BOOK OF JUDGES
Jehovah appoinis Judah to lead in conquering

CHAPTER1

1 Anditwas, after thedesath
of Joshua, that the children of Is-
rael asked Jehovah, saying, Who
shall go up for us against the
Canaanites at the opening to de-
vour them?

2 AndJehovah said, Judah
shall go up; behold, | havegiven
thelandinto hishand.

3 AndJudahsaidto Smeon,
hisbrother, Go up with meinto my
alotment, and wewill devour the
Canaanites, and | likewisewill go
with you into your alotment, and
Simeonwakedwithhim.

4  And Judah went up, and
Jehovah gavethe Canaanitesand
the Perizzitesinto their hand, and
they struck ten thousand men of
themin Bezek.

5 And they found Adoni
Bezek in Bezek, andthey devoured
him; and they struck the Canaanites
andthePerizzites,

6 AndAdoni Bezekfled; and
they pursued after him, and seized
him, and chopped off thebig mem-
bers® of hishandsand hisfeet.

7 And Adoni Bezek said,
Seventy kings, with the big mem-
bers of their hands and their feet
chopped off, were gathered under
my table; what | havedone, so God
has completed to me. And they
brought himto Jerusalem, and he
diedthere.

8 Andthechildrenof Judah
devoured Jerusalem, and captured
it, and struck it with the mouth of

6 1:6 big member, bohen, the same word

means the thumb on the hand and the big toe
on the foot.
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the land and devouring the Canaanites

the sword, and sent up thecity by
fire

9 Andafterwardthechildren
of Judah went downto devour the
Canaanitesdwellinginthemoun-
tain, and inthe Negev, andinthe
coastal dopes.

10 AndJudahwalked against
the Canaanitesdwellingin Hebron
(now thenameof Hebron formerly
was Kirjath Arba!?), and they
struck Sheshai, and Ahiman, and
Tdma.

11 Andhewakedfromthere,
walking against theinhabitants of
Debir, and the name of Debir for-
merly wasKirjath Sepher;*!

12 And Caeb said, Hewho
srikesKirjath Sepher and captures
it, I will giveto him Achsah, my
daughter, aswife.

13 And Othniel, the son of
Kenaz, Caleb’syounger brother,
captured it, and he gave him
Achsah, hisdaughter, aswife.

14 Anditwas, shecame, and
sheprodded himto ask of her fa-
ther afield; and she dismounted
from her donkey; and Caleb said
to her, What do you want?

15 Andshesaidtohim, Give
meablessng; snceyou havegiven
metheland of the Negev, giveme
also springs of water; and Caleb
gave her upper springsand lower
sorings.

16 And the children of the
Kenite, Moses father inlaw, went
up out of thecity of palmtreeswith

10°1:10 Kirjath Arba, City of Four Giants.
1 1:11 Kirjath Sepher, City of Branches.
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JUDGES 1
thechildren of Judahinto thedesert
of Judah, whichisintheNegev of
Arad, and they walked and dwelt
among the people.

17 And Judah walked with
Simeon, his brother, and they
struck the Canaaniteswho inhab-
ited Zephath and devoted it. And
the name of the city was called
Hormah.

18 AlsoJudah captured Gaza
withitsborder, and Askelon with
itsborder, and Ekron withitsbor-
der.

19 And Jehovah was with
Judah, and he possessed the moun-
tain, but did not drive out thein-
habitants of the valley, because
therewerechariotsof irontothem.

20 Andthey gaveHebronto
Caleb, what M oses spoke, and he
droveout fromtherethethreesons
of Anak.

21 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamindid not driveout the Jebusites
who inhabited Jerusalem, and the
Jebusitesdwell with thechildren of
Benjaminin Jeruslemtothisday.

22 And the house of Joseph
alsowasonthegotogain Bethd,
and Jehovah waswith them.

23 And the house of Joseph
wasonthegotogainBethel. And
thename of thecity formerly was
Luz.

24 Andtheguardssaw aman
comeforth out of thecity, and they
said to him, Please cause usto see
the entranceinto the city, and we
will domercy toyou.

25 Andwhenhecausedthem
to seetheentrancetothecity, they
struck the city with the mouth of
the sword, and they sent the man
416

The conquest of the various tribes with Judah leading

away andal hisfamily.

26 Andthemanwakedtothe
land of theHittites, and built acity,
and caleditsname Luz; thisisits
nametothisday.

27 And Manasseh did not
take possession of Beth Sheanand
itsdaughters, nor Taanach andits
daughters, nor the inhabitants of
Dor and itsdaughters, nor thein-
habitants of 1bleam and itsdaugh-
ters, nor theinhabitantsof Megiddo
and its daughters; but the
Canaanitesyielded todwell inthat
land. seeNum21:25

28 And it was, since |sragl
was strong, that they put the
Canaanitesunder tribute, and driv-
ing out, did not drive them out.

29 AndEphramdidnotdrive
out the Canaanites who dwelt in
Gezer, and the Canaanitesdweltin
their midst in Geze.

30 Zebulundidnot driveout
the inhabitants of Kitron and the
inhabitants of Nahalol, and the
Canaanitesdwdt intheir midst, and
werein servitude.

31 Asherdidnotdriveoutthe
inhabitants of Accho, and thein-
habitants of Zidon, and of Ahlab,
and of Achzib, and of Helbah, and
of Aphik, and of Rehob;

32 AndtheAsheritesdwetin
themidst of the Canaanites, thein-
habitantsof theland, becausethey
did not drivethem out.

33 Naphtdi did not driveout
theinhabitants of Beth Shemesh,
and theinhabitants of Beth Anath,
and they dwelt inthe midst of the
Canaanites, theinhabitants of the
|and; and the inhabitants of Beth
Shemesh and of Beth Anathwere
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inservitudeto them.

34 Andthe Amoritespressed
the children of Daninto themoun-
tain, because they would not give
them permissionto comedownto
thevalley,

35 AndtheAmoritesyielded
todwel inMount Heresin Aijalon
and in Shaalbim; yet the hand of
the house of Joseph was heavy so
that they were in servitude. The
Amoriteswerein servitude.

36 And the boundary of the
Amorites was from the Steep of
Scorpion, fromthelofty rock and
upward.

CHAPTER?2

1 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah came up from Gilgal to
Bochim, and said, | caused youto
go up out of Egypt, and have
brought you to the land which |
sworetoyour fathers, and | said, |
will not ever break my covenant
withyou.

2 Andyoushal cut no cov-
enant with theinhabitants of this
land; you shall tear down their a-
tars; but you have not attentively
heard my voice; what isthisyou
have done?

3 Anddsol havesad, | will
not drivethem out from beforeyour
face, andthey shdl beinyour sdes,
and their gods shall beasnareto
you.
4  Anditwas whentheMes-
senger of Jehovah spoke these
wordsto all thechildren of Isradl,
that the peoplelifted up their voice
and wept.

5 Andthey called thename
of that place Weepers, and they
sacrificed thereto Jehovah.

6 AndJoshuasentthepeople
away; thechildren of |sradl walked
every manto hisinheritanceto pos-
sesstheland.

7  Andthepeopleserved Je-
hovah all the days of Joshua, and
all the days of the elders whose
dayswere prolonged after Joshua
who saw all thegreat works of Je-
hovahthat hedidfor Isradl.

8 And Joshua, the son of
Nun, the servant of Jehovah, died,
ason of ahundred and ten years.

9  Andthey buriedhimwithin
the border of his inheritance in
Timnathheres, in the mount of
Ephraim, north of the hill Gaash.

10 And all that generation
wered so gathered to their fathers,
andtherearoseanother generation
after them who did not know by
seeing Jehovah, not eventheworks
which he had donefor Isradl.

11 Andthechildren of Israel
didevil intheeyesof Jehovah, and
served Badls,

12 Andthey left Jehovah God
of their fathers, who brought them
out of theland of Egypt, andwalked
after other gods, the gods of the
peoplewho werearound them, and
prostrated themsalvesto them, and
provoked Jehovah.

13 Andthey left Jehovah, and
served Baal and Ashtaroth.

14 Andthe nostrils of Jeho-
vah burned against Isragl, and he
gavetheminto the handsof plun-
dererswho plundered them, and he
sold them into the hands of those
who hated them all around, so that
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they were not able any longer to
stand beforetheface of thosewho
hated them.

15 Thehand of Jehovahwas
towardsthemfor evil everywhere
they went out, what Jehovah had
spoken, and what Jehovah had
sworn to them; and they were ex-
ceedingly distressed.

16 And Jehovah raised up
thoseto judge, who saved them out
of the hand of thosewho plundered
them.

17 And yet they would not
hear attentively the onesjudging
them, but they went whoring after
other gods, and prostrated them-
selves tothem; they turned quickly
out of theway inwhich their fa-
therswalked, hearing atentively the
commandments of Jehovah; they
did not so.

18 AndsinceJehovahraised
up for them those to judge, then
Jehovah was with the one who
judged, and saved them out of the
hand of thosewho hated them all
the daysof thejudge, because Je-
hovah comforted himself because
of their groanings beforetheface
of themwho oppressed them, and
drovethem.

19 Anditwas, at thedeath of
thejudgethat they turned back and
destroyed themselves more than
their fathers, inwalking after other
gods to serve them, and to pros-
tratethemselvesto them; they did
not fall away from their own do-
ingsnor fromtheir hardened way.

20 And the nostrils of Jeho-
vah burned against Israel, and he
said, Because this people has
crossed over my covenant which|
418

commandedtheir fathers, and have
not attentively heard my voice,

21 | aso will not any more
driveout menfrom beforetheface
of the peoples which Joshua left
when hedied,

22 Sothat| may provelsragl
through them, if they will hedge
about theway of Jehovahtowalk
init astheir fathershedgedit about,
or not.

23 And Jehovah left those
peopleswithout driving them out
hastily, and did not givetheminto
the hand of Joshua.

CHAPTERS3

1 Andthesearethepeoples
which Jehovah left to prove lsrael
by them, al who did not know by
seeing all thewarsof Canaan,

2  Onlythathegeneraionsof
the children of Israel might have
knowledgeto teach themwar, es-
pecidly thosewhoformerly did not
Know:

3  Fivelordsof thePalestin-
ians, and dl the Canaanites, andthe
Sidonians, andtheHivitesdwelling
in Mount Lebanon, from Mount
Baa Hermonto theenteringin of
Hamath.

4  And they were to prove
Israel by them, to know if they
would hear attentively the com-
mandments of Jehovah, which he
commanded their fathers by the
hand of Moses.

5 Andthechildrenof Israel
dweltinthemidst of the Canaanites,
Hittites, and Amorites, and
Perizzites, and Hivites, and
Jebusites,
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6 Andthey took their daugh-
tersto themselvesfor wives, and
gavetheir daughtersto their sons,
and served their gods.

7 Andthechildrenof Israel
didevil intheeyesof Jehovah, and
forgot Jehovah, their God, and
served Baals and pole images of
Ashteroth.’

8 Andthenostrils of Jeho-
vah burned against Israel, and he
sold theminto thehand of Chushan
Rishatham? king of Mesopotamia,
and the children of Israel served
Chushan Rishathameight years.

9 Andwhenthechildren of
Israel cried to Jehovah, Jehovah
raised up asavior tothechildren of
|srael who saved them, Othnidl, the
son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger
brother.

10 Andthe Spirit of Jehovah
was upon him, and hejudged Is-
rael, and went out to war; and Je-
hovah gave Chushan Rishathaim,
king of Mesopotamia, into hishand,
and his hand was strong against
Chushan Rishathaim.

11 Andtheland rested forty
years, and Othniel, the son of
Kenaz, died.

12 Andagainthechildren of
Israel did evil inthe eyesof Jeho-
vah, and Jehovah strengthened
Eglon, theking of Moab, against
|srael, becausethey had doneevil
intheeyesof Jehovah.

7 3:7 pole images of Ashteroth, asherah.
This word is aways trandated groves in KJV.
It refers to the wooden poles or images made
for Ashteroth, the mother of Baal, and fe-
male goddess who always appeared with Baal.
These asherah images were always numerous
at an altar to Baal and Asteroth.

8 3:8 Chushan Rishathaim. Chushan of
Double Wickedess.

13 Andhegatheredtohimthe
children of Ammon and Amalek,
andwalked, and struck Isradl, and
possessed the city of palm trees.

14 Andthechildren of Israel
served Eglon, the king of Moab,
eighteenyears.

15 Andthechildren of Israel
cried to Jehovah, and Jehovah
raised them up asavior, Ehud, the
son of Gera, aBenjamite, aman
impeded in hisright hand; and by
hishand thechildren of |srael sent
a present to Eglon, the king of
Moab.

16 AndEhudmadehimadag-
ger with two mouths, of a cubit
length, and he girded it under his
clothingonhisright thigh.

17 Andhebrought the present
to Eglon, king of Moab, and Eglon
wasamanvery fat.

18 Anditwaswhenhehadfin-
ished presenting the present, he
sent away the peoplewho borethe
present.

19 Andhehimsdf turned back
from the gravenimagesthat were
by Gilgal, and said, Thereisase-
cret wordwithmefor you, Ohking;
whosaid, Kegpslence andal who
stood by himwent out from him.

20 AndEhudcametohim,and
hewassitting inacooling parlor,
whichwasfor him separately, and
Ehud said, Thereisaword from
God with mefor you, and hearose
out of hiscovered throne.

21 AndEhud sent out hisleft
hand, and took thedagger fromhis
right thigh, and drove it into his
belly;
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22 Andthehandlealso went
in after theblade, and thefat closed
upon the blade, so that he could
not pull thedagger out of hisbelly,
andit cameout through hisgraddle.

23 AndEhudwent out through
the porch, and shut the doors of
the parlor covering him, and bolted
them.

24 Whenhehad goneout, his
servants came, and they saw and
behold, the doors of the parlor
werebolted, and they said, Surely
he hasentwined hisfeetinhiscool-
ing gpartment.

25 Andthey twisted around
until they paledin shame, and o,
he did not open the doors of the
parlor; and they took a key, and
opened them; and o, their lord was
fallen down dead on theearth.

26 And Ehud escaped while
they hesitated, and crossed over by
thegravenimages, and escaped to
Sarath.

27 Anditwas, hecame, and
he sounded atrumpet in themoun-
tain of Ephraim; and thechildren of
|sradl went downwithhimfromthe
mount, and he beforetheir face.

28 Andhesaidtothem, Run
after mebecause Jehovah hasgiven
the M oabites, thosewho hateyou,
intoyour hand, and they went down
after him, and captured thefords
of Jordan toward Moab, and did
not give any man permission to
Crossover.

29 Andthey struck of Moab
at that time about ten thousand
men, al robust, and al men of re-
sources; and not aman escaped.
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30 And Moab bent the knee
that day under the hand of Israel.
Andtheland rested eighty years.3°

31 And after him was
Shamgar the son of Anath, who
struck of the Palestinianssix hun-
dred menwith an ox goad, and he
asosaved Isradl.

CHAPTER4

1 Andthechildrenof Isradl
againdid evil inthe eyesof Jeho-
vah, and Ehud was dead.

2 And Jehovah sold them
into the hand of Jabin, king of
Canaan, whoreignedin Hazor; and
thechief ruler of hishostwasSisera,
and he dwelt in Harosheth of the
peoples.

3 Andthechildrenof Israel
cried to Jehovah, becauseto him
wereninehundred chariotsof iron,
and he exceedingly oppressed the
childrenof Isradl twenty years.

4  And Deborah, a woman
prophet, thewife of L apidoth, was
judging lsradl at that time.

5 And she dwelt under the
palm tree of Deborah between
Ramah and Bethel in Mount
Ephraim, and the children of Israel
cameup to her for judgment.

30 3:30 eighty years. Note the long peri-
ods of time throughout Judges when God gave
Israel peace, and during which time Israel fol-
lowed Jehovah God. If you read the book of
Judges without noting these short statements
that the land had peace for eighty years, or
whatever the number is, you get the impres-
sion that they were always prostrating them-
selves to pagan gods, and in war, but this is
not true. These periods, like this eighty years,
are stated in one phrase of a sentence without
elaboration. So do not think that Israel was
under bondage or fighting wars during this
entire four hundred years. There were long
periods in which they followed God, were at
peace, and prospered.



The exploits of Deborah and Barak against Jabin and Sisera

6 And she sent and called
Barak, the son of Abinoam, from
Kedesh Naphtali, and saidto him,
Has not Jehovah God of Israel
commanded, Walk and draw to-
ward Mount Tabor, and takewith
you ten thousand men of the chil-
dren of Naphtali, and of the chil-
dren of Zebulun?

7  Andlwill draw Sisera the
chief ruler of Jabin’shogt, to you,
tothestream Kishon, with hischari-
otsand hismultitude, and 1 will give
himinto your hand.

8 AndBarak saidto her, If
youwill walk withme, | will walk,
andif youwill not walk withme, |
will not walk.

9 Andshesaid, waking, |
will wak withyou; however, it shal
not bean ornament to you, thejour-
ney that you walk, because Jeho-
vah shall sdll Siserainto thehand
of awoman; and Deborah rose,
and walked with Barak to Kedesh.

10 AndBarak proclaimedto
Zebulunand Naphtali to assemble
to Kedesh, and he went up with
ten thousand men at hisfeet, and
Deborah went upwith him.

11 And Heber, the Kenite,
had separated from the K enites of
the children of Hobab, thefather in
law to Moses, and stretched out
histent near the oak in Zaanaim,
whichisnear Kedesh.

12 Andthey causedto stand
out boldly to Siserathat Barak, the
son of Abinoam, had gone up to
Mount Tabor.

13 And Siseraproclaimedto
assembled| hischariots, ninehun-
dred chariots of iron, and all the
people who werewith him, from

JUDGES 4
Harosheth of the peoples to the
stream of Kishon.

14 And Deborah said to
Barak, Riseup, becausethisisthe
day in which Jehovah has given
Siserainto your hand; has not Je-
hovah gone out beforeyour face?
And Barak went down from Mount
Tabor and ten thousand men after
him.

15 AndJehovahput Siserain
commoetion, andd| hischariotsand
al hisarmy, with the mouth of the
sword beforetheface of Barak, so
that Sisera descended from his
chariot, and fled on hisfeet.

16 And Barak ran after the
chariots and after the army to
Harosheth of the peoples, and all
the army of Siserafell upon the
mouth of the sword, and therewas
not oneleft.

17 AndSiserafledonhisfeet
to the tent of Jael, the wife of
Heber, the Kenite, because there
was peace between Jabin, theking
of Hazor, and the house of Heber,
theKenite.

18 AndJael went out to meet
Sisera, andsadtohim, Turnin, my
lord, turninto me; do not fear. And
when he had turned into her into
the tent, she covered him with a
quilt.

19 And hesaid to her, Give
me, please, alittlewater to drink,
because | am thirsty; and she
opened askin bag of milk, and gave
himdrink, and covered him.

20 Aganhesadtoher, Stand
inthedoor of thetent, and it shall
be, if any man comes, andinquires
of you, and says, Isthereany man
here?You shall say, No.

1
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21 And Jael, Heber’s wife,
took a pin of the tent, and put a
hammer in her hand; and went co-
vertly tohim, and drovethepininto
histemples; and droveit through
totheground, and hewasinadeep
deep, and covered, and hedied.

22 Andlo, Barak running af-
ter Sisera, Jael came out to meet
him, and said to him, Walk, and |
will causeyouto seethemanwhom
you are seeking; and hecameinto
her - behold, Sisera, fallen dead,
andthepininhistemples!

23 And God caused Jabin, the
king of Canaan, to bend the knee
on that day beforetheface of the
childrenof Isradl.

24 Andthe hand of the chil-
drenof Isradl, walking, walked on,
and hard against Jabin, theking of
Canaan, until they had cut off Jabin,
king of Canaan.

CHAPTERS

1 AndDeborahand Barak,
the son of Abinoam, sang on that
day, saying,

2 Forthecommandersinls
rael baring themselves, for the
people who offered themselves
willingly, kned downwith goodness
to Jehovah.

3  Hear atentively, Ohkings,
broaden your ear, Oh princes; I,
even | will sing to Jehovah; | will
play and sing to Jehovah God of
lsradl.

4  Oh Jehovah, when you
went out of Seir, when you
marched out of thefield of Edom,
the earth trembled, and the heav-
ensdigtilled, yes, thedark clouds
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dropped water.

5 Themountainsflowed be-
foretheface of Jehovah, that Sinai
beforetheface of Jehovah God of
Isradl.

6 Inthedaysof Shamgar, the
son of Anath, inthe days of Jael,
the well trod roads ceased to be,
and those used to walking the
roadswalked winding paths.

7  Chieftainsceasedinlgad;
they ceased until | arose, Deborah;
| aroseamother inlsragl.

8 Theytried new gods; then
war at thegates! A shield - if one
was seen - or agpear - among forty
thousandinlsragl!

9 My heart is toward the
commandersof |srael, who offered
themselves willingly among the
people. Bless Jehovah.

10 Youridersof whitedon-
keys, you sittersinthe height, and
walkersby theway, ponder!

11 Thevoiceof thosewho cut
off spoil between the watering
troughs- therethey shall celebrate
therighteousness of Jehovah, the
righteousnesstoward hisrulersin
Israel; then the people of Jehovah
went downto the gates.

12 Awake, awake, Deborah;
awake, awake, speak a song!
Arise, Barak, andlead captiveyour
captives, son of Abinoam.

13 Atthat timetheremnant of
thelordly leadersof thepeopletrod,
Jehovah trod over the mighty for
me.

14 Out of Ephraim, their root
against Amalek; after you, Ben-
jamin, among your people; out of
Machir camedown lawgivers, and
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out of Zebulun, they who draw out
the pen of thosewho mark thetaly.

15 And my commandersin
| ssachar with Deborah; aslssachar,
so Barak; intothevaley they were
sent on foot. For the divisions of
Reuben, great enactmentsof heart.

16 Why didyou sit between
the cattle pens, to hear thebleatings
of theflocks? Among thedivisons
of Reuben, great searchingsof the
heart.

17 Gilead beyond Jordan
dwelt; and Dan, why did helodge
in ships? Asher sat down in the
covesof thesea, and dweltin his
ports.

18 Zebulun, apeoplewhoex-
posed their souls to death - and
Naphtali - inthehigh placesof the
fidd.

19 Kings came; they de-
voured; then devoured thekingsof
Canaan in Taanach by thewaters
of Megiddo; they took no plunder
of slver.

20 They devouredfromout of
the heavens; the stars in their
coursesdevoured Sisera.

21 The stream of Kishon
swept them away; ancient stream,
thestream Kishon. Ohmy soul, you
havetrodden down strength.

22 Thenbeat thehoofsof the
horses, fromthegalloping, gallop-
ing of their mighty ones.

23 Curse Meroz, said the
Messenger of Jehovah, cursing,
cursetheinhabitants, becausethey
camenot tothehelp of Jehovah, to
the help of Jehovah, against the

mighty.
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24 Blessed among women,

Jael, thewife of Heber, the Kenite,
among women in the tent sheis
blessed.

25 Water heasked; milk she
gave; in alarge dish she brought
near curdled milk.

26 Herhandtothepinsheput,
and her right hand totheworkman's
hammer; and she hammered
Sisera; she crushed hishead; she
plungedinto and passed through his
temples.

27 He bent down his knees
between her feet; he fell; he lay
down; he bent down hiskneesbe-
tween her feet; hefdl; wherehebent
down hisknees, therehefell down
ravaged.

28 Through thewindow she
leaned out; Yes, she cried, the
mother of Sisera, through thelat-
tice, Why doeshischariot palein
shame to come? Why do the
strokesof hischariot tarry?

29 Herwiseladiesanswered
her; Yes, sheturned back sayingto
hersdf,

30 Havethey not found and
divided the spoil? A womb, two
wombs,®° to the head of every
mighty man; aspoil of dyed gar-

% 5:30 A womb, two wombs, to the head
of every mighty man. This is the literal ren-
dering of this sentence. The interpretation is:
A woman, two women, to the head of every
mighty warrior, meaning that each mighty
man in a successful army always returned with
female captives which he took as female ser-
vants, or concubines, or wives for himself or
for his sons. In referring to them as wombs,
sheissimply acknowledging that those captured
and kept, not killed, werefemal esfor bearing chil-
dren, who could be absorbed into thetribe by mar-
riage without danger to the tribe. God’'s Word is
not condoning this practice, only reporting the
words that Deborah sang and attributed to the
mother of Sisera as the attitude of Canaanites.
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ments to Sisera; a spoil of dyed
garments of embroidery, of two
dyed garments of embroidery for
thenecksof the spoiler?

31 Solet all thosewho hate
you belost, Oh Jehovah, but those
wholove him asthegoing forth of
thesuninitsmight. Andtheland
rested forty years.

CHAPTER®G

1 Andthechildrenof Israel
didevil intheeyesof Jehovah, and
Jehovah gavetheminto the hand
of Midian sevenyears.

2 And the hand of Midian
wasstrongagang |sradl; beforethe
facesof Midianthechildren of Is-
rael madefor themselvesthedens
which are in the mountains, and
caves, and strongholds.

3 Anditwas whenlgad had
sown, that the Midianitescame up,
and the Amalekites, and the chil-
dren of the east, and they cameup
againg them;

4  Andcampedagaingt them,
and destroyed the produce of the
earth, until you cometo Gaza, and
left nothing to preservelifefor Is-
ragl, neither flock animal, nor ox,
nor donkey,

5 Because they came up
withtheir livestock and their tents,
and they cameaslocustsfor abun-
dance; and to them and to their
camelstherewasno number; and
they cameinto theland to destroy
it.

6 Andlsrad hungdownvery
limp before the face of the
Midianites, and thechildren of Is-
rael criedto Jehovah.
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7 And it was, because the
children of Israel cried to Jehovah
against the turnings’ of the
Midianites,

8 That Jehovah sent aman,
aprophet, tothechildren of Isradl,
and said to them, Thus says Jeho-
vah God of Israel, | brought you
up from Egypt, and brought you out
of the house of bondage;

9 AndI snatched you out of
the hand of the Egyptians, and out
of thehand of all your oppressors,
and drove them out before your
face, and gaveyoutheir land;

10 And | said to you, | am
Jehovah your God; you shall not
fear the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you dwell, and you
havenot attentively heard my voice.

11 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah came, and sat under an oak
whichisin Ophrah, whichwasto
Joash, the Abi Ezrite; and Gideon,
hisson, wasknocking out whest in
thewinepress, to hideit fromthe
face of the Midianites. Note Gen16:17

12 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah appeared to him, and said
tohim, Jehovahiswithyou, mighty
man of resources!

13 And Gideon said to him,
Ohmy lord, if Jehovahiswithus,
thenwhy hasall thiscomeuponus,
andwherearedl hiswonderswhich
our fatherstallied upto us, saying,
Did not Jehovah bring usup from
Egypt? And now Jehovah has
thrust usoff, and given usintothe
pamsof theMidianites.

7 6:7 turnings, owdowth, meaning the
turnings of the events the Midianites caused.
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14 AndJehovah'*turned him-
self tohim, and said, Walk in this
your power, andyou shall savels-
rad fromthepamof theMidianites,
havel not sent you?

15 Andhesadtohim, Ohmy
lord, how shall | savelsrael?Be-
hold, my family isdanglinginneed
inManasseh, and | amtheleastin
my father’ shouse.

16 AndJehovahsaidto him,
Because | am with you, and you
shall strikethe Midianitesasone
man.

17 Andhesaidtohim, If now
thereis grace toward mein your
eyes, thenmakemeasignthat you
arespeakingwithme.

18 Please do not withdraw
fromthisplace, | pray you, until |
cometo you, and bring forth my
food offering, and depositit before
your face. And he said, | will re-
mainuntil youreturn.

19 AndGideonwentin, and
made ready ayoung shegoat, and
unleavened cakes of an ephah of
flour; he put thefleshin abasket,
and he put the broth in apot, and
brought it out to him under the oak,
and brought it near;

20 And the Messenger of
Godsaidtohim, Taketheflesh, and
the unleavened cakes, and deposit
themupon thislofty rock, and pour
out the broth, and hedid so.

21 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah put forth theend of the staff
that wasin hishand, and touched
theflesh and the unleavened cakes,
and there rose up fire out of the

14 6:14 Note that the one who is called the
Messenger of Jehovah in 6:11-12 is simply
called Jehovah in 6:14,16. See Note on Gen
16:17.
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strong rock, and atetheflesh and
the unleavened cakes. And the
Messenger of Jehovah walked
frombeforehiseyes.

22 And Gideon saw that he
wasthe Messenger of Jehovah, and
Gideon said, Alas, Oh Lord Jeho-
vah! Becauseright herel haveseen
the Messenger of Jehovah faceto
face.

23 AndJehovah saidto him,
Peaceto you; do not fear; you shdl
notdie.

24 And Gideon built an atar
thereto Jehovah, and called it Je-
hovah Shalom; itisstill in Ophrah
of theAbi Ezritestothisday.

25 Anditwasthesamenight,
that Jehovah said to him, Take a
young bull of thebullock whichis
toyour father, and the second bul -
lock of seven years, and throw
downthealtar of Baal whichisto
your father, and cut downthe pole
Images, thoseby it;

26 Andbuildanatar to Jeho-
vah, your God, upon the head of
thisfortressintheright arrangement,
and take the second bullock, and
cause a burnt sacrifice to ascend
with thewood of the poleimages
whichyou cut down.

27 AndGideontook tenmen
of hisservants, and did what Jeho-
vah had spokento him; and it was,
since hefeared hisfather’shouse
and themen of thecity todo it by
day that hedidit by night.

28 Andthemenofthedity rose
early inthedawn, and behold, the
altar of Baal wastorn down, and
the poleimageswhich wereby it
were cut down, and the second
bullock was offered upontheatar
425
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that wasbuilt.

29 Andthey saideachmanto
his neighbor, Who has done this
word? And they treaded seeking,
and searched out, and said,
Gideon, the son of Joash, hasdone
thisword.

30 Andthemenof thecity sad
to Joash, Bring out your son, that
he may die, because he has torn
downthedtar of Baal, and because
he has cut down the poleimages
that wereby it.

31 AndJoashsaidtoal who
stood against him, You, will you
contend®* for Baal? Or you, will
you save him?Whoever contends
for him, will beput to death & dawn.
If heisgod, let him plead for him-
self, since one hastorn down his
dtar.

32 And he was called
Jerubaal®? on that day, saying, Let
Bad contend againgt himsinceone
hastorn down hisaltar.

33 Andadl theMidianites and
the Amalekites, and thechildren of
the east were gathered together,
and crossed over, and pitched in
thevalley of Jezred.

34 Andthe Spirit of Jehovah
clothed Gideon, and he blew a
trumpet, and Abi Ezer wascalled
together after him.

35 Andhesent messengersto
al Manasseh, anddsoitwascdled
together after him; and hesent mes-

3t 6:31 contend, riyb, means to contend
in a legal case, to sue to obtain what one
needs. Joash is asking them if they are going
to act as attorneys for Baal. His sarcasm to
them is, Why would a god need man to act as
his attorney.

%2 6:32 Jerubaal, means Baal will plead or
contend (fight his own case in the court of
life).
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sengersto Asher, and to Zebulun,
andto Naphtali, and they cameup
to meet them.

36 And Gideonsaidto God,
If you aregoing to save lsrael by
my hand, what you have spoken,

37 Behold, | am placing a
fleeceof woal inthethreshingfloor,
andif thedew isonthefleeceonly,
andonadl theground dryness, then
| shal know by seeing, becauseyou
will savelsrael by my hand, what
you have spoken.

38 Anditwasso, andherose
early onthe next day, and pressed
thefleecetogether, and wrung the
dew out of thefleece, abowl full of
water.

39 AndGideonsaidto God,
L et not your nostrilsburn against
me, and | will speak only this
stroke; let me prove, please, only
thisstrokewith thefleece. Please,
let drynessbeuponthefleeceonly,
and on all theground let there be
dew.

40 And God did so on that
night; and drynesswasonthefleece
only, andtherewasdew on all the
ground.

CHAPTER7Y

1 AndJerubaal roseearly -
heis Gideon - and all the people
who werewith him, and pitched by
the Fountain of Harod;* and the
army of Midian wason thenorth
of himby Mount Morehintheval-
ley.
2 And Jehovah said to
Gideon, There are too many
people, thosewho arewithyou, for

1 7:1 Fountain of Harod means Fountain
of Trembling.




God reduces the number with Gideon to 300; Gideon overbears a man’s dream JUDGES 7

meto give Midian into their hand
lest Isradl boast themselvesagainst
me, saying, My hand hassaved me.

3 Andnow, please, call out
in the ears of the people, saying,
Whoever isfearful and afraid, let
him turn back, and return from
Mount Gilead. And twenty-two
thousand of the people turned
back, and thereremained ten thou-
sand.

4  And Jehovah said to
Gideon, Still therearemany people;
bring them downto thewater, and
| will refinethemfor you there; and
itshadl be, whom| say toyou, This
one shall walk with you, he shall
walk withyou; and all of whom|
say toyou, Thisoneshall not wak
withyou, heshall not walk.

5 Andhebrought the people
down to the water, and Jehovah
sadto Gideon, Everyonewholaps
of the water with histongue asa
dog laps, you shall set him sepa-
rate, and everyone who bends
down on hiskneesto drink.

6 And the number of them
who lapped, their hand to their
mouth, were three hundred men,
and al whowereleft of the people
bent down on their kneesto drink
water.

7 And Jehovah said to
Gideon, | will saveyou by thethree
hundred menwho lapped, and give
Midianinto your hand; and all the
peopleshdl walk every mantohis
place.

8 Andthepeopletook food
intheir hand, andtheir trumpets, and
he sent every man of | sragl away
to histent, and hekept hold onthe
three hundred men; and thearmy

of Midianwasbeneath himinthe
valey.

9 Anditwason that night,
that Jehovah saidto him, Riseup,
go down into thearmy, becausel
havegivenitintoyour hand.

10 Andif youareafradtogo
down, you and Phurah, your ser-
vant, go downtothearmy;

11 Andyoushal attentively
hear what they say, and afterward
your hand shal seizestrength, and
you shdl godowntothearmy.And
he and Phurah, his servant, went
downtotheedgeof thearmed men
whowereinthearmy.

12 AndMidian, and Amalek,
and al thechildren of the east lay
inthevalley likelocustsfor abun-
dance; and their camel swerewith-
out number, asthe sand by thelip
of theseafor abundance.

13 And Gideon came, and
behold, aman wastallying up to
his friend a dream; and he said,
Behold, | havedreamed adream,
and behold, acake of barley bread
was tumbling into the army of
Midian, and came to a tent, and
struck it, and it fell, and turned it
upside down, and the tent fell
down.

14 And hisfriend answered
andsaid, Thisisnothing other than
the sword of Gideon, the son of
Joash, a man of Israel; God has
givenMidianand dl thearmy into
hishand.

15 Anditwas, when Gideon
attentively heard the recounting of
the dream, and itsbreaking apart,
that he prostrated himself, and
turned back to thearmy of Isragl,
and said, Rise up, because Jeho-
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vah hasgiven into your hand the
army of Midian.

16 And hedivided thethree
hundred meninto three heads, and
hegaveatrumpet inevery man's
hand, withempty pitchersandflam-
ing torcheswithinthe pitchers.

17 Andhesadtothem, Look
at me, and dolikewise, and behold,
| am coming to the edge of the
camp; it shall be, as| do, so you
shdl do.

18 And | will blow with a
trumpet, | and all who arewithme,
and you shall blow withthetrum-
pets, evenyou around al thecamp,
andyou shall say, For Jehovah and
for Gideon.

19 AndGideoncameandthe
hundred men who werewith him
to the edge of the camp at the head
of themiddlewatch - they had just
raised thehedge!° - and they blew
with the trumpets, and broke the
pitcherswhichwereintheir hand.

20 Andthethreeheadsblew
the trumpets, and shattered the
pitchers, and heldintherr left hands
theflamingtorches andintheir right
hands the trumpets to blow; and
they called out, The sword of Je-
hovah and of Gideon.

21 Andevery mangoodinhis
placeall around thearmy, and all
thearmy ran, and shouted, and fled.

22 And the three hundred
blew thetrumpets, and Jehovah put
every man's sword against his
neighbor eveninall thearmy, and
thearmy fled asfar asBeth Shittah

197:19 raised the hedge, quwm shamar.
They had just raised the hedge, meaning that

they had just set new guards for the middle
watch of the night.
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Gideon's 300 attack at night breaking thier pitchers and blowing trumpets

toward Zererath, and to thelip of
Abel Meholah by Tabbath.

23 Andthemenof Israel were
cdled together out of Naphtai, and
out of Asher, and out of all
Manasseh, and ran after Midian.

24  And Gideon sent messen-
gers throughout all the hills of
Ephraim, saying, Come down to
meet Midian, and capturethewa-
tersasfar as Beth-barah and Jor-
dan beforethem. And all themen
of Ephraim were called together,
and captured the watersto Beth-
barah and Jordan.

25 Andthey capturedthetwo
rulersof Midian, Oreb and Zeeb,
and they struck fatally Oreb at the
strong rock Oreb, and Zeeb they
struck fatally at the wine vat of
Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and
brought the heads of Oreb and
Zeeb to Gideon across Jordan.

CHAPTERS

1 Andthemen of Ephraim
said to him, Why have you done
thiswordtous?Youfailedtocal
us when you walked to devour
Midian. And they contended with
himexceedingly.

2 Andhesadtothem, What
have| done now in comparisonto
you?Isnot thegleaning of Ephraim
better than thevintage of Abi Ezer?

3 God has given into your
handstherulersof Midian, Oreb
and Zeeb, and what was| ableto
do in comparison to you? Then
thelir breathing slackened toward
him when he had spoken that.



Ephraim belps; Gideon's 300 pursue the Midianites and fatally strike others ~ JUDGES 8

4 And Gideon cameto Jor-
dan, crossing over, heand thethree
hundred men who werewith him,
faint, yet pursuing them.

5 Andhesaidtothemen of
Succoth, Give, please, loaves of
bread to the people at my feet, be-
causethey arefaint, and | am pur-
suing after Zebah and Zalmunna,
kingsof Midian.

6 Andtherulersof Succoth
said, Arethe palms of Zebah and
Zadmunnanow inyour handthat we
should givefoodto your host?

7 AndGideonsaid, There-
forewhen Jehovah hasgiven Zebah
and Zalmunnainto my hand, | will
thresh your flesh with thethorns of
thedesert and with briers.

8 Andhewentupfromthere
to Penuel and spoketo themthis;
and the men of Penuel answered
him asthemen of Succoth had an-
swered.

9 Andhe spokeasoto the
men of Penudl, saying, When| re-
turnin peacel will tear downthis
tower.

10 AndZebahand Zamunna
werein Karkor, and their armies
with them, about fifteen thousand
men, all who were left of all the
armiesof the children of theeast,
and thosewhofell wereahundred
and twenty thousand men drawing
sword.

11 And Gideon went up the
way of thosedwellingintentson
the east of Nobah and Jogbehah,
and struck thearmy, for thearmy
was secure.

12 And when Zebah and
Zamunnafled, he pursued after
them, and captured thetwo kings

of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna,
and caused dl thearmy totremble.

13 And Gideon the son of
Joash returned from battle at the
rising of the hedt,

14 Andcapturedayoungman
of themen of Succoth, andinquired
of him, and hewrotefor him the
rulers of Succoth and its elders,
Seventy-seven men.

15 Andhecameintothemen
of Succoth, and said, Behold,
Zebah and Zamunna, withwhom
you reproached me, saying, Isthe
pal m of Zebah and Zalmunnanow
inyour hand that we should give
food to your weary men?

16 Andhetook the eldersof
the city, and thorns and briers of
the desert, and caused them, the
men of Succoth, to know by see-
ing.
17 And he tore down the
tower of Penudl, and fatally struck
themen of thecity.

18 AndhesaidtoZebahand
Zalmunna, What manner of men
werethey whomyou struck fatally
at Tabor? And they answered, As
you, sothey; each oneintheform
of thechildren of aking.

19 And he said, They were
my brothers, sons of my mother;
asJehovahlives, if only you had
saved them alive | would not fa-
tally strikeyou.

20 And he said to Jether his
firstborn, Rise up and strikethem
fatally. And theyouth did not draw
his sword because he feared, be-
cause hewasyet ayouth.

21 AndZebahand Zalmunna
said, Youriseup andimpingeupon
us, becauseastheman, sohismight.
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And Gideon rose up, and struck
Zebah and Zalmunnafatally, and
took the ornaments that were on
their camels’ necks.

22 Andthemenof Isradl said
to Gideon, You ruleover us, both
you, and your son, and your son’s
son, becauseyou have saved usout
of thehand of Midian.

23 AndGideonsaidtothem,
| will not ruleover you, neither shal
my sonruleover you; Jehovah shal
ruleover you.

24 AndGideonsaidtothem,
L et merequest apetition of you,
that every man givemeanosering
out of hisspoil, becausetherewere
to them gold noserings, because
they werelshmaelites.

25 Andthey said, Giving, we
will give. And they spread out a
garment, and every manthrew in
therethenoseringsof hisspoail.

26 Andtheweight of thegold
noseringswhich herequested was
athousand, seven hundred shek-
elsof gold, separatefromthe neck
pendants, and ear pendants, and
purple garmentsthat wereon the
kingsof Midian, and separatefrom
the necklaces which were on the
necksof their camels.

27 And Gideon made an
ephod of it, and put it in hiscity,
Ophrah; and adl Israel whored af -
ter it there, and it became anoose
to Gideon and to hishouse.

28 AndMidian bent theknee
before theface of the children of
Israel, and they did not any more
lift up their heads. And the land
rested forty years in the days of
Gideon.
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29 And Jerubaal, the son of
Joash, walked, and dwedtinhisown
house.

30 Andto Gideonweresev-
enty childrencomingout of hisloins
becauseto himwere many wives.

31 And his concubine who
wasin Shechem, also boreto him
a son, and he put his name
Abimeech.

32 And Gideon, the son of
Joash, diedinagood old age, and
was buried in the sepulcher of
Joash, hisfather, in Ophrah of the
Abi Ezrites.

33 And it was, that Gideon
died, and the children of Isragl
turned back, and whored after
Baals, and put Baal Covenant as
their god.

34 Andthechildrenof Isragl
did not remember Jehovah their
God who had snatched them out
of thehandsof al thosewho hated
themadl around;

35 Andthey didnotdomercy
withthehouseof Jerubad - Gideon
- according to all the goodness
which hehad donewith Isragl.

CHAPTER9

1 AndAbimeech, thesonof
Jerubadl, walked to Shechemtohis
mother’sbrothers, and spokewith
them, and with al thefamily of the
house of hismother’sfather, say-
Ing,
2  Speak, please, intheears
of al thelords of Shechem, What
isgood for you, ruling over you
seventy men, all the sons of
Jerubadl, or that oneman ruleover
you? And remember that | amyour
bone, and your flesh.



Abimelech kills his brothers; Jotham's fable of the trees

3 Andhismother’sbrothers
spokeof himintheearsof all the
lordsof Shechem all thesewords,
and their heart stretched out after
Abimelech, becausethey said, He
isour brother.

4  Andthey gavehimseventy
of silver out of the house of Baal
Covenant, and Abimelech hired
vain and malicious men, who
waked after him.

5 Andhewenttohisfather's
houseat Ophrah, andfatally struck
hisbrothers, the sonsof Jerubaal,
seventy men on one stone; and
Jotham, the youngest son of
Jerubaal , was| eft because hewas
hidden.

6 And all the lords of
Shechem gathered together, and all
thehouseof Millo, andwaked, and
caused Abimelechtoreignasking
at the oak of thestation whichwas
in Shechem.

7  Andthey causedittostand
out boldly to Jotham, and hewa ked
and stood on the head of Mount
Gerizim, and lifted hisvoice, and
called out, and said to them, Hear
me attentively, you lords of
Shechem, and God shdll attentively
hear you.

8 Thetreeswaking, waked
toanoint aking over them, andthey
saidtotheolive, Reignover us.

9 Andtheodlivesadtothem,
Should | cease from my fatness,
which by methey attribute heavy
honor to God and man, and walk
to wag back and forth over the
trees?

10 And thetrees said to the
figtree, Youwalk and reign over
us.

JUDGES 9

11 And the fig tree said to
them, Should | cease from my
sweetness, namely my good fruit,
and walk to wag back and forth
over thetrees?

12 And thetrees said to the
vine, Youwalk toreign over us.

13 Andthevinesaidtothem,
Should| ceasefrommy freshgrape
juice, whichrgoicesGod and men,
and walk to wag back and forth
over thetrees?

14 Thenadl thetreessaid to
thethorntree, Youwalk, reign over
us.

15 Andthethorntreesaidto
thetrees, If intruth you anoint me
king over you, walk, fleefor refuge
in my shadow, and if not, let fire
come out of the thorn tree, and
devour the cedars of Lebanon.

16 Now, if intruth, and integ-
rity you have done, whenyou made
Abimelech king, and if you have
done good with Jerubaal, and his
house, andif accordingtothedeeds
of hishandsyou havedonetohim

17 Because my father de-
voured for you, and threw hissoul
inyour place, and snatched you out
of thehand of Midian -

18 Andyou arerisen against
the house of my father today, and
havefatdly struck hissons, seventy
men on one stone, and have made
Abimeech, theson of hismaidser-
vant, king over the lords of
Shechem because he is your
brother;

19 Andif youhavedonetruth
andintegrity with Jerubaal andwith
hishousethisday, yourejoicein
Abimeech, andlethimasorgoice
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inyou;

20 Andif not, letfirecomeout
from Abimelech, and devour the
lords of Shechem and the house of
Millo; and let fire come out from
thelords of Shechem and fromthe
house of Millo, and devour
Abimeech.

21 AndJothamranaway, and
fled, andwaked to Beer, and dwelt
there, because of the face of
Abimeech, hisbrother.

22 And Abimelech reigned
over |srad threeyears,

23 AndGodsent anevil spirit
between Abime ech and thelords
of Shechem, and the lords of
Shechem acted deceitfully with
Abimeech,

24 That theviolencedoneto
the seventy sonsof Jerubaal might
come, and their blood be put upon
Abimelech, their brother, who
struck them fatally, and upon the
lords of Shechem, who strength-
ened hishandstofatally strikehis
brothers.

25 Andthelordsof Shechem
put an ambush for himinthehead
of themountains, and they plucked
off from all that crossed over by
them ontheway; and it was made
to stand out boldly to Abimelech.

26 AndGad, theson of Ebed,
came, and hisbrothers, and crossed
over to Shechem; and thelords of
Shechem trusted him.

27 Andthey went outintothe
fields, and gathered their vineyards,
and trod out, and made harvest
celebration, and went into the
house of their god, and ate, and
drank, and made light of
Abimeech.
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Gaal conspires against Abimelech

28 AndGad, theson of Ebed,
sad, WhoisAbimdech,28andwho
is Shechem, that we should serve
him?Ishenot the son of Jerubaal,
and Zebul, hisofficer? Servethe
men of Hamor, the father of
Shechem, for why shouldweserve
him?

29 And who will give this
peopleintomy hand?Then| would
causeAbimelechtodepart. Andhe
said to Abimelech, Increase your
host, and comeout.?®

30 AndZebul, thehead of the
city, attentively heard thewords of
Gaal, the'son of Ebed, and hisnos-
trilsburned.

31 Andhesent messengersto
Abimeech deceitfully, saying, Be-
hold, Gaal, the son of Ebed, and
his brothers have come to
Shechem; and behold, they are
pressing on the city against you.

% 9:28 Here follows an explanation to help
you understand this verse. Gaal, the son of
Ebed, is a Shechemite, that is, a Caananite,
over which Abimelech reigns. He asked the
question rhetorically, Who is Abimelech, and
who is Shechem? Abimelech and Shechem are
the same person, because Abimelech became
ruler over the Shechemites by claiming to be
a Shechemite since his mother was a
Shechemite. See 8:31 and 9:1. But Gaal is
pointing out that Abimelech is really an lsra-
elite, the son of Jerubaal [Gideon], and there-
fore not a true Shechemite. Although Zebul,
his officer is a Shechemite, he simply rules
for Abimelech, who is not a true Shechemite.
Since the Shechemites previously served the
men or house of Hamor, a true Shechemite,
they should return rule to the house of Hamor,
the true founder of Shechem. By receiving
Gaal as their ruler, and throwing off the yoke
of Abimelech they would restore their gov-
ernment to the rightful house in Shechem.
This is to fulfill the words of Jotham, the son
of Jerubaal [Gideon] for killing al his broth-
ers, 9:7-20.

2 9:29 Gaal made the offer to the
Shechemites to become their ruler. They ap-
parently accepted his offer immediately, al-
though the text does not inform us about this.

The next sentence is Gaal’'s challenge to
Abimelech.
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32 Andnow riseby night, you
and the peoplewho arewith you,
andlay anambushinthefield;

33 Anditshall be, thatinthe
dawn, at therising of thesun, you
shal load up and spread out againgt
the city; and behold, he and the
peoplewho arewith himare com-
ing out against you, thenyou shall
doto them ascomesforth to your
hand.

34 AndAbimeecharose, and
all the peoplewho werewith him,
by night, and they set anambush of
four headsagainst Shechem.

35 AndGad,thesonof Ebed,
went out, and stood intheentrance
of the gate of the city; and
Abimelech rose, and the people
who were with him, out of their
ambush.

36 AndGaal saw the people,
and said to Zebul, Behold, people
aredescending fromthe head of the
mountains. And Zebul saidtohim,
You are seeing the shadow of the
mountainsasmen.

37 AndGaal againtill more
spoke, and said, Behold, people
aredescending by thesummit of the
land, and another head are coming
theway of the Oak of the Sorcer-
ers.

38 And Zebul said to him,
Now where is your mouth, with
whichyousaid, WhoisAbimelech
that we should serve him?Is not
this the people whom you de-
spised?Go out, please, and devour
them.

39 AndGaa went out before
theface of thelords of Shechem,
and devoured against Abimelech.

40 AndAbimelech ran after
him, and hefled beforehisface, and
many fell polluted, asfar astheen-
trance of thegate.

41 And Abimelech dwelt at
Arumah, and Zebul drove out Gaal
and hisbrothersfrom dwellingin
Shechem.

42 Anditwasonthenext day
that the people went out into the
field, and they caused it to stand
out boldly to Abimelech.

43 And he took the people,
and divided theminto threeheads,
andladanambushinthefidd, and
looked, and behold, the people
cameforth out of thecity; and he
arose against them, and struck
them.

44  And Abimelech and the
head that waswith him spread out,
and stoodintheentranceof thegate
of thecity, and thetwo other heads
spread out against dll whowerein
thefields, and struck them.

45 AndAbimelech devoured
the city al that day, and he cap-
tured thecity, andfatally struck the
people who were there, and tore
down the city, and sowed it with
.

46 And all the lords of the
Tower of Shechem attentively
heard, and entered into the citadel
of the house of thegod Berith.#®

46 9:46 the god Berith, the same as Baal
Berith, or Baal Covenant in 9:4. In verse 4 it
is Baal Berith. Here it is El Berith. Baal means
lord, and el means god. Berith means cov-
enant. El is used of Jehovah God, and pagan
gods just like our English word, god. We capi-
talize God to show we are speaking of the true
God. There is not that distinction in Hebrew.
In Hebrew you know whether it is God or god
by the context.
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47 Anditwasmadeto stand
out boldly to Abimelechthat al the
lords of the Tower of Shechem
wereassembl ed.

48 And Abimelech ascended
to Mount Zalmon, heand al the
people who were with him, and
Abimelech took the axes in his
hand, and cut down abough from
thetrees, andliftedit, and put it on
hisshoulder, and said to the people
whowerewith him, What you have
seenmedo, flow likeliquidand do
asl.

49 Andadlthepeoplelikewise
cut down every man hisbough, and
walked after Abimelech, and put
themagaing thecitadd, and set the
citadd onfirewiththem; andal the
men of thetower of Shechemdied
also, about a thousand men and
women.

50 AndAbimeechwakedto
Thebez, and pitched against
Thebez, and captured it.

51 Andastrongtower wasin
themidgt of thecity, andal themen
and women fled there, and all the
lords of the city, and shut them-
selvesin, and ascended to thetop
of thetower.

52 AndAbimdechcametothe
tower, and devoured it, and came
near to the door of the tower to
burnitwithfire.

53 And one woman threw
down apieceof an upper millstone
on the head of Abimelech, and
crushed hisskull to pieces.

54 Andhecaledout hurriedly
to theyoung man bearing hiswegp-
ons, and said to him, Draw your
sword, andkill me, lest they say of
me, A woman struck him fatally.
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And his young man thrust him
through, and hedied.

55 Andwhenthemenof |s-
radl saw that Abimel echwasdead,
every manwalkedto hisplace.

56 And God turned back the
evil on Abimdech, whichhedidto
hisfather, by fataly striking hissev-
enty brothers;

57 And God turned back all
theevil of themen of Shechemupon
their heads, and the curse of
Jotham, the son of Jerubaal, came
onthem.

CHAPTER 10

1 AndTola thesonof Puah,
arose after Abimelechto savels-
rael, the son of Dodo, a man of
I ssachar, and hedwetin Shamirin
Mount Ephraim.

2 And he judged Israel
twenty-threeyears, and died, and
wasburied in Shamir.

3 AndafterhimaroseJair,a
Gileadite, andjudged | sradl twenty-
twoyears.

4  Andtohimwerethirty sons
who rode on thirty donkey colts,
andtothemwerethirty cities; they
arecdledtheTownsof Jair tothis
day, whichareintheland of Gilead.

5 And Jair died, and was
buriedin Camon.

6 Andaganthechildren of
Israel did evil intheeyesof Jeho-
vah, and served Baals and
Adhtaroths, thesamegodsof Syria,
the samegods of Zidon, the same
gods of Moab, the same gods of
the children of Ammon, the same
gods of the Palestinians, and | eft
Jehovah, and did not servehim.
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7  Andthenostrils of Jeho-
vah burned against Israel, and he
soldtheminto thehandsof the Pal-
estiniansand into the hands of the
childrenof Ammon,

8 Andshattered and crushed
thechildren of Israel to piecesthat
year- and for eighteen years- al
thechildren of Israel whowerein
theregion acrossJordanintheland
of theAmoriteswhichisin Gilead.

9 And the children of
Ammon crossed over Jordan also
to devour Judah, and Benjamin,
and the house of Ephraim, and Is-
rael wasexceedingly distressed.

10 Andthechildrenof Israel
criedto Jehovah, saying, Wehave
sinned against you, because we
have even left our God, and also
servedthe Baals.

11 And Jehovah said to the
children of Israel, Did | not save
you fromthe Egyptians, and from
the Amorites, from the children of
Ammon, andfromthePdedinians?

12 And the Sidonians, and
Amalek, and Maon have op-
pressed you, and you cried to me,
and | saved you out of their hand.

13 And you, you have for-
saken me, and served other gods,
therefore | did not save you any
more.

14 Walk, and cry tothegods
therewhereyou have chosen; let
them saveyou inyour timeof dis-
tress.

15 Andthechildrenof Israel
said to Jehovah, We have sinned,
youdotousadl thatisgoodinyour
eyes; only snatch usout thisday,
please.

JUDGES 11

16 Andtheyturnedaway from
the strange godsamong them, and
served Jehovah, and hissoul was
cut off by thewearisometoil of Is-
ragl.

17 And the children of
Ammon were called together, and
pitchedin Gilead. And thechildren
of |sragl assembled themsalvesto-
gether and pitchedin Mizpeh.

18 Andthepeople- theheads
of Gilead - said each man to his
neighbor, What manishewhowill
begin to devour the children of
Ammon?Heshall behead over al
theinhabitantsof Gilead.

CHAPTER 11

1 And Jephthah, the
Gileadite, wasamighty man of re-
sources, and he was the son of a
woman, aharlot, and Gilead begot
Jephthah.

2 And Gilead's wife bore
him sons; and the sonsof thewife
becamelarge, and drove Jephthah
out, and said to him, You shall not
inherit inthe house of our father,
becauseyou arethe son of another
woman.

3 AndJephthahfledfromthe
face of hisbrothers, and dwelt in
theland of Tob; and vanmenwere
picked up by Jephthah, and they
went out with him.

4  Andtherewasaday that
the children of Ammon devoured
Isradl.

5 Anditwas, that the chil-
dren of Ammon devoured I sradl,
andtheddersof Gilead walkedto
take Jephthah out of the land of
Tob;
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6 Andthey saidto Jephthah,
Walk, and you shall beto usfor a
commander, that we may devour
thechildren of Ammon.

7 And Jephthah said to the
eldersof Gilead, Did you not hate
me?Yes, you drove meout of the
house of my father. Why haveyou
come to me now when you are
oppressed?

8 Andtheeldersof Gilead
said to Jephthah, So weturn back
toyou now, that you may walk with
us, and devour the children of
Ammon, and be our head over all
theinhabitantsof Gilead.

9 AndJephthah said to the
elders of Gilead, If you turn me
back to devour the children of
Ammon, and Jehovah givesthem
before my face, shall | be your
head?

10 Andtheeldersof Gilead
sadto Jephthah, Jehovahistheone
who hearsbetween us, if wedo not
so according to your words.

11 AndJephthahwakedwith
theddersof Gilead, andthe people
put him head and commander over
them; and Jephthah spokeall his
words beforetheface of Jehovah
inMizpeh.

12 And Jephthah sent mes-
sengersto theking of thechildren
of Ammon, saying, What isit to
meand to you that you have come
to metodevour inmy land?

13 Andthekingof thechildren
of Ammon said to the messengers
of Jephthah, Because | srael took
my land when they came up out of
Egypt, from Arnon evento Jabbok
and to Jordan; and now turn back
the samein peace.
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14 And yet again Jephthah
sent messengersto theking of the
childrenof Ammon,

15 Andsadtohim, Thussays
Jephthah, Israel did not take the
land of Moab and the land of the
children of Ammon,

16 Becausewhenthey came
up out of Egypt, Israel walked
through the desert asfar astheRed
Sea, and cameto Kadesh;,

17 Andlsrad sentmessengers
to theking of Edom, saying, L et
mecrossover, please, through your
land, but the king of Edomwould
not hear attentively. Andasols-
ragl sent totheking of Moab, and
hewould not breathein agreement
with him, and Israel dwelt in
Kadesh.

18 Andhewakedthroughthe
desert, and circled around theland
of Edom, and the land of Moab,
and cameby thesunrisesideof the
land of Moab, and pitched on the
region across Arnon, and did not
comewithin the border of Moab,
because Arnon wasthe border of
Moab.

19 Andlsrad sentmessengers
to Sihon, king of the Amorites, the
king of Heshbon, and Isradl saidto
him, Let us cross over, please,
through your landinto my place.

20 AndShondidnottrustls-
ragl to crossover through hisbor-
der, and Sihon gathered all his
people together, and pitched in
Jahaz, and devoured I srael.

21 AndJehovah Godof Isradl
gave Sihonand all hispeopleinto
thehand of Israel, and they struck
them, and | srael possessed all the
land of the Amorites, theinhabit-
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antsof that land.

22 Andthey possessed dl the
borders of the Amorites from
Arnon even to Jabbok, and from
the desert evento the Jordan.

23 Andnow Jehovah God of
| srael has possessed the Amorites
from beforetheface of hispeople
|srael, and should you possessit?

24  What Chemosh, your god,
causesyou to possess, do you not
possess? And everywhere Jehovah
our God drivesout from beforeour
face, the same we possess.

25 Andnow areyouét al bet-
ter than Balak, the son of Zippor,
king of Moab? Contending, did he
contend against I sragl, or devour-
ing, did he devour them,

26 While Israel dwelt in
Heshbon and her daughters, andin
Aroer and her daughters, andinall
thecitiesthat are close at hand to
Arnon three hundred years, why
didyounot snatchthemaway within
that time?

27 Andl, | have not sinned
against you, but you do mewrong
to devour against me; Jehovah, the
one who judges, judge this day
between the children of Israel and
between the children of Ammon.

28 Andthekingof thechildren
of Ammondid not hear attentively
the words of Jephthah which he
senthim,

29 Andthe Spirit of Jehovah
was on Jephthah, and he crossed
over Gilead and Manasseh, and
crossed over Mizpeh of Gilead,
and from Mizpeh of Gilead he
crossed over to the children of
Ammon.

30 And Jephthah vowed a
vow to Jehovah, and said, If giv-
ing, yougivethechildrenof Ammon
into my hands,

31 Thenitshal be, that what-
ever comesout of thedoorsof my
houseto meet me, when | returnin
peacefromthechildren of Ammon,
shall be Jehovah's, and | will cause
it to ascend for aburnt offering.

32 And Jephthah crossed
over to thechildren of Ammonto
devour them, and Jehovah gave
theminto hishands.

33 And hestruck themfrom
Aroer, even until you come to
Minnith, twenty cities, andto the
meadow of thevineyards, avery
great blow. And the children of
Ammon bent the knee before the
faceof thechildren of Isradl.

34 And Jephthah came to
Mizpeh to hishouse, and behold,
hisdaughter came out to meet him
with tambourinesand with dances
- and sheonly, shealonewashis,
therewas no other son or daugh-
ter.

35 And it was when he saw
her, that he tore his clothes, and
said, Alas, my daughter! Bending
down my knees, you have caused
me to bend down my knees, and
you arethe onetroubling thewa-
ter, because | have opened my
mouth to Jehovah, and | cannot turn
back.

36 Andshesaidtohim, My
father, you have opened your mouth
to Jehovah; doto mewhatever has
goneout of your mouth, since Je-
hovah has done vengeancefor you
onthosewho hateyou, onthechil-
drenof Ammon.
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37 Andshesaidtoher father,
L et bedonefor methisword: dack
off from metwo new moons, that |
may walk up and down upon the
mountains, and weep over my vir-
ginity, | andmy femalecompanions.

38 Andhesad, Wak.Andhe
sent her away for two new moons,
and she walked with her female
companions, and wept over her vir-
ginity uponthemountains.

39 And it was at the end of
two new moonsthat shereturned
to her father, whodidto her hisvow
which he had vowed, and she had
known no man. Andit wasan en-
actmentinlsrad:

40 From days to days the
daughtersof |sragl walked to honor
the daughter of Jephthah, the
Gileadite, four daysinayear.

CHAPTER 12

1 Andthemen of Ephraim
were called together, and crossed
over northward, and said to
Jephthah, Why did you crossover
to devour the children of Ammon,
and did not call usto walk with
you?Wewill burnyour houseupon
youwithfire,

2  AndJephthahsadtothem,
| and my peoplewereat great con-
troversy with the children of
Ammon, and when | called you,
you did not save me out of their
hands.

3 Andwhen| saw that you
did not saveme, | put my soul in
my hand, and crossed over to the
children of Ammon, and Jehovah
gavetheminto my palm; and why
have you come up to methisday
to devour me?
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4  And Jephthah called to-
gether all the men of Gilead, and
devoured againgt Ephraim; andthe
men of Gilead struck Ephraim, be-
causethey said, You arefugitives
of Ephraim, Oh Gilead, inthemidst
of Ephraim, and in the midst of
Manassah.

5 And Gilead captured the
fordsof the Jordan before Ephraim;
and it was that the fugitives of
Ephraim said, Let mecrossover,
andthemen of Gilead saidtothem,
Youarean Ephramitel Andhesad,
No.

6 And they said to him,
Pleasesay, Shibboleth; andhesaid
Sibboleth, and was not ableto set
up hislipstosay it. And they seized
him, and slaughtered him at the
fords of Jordan; and therefell of
Ephraimforty-two thousand at that
time

7  And Jephthah judged Is-
rael six years. And Jephthah, the
Gileadite, died, and wasburiedin
thecitiesof Gilead.

8 And after him Ibzan of
Bethlehemjudged Isradl.

9 And there were to him
thirty sons; and he sent thirty
daughtersabroad, and thirty daugh-
ters came in from abroad for his
sons. And hejudged Israel seven
years.

10 Andlbzandied, and was
buried at Bethlehem.

11 And after him Elon, a
Zebulonite, judged Israel, and he
judged |sradl tenyears.

12 AndElon, theZebulonite,
died, andwashburiedin Aijaonin
theland of Zebulun.
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13 Andafter himAbdon, the
son of Hillel, aPirathonite, judged
|sradl.

14 And to him were forty
sons, and thirty sons of sons, who
rode on seventy donkey colts, and
hejudged Isradl eight years.

15 And Abdon, the son of
Hille, the Pirathonite, died, andwas
buried in Pirathon in the land of
Ephraim in the mount of the
Amaekites.

CHAPTER 13

1 Andaganthechildren of
Israel did evil inthe eyesof Jeho-
vah, and Jehovah gavetheminto
the hand of the Palestiniansforty
years.

2 Andtherewasoneman of
Zorah, of thefamily of the Danites,
and hisnamewasManoah, and his
wifewasbarren, and had not borne.

3 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah appeared to thewoman, and
said to her, Behold now, you are
barren, and have not borne; and
you shall conceive, and bear ason.

4 And now hedge yourself
about, please, and do not drink
wine nor hard liquor, and do not
egt anything unclean,

5 Because lo,youhavecon-
ceived, and arebearing ason; and
arazor shall not ascend upon his
head, becausethe child shall bea
Nazirite® to God from the womb,
andheshdl begintosavelsragl out
of thehand of the Palestinians.

6 Andthewomancameand
saidto her husband, saying, A man
of God came to me, and his ap-
pearancewaslikethe appearance

513:5 Nazirite, nazyr, separate, consecrated.

of the Messenger of God, exceed-
ingly awesome; and | did not ask
himfromwherehewas, and hedid
not cause his name to stand out
boldly tome;

7 Andhesadtome, Behold,
you have conceived, and are bear-
ing a son; and now do not drink
wineor hard liquor, and do not eat
anything unclean, becausethechild
shdl beaNaziriteto God fromthe
womb until theday of hisdeath.

8 And Manoah ignited a
prayer asincenseto Jehovah, and
said, Ohmy L ord, theman of God
whom you sent, let him come,
please, again to us, and makeflow
to uswhat we shall dotothechild
being born.

9 AndGodheardatentively
thevoiceof Manoah, andtheMes-
senger of God came again to the
woman asshesat inthefield, and
Manoah, her hushand, wasnot with
her.

10 Andthewomenflowedlike
liquid, and ran, and caused to stand
out boldly to her husband, and said
to him, Behold, the man has ap-
peared to mewho camethe other
day tome.

11 And Manoah rose, and
walked after hiswife, and cameto
theman, and said to him, Areyou
theman who spoketo thewoman?
Andhesaid, | am.

12 AndManoahsad, Now let
your words come. What shall be
thejudged decreefor thechildand
our action?

13 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah said to Manoah, let the
woman hedgeabout al that | said
to her.
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14 She shall not eat all that
comesfromthewinevine, and she
ghdll not drink wineor hard liquor;
and she shall not eat any unclean
thing; let her hedgeabout all that |
commanded her.

15 And Manoah said to the
Messenger of Jehovah, please, let
usdetainyou, and do ayoung she
goat beforeyour face.

16 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah said to Manoah, If you de-
tainme, | will not et of your food,
and if you do aburnt offering to
Jehovah, you shdll offer it; because
Manoah knew not by seeing that
he was the Messenger of Jeho-
vah.1t

16 13:16 Verse 16 is the only part of this
story that raises the question of whether or
not the person appearing to Manoah and his
wife is God or a messenger of God. All of the
rest of the verses in this story lead us to be-
lieve that the Messenger of Jehovah is God,
the same as in His appearance in Judges 2:1,
6:12 and the other places in the Bible. In
verse 16 the Messenger appears to insist that
the sacrifice cannot be offered to him, but to
Jehovah. But if you read the verse correctly,
understanding the context of Manoah's and
his wife's attitude you quickly see why the
Messenger of Jehovah said what He said. The
wife's attitude was that he was a man of God
who appeared to her, see 13:6,10. Manoah's
attitude was that this messenger was a prophet,
see 13:8,11. Manoah was willing to offer a
sacrifice to a prophet or a human being.
Manoah needed instruction that he was not
speaking with a human prophet, but with God
Himself, and that he must not offer sacrifice
to man, but to God alone. The Jamieson,
Fausset, and Brown Commentary on this pas-
sage says. “The stranger declined the intended
hospitality; and intimated that if the meat
were to be an offering, it must be presented to
the Lord. Manoah needed this instruction,
for the purpose was to offer the prepared
viands to Him, not as the Lord, but as what he
imagined Him to be, not even an angel (v.16),
but a prophet or merely a human messenger.
It was on this account, and not as rejecting
divine honours, that he spoke in this manner
to Manoah. The angel’s language was exactly
similar to that of our Lord, Matt. xix,17.”
The reason for God's instruction to Manoah
is found in the words, “because Manoah knew
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17 And Manoah said to the
Messenger of Jehovah, What is
your name? Because when your
wordscome, thenweshdl attribute
heavy honor to you?

18 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah said to him, Why this, you
ask about my name?ItisWonder-
ful? Issiah 9:6 a form of the word, miracle

19 AndManoahtook ayoung
shegoat and thefood offering, and
offeredit onastrong rock to Jeho-
vah; and hewasdoing wonderfully,
and Manoah and hiswife seeing.

20 And it was, asthe flame
wasascending from onthealtar to
the heavens, that the M essenger of
Jehovah ascended in the flame of
thedtar. And Manoahand hiswife
saw, and fell ontheir facesto the
earth.

21 AndtheMessenger of Je-
hovah no more appeared to
Manoah and to his wife. Then
Manoah knew by seeing that he
wasthe Messenger of Jehovah.

22 And Manoah said to his
wife, Dying, weshall die, because
we have seen God.

23 Andhiswifesadtohim, If
Jehovah were pleased to put usto
death, hewould not havereceived
from our handsaburnt offering and
afood offering, and would not have
caused us to see al these, and

not by seeing that he was the Messenger of
Jehovah.” Manoah did not previously know
that he was speaking to God. The Messenger
of Jehovah instructed Manoah that for Him
to receive the offering, Manoah must present
the offering to Him as Jehovah. In 13:20-23
Manoah and his wife received revelation
knowledge that they had seen God. So you
can see that this is an appearance of THE
Messenger of Jehovah to Manoah and his wife
as was His appearance to Hagar and all the
rest. See Gen 16:7.
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would not now have caused usto
attentively hear these.

24  Andthewomanboreason,
and called hisname Samson; and
the child becamelarge, and Jeho-
vahblessed him.

25 Andthe Spirit of Jehovah
beganto strike?® himinthe camp
of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.

2 13:25 And the Spirit of Jehovah be-
gan to strike him. The word strike is pa’am
meaning to tap, to beat regularly, to strike, as
striking an anvil - anvil is aform of this word,
as striking a bell - bell is a form of this word,
and to tread with the foot or feet as the feet
strike the ground in walking. Pa’am is used
because the Holy Spirit struck Samson with
great thrusts of spiritual and physical power
to destroy the enemies of Israel. Let us note
what the Bible has said of the Holy Spirit
from the beginning to this time:

(1) In creation the Spirit brooded with a
shaking or a push-pull movement to bring
everything into its proper form and place,
Gen 1:2; Dt 32:11; Jer 23:9. (2) It isin the
Spirit that God walks the earth looking for
us, Gen 3:8. (3) The Spirit regulates and
restrains man's tendency to sin, rebellion,
and violence, Gen 6:3. (4) Because of man's
sin the Spirit tares open the forces of na-
ture, and then moderates and subsides
them, Gen 7:11; 8:1. (5) The Spirit isin
believers to give wisdom for all of life, Gen
41:38. (6) The Spirit out of God's nostrils
destroys those who hate Him and His
people, and delivers His own, Ex 15:8,10. (7)
What God requires of us by His Word, His
Spirit supplies to us, Ex 28:3; 31:3; 35:31.
(8) The Holy Spirit is the righteous Spirit
of jealousy, just as an evil spirit of false
accusation is the evil spirit of jealousy, Num
5:14,30. (9) The Spirit is upon God's servants
to qualify and enable them to fulfill God's
call upon their lives, Num 11:17,25-26,31, as
well asin them, Num 27:18. (10) God's Spirit
gathers food for His children, Num 11:31.
(11) God's Spirit is WITH them who are af-
ter God to the full, Num 14:24. (12) The
Spirit is sometimes upon those who are a
mixture of the true religion and the pagan,
Num 24:2; Jdgs 11:29. (13) The Spirit will
fill you with wisdom through the laying on
of hands by the man of God, Dt 34:9. (14)
The Spirit clothes us in Himself when we
step out in faith for Him and His people, Jdgs
3:10; 6:34.

The Spirit began to strike Samson,
13:25. The Spirit at times pushed upon him,
and pushed him forward, and prospered
him 14:6,19; 15:14. You see how rich is the
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, even in
the first seven books of the Bible.

JUDGES 14

CHAPTER 14

1 AndSamsonwentdownto
Timnath, and saw a woman in
Timnath of the daughters of the
Pdedinians

2 And he came up, and
caused it to stand out boldly to his
father and hismother, and said, |
have seen awoman in Timnath of
the daughters of the Palestinians,
and now take her tomefor awife.

3 And his father and his
mother said to him, Istherenot a
woman among the daughters of
your brothers, and among all my
people, awoman so that you are
walking to take of the uncircum-
cised Palestinians? And Samson
said to hisfather, Take her for me
because sheisright tomy eyes.

4  And his father and his
mother did not know by seeing that
it was from Jehovah, because he
was searching out an opportunity
against the Palestinians, for at that
timethePdegtiniansruled over Is-
radl.

5  And Samsonwent down,
and hisfather and his mother, to
Timnath, andthey cametothevine-
yards of Timnath; and behold, a
young lion of thelionsroared en-
countering him.

6 Andthe Spirit of Jehovah
prospered upon him, and hetore
him ashewould havetornayoung
goat; and hedid not have aspeck
of anythinginhishand, and hedid
not cause what he had done to
stand out boldly to hisfather or his
mother.
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JUDGES 14
7  And he went down, and

spoke with the woman, and she

wasright intheeyes of Samson.

8 Andhereturned after days
totakeher, andturned asideto see
theruinof thelion, and behold, there
was an assembly of bees in the
body of thelion and honey.

9 Andhecrumbledit off in
hispams, and walked eating, and
walked to hisfather and mother,
and hegavetothem andthey ate,
and he did not cause to stand out
boldly to them that he had broken
off thehoney out of thebody of the
lion.

10 Andhisfather went down
to thewoman, and Samson made
thereafeast, because sotheyoung
mendid.

11 Anditwas whenthey saw
him that they took thirty compan-
ions, and they werewith him.

12 And Samsonsaidtothem,
Please let metieaknot to you, a
riddle; if causing it to stand out
boldly, you can cause it to stand
out boldly to meduring the seven
days of the feast, and causeit to
comeforth, thenl will giveyouthirty
shirtsand thirty changesof cloth-
Ing,
13 Andif youarenot ableto
causeit to stand out boldly to me,
thenyou shall givemethirty shirts
andthirty changesof clothing. And
they said to him, Tie the knot of
your riddle, andweshd| atentively
hear it.

14 And hesaidtothem, Out
of the eater cameforth food, and
out of the forceful came forth
sweetness. And for threedaysthey
were not ableto causetheriddle
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to stand out boldly.

15 Anditwasontheseventh
day, that they said to the wife of
Samson, Open up your husband
that he may cause to stand out
boldly toustheriddle, lest weburn
you and your father’shousewith
fire; have you called usto cause
Samson to possess us, No?

16 And Samson’swifewept
upon him, and said, You only hate
me, and do not love me; you have
tied theknot of your riddleto the
children of my people, and havenot
caused it to stand out boldly tome.
And hesaidto her, Behold, | have
not caused it to stand out boldly to
my father and my mother, and shall
| causeittostand out boldly toyou?

17 Andshewept on himthe
seven days, which werefor them
thefeadt, and it wasontheseventh
day that he caused it to stand out
boldly to her, because she pressed
on him; and she caused theriddle
to stand out boldly to the children
of her people.

18 Andthemenof thecity sad
to him on the seventh day before
the heat went, What issweseter than
honey? Andwhat ismoreforceful
thanalion? And hesaidtothem, If
you had not plowed withmy heifer,
you had not caused my riddle to
comeforth.

19 Andthe Spirit of Jehovah
prospered upon him, and hewent
down to Ashkelon, and struck
thirty men of them, and took their
spoil, and gave changes to them
who caused theriddleto stand out
boldly. And hisnostrilsburned, and
hewent up to hisfather’shouse.



Samson sends 300 jackals with fire through the grain of the Palestinians  JUDGES 15

20 And Samson's wife be-
came hisfriend’'swife, whom he
shepherded asclose.

CHAPTER 15

1 Anditwaséafter somedays
during the daysof wheat harvest,
and Samsonvisted hiswifewitha
young shegoat, and hesaid, | will
gointo my wife' sapartment; and
her father would not giveinfor him
togoin.

2 Andherfather said, Indeed
saying, | saidthat hating, you hated
her, and | gave her to your friend;
isnot her younger sister better than
she? Please |et her be instead of
her.

3 AndSamsonsaidtothem,
| shall bemoreclean at thisstroke
than the Palestinians, though | am
doingwiththemevil.

4 And Samsonwalked, and
captured three hundred jackals,
and took flaming torches, and
turnedtail totail, and put oneflam-
ing torch betweentwotails inthe
middle

5 And kindled fire on the
flaming torches, and sent them out
intothestalksof grain of thePaes-
tinians, and burnt from the stacks
of sheavesto the stalks of grain,
withthevineyardsand olives.

6 AndthePdestinianssaid,
Who hasdonethis? Andthey said,
Samson, the son in law of the
Timnite, because hetook hiswife,
and gaveher to hisfriend. And the
Pd edtinianscameup, and burnt her
and her father withfire.

7  AndSamsonsaidtothem,
Though you havedonethis, yet |
will beavenged onyou, and after-

ward | will cease.

8 Andhestruck themhipon
thigh a great blow, and he went
down, and dwelt in the fissure of
thelofty rock, Etam.

9 AndthePdegtinianswent
up, and pitched in Judah, and thrust
outinLehi.

10 Andthemenof Judahsad,
Why areyou come up against us?
Andthey said, We have come up
to bind Samson, to do to himwhat
hehasdonetous.

11 Andthreethousand menof
Judah went down to thefissure of
the lofty rock, Etam, and said to
Samson, Do you not know by see-
ing that the Palestiniansareruling
over us?What isthisyou havedone
tous? And he said to them, What
they did to me, so | have doneto
them.

12 Andthey saidtohim, We
have come down to bind you, to
giveyouinto the handsof the Pal-
estinians. And Samson said to
them, Swear tomethat youwill not
Impingeupon meyourselves.

13 Andthey saidto him, say-
ing, No, but binding wewill bind
you, and giveyou into their hand,
but killing, wewill not kill you. And
they bound him with two new
ropes, and brought him up out of
thelofty rock.

14 AndhecameasfarasLehi,
and the Pal estinians shouted en-
countering him; and the Spirit of
Jehovah prospered upon him, and
the ropes that were on his arms
became as flax which was burnt
withfire, and hisbondsmeted from
off hishands.
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JUDGES 16 Samson kills 1,000 Palestinians with the jawbone of a donkey; meets Delilah

15 Andhefoundafreshjaw-
bone of a male donkey, and sent
out hishand and took it, and struck
athousand menwithit

16 AndSamsonsad, Withthe
jawbone of adonkey, heaps upon
heaps, with thejawbone of adon-
key, | have struck athousand men.

17 And it was, he ended
speaking, and hethrew away the
jawboneout of hishand, and called
that place the Height of a Jaw-
bone.t”

18 And hewas exceedingly
thirsty, and called to Jehovah, and
said, You havegiventhisgreat de-
liverance by the hand of your ser-
vant, and now shall | dieof thirst,
andfall into the hand of theuncir-
cumcised?

19 And God broke open the
hollow placethat wasin the jaw-
bone, and water cameout of it, and
he drank; hisspirit returned, and
herevived, uponwhich hecalled
itsname, Fountain of One Calling,
whichisinLehi tothisday.

20 Andhejudgedisrad inthe
days of the Palestinians twenty
years.

CHAPTER 16

1 And Samson walked to
Gaza, and saw thereawoman, a
harlot, and went into her.

2 TheGazitesweresaying,
Samson hascome here. And they
surrounded him, and weaved aplot
for himall night in the gate of the
city, and devised al night, saying,
Until thelight of thedawn, thenwe
shdl kill him.

17.15:17 Ramath-Lehi
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3 AndSamsonlay downuntil
themiddleof thenight, and herose
a themiddleof thenight, and seized
the doors of the gate of the city,
and thetwo posts, and pulled them
up, with the bar, and put it on his
shoulders, and ascended to the
head of the mountain that isabove
theface of Hebron.

4  Anditwasafterward, that
heloved awoman by the stream of
Sorek, and her namewasDelilah.

5 Andtheleadersof thePal-
estinianscameup to her, and said
to her, Make him open and see
whereishisgreat power, and how
we can prevail over him that we
may bind himto look down upon
himwithharshness andwewill give
toyou, each man, athousand and
onehundred of slver.

6 And Delilah said to
Samson, Please causeto stand out
boldly to mewhereisyour great
power, and how you can be bound
for ustolook down upon youwith
harshness.

7 AndSamsonsaidtoher, If
they bind mewith seven fresh left
over pieces which were never
dried, then | shall bewornweak,
and be asone man.

8 Andtheleadersof thePdl-
estinians brought up to her seven
freshleft over pieceswhich had not
beendried, and shebound himwith
them.

9  Andthe ambush was sit-
ting for her inthe apartment. And
shesadtohim, ThePdediniansare
uponyou, Samson! And hetoreoff
theleft over pieceslikeathread of



Delilab pleads with Samson to tell her the secret of his strength; Samson captured  JUDGES 16

towistorninitssmellingfire. And
his power was not known by see-
ing.
10 And Delilah said to
Samson, Behold, you have de-
ceived me, and spoken liestome;
thistime causeto stand out boldly
to me, please, how you can be
bound.

11 Andhesaidtoher, If bind-
ing, they bind mewith new thick
ropes that have not done work,
then | shall beworn weak, and be
asoneman.

12 AndDdilahtook new thick
ropes, and bound him with them,
and said to him, The Palestinians
are upon you, Samson! And the
ambushwassttinginthegpartment.
And hetorethem off from hisarms
likeathread.

13 And Delilah said to
Samson, Until now you have de-
celved me, and spokentomelies,
causeto stand out boldly tomehow
you may bebound. And hesaidto
her, If youweavethe seven braids
of my head with aweb.

14 Andshefagteneditwiththe
pin, and said to him, The Palestin-
lansare upon you, Samson! And
he awoke out of his sleep, and
pulled up the pin, theloom, and the
web

15 Andshesaidtohim, How
canyousay, | loveyou, whenyour
heart isnot with me?You have de-
ceived methesethree strokes, and
have not caused to stand out boldly
to mewhereisyour great power.

16 And it was, because she
pressed him all the dayswith her
words, and pressed upon him, and

hissoul wascut off todie;

17 Andhecausedto stand out
boldly to her al hisheart, and said
to her, A razor has not ascended
upon my head, because | am a
Naziriteto God from thewomb of
my mother; if | were shaved, my
power would turn off fromme, and
I would bewornweak, and belike
al men. Num6:1-21

18 And Delilah saw that he
had caused to stand out boldly to
her al hisheart, and she sent and
caledfor theleadersof the Pales-
tinians, saying, Comeupthisstroke,
because he has caused to stand out
boldly tomeall hisheart. Andthe
leaders of the Palestinians as-
cended to her, and they ascended
withslverintheir hand.

19 And she made him sleep
upon her knees, and shecalled for
aman, and shecaused himto shave
off the seven braidsfrom hishead,
and she begantolook down upon
him with harshness, and hispower
wasturned off from him.

20 Andshesaid, ThePales
tiniansareuponyou, Samson! And
heawokeout of hisdeep, and sad,
| will go out asstroke by stroke,°
and shake mysdlf. And hedid not
know by seeing that Jehovah had
turned off from him.

21 AndthePdeginianssaized
him, and bored out his eyes, and
brought him down to Gaza, and
bound himwith fettersof bronze,
and hewasgrindinginthehouseof
those bound.

20 16:20 as stroke by stroke, pa’'am
pa’am, meaning, as | did at the other strokes,
or times. shake myself, as a horse or other
animals when they first awake to loosen their

muscles.
45



JUDGES 17 Samson demolishes the temple of Dagon and slays more in his death than in his life

22 And the hair of his head
began to grow since he had been
shaved.

23 Andtheleadersof thePd-
estiniansgathered together to sac-
rifice agreat sacrifice to Dagon,
their god, and torgjoice; and they
said, Our god has given Samson,
theonehating us, into our hand.

24 Andthe people saw him,
and boasted in their god, because
they said, Our god hasgiven him
who hated usinto our hands, and
thedestroyer of our land who pol-
luted many of us.

25 Anditwas, tha ther hearts
felt good, and they said, Call
Samson, that he may cause usto
laugh. Andthey called Samson out
of the house of those bound, and
hemadethemlaugh; and they stood
him between the columns,

26 And Samson said to the
young man who held him by the
hand, Place me, and | will touch
thecolumnsonwhichthehouseis
setup, and | will support myslf by
them.

27 Andthehousewasfull of
men and women, and al thelead-
ersof the Palestinianswerethere;
and upon theroof therewere about
three thousand men and women,
who saw while Samson madethem
laugh.
28 And Samsoncalledto Je-
hovah, and said, Oh Lord Jehovah,
remember me, please, and
strengthen me, please, only this
stroke. Oh God, let mebe avenged
one vengeance for my two eyes
uponthePalestinians.
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29 And Samson bent himsdlf
to thetwo columnsof themiddle
uponwhich the housewaserected,
andonwhichitwashed, onewith
hisright hand, and onewith hisleft.

30 AndSamsonsaid, Let my
soul diewiththePalestinians. And
he stretched out with his power,
and the housefell ontheleaders,
and on all the peoplewhowerein
it. And the dead whom he caused
todieat hisdeath were morethan
themwhom hecausedtodieinhis
life

31 Andhisbrothersanddl the
houseof hisfather camedown, and
lifted him up, and brought himup,
and buried him between Zorah and
Eshtaol in the sepulcher of
Manoah, hisfather. And hejudged
|srael twenty years.

CHAPTER 17

1 And there was a man of
Mount Ephraim, and hisnamewas
Micah.

2 Andhesadtohismother,
Thethousand and one hundred of
silver that were taken from you,
and you cursed and spokeevenin
my ears, behold, thesilver iswith
me; | took it. And hismother said,
You are blessed by Jehovah, my
son.

3 Andheturnedback theone
thousand and one hundred of sil-
ver to hismother, and hismother
said, Sanctifying, | had sanctified
thesilver to Jehovahfrommy hand
for my sontomakeagravenimage
and amoltenimage, and now | will
turnit back to you.



An Ephraimite, Micah, makes images and obtains a Levite; the Danites expand  JUDGES 18

4 Andheturned back thesl-
ver to hismother, and hismother
took two hundred of silver, and
gave them to the founder, who
made of it agraven image and a
moltenimage, andthey wereinthe
house of Micah.

5 AndthemanMicahhada
house of God, and made an ephod
andfamily hedlingimeges andfilled
the hand of one of his sonswho
became hispriest. Gens1:19

6 And in those days there
wasnokinginlsrad; eechmandid
rightinhiseyes.

7  Andtherewasayoungman
out of Bethlehem Judah of thefam-
ily of Judah; hewasal evite, and
helodged there.

8 And the man walked out
of thecity from Bethlehem Judah
to turn aside wherever he could
find, and he came to Mount
Ephraim to the house of Micahto
makehisway.

9 And Micah said to him,
From where do you come? And
he said to him, | am a Levite of
Bethlehem Judah, and | walk to
lodgewherever | may find.

10 And Micah said to him,
Dwell withme, and betomeafa
ther andapriest, and | will giveyou
ten of silver for the days, and a
wardrobeof clothing, and your sus-
tenance for life. And the Levite
wakedin.

11 AndtheLeviteyieldedto
dwell with theman, and theyoung
manwasto himasoneof hissons.

12 AndMicahfilled the hand
of the Levite, and theyoung man
washispriest, and wasinthehouse
of Micah.

13 And Micah said, Now |
know by seeing that Jehovah will
be good to me, becausethereisto
metheLevitefor apriest.

CHAPTER 18

1 Inthosedaystherewasno
kinginlsrad, andinthosedaysthe
tribe of the Daniteswas searching
for themselves an inheritance to
dwell in, becauseto that day their
inheritance had not fallen to them
inthemidst of thetribesof Isradl.

2 And the children of Dan
sent of their family fivemenfrom
their borders, men, sons of re-
sources, from Zorah and from
Eshtaol, towalk in spying out the
land, andto searchit; andthey said
tothem, Walk, search theland; and
they cameto Mount Ephraim, to
the house of Micah, and lodged
there,

3  They werenear thehouse
of Micah, and they recognized the
voiceof theyoung man, theL evite,
andthey turnedinthere, and said
to him, Who caused you to come
here, and what do you do in this
place, and what isto you here?

4  Andhesaidtothem, This
and that Micah doeswith me, and
hashired me, and | am hispriest.

5 Andthey saidtohim, Ask
counsel, please, of God, that we
may know by seeing if our way
whichwewalk shall prosper.

6 Andtheprietsadtothem,
Walk inpeace; your way whereyou
walk isinfront of Jehovah.

7 Andthefivemenwalked,
and came to Laish, and saw the
people who were in the midst,
dwelling, trusting, judged by the
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JUDGES 18
Zidonians, at rest and trusting; and
therewasnonetoreproachthema
word in occupying them with re-
straint; and they were far away
fromtheZidonians, andawordwas
not to themwith any man.

8 And they came to their
brothersat Zorah and Eshtaol, and
their brothers said to them, What
areyoudoing?

9 Andtheysad, Riseup,ad
we will ascend up against them,
becausewehave seentheland, and
behold, itisvery good; andwill you
keep silence? Do not bedothful to
walk to gointo possesstheland.

10 Going, you shall goto a
trusting people, andto aland broad
on both hands, because God has
given it into your hands, aplace
wherethereisno want of any word
thatisintheearth.

11 Andsomeof thefamily of
the Danitespulled up fromthereout
of Zorah and out of Eshtaol, six
hundred men girded with imple-
mentsof war.

12 And they went up, and
pitchedinKirjath J& arim, in Judah;
justly so they called that place
Camp of Dantothisday; behold,
itisbehindKirjath-Je arim.

13 And they crossed over
thereto Mount Ephraim, and came
tothehouse of Micah.

14 And the five men an-
swered, those who walked to spy
out theland of Laish, and said to
their brothers, Did you know by
seeing that thereisin these houses
an ephod, and family healing im-
ages, and agraven image, and a
moltenimage? And now you know
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The Danites take the images and the Levite from Micab

by seeing what you haveto do.

15 Andthey turnedinthere,
and cameto thehouse of theyoung
man, the Levite, the house of
Micah, and inquired of him of
peace.

16 Andthesix hundred men
girdedwiththeirimplementsof war,
were stationed by the entrance of
the gate, who were of thechildren
of Dan.

17 Andthefivemenwent up,
those who walked to spy out the
land, they camein there, and took
the graven image, and the ephod,
andthefamily healingimages, and
the molten image; and the priest
wasstationed at the entrance of the
gate, and thesix hundred menwho
were girded with implements of
war.

18 And these came into the
house of Micah, and took the
graven image, theephod, and the
family healingimages, andthemol-
tenimage. And the priest said to
them, What areyou doing?

19 Andthey saidtohim, Be
silent; put your hand over your
mouth, and walk with us, and beto
usafather and apriest; isit better
for youto beapriest for thehouse
of oneman, or for youto beapriest
for atribeand afamily inlsrael?

20 And it was good to the
heart of the priest, and hetook the
ephod, and thefamily healingim-
ages, and the graven image, and
went into themidst of the people.

21 Andthey faced about, and
walked, and put thelittleones, and
thelivestock, andtheweighty valu-
ablesbeforetheir face.



The Danites take the images and the Levite from Micab; the story of a Levite  JUDGES 19

22 They hadwidenedthedis
tancefromthehouseof Micah, and
the men who were in the houses
which were near to the house of
Micah had been called together,
and overtook the children of Dan.

23 Andthey cdledtothechil-
dren of Dan. Andthey turned about
their faces, and said to Micah,
What isittoyouthat you havebeen
caledtogether?

24 And he said, You have
taken my godswhich | made, and
the priest, and you have walked;
andwhat islefttome! What isthis
you say tome, What isit toyou?

25 And the children of Dan
said to him, Do not let your voice
be heard among us, lest we, men
bitter of soul, impinge uponyou,
and you removeyour soul withthe
soulsof your house.

26 And the children of Dan
walked their way, and Micah saw
that they were stronger than he, and
he faced about, and turned back
to hishouse.

27 Andthey took what Micah
had made, and the priest who was
to him, and came against Laish,
against apeopleat rest, and trust-
ing, and they struck themwith the
mouth of the sword, and burnt the
city withfire,

28 And there was no one to
snatch them out, becauseit wasfar
from Zidon, and therewasnoword
tothemwith any other humans, and
itwasinthevalley that isby Beth
Rechob. And they built acity, and
dwdltinit,

29 Andcdledthenameof the
city Dan, after the name of Dan,
their father, whowasbornto Is-

rael; however thename of thecity
wasLashfirs.

30 And the children of Dan
raised upfor themsdavesthegraven
image, and Jonathan, the son of
Gershom, theson of Moses, heand
hissonswere priestsfor thetribe
of Dan until theday of the naked-
nessof theland.

31 And they put for them-
selvesthegravenimage of Micah,
whichhehad mede, dl thedaysthet
thehouse of God wasin Shiloh.

CHAPTER 19

1 Anditwasinthosedays,
whentherewasnokinginlsradl,
that there was a man, a Levite,
lodging on the backs de of Mount
Ephraim, and hetook to himself a
wife, aconcubine, out of Bethlehem
Judah.

2 And his concubine com-
mitted adultery against him, and
walked from him to the house of
her father to Bethlehem Judah, and
wastherefour new moonsof days.

3 Andher husband rose up,
and walked after her, to speak to
her heart, and to turn her back, his
servant withhimand apair of don-
keys, and shebrought himintothe
house of her father; and thefather
of theyoung woman saw him, and
hewasglad to meet him.

4  Andhisfather inlaw, the
father of the young woman, de-
tained him, and he dwelt with him
threedays, andthey ate, and drank,
and lodged there.

5 Andit wason thefourth
day, that they started early inthe
dawn, and herose up towalk; and
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JUDGES 19 Thestory of a Levite and his concubine spending the night in Gibeah of Benjamin

thefather of theyoungwoman said
tohissoninlaw, Refreshyour heart
with amorsel of food, and after-
wardwalk on.

6 Andthey sat and ate, the
two of them together, and drank,
because the father of the young
woman had saidtotheman, Yield
assent, please, and stay the night,
and let your heart bewell.

7 And the man rose up to
walk, and hisfather inlaw urged
him; and heturned back, and lodged
there.

8 Andheroseearly inthe
dawn on thefifth day towalk on,
andthefather of theyoungwoman
said, Refresh your heart, please.
Andthey tarried until theday was
stretching away, and they ate, the
two of them.

9 And the man rose up to
walk on, he, and hisconcubine, and
hisservant, and hisfather inlaw,
thefather of theyoungwoman, said
to him, Behold, please, theday has
slackened toward dusk; please,
stay the night; behold, theday is
declining, stay the night here, and
makeyour heart well; andriseearly
tomorrow for your way, and walk
ontoyour tent.

10 And the man would not
breathein agreement withhimto
stay the night, and herose up and
walked on, and came asfar asin
front of Jebus, thatisJerusalem, and
ateam of donkeysboundwithhim,
and hisconcubinewith him.

11 Andthey were by Jebus,
and the day wasvery treaded out;
and the servant said to hismaster,
Walk, please, and et usturnininto
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thiscity of the Jebusites, and lodge
init.

12 Andhismagter saidtohim,
Wewill not turnasidehereintothe
city of astranger that isnot of the
childrenof Isradl; wewill crossover
asfar asGibeah.

13 Andhesaidtohisservant,
Walk, and let usdraw near to one
of these placestolodgein Gibeah
or in Ramah.

14 Andthey crossed over and
walked, and the sun went down
upon them by Gibeah, whichisto
Benjamin.

15 Andtheyturnedasdethere
to gointo lodge in Gibeah, and
whenhewent in, hesat downina
wideavenueof thecity; yet there
washo manwho recaived theminto
hishouseto lodge.

16 Andbehold, therecamean
old man from hiswork out of the
field at dusk, and the man was of
Mount Ephraim, and helodgedin
Gibeah, but the men of the place
were Benjamites.

17 Andhelifted up hiseyes,
and saw atravelingmaninthewide
avenueof thecity, and theold man
sad, Towhereareyouwaking, and
fromwheredo you come?

18 Andhesadtohim,Weare
crossingover from Bethlehem dudah
tothebacksdeof Mount Ephraim;
| amfromthere; and | anwalking
to Bethlehem Judah, and | am now
walking to the house of Jehovah,
and no man receives meinto the
house.

19 And there is both straw
and fodder for our donkeys; and
thereisbread andwinedsofor me,
and for your maidservant, and for
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the young man who iswith your
servants, there is no lack of any
word.

20 And the old man said,
Peaceto you; merely let al your
wants be upon me; only do not
lodgeinthewideavenue.

21 Andhebroughthimintohis
house, and mixed feed to thedon-
keys, and they washed their feet,
and ate, and drank.

22 They were making their
heartswell, and behold, themen of
thecity, men of sonsof worthless-
ness, surrounded the house, and
pressed severely on the door, and
said to the old man, the master of
thehouse, saying, Bring out theman
who cameinto your house, that we
may know him.

23 Andtheman, themaster of
the house, went out to them, and
said to them, No, my brothers,
please, donot doevil, after that this
man has comeinto my house; do
not do thisfoolishness.

24 Behold, pleaselet mebring
out my daughter, avirgin, and his
concubine, and you look down
upon themwith harshness, and do
tothemwhat isgood inyour eyes,
but do not thismoraly wicked word
tothisman.

25 And the men would not
breathein agreement with himto
hear him attentively, and the man
seized hisconcubine, and brought
her out to them; and they knew her,
and abused her dl thenight until the
dawn; and in the ascending of the
dawnthey sent her away.

26 And the woman came at
thefacing of thedawn, and fell at
the door of the house of the man,

therewhere her master was, until
thelight.

27 Andher master roseinthe
dawn, and opened the doors of the
house, and went out towak onhis
way; and behold, thewoman, his
concubine, had fallen at the door
of thehouse, and her handsonthe
threshold.

28 And hesadto her, Risg,
and wewak, and none answered.
And he took her on the donkey,
and the man rose up, and walked
tohisplace.

29 And he came into his
house, and took aknife, and sei zed
his concubine, and dismembered
her with her bones, intotwelvefrag-
ments, and sent her into dl thebor-
dersof Isradl.

30 Anditwasso, dl whosaw
it said, There was not, and there
wasnot seen likethisfromtheday
the children of Isragl cameup out
of theland of Egypt until thisday;
put yourselvesonit; consult, and
Spesak.

CHAPTER 20

1 Andadlthechildrenof Is-
rael went out, and the congrega-
tion was gathered together asone
man from Dan evento Beer Sheba
and theland of Gilead to Jehovah
inMizpeh.

2  Andthechieftainsof dl the
people, of al thetribesof Isragl,
dtationed themsdlvesinthe assem-
bly of the peopleof God, four hun-
dred thousand footmen drawing
sword.

3 Andthechildrenof Ben-
jaminheard attentively that thechil-
dren of Israel ascended to Mizpeh.
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And the children of Isragl said,
Speak! How did thisevil cometo
be?

4  Andthemananswered, the
Levite, the husband of thewoman
who was brutally murdered, and
said, | cameinto Gibeah that isto
Benjamin, | and my concubine, to
lodge.

5 Andthelords of Gibeah
rose against me, and surrounded
the house againgt meby night, and
likened todrikemefataly; andthey
looked down upon my concubine
with harshness, and sheisdead.

6 And| seized my concu-
bine, and dismembered her, and
sent her throughout al thefield of
theinheritance of Israel, because
they have donean evil schemeand
foolishnessinlsrad.

7 Behald,youaredl children
of Israel; give hereyour word and
counsd.

8 Andall thepeopleroseas
oneman, saying, Not aman of us
shdl wak to histent, and not aman
of uswill turn asideto hishouse.

9 Andnow thisistheword
whichwewill doagaing Gibesh by
lat;

10 Andweshdl taketenmen
of a hundred throughout all the
tribesof Israel, and ahundred out
of athousand, and athousand out
of ten thousand, to take food for
the peopl e, that they may dowhen
they cometo Gibesah of Benjamin,
accordingtodl thefoolishnessthat
they havedonein|sradl.

11 Andall themen of Israel
were gathered to the city, associ-
ated asone man.
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12 Andthetribesof |Isradl sent
men to all thetribe of Benjamin,
saying, What evil isthiswhich has
cometo beamong you?

13 Andnow giveusthemen,
thechildren of worthlessness, which
arein Gibesh, andwewill put them
todeath, andburnout evil fromls-
rael. And thechildren of Benjamin
would not breathe in agreement
with them to attentively hear the
voiceof ther brothers, thechildren
of lsradl;

14 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamingathered themsel vestogether
out of the citiesto Gibeah, to go
out to battle with the children of
lsradl.

15 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamin were visited at that time
twenty-sx thousand men out of the
citieswho drew sword, separate
from seven hundred chosen men of
theinhabitantsof Gibeahwhowere
vigted.

16 Amongadl thispeoplethere
were seven hundred chosen men
impeded in theright hand; all of
these could sling stonesat ahair,
and not miss.

17 And the men of Israel,
separatefrom Benjamin, werevis-
ited four hundred thousand men
who drew sword; each of thesewas
aman of war.

18 Andthechildrenof Israel
rose, and went up to the house of
God, and asked counsel of God,
and said, Which of usshall go up
at the opening of the battle against
thechildren of Benjamin? And Je-
hovah said, Judah at the opening.
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19 Andthechildrenof Israel
rose in the dawn, and pitched
againgt Gibeah.

20 Andthemenof Isragl went
out to battleagainst Benjamin, and
themen of Israel arranged them-
selves to fight against them at
Gibesh.

21 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamin cameout of Gibeah, and de-
stroyed of Isragl totheground that
day twenty-two thousand men.

22 And the people, the men
of Israel, seized strength, and ar-
rangedtheir battleagainintheplace
therewherethey arranged them-
selvesthefirst day.

23 Andthechildrenof Israel
went up and wept beforetheface
of Jehovah until dusk, and asked
counse of Jehovah, saying, Shal |
comenear againto battlewiththe
children of Benjamin my brother?
And Jehovah said, Go up against
him.

24 Andthechildrenof Israel
drew near to the children of Ben-
jaminthe second day.

25 And Benjamin went out
encountering them out of Gibeah
the second day, and destroyed to
theground of thechildren of Israel
again eighteen thousand men; all
thesedrew the sword.

26 Andall thechildrenof Is-
rael, even al the people, went up,
and cameto thehouse of God, and
wept, and sat there beforetheface
of Jehovah, and fasted that day
until the dusk, and caused to as-
cend burnt offeringsand peace of -
feringsbeforetheface of Jehovah.
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27 Andthechildrenof Isragl
asked of Jehovah, and the ark of
the covenant of God wastherein
thosedays,

28 And Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood
beforeitsfaceinthose days- say-
ing, Shdll | yet againgo out to baitle
withthechildren of Benjamin, my
brother, or shall | cease? And Je-
hovah said, Go up, becausetomor-
row | will givethemintoyour hand.

29 Andlsrad put thoselying
in ambush against Gibeah all
around.

30 Andthechildrenof Isragl
went uptothechildrenof Benjamin
on the third day, and arranged
themselves near Gibeah asstroke
by stroke.

31 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamin went out encountering the
people, and were drawn away
from the city; and they began to
srikethepeople, and pollutethem,
strokeby stroke, inthe highways,
of which onegoesup to the house
of God and one to Gibeah in the
field, about thirty menof Isradl.

32 Andthechildren of Ben-
jaminsaid, They arestruck before
our face as at first. And the chil-
drenof Isradl said, Let usflee, and
draw themfromthecity tothehigh-
ways.

33 Andall themen of Israel
rose up out of their place, and ar-
ranged themsalvesat Badl-Tamar;
and the ambush of Israel gushed
forth out of their places, out of the
naked plainsof Gibeah.
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34 Andtenthousand chosen
men came opposite Gibeah out of
al Isradl, and the battlewasheavy,
and they did not know by seeing
that evil wastouching them.

35 AndJehovah struck Ben-
jamin beforethefaceof Isragl, and
thechildren of Israel destroyed of
the Benjamitesthat day twenty-five
thousand, one hundred men,; all
thesedrew the sword.

36 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamin saw that they were struck,
andthemen of Israel gaveplaceto
the Benjamites, because they
trusted in the ambush which they
had put near Gibeah.

37 Andtheambush hurried,
and spread out toward Gibeah; and
the ambush drew out, and struck
all the city with the mouth of the
sword.

38 And there was an ap-
pointed meeting to the men of Is-
rael with the ambush, to make a
great going up of rising smokeout
of thecity.

39 And the men of Israel
turned about inthe battle, and Ben-
jamin beganto gtrike, polluting the
men of Israel, about thirty men,
because they said, Being struck,
they arestruck beforeour face as
inthefirst bettle.

40 Andtherising column of
smoke began to go up out of the
city, and the Benjamitesfaced about
to therear, and behold, thewhole
city ascended up to the heavens.

41 And the men of Israel
turned about, and the men of Ben-
jamintrembled, becausethey saw
that evil had touched upon them.

454

All Israel finally slaughter all of Benjamin except 600 men

42 Andthey faced about be-
forethe face of the men of Israel
toward theway of the desert, and
thebattle overtook them; and those
whowerefromthecitieswerede-
groyingthemintheir midst.

43 They enclosed the
Benjamites, and ran after them, and
trod them down with easeasfar as
infront of Gibeah at therising of
thesun.

44 And eighteen thousand
menof Benjaminfdl; al thesewere
men of resources.

45 Andthey faced about and
fled to the desert to thelofty rock
of Rimmon, and they gleaned of
theminthehighwaysfivethousand
men; and reached after them asfar
as Gidom, and struck fatally two
thousand men of them.

46 Anddlwhoféel that day of
Benjamin weretwenty-five thou-
sand menwho drew the sword; all
these men of resources.

47 Andsxhundred menfaced
about, and fled to the desert to the
lofty rock, Rimmon, and sat down
in the lofty rock, Rimmon, four
months.

48 And the men of Israel
turned back again uponthechildren
of Benjamin, and smotethemwith
the mouth of thesword, aswell as
thewholeof every city, aswell as
theanimds, andd| that existed; dso
all thecitiesthat werefound they
sentup by fire.
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CHAPTER 21

1 Andthemenof Israel had
swvorninMizpeh, saying, Notaman
of usshdl givehisdaughter toBen-
jaminforawife.

2 And the people came to
thehouseof God, and sat thereuntil
dusk before the face of God, and
lifted up their voices, and wept a
great weeping;

3 Andsad, OhJehovah God
of Isradl, why isthiscometobein
Isradl, tovisttoday fromIsrael one
tribe?

4  Anditwasonthenext day,
that the peopleloaded up early, and
built therean dtar, and caused burnt
offerings and peace offeringsto
ascend.

5 Andthechildrenof Israel
said, Who among all thetribes of
Israel did not come up with the
congregation to Jehovah?Because
therewasagreat oath concerning
him who did not come up to Jeho-
vahto Mizpeh, saying, Dying, he
shdl die.

6 Andthechildrenof Israel
comforted themselves for Ben-
jamin, their brother, and said, There
isonebranch cut downfromIsrael
thisday.

7  What shdl wedofor wives
forthemwhoremain? Andwehave
sworn by Jehovah that wewill not
give them of our daughters for
wives?

8 Andthey said, What one
of thetribesof Israel who did not
come up to Mizpeh to Jehovah?
And behold, not aman cametothe
camp from Jabesh Gilead to the
assembly.

9 Andthepeoplewerevis-
ited, and behold, not a man was
there of theinhabitants of Jabesh
Gilead.

10 Andthecongregation sent
theretwelvethousand men, sonsof
resources, and commanded them,
saying, Walk and striketheinhab-
itants of Jabesh Gilead with the
mouth of the sword, with the
women and the children.

11 Andthisisthewordwhich
you shall do; you shall devoteto
destruction every male, and every
woman who has known aman by
being in bed withamale.

12 Andtherewasamongthe
inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead four
hundred young women, virgins,
who had not known aman by be-
ing in bed with amale; and they
brought themtothecampat Shiloh,
whichisintheland of Canaan.

13 Andthewholecongrega
tion sent and spoketo thechildren
of Benjaminwho wereinthelofty
rock, Rimmon, and to call out
peaceto them.

14 AndBenjaminturned back
at that time, and they gave them
wiveswhich they had saved dive
of the women of Jabesh Gilead,
and yet so they were not enough
for them.

15 Andthe peoplecomforted
themsavesfor Benjamin, because
Jehovah had made abreak inthe
tribesof Isradl.

16 And the elders of the as-
sembly said, What shall wedofor
wives for them who remain, be-
causethewomen are desolated out
of Benjamin?
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17 Andthey sad, Theremust
be apossession for the survivors
of Benjamin, so that atribeisnot
rubbed out of Isradl.

18 Andwearenctadletogive
them wivesof our daughters, be-
cause the children of Israel have
sworn, saying, Cursed ishewho
givesawifetoBenjamin.

19 And they said, Behold,
thereisafestiva to Jehovah from
daystodaysin Shilohnwhichison
thenorthsdeof Bethel, towardthe
rising of the sun by the highway
which goes up from Bethel to
Shechem, and on the south of
Lebonah.

20 Andthey commandedthe
children of Benjamin, saying, Walk
andlieinwaitinthevineyards,

21 Andsee andbehold, when
the daughters of Shiloh come out
totwist around in dances, thenyou
comeout of thevineyards, and ev-
ery man caich hiswifeof thedaugh-
tersof Shiloh, andwalk totheland
of Benjamin.

22 Anditshdl be whentheir
fathers, or their brotherscometo
usto contend, that we will say to
them, Stoop downingracetothem,
because we did not take for each
man hiswifeinwar; becauseif you
didnot givetothemat thistimeyou
would beguilty.

23 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamindid so, and lifted wives, ac-
cording to their number, of them
who twisted around, whom they
plucked off, and they walked, and
returned to their inheritance, and
built thecities, and dwelt in them.
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24 Andthechildrenof Israel
walked from thereat that time, ev-
ery manto histribe, andtohisfam-
ily, and every man went out from
thereto hisinheritance.

25 Inthosedaystherewasno
kinginlsragl; every mandidright
inhiseyes.



