulers,
Enough! There will be contempt
and rage!

19 If it is good to the king,
causearoyal wordto go out from
before hisface, and causeit to be
written among theroyal decreesof
the Persians and the Medes, and
let it not be crossed over that Vadhti
not come beforetheface of King
Ahasuerus, andlet theking giveher
dominionto another femal e asso-
Ciate better than she.

20 Andtheking'sjudicia sen-
tence will be attentively heard,
which heshadl makethroughout dl
hisempire (becauseitisgreat), and
al thewivesshdl giveheavy honor
to their husbands, from the great
eventothesmall.

21 Andthewordwasgoodin
the eyesof the king and the chief
rulers, and theking did according
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to theword of Memucan;

22 Andhesentwritingsinto
al theking'sprovinces, into prov-
ince by provinceaccordingtoits
writing, and to people and people
after their tongue, that every man
wastoexercisedominioninhisown
house, and that it should be spo-
keninthetongue of every people.

CHAPTER2

1 After these words, when
thewrath of King Ahasuerus sub-
sided, heremembered VVashti, and
what she had done, and what was
cut out against her.

2 And the king's servants
who ministered to him said, Let
there be sought for theking young
virginsgood in appearance,

3 Andletthekingcausevis-
torstovisitinall the provinces of
hiskingdom, that they may gather
together dl theyoungvirgins, good
ingppearance, to Shushan, thepal-
ace, to the house of the women,
into the hand of Hegai, theking's
eunuch, the one hedging about the
women, and let them be given
soaps, and perfumesfor their bath;

4  Andlethegirl whoisgood
inthe eyesof theking ascend the
thronein placeof Vashti. Anditwas
agoodwordintheeyesof theking,
and hedid so.

5 Therewasin Shushan, the
palace, aman, aJew, and hisname
was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the
son of Shimel, the son of Kish, a
Benjamite,

6 Whowastransported asa
stripped captive from Jerusalem
with the captivity which had been
transported as stripped captives
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with Jeconiah, king of Judah, whom
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of
Babylon, had transported as
stripped captives.

7 And he was the one to
whom Hadassehwasentrusted; she
was Esther, hisuncle' sdaughter,
because to her was not father or
mother, and the girl wasbeautiful
inform and good in appearance;
and her father and mother were
dead, whom Mordecai took for his
own daughter.

8 Anditwas, theking'sword
and hisroyal decree were atten-
tively heard, and many girlswere
gathered together to Shushan, the
palace, into the hand of Hegai; and
Esther was taken to the king's
house, into the hand of Hegai, the
onewho hedged about thewomen.

9 Andthegirl wasgood in
hiseyes, and shelifted mercy be-
fore hisface; and he trembled as
he gave her, her soaps, and per-
fumeswith her specified portions,
andsavenmaids, seen,® to begiven
her, out of theking’'shouse; and he
changed her and her maidsto the
best place in the house of the
women.

10 Esther had not caused her
peopleand her lineageto stand out
boldly, because Mordecai had
commanded upon her that she
should not cause it to stand out
boldly.

9 2:9 seen, raah, the regular word for see.
Apparently what is meant by seen in this sen-
tence is that the seven maids given to attend
Esther had been chosen by someone's seeing
them, and choosing them for their beauty as
appropriate for this position.

11 And each day ay
Mordecai walked beforetheface
of the court of thewomen’shouse
to know the peace of Esther and
what should be doneto her.

12 Andwhentheorder of suc-
cessonfor girl by girl togotoKing
Ahasueruswastouched, shewas
at theend, according to theroyal
decree of women, of twelve new
moons (because so werethe days
of their beingmassaged withdeans-
ing perfumes fulfilled - six new
moonswith oil of myrrh, and six
new moonswith oil of balsam, and
washing of thewomen),

13 Andthisgirl cametothe
king; whatever shesaid wasgiven
her to go with her out of thehouse
of thewomen to theking’shouse.

14  Inthedusk shewent, and
inthe dawn shereturned into the
second house of thewomen, into
the hand of Shaashgaz, theking's
eunuch, who hedged about the con-
cubines; she did not cometo the
king again unlessthekingwasin-
clined to her, and shewas called
by name.

15 Andwhentheorder of suc-
onfor Esther wastouched, the
daughter of Abihail, the uncle of
Mordecai, who had taken her for
hisdaughter, to goto theking, she
sought no word, but what Hegai,
the king’s eunuch, the one who
hedged about the women, said.
Andto Esther wasgraceintheeyes
of al who saw her.

16 And Esther was taken to
King Ahasuerusinto hisroya house
inthetenth new moon, that isthe
new moon, Tebeth, inthe seventh
year of hisreign.
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17 Andthekingloved Esther
aboved| thewomen, and shelifted
grace and mercy before his face
morethanal thevirgins, and heput
theroya crown upon her head, and
sheascended thethroneintheplace
of Vadhti.

18 Andthekingmadeagresat
feastto all hischief rulersand his
servants, Esther’s feast, and he
madearest! 8to the provinces, and
gavegiftsaccording to the hand of
theking.

19 Andwhenthevirginswere
gathered together the second time,
and Mordecai sat in the king's
gate,l 9

20 Esther had not yet caused
her lineage and her peopleto stand
out boldly, what Mordecai had
commanded her, and Esther did the
edict of Mordeca, aswhen shewas
brought up by him.

21 In those days while
Mordeca satintheking'sgete, two
of theking’seunuchs, Bigthanaand
Teresh, of thosewho hedged about
thevestibule, burst outinrage, and
sought to lay hand on King
Ahasuerus.

22 Andthewordwasknown
to Mordecai who caused it to stand
out boldly to Esther, thequeen, and
Esther said it to the king in
Mordeca’sname.

18 2:18 rest, hanachah, which means a
rest from responsibilities. It may have been a
time of rest from work. The Septuagint un-
derstood it to mean a time of rest from taxa-
tion.

192:19 sat in theking' s gate, meansto bean
official inthe administration of theking, because
al public government businesswas conductedin
thegate. The gate of the city wasthe officia place
of government decisions dealing with the
people.
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23 And when search was
madeof theword, it wasfound out;
thereforethey were both hanged?®
onatree, andit waswritteninthe
book of thewords of the daysbe-
forethefaceof theking.

CHAPTERS3

1 After these words King
Ahasuerus made Haman, the son
of Hammedatha, the Agagite, gredt,
and lifted him, and put histhrone
over al thechief rulerswho were
withhim.

2 Andal theking'sservants
who werein theking’s gate bent
their knees and prostrated them-
selvesto Haman; the king had so
commanded concerning him. And
Mordecai did not bend hisknees
and hedid not prostrate himself to
him.

3 Andtheking's servants,
who wereintheking’sgate, said
to Mordecai, Why do you cross
over theking’scommand?

4 Anditwas, they saiditto
him day by day, and hedid not at-
tentively hear them, and they
caused it to stand out boldly to
Haman to seewhether Mordecai’s
wordswould stand because he had
caused it to stand out boldly to
them that hewasaJew.

5 And Haman saw that
Mordecai did not bend hisknees,
anddid not progratehimsdf tohim,
and Hamanwasfull of wrath.

6 Anditwasnothinginhis
eyesto send out hishandsagainst
Mordecai only, becausethey had

2 2:23 hanged on a tree, talah ets, hanged
on atree in crucifixion, not with a rope around
the neck.
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caused the people of Mordecai to
stand out boldly to him, and Haman
sought to desolate all the Jews, the
people of Mordecai, who were
throughout the whol e kingdom of
Ahasuerus.

7 Inthefirst new moon, that
is the new moon Nisan, in the
twelfth year of King Ahasuerus,
they letfall Pur, that is, thelot, be-
foretheface of Haman from day
to day, and from new moonto new
moon, tothetwdfth, thatisthenew
moon Adar.

8 AndHaman said to king
Ahasuerus, Thereexistsonepeople
scattered and separate among the
peopleinall the provincesof your
kingdom, and their royal decrees
are diverse from al people; and
they do not do theking'sroyd de-
crees; and it doesnot level out for
theking toleavethem.

9 Ifitisgoodtotheking, let
it be written that they may be
causedtobelost, and | will weigh
out ten thousand talents of silver
into the hands of thosewho dothe
work to bringitintotheking' strea-
suries,

10 Andthekingtook off his
sgnet ring fromhishand, and gave
it to Haman, the son of
Hammedatha, the Agagite, theone
who oppressed the Jews.

11 And the king said to
Haman, Theslverisgiventoyou,
and the peopl e, to dowith them as
itisgoodinyour eyes.

12 And the king's scribes
were called on thethirteenth day
of the first new moon, and there
was written according to all that
Haman had commanded to the

king'sprovincia governors, evento
thegovernorswhowereover prov-
ince by province, and to the chief
rulers of people by people, prov-
ince by province, accordingtoits
writing, and to people by peoplein
their tongue; it was written, and
sededwiththeking'ssgnetringin
thename of king Ahasuerus.

13 Andthewritingsweresent
by the hand of runnersinto al the
king’sprovinces, to desolatethem,
to strike fatally, and to cause all
Jews to be lost, both young, and
old, littlechildren, and women, in
oneday, uponthethirteenth of the
twel fthnew moon, whichisthenew
moon, Adar, and to plunder their
Spoil.
14 Thetranscript of thewrit-
ingtobegivenasaroyal decreein
all, province by province, wasre-
vededtodl people, that they should
be prepared against that day.

15 The runners went out,
urged on by the king’sword, and
the royal decree was given in
Shushan, the palace. And theking
and Haman sat down to drink, but
thecity Shushanwasperplexed.

CHAPTER4
1 And Mordecai knew by
seeing all that was done, and
Mordecai tore hisclothes, and put
on sackcloth with ashes, and went
out into the midst of thecity, and
screamed agreat and abitter cry;
2 Andcameasfar asbefore
thefaceof theking' sgate, because
nonemight enter intotheking' sgate
inagarment of sackcloth.
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3 And in all, province by
province, wherever theking'sword
and hisroyal decreetouchedthere
was great mourning among the
Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and
wailing, and many lay insackcloth
and ashes.

4  And Esther’s maids and
her eunuchscame, and causedit to
stand out boldly to her. And the
gueen twisted in anguish exceed-
ingly, and she sent garments to
clotheMordecai, and to take away
hissackclothfrom him, and hedid
not receivethem.

5 And Esther called for
Hatach of the eunuchsof theking,
whom he stood before her face,
and commanded him concerning
Mordecai to know by seeing why
thisand why that.

6 And Hatach went out to
Mordecal into thestreet of thecity,
who was before the face of the
king'sgate.

7 And Mordecai caused to
stand out boldly to himall that had
happened to him, and of the dis-
tinct declaration of the silver that
Haman had saidtoweigh out tothe
king's treasuries for the Jews to
causethemto belost.

8 Andhegavehimthetran-
script of the writing of the royal
decreethat wasgiven at Shushan
to desolatethem, to let Esther see
it, andto causeit to stand out boldly
to her, and to command upon her
that sheshould gointotheking, to
stoop downto himasking for grace,
and to seek out grace before his
facefor her people.
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9 And Hatach came, and
caused to stand out boldly to Esther
thewordsof Mordeca.

10 Again Esther said to
Hatach, and commanded him to
Mordeca,

11 Alltheking'sservantsand
the people of theking’s provinces
know that al, man and woman,
who shall comeintothekinginto
theinner court whoisnot called,
hisoneroyal decreeisto put him
to death, separate from those to
whom theking shall hold out the
golden scepter, and he may live;
and | havenot been called to come
intothekingthesethirty days.

12 Andthey caused Esther’s
words to stand out boldly to
Mordecai.

13 AndMordecai saidtore-
turn to Esther, Do not make com-
parison within your soul that you
shall escape in the king's house
morethan al the Jews,

14 Becauseif,devisngins-
lence, youdeviseinsilenceat this
time, room to breathe freely and
deliverance shall stand up to the
Jewsfrom another place; and you
andyour father’'shouseshdl belog;
and who knowsiif you have laid
your hand upon the kingdom for
suchatimeasthis?

15 AndEsther saidtothemto
returnto Mordecai,

16 Walk, gather together all
the Jewswho arein Shushan, and
fast for me, and do not eat, and do
not drink threedays, night, and day;
aso, | and my maidswill fast like-
wise; andsol will gointotheking,
whichisnot accordingtotheroya
decree; andif | anlost, | amlost.
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17 AndMordecai crossed on,
anddid accordingto al that Esther
had commanded him.

CHAPTERS

1 Anditwasonthethirdday,
that Esther put on royalty, and
goodintheinner court of theking's
houseinfront of theking'shouse,
and the king sat upon his royal
throneintheroyal houseinfront of
the gate of the house.

2 Anditwas, whentheking
saw Esther, thequeen, standingin
the court, she lifted gracein his
eyes, andtheking held out to Esther
the golden scepter that wasin his
hand; and Esther drew near, and
laid her hand on the head of the
scepter.

3 Andtheking said to her,
What will you, queen Esther? And
what isyour petition? Tothehalf of
thekingdom shdl begivenyou.

4  And Esther said, If it is
goodtotheking, let theking, and
Haman cometoday to the banquet
that | havemadefor him.

5 Andthekingsaid, Cause
Hamantoflow asliquid, that hemay
dotheword of Esther. Andtheking
and Haman came to the banquet
that Esther had made.

6 AndthekingsaidtoEsther
a thebanquet of wine, What isyour
request? Andit shal begivenyou.
Andwhat isyour petition? Tothe
haf of thekingdomit shall bedone.

7 AndEsther answered, and
said, My request and my petition
is

8 Iftomethereisgracein
theeyesof theking, andif itisgood
to theking to givemy request, and

to do my petition, let theking and
Haman cometo the banquet that |
shall makefor them, and | will do
tomorrow theword of theking.

9  AndHamanwent out that
day joyful and good of heart, and
Haman saw Mordecai intheking's
gate; and he did not rise up, and
did not trembleof him, and Haman
was filled with anger against
Mordecai.

10 And Haman restrained
himsalf, and hecameto hishouse;
and he sent, and called for those
heloved, and Zeresh, hiswife.

11 AndHamantallied up to
themtheheavy glory of hisriches,
and the multitude of hischildren,
anddl inwhich theking had made
him great, and how he had lifted
him abovethechief rulersand ser-
vantsof theking.

12 And Haman said, Yes,
Esther, thequeen, broughtinnoone
with the king to the banquet that
she had done but myself; and to-
morrow | amcaledtoher dsowith
theking.

13 Anddl thislevelsout noth-
ingtomethewholetimethat | see
Mordecai, the Jew, sitting at the
king'sgate.

14 AndZeresh, hiswife, and
al thosewholovedhimsaidtohim,
L et timber be made of fifty cubits
high, and tomorrow you say tothe
king that Mordecai should be
hanged uponit; thenyougoinjoy-
fully with theking to the banquet.
Andtheword wasgood beforethe
face of Haman, and he caused the
timber to be made.
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CHAPTER®G

1 In that night sleep was
driven fromtheking, and hesaid
to bring the book of recordsof the
wordsof the days, and they were
called out before the face of the
king.

2 Anditwasfound written,
that Mordecai had caused it to
stand out boldly concerning
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the
king'seunuchswho hedged about
the door, who sought to send out
their hand againgt King Ahasuerus.

3 Andtheking said, What
heavy honor and greatness has
been done to Mordecai for this?
Andtheking’'sservantswho min-
isteredto himsaid, Not aword has
been donefor him.

4  Andthekingsaid, Whois
inthecourt? And Haman had come
into the outer court of theking's
house to say to the king to hang
Mordeca onthetimber that hehad
setupfor him.

5 And the king's servants
said to him, Behold, Haman is
standing inthecourt. Andtheking
said, Lethimcomein.

6 AndHamancamein. And
theking said to him, What shall be
donetothemanfor whomtheking
isinclined to do heavy honor? And
Haman saidin hisheart, Towhom
would the king be inclined to do
heavy honor morethanto myself?

7 And Haman said to the
king, Themantowhomthekingis
inclined to do heavy honor:

8 Let theroya apparel be
brought whichtheking wears, and
the horse that the king rides, and

830

theroyd crownwhichisgivenupon
hishead,

9 Andlettheagppard andthe
horse be given into the hand of a
man of the king's grandest chief
rulers, and that they clothetheman
towhomthekingisinclinedtodo
heavy honor, and causehimtoride
upon the horse through the street
of thecity, and call out before his
face: Thusshall it be doneto the
man whomthekingisinclined to
do heavy honor.

10 And the king said to
Haman, Flow likeliquid; takethe
apparel, and the horse, what you
have spoken, and do so to
Mordecal, the Jew, who sitsat the
king'sgate; do not let aword fall
of al that you have spoken.

11 And Haman took the ap-
parel and the horse, and clothed
Mordecai, and caused himtoride
through the street of the city, and
called out before his face: Thus
ghdl it bedonetothemantowhom
the king isinclined to do heavy
honor.

12 AndMordecai returnedto
theking'sgate. And Haman has-
tened to hishouse mourning and
having hishead covered.

13 AndHamantallied up to
Zeresh, hiswife, and all hisloved
onesall that had happened to him.
And hiswisemen and Zeresh, his
wife, saidtohim, If Mordecai isof
the seed of the Jews, beforewhose
faceyou havebeguntofdl, youshdl
not be able against him, because,
fdling, youshdl fal beforehisface.

14 They continued speaking
with him, and theking’seunuchs
arrived, and Haman tremblingwas
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brought to the banquet that Esther
had made.

CHAPTER7

1 Andtheking and Haman
cameto banquet with Esther, the
queen.

2 Andthekingsaidto Esther
also onthe second day at the ban-
quet of wine, What isyour request,
Queen Esther?Andit shdl begiven
you. Andwheat isyour petition? And
to the half of thekingdomit shall
be done.

3  AndEsther, thequeen, an-
swered and said, If thereisgrace
toward meinyour eyes, Ohking,
andif itisgood to theking, let be
giventomemy soul a my request,
and my peopleat my petition!

4  Becauseweaesold, | and
my people, to be desolated, to be
struck fataly, andtobelost. Andiif
we had been sold for menservants
and maidservants | would have
devisedin silence, becausethe op-
pressor could not level out the
king’'sdamage.

5 AndKingAhasuerussad,
and saidto Esther, thequeen-Who
ishethat, and whereishethat, has
filled hisheartto do s0?

6 AndEsther said, The op-
pressing man andtheonehatingis
thisevil Haman. And Hamanfeared
beforetheface of theking and the
queen.

7  Andthekingrosefromthe
banquet of wine into the palace
garden in hiswrath, and Haman
stood to seek for hissoul to Esther,
the queen, because he saw that evil
was finished toward him by the

king.

8 Andtheking returned out
of the palacegardeninto thehouse
of the banquet of wine, and Haman
had fallen upon the bed on which
Esther was. And theking said, Will
he also tread down the queen with
mein the house? The word went
out of theking’smouth. They cov-
ered Haman'sface.

9 AndHarbonah, oneof the
eunuchs, said beforetheface of the
king, Behold a so, thetimber fifty
cubitshighwhich Haman had made
for Mordecai, who had spoken
good for the king, stands at the
houseof Haman. Andthekingsaid,
Hanghimonit!

10 Andthey hanged Haman
on thetimber that hehad set up for
Mordecai. And the king's wrath
subsided.

CHAPTERS

1 On that day King
Ahasuerus gave the house of
Haman, the Jews oppressor, to
Esther, the queen. And Mordecal
came beforetheface of theking,
because Esther had caused to stand
out boldly who hewasto her.

2 Andthekingtook off his
seal, which he had crossed over
from Haman, and gave it to
Mordecai. And Esther put
Mordeca over thehouseof Haman.

3 And again Esther spoke
beforetheface of theking, and fell
down beforehisfaceat hisfeet, and
with tearsstooped down asking for
grace from him to cross over the
evil of Haman, the Agagite, and his
device that he had calculated
againgt the Jews.
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4  Andtheking held out the
golden scepter to Esther, and
Esther rose, and stood before the
faceof theking,

5 Andsad, Iftothekingitis
good, andif thereisgracetoward
me before hisface, and theword
isright beforetheface of theking,
andl angoodinhiseyes, letit be
written to turn back the writings
devised by Haman, the son of
Hammedatha, the Agagite, which
he wrote to cause the Jews who
areinal theking'sprovincesto be
logt,

6 Becausehowaml ableto
see the evil that shall be to my
people? And how am | ableto see
thedestruction of my kindred?

7 AndKingAhasuerussaid
to Esther, the queen, and to
Mordecai, the Jew, Behold, | have
given Esther the house of Haman,
and they have hanged himuponthe
timber, because he sent out hishand
uponthe Jews.

8 Andyouwriteconcerning
the Jewswhat isgood inyour eyes
intheking’ sname, and sedl it with
theking'ssignet ring, becausethe
writingwhichiswrittenintheking’s
name, and sealed with theking's
signet ring, nonemay turn it back.

9 And the king's scribes
werecalled at that timeinthethird
new moon, that isthe new maoon,
Sivan, onthetwenty-third, and it
was written according to all that
Mordecai commandedtothe Jews,
andtotheprovincia governors, and
thegovernorsof smaller districts,
and chief rulers of the provinces
whicharefrom Indiato Ethiopia, a
hundred and twenty-seven prov-
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inces, written provinceby province,
and people by people in their
tongue, and written to the Jewsin
their tongue.

10 Andhewroteinthename
of King Ahasuerus, and sealed it
withtheking'ssgnet ring, and sent
writings by thehand of runnerson
horses, andridersonrelay animals,
mules, sonsof brood mares,

11 Inwhichthekinggavethe
Jewswhichwerein every city by
city to gather themselvestogether,
and stand for their souls, to deso-
late, to strikefatally, and to cause
to be lost, al the resources of
people and province who would
press upon them, little ones and
women, and to taketheir spoil to
plunder,

12 Upon one day in al the
provincesof King Ahasuerus, upon
the thirteenth of the twelfth new
moon, that isthe new moon, Adar.

13 Thetranscript of thewrit-
ing of theroyd decreegiveninthe
whole, province by province, was
revealedto al people, and that the
Jews should be prepared against
that day to avengethemselveson
thosehating them.

14 Andtherunnerswhorode
uponrelay animals- mules- went
out, trembling, and urged on by the
king'sword; and theroyal decree
wasgiven at Shushan, thepaace.

15 And Mordecai went out
fromtheface of thekinginroyal
apparel of purple and white, and
withagreet crown of gold, andwith
arobeof finelinenand purple, and
the city of Shushan rejoiced and
wasglad.



The Jews strike all those who hate them; the Jews are exalted for fear of Mordecai  ESTHER 9

16 To the Jews was bright-
ness, and gladness, and joy, and
heavy honor.

17 Andin each province by
province, and in each city by city,
wherever theking’' sword and his
roya decreetouched, the Jewshad
joy, and gladness, afeast, and a
good day. And many of the people
of theland became Jews, because
thefear of the Jewsfell upon them.

CHAPTERY9

1 And in the twelfth new
moon, that isthe new moon, Adar,
onitsthirteenth day, that theking’'s
word and hisroyal decreearrived
to be done, in the day that those
hating the Jews expected to rule
over them, and it wasturned about
that the Jews had rule over them
who hated them;

2 TheJewsgathered them-
selves together in their cities
throughout dl the provincesof king
Ahasuerusto send out their hand
on those who sought evil against
them; and no man could stand be-
foretheir face becausethefear of
themfell uponal people.

3 Andal thechief rulersof
the provinces, and the provincia
governors, and the governors of
amaller digtricts, andthosewhodid
thework of theking, liftedthe Jews,
becausethefear of Mordecai fell
upon them.

4 Because Mordecai was
great intheking shouse, and his
fame walked throughout al the
provinces, because the man,
Mordecai, walked on and became
greater.

5 And the Jews struck all
those hating themwith the blow of
the sword, and slaughter, and de-
sruction, and did whét they desired
to thosewho hated them.

6 Andin Shushan, the pal-
ace, the Jews fatally struck, and
caused fivehundred mento belost.

7  And Parshandatha, and
Dalphon, and Aspatha,

8 AndPoratha and Adalia,
and Aridatha,

9  AndParmashta andArisal,
andAridal, and Vg ezatha,

10 Theyfatdly struck tensons
of Haman, the son of Hammedatha,
the oppressor of the Jews, and they
did not send out their hand onthe
Spoil.
11 Onthat day the number of
those who were struck fatally in
Shushan, the palace, was brought
beforetheface of theking.

12 And the king said to
Esther, the queen, The Jews have
fataly struck, and caused fivehun-
dred men in Shushan, the pal ace,
to be lost, and the ten sons of
Haman; what havethey doneinthe
rest of theking'sprovinces? And
what isyour request, andit shall be
givenyou, or what isyour petition
further, andit shall bedone?

13 And Esther said, If it is
goodtotheking, letit begivento
the Jews who are in Shushan to-
morrow also to do according to
today’s royal decree, and let
Haman'’ sten sonsbe hanged upon
thetimber.

14 Andthekingsaidittobe
done so; and theroyal decreewas
givenat Shushan, and they hanged
Haman’sten sons.
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15 AndtheJewswhowerein

Shushan gathered themselvesto-
gether al so on the fourteenth day
of thenew moon, Adar, and struck
fatally three hundred men at
Shushan; and onthe spoail they did
not send out their hand.

16 And the other Jews who
wereintheking'sprovincesgath-
ered themselves together, and
stood for their souls, and rested
from those hating them, and fatally
struck of those hating them sev-
enty-fivethousand, and they did not
send out their hands on the spoail,

17 Onthethirteenthday of the
new moon, Adar, and on thefour-
teenth of the samethey rested, and
madeit aday of feasting and glad-
ness.

18 AndtheJewswhowereat
Shushan assembl ed together onthe
thirteenth and onthefourteenth; and
they rested on the fifteenth, and
madeit aday of feasting and glad-
ness.

19 Thereforethe Jewsof the
villageswho dweltintheunwalled
camps, madethefourteenth day of
the new moon, Adar, gladness, and
feasting, and a good day, and of
sending portions, a man to his
neighbor.

20 AndMordeca wrotethese
words, and sent writingsto all the
Jewswhowereinall the provinces
of KingAhasuerus, near andfar,

21 To cause to rise among
them that they wereto do thefour-
teenth day of the new moon, Adar,
anditsfifteenth, eachyear by year,

22 Asthedaysinwhichthe
Jewsrested fromthose hating them,
and the new moon which was
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turned about to them from sorrow
tojoy, and from mourning into a
good day, that they should make
them daysof feasting, andjoy, and
of sending portions, amanto his
neighbor, and giftsto the poor.

23 And the Jews undertook
to do what they had begun, and
what Mordeca had writtentothem,

24 Because Haman, the son
of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the
oppressor of al the Jews, had cal-
culated against the Jewsto cause
themto belost, and had let Pur?4
fall, that is, the lot, to consume
them, andto causethemto belost;

25 And when Esther came
beforethefaceof theking, hesaid
by lettersthat hiswicked device
which he calculated against the
Jews should return upon hisown
head, and that he and his sons
should be hanged on thetimber.

26 Thereforethey caledthese
days Purim after thename of Pur.
Thereforefor all thewordsof this
letter, and of that which they had
seen concerning this matter, and
which had reached to them, seeNote
9:24

27 The Jews caused to rise,
and took uponthem, and upontheir
seed, and upon al who joined
themsalvesto them, and did not I et
it crossover, that they wereto do
thesetwo daysaccording to their

2.9:24 Pur is a Persian word meaning lot.
Purim is the plural of Pur, lots, and refers to
Esther 3:7 where Haman, and his cohorts let
lots fall for a number of days superstitiously
determining the best day to set for the execu-
tion of al Jews in the world. They adopted
the Persian word for their celebration to show
that God can take the evil plans of those who
hate us, and turn them about to our deliver-
ance and enlargement. Rom 8:28.
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writing, and according to their ap-
pointed timeeach year by year;

28 Andthesedaysareremem-
bered, and done throughout each
generationto generation, family by
family, province by province, and
city by city; andthesedaysof Purim
should not crossover from among
the Jaws, and thememorid of them
should not be snatched away from
their seed.

29 AndEsther, thequeen, the
daughter of Abihail, and Mordecal,
the Jew, wrotewith all authority to
causeto risethis second letter of
Purim.

30 Andhesent thewritingsto
all the Jews, to the hundred and
twenty-seven provinces of the
kingdom of Ahasuerus, words of
peace and truth,

31 Tocausetorisethesedays
of Purimintheir appointed occa-
sion, what Mordecai, the Jew, and
Esther, the queen, had caused to
riseupon them, and what they had
caused to risefor themselves, and
for their seed, the words of the
fastingsandtheir outcry.

32 And the edict of Esther
caused these words of Purim to
rise, and it waswrittenin thebook.

CHAPTER 10

1 AndKingAhasuerusputa
tax of forced labor upontheearth,
and upon thehabitablelandsinthe
sea.

2 And al the acts of his
power, and of hismight, and the
declaration of the greatness of
Mordecai, inwhichtheking enen-
larged him, arethey not writtenin
the book of thewords of the days
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of thekingsof Mediaand Persia?

3 Because Mordecai, the
Jew, was second to King
Ahasuerus, and great among the
Jews, and accepted by the multi-
tude of his brothers, treading to
seek the good of his people, and
speaking peaceto all hisseed.
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