THE PROVERBS

10 know wisdom and corrective discipline;

CHAPTER1

1 Theproverbsof Solomon,
theson of David, king of |sradl:

2  Toknow wisdomand cor-
rectivediscipling;? to discern the
sayingsof understanding;

3 Totakethecorrectivedis-
ciplineof intelligent success, right,
and judgment, and upright happi-
ness;?

4 Togivetothosewho are
open strategic discretion, to the
young man knowledgeand aplan.

5 Awiseonewill atentively
hear, andwill increaseinstruction;
and hewho hasunderstanding shall
possess skills of managing the
ropes;

6 Todiscernaproverb and
itsinterpretation; thewords of the
wiseandtheir riddles.

7  Thefear of Jehovahisthe
beginning of knowledge; fools’
despisewisdomand correctivedis-
cpline

8 Attentively hear, my son,
thecorrectivedisciplineof your fa-
ther, and do not thrust off thelaw
of your mother,

21;2 corrective discipline, muwcar, chas-
tisement, restraint, the correction that par-
ents are to give their children, and that God
gives to anyone who will receive it, especially
His children.

31:3 upright happiness, meyshar, evenness,
and directness, straightness, and the happinessre-
sulting from being straight with God, yoursdlf, and
others. It is the opposite of being crooked.

51;5skillsof managing theropes, tachbulah,
Thisword isawaysin the plural, and meansthe
skillsto manage ropes, whether ropesin theman-
agement of animals, or mechanisms, or in manag-
ing peopleandideas. Wemay think that the phrase,
knowing theropes, isamodern phrase, but it was
aterm describing management skillsfromthevery
beginning of man on earth.

71;7foals, evilyl, perverse, onewhose charac-
ter hastwisted values. We have retained theword
fool, becauseit is as close as English can come.

PROVERBS 1

My son, if sinners try to make you open to them...

9 Because they will be a
garland of graceto your head and
necklaces about your neck.

10 My son, if sinnerstry to
make you open to them, do not
breathein agreement.

11 If they say, Walk with us;
let uslay wait for blood, let ushide
to take theinnocent without cause,

12 Let us swallow them up
aliveand completeastheworld of
the dead, as those who go down
intothepit;

13 Weshdl find all precious
substance; weshall fill our houses
with spoil;

14 Letyourlotfall amongus,
let there be onebag to usall.

15 My son, you do not walk
intheway withthem; withhold your
foot fromtheir path,

16 Becausetheir feet run to
evil, and flow like liquid to spill
blood,

17 Becausethenetistossed
without purposeintheeyesof any
lord of wing,!’

18 Andtheylay wait for their
own blood; they hidefor their own
souls to be taken captive.

19 Thus are the well-trod
pathsof everyonewho plundersfor
gai n;1 Lt takes away the soul of its
lord.

171:17 lord of wing, baal kanaph, liter-
aly lord of wing, meaning any bird, any mas-
ter of flying with his wings. The idea of verses
17-18 is that though it is useless to toss the
net when the bird sees the net, these open to
deception do not have enough insight to know
that in lying in wait for innocent blood they
are laying a trap for their own souls.

19°1:19 Greed for unrighteous gain takes
away, or destroys, your soul.
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PROVERBS 2 wisdom...gives her voice; I have called, and you refused; lake my sayings

20 Outside wisdom is
screaming; shegivesher voicein
the Streets;

21 Sheiscdlingoutattheheed
of commotion; she says her say-
ingsintheentrancesof the gates of
thecity.

22 Until when, youwho are
open minded,?2will you loveyour
open mindedness, and the scoff-
ersdelight in their derision, and
morally stupid ones hate know!-
edge?

23 Turn back at my rebuke;
behold, I will gushforth my Spirit
to you; | will make known my
wordstoyou.

24 Takeheed; | havecalled,
and you refused; | have stretched
out my hand, and none pricked up
hisears;

25 And you have stripped
away al my counsel, and none
would bregtheinagreement withmy
rebuke!

26 | also will laugh at your
bending under oppression; | will
mock when your fear comes,

27 Whenyour fear comesas
atempest, and your bending under
oppression arrivesasasnatching
hurricane, when distress and an-

22 1:22 open mindedness, pathah; pathah
meansto be open to whatever istrying to enter you.
You should be open to God, but not open to
the deceptions of man and Satan. Broad
mindedness and open mindedness has been a
tool of Satan since the Snake told Eve that
she should be open minded about the tree of
experiential knowledge of good and evil. Open
mindedness is enforced by governments all
over the world today, and has been in many
ages of the past. Open mindedness will get
you destroyed. You haveto fasten your mind upon
Jehovah God and His Son, Jesus, the Messiah, and
be closed to every thought and action that comes
against Him and His Word.
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guish comeupon you.

28 Thenthey shall call upon
me, and | will not answer; they will
seek meinthedawn, and they will
not findme;

29 Instead, because they
hated knowledge, and did not
choosethefear of Jehovah,

30 They would not breathe
after my counsel; they despised al
my rebuke;

31 Andthey shall eat thefruit
of their own way, and be satiated
withtheir own counsels,

32 Becausetheturning away
from God of those opentoit will
fataly strikethem, and thetranquil
security of thosemordly stupidwill
causethemto belost.

33 Andwhoever attentively
hearsmewill resdesafely, and will
beat peacefromfear of evil.

CHAPTER2

1 Myson,if youwill tekemy
sayings, and hide my command-
mentswithyou,

2  Sothat you prick up your
ears to wisdom, and stretch out
your heart to understanding,

3 Becausg if youcdl out af-
ter understanding, and you give
your voicefor understanding,

4  If you seek her assilver,
and search for her as secret trea-
sures,

5 Thenyoushdl discernthe
fear of Jehovah, and find the
knowledge of God.

6 Because Jehovah gives
wisdom; out of hismouth comes
knowledge and understanding.



God's word will snatch you from the adulterous woman; God's law gives long life PROVERBS 3

7 Hehides counsel for the
upright, ashield tothemwhowalk
incompleteness.

8 He guards the well-trod
paths of judgment, and hedges
about theway of hismerciful ones.

9 Atthattimeyouwill dis-
cernrighteousness, and judgment,
and upright happiness, every good

h

10 Because wisdom enters
into your heart, and knowledgeis
pleasant to your soul;

11 Wiseplanningwill hedge
you about; understanding will guard
you,

12 To snatch you from the
way of theevil, fromthe manwho
speaks perverseness,

13 Who leavesthewell-trod
pathsof uprightness, towak inthe
waysof darkness,

14 Who rejoices to do evil,
and spinsaround withemotionin
the perverseness of thewicked,

15 Whosewdl-trodwaysare
crooked, and they turn away in
their paths,;

16 Tosnatch!®youfromthe
adulterous woman, from the
stranger who is smooth with her
words,

17 Who forsakesthe family
guideof her youth, and forgetsthe
covenant of her God,

18 Because her house sinks
into death, and her paths to the
shadows of the dead.

16 2:16 Verse 16 and following is the sec-
ond statement stemming from verse 11. Wise
planning will hedge you about; intelli-
gent insight will guard you; 12 [A] to
snatch you from the way of evil.... 16. [B]
to snatch you from the adulterous
woman.

19 Allwhogointoherdonot
return again, and they do not reach
thewell-trod pathsof life.

20 Thatyoumay wakinthe
waly of good, and hedge about the
well-trod paths of therighteous,

21 Because the upright will
reside in the earth, and the com-
pletewill remaininit.

22 Andthewickedwill becut
off fromtheearth, and thedecaltful
will betorn out of it.

CHAPTERS3

1 My son, donotforget my
law, and let your heart guard my
commandments,

2 Becausethey shal addto
youlength of daysand yearsof life
and peace.

3  Donotlet mercy andtruth
forsakeyou; bind them about your
neck; writethem upon thetabl et of
your heart;

4  Andyouwill findgraceand
good intelligent successintheeyes
of God and man.

5 Trustin Jehovahwith all
your heart, and do not lean toward
your own understanding.

6 Inal your waysknow by
seeing him, and heshall makeyour
well-trod pathsupright.

7 Do not be wise in your
own eyes, fear Jehovah, and de-
part fromevil.

8 It shal be heathto your
umbilica cord, and moisturetoyour
bones.

9  Giveheavy honor to Jeho-
vah with your substance, and with
thefirgfruitsof dl yourincome,
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PROVERBS 3 do not despise the corrective discipline of Jehovab; do not withhold payment of debt

10 Andyour storehousesshdl
be filled with plenty, and your
presses shall break out with fresh
pressed grapejuice.

11 My son, do not despise
thecorrectivedisciplineof Jehovah,
and do not abhor hisrebuke,

12 Because whom Jehovah
loveshemakesright, even asafa
ther thesoninwhomhedelights.

13 Righteously happy isthe
manwhofindswisdomandtheman
who getsunderstanding,

14 Becauseitsprofitisbetter
than the profit of silver, anditsin-
comethanmined gold.

15 Sheismore preciousthan
red corals, and all your pleasures
cannot to bemade equal to her.

16 Length of daysisin her
right hand; in her left hand wealth
and heavy glory.

17 Herwaysarethewaysof
pleasantness, and al her pathsare
peace.

18 Sheisthetreeof life'®to
them who seize her, and he who
takes hold of her is righteously
happy.

19 Jehovah hasfounded the
earth by wisdom; he has set up the
heavensby understanding.

20 By his knowledge the
depths are broken up, and the
cloudsdrop down the dew.

21 My son, do not let them
depart fromyour eyes, guard coun-
sel and planning,

183:18 tree of life, ets chayiym, the exact
Hebrew words of Gen 2:9, the tree of life
from which we were cut off by God's flaming
sword because of our sin, is now restored to us
through Jehovah God's wisdom as reveaded in
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, John 14:6.
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22 And they shal belifeto
your soul and graceto your neck.

23 Thenyoushdl wakinyour
way safely, and your foot shall not
sumble,

24 When you lie down, you
shdl not fear, andyoushdl liedown,
and your deep shall besecure.

25 Do not fear sudden fear
and thetempest of thewicked, be-
causeit will come,

26 Because Jehovah shall be
your loins of strength, and shall
hedge about your foot from being
taken.

27 Donotwithholdgoodfrom
itslord when your hand ismighty
todoit.

28 Donot say toyour neigh-
bor, Walk, and come again, and
tomorrow | will givewhenit exists
to you now.

29 Donotdeviseevil against
your neighbor and him dwelling
safely by you.

30 Donot contendwithaman
without cause, if hehasdonetoyou
noevil.

31 Donotbejedousof avio-
lent man, and do not choose any of
hisways,

32 Because he who turns
away ismorally disgusting to Je-
hovah, and hisassembled counsel
iswiththeupright.

33 Thecurseof Jehovahisin
the house of the wicked, and he
kneelsdown with goodnessto the
placeof rest of therighteous.

34 If he scorns the scoffers,
then hegivesgraceto the meek.

35 Thewiseshdl inheritheavy
glory, andthosemorally stupid ex-
atshame.



Corrective discipline will keep you from the path of the wicked

CHAPTER4

1 Youchildren, attentively
hear the correctivedisciplineof a
father, and prick up your earsto
know understanding,

2 Becausel giveyou good
insgtruction; do not forsakemy law,

3 Becausel wasmy father’s
son, atender and only child be-
foretheface of my mother.

4 And he caused it to flow
to me, and said to me, Let your
heart takehold of my words; hedge
about my commandments, andlive.

5 Possess® wisdom; possess
understanding; do not forget, and
do not gtretch away fromthewords
of my mouth.

6 Do not forsake her, and
shewill hedgeyou about; loveher,
and shewill guardyou.

7  Thebeginningiswisdom;
possesswisdom; andwith al your
possess ng, possessunderstanding.

8 Mound her up as an ex-
pressway, and sheshall lift youup;
sheshall makeyou heavy inglory
because you embrace her.

9 Sheghdl givetoyour head
agarland of grace; sheshall shield
you withacrown of splendor.

10 Oh my son, attentively
hear, and take my sayings, and in-
creasetheyearsof your life.

11 | have caused the way of
wisdom to flow to you; | have
caused youtotreadinpathsof right.

5 4:5 Possess, ganah, to set up something
for your possession. God commands us to set
up His wisdom in such a way as to possess it
for our own. He also commands us to set up
discernment or understanding for our posses-
sion.

PROVERBS 4
12 Whenyouwak, your steps

shall not be hard pressed, and
whenyourun, youshdl not sumble
weak legged.

13 Sdazecorrectivediscipline,
do not dack off; guard her; because
sheisyour life.

14 Do not go into the well-
trod path of thewicked, and do not
try to berighteously happy inthe
way of evil.

15 Stripitaway; donot cross
by it; do not deviatetoward it, and
crossover fromit,

16 Becausethey donot deep
unlessthey have donetumultuous
evil, andtheir deepisplucked avay
unlessthey cause someto stumble
weak legged,

17 Becausethey eat thefood
of wickedness, and drink thewine
of violence.

18 Andthewsell-trod path of
therighteousisasthebilliant light,
that walksshining until theday set
up.
19 Andtheway of thewicked
is darkness; they do not know at
what they stumblewesak legged.

20 My son, prick upyour ears
to my words; spread out your ears
tomy sayings.

21 Do not let them depart
fromyour eyes; hedge them about
inthemidst of your heart,

22 Because they are life to
thosewho find them, and healing
todl their flesh.

23 With all guarding, guard
your heart, becauseout of it comes
life

24 Turn a perverse mouth
away fromyoursdf, andwiddy dis-
tance perverselipsfromyou.
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PROVERBS 5 The steps of an adulterous woman take hold on death; find pleasure in your wife

25 Letyour eyeslook intently
straight ahead, and let your eydlids
look straight infront of you.

26 Leve thepathforyour fest,
and let al your waysbe set up.

27 Do not turn away to the
right hand nor to theleft; turn away
your foot fromevil.

CHAPTERS

1 My son,prick upyour ears
to my wisdom, and spread out your
earsto my understanding,

2  Thatyoumay hedgeabout
wise planning, and your lips may
guard knowledge,

3  Because, dripping honey
oozesfromthelipsof an adulter-
ous woman, and her taste is
smoother than ail;

4  Andwhat followsisabit-
ter curse, sharp as a sword with
mouths.

5 Herfeetgodowntodesath;
her stepstakehold ontheworld of
the dead,

6 Lestyoutrytoleve outthe
well-trod path of life, her ways
waver; you cannot know them.®

7 Andnow, Ohyouchildren,
attentively hear, and do not depart
from the sayingsof my mouth.

8 Widdydigancingyoursdf,
widely distance yoursalf from her
way, and do not approach theen-
trance of her house,

6 5:6 The idea is: Lest you think you
can level out the well-trod path of life by
including her in your life, be advised that her
ways waver, constantly changing, so that
you cannot know them. You never know
what to expect. You cannot level or square
the true path of life with her, because she is
evil and you cannot make the righteous path
equal with her wicked path. Her path leads to
hell. You cannot make her path be the path
of life. It is impossible.
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9 Lestyougiveyour glorious
authority to others, and your years
tothecrud,

10 Leststrangersbesatiated
with your power, and your labors
beinthehouse of astranger;

11 Andyougroan at theend,
whenyour flesh and your body are
finished,

12 Andsay,How| havehated
correctivediscipline, and my heart
despi sed rebuke,

13 And havenot attentively
heard the voice of those who
caused ittoflow tome; | havenot
spread out my ears to them who
taught! > me!

14 |wasamostinall evilin
the midst of the congregationand
assembly.

15 Drink waters out of your
owncistern, and running watersout
of your ownwell.

16 Letyourfountainsbedis-
persed abroad, riversof watersin
thestreets.

17 Letthembeonlyyour own,
and not astranger’ swithyou.

18 Let your fountain be
blessed, and rejoicewith thewife
of your youth.

19 Letherbeasthelovingdoe
and graceful ibex;*° et her breasts
satisfy your appetite at al times;
stray with her loveaways.

20 Andmy son, why will you
stray with an adulterouswoman,
and embrace the bosom of a
sranger?

13 5:13 taught, lamad, goaded me with a
rod of discipline.

19 5:19 ibex, a very graceful animal simi-
lar to the deer but smaller.



Do not be ensnared with the sayings of your mouth; See the example of theant PROVERBS 6

21 Becausethewaysof man
areinfront of theeyesof Jehovah,
and heequasout al hispaths.*

22 Hisown crookednessshdl
capturethewicked himsdf, and he
shall be heldwith theropesof his
ans

23 Heshall diewithout cor-
rectivediscipline, and heshadl stray
intheabundanceof hisfoolishness,

CHAPTER®G

1 My son,if you givesecu-
rity for your friend, your pamsare
slapped into bondage with a
stranger;

2 Youareensnaredwiththe
sayingsof your mouth; you arecap-
tured with the sayings of your
mouth.

3  Dothisnow, my son, and
snatchyoursdf out; whenyou have
comeinto the palm of your friend,
walk, prostrate yourself, and
fiercely plead with your friend.

4  Donotgiveseeptoyour
eyes, nor drowsinessto your eye-
lids.

5 Snatchyourself out from
thehand asagazelle, and asalittle
bird from the hand of the hunter.

6 Waktotheant, youdug-
gard; see her ways, and bewise,

7  Towhomisnomagidtrate,
overseer, or ruler,

2 5:21 equals out, palac, rolls flat, makes
level, weighs out. This principle is constantly
placed before us in the Word of God. In the
end everything must be equaled out. Every
man will reap what he sows, Gal 6:7. Every
word spoken, every deed done, is not com-
plete, at peace, until it has reaped its results.
The sowing is only one half. The other half is
the reaping. There will be nothing at the end
without its other half.

8 Whosetsupherfoodinthe
harvest, and harvestsher food in
theharvesttime.

9 How long, Oh sluggard,
will youliedown?Whenwill you
riseout of your deep?

10 A little sleep, a little
drowsiness, alittlefolding of the
handstoliedown,

11 And your poverty shall
comewalking, andyour lack asa
manwithashield.

12 A worthlessman, avain
man, walkswith aperversemouth.

13 Hewinkswithhiseyes, he
talkswith hisfeet, hecausesthings
toflow with hisfingers;

14 Changeablenessisinhis
heart; hedevisesevil al thetime;
he sendsout contentions.

15 Thereforehisbendingun-
der oppression shall come sud-
denly; it will burst upon him, and
thereisno healing.

16 Jehovah hates these six,
and seven are an abomination to
hissoul:

17 Raised eyes, a lying
tongue, and handsthat spill inno-
cent blood,

18 A heart that devisesvain
devices, feet that flow likeliquid
runningtoevil,

19 A false witness who
brestheslies, and hewho sendsout
contentionsamong brothers.

20 My son, guard your
father’scommandment,2® and do
not thrust off the law of your
mother;

26:20 A holy principle is declared in verses
20-24, that the commandment of your fa-
ther and law of your mother should be the

same as the commandment of God and the
law of Jehovah. Every father and mother from
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PROVERBS 7 Gods Word will counsel you, a whorish woman, write Gods laws upon your heart

21 Bindthemuponyour heart
continudly; lacethemfirmly about
your neck.

22 Whenyouwalk, they will
lead you; whenyou liedown, they
will hedgeyou about; andwhenyou
awake, they will causeyou to pon-
der;

23 Because the command-
mentisalamp, andthelaw islight;
andtheway of lifeisrebukein cor-
rectivediscipline,

24 Tohedgeyou about from
an evil woman, from the smooth
tongue of an adulterouswoman.

25 Do not delight in her
beauty inyour heart, and do not | et
her takeyouwith her fluttering eye-
lashes,

26 Becausetheend result of
a whorish woman is a piece of
food, and thewoman huntsfor the
soul of theman.

27 Canamanpick upfireinto
hisbosom, and his clothes not be
setonfire?

28 Sincewhencanmanwalk
upon hot cod's, and hisfeet not be
blistered?

29 Soishewhogoesintohis
neighbor’swife; whoever touches
her shall not beinnocent.

Adam and Eve forward will be held account-
able whether or not they passed on to their
children the commandment and the law of
Jehovah God. Every person in the world to-
day, regardless of his present religion of lack
thereof at one time somewhere in his past
had a parent who failed to pass on to him or
her the commandment and law of Jehovah
God. Each parent after having been involved
in a religion other than faith and obedience to
Jehovah God heard the voice of God in his
conscience to return to Jehovah God of his
ancient parents. All are without excuse, Rom
1:17-23.
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30 Do not despise athief, if
hestedstofill hissoul whenheis
hungry,

31 Andif heisfound, heshdl
make it complete sevenfold; he
shdl gived| thewedth of hishouse.

32 Whoever commitsadultery
withawomanlacksaheart; hewho
doesit destroyshisown soul.

33 Hesndl findaplagueand
disgrace, and hisdisgraceshall not
be rubbed out,

34 Because jealousy is the
rage of amighty man, and hewill
not sparein pity in the day of re-
venge.

35 Hewill notlift hisfaceto
any covering, and he will not
breathe contentedly though you
multiply gifts.

CHAPTERY

1 My son, hedge about my
sayings, and hide my command-
mentswithyou.

2 Hedge about my com-
mandments, and live, and my law
asthelittleman of your eye.

3 Bindthem uponyour fin-
gers, writethem upon thetabl et of
your heart.

4  Saytowisdom,Youaremy
sister, and call understanding your
kinswvoman,

5 That they may hedgeyou
about from the adulterouswoman,
from the smooth sayings of the
Stranger,

6 Becausel peeredthrough
my lattice at the window of my
house,

7 And | saw among those
open, | discerned among theyouths
ayoung manwithout heart,



The house of a harlot is the way to the world of the dead; Wisdom calls out to you PROVERBS 8

8 Crossangthroughthestreet
near her corner, and he marched
on theway to her house,

9 Intheevening breeze, in
thedusk of theday, inthelittleman
of theeyeat night and dark;

10 Andbehold, awomanmet
him dressed as a harlot, and her
heart guarded.

11 Sheisloud and stubborn;
her feet do not residein her house;

12 Now sheisoutside, now
in the streets, and lurks at every
corner.

13 And she seized him, and
kissed him, and with a powerful
facesaidtohim,

14 | havepeaceofferingswith
me; thisday | have completed my
VOWS.

15 Therefore | came out to
meet you, diligently seeking your
face, and | havefound you.

16 | havespread my bedwith
abedspread, with carvings, with
finetwisted yarn of Egypt.

17 | have sprinkled my bed
withmyrrh, a oes, and cinnamon.

18 Walk, let us satisfy our
thirst for loveuntil thedawn; let us
wavejoyoudy withloves,

19 Becausethemanisnot at
thehouse; hehaswaked onadis-
tant journey;

20 Hehastakeninhishanda
bag of slver; hewill comehomeat
thefulfilled day.

21 She stretched him away
with her abundant instruction; she
pushed himinwithwhat sheallot-
tedwith her lips.

22 Hewaksafter heringantly,
asan ox goesto thedaughter, and
asafool tothecorrectivediscipline

of the stocks,

23 Until an arrow dlices his
liver, asalittlebird flowslikeliquid
to the springnet, and does not
know that itisfor hissoul.

24 Andnow, Ohyou children,
attentively hear me, and prick up
your ears to the sayings of my
mouith.

25 Donotletyour heart devi-
ateto her ways; do not stray into
her paths,

26 Because she has caused
many tofall polluted,?® and many
who were strong have beenfatally
struck by her.

27 Her house is the way to
world of the dead,?” going down
to the apartments of death.

CHAPTERS

1 Doeswisdomnot cal out,
and understanding give her voice?

2 Inthehead of high places
upontheway, inthe housesalong
thepaths, she stationsherself.

3  Shescreamsat hand,inthe
gates, at the mouth of the city, at
theentrance by thedoors:

4 | cdltoyou, Ohmen, and
my voiceistothesonsof Adam.

5 Discernwisdom, Ohyou
open, andyou moraly stupid ones,
understandin heart.

6 Attentively hear, becausel
will speak thingsof acommander,
and theopening of my lipsshall be
rightthings,

7 Because my taste shall
murmur truthin pleasure, and wick-
ednessismoraly disgustingto my

% 7:26 polluted, chalal, polluted in your
own blood by being killed.
27 7:27 the world of the dead, sheol. Note

Gen 37:35.
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PROVERBS 8  Wisdom is better than...all that may be desired; Wisdom is the Son of God

lips

8  Allthesayingsof my mouth
arerighteousness; thereisnothing
inthem twisted and distorted.

9 Allaredraightforwardto
himwho understands, andright to
themwho find knowledge.

10 Takemy correctivedisci-
plineand not silver, and knowledge
rather thanmined gold,

11 Becausewisdomisbetter
thanred coras, and dl that may be
desired are not to be made equal
toit.

12 |, wisdom, resdewithdis-
cretion, and find knowledge of
plans.

13 Thefear of Jehovahisto
hateevil, pride, and assumed mg-
esty, and an evil way; and | hatea
perverse mouith.

14 Counsd andunderstanding
aremine | anundersanding; | have
might.

15 By me kings reign, and
princesdecreeright.

16 Bymechief rulersrule and
thegenerous, al thejudges of the
earth.

17 |lovethemwholoveme;
and those who seek me early shall
findme.

18 Wedthandheavy glory are
with me, enduring wedthand righ-
teousness.

19 My fruit is better than
mined gold, eventhan mined gold,
and my incomethantried silver.

20 lwakinthewdl-trodway
of righteousness, inthemidst of the
pathsof judgment,

21 That | may cause those
wholovemetoinherit real exist-
encetand| will fill their tressures,
1010

22 Jehovah possessed mein
thebeginning of hisway, beforehis
worksof time.

23 | wasanointed from ever-
lasting, from the head, beforethe
earth.

24 When there were no
depths| twisted injoy, when there
were no fountainsheavy withwa-
ter.

25 Beforethehillssank, the
face of thelittlehills, I twisted in

joy;
26 Whilehehad not madethe

earth, and the outdoors, and the
head of the dust of the inhabited
earth,

27 When he set up the heav-
ens, | wasthere; when heinscribed
acircleupon thefaceof thedepth,

28 Whenhemadetheclouds
above powerfully alert, when he
madethe eyes of the deep strong,

29 Whenheputtotheseahis
enactment, that thewaters should
not cross over contrary to his
mouth, when heinscribed thefoun-
dationsof theearth,

30 Thenl wasat hissideas
an architect; and | wasday to day
addlight, laughing dl thetimebe-
forehisface,

31 Laughinginhisinhabited
earth, and my delightswerewith
thesonsof Adam.

32 Andnow, Ohyouchildren,
attentively hear me, and berigh-
teoudy happy, hedging about my
ways.

2 8:21 real existence, yesh, to be, to ex-
ist. The meaning is that Wisdom, the Son of
God, causes those who love Him to inherit
reality, the good and eternal reality, the con-

dition of God who is | AM, not the false,
wicked, nothingness.




Wisdom calls you to her feast, and will multiply your days; a foolish woman... PROVERBS 10

33 Attentively hear corrective
discipline, and bewise, and do not
sripitaway.

34 Righteously happy isthe
manwho attentively hearsme, be-
ing alert day to day at my gates,
hedging about the posts of my
doors,

35 Becausewhoever findsme
findslife, and shall obtainfavor of
Jehovah.

36 Andhewhosnsagangme
isviolent toward hisown soul; al
who hate melove death.

CHAPTERY9

1 Wisdom has built her
house; shehascarved out her saven
columns,

2  She has daughtered her
mest; shehasmixed her wine; aso
shehasarranged her table.

3  Shehassent out her young
ladies; shecallsout uponthehigh-
est placesof thecity,

4  Whoever isopen, let him
turn in here; he who lacks heart,
shesaystohim,

5 Wak, eat of my food, and
drink of thewinel havemixed.

6 Forsake being open, and
live; and berighteoudy happy inthe
way of understanding.

7  Hewho chastisesascoffer
takesto himsdf shame, and hewho
makesthewicked right isstained.

8 Donot set ascoffer right,
lest hehateyou; set thewiseright,
and hewill loveyou.

9 Givetothewise and he
will bemorewise; causetherigh-
teous to know by seeing, and he
will increaseinrecaivingingruction.

10 Thefear of Jehovahisthe
beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the holy is under-
danding,

11 Becauseby meyour days
shall bemultiplied, and theyearsof
your lifeshal beincreased.

12 If youarewise, you shall
be wise for yourself, and if you
scorn, you shall bear it separately.

13 Afoolishwomanisloud;
sheisopen, and never knowswhy.

14 Andshesitsat thedoor of
her house, on athroneinthehigh
placesof thecity,

15 Tocall outtothosecross-
ing by intheway who go upright
ontheir well-trod paths;

16 Whoeverisopen, lethim
turn in here; and he who lacks
heart, shesaysto him,

17 Stolen waters are swest,
andfood in secret ispleasant.

18 Andhedoesnot know by
seeing that the ghosts of the dead
are there, calling out from the
depthsof theworld of the dead.

CHAPTER 10

1 Theproverbsof Solomon.
A wise son causes afather tore-
joice, and amorally stupid sonis
thegrief of hismother.

2 Nothing can cause trea-
suresof wickednessto bevauable,
and righteousness snatches you
from desth.

3 Jehovahwill not alowthe
soul of therighteousto hunger, and
he pushes away the tempestuous
ruin of thewicked.

4  Thededtitutedealswitha
treacherous pam, and the hand that
digsit out isrighteoudy happy.



PROVERBS 10
5 Hewhohavessinharvest
isanintdligently successful son; he
whoisstupefiedin harvestisason
causing you to palein shame.

6 Blessings are upon the
head of the righteous, and the
mouth of the wicked coversvio-
lence.

7  Thememory of therigh-
teousisblessed, and the name of
thewicked shdl rot.

8 Thewiseinheart will take
commandments, and thelip of the
fool shall beoverthrown.

9 He who walks in com-
pletenesswakssafely, and hewho
pervertshiswaysshall beknown.

10 Hewhowinkswiththeeye
givesawound, and thelip of afool
will beoverthrown.

11 Themouth of arighteous
manisawel of life, and the mouth
of thewicked coversviolence.

12 Hate wakes up conten-
tions, and lovewill cover dl trans-
gressons.

13 Wisdomisfoundinthelips
of himwho discerns, andarodis
for theback of himwhoislacking
heart.

14 Thewisehideknowledge
in storage, and the mouth of the
foolishisnear destruction.

15 Thewealth of arich man
ishisstrong city; the destruction of
thosedanglinginneedistheir pov-

16 Thework of theri ghteous
islife; theincomeof thewickedis
an.

17 Thewell-trod way of life
hedgesabout correctivediscipline,
and hewhoforsakesrebukestrays.
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Wisdom will multiply your days; a foolish woman...a wise son...

18 Hewho covershatewith
lyinglips, and hewho causesadan-
der to goout, ismorally stupid.

19 Thereisnolack of trans-
gressionintheabundanceof words,
and hewho causeshislipsto cease
isintelligently successful.

20 Thetongueof therighteous
isaschoicesiIver; theheart of the
wickedislittle.

21 Thelips of the righteous
shepherd many, and foolsdiefor
lack of heart.

22 Theblessngof Jehovah, it
makes rich, and he adds no sor-
row withit.

23 Itislaughter tothemordly
stupid to do an evil scheme, and
wisdom isto aman of understand-
ing.
24 Thefear of thewicked shdl
comeupon him, andthecraving of
therighteousshdl begiven.

25 Asthesnatching hurricane
crossesover, so thewicked isno
more, and therighteousisan ever-
lasting foundation.

26 Asvinegartotheteeth, and
assmoketotheeyes, soisthedug-
gard to themwho send him.

27 Thefear of Jehovah adds
days, and theyears of thewicked
shall becut off.

28 The expectation of the
righteousshd| rejoice, and thecord
of hopeof thewicked shall belost.

29 Theway of Jehovahisthe
fort of the complete, and destruc-
tion shall beto thedoersof vanity.

30 Therighteousshdl forever
fail towaver, and thewicked shall
not resideintheearth.



Contrast of the righteous with the wicked

31 Themouthof therighteous
germinateswisdom, and thetongue
of the perverse shall be cut out.

32 Thelips of the righteous
know what isdelightful, and the
mouth of the wicked knows per-
VErseness.

CHAPTER 11

1 A false balance is an
abomination to Jehovah, and a
completestone' ishisdelight.

2 Arrogance comes, then
comes disgrace, and wisdom is
withthelowly.

3  Theinnocence of the up-
right shall guidethem, andthedis-
tortion of deceiversshall ravage
them.

4 Wedthisnotvadugbleinthe
day of wrath, and righteousness
snatchesfrom degth.

5 Therighteousness of the
complete shall make his way
straight, and thewicked shall fall
by hisown wickedness.

6 Therighteousness of the
upright shall snatch them out, and
deceiversshall becapturedintheir
owntempestuousruin.

7  Whenawicked mandies,
his cord of hopewill belost, and
theexpectation of thevainislogt.

8 Therighteousispulled out
of oppression, and the wicked
comesinhisplace.

9 Onedirty by sinruinshis
neighbor with hismouth, and the
righteousshd | bepulled out through
knowledge.

1 11:1 stone, eben, literally, a stone, re-
ferring to the stone that is used to counter
balance the scales to weigh merchandise.
Complete is shalem, meaning complete in
peace, a full and equal weight that does not
cheat the buyer or the seller.

PROVERBS 11

10 When it iswell with the
righteousthecity jumpsfor joy, and
when the wicked are destroyed
thereisshouting.

11 Bytheblessing of the up-
right thecity isexalted, and by the
mouth of the wicked it is pulled
down.

12 He who lacks heart de-
spises hisneighbor, and aman of
understanding devisesinslence.

13 A waking scanda-monger
reved sassembled counsds, and he
whoisfaithful inspirit concealsa
word.

14 Wherethereisno manage-
ment of theropesthe peoplefall,
andthereisfreedomfromfdlingin
theabundance of advisers.

15 Evil breaking to pieces
comes because he has given secu-
rity for astranger, and hewho hates
making bond for others will be
confident.

16 A graciouswomansudans
heavy glory, and theruthless sus-
tainwedth.

17 The merciful man does
good to hisown soul, and hewho
iscruel troubleshisown flesh.

18 Thewicked doesadeceit-
ful work, andthereisafaithful pay-
ment to him who sowsrighteous-
ness.

19 Asrighteousnessislife, so
he who runs after evil ishisown
death.

20 They who are of afalse
heart aremorally disgustingto Je-
hovah, and hisdelightsareinthose
who arecompleteintheir way.



PROVERBS 12  Contrast of the righteous with the wicked; principles on wealth

21 The wicked shall not be
clean though hand is joined to
hand, and the seed of therighteous
shall escape.

22 A gold nose-ring in a
swine's snout is like a beautiful
womanwho hasturned avay from
good taste.

23 Thecravingof therighteous
isonly good; the cord of hope of
thewicked iswrath.

24 Thereisthat scattersand
still increases, and there is that
whichwithholdstheright only tobe
impoverished.

25 The soul of the one who
kneels down with goodness shall
be anointed, and hewho satisfies
thethirst of others, it alsowill flow
tohim.

26 Hewhowithholdsgrain,
thecommunitiesshdl puncturehim,
and blessing shall beuponthehead
of himwho sdlsit.

27 Hewhoisupearlyinthe
dawnfor good searchesout delight,
and hewho treads seeking evil, it
shall cometohim.

28 Hewhotrugsinhiswedth,
heshdl fall, and therighteousshall
flourishasfoliage.

29 Hewhotroubleshisown
houseshdl inherit thewind, andthe
fool shall beaservant tothewise
inheart.

30 Thefruitof therighteousis
atree of life, and he who wins®®
soulsiswise.

30 11:30 wins, lagach, to take souls, to
capture the interest of their souls, so as to
lead them to the tree of life, Jesus in you,
mentioned in the first part of the verse.
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31 Behold, therighteousshdl
be completedintheearth, because
thewicked and thesinner shall dso
be compl eted.

CHAPTER 12

1  Whoeverlovescorrective
disciplinelovesknowledge, and he
who hatesrebukeisbrutish.

2 Hewho is good obtains
thedelight of Jehovah, and hewill
condemn aman of wicked plans.

3 A manshall not beset up
by wickedness, and theroot of the
righteousshall not waver.

4 A woman of resourcesis
acrown to her lord, and shewho
causeshimto palein shameisas
rottennessin hisbones.

5 Thedevicesof therighteous
areright, and the management of
theropes of thewicked isdeceit.

6 Thewordsof thewicked
lieinwait for blood, and the mouth
of theupright shall snatchthemout.

7 The wicked are over-
thrown, and are not, and the house
of therighteousshall stand.

8  Accordingtothemouth of
intelligent successaman shall be
praised, and he who is of a
crooked heart shall beheldindis-
respect.

9 Itisbetter tobemadelight
of, and haveaservant, thanhewho
givesheavy glory to himself, and
lacksfood.

10 Hewhoisrighteousknows
thesoul of hisanimd, and thecom-
passionsof thewicked areviolent.



The contrast between the foolish and the righteous; the fruit of bis mouth ~ PROVERBS 13

11 Hewhoworkshissoil shdll
befilled to satisfaction with food,
and hewhorunsafter thevainlacks
heart.

12 Thewickeddeightsinthe
net of the evil, and theroot of the
righteousgives.

13 Inthetransgressionof lips
isthe snare of evil, and the righ-
teousshal comeout of oppression.

14 A manshdl befilledtosa-
isfaction with good by thefruit of
hismouth, and the treatment of a
man’shandsshall turn back tohim.

15 Theway of afool is up-
right in hisown eyes, and hewho
attentively hearsadviceiswise.

16 A fool’s provocation is
known today, and the cunning cov-
ersdisgrace.

17 Hewhobregthesout mora
fidelity causes righteousness to
stand out boldly, and afalse wit-
ness, deceit.

18 Thereishewho babbles
likethe stabbing wound of asword,
and thetongue of thewisehedls.

19 Thelipof truth shdl beset
up forever, and alying tongue en-
duresfor awink of theeye.

20 Deceit isin the heart of
them who plot evil, and joy isto
the counsel ors of peace.

21 Thereshall not any vanity
happen to the righteous, and the
wicked shdl befilledwithevil.

22 Lyinglipsaremoradly dis-
gusting to Jehovah, and they who
deal withmoral fidelity arehisde-
light.

23 A cunning man conceals
knowledge, and the heart of fools
cdlsout foolishness.

24 Thehand of himwhodigs
it out shall rule, and the treacher-
ousshall beunder forced labor.

25 Anxiety intheheart of man
prostrates it, and a good word
causesittoreoice.

26 Therighteousisonthego
to gain morethan hisneighbor, and
theway of thewicked causesthem
tostray.

27 Thetreacherousdoesnot
roast what hetook in the hunt, and
thewealth of amanisvauableto
himwhodugit out.

28 LifeisinthewdI-trodroad
of righteousness, and thereisno
deathinitswell-trod way.

CHAPTER 13

1 A wise son attentively
hear sthe corrective discipline of
his father, and he who makes
mouthsat itwill not attentively hear
rebuke.

2 A man shall eat good by
thefruit of hismouth, and the soul
of thedeceiver shall eat violence.

3 Hewhoguardshismouth
hedges about his soul; he who
opens wide his lips, destruction
shall beto him.

4  The soul of the sluggard
wishes, and thereisnothing, and
thesoul of himwhodigsit out shall
be anointed.

5 Therighteoushatesasham
word, andthewicked mordly sinks
andwill beashamed.

6 Righteousnessguardsthe
completeintheway, and wicked-
nesswrenchesaway thesinner.

7  Thereisthat makeshim-
sf rich, andal isnothing; thereis
that makeshimsdf needy, andthere
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PROVERBS 14
are abundant riches.

8 Thecovering of aman’s
soul ishiswedth, and the degtitute
doesnot attentively hear rebuke.

9 Thelight of therighteous
rejoices, and the lamp of the
wicked shall beextinguished.

10 Arrogancegivesonly con-
tention, and with thewel | advised
iswisdom.

11 Wedlth by vanity shal be
pared away, and he who gathers
by hishand shall increase.

12 Expectation drawn out
makes the heart worn down, and
whenthecraving comesitisatree
of life.

13 Whoever despises the
word shal beboundtightly, and he
who fearsthe commandment shall
becomplete.

14 Thelaw of thewiseisa
well of life to depart from the
snaresof death.

15 Good intelligent success
givesgrace, andtheway of deceiv-
ersispermanent.

16 Everyonewhoiscunning
dea swith knowledge, and hewho
ismorally stupid spreadsout stu-
pidity.

17 A wicked messengerfalls
into evil, and he who presses on
fathfully isheding.

18 Poverty and shame shall
beto himwho stripsaway correc-
tivediscipline, and hewho hedges
about rebukewill be heavily glori-
fied.

19 Cravingisthebusnessof
thesoul ! *anditismoraly disgust-
ing tothemorally stupid to depart
fromevil.
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The contrast between the wicked and the righteous; a wise woman

20 He who walks with the
wise shall be wise, and he who
shepherdsthe morally stupid shall
shoutinalarm.

21 Evil runsafter snners, and
the righteous shall be completed
with good.

22 Thegoodleavesaninher-
itanceto hischildren’schildren, and
theresourcesof thesinner arehid-
denin storefor therighteous.

23 Abundant food is in the
plowing of thedestitute, and heis
scraped away towhomisno judg-
ment.

24 He who holds back his
rod?# hates his son, and he who
loveshim, giveshim correctivedis-
cipline early. NotePro 19:18

25 Therighteous eatsto the
satigfactionof hissoul, andthebelly
of thewicked shall lack.

CHAPTER 14

1 A wisewoman buildsher
house, andthefoolish pullsit down
with her hands.

2 Hewhowaksintheright
fears Jehovah, and hewho departs
inhiswaysdespiseshim.

3 Inthemouthof thefoolish
isabranch of arrogance, and the
lips of the wise shall hedge them
about.

19°13:19 Craving to change, to improve,
to accomplish what one has not yet accom-
plished, is the business, arab, to trade, to
barter, to traffic in business, and thereby gain
a profit to improve your wealth, to improve
yourself. This is the main business of the soul
- goal striving, reaching for greater accom-
plishments, to change to become better. On
the other hand, it is morally disgusting to the
morally stupid to depart from evil, that is, he
or she does not wish to change, and has no
ambitions for the future.

2 13:24 rod, shebet, branch or limb of a

tree, referring to what is used to spank a child
when disobedient.



The contrast between the wicked and the righteous

4  Wherethere are no oxen
thestall isclean, and abundant in-
comeis by the power of the bul-
lock.

5  Atrustworthy witnesswill
not lie, and a false witness will
breatheout lies.

6 A scoffer searchesout wis-
dom, and it doesnot exist to him;
and knowledgeislight to himwho
understands.

7  Wakfromthepresenceof
afoolish man when you know by
seeing thereareno lipsof knowl-
edgeinhim.

8 Thewisdomof thecunning
isto perceive hisway, and thefool-
ishnessof foolsisdeceit.

9 Foolsscoff et sin, andthere
isddlight among therighteous.

10 The heart knows the bit-
ternessof hisown soul, and hisjoy
doesnot givesecurity for astranger.

11 Thehouse of the wicked
shall be desolate, and the tent of
theupright shdl flourish.

12 Thereisaway right before
thefaceof aman, anditsend are
thewaysof death.

13 Eveninlaughter the heart
issore, and theend of rejoicingis
orief.

14 The backslider shall be
filledin heart with hisownways,
and aman shall befilled with good
fromhimsdf.

15 Those who are open be-
lieveevery word, and the cunning
understandshissteps.

16 Thewisefears, and departs
from evil, and the morally stupid
crosseson, and isconfident.

PROVERBS 14

17 He whose nostrils blaze
quickly doesfoolishly, andaman
of evil plansishated.

18 Thosewhoareopeninherit
foolishness, and the cunning are
enclosed with knowledge.

19 Theevil Snk beforetheface
of the good, and the wicked sink
at the gates of therighteous.

20 Thededtituteishated even
by hisown neighbor, and therich
areloved by many.

21 Hewhodespiseshisneigh-
bor sins, and hewho stoopsdown
in grace to the meek, heisrigh-
teoudy happy.

22 Do they not err who de-
viseevil?And mercy andtruth shall
beto them who devise good.

23 Inall laborioustoail thereis
profit, and the words of the lips
surely impoverishes.

24 Thecrown of thewiseis
their wedlth; thefoolishnessof the
mordly stupidisfoolishness.

25 A true witness snatches
souls out of destruction, and the
deceitful breathesout lies.

26 Inthefear of Jehovahisa
refuge, and shal beashelter of ref-
ugeto hischildren.

27 Thefear of Jehovahisa
well of life to depart from the
snaresof desth.

28 Intheabundanceof people
istheking’ sbeauty, and theend of
thecommunity istheruin of thedig-
nitary.

29 Hewhowaitslongbefore
blazing nostrilsisof great under-
standing, and he who is short in
spirit exatsfoolishness.
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PROVERBS 15  Thelife of the flesh is a healthy heart; A tender answer turns away anger

30 Thelifeof thefleshisa
healthy heart, and jealousy isrot-
tenness of the bones.

31 He who oppresses him
who danglesin need reproacheshis
Maker; and he givesheavy glory
to himwho stoopsdownin grace
to the poor.

32 The wicked is pushed
downin hiswickedness, and there
isconfidencetotherighteousinhis
death.

33 Wisdomrestsinthe heart
of himtowhomisunderstanding,
and what isin the center of those
moraly stupidisknown by seeing.

34 Righteousness exalts a
people and is mercy to the com-
munities of SINNErs. seeNote, Lev 20:17

35 Thededight of akingisan
intelligently successful servant, and
hiswrathisagains himwho causes
himto palein shame.

CHAPTER 15

1 A tender answer turns
away anger, and painful words
causethenogtrilsto riseinflamed.

2 The tongue of the wise
makes sound knowledge, and the
mouth of those morally stupid
gushesout foolishness.

3 Inevery placetheeyesof
Jehovahlean out peering at theevil
and thegood.

4  Ahedlingtongueisatree
of life, and itsflattery breaksthe
Spirit.

5 Afool rgectshisfather’s
correctivedisciplinewith contempt,
and he who hedges about rebuke
iscunning.
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6 Inthe house of the righ-
teousisabundant wedth, andinthe
incomeof thewickedistrouble.

7 Thelipsof thewise dis-
perse knowledge, and the heart of
thefoolishisnot the same.

8 Thesacrificeof thewicked
ismorally disgusting to Jehovah,
andtheprayer of theuprightishis
delight.

9 Theway of thewickedis
moraly disgusting to Jehovah, and
heloveshimwho runsafter righ-
teousness.

10 Correctivedisciplineisevil
to him who forsakesthe way; he
who hatesrebukeshall die.

11 Theworld of thedead and
destruction are before Jehovah;
how much morethen the hearts of
thechildren of Adam?

12 A scoffer doesnot loveone
who setshimright; hewill not walk
tothewise.

13 A joyful heart makesthe
facewell, and by awound of heart
thespiritisstruck.

14 Theheart of himwho un-
derstands seeks knowledge, and
the mouth of those morally stupid
grazesonfoolishness.

15 Allthedaysof theafflicted
areevil, but hewhoisof amerry
heart hasacontinud feast.

16 Betterislittlewiththefear
of Jehovah than great treasureand
uproariousconfusonwithit.

17 Betterisadinner of greens
and loveisthere, than astall fed
bullock and hatred there.

18 A manof anger scrapesup
strife, and he who waitslong be-
fore his nostrils burn causes the
controversy torest.



Contrast of the morally stupid with the wise; Roll on fo Jehovah your works... PROVERBS 16

19 Theway of thelazy isasa
hedge of thorns, and thewell-trod
road of the upright ismounded up
asan expressway.

20 A wisesonregoicesafa
ther, and amorally stupid man de-
spiseshismother.

21 Foolishnessisjoy tohim
whoiswithout wisdom, andaman
of understandingwaksuprightly.

22 Devisings are broken up
when thereisno assembled coun-
sel, and in the abundance of advi-
sorsthey areraised up.

23 Thereisjoy to aman by
the answer of his mouth, and a
timely word, how gooditis!

24 Thewell-trodroad of life
isabovetotheinteligently success-
ful, that he may depart from the
world of the dead benesth.

25 Jehovahwill tear downthe
house of thelofty, and hewill sta-
tion the boundary of thewidow.

26 Thedevicesof thewicked
aremorally disgusting to Jehovah,
and the sayings of the pure are
pleasant.

27 Hetroubleshisownhouse
who plundersfor plunder, and he
who hatesbribesshall live.

28 Theheart of therighteous
ponders hisanswer, and themouth
of thewicked gushesout evil.

29 Jehovah is widely dis-
tanced from the wicked, and he
attentively hearsthe prayer of the
righteous.

30 Thelight of the eyesre-
joices the heart; a good report
anointsthebones,

31 The ear that attentively
hearstherebukeof lifeshdl reside
among thewise.

32 Hewho strips away cor-
rectivedisciplinedespiseshisown
soul, and hewho attentively hears
rebuke buildsup hisheart.

33 Thefear of Jehovahisthe
corrective discipline of wisdom,
and beforetheface of heavy glory
ishumility.

CHAPTER 16

1 Frommanisthearrange-
ment of the heart, and from Jeho-
vahistheanswer of thetongue.

2 Allthewaysof amanare
purein hisown eyes, and Jehovah
weighsthespirits.

3 Roall on to Jehovah your
works, and hewill causewhat you
deviseto beset up.

4  Jehovah hasmadeall for
ananswer, and eventheevil for the
evil day.

5 Everyonewhoislofty in
heartismoraly disgusting to Jeho-
vah; though hejoinshand to hand
he shall not beclean.®

6 Crookedness is covered
by mercy and truth, and they de-
part fromevil by thefear of Jeho-
vah.

7  Whenaman'swaysplease
Jehovah, he makeseven those hat-
ing himto becompletewith him.

8 Betterisalittlewithrigh-
teousness than abundant income
without righteousjudgment.

9 Aman'sheartcaculaeshis
way, and Jehovah setsup hissteps.

516:5 The meaning is that although those
who exalt their hearts against Jehovah join
hands with many others, they shall not be
clean before God. In other words, a majority
in numbers does not make right. God alone
determines right. No one else gets a vote.
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PROVERBS 16,17 Conirast of the worthless, the morally disguxting, eic. with the humble, elc.

10 Anoracleisinthelipsof
the king; his mouth does not act
treacheroudy injudgment.

11 Ajustweight and balance
areJehovah's; hiswork aredll the
stones of the bag for weighing.

12 Itismoraly disgusting to
kingsto do wickedness, because
thethroneis set up by righteous-
ness.

13 Theddightof kingsisrigh-
teouslips, and they love himwho
speaksupright things.

14 Thehot anger of akingis
amessenger of death, and aman
of wisdomwill cover it.

15 Inthelight of theking's
faceislife,and hisdelightisasa
dark cloud of rain before harvest.

16 Howmuchbetteritistoset
up wisdom for possession than
mined gold, and to set up under-
standing for apossessionisto be
chosenrather than silver!

17 Themounded up express-
way of theuprightisto depart from
evil; hehedgesabout hissoul who
guardshisway.

18 Thefaceof brokennessis
majesty, and the face of weak
legged totteringisalofty spirit.

19 Betterisan humble spirit
with themeek than to apportionthe
plunder by lot with thelofty.

20 Hewnhoisintdligently suc-
cessful inaword shall find good,
and hewhotrusts Jehovah, Oh how
righteoudly happy heis.

21 Thewiseinheart shall be
called discerning, and the sweet-
ness of thelipsincreasesinstruc-
tion.
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22 Intdligent successisawdll
of lifetoitslord, and the corrective
disciplineof foolsisfoolishness.

23 The heart of the wise
makeshismouthintelligently suc-
cessful, and addsto hislipsinstruc-
tion.

24 Pleasant words are as a
honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and
healing to the bones.

25 Thereisaway that seems
right before the face of man, and
itsend arethewaysof death.

26 Thesoul whotoils, toilsfor
himself, because hismouth places
theload upon him.

27 A man of worthlessness
digsupevil, andaburningfireis
uponhislips.

28 A perverseman sendsout
strife, and a slanderer separates
friends.

29 A manof violencelayshis
neighbor open and walkshiminto
theway not good.

30 Heshutshiseyestocalcu-
late perversethings; biting hislips
hefinishesevil.

31 A crownof splendorisold
agewhenitisfoundintheway of
righteousness.

32 Betterishewhowaitslong
before his nostrils burn than the
mighty, and hewho ruleshisspirit
than hewho capturesacity.

33 Thelotisthrownintothe
lap, and itswholeverdict belongs
to Jehovah.

CHAPTER 17
1 Betterisaparchedmorsd
and securetranquility withitthana
housefull of sacrificeswith contro-
versy.



Contrast of the intelligently successful with the vain and morally stupid  PROVERBS 17

2 Anintdligently successful
servant shall rule over ason that
causespdinginshame, and heshdl
be all otted an inheritance among
thebrothers.

3  Therefining potisfor sil-
ver, and thefurnacefor gold, and
Jehovah teststhe hearts.

4 A vain person pricks up
hisearstovainlips, aliar broadens
hisear to atongue of tempestuous
ruin.

5 Whoever mocksthe poor
reproacheshisMaker; hewhore-
joicesat hisbending under oppres-
sonshall not beclean.

6 Thecrownof theold are
children’schildren, and the splen-
dor of children aretheir fathers.

7 A superior lip does not
becomethe morally stupid, much
lesslying lipsagenerous person.

8 A doneof graceisagiftin
theeyesof itslord; wherever it faces
itisintelligently successful.

9 He who covers a trans-
gression seeks love, and he who
repeatsaword separatesfriends.

10 A reproof sinks into the
one understanding more than an
hundred strokesinto the onemor-
aly supid.

11 Theevil only seeksbitter
rebellion, and acruel messenger
shall besent against him.

12 Letabereaved bear meet
aman, and not themorally stupid
inhisfoolishness.

13 Whoever returns evil in
placeof good, evil shdl not bewith-
drawnfrom hishouse.

14 Thebeginning of contro-
versy is like the bursting out of
water, and thrust away theface of

an obstinate contest.

15 He who justifies the
wicked, and he who declaresthe
righteouswrong, aremorally dis-
gusting to Jehovah, yes, both.

16 Whythis? A paymentisin
the hand of the morally stupid to
set up for the possession of wis-
dom, and there exists in him no
heart for it?

17 Afriendlovesat all times,
and abrother isbornfor adversity.

18 A manlackingheart daps
palmsand becomes security before
thefaceof hisfriend.

19 Hewholovesstrifeloves
transgression; hewhoislofty inthe
door seeksto be broken.

20 Hewhois of aperverse
heart findsno good, and hewhois
of achangeabletonguefallsinto
evil.

21 Hewho begetsamorally
stupid one, it isto hissorrow, and
thereisnorgoicing tothefather of
amorally stupid one.

22 A joyful heart makesgood
healing, and abroken spirit dries
thebones.

23 Thewickedtakesagift out
of the bosom to bend away from
thewdlI-trod road of judgment.

24 Beforethefaceof himwho
understands is wisdom, and the
eyesof themorally stupid areon
theendsof theearth.

25 A morally stupidsonisa
provocationto hisfather and asor-
row to her who borehim.

26 Alsoitisnot good toin-
flict penalty on the righteous, to
drikethegenerousfor uprightness.
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PROVERBS 18 Contrast of the man of understanding with the wicked and morally stupid

27 Hewhorestrainshissay-
ingsknows by seeing knowledge;
aman of understandingisacool?’
Spirit.

28 Even afool when he de-
visesinglenceiscalculated wise,
hewho closes hislipsiscounted
asunderstanding.

CHAPTER 18

1 By cravingoneseparates
himself, seeking al counsdl, obsti-
nately.

2 Thestupidisnotinclined
toward understanding, becauseit
isnot revealed to hisheart.

3 Whenthewicked comes,
disrespect al'so comes, and with
contempt, disgrace.

4  As deep waters are the
words of aman’smouth, astream
gushing forth, awel |l of wisdom.

5 To lift the face® of the
wicked is not good, nor to bend
away therighteousin judgment.

6 Thelipsof themordly stu-
pid enter into controversy, and his
mouth callsfor hammer blows.

7  Themouth of themorally
stupidishisruin, and hislipsarea
snareto hissoul.

27 17:27 cool, gar, to chill, cool, meaning
to be quietly in control. The only reason we
include this note is to explain that The Heri-
tage Bible does not seek to use modern slang,
but to show that, as in most cases, when youth
think they are being very modern in using
some word in a “new” way, they are only
picking up a saying used from the beginning
of time.

118:1 This verse describes the craving of
the Pharisee, who separated themselves from
the common people to seek wisdom, and then
sometimes became proud and obstinate as de-
scribed in Matt 23 and in St. Paul before he
was converted.

518:5 To lift the face of someone is to
favor him, to show respect of persons, that
is, to show favoritism. Always remember that
when you see this phrase.
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8 Thewordsof aslanderer
areswallowed, and they go down
into the gpartmentsof thebelly.

9 Alsohewhoisdackinhis
work isbrother tohimwhoisalord
of ruin.

10 Thenameof Jehovahisa
Strong Tower; therighteousruns
intoitandissafe.

11 Thewedthof therichishis
srong city, andasahighwall inhis
ownimagingtion.

12 Before the face of being
brokenthe heart of manislofty, and
before the face of heavy glory is
humility.

13 He who returns a word
before he attentively hears, it is
foolishnessto himand adisgrace.

14 Thespiritof amanwill sus-
tain himin sickness, and who can
lift awounded spirit?

15 Theheart of thediscerning
setsup to possessknowledge, and
the ear of the wise seeks knowl-
edge.

16 A man'sgift makesroom
for him, andit leadshim beforethe
faceof thegreat.

17 Hewhoisfirstinhisown
controversy seemsrighteous, but
his neighbor comes and searches
himout.

18 Thelot causescontentions
to ceaseand separatesbetween the
powerful.

19 A brother brokenaway is
asastrong city, and their conten-
tionsarelikethelocksof acitaddl.

20 A manshdlfill hisbelyto
satisfaction with the fruit of his
mouth; heshdl besatiated withthe
incomeof hislips.



The power of the tongue; contrast of the poor with the rich; chastise your child PROVERBS 19

21 Desath and lifearein the
hand of thetongue, and they who
loveit shall eat itsfruit.

22 Hewhofindsawifefinds
good and obtainstheddlight of Je-
hovah.

23 The poor speaks earnest
prayersfor grace, and therich an-
swersforcefully.

24 A man may be good for
nothingto hisfriends, andthereisa
friend who stickslikeabrother.

CHAPTER 19

1 Better is the poor who
walksin hisintegrity, than hewho
isperverseinhislipsand whois
moraly supid.

2 Also, the soul without
knowledgeisnot good, and hewho
hurrieswith hisfeet sins.

3 The foolishness of man
wrenches hisway, and his heart
boilsup against Jehovah.

4  Wedthaddsmany friends,
and the one dangling in need is
separated from hisneighbor.

5 A fasewitnessshall not
be clean, and hewho breathes out
liesshall not escape.

6 Many will rubtheface of
the generous, and everyoneis a
friendtoamanwith gifts.

7  All thebrothersof thepoor
hatehim; how muchmorehisfriends
widely distancethemselvesfrom
him! Herunsafter themwith say-
ingsthat they cometo him.

8 Hewhosetsupto possess
wisdom|loveshisown soul; hewho
hedges about understanding shall
find good.

9 Afdsewitnessshdl notbe
clean, and hewho bresthesout lies
shall belogt.

10 Luxuryisnot suitablefor
themorally stupid, muchlessthat a
servant ruleover chief rulers.

11 A manofintelligent suc-
cesswaitslong before hisnostrils
burn, and it ishisbeauty to cross
over atransgression.

12 Asthegrowling of ayoung
lionistheboailing rageof aking, and
his being pleased isas dew upon
theplants.

13 A moraly stupidsonisa
tempestuousruinto hisfather, and
the contentionsof awifeareasa
continua dripping.

14 Houseandwedltharethe
inheritanceof fathers, and anintel-
ligently successful wifeisfrom Je-
hovah.

15 Lazinesscausesonetofall
into adeep sleep, and atreacher-
oussoul shal hunger.

16 Hewho hedgesabout the
commandment hedges about his
own soul, and hewho despiseshis
waysshdl die.

17 Hejoinshimself to Jeho-
vah who stoopsdown in graceto
the one dangling in need, and he
will make histreatment complete
tohim.

18 Chastise your son while
thereisacord of hope, and do not
lift your soul for hisdying'8.

18.19:18 dying, muth, the regular word for
die or be killed. It is normal for a child to
think that you are killing him when you spank
him, and he or she will tell you that you are
killing him. You must ignore these exaggera-
tions, and proceed with wise discipline. You
should spank the seat of a child or the pam of
the hand with a light instrument that stings
and does not bruise. You should begin to apply
spanking when the child is young, as soon as
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PROVERBS 20 Thepower of self control as opposed to unbridled cravings; wine is a mocker

19 Hewho harshly boilswith
anger must bear apenalty, because
if you snatch him out, then con-
stantly you must continueit.

20 Attentively hear counsdl,
and take correctivedisciplinethat
youmay bewiseinyour |atter end.

21 Many devices are in a
man’sheart, and the counsdl of Je-
hovah, that shal rise.

22 Thecravingof amanishis
mercy, and it is better to be poor
thanamanof lies.

23 Thefear of Jehovahislife,
and hewhoissatiated withit shall
reside, not visited by evil.

24 Thelazy hideshishandin
hisbasom, not evenbringingitagain
to hismouth.

25 Strike a scoffer and one
who isopenwill wise up, and set
right onewho understandsand he
will understand knowledge.

the child knows what you are instructing him/
her to do. Spank in the right way when a child
is very young, and you will not need to spank
him/her when he/she is older. You should spank
when the child will not readily obey your spo-
ken word. Never threaten to spank unless you
intend to carry out your word. What makes
for obedience and respect in the child is that
the father and mother hedge about their own
word to do it when they speak it. If you spank
a child when necessary during kindergarten
and the first grade or two, you will soon no
longer need to spank. Your words will carry
absolute authority without the instrument of
physical punishment. You should not over
discipline nor under discipline. Some parents
correct their child with every word. Other
parents never correct their child for anything.
Both extremes are hurtful to the child. The
child must have freedom to develop himself,
but must not have a license to ruin himself
and make others despise him. Only the Holy
Spirit of wisdom in applying the Word of God
can give fathers and mothers the wise balance
they need. Always have prayer with the child
before the spanking, and again after the spank-
ing. Never spank unless you are in complete
control of your own soul - your mind, your
emotions, and your will. See Pro 22:15; 23:13-
14.
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26 Hewhoravageshisfather,
causing hismother toflee, isason
causing himto palein shameand
reproach.

27 If you cease, my son, to
attentively hear thecorrectivedis-
ciplineyou stray fromthe sayings
of knowledge.

28 A vain witness scoffs at
judgment, and the mouth of the
wicked swalowsvanity.

29 Judgments are set up for
scoffers, and strokesfor the back
of themorally stupid.

CHAPTER 20

1 Wineisamocker; hardli-
quor israging, and whoever isled
astray by itisnot wise.

2 Asthegrowlingof ayoung
lionisthedread of aking; hewho
crosses over against him sins
againgt hisownsoul.

3 Itisheavy glory foraman
to rest from controversy, and ev-
ery fool will be obstinate.

4  Thelazy will not plow be-
causeof thewinter, and heshdl beg
inharvest, and there shall be noth-
ing.
5 Counsd intheheart of man
is like deep water, and a man of
understandingwill draw it out.

6 Anabundanceof menwill
cdl out, eachmanfor hisownkind-
ness, and who can find afaithful
men?

7  Therighteousmanwaksin
hisintegrity; hischildren arerigh-
teoudy happy after him.

8 AKkingwho sitsuponthe
throne of judgment scatters away
al evil withhiseyes.



Laziness, deception, spreading of scandals, disrespect for parents, condemned PRQOVERBS 20

9 Whocansay, | havemade
my heart innocent; | am purefrom
my sn?

10 A stone and a stone, a
measureand ameasure' ° aremor-
ally disgusting to Jehovah, even
both of them.

11 Evenachildisrecognized
by hisdoings, whether hiswork is
pure, and whether it isright.

12 Anearisfor hearing, and
an eye for seeing; Jehovah has
made even both of them.

13 Donotlovedeep, lestyou
be possessed; open your eyes; you
shall befilled to satisfaction with
food.

14 Evil! Bvil! saystheoneset-
ting up to purchase, and when he
has disappeared, then he boasts.

15 Thereisgold, andanabun-
dance of red corals, and lips of
knowledge are avessel heavy in
honor.

16 Take his garment that is
security for astranger, and bind a
pledgeof himfor astrangewoman.

17 Pleasanttoamanisfood
of deceit, and afterwardshismouth
shdl befilledwithgravel.

18 What you deviseby coun-
sal is set up, and make war with
management of theropes.

19 Hewho walks asascan-
dal-monger reveals assembled
counsels, and do not give security
for himwhoselipsare open.

10.20:10 A stone and a stone, eben
waa’'eben, a measure and a measure,
eeypaah wa’ eeypaah. Dishonest traders kept
two different weights of stones for the scales,
and two different measuring containers under
the counter. One was used for buying and the
other for selling in order to dishonestly make
a greater gain on the transactions.

20 Hewhomakeslight of his
father and hismother, hislamp shdl
beextinguished, thelittleman of the
eye, into darkness,

21 Aninheritancemaybegot-
ten by trembling in haste at the
beginning, and itsend shall not be
blessed.

22 Do not say, | will com-
plete?? evil; bind yoursdlf inexpect-
ancy to Jehovah, and heshdl save
YOU. Notes Jud 1:7; 2 Sam 3:39; 2 Kng 9:36

23 A stone and a stone are
moraly disgusting to Jehovah, and
afalsepair of scaesisnot good.

24 A mighty man'sstepsare
of Jehovah; how then can aman
understand hisownway?

25 Itisasnareto a manto
blurt out rashly about aholy thing
and afterward vowsto investigate
it.

26 A wise king scatters the
wicked, and turns back a wheel
over them.

27 Thelampof Jehovahisthe
breath of man, searching all the
apartments of the belly. Notelsa42:5

28 Mercy andtruth guardthe
king, and histhroneisupheld by
mercy.

29 Themagnificenceof youth
istheir power, and the beauty of
theoldisold age.

30 The stripes of a wound
scoursaway evil, and disciplinary
strokes cleansesthe gpartments of
thebelly.

2 20:22 complete, shalam, meaning | will
cause you to reap what you sow, | will seetoit
that the evil you have done is complete so
that you get what you deserve; in other words,
vengeance. God commands us to bind our-
selves in expectancy to Jehovah instead, to
be concerned about our own relationship to
Jehovah, and let Him take care of all ven-

geance.
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PROVERBS 21

CHAPTER 21

1 Theking'sheartisinthe
hand of Jehovah asthe streamsof
water; wherever heisinclined, he
turnsit

2 Everyway of amanisright
in his own eyes, and Jehovah
weighsout the hearts.

3  To do righteousness and
judgment is chosen by Jehovah
rather than sacrifice.

4 Raised eyes, and abroad
heart, thepplowing of thewicked are
an.

5 Thedevisngsof thosewho
digitout areonly abundance, and
thedevisingsof every onewhois
hasty isonly lack.

6  Working for treasures by
alying tongueisavanity driven
about by them who seek death.

7  Theviolenceof thewicked
shall drag them away roughly, be-
causethey refuseto do judgment.

8 The way of man is per-
verseand ladenwith guilt, and the
pure, hiswork isupright.

9 Itisbettertodwell upona
pinnacleof theroof thaninahouse
withaquarreling woman bound by
aspell.® pro2s24

10 The soul of the wicked
wishesfor evil; he doesnot stoop
downwith gracetotheeyesof his
neighbor.

11 Whenapendtyisinflicted
uponthe scoffer, hewhoisopenis
made wise, and whenthewiseis
madeintelligently successful, he
takesknowledge.

¢ 21:9 bound by a spell, cheber, the same
word translated charmer in KJV.
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Contrast of the righteous with the wicked

12 Therighteousisintdligently
successful concerning the house of
the wicked; the wicked are
wrenched away intheir evil.

13 Whoever closeshisearsat
theoutcry of himwhoisdanglingin
need, hedsoshdl cdl out, and shdll
not be answered.

14 A gift in secret subdues
anger, and areward in the bosom
subduesforceful wrath.

15 Itisjoy totherighteousto
dojudgment, and destruction shall
betotheworkersof vanity.

16 Themanwhowandersout
of theway of intelligent success,
ghall settledownintheassembly of
the ghosts of the dead.

17 He who loves pleasure
shall beapoor man; hewholoves
wineandoil shall not berich.

18 The wicked shall be a
cover for the righteous, and the
deceitful will bein placeof theup-
right.18

19 Itisbetter todwell inthe
desert land than with acontentious
and provoking woman.

20 Thereistreasuretobede-
sired and oil inthe place of rest of
thewise, andamoraly stupid man
gulpsitdown.

21 He who runs after righ-
teousnessand mercy findslife, righ-
teousness, and heavy glory.

18 21:18 The meaning of this verse is that
God will reverse the roles of each. The righ-
teous who were previously persecuted and
mistreated will have their places taken by the
wicked - the wicked will be sacrificed in the
deliverance of the righteous, and the upright
who were downtrodden will be replaced by the
deceitful who will now be downtrodden. Just
as Jesus was crucified for sinners, in the end
the suffering of the righteous will be trans-
ferred over to those who do not repent.



Contrast of the arrogant with the humble; initiate discipline in a child

22 Thewiseascendsthecity
of themighty and throwsdownthe
strength of itsconfidence.

23 Hewho hedgesabout his
mouth and histongue hedges about
hissoul fromtroubles.

24 An Arrogant Haughty
Scoffer ishisname, who doesar-
rogant wrath.

25 Thecravingof thelazy kills
him, because his handsrefuseto
do.

26 All theday hewishesafter
acraving, and therighteous gives
and does not hold back.

27 Thesacrificeof thewicked
ismordly disgusting, yes, because
hegoeswith an evil scheme.

28 Afasewitnessshall lose,
and aman who attentively hears
speakshisgoal.

29 A wickedmanhardenshis
face, and the upright understands
hisway.

30 Thereisno wisdom, and
thereisno understanding, andthere
isnoplaninfront of Jehovah.

31 Thehorseisset upforthe
day of battle, and Jehovahissal-
vetion.

CHAPTER 22

1 A goodnameistobecho-
sen morethan great riches, good
gracemorethan silver and gold.

2 The rich and poor meet
together; Jehovahisthe maker of
themall.

3  Thecunning seestheevil
and hideshimself, and thosewho
areopen crosson and are punished.

PROVERBS 22

4  After humblefear of Jeho-
vahareriches, and heavy glory, and
life

5  Thory sringnetsareinthe
way of theperverse; hewho hedges
about hissoul widdly distanceshim-
sf fromthem.

6 Initiatedisciplineinachild
upon hismouth® for hisway; even
when heisold hewill not depart
fromit.

7  Therichrulesoverthepoor,
and hewhoisboundin obligation
isservant to himwho bound himin
obligation.

8 Hewhosowsiniquity shal
reap vanity, and the branch of his
anger shall end.

9 He who has a good eye
shall beblessed, becausehegives
of hisfood to himwhoisdangling
in need.

10 Driveout thescoffer, and
contention shall go out, and lawsuit
and disgrace shall cease.

11 He who loves purity of
heart, graceison hislips; theking
shal behisfriend.

12 Theeyesof Jehovahguard
knowledge, and hewrenchesthe
wordsof thedeceitful.

13 Thelazy says, A lionis
outside; | shall betornto piecesin
thestreets.

6 22:6 Initiate discipline in a child
upon his mouth for his way, Chanok
lana’ar al piy darkow, literaly, initiate a child
upon his mouth for his way. One of the first
disciplines that must be placed upon a child is
discipline upon his mouth. At the very earli-
est stage when the child begins to show a pat-
tern of behavior and is learning to speak words
and sentences is the time to discipline, train,
and direct a child’s mouth and behavior into
the right way. Patterns developed and set in
the earliest years remain into old age. The
words out of a child’s mouth immediately show
the direction of his life.
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PROVERBS 23

14 Themouth of an adulter-
ouswomen isadeep chasm; heat
whom Jehovahisenraged shdl fdll
there.

15 Foolishnessisboundinthe
heart of achild; alimb of correc-
tivedisciplineshal widdy distance
it from him. Note Pro 19:18

16 He who oppresses him
whoisdanglinginneedtoincrease
what ishis, and hewho givestothe
rich, surely shall beimpoverished.

17 Spread out your ear, and
attentively hear the words of the
wise, and place your heart in my
knowledge,

18 Becauseitisdeightful that
you hedgethem about in your bo-
som,; they shall be set up asaunit
uponyour lips.

19 | havecaused youtoknow
today that your refuge may bein
Jehovah, evenyou.

20 Havel not writtentoyou
the highest order in counselsand
knowledge,

21 That | might causeyouto
know evenly weighed sayings of
truth, that you might return sayings
of truth to themwho send to you?

22 Donot pluck off fromhim
whoisdanglingin need becausehe
is dangling in need, and do not
crushtheafflictedinthegate,

23 Because Jehovahwill de-
fend their cause, and deceivethe
soul of thosewho deceived them.

24 Do not associate with a
lord of burning nogtrils, and do not
gowithafuriousman,

25 Lestyoulearnhiswdl-trod
ways, and takeasnaretoyour soul.
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attentively hear the words of the wise; self-control in eating

26 Do not be one who slaps
palmswith them who become se-
curity for loans.

27 If thereisnothingwithyou
to makeit complete, why should
he take away your bed from be-
neathyou?

28 Donotremovetheancient
boundary linewhich your fathers
have made.

29 Haveyougazed at aman
skillful in hiswork? He shall be
placed beforetheface of kings; he
shall not be placed beforetheface
of theobscure.

CHAPTER 23

1 Whenyousitdowntoeat
witharuler, understanding, under-
stand what isbeforeyour face,

2 And put a knife to your
throat, if youarealord of soul .

3 Donotwishforhisdelica-
cies, for they aredeceitful food.

4  Donottoil toberich; cease
from your own understanding.

5  Will you cover your eyes
indarknesswith such, anditisnot?
Becausemaking, it will makeitsdlf

3 23:2 lord of soul, ba’al nephesh, liter-
aly alord of soul. The word ba’'al occurs 84
times in the Hebrew Bible; 15 times meaning
husband or lord of a wife, and 50 times refer-
ring to afalse god. Its basic meaning is lord, or
master, or owner. The personality of the hu-
man is his soul, where his mind, emotions,
and will reside; thus in your soul reside your
appetites, physical, soulical, and if spiritually
crucified and renewed, your spiritual appe-
tites as well. Remember also, that the soul of
the flesh is in the blood, Lev 17:11. So, alord
of soul, would be someone who feels he is a
master or lord at expressing the appetites in
his blood and soul. God commands us that
when you have the opportunity to eat finely
prepared delicacies as would be on a king's
table, to put a knife to your throat, that is,
exercise discipline in not overeating these
things you are not used to, and are not good
for you.



self-control in eating; corrective discipline for yourself and your child  PROVERBS 23

wings, it fliesaway asan eagleinto
the heavens.

6 Donoteatfoodwithanevil
eye, and do not desire hisdelica-
cies,

7 Because as he keeps the
gateof hisheart, soishe; hesays
toyou, Eat and drink, and hisheart
fallsto bewithyou.

8 Yousghdl vomitupthemor-
sel you have eaten, and ruin your
delightful words.

9 Do not speak in the ears
of themorally stupid, because he
will despisetheintelligent success
of your words.

10 Do not remove the old
boundary line, and do not go into
thefieldsof the bereaved,

11 Becausethar kinsmanre-
deemer is strong; he will defend
their causewithyou.

12 Bringyour heartto correc-
tivediscipline, and your earstothe
sayingsof knowledge.

13 Donotwithhold corrective
disciplinefromthechild; forif you
grikehimwiththelimb heshal not
die. Note Pro 19:18

14 Youwill grikehimwiththe
limb, and you will snatch hissoul
from theworld of the dead.

15 My son, if your heart is
wise, my heart shall rejoice, even
mine

16 Andmy kidneysshdl jump
for joy when your lips speak up-
rightthings.

17 Donotlet your heart envy
sinners, but beinthefear of Jeho-
vahdl theday,

18 Becauselo, thereisanend,
and your cord of hope shall not be
cut of .

19 You, hear attentively, my
son, and bewise, and let your heart
bedtraight intheway.

20 Do not be among those
who drink wineto intoxication; do
not be among riotous eaters of
medt,

21 Becausehewhodrinksto
intoxication and theriotous eater
shall be possessed, and heshall be
clothed with ragswho sleepstoo
much.

22 Attentively hear your fa-
ther, that onewho begot you, and
do not despise your mother be-
causesheisold.

23 Setuptopossessthetruth,
and do not sell wisdom, and cor-
rectivediscipline, and understand-
ing.
24 Thefather of therighteous
spinninginemotion shall spinin
emotion, and hewho begetsawise
childshdl rgjoiceinhim.

25 Your father shall rejoice,
and your mother, even she who
boreyou, shall spininemotion.

26 My son, giveyour heartto
me, and let your eyes be pleased
withmy ways,

27 Becauseawhoreisadeep
chasm, and an adulterouswoman
isanoppressivepit.

28 Shedsoliesinwaitfor rob-
bery, and sheincreasesthe acts of
deceit among men.

29 Towhomislamentation?
Towhomispoverty?Towhomare
contentions? Towhomisbabbling?
To whom are wounds without
cause? Towhom arebleary eyes?



PROVERBS 24  Thewounds of alcobolic beverages; Do not be envious against evil men

30 Tothemwhotarrylong at
thewine, tothemwho goto search
out mixedwine.

31 Donotseethewinewhen
it brings the blood to your face,
whenitgivesinthecupitseye, when
itwaksupright.

32 Intheendit strikeswitha
sting likeaserpent, and it wounds
likeaviper.

33 Your eyesshall see adul-
tery, and your heart shall speak
perversethings.

34 Andyoushdl beashewho
liesdown in the heart of the sea,
and ashewho liesdown uponthe
head of amast.

35 You shall say, They have
struck me, yet | was not worn
down; they have beaten me, | did
not know it; when | awakel will
continueto seek it again.

CHAPTER 24

1 Donotbeenviousaganst
evil men, and do not desireto be
withthem,

2 Becausether heart mum-
mersin pleasureat destruction, and
their lipsspeak wearisometoil.

3 A houseis built through
wisdom, and it isset up by under-
ganding;

4  And by knowledge the
apartmentsshall befilled with all
preciousand pleasant riches.

5 A mighty wise man is
strong, and aman of knowledgeis
powerfully alert to power,

6 Because by management
of theropesyou shall makeyour
war, and in an abundance of coun-
selorsissalvation.
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7 Wisdomistoo highfor a
fool; hedoesnot open hismouthin
thegate.

8 He who calculates evil
shdl becalled, A lord of evil plans.

9 Theschemeof foolishness
issn, andthescofferismordly dis-
gusting tomen.

10 If youdack off intheday
of adversity, your power is op-
pressed.

11 Ifyourefusetosnaichthem
out who are caught by death, and
thosewavering into thedaughter,

12 Becauseyou say, Lo, we
did not know this! Does he who
weighstheheart not discernit?And
hewho guardsyour soul, doeshe
not know by seeingit? And shall
he not return to every man accord-
ingto hisworks?

13 My son, eat honey, be-
cause it is good, and the honey-
comb issweet to your taste,

14 So, knowingwisdomwill
be to your soul; when you have
found it, then there shall beafu-
ture, and your cord of hope shall
not be cut off.

15 Ohwickedman, donotlie
inwait against the place of rest of
therighteous, do not ravagewhere
heliesdown,

16 Becausearighteousman
falssaventimes, andrises andthe
wicked shall totter weak legged
intoevil.

17 When he who hates you
falls, do not rgjoice, and when he
tottersweak legged, do not | et your
heart spinwithemotion;



Allow God to punish evil; refining and self-control are for thewise  PROVERBS 25

18 LestJehovahsee anditis
good for nothing in hiseyes, and
heturns back hisburning nostrils
fromhim.

19 Do not get heated up be-
causeof evil; do not beenviousat
thewicked,

20 Becausethereshal beno
futuretotheevil; thelamp of the
wicked shall beextinguished.

21 My son, fear Jehovah and
theking; do not give security for
themwho areduplicit,

22 Becausether bendingun-
der oppression shall risesuddenly,
andwhoknowsthecdamity of their
duplicity?

23 Also, these belong to the
wise torecognizefacesinjudgment
isnot good,;

24 He who says to the
wicked, You are righteous; the
peopleshdl puncturehim; commu-
nitiesshall beenraged at him;

25 Andddightshdl betothem
who areright, and agood blessing
shal comeupon them.

26 Heshall kissthelipsthat
return astraightforward word.

27 Set up your work out-
doors, and prepare the field for
yourself, and afterwardsbuild your
house.

28 Donotbeawitnessagaingt
your neighbor without cause, nor
causeyour lipsto be open against
him.

29 Donot say, What | will do
tohimisjust ashehasdonetome;
| will turn back to the man accord-
ingto hiswork.

30 | went by thefield of the
lazy man, and by the vineyard of
theman lacking heart,

31 Andlo, it wasall grown
over with thorns, and nettles had
covereditsface, and itsstonewadl|
was broken down.

32 Thenl gazedatavision; |
placed it in my heart; | saw; | re-
ceived correctivediscipline.

33 Yet alittle sleep, alittle
drowsiness, alittle clasping of the
handstoliedown,

34 And your poverty shall
comewalking, andyour lack asa
manwithashield.

CHAPTER 25

1 Thesedsoareproverbsof
Solomon which the men of
Hezekiah, king of Judah, tran-
scribed.

2 ltistheheavy glory of God
to conceal aword, and the heavy
glory of kingsistoexamineaword
intimetely.

3  Theheavensfor height,and
the earth for depth, and the heart
of kings cannot be searched.

4 Takeaway thedrossfrom
thedlver, andthereshal comeforth
avess for therefiner.

5 Take away the wicked
from before the face of the king,
and histhroneshd| besst upinrigh-
teousness.

6 Donotswell upin pride
beforetheface of theking, and do
not stand in the place of the great,

7 Becauseitisbetter that it
be saidtoyou, Comeup here, than
that you should be humiliated be-
forethefaceof thegenerouswhom
your eyeshave seen.

8 Do not go out to contend
hastily, lest what isdoneintheend,
IS, your neighbor reproached you.

1031



PROVERBS 26

9 Defendyour controversy
with your neighbor, and do not re-
veal an assembled counsel to an-
other,

10 Lest he who attentively
hearsit put youto shame, and your
infamy doesnot turn away.

11 Applesof goldin pictures
of silver arelikeaword spokenin
itsproper season.

12 Asancseringof gold, and
anornament of mined gold, soisa
wiseonewhoisright uponahear-
ing ear.

13 As the piercing cold of
snow in the day of harvest is he
who presseson faithfully to them
who send him, and herefreshesthe
soul of hislord.

14 Clouds and wind and no
rain isasaman who boastshim-
sf of afdsegift.

15 By waiting long before
your nogtrilsburnyou makeamag-
istrate open to you, and a tender
tongue breaksthe bone.

16 Have you found honey?
Eat just enough for you, lest you
be satiated, and vomit it.

17 Make your foot rare in
your neighbor’shouse, lest hebe
satiated with you, and hate you.

18 Asahammer andasword
and a pointed arrow so isaman
who answers against hisneighbor
afalsewitness.

19 A brokentooth and afoot
out of joint arelike confidencein
thedeceaitful inaday of pressure.

20 Ashewhoadornsclothing
inacold day, asvinegar upon niter,
soishewho singssongsto an evil
heart.
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Proverbs on self-control and treatment of enemies

21 If hewhohatesyouishun-
ary, givehimfoodto eat, andif he
isthirsty, give himwater todrink,
Rom 12:20

22 Because you shall heap
burning coal s upon hishead, and
Jehovah shall makeit completeto

you.

23 Thenorthwindtwistsaway
the rain, and an enraged face a
deceiving?3tongue.

24 1tisbetter to dwell upon
thepinnacleof theroof thanwitha
guarreling woman bound with a
spell andinahouse.

25 Ascoldwaterstoathirsty
soul soisgood newsfrom adis-
tant land.

26 Asafountanmuddiedwith
thefeet and aruined well soisa
righteous manwavering beforethe
face of thewicked.

27 Toeat much honey isnot
good, and to search out your own
heavy glory isnot heavy glory.

28 A manwithout control over
hisown spiritisasacity broken
downwithout walls.

CHAPTER 26

1 Assnowwhenthefruitis
ripe, and as rain in harvest, so
heavy glory isnot suitablefor him
whoisstupid.

2  Asthesparrowinitswan-
dering, astheswalow initsflying,
sothecurseshdl not comewithout
cause.

2 25:23 deceiving, cether, to cover or
hide. It refers to a person who is trying to
hide something by not speaking the truth. An
enraged face will drive him from his purpose
to cover up the truth.



How what you do comes back to you, avoid laziness, meddling, slandering PROVERBS 26

3 Alashforthehorse, abit
for thedonkey, and alimb for the
stupid one'sback.

4 Do not answer a stupid
oneaccordingto hisfoolishness lest
youasobelikehim.

5 Answer astupid one ac-
cording to hisfoolishness, lest he
bewiseinhisown eyes.

6 He cuts off the feet and
drinks the damage who sends a
word by the hand of himwho is
stupid.

7 Thelegs of the lame are
feeble, asaproverbinthe mouth
of onewhoisstupid.

8 Ashewhobindsastonein
apileof stones, soishewho gives
heavy glory toafool.

9 Asathorngoesupintothe
hand of adrunkard, soisaprov-
erbinthemouth of onewhoisstu-
pid.

10 TheGreat Onetwisted al
thingstogether, and heemploysthe
stupid, and employs those who
crossover against him.

11 Asadog returns to his
vomit, onewhoisstupid duplicates
hisfoolishness. 2pet 2:22

12 Doyouseeamanwisein
hisown eyes? Thereismorecord
of hopefor afool thanfor him.

13 Thelazy says, A roaring
lionisintheway! A tearinglionis
inthestreets.

14 The door turns upon its
pressure points, and thelazy upon
hisbed.

15 Thelazy hideshishandin
hisbosom; it wearieshimto bring
itto hismouth again.

16 Thelazyiswiserinhisown
eyes than seven who can return
what they know by experience.* ©

17 He who crossing over,
crossesover to acontroversy that
isnot hisislikeonewho seizesa
dog by theears.

18 Asone mad who causes
firebrands, arrows, and death to
flow,

19 $So is the man who de-
ceiveshisneighbor and says, Am|
not playing?

20 Wherenowoodisthefire
goes out, and if thereis no slan-
derer thequarrel ceases.

21 Ascod istoburningcodls,
and wood to fire so is a conten-
tiousman to kindle controversy.

22 Thewordsof aslanderer
areasburns, andthey godowninto
theapartmentsof thebelly.

23 Faminglipsand awicked
heart arelikesilver dross sheeted
over apieceof pottery.

24 Hishatingisrecognized by
hislips, and heplacesdeceitinhis
insdes,

25 Though he speaks stoop-
ing downin gracedo not believe
him, because seven morally dis-
gugtingthingsarein hisheart.

26 Hatrediscovered by de-
celt; itswickednessisrevealedin
anassembly.

27 Whoever digsapitshdl fal
init, and he who rolls a stone, it
will turn back upon him.

28 A lyingtonguehatesthose
crushed, and a smooth mouth
worksan overthrow.

16 26:16 what they know by experience
is one word, ta’am, meaning to taste, and
knowledge obtained by taste or experience.
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CHAPTER 27

1 Donot boast of tomorrow,
because you do not know by see-
ing what aday may beget.

2 Letaforeigner boast about
you and not your own mouth, a
stranger and not your own lips.

3 Astoneisheavy, andthe
sand isaburden, and afool’spro-
voking isheavier than them both.

4  Wrathisfierce, and anger
is a deluge, and who can stand
beforetheface of envy?

5 Betterisrevealedrebuke
than hiddenlove.

6 Thewounds of one who
lovesyouarefathful, and many are
the kisses of one who hates you.
Mat 26:49

7 Thesatiated soul tramples
ahoneycomb under foot, andtothe
hungry soul every bitter thingis
Swest.

8 Asasparowthatisdriven
from her nest, soisamanwhois
drivenfromhisplace.

9 Qintment and perfumere-
joicethe heart; so doesthe pleas-
antnessof aman’sfriend by coun-
sdl fromthesoul.

10 Do not forsake your own
friend and your father’sfriend, and
do not gointoyour brother’shouse
inthe day of your bending under
oppression; better isafellow citi-
zen near than abrother far off.

11 Bewise, my son, andre-
joicemy heart, and | will returna
word to himwho reproachesme.

12 A cunning man sees the
evil; he hides, but those who are
open crosson; they are punished.
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Do not boast of tomorrow; proverbs on common situations in life

13 Takehisgarment, because
astranger hasbecome security, and
bind him in pledge for a strange
woman.

14 Hewho blesseshisfriend
withaloud voice, loading up early
inthedawn, it shal becalculateda
cursetohim.

15 A continual drippingina
day of pouring rain and aconten-
tiouswoman aredike.

16 Whoever hidesher hides
thewind, and the ointment of his
right hand cdllsit out.

17 lIronsharpensiron, and a
man sharpensthefaceof hisfriend.

18 Whoever guards the fig
treeshall eat itsfruit, and hewho
hedgesabout hislord shall receive
heavy glory.

19 Asinwater, faceto face,
so the heart of manto man.

20 Theworld of thedead and
destruction are never satiated, and
theeyesof man arenever satiated.

21 Therefining potisfor sil-
ver, and thefurnaceisfor gold; so
let a man be to the mouth that
praiseshim.??

22 Thoughyou should pound
afool inamortar?2 among wheat
withapeste, hisfoolishnesswill not
depart fromhim.

23  Knowing, know thefaceof
your flocks; place your heart on
your flocks,

21 27:21 The meaning of the verse is: Let
a man be as a refinery to thoroughly examine
all praise that he receives, by refining it as the
metals, and not become proud..

2 27:22 a mortar is the round depressed
place in a rock or other hard container where
you place grain to beat it into meal or flour.
The pestle is the instrument with which you
pound the grain.



Hedge about God's judgment and law in all relationships

24 Becauserichesarenotfor-
ever, nor acrown fromgeneration
togeneration?

25 Thegrassappears, andthe
tender sprout isseen, and plantsare
gatheredinthemountains.

26 The lambs are for your
clothing, and thewagesof thefield
arethegoats,

27 Andenoughgoats milk for
your food, for the food of your
house, andfor thelifeof your girls.

CHAPTER 28

1 Thewickedfleewhenno
man pursues, and therighteousare
confident asalion.

2 Bythetransgression of a
landitschief rulersaremany, andit
shdll beprolonged by aman of un-
derstanding who knowsright.

3 A dedtitute mighty man
who oppressesthosedanglingin
needislikeasweeping rainwhich
leavesnofood.

4  Theywhoforsakethelaw
boast in thewicked, and thosewho
hedge about thelaw areangry with
them.

5  Evil morta mendonotun-
derstand judgment, and they who
seek Jehovah understand dll.

6 Better is the poor who
walksin hiscompleteness, than he
who is perverse in hisways and
rich.

7  Whoever guardsthelawis
an understanding son, and hewho
associates with prodigals re-
proacheshisfather.

8 He who increases his
wealth by interest on debt and a
percentageof theprincipd, heshal

PROVERBS?28
collect it for him who will stoop
downingracetothosedanglingin
need.

9 Hewhoturnsaway hisear
from attentively hearing the law,
evenhisprayer shdl bemordly dis-
gusting.

10 Whoever causes the up-
righttogoadtray inanevil way, shdl
fall into hisown pit, and the com-
pleteshdl inherit good.

11 Therichmaniswiseinhis
own eyes, and theonedanglingin
need who understandssearcheshim
OuL.

12 Whentherighteousjump
forjoy thereisabundant luxury, and
when thewicked riseman conceals
himsdif.

13 Hewho covershistrans-
gressonshd| not progper, andwho-
ever holdsup hishand andforsakes
it shall recelve compassion.

14 Righteously happy isthe
manwho fearsaways, and hewho
hardenshisheart shdl fal intoevil.

15 Aroaringlionandarang-
ing bear areasawicked ruler over
peopledanglingin need.

16 Thecommander wholacks
understanding isalso agreat op-
pressor; hewho hatesplunder shall
prolong hisdays.

17 A manwho oppressesthe
blood of any soul shall fleetothe
pit; let nonehelp him.

18 Whoever walks in com-
pleteness shall be saved, and he
who isperversein hiswaysshall
fall at once.

19 He who works his land
shall befilled to satisfaction with
food, and he who runs after vain
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personsshall be satiated with pov-

erty.

20 Afathful menshdl abound
with blessings, and hewho hurries
to berich shall not beclean.

21 Torecognizefacesisnot
good, and amighty manwill trans-
gressfor amorsel of food.

22 Hewhotremblesinhaste
toberichhasanevil eye, and does
not know that lack shall cometo
him.

23 Hewho sets aman right
shall find grace afterwards, rather
than he who is smooth with the
tongue.

24  Whoever plucksoff from
hisfather or hismother, and says,
Itisnotransgression, heisthecom-
panion of aman of ruin.

25 A broad soul scrapesupa
quarrel, and hewhotrusts Jehovah
shall beanointed.

26 Hewhotrustsin hisown
heart isstupid, and hewho walks
wisdly shall escape.

27 Hewho givesto the poor
ghdl not lack, andto himwho hides
hiseyesshall bemany acurse.

28 Whenthewickedrise, men
hidethemsdaves, andwhenthey are
destroyed, therighteousincrease.

CHAPTER 29

1 A man having often re-
ceived rebuke who hardens his
neck shal bebrokeninawink, and
thereexistsno cure.

2  Whentherighteousarein-
creased the people regjoice, and
when the wicked rule the people
mourn.
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The faithful contrasted with the anxious and hardened

3 A manwholoveswisdom
rejoiceshisfather, and hewho as-
sociates with harlots causes his
wedalthtobelost.

4  Akingby judgment causes
the land to stand, and aman who
lovesgiftspullsit down.

5 A mighty man being
smooth with hisneighbor spreads
out anet for hisfeet.

6 Inthetransgression of an
evil manthereisasnare, and the
righteous shout and rejoice.

7  The righteous knows by
seeing the cause of those dangling
in need; thewicked do not under-
stand knowledge.

8  Scornful menfantheflame
to burn acity, and the wise turn
away burning nogtrils.

9 Awisemanjudgeswitha
foolishman, and heisagitated and
helaughs, andthereisnorest.

10 Morta man of blood hates
themorally complete, and theup-
right seek hissoul.

11 Thegupidwill bringoutdl
that isin his spirit, but the wise
soothesit until itisbehind him.

12 A ruler whopricksup his
earstolyingwords, dl hisservants
arewicked.

13 Thepoor and the oppres-
sive man meet together; Jehovah
enlightensboththeir eyes.

14 The king who judges in
truth those dangling in need, his
throneshall beset upforever.

15 Thelimbandrebukegive
wisdom, and achildlet go causes
his mother to pale in shame. note
Pro 19:18



The wicked contrasted with the righteous; What is God's name, and His Son’s name? PROVERBS 30

16 Whenthewicked aremul-
tiplied, transgressonmultiplies, and
therighteousshd | seetherr fal.

17 Correct your son, and he
shall be at rest, and he shall give
pleasureto your soul.

18 Wherethereisno vision
the peopleare stripped, and hewho
hedges about the law, how happy
ishel

19 A servant will not be cor-
rected by words when he under-
standsand will not reply.

20 Haveyougazed at aman
hasty in hiswords? Thereismore
cord of hope for the stupid than
him.

21 Hewhodelicately brings
up from childhood hisservant, he
shall beason at thelast.

22 A manwith burning nos-
trilsscrapesup strife, and alord of
anger aboundsintransgression.

23 Thearrogance of man hu-
miliates him, and humblenessin
Spirit sustainsheavy glory.

24 Whoever castshislot with
athief hateshisown soul; heatten-
tively hearscursing, and does not
causeit to bemanifest.

25 The fear of man gives a
share, and whoever trusts Jehovah
shall besafe.

26 Many seektheruler’sface,
and man’'sjudgment isfrom Jeho-
vah.

27 Anevilmanismordly dis
gusting to the righteous, and the
uprightintheway ismorally dis-
gusting to thewicked.

CHAPTER 30

1 Thewordsof Agur,! the
son of Jakeh; The Burden; An
Oracleof themighty manto Ithiel,
tolthiel and UcAl:

2 Surely | ammorebrutish
than any man, and the understand-
ing of amanisnot mine.

3 Andl wasnot taught wis-
dom, and | did not know knowl-
edgeof theholy.

4  Whohasascended upinto
the heavens, and descended?Who
has gathered thewind in hisfists?
Who has bound the watersin a
garment? Who hasraised al the
endsof theearth? What ishisname,
and what ishisson’sname, if you
know?*

5 Everysayingof Godisre-
fined pure; heisashield to them
whofleeto himfor refuge.

6 Do not add to his words
lest he setsyou right, and you be
foundaliar.

7 | haverequired of youtwo
things,; do not deny them to me
beforel die;

8 Widey distancefromme
ruin and lying words; do not give
me poverty nor riches; tear to

1 30:1 Agur, a Hebrew name meaning
gathered or received among the wise, and is a
name for Solomon. Jakeh, a Hebrew name
meaning obedient, meaning that Solomon, who
gathered among the wise, was a son of obedi-
ence.

4 30:4 To me this verse is a clear teaching
on God the Father and God the Son. Who
has ascended up into the heavens, and
descended? The answer is God. Who has
gathered the wind in his fists? The an-
swer is God. Who has bound the waters in
a garment? The answer is God. Who has
raised all the ends of the earth? The an-
swer is God. What is his name, The answer
is Jehovah, and what is his son’s name, if
you know? The answer is Jesus, the Messiah.
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piecesfor mefood enacted for me,

9 Lest| besatiated and be
untrue, and say, Who is Jehovah?
Or lest | be possessed by others,
and stedl, and manipulatethename
of my God.

10 Do not wag your tongue
againgt aservanttohislord, lesthe
makelight of you, and you befound
Quilty.

11 Thereisagenerationwho
makeslight of their father, and does
not blesstheir mother.

12 Thereisagenerationpure
intheir owneyes, andisnot washed
fromtheir excrement.

13 Thereisageneration, Oh
how lofty aretheir eyes, and their
eyelidsarelifted up.

14 Thereisageneration, their
teeth areas swords, and their bit-
ersare asknivesto devour those
looked down on with harshness
from off theearth and the poor from
among men.

15 Therearetwodaughtersto
the leech, Give, Give. They are
threewho are never satisfied; four
who will not say, Enough!

16 Theworldof thedead, and
theclosed womb; theearth not filled
with water, and the fire does not
say, Enough!

17 Theeyethat mockshisfa-
ther and despisesobedienceto his
mother, the ravens of the stream
shdll digit out, and the offspring of
eaglesshdl edtit.

18 Therearethreewhichare
too wonderful for me, and four
which 1 do not know;
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Respect for parents and those over you; Mlustrations from nature and life

19 Theway of aneagleinthe
heavens, theway of aserpent upon
aboulder; theway of ashipinthe
heart of the sea; and theway of a
mighty man with aveiled young
I

20 Thusistheway of anadul-
terouswoman: sheests, and wipes
her mouth, and says, | have not
donevanity.

21 Forthreethingstheearth
isagitated, andfor four itisnot able
to bear;

22 For a servant when he
reigns, and afool when heisfilled
withfood,

23 For ahateful womanwhen
sheismarried, and amaidservant
that isheir to her lady lord.

24 Therearefour thingslittle
upontheearth, andthey beingwise
arewise,

25 Theantsareapeoplenot
forceful, and they set up their food
intheharvest;

26 Therock rabbit?® are not
a powerful people, and they put
their housesin thelofty rocks;

27 Thereisnokingtothelo-
custs, and they all go out to cut off;

28 Thelizardtakesholdwith
her hands, and sheisinkings pd-
aces.

26 30:26 rock rabbit, shaphan, which
comes from the word to concedl, that is, hide
in the rocks. Strong says, a species of rock
rabhit. Gesenius says. aquadruped (which chews
the cud like a hare) Lev. 11:5; Deu. 14:7;
which lives gregariously in the rocks and is

remarkable for its cunning, Ps. 104:18; Prov.
30:26. The Rabbins render it coney; more
correctly the LXX. in three places,
xoirogrullios, that is, mus jacuus Linn.,
Arab...Jerboa, an animal of the size of the
coney, with a head resembling that of a hog,
with long hind legs fitted for leaping; it inhab-
its burrows dug in the mud, and is remarkably
cunning. It is either so called from its burrows
in which it hides itself, or from its cunning.



Mustrations from life; do not indulge in women and drink; A woman of resourcess PROVERBS 31

29 There are three things
which pacewd |, and four aregood
inwaking;

30 A lion, strongest among
animals, and does not turn back
fromthefaceof any;

31 Onegirtaroundtheloins??
also ahegoat; and aking, against
whomthereisnorising up.

32 If youhavebeenfoolishin
lifting up yourself, or if you have
planned evil, lay your hand upon
your mouth.

33 Sincethesgueezing of milk
bringsforth curdled milk, and the
sgueezing of the nosebringsforth
blood, then the squeezing of burn-
ing nogtrilsbringsforth controversy.

CHAPTER 31
1 The words of king
Lemud,! theburdenwithwhich his

mother disciplined him. 2kng9:25

2  What, my heir?Andwhat,
the heir of my womb? And what,
theheir of my vows?

3  Donotgiveyour resources
to women, nor your waysto that
whichrubsout kings.

31 30:31 One girt around the loins,
zarziyr maatanayim, literally one girt about
the loins. The KJV has greyhound. Against
this, there is no evidence in the Bible or else-
where that Hebrews kept or used dogs for any
purpose. Dogs are always spoken of as de-
tested roving scavengers of the community.
Various authorities have guessed everything
from a war-horse girded for battle to a human
runner girded for the race. All admit that none
today know what specific animal or human
was meant. No specific animal or human may
have been intended. Agur may have simply
meant any animal or human girt for the race
or battle, which seems most reasonable.

1 31:1 Lemuel, one belonging to God,
another name for Solomon.

5 31:5 re-do, shanah, to duplicate, to do
again, to change by re-doing it. The idea is

4 It is not for kings, Oh
Lemud, itisnot for kingsto drink
wine; and how can those weighty
inpositiondrink hard liquor?

5 Lesttheydrink, andforget
theinscribed law, and re-do® the
judgment of any of the children of
theafflicted.

6 Give hard ligquor to him
who isready to belost fromthis
life, and wineto thosein bitterness
of soul .67

7  Lethimdrink, and forget
hispoverty, and remember hiswea:
risometoil nomore.

8  Openyour mouthforthose
who cannot speak in the cause of
al orphanchildren.

9  Open your mouth, judge
righteoudy, and plead the cause of
thoselooked down onwith harsh-
ness and poor.

10 Who canfind awoman of
resources? And her price is far
abovered corals.

11 Theheart of her lordtrusts
in her, and hedoesnot lack gain.

12 Shetreatshimwell and not
evil all thedaysof her life.

13 She treads seeking wool
andflax, and workswillingly with
her palms.

14 Sheislikethe merchants
ships, shebringsher foodfrom efar.

15 Andsherisesrepeatedly at
night, and givesfresh food to her
house, and an enactment to her

that a heavy drinker of alcoholic beverages
could be persuaded to do a judgment a second
time, and change it in favor of the rich and
powerful and against the afflicted who has no
resources.

&7 31:6-7 Note that alcohol is to be used
for pain and emotional exhaustion, as doc-

tors use drugs.
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young ladies.

16 Sheplansafidd, andtakes
it; sheplantsavineyardwiththefruit
of her pams.

17 She girds her loins with
strength, and makesher armspow-
erfully dert.

18 Shepercavesthat her mer-
chandiseisgood; her lamp doesnot
goout at night.

19 Shesendsout her handsto
thespindle, and her palmsholdthe
gaff.

20 Shespreadsout her pams
to those looked down on with
harshness, and she sends out her
handsto the poor.

21 Sheis not afraid of the
snow for her house, becausedll her
house are clothed with crimson.

22 Shemakesherself cover-
ings; her dothingarewhitelinenand
purple.

23 Herlordisknown inthe
gates, when he sitsasjudge with
theeldersof theland.

24 Shemakeslong undergar-
ments, and sellsthem, and deliv-
ersbeltsto the merchant.

25 Strengthand magnificence
areher garments, and shewill laugh
inthelast day.

26 She opens her mouth in
wisdom, and the law of mercy is
upon her tongue.

27 She leans forward and
watches over the processions of
her house, and shedoesnot est the
food of laziness.

28 Her children rise up and
cdl her righteoudy happy; her lord,
and he praisesher.

1040

Awoman of resources

29 Many daughtershavedone
resourcefully, and you ascend
abovethemdl.

30 Favor is deceitful, and
beauty isvain; awomanwho fears
Jehovah, she shall bepraised.

31 Give her the fruit of her
hands, and her workspraiseherin
thegates.



