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FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL 1SAMUEL 1

Elkanab and Hannah go fo Shiloh to sacrifice;
CHAPTER 1

1 And there was one man
of Ramatha im Zophim of Mount
Ephraim, and his name was
Elkanah,! the son of Jeroham, the
son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the
son of Zuph, an Ephrathite,

2 And to him were two
wives, the nameof one, Hannah,?
and the name of the second,
Peninnah; and to Peninnah were
children, and to Hannahtherewere
no children.

3 And this man ascended
out of hiscity from daysto days
to prostrate himself and to sacri-
fice to Jehovah of hosts®2 in
Shiloh.2* And thetwo sonsof Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, priests of
Jehovah, werethere.

4 And it was the day, and
Elkanah sacrificed. And hegave
to Peninnah, his wife, and to all
her sons, and her daughters, por-
tions;

5 And he gave to Hannah
one double portion, because he
loved Hannah, and Jehovah had
shut up her womb.

11:1Elkanah, God Has Obtained.
21:2Hannah, Favored. Peninnah, A Pearl.

%2 1:3 Jehovah of hosts, Jehovah of tsaba. This
isthe first time this phrase appears in the Bible.
Somefew timesit isthe God of hosts, and there-
mainder are Jehovah of hosts. Tsaba meansamass
of personsor things, especially anarmy organized
for war. Thehostsof the heavens, Gen 2;1, encom-
passing al heavenly bodiesand angels. Jehovahis
Lord over all the hosts in the heavens and in the
earth. Beginning with Samuel, Heisknown as Je-
hovah of hosts.

3 1:3 Shiloh, Peace, Security, a name for the
Messiah. Eli, Lofty. Hophni, Combative.
Phinahas, Mouth of a Serpent.

Hannah prays and weeps for a child

6 And troubling, her rival
troubled her, in order to agitate
her violently, because Jehovah
had shut up her womb.

7 Andsohedidyear by year;
as often as she ascended to the
house of Jehovah, just so shepro-
voked her, and shewept, and did
not eat.

8 And Elkanah, her hus-
band, said to her, Hannah, why
do you weep? And why do you
not eat? And why is your heart
broken up? Am | not better to
you than ten sons?

9 And Hannah rose up af-
ter eating in Shiloh, and after
drinking, and Eli the priest was
sitting upon a throne by a door
post of the temple® of Jehovah.

10 Andshewasinhitterness
of soul, and judged in prayer to
Jehovah, and weeping, wept.

11 And she vowed a vow,
and said, Oh Jehovah of hosts, if
seeing, you see the affliction of
your maidservant, and remember
me, and not forget your mai dser-
vant, and will giveto your maid-
servant aseed of men, then | will
give him to Jehovah al the days
of hislife, and no razor shall as-
cend upon his head.

12 And it was, because she
increased judging in prayer be-
foretheface of Jehovah, that Eli

9 1:9temple, heykal, used from this point on for
the temple of God, long before Solomon. Itisno
longer atent, ohel, or tabernacle, mishkan, but the
temple, heykal, asapermanent building. Itisused
of any permanent structure, asashepherd’shouse,
or aking'spalace, or thetemple of Jehovah.
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1SAMUEL 1
hedged about her mouith.

13 And Hannah was speak-
ing in her heart; only her lips
moved back and forth, and her
voice was not attentively heard;
and Eli calculated her to be
drunk.

14 AndEli saidto her, Until
when will you be drunk? Turn
away your wine from you.

15 And Hannah answered
and said, No, my lord, | am a
woman hardened by grief in
spirit, and | have not drunk wine
or hard liquor, but have poured
out my soul before the face of
Jehovah.

16 Do not give your maid-
servant to be as the face of a
daughter of worthlessness, be-
cause | have spoken up to now
out of the abundance of my ut-
tered contemplation and provo-
cation.

17 Then Eli answered, and
said, Walk in peace, and the God
of Israel give you your petition,
what you have asked of him.

18 Andshesaid, Lettherebe
graceto your maidservant inyour
eyes. And thewoman walked her
way, and ate, and her sad face
was not to her any longer.

19 Andthey loaded up early
inthedawn, and prostrated them-
selvesbeforetheface of Jehovah,
and turned back, and came to
their house to Ramah; and
Elkanah knew Hannah, hiswife,
and Jehovah remembered her.

20 And it was, as the days
circled around Hannah con-
ceived, and bore a son, and she
called his name Samuel, saying,
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Hannah gives birth to Samuel, and gives him o Jebovah as promised

Because | have asked him of Je-
hovah.

21 And the man, Elkanah,
and al his house, ascended to
sacrificeto Jehovah the sacrifice
of the days, and his vow.

22 And Hannah did not as-
cend, because she said to her hus-
band, | will not ascend until the
child is weaned, and then | will
bring him, that he may be seen
before the face of Jehovah, and
there sit down forever.

23 And Elkanah, her hus-
band, said to her, Do what is
good inyour eyes; sit down until
you have weaned him; only Je-
hovah cause hiswordtorise. And
thewoman sat down, and nursed
her son until she weaned him.

24 And when she had
weaned him she brought him up
with her with three cattle, and one
ephah of flour, and a skin bottle
of wine, and she brought him to
the house of Jehovah in Shiloh;
and the child was achild.

25 Andthey saughtered the
cattle, and the child cameto Eli.

26 Andshesaid, Ohmy lord,
asyour soul lives, my lord, | am
the woman who was stationed
with you that day, judging in
prayer to Jehovah.

27 Forthischild | judged in
prayer, and Jehovah hasgiven me
my petition, what | asked of him;

28 And, yes, | have caused
him to be asked for Jehovah; as
long as he lives he shall be one
who was asked for Jehovah. And
he prostrated himself to Jehovah
there.



Hanmah’s prayer of rejoicing; the sins of the sons of Eli

CHAPTER 2

1 And Hannah judged in
prayer, and said, My heart leaps
for joy in Jehovah; my hornisex-
altedin Jehovah; my mouthisen-
larged over those who hate me,
because | have rejoiced in your
salvation.

2 There is none holy like
Jehovah, because there is none
except you; and thereisno strong
rock like our God.

3 Donot increase speaking
arrogance arrogantly; do not let
impudence go out of your mouth,
because Jehovah is God of
knowledge, and deeds are made
even by him.

4 The bows of the mighty
men are broken, and they who
stumbled from weakness are
girded with resources.

5 They who were satiated
with food have hired out them-
selves, and they who were hun-
gry have ceased being hungry;
while the barren has born seven,
and she with many children lan-
guishes.

6 Jehovah kills, and keeps
alive; hebringsdowntotheworld
of the dead, and brings up.

7 Jehovah drives out from
possessions, and he causes to
grow rich; he bringslow, and he
exalts.

8 He raises up out of the
dust those dangling in need, and
he exaltsthe poor from the dung-
hill, to cause them to sit equal
with the generous; yes, he causes
themto inherit athrone of heavy
glory, because the pillars of the

1SAMUEL 2
earth are Jehovah's, and he has
placed on them the inhabited
earth.

9 Hehedges about the feet
of hissaints, and thewicked shall
bestill indarkness, becauseaman
does not prevail by power.

10 Jehovah! Those who
contend with him shall sink
down; heisviolently agitated out
of the heavens against them; Je-
hovah judgesthe ends of the earth
with a straight course; and he
gives strength to his king, and
exalts the horn of hisanointed.

11 And Elkanah walked to
Ramah to his house. And the
child was one who ministered to
Jehovah beforethefaceof Eli, the
priest.

12 Andthe sonsof Eli were
sons of worthlessness; they did
not know Jehovah.

13 Andthejudged decree of
the priests with the people was:
every man sacrificed asacrifice,
and the priest’sservant camewith
afork of three teeth in his hand
while the meat was boiling;

14 And he struck it into the
bowl, or pot, or kettle, or skillet;
the priest took all that the fork
brought up for himself. Just so
they did to all Israel who came
thereinto Shiloh.

15 Even before they burnt
thefat asincense, thenthepriest’s
servant came, and said to theman
sacrificing, Givemeat to roast for
the priest, and he will not take
from you boiled meat, but raw.

16 Andthemansaidtohim,
Burning, burn as perfumed in-
cense the fat today, and take for
465



1 SAMUEL 2 Hannah blessed with more children; Eli rebukes his sons; a man of God prophesise

yoursdlf what your soul craves, and
he said to him, No; but you shall
giveit now, andif not, | will takeit
by force.

17 Andthesin of theyoung
men was very great before the
face of Jehovah, because men ab-
horred the offering of Jehovah.

18 And Samuel ministered
before the face of Jehovah, a
child, girded with alinen ephod.

19 Andhismother madefor
him a little robe, and brought it
up to him from days to days,
when she came up with her hus-
band to sacrifice the sacrifice of
the days.

20 And Eli blessed Elkanah
and his wife, and said, Jehovah
shall give to you seed of this
woman because of the petition
which sheasked of Jehovah. And
they walked to their place.

21 Because Jehovah visited
Hannah, and she conceived, and
bore three sons and two daugh-
ters. And the child Samuel be-
came great being bound together
with Jehovah.

22 AndEli wasvery old, and
attentively heard all that hissons
didtoal Israel, and that they lay
down with the women who as-
sembled at the door of the tent
of appointed meeting.

23 Andhesaidtothem, Why
do you do these words, which |
attentively hear of your evil
words from all these people.

24 No, my sons; because it
is no good report that | atten-
tively hear, causing the peopleto
cross over against Jehovah.

466

25 Ifamansnsagaing aman,
God shall judgein prayer for him,
but if aman sinsagainst Jehovah,
who shall judgein prayer for him?
Andthey did not attentively hear
thevoiceof their father, because
Jehovah wasinclined to put them
to death.

26 And the child Samuel
walked on, and grew in stature
and in good, both with Jehovah,
and also with men.

27 And aman of God came
to Eli, and said to him, Thus says
Jehovah, Revealing, did | reveal
myself to the house of your fa-
ther, when they werein Egyptin
the house of Pharaoh?

28 And did | prove him out
of all thetribesof Israel to be my
priest, to cause to ascend upon
my altar, to burn perfumed in-
cense, to lift an ephod before my
face, and did | giveto the house
of your father all the burnt offer-
ings of the children of Israel?

29 Why do you trample
down my sacrifice and my food
offering, which | commanded in
the dwelling place, and make
your sons heavy in importance
above me, to create for your-
selvesthefirst of all the offerings
of Israel my people?

30 Therefore, an oracle of
Jehovah God of Israel: Saying, |
said; Your house, and the house
of your father, shall walk before
my face forever; but now, an
oracleof Jehovah: Far beit from
me, because: he who makes me
heavy inimportance, | will make
heavy in importance, and those



A prophecy of a Faithful Priest; Samuel is called by Jehovah

who despisemeshdl bemadelight
of.

31 Behold, the days come,
that I will cut downyour arm, and
the arm of your father’s house,
that there shall be no old manin
your house. 1kings2:27

32 And you shall look in-
tently at oppression in your
dwelling, in all which should be
soundness in Israel, and there
shall not be an old man in your
houseall days.

33 And the man of yours |
shall not cut off from my altar,
shall be to end your eyes, and to
languish your soul, and all the
multitude of your house shall die
men.

34 Andthisshall bethesign
to you that shall come to your
two sons, to Hophni and
Phinehas: the two of them shall
diein oneday.

35 And | will cause to rise
to meafaithful priest; heshall do
what is in my heart and in my
soul; and | will build for him a
house of faithfulness; and heshall
walk before the face of my
anointed all days. Heb3:1-3

36 Anditshall be, al leftin
your house shall come, and pros-
trate himself to him for a piece
of silver and aloaf of bread, and
shall say, Scrape out to me,
please, one of the priests’ offices
that | may eat amorsel of food.

CHAPTER 3
1 And the child Samuel
ministered to Jehovah beforethe
face of Eli. And the word'2 of
Jehovah was precious in those
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days; there was no broken out

vison.'?

2 Anditwasat that day, Eli
waslying downin hisplace, and
his eyes had begun to be weak;
he was not able to see;

3 Andthelamp of God had
not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the temple of Je-
hovah, there where the ark of
God was,

4 And Jehovah called to
Samuel, and he said, Behold.

5 And he ran to Eli, and
said, Lo, herel am, because you
called for me. And hesaid, | did
not call; turn back, and lie down.
And hewalked, and lay down.

6 And Jehovah called yet
again, Samuel. And Samuel rose,
and walked to Eli, and said, Lo,
here | am, because you have
caledfor me. Andhesaid, | have
not called, my son; turn back, and
liedown.

7 And Samuel did not yet
know Jehovah, and the word of
Jehovah had not yet been re-
vealed to him.

8 AndagainJehovah called
Samuel the third time. And he
rose, and walked to Eli, and said,
Lo here| am, because you have
called me. And Eli understood

12 3:1 the word of Jehovah, the word of the
LORD inKJV. Itisused throughout the Biblefrom
Gen 15:4toindicatethe Holy Spirit revealed com-
munication from Jehovah God to Hisprophets.

1 3:1 broken out vision, chazown, is used from
thispoint forward in the Hebrew Biblefor thevi-
sions God gave His prophets. The word for bro-
ken out, parats, means to break out, to spread
abroad, to increase mightily. Direct revelation from
God was not breaking out or spreading out in the
land. God's direct vision broke out and spread
abroad through the prophet Samuel.
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1 SAMUEL 4 Samuel receives prophecy against Eli; Samuel becomes priest, prophet and judge

that Jehovah had called thechild.

9 And Eli said to Samuel,
Walk, liedown; and it shall be, if
he calls you, that you shall say,
Speak, Oh Jehovah, becauseyour
servant attentively hears. And
Samuel walked, and lay downin
hisplace.

10 And Jehovah came, and
stationed himself, and called as
stroke by stroke, Samuel,
Samud. And Samud said, Speak,
because your servant attentively
hears.

11 And Jehovah said to
Samuel, Lo, | am doing a word
in Israel, at which everyone at-
tentively hearing, his two ears
shall vibrate.

12 Inthat day | will causeto
rise to Eli al which | have spo-
ken to his house, the beginning
and the ending.

13 And | have caused to
stand out boldly to himthat | am
judging hishouseforever for the
iniquity which he knows by see-
ing, because his sons made them-
selvesof no value, and hedid not
disempower!3them.

14 Andrightly | havesworn
to the house of Eli, the iniquity
of the house of Eli shall not be
covered! * with sacrifice nor food
offering forever.

13 3:13 disempower, kahah, to be weak. Eli had
empowered hissonsby anointing them, filling their
hand for the priesthood. They abused that power
by causing the peopleto abhor the sacrifices of Je-
hovah by their greed, 2:13-17, and by lying with
the women who cameto the temple, 2:22-25. Eli
rebuked them, but they ignored him. He did not
take away their authority as priests as he should
have.

14 3:14 covered, kaphar, atonement.
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15 And Samuel lay downun-
til the dawn, and opened thedoors
of the house of Jehovah. And
Samuel feared to causethevision
to stand out boldly to Eli.

16 And Eli called Samuel,
and said, Samuel, my son. And
he said, Lo herel am.

17 And he said, What isthe
word that Jehovah has spoken to
you? Please! Do not hideit from
me; God do so to you, and more
also, if you hide any word from
me of all thewordsthat he spoke
to you.

18 And Samuel caused every
word to stand out boldly to him,
and hid nothing from him. And
he said, It is Jehovah; hewill do
what isgood in his eyes.

19 And Samuel became
great, and Jehovah waswith him,
and did not let any of hiswords
fall to the ground.

20 And al Israel from Dan
even to Beer Shebaknew by see-
ing that Samuel was believed as
aprophet of Jehovah.

21 And again Jehovah ap-
peared in Shiloh, because Jeho-
vah revealed himself to Samuel
in Shiloh by the word of Jeho-
vah.

CHAPTER 4

1 Andtheword of Samuel
wastoall Israel. And Israel went
out encountering the Palestinians
in battle, and pitched above Eben
Ezer; and the Palestinians pitched
in Aphek.

2 And the Palestinians ar-
ranged themsel ves encountering
Israel, and they thrust out in



The sons of Eli killed in battle with Palestinians and the Ark is taken 1 SAMUEL 4

battle, and Israel was defeated
before the face of the Palestin-
ians, and they fatally struck about
four thousand men of the army
inthefield.

3 Andthepeoplecameinto
the camp, and the eldersof Israel
said, Why has Jehovah defeated
us today before the face of the
Palestinians? L et ustaketo usout
of Shilohtheark of the covenant
of Jehovah, and let it come into
our midst, that it may save usout
of the palm of those who hate us.

4 And the people sent to
Shiloh, and they lifted from there
the ark of the covenant of Jeho-
vah of hosts, who sits above the
cherubs; and there the two sons
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were
with the ark of the covenant of
God.

5 And it waswhen the ark
of the covenant of Jehovah came
into the camp, all Israel shouted
a great shout of joy so that the
earth shook.

6 And the Palestinians at-
tentively heard the sound of the
shout, and said, What is the
sound of this great shout in the
camp of the Hebrews? And they
knew by seeing that the ark of
Jehovah had comeinto the camp.

7 AndthePaegtinianswere
afraid, becausethey said, God has
come into the camp. And they
said, Woe to us! Because there
has not been this yesterday - the
day before yesterday.

8 Woe to us! Who shall
snatch usout of the hand of these
mighty gods? These arethe gods
who struck the Egyptianswith all

theblowsinthe desert.

9 Seize strength, and be
men, Oh Palestinians, lest you be-
come servants to the Hebrews,
asthey have been servantstoyou;
be men, and devour.

10 And the Palestinians de-
voured, and Israel was struck,
and every man fled to his tent;
and there was avery great strik-
ing, and thirty thousand footmen
of Israel fell.

11 And the ark of God was
taken, and the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, died.

12 And aman of Benjamin
ran out of the battle array, and
came to Shiloh that day with his
clothestorn, and with dirt on his
head.

13 And hecame, andlo, Eli
sat upon the throne at hand by
the way leaning to peer into the
distance, because his heart was
fearful over theark of God. And
the man came into the city, and
caused it to stand out boldly, and
all the city cried out.

14 AndEli attentively heard
the sound of the screaming, and
said, What is the sound of this
tumult? And the man, flowing
like liquid, came in, and caused
it to stand out boldly to Eli.

15 And Eli was a son of
ninety-eight years, and his eyes
were risen fixed, and he was not
ableto see.

16 And the man said to Eli,
| am he who came out of the
battle array, and | fled today out
of the battle array. And he said,
What is the word, my son?
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1 SAMUEL 5 The Palestinian fish god, Dagon, falls before the Ark; Palestinians struck with tumors

17 Andheanswered, theone
who announced good tidings, and
said, Israel has fled before the
face of the Palestinians, and also
there has been a great slaughter
among the people, and also your
two sons, Hophni and Phinehas,
have died, and the ark of God is
taken.

18 Anditwas, when hemen-
tioned the ark of God, that hefell
from off thethrone backwards at
hand near the gate, and his neck
was broken, and he died, because
the man was old and heavy. And
he had judged Israel forty years.

19 And hisdaughter in law,
the wife of Phinehas, was with
child, about to bear, and she at-
tentively heard thereport that the
ark of God was taken, and that
her father inlaw, and her husband
had died, and she bent down on
her knees, and bore, because her
pressure turned upon her.

20 And at the time of her
death the women stationed over
her said to her, Do not fear, be-
cause you have borneason. And
shedid not answer, nor place her
heart on it.

21 And she called the child
Ichabod, saying, The heavy glory
of Isragl has been made naked,
because of the taking of the ark
of God, and her father inlaw and
her husband.

22 And shesaid, The heavy
glory has been made naked from
Isradl, becausethe ark of God has
been taken.
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CHAPTERS

1 AndthePaestinianstook
the ark of God, and brought it
from Eben Ezer to Ashdod.

2 AndthePalestinianstook
the ark of God, and brought it
into the house of Dagon, and
placed it at the side of Dagon.

3 And the Ashdodites
loaded up early on the next day,
and lo, Dagon, had fallen upon
his face to the earth before the
face of the ark of Jehovah. And
they took Dagon, and turned him
back to his place.

4 Andthey loaded up early
in the dawn on the next day, and
lo, Dagon had fallen upon hisface
to the earth before the face of the
ark of Jehovah, and the head of
Dagon, and the two palms of his
hands were cut off toward the
threshold; only the Dagon* was
left to him.

5 Therefore the priests of
Dagon, and al who come into
Dagon’s house, do not tread on
thethreshold of Dagonin Ashdod
until thisday.

6 Andthehand of Jehovah
was heavy upon the Ashdodites,
and he stunned them, and struck
them with tumors, namely
Ashdod and their boundaries.

45:4 only the Dagon was |eft to him. Only the
fishtail of theidol wasleft. The Pulpit Commen-
tary says, “We cannot in English render the full
contemptuousness of thisphrase, because Dagon
isto usamere proper name, with no significance.
Intheoriginal it conveystheideathat thehead, the
emblem of reason, and the human hands, theem-
blemsof intellectual activity, wereno red partsof
Dagon, but falsely assumed; and, deprived of them,
helay therein histrue ugliness, amere misshapen
fish; for dag, as we have seen, means afish, and
Dagonishereadiminutive of contempt.”



The Palestinians send back the Ark to Israel with offerings

7 And the men of Ashdod
saw that it was so, and they said,
Theark of the God of Isragl shall
not sit down with us, because his
hand is heavy upon us and upon
Dagon our god.

8 Andthey sent, and gath-
ered al the leaders of the Pales-
tinians to them, and said, What
shall we do with the ark of the
God of Israel? And they said,
Circlearound the ark of the God
of Israel to Gath. And they
caused the ark of the God of Is-
rael to circle around.

9 Anditwasafter they had
circled it about, the hand of Je-
hovah was against thecity witha
very great disturbance, and he
struck the men of the city, from
the small to the great, and broke
forth on them tumors.®

10 And they sent the ark of
God to Ekron. And it was, at the
coming of the ark of God to
Ekron, the Ekronites screamed,
saying, They have circled about
the ark of the God of Israel to
me to put me and my people to
death.

95:9 brokeforth on them tumors. The K3V
hasemerods[hemorrhoids] intheir secret parts. The
word for tumors, ophelim, was never read in the
synagogues. Wherever ophelimoccursthe reader
was instructed to say tehorim, the vowels which
were attached to the consonants of ophelim, and
does mean hemorrhoidal tumors.

When the Palestinians made images of the
tumors, theword used istehorim, theword aways
read in the synagogue, which meanshemorrhoidal
tumors, 6:11,17. We believe that the best under-
standing of these words is that they describe tu-
mors which were deep under the skin and then
brokeforthin running sores or cancersand some-
timesresulted in death, and especially manifested
themselvesin theanus and around the genitals.

1SAMUEL 6

11 Sothey sent, and gathered
all theleadersof the Palestinians,
and said, Send the ark of the God
of Isragl away, andturnit back to
itsown place, and do not put me
and my peopleto death, because
there was a deadly disturbance
throughout al the city; the hand of
God wasexceedingly heavy there.

12 Andthe menwho had not
died were struck with tumors,
and the outcry of the city as-
cended to the heavens.

CHAPTER 6

1 And the ark of Jehovah
was in the field of the Palestin-
ians seven months,

2 And the Palestinians
called for the priests, and those
who seek to determinethefuture
by magic, saying, What shall we
do to the ark of Jehovah? Cause
us to know by seeing how we
shall sendit to its place.

3 Andthey said, If you send
away the ark of the God of Is-
rael, do not send it empty; but
turning back, turn back to hima
trespassoffering; at that timeyou
shall be healed, and it shall be
known to you by seeing why his
hand was not turned from you.

4 And they said, What is
the trespass offering which we
shall turn back to him? And they
said, The number of the leaders
of the Palestinians - five golden
tumors, and five golden mice -
because one plague was on you
all and on your leaders.
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1 SAMUEL 6

5 Andyoushdl makeimages
of your tumors, andimagesof your
micethat are destroying theland;
and you shall giveto the God of
|srael heavy glory; perhapshewill
lighten hishand from against you,
andfromagaing your god, andfrom
againgt your land.

6 And why do you make
heavy your hearts, as the Egyp-
tians and Pharaoh made heavy
their hearts? When he gleaned
among them, did they not send
them away?

7 And at this time make a
new cart, and take two heifers
giving milk, on which has as-
cended no yoke, and hitch the
heifersto the cart, and turn back
their calves from them to the
house;

8 And take the ark of Je-
hovah, and give it with the cart;
and the implements of gold,
whichyou turn back to him for a
trespass offering, put in abox by
itsside; and send it away, and | et
itwalk.

9 And seg; if it ascends by
the way of its own border up to
Beth Shemesh,® he has done to
usthisgreat evil; andif not, then
we shall know by seeing that his
hand did not touch us; it wasjust
something happening to us.

10 And the men did so, and
took two heifersgiving milk, and
hitched them to the cart, and shut
up their calves at the house;

96:9 Beth Shemesh, House of the Sun, sunwor-
ship.
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The Palestinians send the Ark back lo Israel

11 And they put the ark of
Jehovah on the cart, and the box
with themice of gold, andtheim-
agesof their hemorrhoida tumors.
1 Sam 5:9

12 And the heifers went
right in the way on the way to
Beth Shemesh; they walked on
one highway, walking and bel-
lowing, and did not turn to the
right hand or to the left; and the
|eaders of the Palestinianswalk-
ing after them as far as the bor-

der of Beth Shemesh.
13 And they of Beth
Shemesh werereaping their har-

vest of wheat in the valley, and
they lifted up their eyes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced to see.

14 And the cart had come
into the field of Joshua, a
Bethshemite, and stood there,
wherewasagreat stone; and they
cleaved thewood of the cart, and
they caused the heifersto ascend
as aburnt offering to Jehovah.

15 AndtheLeviteslowered
the ark of Jehovah, and the box
whichwaswithit, inwhichwere
the implements of gold, and
placed them on the great stone;
and the men of Beth Shemesh
caused to ascend burnt offerings,
and sacrificed sacrificesthat day
to Jehovah.

16 And the five leaders of
the Palestinians saw, and turned
back to Ekron on that day.

17 Andthesearethegolden
hemorrhoidal tumors which the
Palestinians turned back for a
trespass offering to Jehovah; for
Ashdod one, for Gaza one, for



Samutel calls all Israel to forsake foreign gods

Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekronone;

18 Andthegolden mice: the
number of all thecitiesof the Pal-
edtiniansfor thefiveleaders, from
thefortified city, even to the co-
verts of the lowland, even to the
great stone upon which they de-
posited the ark of Jehovah, awit-
ness until thisday in thefield of
Joshua, the Bethshemite.

19 And hestruck the men of
Beth Shemesh, because they
looked into the ark of Jehovah;
yes, he struck fifty thousand and
seventy men of the people; and
the people mourned, because Je-
hovah had struck many of the
people with agreat blow.

20 And the men of Beth
Shemesh said, Who is able to
stand before the face of Jehovah,
thisholy God, and to whom shall
he ascend from us?

21 Andthey sent messengers
to the inhabitants of Kirjath
Jearim, saying, The Palestinians
have turned back the ark of Je-
hovah; come down, and take it
up to you.

CHAPTER 7

1 And the men of Kirjath
Jearim came, and took up theark
of Jehovah, and brought it into
the house of Abinadab inthehill,
and sanctified Eleazar, hisson, to
hedge about the ark of Jehovah.

2 Anditwas, fromtheday
that the ark sat down in Kirjath
Jearim, that the days increased;
it was twenty years, and all the
house of Israel gathered them-
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selvestogether mourning? after Je-
hovah.

3 AndSamud saidtoadl the
house of Israel, saying, If with all
your hearts you are turning back
to Jehovah, turn off the gods of
foreigners from your midst, and
Ashtaroth, and set up your hearts
to Jehovah, and serve him, him
only; and he will snatch you out
of the hand of the Palestinians.

4  Andthechildrenof Israel
turned off Baals and Ashtaroths,
and served Jehovah only.

5 And Samuel said, Gather
al Israel to Mizpeh, and | will
judgein prayer for you to Jeho-
vah.

6 And they gathered to-
gether to Mizpeh, and drew wa-
ter, and poured® it out before the
face of Jehovah, and fasted that
day, and said there, We have

27:2 gathered themselves together mourning
after Jehovah, nahah, to mourn, bewail, cry
aloud. The reflexive form here, according to
Gesenius, meansto gather together for the purpose
of bewailing. If you note the events that had just
happened - that they of Beth Shemesh had curi-
ously looked insidetheark, and 50,070 men died,
that Beth Shemesh means House of the Sun, and
that the | sraglites of Beth Shemesh probably wor-
shipped the sun, that they got Kirjath Jearimto take
theark assoon aspossible, and that they till wor-
shipped Baalsand Asteroths, 7:3 - you can seethat
their worship of Jehovah wasavery sad and fear-
ful religious exercise. Their ignorance cost them
much apprehension and misery, thetotal opposite
of onewho restsinrighteousfaith in Jehovah God,
1sa26:3.

67.6drew water, and poured it out beforethe
faceof Jehovah. They drew thewater for the spe-
cific purpose of pouring it out before the face of
Jehovah. Thisisthefirst place this ceremony is
mentioned. It isthe symbolic action of pouring out
one'ssoul inrepentance before God, and acknowl-
edging that your strengthisasweak aswater. Their
fasting and their confession that followed the pour-
ing out of thewater showsitssignificance, Wehave
sinned against Jehovah. Ps 22:14 shows that
Jesuswas poured out likewater in our place.
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1SAMUEL 8
sinned against Jehovah. And
Samuel judged the children of Is-
ragl in Mizpeh.

7 AndthePdesiniansatten-
tively heard that thechildren of Is-
rael had gathered together to
Mizpeh, and theleadersof thePal-
estinians ascended toward | sradl.
Andthechildren of Isragl heard it
attentively, and they were afraid
beforetheface of the Palestinians.

8 Andthechildren of Isragl
said to Samuel, Do not cease to
cry to Jehovah our God for us,
that he saves us out of the hand
of the Palestinians.

9 And Samuel took one
lamb on milk, and caused to as-
cend a whole burnt offering to
Jehovah; and Samuel cried to Je-
hovah for Israel, and Jehovah
answered him.

10 And it was, as Samuel
was causing the burnt offering to
ascend, the Palestinians drew
near to battle against Israel; and
Jehovah violently agitated the
Palestinianswith hisvoiceon that
day, and put them in commotion;
and they were defeated beforethe
face of lsragl.

11 And the men of Israel
went out of Mizpeh, and ran af-
ter the Palestinians, and struck
them asfar as below Beth Kar.

12 And Samuel took one
stone, and put it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of
it Eben Ezer, and said, To right
here Jehovah has surrounded us
with help.
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The Palestinians defeated; when Samuel is old his sons are evil

13 AndthePalestiniansbent
the knee, and they did not con-
tinue to comeinto the borders of
Israel; and the hand of Jehovah
was against the Palestinians all
the days of Samuel.

14 And the cities which the
Pal estinians had taken from | srael
were turned back to Isragl, from
Ekron even to Gath; and |sra€l
snatched their borders out of the
hands of the Paestinians. And
there was peace between Israel
and the Amorites.

15 And Samuel judged Israel
all thedaysof hislife.

16 Andhewalked regularly
year to year, going in acircuit to
Bethd, and Gilgd, and Mizpeh, and
judged Isradl dl thoseplaces.

17 And his constant return
wasto Ramah, because there his
house was, and there he judged
Israel; and he built there an altar
to Jehovah.

CHAPTER 8

1 Anditwas, when Samuel
was old, that he put his sons to
judge over Isragl.

2 Andthenameof hisfirst-
born son was Joel, and the name
of hissecond, Abiah; they judged
in Beer Sheba.

3 Andhissonsdid not walk
in hisways, but stretched out af -
ter plunder, and took gifts, and
stretched out judgment.

4 And al the elders of Is-
rael gathered themselves to-
gether, and came to Samuel to
Ramah,



The peaple ask for a king; Samuel warns lsrael against a king

5 Andsadtohim, Lo, you
are old, and your sons have not
walked inyour ways; at thistime
put us aking to judge uslike all
the peoples.

6 Anditwasanevilwordin
theeyesof Samud, whenthey said,
Give us aking to judge us. And
Samuel judged in prayer to Jeho-
vah.

7 And Jehovah said to
Samuel, Attentively hear the
voice of thepeoplein all that they
say to you, becausethey have not
despised you, because they have
despised me from reigning over
them.

8 Alltheworkswhichthey
have done sincetheday of my as-
cending them up out of Egypt
eventothisday, and haveleft me,
and have served other gods, so
they are doing also to you.

9 Andnow attentively hear
their voice; only that repeating,
repeat to them, and cause to
stand out boldly to them thejudg-
ment of the king who shall reign
over them.

10 And Samuel said all the
words of Jehovah to the people
whowereasking fromhimaking,

11 Andsaid, Thiswill bethe
judgment of the king who shall
reign over you: hewill takeyour
sons, and put them for himself
among his chariots, and among
hischariot horses, and they shall
run before the face of his chari-
ots.

12 And hewill put for him-
self heads of thousands, and
heads of fifties; and to plow his
plowing, and to reap hisharvest,
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andtomakehisimplementsof war,
andimplementsfor hischariots.

13 And he will take your
daughtersfor perfumers, and for
cooks, and for bakers.

14 Andheshall takethe best
of your fields, and your vine-
yards, and your olives, and give
them to his servants.

15 And he will tithe your
seed, and your vineyards, and
givethem to hiseunuchs, and to
hisservants.

16 And he will take your
menservants, and your maidser-
vants, and your best young men,
and your donkeys, and givethem
for hiswork.

17 He will tithe your flock,
and you shall beto him servants.

18 And you will cry out in
that day before the face of your
king whom you have chosen for
yourselves, and Jehovah will not
answer you in that day.

19 Andthepeoplerefusedto
attentively hear the voice of
Samuel, and said, No! Because,
lo! A king shall be over us,

20 Andweshall be, yes, we
shall belike all the peoples, and
our king shall judge us, and shall
go out before our face, and de-
vour in our battles.

21 And Samuel attentively
heard all thewords of the people,
and he spoke them in the ears of
Jehovah.

22 And Jehovah said to
Samuel, Attentively hear their
voice, and cause aking to reign
over them. And Samuel said to

475



1 SAMUEL 9
themen of Isradl, Walk, every man
tohiscity.

CHAPTER 9

1 And there was a man of
Benjamin, and hisnamewasKish,
theson of Abiel, theson of Zeror,
the son of Bechorath, the son of
Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty
man of resources.

2 And to him was a son,
whose name was Saul, a young
man, and good; and therewas not
among the children of Israel a
better man than he; from his
shoulder and upward higher than
all the people.

3 Andthedonkeysof Kish,
Saul’sfather, werelost. AndKish
said to his son, Saul, Please take
one of the young men with you,
andrise, walk, and search out the
donkeys.

4 And he crossed over
Mount Ephraim, and crossed
over theland of Shalisha, but they
did not come forth; and they
crossed over theland of Shalim -
and nothing; and he crossed over
the land of the Benjamites, but
they did not come forth.

5 They cametotheland of
Zuph, and Saul said to hisyoung
man who was with him, Walk,
and let us turn back lest my fa-
ther cease from the donkeys, and
befearful for us.

6 And he said to him, Be-
hold now, aman of Godisinthis
city, and he is heavy in charac-
ter; al that he speaks, coming,
comes; now let us walk there;
perhaps he can cause our way
that we should walk to stand out
476

Saul seeks help from Samuel to find the donkeys;

boldly to us.

7 And Saul said to his
young man, Yes, lo, wewalk, but
what shall we bring the man?
Becausethefood has disappeared
inour vessels, and thereisno gift
to bring to the man of God. What
iswith us?

8 Andagaintheyoung man
answered Saul, and said, Lo,
There is found in my hand a
fourth of ashekel of silver | shall
give to the man of God, and he
will cause our way to stand out
boldly to us.

9 Facing back in Isradl, a
man said likethiswhen hewalked
totread seeking® God: Walk, and
let uswalk asfar asthe seer. Be-
cause a prophet today, facing
back was called a seer.

10 And Saul said to his
young man, Your word is good;
walking, let us walk. So they
walked to thecity therewherethe
man of God was.

11 Andthey ascendedthedl-
evationto thecity, and they found
young women going out to draw
water, and said to them, Is the
seer inthisplace?

12 Andthey answered them,
and said, Heis; behold, heisbe-
fore your face; flow like liquid
now, because he comes today to
thecity, because asacrificeisto-
day for the people in the high
place;

13 At your coming into the
city, just then you shall find him,
before he ascends to the high

99:9totread seeking, darash, totread, totrample
down, to beat apath to, to seek. See Note Gen 9:5.



Saul feasts with Samuel and be anoinis Saul king

place to eat, because the people
will not eat until hiscoming, because
he blessesthe sacrifice; afterward
they who arecalled will eat. And
now, ascend, because at thistime
youshdl findhim.

14 Andthey ascendedtothe
city; they were coming into the
midst of the city, and behold,
Samuel was coming out to meet
them, to ascend to the high place.

15 And Jehovah had uncov-
ered the ear of Samuel one day
before the coming of Saul, say-
Ing,

16 At this time tomorrow |
will send to you aman out of the
land of Benjamin, and you shall
anoint him commander over my
people Israel, and he shall save
my people out of the hand of the
Palestinians, because | have seen
my people, becausetheir cry has
come to me.

17 When Samuel saw Saul,
Jehovah answered him, Behold
the man of whom | spoketo you!
Thisoneshall enclose my people
with safety.

18 And Saul drew near to
Samuel in the center of the gate,
and said, Please cause to stand
out boldly to mewherethe house
of the seer is?

19 And Samuel answered
Saul, and said, | amthe seer; as-
cend before my face to the high
place, and eat with metoday, and
| will send you away inthedawn,
and | will causeall thatisinyour
heart to stand out boldly to you.

20 And asto your lost don-
keys - today makes three days -
do not put your heart on them,
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because they are found. And on
whomisall thedesireof Isragl ?1s
it not onyou, and on al the house
of your father?

21 And Saul answered, and
said, AmI not aBenjamite, of the
smallest of the tribes of Israel?
And my family istheleast of all
the families of the tribe of Ben-
jamin. Why have you spoken ac-
cording to thisword?

22 And Samue took Saul and
hisyoung man, and brought them
into a room, and gave them the
place at the head of those called,
and they were about thirty men.

23 And Samuel said to the
butcher, Give the portion which
| gaveyou, of which| saidtoyou,
Put it with you.

24 Andthebutcher raised up
theleg, and that whichwasonit,
and put it beforetheface of Saul.
And he said, Behold that which
isleft! Putit beforeyour face, and
eat, because it has been hedged
about for you for this appointed
meeting, saying, | have called the
people. And Saul atewith Samuel
that day.

25 Andthey descended from
the high place into the city, and
Samuel spokewith Saul uponthe
roof of the house.

26 Andthey loaded up early,
and it was about the ascending
of the dawn, that Samuel called
Saul on the roof of the house,
saying, Rise, that | may send you
away. And Saul rose, and they
went out, the two of them, heand
Samuel, outside separate.
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1 SAMUEL 10  Samuel anoints Saul; The Spirit of God prospers on Saul and he prophesies

27 They were descending to
the edge of the city, and Samuel
said to Saul, Say to the young
man, Cross on before our face
(and he crossed on), but you
standing, stand today, that | may
cause you to attentively hear the
word of God.

CHAPTER 10

1 And Samuel took the
flask of oil, and poured out upon
hishead, and kissed him, and said,
Is it not because Jehovah has
anointed you commander over
hisinheritance?

2 When you have walked
with metoday, then you will find
two men by Rachel’s sepulcher
in the border of Benjamin at
Zelzah, and they shall say toyou,
Thedonkeyshave comeforthfor
whichyou walked to search, and
lo, your father hasthrust away the
word about the donkeys, and is
anxious for you, saying, What
shall I do about my son?

3 And you will change
some distance from there, and
you will come to the oak of Ta-
bor, and you will find therethree
men going up to God at Bethel,
one bearing three young goats,
and one bearing three loaves of
bread, and one bearing a skin
bottle of wine;

4 And they will extend
peaceto you, and giveto you two
of bread, which you shall take
from their hand.

5 Afterwards you shall
come to Gibeah of God, where
there is the station of the Pales-
tinians, and it will be, when you
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come there to the city, you shall
impinge upon aband of prophets
descending from the high place,
and alyre before their face, and
atambourine, and a flute, and a
harp, and they will be prophesy-
Ing;

6 Andthe Spirit of Jehovah
will prosper upon you, and you
will prophesy with them, and will
be turned into another man.

7 Anditwill be, whenthese
signs come to you, do for your-
self what comes forth to your
hand, because God iswith you.

8 Andyouwill descend be-
fore my face to Gilgal, and be-
hold, 1 will descend to you, to
cause burnt offerings to ascend,
andto sacrifice sacrifices of peace
offerings; you shall wait seven
days, until I come to you, and
cause you to know by seeing
what you shall do.

9 And it was, turning his
back to walk from Samuel, God
turned about to him another
heart, and all those signs came
that day.

10 And they came there to
the hill, and behold, a band of
prophets met him, and the Spirit
of God prospered upon him, and
he prophesied in their midst.

11 Anditwas, al whoknew
him in times past, saw, and be-
hold, he prophesied with the
prophets, and the people said,
each man to his neighbor, What
Isthisthat has cometo beto the
son of Kish? s Saul a'so among
the prophets?
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12 Andamanfromtherean-
swered and said, Now who is
their father? Therefore it is a
proverb, Is Saul also among the
prophets?

13 And when he ended
prophesying, he cameto the high
place.

14 And Saul’suncle said to
him and to hisyoung man, Where
didyouwak?And hesaid, Toseek
the donkeys; when we saw that
they werenot, wecameto Samudl.

15 And Saul’s uncle said,
Cause it to stand out boldly to
me, please, what Samuel said to
you.

16 And Saul said to his
uncle, Causing to stand out
boldly, he caused to stand out
boldly to us that the donkeys
werefound. But, hedid not cause
the word, what Samuel had said
of the kingdom to stand out
boldly to him.

17 And Samuel called the
people together to Jehovah to
Mizpeh,

18 And he said to the chil-
dren of Israel, Thus says Jeho-
vah God of Israel, | caused Is-
rael to ascend out of Egypt, and
snatched you out of the hand of
the Egyptians, and out of the
hand of al kingdoms who op-
pressed you;

19 And today you have de-
spised your God, who himself
saved you out of al your evil and
your distresses, and you say to
him, That you put aking over us.
And now placeyourselvesbefore
theface of Jehovah by your tribes
and by your thousands.
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20 And Samud causeddl the
tribes of Israel to draw near, and
thetribe of Benjaminwascaptured.

21 And he caused to draw
near thetribe of Benjamin by their
families, and thefamily of Matri
was captured, and Saul the son
of Kish was captured; and they
searched for him, hedid not come
forth.

22 And they inquired again
of Jehovah, Has the man come
hereyet? And Jehovah said, Be-
hold, heishiding himself among
theimplements.

23 And they ran, and took
him there, and when he was
placed inthe midst of the people,
hewas higher than all the people
from his shoulders and upward.

24 And Samuel saidtoadll the
people, Do you see him whom
Jehovah has chosen, because
none is like him among all the
people? And all the people
shouted, and said, May the king
live,

25 Then Samuel spoke to
the people the judgment of the
kingdom, and wroteit in abook,
and deposited it before the face
of Jehovah. And Samuel sent
away all the people, every man
to his house.

26 And Saul aso walked to
his house in Gibeah, and there
walked with him men of re-
sources, whose hearts God had
touched.

27 And the children of
worthlessness said, How shall
this one save us? And they de-
spised him, and brought him no
gifts. And hewasdevisngaplan.
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1SAMUEL 11 7hemen of Jabesh threatened by the Ammonites send for Saul who delivers them

CHAPTER 11

1 ThenNahash, theAmmo-
nite, ascended, and pitched againgt
Jabesh Gilead; and al the men of
Jabesh said to Nahash, Cut acov-
enant withus, and wewill work for
you.
2 AndNahash, theAmmo-
nite, answered them, On this |
will cut with you: when theright
eye is bored out for al of you,
then | will put it areproach upon
al lsrael.

3 Andtheelders of Jabesh
said to him, Slack off from us
seven days, that we may send
messengers to all the borders of
Israel, and then, if thereisno one
to save us, we will come out to
you.

4 And the messengers
came to Gibeah of Saul, and
spokethewordsin the earsof the
people; and al the people lifted
their voices, and wept.

5 And behold, Saul came
behind the cattle out of thefield,
and Saul said, What is with the
peoplethat they weep? And they
tallied up to him thewordsof the
men of Jabesh.

6 And the Spirit of God
prospered upon Saul when he at-
tentively heard those words, and
hisnostrilsburned exceedingly.

7 And he took a yoke of
oxen, and cut them in pieces, and
sent throughout all the borders of
|srael by the hands of messengers,
saying, Whoever does not come
out behind Saul, and behind
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Samuel, so it shall bedoneto his
cattle. And the fear of Jehovah
fell onthe people, and they came
out as one man.

8 And he visited them in
Bezek, and the children of Israel
were three hundred thousand,
and the men of Judah thirty thou-
sand.

9 Andthey saidtothemes-
sengers who came, Thus you
shall say to the men of Jabesh
Gilead: Tomorrow your salvation
shall beby thetimethesunishot.
And the messengers came, and
caused it to stand out boldly to
the men of Jabesh, and they re-
joiced.

10 And the men of Jabesh
said, Tomorrow wewill comeout
to you, and you shall do with us
all that isgood in your eyes.

11 And it was on the next
day, that Saul put the peoplein
three heads, and they came into
themidst of thecampinthedawn
watch, and struck the Ammonites
until the heat of the day; and it
was, that the ones|eft wereforc-
ibly scattered, and there was not
left two of them together.

12 And the people said to
Samuel, Whoishethat said, Shall
Saul reign over us? Givethemen,
that we may put them to death.

13 And Saul said, There
shall not a man be put to death
this day, because today Jehovah
hasdonedeliverancein Isragl.

14 And Samuel said to the
people, Walk, and let uswalk to
Gilgal, and renew the kingdom
there.



Samuel warns the people

15 Andal thepeoplewent to
Gilgal, and there they caused Saul
toreign beforetheface of Jehovah
inGilgal, and therethey sacrificed
sacrificesof peaceofferingsbefore
theface of Jehovah, and there Saull
and all themen of Israel regjoiced
exceedingly.

CHAPTER 12

1 AndSamud saidtoall Is-
rael, Behold, | have attentively
heard your voice in all that you
said to me, and have caused a
king to reign over you.

2 And now, behold, the
kingiswalking beforeyour face,
and | am old and gray headed,;
and behold, my sonsarewithyou;
and | have walked before your
face from my youth to this day.

3 Lo, I; answer against me
in front of Jehovah, and in front
of his anointed. Whose cattle
have | taken? And whose male
donkey havel taken? And whom
have | oppressed? Whom havel
crushed to pieces? And from
whose hand have | taken any cov-
ering to veil from my eyes with
it? And | will turnit back to you.

4 Andthey said, You have
not oppressed us, and you have
not crushed usto pieces, and you
have not taken a speck from the
hand of any man.

5 And he said to them, Je-
hovah is a witness against you,
and hisanointed isawitnessthis
day, that you have not found in
my hand a speck. And they said,
A witness!
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6 And Samuel said to the
people, It isJehovah who caused
Moses and Aaron, and who
caused your fathersto ascend out
of theland of Egypt.

7 Andathistimeplaceyour-
selves, that | may judgewithyou
before the face of Jehovah of all
therighteousnessof Jehovah, which
hedid with you and with your fa-
thers.

8 When Jacob came into
Egypt, and your fathers cried to
Jehovah, then Jehovah sent
Moses and Aaron, and they
caused your fathersto ascend out
of Egypt, and sat them down in
thisplace.

9 Andthey forgot Jehovah
their God, and he sold them into
the hand of Sisera, head of the
host of Hazor, and into the hand
of the Palestinians, and into the
hand of the king of Moab, and
they devoured them.

10 And they cried to Jeho-
vah, and said, We have sinned,
because we left Jehovah, and
have served the Baals and the
Ashtaroths; and now snatch us
out of the hand of thosewho hate
us, and we will serveyou.

11 And Jehovah sent
Jerubaal, and Barak, and
Jephthah, and Samuel, and
snatched you out of the hand of
thosewho hateyou on every side,
and you sat down in safety.

12 And when you saw that
Nahash, the king of the children
of Ammon, came against you,
you said to me, No, because a
king shall reign over us, though
Jehovah your God is your king.
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1 SAMUEL 13 Samuel continues his warning to lsrael; Jonathan strikes the Palestinians

13 And now behold, theking
whom you have chosen, and
whom you have asked for! And
behold, Jehovah hasgivenaking
over you.

14 1f you will fear Jehovah,
and serve him, and attentively
hear his voice, and not rebel
against the mouth of Jehovah,
then you, even you, and also the
king who reigns over you, shall
be after Jehovah your God,;

15 Andif youwill not atten-
tively hear the voice of Jehovah,
and rebel against the mouth of Je-
hovah, then the hand of Jehovah
shall be against you, as it was
against your fathers.

16 And now aso placeyour-
selves, and see this great word,
which Jehovah will do before
your eyes.

17 Isitnot wheat harvest to-
day? | will call to Jehovah, and
heshall givevoicesandrain, then
know, and see that your evil is
great, which you havedoneinthe
eyes of Jehovah, to ask for your-
selvesaking.

18 And Samuel calledto Je-
hovah, and Jehovah gave voices
and rain in that day; and all the
people feared Jehovah and
Samuel exceedingly.

19 Andall theppeoplesaidto
Samuel, Judgein prayer for your
servants to Jehovah your God,
that we do not die, because we
haveaddedtoall our sinsthisevil,
to ask for ourselves aking.

20 And Samuel said to the
people, Do not fear; you have
doneall thisevil; only do not turn
aside from after Jehovah, but
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serve Jehovahwith al your heart;

21 Anddo not turn aside af -
ter empty waste, which cannot
ascend with value to you nor
snatch you out of trouble, be-
cause they are empty waste. Gen
1:32

22 Because Jehovahwill not
thrust away his people on ac-
count of hisgreat name, because
Jehovah hasyielded to makeyou
apeoplefor himsdf.

23 | dso, far beitfrommeto
sinagainst Jehovah by ceasingto
judgein prayer for you, but I will
make the good and the right way
flowtoyou;

24 Only fear Jehovah, and
serve him in truth with all your
heart, because see that he has
done great things for you!

25 Andif doing evil, you do
evil, both you and your king shall
be scraped away.

CHAPTER 13

1 Saul was ason of ayear
in reigning, and he reigned two
yearsover |sragl,

2 And Saul chosefor him-
self threethousand of Israel, and
two thousand were with Saul in
Michmash and in Mount Bethel;
and a thousand were with
Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin;
and he sent what was left of the
people each man to histent.

3 And Jonathan struck the
military post of the Palestinians
that was in Geba, and the Pales-
tinians attentively heard. And
Saul blew the trumpet through-
out al the land, saying, Let the
Hebrews attentively hear.
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4 Andal Israel attentively
heard, saying, Saul struck the
military post of the Palestinians,
and also, Isragl stinksto the Pal-
estinians. And the people were
caledtogether after Saul to Gilgdl.

5 AndthePdestiniansgath-
ered themsdl vestogether to devour
Israd, thirty thousand chariots, and
six thousand horses, and peopleas
thesand whichisonthelip of the
sea for abundance; and they as-
cended, and pitchedin Michmash,
eastward from Beth Aven.

6 Andthemenof Isragl saw
that they were oppressed (be-
cause the people were driven),
and the people hid themselvesin
caves, and in thorn thickets, and
inlofty rocks, and in towers, and
in pits.

7 Andsomeof the Hebrews
crossed over Jordan to the land
of Gad and Gilead. And Saul was
still in Gilgal, and al the people
trembling after him.

8 And he waited seven
days, according to that appointed
meeting of Samuel, and Samuel
did not come to Gilgal; and the
people were scattered from him.

9 AndSaul said, Bring near
to me the burnt offering and the
peace offering, and he caused the
burnt offering to ascend.

10 And it was, when he
ended causing the burnt offering
to ascend, behold, Samuel came,
and Saul went out to meet him
to blesshim.

11 And Samuel said, What
have you done? And Saul said,
Because | saw that the people
were scattering from me, and you
did not comeinthegppointed days,
and the Paestinianswere gathered
at Michmash,

12 And| said, Now the Pal-
estinianswill descend upon meat
Gilgal, and | have not rubbed the
face of Jehovah; and | held fast,
and caused the burnt offering to
ascend.

13 And Samue said to Saul,
You have shown yourself foolish;
you have not hedged about the
commandment of Jehovah your
God, what he commanded you,
because now Jehovah would
have set up your kingdom over
Israel forever;

14 And now your kingdom
shall not rise; Jehovah has
searched out for himself a man
according to his own heart, and
Jehovah has commanded him a
commander over his people, be-
cause you have not hedged about
what Jehovah commanded you.

15 And Samuel rose, and as-
cended from Gilgal to Gibeah of
Benjamin. And Saul visited the
peoplewho werewith him, about
six hundred men.

16 And Saul, and Jonathan
his son, and the peoplewho were
with them, sat down in Gibeah
of Benjamin, but the Palestinians
pitched in Michmash.

17 Andthedestroyerscame
out of the camp of the Palestin-
lans in three heads; one head
faced the way to Ophrah, to the
land of Shual,
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18 And one head faced the
way to Beth Horon; and one head
faced the way of the border that
overlooks the valley of Zeboim
toward the desert.

19 And afabricator was not
foundinall theland of Isragl, be-
cause the Palestinians said, L est
the Hebrews make swords or
spears;

20 And all the lsraglites de-
scended to the Palestinians, to
beat out every man hissickle, and
his plow, and hisax, and his mat-
tock,

21 When the mouth of the
mattocks, and the plows, and the
pitchforks, and the axes was
blunt, and to set the goads.

22 And it wason the day of
battle, that therewas not found a
sword or spear in the hand of all
of the people who werewith Saul
and Jonathan, but there was one
found for Saul and for his son
Jonathan.

23 And the military post of
the Palestinians went out to the
passage of Michmash.

CHAPTER 14

1 Anditwasacertainday,
and Jonathan, the son of Saul,
said totheyoung man bearing his
weapons, Walk, and let us cross
over to the military post of the
Paestinians, whichisontheother
side; and he did not cause it to
stand out boldly to hisfather.

2 And Saul was sitting in
the extremity of Gibeah under a
pomegranate tree which isin
Migron, and the peoplewho were
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with him were about six hundred
men;

3 And Ahijah, the son of
Ahitub, Ichabod's brother, the
son of Phinehas, the son of Eli,
the priest of Jehovahin Shiloh, was
bearing an ephod, and the people
knew not by seeing that Jonathan
had walked.

4 And between the cross-
ing places by which Jonathan
searched out to cross over to the
military post of the Palestinians,
there was atooth of alofty rock
onthisside, and atooth of alofty
rock on that side; and the name
of one was Bozez, and the name
of one was Seneh.

5 The tooth of one was a
narrow column northward oppo-
site Michmash, and one south-
ward opposite Gibeah.

6 AndJonathan said to the
young man bearing hisweapons,
Walk, and let uscrossover to the
military post of these uncircum-
cised; perhaps Jehovah will work
for us, because Jehovah is not
restricted to save by many or by
few.

7 And the one bearing his
weapons said to him, Do all that
isin your heart; you stretch out
to it; behold, | am with you ac-
cording to your heart.

8 And Jonathan said, Be-
hold, we will cross over to these
men, and wewill reveal ourselves
to them.

9 If they say touslikethis,
Bestill until welay ahandtoyou,
then we will stand in our place,
and will not ascend to them.
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10 But if they say like this,
Ascend to us, then we will as-
cend, because Jehovah hasgiven
them into our hand; and thisshall
beasigntous.

11 And the two of them re-
veaed themselvesto the military
post of the Palestinians, and the
Pdestinianssaid, Behold, theHe-
brewsare coming out of theholes
wherethey hid themselvesthere.

12 Andthemenof themilitary
post answered Jonathan and the
onebearing hiswegpons, and said,
Ascend to us, and we will make
you know by seeing aword. And
Jonathan saidtotheonebearing his
weapons, Ascend after me, be-
cause Jehovah hasgiventheminto
thehand of Isradl.

13 And Jonathan ascended
upon hishandsand upon hisfest,
and the one bearing hisweapons
after him; andthey fell beforethe
face of Jonathan, and the one
bearing his weapons killed after
him.

14 Andthefirst blow which
Jonathan and the one bearing his
weapons struck was about
twenty men, in half of afield of
what a yoke of oxen could fur-
row in a day.

15 Andtherewastrembling
in fear in the camp in the field,
and among all the people; the
military post, and the destroyers
also shook interror, and the earth
was agitated; and it was afear of
God.

16 Andtheonewatchingfor
Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin saw,
and behold, the tumult melted
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away, and they walked on striking
down.

17 AndSaul saidtothepeople
whowerewith him, Visit, please,
and see who iswalking with us.
Andwhenthey had vidited, behold,
Jonathan and the one bearing his
weaponswere not there.

18 And Saul said to Ahijah,
Bring near the ark of God, be-
cause the ark of God wasin that
day with thechildren of Isradl.

19 And it was, while Saul
spoke to the priest, the tumult
that was in the camp of the Pal-
estinians, walked on, walking,
and increased; and Saul said to
the priest, Withdraw your hand.*®

20 And Saul, and all the
people who were with him
screamed for them to assemble,
and they came to the battle; and
lo, the sword of every man was
against his neighbor, and avery
great commotion.

21 And the Hebrews who
were for the Pal estinians yester-
day and the day before yesterday,
who ascended with theminto the
camp all around, even they aso
became with the Israelites who
were with Saul and Jonathan.

22 Andall themen of Israel
who had hidden themselves in
Mount Ephraim attentively heard

19 14:19 Withdraw your hand. The priest with
the ephod of God was judging in prayer to God
with handsraised to heaven at the request of Saul
for direction about what was happening with
Jonathan and the one bearing hisweapons of war.
Saul suddenly deemed it wiseto break off thecon-
sultation with God, and join Jonathan in the battle.
Therefore, Saul commanded the priest towithdraw
his hands and stop the prayer in order to join
Jonathan.
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that the Pl estiniansfled, and they
asopursued after theminthebettle.

23 And Jehovah saved | sragl
that day, and the battle crossed
over to Beth Aven.

24 Andthemenof Isradl were
driven that day, and Saul had
placed the people under an oath,
saying, Cursedisthemanwho ests
food until dusk, until | anavenged
onthosehating me, and noneof the
peopletasted food.

25 Andthewholeland came
into the forest, and there was
honey upon thefield.

26 Andthe peoplecameinto
the forest, and behold, aflow of
honey, but none reached hishand
to hismouth, because the people
feared the oath.

27 And Jonathan did not
hear when hisfather placed the
people under the oath, and he
sent out the end of the rod that
wasin hishand, and plungeditin
a honeycomb, and turned back
his hand to his mouth; and his
eyes brightened.

28 And a man from among
the people answered, and said,
Swearing, your father placed the
people under an oath, saying,
Cursed isthe man who eatsfood
this day; and the people were
swooning from weakness.

29 And Jonathan said, My
father hastroubled the land; see,
please, because my eyes have
brightened, because | tasted a
little of thishoney.
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Jonathan eats honey not knowing about his father’s oath not to eat

30 Yes, wouldthat eating, the
peoplehad eaten today of the plun-
der of those hating themwhichthey
havefound, because now therehas
not been an increase of strikes
agang thePalestinians?

31 Andthey struck onthat day
among the Palestinians from
Michmash to Aijalon, and the
people were swooning from
weakness.

32 And the people clothed
themselveswith the plunder, and
took flock animals, and cattle,
and calves of the cattle, and
slaughtered them on the ground;
and the people ate with the blood.

33 And they caused it to
stand out boldly to Saul, saying,
Behold, the people are sinning
against Jehovah to eat with the
blood. And he said, You have
acted deceitfully; roll a great
stone to me this day.

34 And Saul said, Scatter
yourselves among the people,
and say to them, Bring near to
me every man his ox, and every
man hisflock animal, and daugh-
ter here, and eat, and do not sin
against Jehovah to eat with the
blood. And al the people brought
near, every man his ox in hand
that night, and slaughtered there.

35 And Saul built an dtar to
Jehovah; withit hebegantobuild
altars to Jehovah.

36 And Saul said, Let usde-
scend after the Palestinians to-
night, and plunder them until the
light of the dawn, and not |eave
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themaman. Andthey said, All that
isgood inyour eyes, do! And the
priest said, Let us draw near to
God here.

37 And Saul inquired of God,
Shall | descend after the Palestin-
ians?Will you givetheminto the
hand of |srael ?And hedid not an-
swer himonthat day.

38 And Saul said, Draw near
here, all the chieftains of the
people, and know, and see. How
this sin has come to be today?

39 Because - Jehovah lives
who saves|sragl - becauseif itis
in Jonathan, my son, dying, he
shall die. And none from all the
peopleanswered him.

40 And hesaidto all Isradl,
You be on one opposite side, and
| and Jonathan my sonwill beon
oneoppositeside. And the people
saidto Saul, What isgood in your
eyes, do.

41 And Saul saidto Jehovah
God of Israel, Give perfection!
And Jonathan and Saul were cap-
tured, and the people went out.
Note Exo 28:30

42 And Saul said, Makelots
fall between meand Jonathan, my
son. And Jonathan was captured.

43 And Saul said to
Jonathan, Cause what you have
done to stand out boldly to me.
And Jonathan caused it to stand
out boldly to him, and said, Tast-
ing, | tasted with the end of the
rod that was in my hand alittle
honey. Behold, | die!

44 And Saul said, God dothus
and more also, because dying,
Jonathan, youshadl die.

45 And the people said to
Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who has
donethisgreat salvationinlsragl ?
That isan accursed thing - Jeho-
vahlives- if ahair from hishead
fallstotheground, becausehehas
donethingswith God thisday. And
the peopleloosed Jonathan, and he
didnotdie.

46 And Saul ascended from
after the Palestinians, and the Pal -
estinians walked to their place.

47 And Saul captured the
kingdom over Israel, and de-
voured all around al those hat-
ing him: Moab, and the children
of Ammon, and Edom, and the
kingsof Zobah, and the Palestin-
ians, and he condemned every-
where hefaced about.

48 And he made resources,
and struck the Amalekites, and
snatched Israel out of the hands
of those who plundered them.

49 And the sons of Saul are
Jonathan, and Ishui, and
Meélchishua. And thenamesof his
two daughters. the name of the
firstborn, Merab, and the name
of the younger, Michal.

50 And the name of Saul’s
wife, Ahinoam, the daughter of
Ahimaaz; and the name of the
chief ruler of hishost wasAbner,
the son of Ner, Saul’s uncle.

51 And Kish was the father
of Saul; and Ner, the father of
Abner, the son of Abidl.

52 Andtherewasstrongwar
against the Palestinians all the
daysof Saul; when Saul saw any
mighty man or any son of re-
sources he gathered him to him-
sf.
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CHAPTER 15

1 AndSamue saidto Saul,
Jehovah sent me to anoint you
king over hispeople, over Isragl,
and now attentively hear thevoice
of thewords of Jehovah.

2 Thus says Jehovah of
hosts, | will visit what Amalek did
to Israel, what he put against him
intheway when he ascended out
of Egypt.

3 At this time walk, and
strike Amalek, and devote® al
that is theirs, and do not spare
them in pity; and put to death
from man to woman, from those
giving suck to those sucking,
fromtheox totheflock animd, from
camel to donkey.

4 And Saul caused the
people to attentively hear, and
visited them in Telaim: two hun-
dred thousand footmen, and ten
thousand men of Judah.

5 And Saul cameto acity
of Amalek, and contended by the
stream.

6 And Saul said to the
Kenites, Walk, turn aside, de-
scend from the midst of the
Amalekites, lest | scrape you to-
gether with them, because you
did mercy to al the children of
Israel, when they ascended out of
Egypt. And the Kenites departed
fromthemidst of the Amalekites.

7 And Saul struck the
Amalekites from Havilah until
you come to Shur that was over
against the face of Egypt.
315:3devote, charam, to seclude, to shut upby a
ban, to devote to religious use, to consecrate to

God's use, or devote to destruction becauseit is
offensiveto God.
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Samuel sends Saul to devote the Amalekites to destruction

8 AndhecapturedAgagthe
king of theAmalekitesalive, and
devoted all the people with the
mouth of the sword.

9 And Saul and the people
spared Agag in pity, and the best
of the flock animals, and of the
catle, and of thesecondary animals,
andtherams, anddl thegood, and
did not breathe in agreement to
devotethem; and they devoted all
property that was despised and
melted away.

10 Andtheword of Jehovah
was to Samuel, saying,

11 | comfort myself that |
have caused Saul toreign asking,
because he hasturned back from
after me; and hehasnot caused my
wordsto rise; and Samuel burned
inanger, and he cried to Jehovah
dl night.

12 And Samuel loaded up
early to meet Saul in the dawn,
and it was caused to stand out
boldly to Samuel, saying, Saul
came to Carmel, and behold, he
stationed for himself a hand,!?
and circled around, and crossed
over, and descended to Gilgal.

13 And Samuel came to
Saul, and Saul said to him, You
are blessed of Jehovah; | have
caused to rise the word of Jeho-
vah.

14 And Samuel said, And
what isthe sound of theflock ani-
mals that isin my ears, and the
sound of the cattlewhich | atten-
tively hear?

2 15:12 a hand, yad, meaning a monument of
special recognition. See2 Sam 18:18



Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft; Saul rejecled as king

15 And Saul said, They have
brought from Amalek what the
people spared in pity, the best of
the flock animals, and of the
cattle, in order to sacrifice to Je-
hovah, your God, and therest we
have devoted.

16 And Samuel saidto Saul,
Slack off, and | will cause to
stand out boldly to you what Je-
hovah has spoken to me tonight.
And he said to him, Speak.

17 And Samud said, Isit not
whenyou werelittleinyour eyes,
you became head of the tribes of
Israel, and Jehovah anointed you
king over Israel?

18 And Jehovah sentyouon
ajourney, and said, Walk, and de-
votethesinners, Amalek, and de-
vour themuntil they end them.

19 And why did you not at-
tentively hear the voice of Jeho-
vah, and rushed violently to the
plunder, and did evil in the eyes
of Jehovah?

20 And Saul saidto Samuel,
| have attentively heard thevoice
of Jehovah, and have walked the
way which Jehovah sent me, and
have brought Agag, the king of
Amalek, and have devoted
Amalek.

21 And the people took of
the plunder, flock animals, and
oxen, thefirstfruits of that which
is devoted, to sacrifice to Jeho-
vah, your God, in Gilgal.

22 And Samuel said, Isthere
delight to Jehovah in burnt offer-
ingsand sacrifices, asin hearing
attentively the voice of Jehovah?
Behold, to attentively hear isbet-
ter than sacrifice, and to sharpen
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your earsthan thefat of rams.

23 Becauserebellionisasthe
sinof witcheraft, and stubbornness
isasvanity andfamily healingim-
ages. Because you have despised
the word of Jehovah, so he has
despised you as King. see Notes, Dt
18:10; Gen 31:19

24 And Saul saidto Samud, |
sinned, because | have crossed
over against the mouth of Jeho-
vah, and your words, because |
feared the people, and attentively
heard their voice.

25 And now, please lift my
sin, and turn back with me, that |
may prostrate myself to Jehovah.

26 And Samuel saidto Saul,
I will not turn back with you, be-
cause you have despised the
word of Jehovah, and Jehovah has
despised you from being king over
lsradl.

27 And Samuel turned
around to walk, and he fastened
upon the extremity of his robe,
and it was torn.

28 And Samuel said to him,
Jehovah hastorn the kingdom of
Israel from you today, and has
given it to your neighbor who is
better than you.

29 AndasotheEterna One
of Israel will not cheat nor have
to comfort himself, because he
does not haveto comfort himself
asaman.

30 And he said, | have
sinned; at thistime, please make
me heavy in importancein front
of the elders of my people, and
in front of Israel, and turn back
with me, that | may prostrate
myself to Jehovah your God.
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31 And Samuel turned back
after Saul, and Saul prostrated
himself to Jehovah.

32 And Samuel said, Bring
Agag, the king of Amalek, near
to me. And Agag walked to him
cheerfully. AndAgag said, Surely
the bitterness of death is turned
away.
33 And Samuel said, As
your sword has bereaved women
of their children, so shall your
mother be bereaved among
women. And Samuel cut Agagin
pieces beforethe face of Jehovah
inGilgal.

34 And Samuel walked to
Ramah, and Saul ascendedto his
housein Gibeah of Saul.

35 And Samuel walked no
more to see Saul until the day of
his death, because Samuel
mourned for Saul, and Jehovah
comforted himself that he had
caused Saul to ascend the throne
over Isragl.

CHAPTER 16

1 And Jehovah said to
Samuel, Until when will you
mourn for Saul, and | have de-
spised him from reigning over
Israel ?Fill your hornwithoil, and
walk. | will sendyou to Jessethe
Bethlehemite, because | have
seen a king among his sons for
me.

2 And Samuel said, How
can | walk?When Saul attentively
hears, he will fatally strike me.
And Jehovah said, Take a heifer
cow inyour hand, and say, | have
cometo sacrifice to Jehovah.
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3 Andcal Jesseto the sac-
rifice, and | will make you know
by seeing what you shall do; and
you shall anoint for mehimwhom
| say to you.

4  And Samuel did what Je-
hovah spoke, and came to
Bethlehem. And the eldersof the
town trembled at meeting him, and
said, Do you comein peace?

5 And he said, Peace; |
have come to sacrifice to Jeho-
vah; sanctify yourselves, and
come with me to the sacrifice.
And he sanctified Jesse and his
sons, and called them to the sac-
rifice.

6 Anditwas, intheir com-
ing, that he saw Eliab, and said,
Surely hisanointed isin front of
Jehovah.

7 And Jehovah said to
Samuel, Do not look intently at
his appearance, or at the eleva-
tion of hisheight, becausel have
despised him; becauseitisnot as
man sees, because man sees the
eyes, but Jehovah seesthe heart.

8 And Jesse called
Abinadab, and he crossed over
before the face of Samuel. And
he said, Also Jehovah has not
chosen thisone.

9 And Jesse caused
Shammah to cross over. And he
said, Also this one Jehovah has
not chosen.

10 And Jesse caused his
seven sons to cross over before
the face of Samuel. And Samuel
said to Jesse, Jehovah has not
chosen these.



Saud selects David to play the barp to calm him

11 And Samud saidto Jesse,
Your young men are complete?
And he said, There is left the
youngest, and lo, he is
shepherding the flock animals.
And Samuel said to Jesse, Send,
and take him, becausewewill not
circle around the table until he
comeshere.

12 And he sent, and brought
him. Now he was reddish, and
equally of beautiful eyes and
good looking. And Jehovah said,
Rise, anoint him, because thisis
he.

13 And Samuel took the
horn of oil, and anointed him in
themidst of hisbrothers; and the
Spirit of Jehovah prospered upon
David from that day forward.
And Samuel rose, and walked to
Ramah.

14 Andthe Spirit of Jehovah
turned away from Saul, and an
evil spirit from Jehovah terrified
him.

15 And Saul’s servants said
to him, Behold now, an evil spirit
from God terrifies you.

16 Let our lord now say to
your servants before your face,
Search out a man who knows
howto play onaharp; andit shall
be, whentheevil spirit from God
is upon you, then his hand will
play, and you will bewell.

17 And Saul said to his ser-
vants, Seenow for meamanwho
can play well, and bring himto
me.

18 And one of the young
men answered, and said, Behold,
| have seen a son of Jesse the
Bethlehemite, who knowshowto

1 SAMUEL 17
play, and a mighty man of re-
sources, and a man of war, and
understanding in words, and a
man of handsome appearance,
and Jehovah iswith him.

19 And Saul sent messengers
to Jesse, and said, Send to me
David, your son, who iswith the
flock.

20 And Jessetook adonkey,
food, and a skin bottle of wine,
and one kid of the goats, and he
sent them by the hand of David,
his son, to Saul.

21 And David cameto Saul,
and stood before hisface; and he
loved him greatly; and hewasthe
one bearing his weapons.

22 And Saul sent to Jesse,
saying, Let David, please, stand
before my face, because he has
found gracein my eyes.

23 Andit was, whentheevil
spirit from God was upon Saul,
that David took a harp, and
played with his hand, and Saul
breathed freely, and it was good
for him, and the evil spirit turned
away from him.

CHAPTER 17

1 And the Palestinians
gathered their camp of troopsto
battle, and were gathered at
Shochoh, which isto Judah, and
they pitched between Shochoh
and Azekah in Ephes Dammim.

2 And Saul and the men of
Israel were gathered, and pitched
by thevalley of Elah, and set the
battlein array meeting the Pales-
tinians.
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3 AndthePaestiniansstood
onamountainonthat sde, and s
rael stood on amountain on this
side; and the valley was between
them.

4 Andamanwentoutinthe
space between, from the camp of
the Palestinians, Goliath washis
name, from Gath; hisheight wassx
cubitsand ahandspan.

5 And a helmet of bronze
was on his head, and a body ar-
mor of metal plates like scales,
and the weight of the body ar-
mor wasfivethousand shekels of
bronze.

6 Andhehad shin platesof
bronze down to his feet, and a
javelin of bronze between his
shoulders.

7 And the wood handle of
his spear was like the beam of a
weaver; and the blade of his spear
weighed six hundred shekels of
iron; and one bearing a shield
walked before hisface.

8 Andhestood, and called
to the armies of Israel, and said
to them, Why do you come out
to set the battle in array? Am |
not a Palestinian, and you, ser-
vants to Saul’? Choose for your-
selvesaman, and let him descend
to me.

9 If heisabletodevour me
and to strike me, thenwewill be
your servants; but if | prevail
against him, and strike him, then
you shall be our servants and
serve us.
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10 AndthePdegtiniansaid, |
expose the armies of Isradl this
day; give me a man, and let us
devour together.

11 And Saul and all Israel
heard these words of the Pales-
tinian, and they broke down, and
wereexceedingly afraid.

12 AndDavid wasthe son of
aman, an Ephrathite; thismanwas
from Bethlehem Judah, and his
namewas Jesse; and to himwere
eight sons; and the man was old
going among men in the days of
Saul

13 Andthethreeoldest sons
of Jesse walked, and walked af-
ter Saul to the battle; and the
names of his three sons who
walked to the battle were: Eliab,
the firstborn, and his second,
Abinadab, and the third,
Shammah,

14 AndDavidwastheyoung-
est; and the three greater walked
after Saul.

15 And David walked, and
turned back from Saul totend his
father’sflock at Bethlehem.

16 And the Palestinian
loaded up in the morning and at
dusk, and stationed himself forty
days.

17 And Jesse said to David
hisson, Pleasetaketo your broth-
ersan ephah of thisroasted grain
and theseten loaves, and runto
the camp to your brothers;

18 Andtheseten cutsof cul-
tured milk to the captain of their
thousand, and you shall visit your
brotherstoinquire of their peace,
and you shall receivetheir token
of security.
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19 AndSaul,andthey,andal
themen of Israel, wereintheval-
ley of Elah, devouring equally with
the Pdestinians.

20 And David loaded up
early in the dawn, and thrust off
theflock with oneto hedge them
about, and lifted the supplies, and
walked, what Jesse commanded
him; and he came to the rampart
of wagons, and the resources
going out to the battle array, and
they shouted for the battle.

21 Andlsrael andthe Pales-
tinians put the battle in order,
army against army.

22 And David thrust off the
supplies on him into the hand of
one to hedge about the supplies,
and ran into the army, and came,
and inquired of the peace of his
brothers.

23 Andhewasspeakingwith
them, and behold, themaninthe
space between the two armies -
Goliathwashisname, the Pales-
tinian from Gath - ascended out of
thearmiesof the Palestinians, and
he spokeaccording to thesewords,
and David attentively heard them.

24 Andall themenof Isradl,
when they saw theman, fled from
before hisface, and were exceed-
ingly afraid.

25 And the men of Israel
said, Haveyou seenthismanwho
isascending? Because he hasas-
cended to reproach Israel; and it
shall be, themanwho strikeshim,
theking will enrich himwith great
wealth, and will give him his
daughter, and make his father’s
house exempt from public burden
inlsradl.
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26 AndDavidsadtothemen
gandingwithhim, saying, What shdl
be donetothemanwho strikesthis
Pdestinian, and turnsaway there-
proach againgt Israel, becausewho
Isthisuncircumcised Palestinian,
that he hasreproached thearmies
of theliving God?

27 Andthepeoplesaidtohim
according tothisword, saying, It
shall bedonelikethistotheman
who strikeshim.

28 And Eliab, his oldest
brother, attentively heard when
he spoke to the men, and Eliab’s
nostrils burned against David,
and he said, Why isthisthat you
descended? And upon whomdid
you thrust off those few flock
animalsin the desert? | know by
seeing your arrogance, and the
evil of your heart, because you
have descended to seethe battle.

29 AndDavidsaid, Now what
have | done? Is there not some
word?

30 Andhecircled around to
the side opposite another, and
said according to this word; and
the people turned him back a
word like the first word.

31 And the words were at-
tentively heard which David
spoke, and they caused them to
stand out boldly before the face
of Saul; and he took him.

32 And David said to Saul,
Let no man’'s heart fall because
of him; your servant will walk,
and devour this Palestinian.
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33 And Saul said to David,
You are not able to walk to this
Palestinian to devour him, be-
cause you are ayouth, and heis
aman of war from hisyouth.

34 And David said to Saul,
Your servant was tending his
father’sflock, and alion came, and
abear, andlifted aflock animal out
of theflock;

35 And| went out after him,
and struck him, and snatched it
out of his mouth; and he rose
against me, | fastened upon his
beard, and struck him, and killed
him.

36 Your servant struck both
thelion and the bear, and thisun-
circumcised Palestinian shall be
as one of them, because he has
reproached thearmiesof theliv-
ing God.

37 AndDavid said, Jehovah
who snatched me out of the hand
of the lion, and out of the hand
of the bear, will snatch me out of
the hand of thisPalestinian. And
Saul said to David, Walk, and
Jehovah be with you.

38 And Saul clothed David
with hisgarments, and hegave a
helmet of bronze upon his head,;
also he clothed him with a body
armor.

39 And David girded his
sword upon hisgarments, and he
yielded to walk, because he had
not tested it. And David said to
Saul, | am not able to walk with
these, because | have not tested
them. And David turned them
asidefromhim.
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40 Andhetook hisstaff inhis
hand, and chose for himself five
smooth stones out of the stream,
and put them in the shepherd’ sbag
whichwashis, eveninhiswallet;
and hissingwasin hishand; and
he drew near to the Palestinian.

41 Andwaking, thePaestin-
lan walked, and drew near to
David, and the man bearing the
shield before hisface.

42 AndthePdedtinianlooked
intently about, and saw David, and
he despised him, becausehewasa
youth, and reddish, and with a
handsome appearance.

43 AndthePaeginiansaidto
David, Am| adog that you come
tomewith sticks? And the Pales-
tinian madelight of David by his
gods.

44 And the Palestinian said
to David, Cometome, and | will
giveyour meat to the birds of the
heavens, and to theanimalsof the
fidd.

45 AndDavidsaidtothePd-
edtinian, Youarecomingtomewith
asword, andwith aspear, andwith
ajavelin, and | am comingtoyou
in the name of Jehovah of hosts,
the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have reproached.

46 Thisday Jehovahwill shut
youupinmy hand, and | shall strike
you, and take off your head from
you; and | will givethe carcasses
of thearmy of thePaestiniansthis
day tothebirdsof theheavens, and
totheliving creaturesof theearth,
that dl the earth may know by see-
ingthat Godisinlsradl.
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47 Andal thisassembly shall
know by seeing that Jehovah saves
not with sword and spear, because
thebattleis Jehovah's, and hehas
givenyouinto our hand.

48 Anditwas, whenthePal-
estinian rose, and walked and
drew near to meet David, that
Davidflowed likeliquid, and ran
toward the army to meet the Pal-
estinian.

49 AndDavidput hishandin
hisbag, and took thereastone, and
dung, and struck the Palestinianin
his forehead, and the stone sunk
into hisforehead; and hefell upon
hisfacetotheearth.

50 AndDavid prevailed over
the Palestinian with a sling and
with a stone, and struck the Pal-
estinian and killed him, and a
sword was not in the hand of
David.

51 And Davidran, and stood
by the Palestinian, and took his
sword, and drew it out of its
sheath, and killed him, and cut of f
his head with it. And the Pales-
tinians saw their mighty onewas
dead, and fled.

52 Andthemenof Israel and
of Judah rose and shouted and ran
after the Palestinians until you
come to the valley and to the
gates of Ekron. And the polluted
of the Palestinians fell down by
the way to Shaaraim, even to
Gath and to Ekron.

53 Andthechildrenof Israel
turned back from flaming out af-
ter the Palestinians, and they
plundered their camp.
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54 And David took the head
of the Palestinian, and brought it
to Jerusalem; and he put his
weaponsin histent.

55 And when Saul saw
David go out to meet the Pales-
tinian, he said to Abner, the cap-
tain of the host, Whose sonisthis
youth, Abner? And Abner said,
Asyour soul lives, Ohking, | do
not know by seeing.

56 Andthekingsaid, Youin-
quirewhose sonistheyoung man.

57 And David turned back
from striking the Palestinian, and
Abner took him, and brought him
before the face of Saul, and the
head of the Palestinian in his
hand.

58 And Saul said to him,
Whose son areyou, young man?
And David said, The son of your
servant, Jesse, the Bethlehemite.

CHAPTER 18

1 Anditwas whenheended
speaking to Saul, that the soul of
Jonathan was bound with the soul
of David, and Jonathan loved him
ashisownsoul.

2 And Saul took him that
day, and did not give in for him
to turn back to the house of his
father.

3 AndJonathan and David
cut acovenant, because heloved
him as his own soul.

4 And Jonathan stripped
himself of the robe that was on
him, and gave it to David, and
hisgarments, with hissword, and
hisbow, and hisgirdle.
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5 AndDavidwent out every-
where Saul sent him, and wasin-
telligently successful; and Saul put
him over themen of war, andit was
goodintheeyesof al the people,
and alsointheeyesof Saul’sser-
vants.

6 Anditwasasthey came,
when David was turned back
from striking the Palestinian, that
thewomen came out from all the
cities of Israel with singing and
the dance to meet king Saul with
tambourines with joy and with
triangled instruments.

7 And the women - those
laughingin play - answered, and
said, Saul has struck his thou-
sands, and David his ten thou-
sands.

8 And it burned Saul ex-
ceedingly, and thisword wasevil
inhiseyes, and hesaid, They have
given to David ten thousands,
and to me they have given thou-
sands; and what moreisthereto
give him? Only thekingdom!

9 Anditwas, Saul jedoudy
eyed David fromthat day and for-
ward.

10 And it was on the next
day, that the evil spirit from God
prospered upon Saul, and he
prophesied in the midst of the
house; and David was playing
with hishand, asday by day; and
the spear wasin Saul’shand.

11 And Saul threw the spear,
and said, | will strike David even
to the wall. And David circled
around from his face several
strokes.
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12 And Saul wasafraid of the
face of David, because Jehovah
was with him, and he had turned
away from Saul.

13 And Saul turned him
away from himself, and put him
as his captain over a thousand,
and he went out and camein be-
foretheface of the people.

14 And Davidwasinall his
waysintelligently successful, and
Jehovah waswith him.

15 And Saul saw that hewas
very intelligently successful, and
was afraid of him.

16 And all Israel and Judah
loved David, because hewent out
and camein beforetheir face.

17 And Saul said to David,
Behold my older daughter
Merab! | will give her toyou for
awife; only, you befor meason
of resources, and devour in the
battles of Jehovah. And Saul said,
My hand shall not be upon him,
but the hand of the Palestinians
will be upon him.

18 And David said to Saul,
Who am|1? And what ismy life,
my father’'sfamily in Israel, that
| should besoninlaw totheking?

19 Anditwas, at thetimeto
give Merab, the daughter of Saul,
to David, that she was given to
Adriel, the Meholathite, for a
wife.

20 And Michal, the daugh-
ter of Saul, loved David, and they
caused it to stand out boldly to
Saul, and the word wasright in
hiseyes.
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21 AndSaul said, I will give
her to him, and shewill beasnare
to him, and the hand of the Pal-
estinianswill beagainst him. And
Saul said to David, you shall be
my son in law double today.

22 And Saul commanded his
servants, saying, Speak to David
in secret, and say, Behold, the
kingisinclinedtoyou, andall his
servantsloveyou; and at thistime
be sonin law to the king.

23 And Saul’s servants
spoke those words in the ears of
David. And David said, Is it a
light thing in your eyesto be son
in law to the king, and | a poor
man, and lightly esteemed?

24 And the servants of Saul
caused it to stand out boldly to
him, saying, David has spoken ac-
cording to these words.

25 And Saul said, You shall
say thus to David, There is no
desireintheking in bride-price,
but in ahundred foreskins of the
Palestinians, to be avenged on
those hating the king. And Saul
calculated to cause David to fall
by the hand of the Palestinians.

26 And his servants caused
these words to stand out boldly
to David, and it was the right
word in the eyes of David to be
son in law to the king. And the
dayswerenot fulfilled,

27 And David rose, and
walked, he and his men, and
struck of the Palestinians two
hundred men; and David brought
their foreskins, andinfull, tothe
king, tobesoninlaw totheking.
And Saul gave him Michal, his
daughter, for awife.

28 And Saul saw, and knew
by seeing that Jehovah waswith
David, and Michal, the daughter
of Saul, loved him.

29 And Saul wasmoreafraid
of David still, and Saul was hat-
ing David al the days.

30 And the commanders of
the Palestinians came out; and it
was, as often as they came out,
that David wasmoreintelligently
successful than all the servants of
Saul, and his name was very

heavy.

CHAPTER 19

1 And Saul spoke to
Jonathan, his son, and to al his
servants, to kill David.

2 And Jonathan, the son of
Saul, inclined strongly to David,
and Jonathan caused it to stand
out boldly to David, saying, Saul,
my father, is seeking to kill you;
at thistime, please, hedge your-
self about in the dawn, and sit
down under cover, and hideyour-
f;

3 Andlwill goout,andstand
at thehand of my father inthefield
where you are there, and | will
spesk of youto my father; and shdl
seewhat hesays, and | will cause
it to stand out boldly to you.

4 And Jonathan spoke good
of Davidto Saul, hisfather,and sad
to him, Do not let the king sin
against hisservant, against David,
because he hasnot sinned against
you, and because hisworks have
been exceedingly good for you;
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5 Heputhissoul inthepam
of hishand, and struck the Pales-
tinian, and Jehovah did agrest de-
liverancefor all Isragl; you saw it,
and rejoiced; why will you sin
againg innocent bloodtokill David
for noreason?

6 And Saul attentively
heard the voice of Jonathan, and
Saul swore, Jehovah lives! He
shall not bekilled.

7 And Jonathan called
David, and Jonathan caused all
these words to stand out boldly
to him. And Jonathan brought
Davidto Saul, and hewasbefore
his face, as yesterday and day
before yesterday.

8 Andagaintherewaswar,
and David went out, and de-
voured the Palestinians, and
struck them a great blow; and
they fled from hisface.

9 And the evil spirit from
Jehovah wason Saul, and hewas
sitting in hishouse, and his spear
in hishand; and David was play-
ing with hishand.

10 And Saul sought to strike
David through with the spear,
eventothewall, and he split away
fromthefaceof Saul, and hestruck
the spear into thewall; and David
fled, and escaped that night.

11 Saul also sent messengers
to the house of David to hedge
him about, and to kill him at
dawn; and Michal, his wife,
caused it to stand out boldly to
David, saying, If you do not
cause your soul to escape to-
night, tomorrow you will be
killed.
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Saud tries to kill David but be escapes

12 And Michal descended
David through awindow, and he
walked, and fled, and escaped.

13 And Michal took a fam-
ily healingimage, and put itinthe
bed, and put a plaiting of goats
hair for his headpiece, and cov-
ered it with acover.

14 Andwhen Saul sent mes-
sengers to take David, she said,
Heisworn out.

15 And Saul sent the mes-
sengers to see David, saying,
Cause him to ascend in the bed
to me, to kill him.

16 Andthemessengerscame
in, and behold, thefamily healing
imagewasinthebed, and aplait-
ing of goats hair hisheadpiece.

17 And Saul saidto Michal,
Why have you so hurt me, and
have sent away the one hating
me, and he is escaped? And
Michal answered Saul, Hesaid to
me, Send me away; why should |
kill you?

18 And David fled, and es-
caped, and came to Samuel at
Ramah, and caused to stand out
boldly to him all that Saul had
doneto him. And he and Samuel
walked and sat downin Naioth.

19 And it was caused to
stand out boldly to Saul, saying,
Behold, David is at Naioth in
Ramah.

20 And Saul sent messen-
gersto take David, and they saw
the assembly of the prophets
prophesying, and Samuel stand-
ing stationed over them, and the
Spirit of God was upon the mes-
sengers of Saul, and they also
prophesied.
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21 Andthey causedittostand
out boldly to Saul, and hesent other
messengers, and they prophesied
also. And again Saul sent messen-
gersthethirdtime, and they proph-
eseddso.

22 And hewalked, even he,
to Ramah, and came to a great
cisternwhichisin Sechu; and he
inquired, and said, What place
are Samuel and David?And one
said, Behold, inNaiothin Ramah.

23 And he walked there to
Naioth in Ramah, and the Spirit
of God was upon him, him also,
and he walked, walking, and
prophesied, until he came into
Naioth in Ramah.

24 And hestripped off, even
he, his clothes, and prophesied
before the face of Samuel also,
and fell down naked all that day
and all that night. Thereforethey
say, Is Saul also among the
prophets?

CHAPTER 20

1 And David fled from
Naioth in Ramah, and came, and
said before the face of Jonathan,
What havel done?Whatismy in-
iquity?Andwhat ismy sinbefore
the face of your father, that he
searchesfor my soul ?

2 And he said to him, Far
beit fromyoul! You shall not dig;
behold, my father will do no
word, great or small word, and
not reveal it to my ear; and why
should my father hide from me
thisword? Thisis nothing.

3 And David swore again,
and said, Knowing, your father
knows by seeing that there is
gracetoward meinyour eyes, and
he says, Do not let Jonathan know
thislest hebegrieved; however, as
Jehovah livesand asyour soul lives
thereisbut astep between meand
desth.

4 And Jonathan said to
David, Whatever your soul says,
| will also do it for you.

5 And David said to
Jonathan, Behold, the new moon
istomorrow, and | sitting, should
stwiththekingto eat; but send me
away, and | shall behiddeninthe
field until thethird day at dusk.

6 Ifvigting, yourfahervigts
for me, then say, David requesting,
requested of me to run to
Bethlehem, his city, because the
sacrifice of thedaysistherefor al
thefamily.

7 If hesayslikethis, Good!
Peace to your servant. And if
burning, he burns, know by see-
ingthat evil isafinished planwith
him.

8 And you shall do mercy
toyour servant, becauseyou have
brought your servant into a cov-
enant of Jehovah with you, and
if thereisinmeiniquity, youkill me,
becausewhy should you bring this
toyour father?

9 AndJonathansaid, Far be
it from you! Becauseif knowing,
| knew by seeing that evil werea
finished plan with my father to
come upon you, thenwould | not
cause it to stand out boldly to
you?
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10 And David said to
Jonathan, Who shall cause it to
stand out boldly to me? Or what
if your father answersyou hard?
11 And Jonathan said to
David, Walk, and let us go out
intothefield. And they went out,
the two of them, into the field.

12 And Jonathan said to
David, Jehovah God of Israel!
Because | will search out my fa-
ther this time tomorrow, or the
third day, and behold, if itisgood
toward David, and will | not send
toyou, and reveal it to your ear?

13 May Jehovah do so to
Jonathan and more, but if it is
good to my father for evil upon
you, then | will uncover it to your
ear, and send you away, and you
shall walk in peace; and Jehovah
be with you as he was with my
father.

14 And not only while | am
yet diveyou shall dowith methe
mercy of Jehovah that | do not
dig

15 But you shall not cut off
your mercy from my house for-
ever, not even when Jehovah has
cut off those hating David, every
man, from the face of the soil.

16 So Jonathan cut a cov-
enant with the house of David:
Let Jehovah search it out at the
hand of those hating David.

17 And again Jonathan
caused David to swear, because
heloved him - because asthelove
of hisown soul, heloved him.

18 AndJonathansaidto him,
Tomorrow isthe new moon, and
you shall bevisited, becauseyour
seat will bevisited.
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19 And the third day you
shall descend exceedingly, and
come to the place there where
you hid yourself the day of the
deed'®, and shall sit down by the
stone Ezdl.

20 AndI will causethreear-
rows to flow on the side, as
though | sent out at someone
guarded in prison.

21 Andbehold, | will senda
young man: Walk, find the ar-
rows. If saying, | say to theyoung
man, Behold, thearrowsarefrom
you, and here, take them; then
you come, becausethereispeace
to you, and there exists not a
word?!. Jehovah lives!

22 Andif | say totheyoung
man likethis, Behold, thearrows
are to the distance beyond you;
walk your way, because Jehovah
has sent you away.

23 And the word which we
have spoken, | and you, behold,
Jehovah is between you and me
forever.

24 AndDavidwashiddenin
the field, and it was the new
moon, and the king sat down to
the food to eat.

25 Andthekingsat uponhis
seat, asstroke by stroke?®, onthe
seat by the wall, and Jonathan
rose, and Abner sat by the side
of Saul, and David's place was
visited.

19 20:19 the day of the deed, meaning the day
when David hid before, and when Jonathan con-
sulted with hisfather, 19:2; 20:41.

2120:21 thereexists not a word, meaning not a
word of thisreported evil from Saul which David
so strongly feared. Jonathan was not yet convinced
that hisfather was actually tryingtokill David.
% 20:25 as stroke by stroke, means the usual

routine that takes place, each onetaking his nor-
mal seat at thetable, etc.
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26 And Saul did not speak a
speck that day, because he said,
Something has happened to him;
heisnot clean; because heisnot
clean.

27 And it was on the next
day, the second day of the new
moon, and David’'splacewasvis-
ited; and Saul said to Jonathan,
his son, Why does the son of
Jesse not come to the food, both
yesterday and today?

28 And Jonathan answered
Saul, Requesting, David re-
guested of me to go to
Bethlehem;

29 And he said, Send me
away, please, because a family
sacrificeisto usin the city, and
my brother himself has com-
manded me; and now, if thereis
gracetoward meinyour eyes, let
me escape, please, and see my
brothers. Therefore he did not
cometo thetable of theking.

30 Then Saul’s nostrils
burned against Jonathan, and he
said to him, Son of crooked re-
belliousness! Do | not know by
seeing that you are choosing the
son of Jesse to your shame, and
to the shame of the nakedness of
your mother?

31 Because all the daysthe
son of Jesse lives upon the soil
you shall not be set up, you and
your kingdom. At thistimesendand
take him to mebecauseheisason
of death.

32 And Jonathan answered
Saul, hisfather, and said to him,
Why shall he bekilled? What has
he done?
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33 And Saul threw aspear at
him to strike him, and Jonathan
knew by seeing that it was com-
pletewith hisfather tokill David.

34 And Jonathan rose from
the table with his nostrils burn-
ing, and did not eat food on the
second day of the new moon,
because he was grieved for
David, because hisfather had re-
proached him.

35 And it was in the dawn,
that Jonathan went out into the
field at the appointed meeting
with David, and a little young
man with him.

36 And hesaidto hisyoung
man, Run, find, please, the ar-
rowswhich | causeto flow. And
asthe young man ran, he caused
an arrow to flow crossing over
him.

37 Andtheyoung man came
to the place of the arrow which
Jonathan had caused to flow, and
Jonathan called after the young
man, and said, Is not the arrow
to the distance beyond you?

38 And Jonathan called af-
ter the young man, Quickly,
hurry, do not stand still. And
Jonathan’s young man picked up
thearrows, and cameto hismas-
ter.

39 Andtheyoungmandidnot
know by seeing a speck; only
Jonathan and David knew the
word.

40 And Jonathan gave his
weapons to his young man, and
saidto him, Walk! Gotothecity.
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41 And the young man was
gone, and David rose out from
Ezel toward the Negev, and fell
on his nostrils to the earth, and
prostrated himself three times,
and they kissed each man his
friend, and each man wept with
his friend, while David wept
greatly.

42 And Jonathan said to
David, Walk in peace since we
have sworn, thetwo of us, inthe
name of Jehovah, saying, Jeho-
vah shall be between meand you,
and between my seed and your
seed forever. And he rose, and
walked, and Jonathan went into
thecity.

CHAPTER 21

1 And David went to Nob
to Ahimelech, the priest, and
Ahimelech trembled at meeting
David; and said to him, Why are
you separate, and no man with
you?

2 And David said to
Ahimelech, the priest, The king
commanded me a word, and he
said to me, Do not let a man
know by seeing a speck of the
word about which | send you, and
which I command you; and |
caused my young men to know
to go to such and such a place.

3 And a thistime what is
under your hand? Give me five
loaves of bread in my hand, or
whatever comes forth.

4 And the priest answered
David, and said, Thereisno un-
consecrated bread under my
hand, because thereis only holy
bread; if only theyoung men have
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hedged themselves about from
women.

5 AndDavid answered the
priest, and said to him, No,
women have been hedged about
from us yesterday and the day
before yesterday, since | came
out, and the vessels of the young
men are holy; although the way
isunconsecrated, surely today it
issanctified in the vessels.

6 And the priest gave to
him the holy bread, becausethere
was no bread there except the
bread of his face, which was
turned from before the face of
Jehovah, to put hot bread in the
day it was taken away.

7 And acertain man of the
servants of Saul wasthere onthat
day, enclosed before the face of
Jehovah; and hisnamewas Doeg,
an Edomite, the mightiest of the
shepherds which were to Saul.

8 And David said to
Ahimelech, Andistherenot here
under your hand spear or sword?
Because both my sword and my
weapons | have not taken in my
hand, because the word of the
king was urgent.

9 And the priest said, The
sword of Goliath, the Palestinian,
whom you struck inthevalley of
Elah, behold, it is wrapped in a
cloth behind the ephod; if youwill
takeit for yoursdlf, takeit, because
thereisno other except that. And
Davidsaid, Thereisnothinglikeit;
giveittome.

10 AndDavidrose, andfled
that day from the face of Saul,
and went to Achish, the king of
Gath.
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11 Andtheservantsof Achish
saidto him, Isnot thisDavid, the
king of theland?Isit not thisone
of whomthey answered oneto an-
other in dances, saying, Saul has
gtruck histhousands, and David his
ten thousands?

12 AndDavid put thesewords
inhisheart, and greatly feared the
face of Achish, theking of Gath.

13 Andhefolded histastein
their eyes, and shined asfoolish
in their hands, and scratched on
the doors of the gate, and let his
salivadescend upon hisbeard.

14 And Achish said to his
servants, Lo, you see the man
raves insanely; why have you
brought himtome?

15 Aml without ravinginsane
menthat you have brought thisone
toraveinsanely against me? Shall
thisone comeinto my house?

CHAPTER 22

1 And David walked from
there, and escaped to the cave
Adullam; and hisbrothers, and al
his father’s house attentively
heard, and they descended to him
there.

2 And every man in dis-
tress, and every one who was
obligated in debt, and every man
bitter in soul, gathered them-
selvesto him; and he became cap-
tain over them; and therewerewith
him about four hundred men.

3 AndDavidwakedthereto
Mizpeh of Moab, and he said to
the king of Moab, Let my father
and my mother, please, come out
with you, until I know by seeing
what God will dofor me.

4 Andheledthem beforethe
face of theking of Moab, and they
sat downwithhimall thedaysthat
David wasinthestronghold.

5 Andtheprophet Gad said
to David, Do not stay set down
inthe stronghold; walk, and come
yourself into the land of Judah.
And David walked, and came
into the forest of Hareth.

6 And Saul attentively
heard that David was known by
being seen, and themenwho were
with him, and Saul wassittingin
Gibeah under atreein Ramah, his
spear in hishand, and all hisser-
vantsstationed about him;

7 And Saul said to his ser-
vants stationed about him, Atten-
tively hear now, Benjamites; will
the son of Jesse give fields and
vineyards to al of you, and put
all of you captains of thousands,
and captainsof hundreds?

8 Because dl of you have
bound yourselves together
against me, and none was uncov-
ering my ear that my son has cut
a covenant with the son of Jesse,
and none of you has rubbed me,
or uncovered to me that my son
has raised up my servant against
meto lieinwait thisday?

9 And Doeg, the Edomite,
answered, and he was stationed
over the servants of Saul, and
said, | saw the son of Jesse com-
ing to Nob, to Ahimelech, the son
of Ahitub.

10 And heinquired of Jeho-
vah for him, and gave him food,
and gave him the sword of
Goliath, the Palestinian.
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11 And the king sent to call
Ahimelech, theson of Ahitub, the
priest, and all hisfather’s house,
the priestswho werein Nob, and
they came, all of themto theking.

12 And Saul said, Atten-
tively hear now, son of Ahitub.
And he said, Lo, my lord.

13 And Saul said to him,
Why have you bound yourselves
together against me, you and the
son of Jesse, by your giving to
him bread, and asword, and have
inquired of God for him, to rise
against metolieinwait thisday?

14 ThenAhimeechanswered
theking, and said, And who among
al your servantsis so faithful as
David, and soninlaw to theking,
andturnsat your audience, andis
heavy in honor inyour house?

15 Today | begantoinquireof
God for him? Beit far from me!
Do not let the king put a word
against hisservant, nor against all
the house of my father, because
your servant knew not aword of
al this, littleor gredt.

16 Andthekingsaid, Dying,
you shall die, Ahimelech, you,
and all the house of your father.

17 And the king said to the
runners stationed about him,
Turn around, and kill the priests
of Jehovah, because their hand
also is with David, and because
they knew by seeing that he was
fleeing, and did not uncover it to
my ear. But the servants of the
king did not breathein agreement
to send out their hand to impinge
upon the priests of Jehovah.
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18 AndthekingsaidtoDoeg,
Youturnaround, andimpingeupon
thepriests. And Doeg, theEdomite,
turned around, and he impinged
uponthepriests, and killed on that
day eghty-fivemen bearingalinen
ephod.

19 And he struck Nob, the
city of the priests, with themouth
of the sword, from men even to
women, children even to suck-
lings, and cattle, and donkeys,
and flock animals, with the mouth
of the sword.

20 Andonesonof Ahimeech,
theson of Ahitub, namedAbiathar,
escaped, and hefled after David.

21 And Abiathar caused to
stand out boldly to David that
Saul had fatally struck the priests
of Jehovah.

22 And David said to
Abiathar, | knew by seeing that
day, because Doeg, the Edomite,
was there, that he, causing it to
stand out, would causeit to stand
out boldly to Saul; | have caused
to turn around upon myself al the
souls of the house of your father.

23 Youstdownwithme; do
not fear, because he who seeks
my soul seeksyour soul, but with
meyou shall be safely guarded.
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CHAPTER 23

1 Andthey causedittostand
out boldly to David, saying, Lo, the
Palestinians devour Keilah, and
they plunder thethreshingfloors.

2 AndDavidinquired of Je-
hovah, saying, Shall | walk, and
strikethese Palestinians? And Je-
hovah said to David, Walk, and
strike the Palestinians, and save
Keilah.

3 And the men of David
sadtohim, Lo, weareafraid here
in Judah; how much more if we
walk to Keilah to the armies of
the Palestinians?

4 AndagainDavidinquired
more of Jehovah. And Jehovah
answered him, and said, Rise, de-
scend to Keilah, because | will
givethePdediniansintoyour hand.

5 And David and his men
went to Keilah, and devoured the
Palestinians, and drove away
their cattle, and struck them a
great blow. And David saved the
inhabitantsof Keilah.

6 And it was, when
Abiathar the son of Ahimelech
fledto David to Keilah, an ephod
descended with himin his hand.

7 Anditwascausedto stand
out boldly to Saul that David had
come to Keilah. And Saul said,
God has caused him to be recog-
nized to give himinto my hand,
becauseheisshutinby goinginto
acity with gatesand bar.

8 And Saul caused al the
peopleto attentively hear to come
to war to descend to Keilah to
pressasiegeagainst Davidand his
men.

9 AndDavid knew by see-
ing that Saul wasfabricating evil
against him, and he said to
Abiathar, the priest, Bring near
the ephod.

10 AndDavidsaid, OhJeho-
vah God of Israel, hearing atten-
tively, your servant hasattentively
heard that Saul seeksto cometo
Kellah, to destroy the city on ac-
count of me.

11 Will the men of Keilah
shut me up into his hand? Will
Saul descend, what your servant
has attentively heard? Oh Jeho-
vah God of Israel, please, cause
it to stand out boldly to your ser-
vant. And Jehovah said, He will
descend.

12 And David said, Will the
men of Keilah shut meup and my
men into the hand of Saul? And
Jehovah said, They will shut you
up.

13 And David and his men
rose, about six hundred men, and
went out of Keilah, and walked
wherever they could walk. And
it was caused to stand out boldly
to Saul that David escaped from
Keilah; and he ceased to go out.

14 AndDavidsat downinthe
desert inthe strongholds, and sat
downinamountaininthedesert of
Ziph. And Saul searched for him
all thedays, but God did not give
himinto hishand.

15 And David saw that Saul
had come out to seek his soul,
and David was in the desert of
Ziphinaforest.
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16 And Jonathan the son of
Saul rose, and walked to David
intheforest, and he strengthened
hishandin God.

17 Andhesaidtohim, Donot
fear, becausethe hand of Saul, my
father, shall not find you; and you
shall reignover Israel, and | shall
be second to you; and also Saul,
my father, knowsby seeingitisso.

18 And they cut, the two of
them, acovenant before theface
of Jehovah, and David sat down
in the forest, and Jonathan
walked to his house.

19 And the Ziphites as-
cended to Saul at Gibeah, saying,
Isnot David hiding himself with
usinstrongholdsintheforest, in
the hill of Hachilah, whichisto-
ward the Negev from Jeshimon?

20 Atthistime, according to
all the longing of your soul, Oh
king, descending, descend, and
itisfor usto shut himupintothe
hand of the king.

21 And Saul said, You are
blessed of Jehovah, because you
have spared mein pity.

22 Walk, please, set up
more, and know, and seehisplace
where is his foot, who has seen
himthere, becauseitissaidtome
that heisacunning smooth tree.

23 Andseeand know all the
hiding places there where he
hideshimself, and you turn back
to me with the set up, and | will
walk with you; and it shall be, if
he exists in the land, that | will
seek himthroughout all the thou-
sands of Judah.
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24 Andthey roseand walked
to Ziph beforethefaceof Saul, and
David and his men were in the
desert of Maon, in the desert on
the south of Jeshimon.

25 And Saul and his men
walked to search. And they
caused it to stand out boldly to
David, and he descended to the
lofty rock, and sat down in the
desert of Maon. And Saul atten-
tively heard, and he ran after
David in the desert of Maon.

26 And Saul walked on this
side of the mountain, and David,
and his men on that side of the
mountain; and David hurried in
fear towak from theface of Saul;
and Saul and his men encircled
David and hismento seizethem.

27 Andamessenger cameto
Saul, saying, Flow likeliquid, and
walk, because the Palestinians
have spread out in the land.

28 And Saul turned back
from running after David, and
walked against the Palestinians;
therefore they called that place
SelaHammah Lekoth.?8

29 And David ascended
from there, and sat down in
strongholds at En Gedi.?®

CHAPTER 24
1 And it was, when Saul
turned back from after the Pales-
tinians, that they caused it to
stand out boldly to him, saying,
Lo, David isin the desert of En
Gedi.

2 23:28 Rock of the Divisions
223:29 Eyeof aKid Goat
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2 And Saul took threethou-
sand chosen men out of al Isradl,
andwalked to seerch out Davidand
hismen uponthefaceof thestrong
rocksof theibex.

3 And he came to the en-
closures of flock animals on the
way, and there was a cave, and
Saul went in to entwine hisfeet;
and David and his men were sit-
ting in the recesses of the cave.

4 And the men of David
saidto him, Lo, theday of which
Jehovah said to you, Lo, | will
givetheone hating youinto your
hand, and you shall do to him
what is good in your eyes. And
David rose, and covertly cut off
the edge of the robe which was
on Saul.

5 Anditwasjust after, that
the heart of David struck him, be-
cause he had cut off the edge of
that which was Saul’s.

6 Andhesadtohismen, Far
beit fromme, by Jehovah, if | do
thiswordtomy lord, totheanointed
of Jehovah, to send out my hand
against him, because he is the
anointed of Jehovah.

7 And David tore his ser-
vantsfromtheir purposewiththe
words, and did not give in to
them to rise against Saul. And
Saul rose out of the cave, and
walked on hisway.

8 AndDavidrosejust after,
and walked out of the cave, and
called after Saul, saying, My lord,
theking. And Saul looked intently
behind him, and David bowed with
hisnostrilsto the earth, and pros-
trated himsdif.

9 And David said to Saul,
Why do you attentively hear the
words of men, saying, Lo, David
Is searching out to do you evil?

10 Lo, thisday-today - your
eyes have seen how Jehovah had
given you into my hand in the
cave; and one said to strike you
fatally, but | had covered for you;
and | said, | will not send out my
hand against my lord, because he
isthe anointed of Jehovah.

11 And my father, see, yes,
see the edge of your robe in my
hand, becauseinthat | cut off the
edge of your robe, and did not
strike you fatally, you know and
see that there does not exist in
my hand evil or transgression,
and | havenot sinned against you;
yet you lieinwait for my soul to
takeit.

12 Jehovah judge between
me and you, and Jehovah avenge
me of you; and my hand shall not
be on you.

13 Assaystheproverbof the
ancients from the east, Wrong
goes out from the condemned,
and my hand shall not be onyou.

14 After whom hastheking
of Israel come out? After whom
are you running? After a dead
dog? After oneflea?

15 AndJehovahisjudge, and
hasjudged between me and you,
and he sees, and defendsmy cause,
andjudges meout of your hand.

16 And it was, when David
had ended speaking these words
to Saul, that Saul said, Isthisyour
voice, my son David? And Saul
lifted up hisvoice, and wept.
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17 AndhesaidtoDavid, You

aremorerighteousthan |, because
you have done good to me, and |
have doneevil toyou.

18 And you have caused to
stand out boldly thisday how that
you have donegood by me; when
Jehovah had shut me into your
hand, you did not strike me fa-
tally.

19 Because aman finds the
one hating him, will hesend him
on his way with good? And Je-
hovah compl ete good to you af-
ter thisday - what you have done
to me.

20 And now, lo, | know by
seeing that reigning, you will
reign, and the kingdom of Isragl
will riseinyour hand.

21 And now swear to me by
Jehovah, that you shall not cut off
my seed after me, and that you
shall not desolate my name out
of the house of my father.

22 AndDavid sworeto Saul.
And Saul walked to his house,
and David and hismen ascended
to the stronghold.

CHAPTER 25

1 AndSamue died, andall
Israel gathered together, and
mourned for him, and buried him
inhishouseat Ramah. And David
rose, and descended to the desert
of Paran.

2 Andtherewasamanin
Maon, and his work in Carmel;
and the man was very great, and
he had three thousand sheep, and
athousand she goats; and hewas
shearing hisflock in Carmel.
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Saul talks to David and weeps; David sends men to Nabal

3 Andthenameof theman
was Nabal, and the name of his
wife, Abigail; and thewomanwas
good in intelligent success, and
of abeautiful form; and the man
was hard and evil in hisacts; and
he was a Calebite.

4 And David attentively
heard in the desert that Nabal
sheared hisflock.

5 And David sent out ten
young men, and David said to the
young men, Ascend to Carmel,
and go to Nabal, and inquire of
hispeacein my name;

6 Andsaytohimlikethis:
Lifeto you in peace, and to your
house, and to al that is yours,

peacel
7 And now, | have atten-
tively heard that there are shear-

ersto you; now, shepherdswhich
wereyours have beenwith us; we
did not reproach them, and al the
days they were in Carmel not a
speck was visited’” upon them.

8 Askyouryoungmen, and
they will cause it to stand out
boldly to you. And let there be
grace toward the young men in
your eyes, because we have come
iInagood day; give, please, what-
ever comesforthto your handto
your servants, and to your son
David.

7 25:7 visited upon them, pagad, visited is the
sameword used throughout the Biblefor official
visitsof mastersto their subjectsto conscript them,
to punish them, to blessthem, tofulfill aword that
was promised - whether by human master, or by
Jehovah God. David issaying that heand hismen
guarded Nabal’ s shepherdsand flocksin themoun-
tains, and never once visited those shepherds or
flocks to require pay for the protection they ren-
dered all those days. Thesewords set up the story
that shows that Nabal was hard and evil, and his
wife, Abigall, wasgoodinintelligent success 25:3.
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9 And the young men of
David came, and spoketo Nabal
according to all these words in
the name of David, and rested.

10 And Nabal answered the
servantsof David, and said, Who
isDavid? And who is the son of
Jesse? Today servants have mul-
tiplied who have broken away, a
man fromhismagter.

11 And| takemy bread, and
my water, and my meat that |
have daughtered for my shearers,
and giveit to men whose where-
abouts | have not known by see-
ingf?

12 And the young men of
David turned on their way, and
turned back, and came, and
caused to stand out boldly to him
all these words.

13 And David said to his
men, Every man gird on his
sword. And every man girded on
hissword, and David a so girded
on hissword; and there ascended
after David about four hundred
men; and two hundred sat down
by the supplies.

14 And one young man of
the youth caused it to stand out
boldly to Abigail, the wife of
Nabal, saying, David sent mes-
sengersout of the desert to bless
our master; and he swooped
down angrily upon them.

15 Andthemenwereexceed-
ingly good to us, and wewere not
reproached, and not a speck was
visited upon us,'® al thedayswe
walked with them, whilewewere
inthefidds.

15 25:15 not a speck was visited upon us,
see Note 25:7

1 SAMUEL 25
16 They havebeenawall to

us both by night and day, all the
days of our being with them
shepherding theflock.

17 Andnow know by seeing,
and seewhat youwill do, because
evil isfinished against our master,
and againg all hishouse; and heis
such a son of worthlessness to
speak to.

18 And Abigail flowed like
liquid, and took two hundred
loaves, and two skin bottles of
wine, and five sheep done, and
five measures of roasted grain,
and ahundred clustersof raisins,
and two hundred cakes of figs,
and put them on donkeys.

19 Andshesaidtoher young
men, Cross on before my face;
behold, I am coming after you.
And shedid not causeit to stand
out boldly to her husband, Nabal.

20 And it was, she was
riding on the donkey, and de-
scending by the cover of the
mountain, and behold, David and
his men were descending to meet
her; and she camein contact with
them.

21 And David had said,
Surely | have hedged about all
that istothismaninthedesert, so
that not aspeck wasvisited of all
that wasto himfor nothing, and he
hasturned back to meevil for good.

22 May God do to those hat-
ing Davidlikethis, and more aso,
if I leave of al that is his by the
dawn any that urinates against the

wall?2.

22 25:22 any that urinates against the
wall. This is the literal rendering of what
David said. He means that he is going to kill
al of Nabal's house that uses the toilet, sim-
ply meaning everyone.

50°)




1SAMUEL 25 | :
23 And Abigail saw David,

and sheflowed asliquid, and de-
scended from the donkey, and fell
on her nogtrilsto David on her face,
and prostrated hersdlf to the earth,

24 Andfdl a hisfeet,andsad,
Let theiniquity be upon me, me,
my lord! And pleaselet your maid-
servant speak inyour ears, and at-
tentively hear the words of your
maidservant!

25 Please, my lord, do not
put your heart toward this man
of worthlessness, Nabal, because
ashisname, soishe; Nabal ishis
name, and foolishness is with
him; and I, your maidservant, did
not seetheyoung men of my lord
whom you sent.

26 And now, my lord - Je-
hovah lives, and your soul lives-
inthat Jehovah hasrestrained you
from coming in with blood, and
has saved your hand for yourself
- and now, let be as Nabal those
hating you, and those seeking evil
to my lord.

27 And now this blessing
which your maidservant has
brought to my lord - and let it be
giventotheyoung menwhowalk
at the foot of my lord.

28 Lift, please, the trans-
gression of your maidservant,
because Jehovah making, will
makefor my lord afaithful house;
becausein the battles of Jehovah
my lord devours, and evil hasnot
beenfoundinyouall your days.

29 And man rises to pursue
you, and to seek your soul; and
the soul of my lord is bound in
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thebundleof lifewith Jehovahyour
God; and the souls of your en-
emies?Hedingsthemout fromthe
midst of the pam of thedling.

30 Andit shall be, when Je-
hovah has done to my lord ac-
cording to all the good that he
has spoken concerning you, and
has commanded you to be com-
mander over Isradl,

31 Andthisshdl notbeastum-
bling block toyou, or an hindrance
of heart tomy lord, either to shed
blood for no reason, or to savemy
lord himself; and Jehovah will do
good to my lord, and you will re-
member me, your maidservant.

32 AndDavidsaidtoAbigall,
Bless Jehovah God of Israel who
sent you thisday to meet me!

33 Andblessedisyour taste,
and bless you, who has shut me
off this day from coming to
blood, and saving my hand for
myself.

34 Onthecontrary, Jehovah
God of Israel liveswho has kept
me back from doing evil to you.
Unless you had flowed like lig-
uid, and had come to meet me,
truly there would not have been
left to Nabal by the light of the
dawn any urinating against the
wall.

35 And David took from her
hand what she had brought him,
and said to her, Ascend in peace
to your house; see, | have atten-
tively heard your voice, and have
lifted your face.



Abigail comes to David; Jehovah struck Nabal; Saul pursues David 1 SAM UEL 26

36 And Abigail came to
Nabal, and lo, he drank in his
housethedrinking of aking; and
Nabal’s heart was feeling good
within him, and hewasvery drunk;
and shedid not causeaword, less
or more, to stand out boldly tohim
until thelight of thedawn.

37 Anditwasinthedawn, the
wine had gone out of Nabal, and
his wife caused these words to
stand out boldly to him; and his
heart died within him, and he be-
cameasastone.

38 And it was in about ten
days, and Jehovah struck Nabal,
and hedied.

39 And David attentively
heard that Nabal had died, and
he said, Bless Jehovah, who has
defended the controversy of my
reproach from the hand of Nabal,
and has kept back his servant
from evil; and Jehovah hasturned
back the evil of Nabal upon his
head. And David sent, and spoke
with Abigail, to take her to him-
sdf forawife.

40 Andtheservantsof David
came to Abigail to Carmel, and
spoketo her, saying, David sent us
to you, to take you to him for a
wife

41 And she rose, and pros-
trated herself with her nostrilsto
the earth, and said, Behold, your
mai dservant reachesout asafam-
ily servant to wash thefeet of the
servants of my lord.

42 And Abigail flowed as
liquid, and rose, and rode upon a
donkey, with five of her young
women who walked on foot after

her; and shewalked after themes-
sengers of David, and became a
wifetohim.

43 And Davidtook Ahinoam
of Jezred, and they wereboth, the
two of them, hiswives.

44 And Saul hadgivenMichd,
hisdaughter, David swife, to Phalti
the son of Laish, who was of
Gdlim.

CHAPTER 26

1 AndtheZiphitescameto
Saul to Gibeah, saying, Is not
David hiding himself inthehill of
Hachilah, before the face of
Jeshimon?

2 And Saul rose, and de-
scended to the desert of Ziph, and
with him three thousand chosen
men of |sradl, to search out David
in the desert of Ziph.

3 And Saul pitched in the
hill of Hachilah, whichisbefore
theface of Jeshimon, by theway.
And David sat downinthedesert,
and he saw that Saul came after
himinto thedesert.

4 And David sent out men
to walk as spies, and to know by
seeing that Saul had come to set
up.

5 And David rose, and
cameto the place where Saul had
pitched; and David saw the place
where Saul lay down, and Abner
the son of Ner, the commander
of hishost; and Saul lay downin
thetrench, and the people pitched
around him.

6 And David answered,
and said to Ahimelech, the
Hittite, and to Abishai, the son
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of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, say-

ing, Whowill descend withmeto
Saul to the camp? And Abishai
said, | will descendwithyou.

7 And David and Abishai
cameto the people by night, and
lo, Saul lay down sleeping in the
trench, and his spear piercedinto
theearth a hisheadrest; and Abner
and the people lay down around
him.

8 AndAbisha saidtoDavid,
God hasshut up theone hatingyou
into your hand thisday; and now,
please let me strike him with the
spear to the earth one stroke, and
| will not strikehimagain.

9 AndDavidsadtoAbisha,
Do not destroy him, becausewho
can send out his hand against the
anointed of Jehovah, and beclean?

10 AndDavidsaid, Jehovah
lives! Because when Jehovah
strikeshim, or hisday shall come
and he dies, or he shall descend
into battle and be scraped away -

11 Far beit from me, by Je-
hovah, that | should send out my
hand against the anointed of Je-
hovah! And now take, please, the
spear that is at his headrest, and
the platter of water, and wewalk
away.
12 And Davidtook the spear
and the platter of water from the
headrest of Saul, and they walked
away, and none saw, and none
knew by seeing, and none awoke,
becausethey wereall adeep - be-
cause adeep sleep from Jehovah
had fallen over them.
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13 AndDavid crossed over to
theoppositeside, and stood onthe
head of ahill far off, agreat space
between them;

14 And David called to the
people and to Abner the son of
Ner, saying, Do you not answer,
Abner? And Abner answered,
and said, Who areyou, callingto
theking?

15 AndDavid saidtoAbner,
Are you not aman? And who is
likeyouinlsrael? And why have
you not hedged about your lord,
theking?- Becausetherecamein
one of the people to destroy the
king, your lord.

16 Thisis not a good word
which you have done. Jehovah
lives! Because you are a son of
death, in that you have not
hedged about your lord, the
anointed of Jehovah. And now,
seewheretheking's spear isand
the platter of water that was at
hisheadrest.

17 And Saul recognized as
strange David's voice, and said,
Isthisyour voice, my son, David?
And David said, My voice, my
lord, Oh king!

18 And he said, Why this?
My lord runs after his servant!
Because, what have | done? Or
what inmy handisevil?

19 And at this time atten-
tively hear, please, my lord, the
king, thewords of his servant. If
Jehovah has prodded you against
me, let him smell an offering; and
if thechildren of men haveincited
you, cursed are they before the
face of Jehovah, because they
have driven me out this day,
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scraping me out from theinherit-
ance of Jehovah, saying, Walk,
serve other gods.

20 And now, do not let my
blood fall to the earth in front of
the face of Jehovah, because the
king of Israel has come out to
search for one flea, aswhen one
runsafter apartridgein the moun-
tans.

21 And Saul said, | have
sinned; turn back, my son, David,
because | will not do evil to you
any more, because my soul was
heavy in valuein your eyesthis
day; behold, | have beenfoolish,
and have strayed in abundance
exceedingly.

22 And David answered,
and said, Behold theking's spear!
And let one of the young men
crossover and takeit.

23 Jehovah turn back to ev-
ery man hisrighteousnessand his
firmfaithful ness, sincethat Jeho-
vah gave you into my hand to-
day, and | did not breathe in
agreement to send out my hand
against the anointed of Jehovah.

24 Andbehold, that your soul
thisday wasgreat inimportance
inmy eyes, solet my soul begreat
inimportanceintheeyesof Jeho-
vah, and let him snatch me out of
al distress.

25 And Saul said to David,
Bless you, my son, David. Both
doing, you shall do, and also be-
ing able, you shall be able. And
David walked on his way, and
Saul turned back to his place.

CHAPTER 27

1 And David said to his
heart, Now | shall be scraped off
one day by the hand of Saul.
Nothing isbetter for methan that
| should escape into the land of
the Palestinians; and Saul shall de-
gpair of me, to search for me any
moreinany border of Isragl, and |
shall escape out of hishand.

2 And David rose, and he
crossed over, hewith thesix hun-
dred men who were with him, to
Achish, the son of Maoch, king of
Gath.

3 AndDavidsat downwith
Achish at Gath, he and his men,
every manwith hishouse; David
with histwo wives, Ahinoam, the
Jezredlitess, and Abigall, thewife
of Nabal, the Carmelitess.

4 And it was caused to
stand out boldly to Saul that
David had fled to Gath, and he
did not again any more search for
him.

5 AndDavidsadtoAchish,
Pleasg, if thereisgracetoward me
inyour eyes, let them giveme a
placein onetown in the country,
that | may sit down there, for why
should your servant St downinthe
royd city withyou?

6 Andthesameday Achish
gave him Ziklag; just so Ziklag
existsto the kings of Judah until
thisday.

7 And the number of days
that David sat down in the coun-
try of the Palestinianswasa year
of days and four new moons.
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And David and his men
ascended and spread out in hostile
array towardsthe Geshurites, and
the Gezrites, and the Amal ekites,
becausethoseweretheinhabitants
of the land always as you go to
Shur, and asfar astheland of Egypt.

9 AndDavidstruck theland,
and did not leave alive man nor
woman, andtook theflock animals,
andthecattle, and thedonkeys, and
the camels, and the clothing, and
turned back, and cametoAchish.

10 AndAchish said, Where
haveyou spread out in hostile ar-
ray today? And David said,
Against the Negev of Judah, and
against the Negev of the
Jerahmeelites, and against the
Negev of the Kenites.

11 And David did not save
alive man and woman, to bring
to Gath, saying, L est they should
causeto stand out boldly against
us, saying, David didlikethis; and
hisjudgment waslikethisall the
dayswhile he dwelt in the coun-
try of thePaegtinians.

12 And Achish believed
David, saying, Making himself
stink, he has made himself stink
to hispeople, Isragl, and he shall
be my servant always.

CHAPTER 28

1 Anditwasinthosedays,
that the Palestinians gathered
their camps together for a host
todevour Israel. And Achish said
to David, Knowing, know by see-
ing, that you shall go out withme
in the camp, you and your men.
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2 AndDavidsadtoAchish,
Surely you shall know by seeing
what your servant does. And
Achishsaidto David, So | will put
you to hedge about my head all
days.

3 And Samued died, and al
Israel mourned for him, and bur-
ied himin Ramah, inhisown city.
And Saul had caused those who
channel® and the occult false
prophets to depart out of the
land.

4  AndthePdegtiniansgath-
ered themselves together, and
came, and pitched in Shunem; and
Saul gathered all Israel together,
andthey pitchedin Gilboa.

5 And Saul saw the camp of
the Palestinians, and hewasafraid,
and hisheart trembled exceedingly.

6 AndSaul inquired of Jeho-
vah, and Jehovah did not answer
him - neither by dreams, nor by
Urim, nor by prophets.

7 And Saul said to his ser-
vants, Search out for me a
woman lord who channels, that |
may walk to her, and tread to in-
quireof her. And hisservantssaid
to him, Behold, a woman lord
who channelsis at Endor.

8 And Saul searched co-
vertly, and put on other clothing,
and walked, he and two menwith
him, and they cameto thewoman
at night; and he said, Please seek
the future by magic for me by
channeling, and cause to ascend
to mewhom | say to you.

3 28:3 those who channel, obe. See Lev
19:26-31; Deu 18:9-16.
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9 And the woman said to
him, Behold, you know by see-
ing what Saul hasdoneinthat he
has cut off thosewho channel and
occult false prophets out of the
land; andwhy areyoulayingasnare
for my soul toget mekilled?

10 And Saul sworeto her by
Jehovah, saying, Jehovah lives!
No evil shall happen to you for
thisword.

11 Then the woman said,
Whom shall | causeto ascend to
you? And he said, Cause Samuel
to ascend to me.

12 And the woman saw
Samuel, and she screamed with a
great voice; and thewoman saidto
Saul, saying, Why have you de-
ceived me- and you are Saull!

13 And the king said to her,
Do not be afraid, because what
have you seen? And the woman
said to Saul, | have seen gods as-
cending out of the earth.

14 Andhesaidtoher, Inwhat
form?Andshesaid, Anoldmanis
ascending, and heiswrappedina
robe. And Saul knew by seeing that
it was Samuel, and he bowed with
hisnogtrilsto theground, and pros-
trated himsdif.

15 And Samuel saidto Saul,
Why have you agitated me, to
cause me to ascend? And Saul
said, | am pressed exceedingly,
because the Pal estinians devour
me, and God has turned away
from me, and does not answer me
any more, neither by the hand of
prophets, nor by dreams; and |
have called you, for you to make
meknow by seeingwhat | shall do.

16 AndSamud sad, Andwhy
do you ask of me, and Jehovah has
turned away fromyou, andisthe
onehatingyou?

17 AndJehovah hasdoneto
him what he spoke by my hand,
and Jehovah has torn the king-
dom out of your hand, and given
it to your neighbor, to David,

18 Becauseyou havenot at-
tentively heard the voice of Je-
hovah, and you have not donethe
burning of hisnostrilsuponAmalek
- therefore Jehovah hasdonethis
word to you thisday.

19 AndJehovahwill givels-
rael with you into the hand of the
Palestinians, and tomorrow you
and your sons shall be with me;
and Jehovah shall give the camp
of Israel into the hand of the Pal-
edinians

20 And Saul becameliquid,
andfel hisfull height tothe earth,
and was exceedingly afraid of the
wordsof Samuel; and no strength
was in him, because he had not
eatenfood al day and al night.

21 And the woman came to
Saul, and saw that he trembled
exceedingly, and saidto him, Be-
hold, your maidservant has atten-
tively heard your voice, and |
have put my soul in my palm, and
have attentively heard your
words which you spoke to me.

22 And now, please, atten-
tively hear the voice of your
maidservant, and let me put a
morsel of food before your face,
and eat that there may be power
inyouto causeyoutowalk onyour

way.
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23 Andherefused, and said,

| will not eat. And his servants,
together with the woman, broke
him down; and he attentively
heard their voice. And he rose
from the earth, and sat down on
the bed.

24 Andtothewomanwasa
stall fed steer in the house, and
sheflowed asliquid, and slaugh-
tered it, and took flour, and
kneaded, and baked unleavened
bread;

25 Andshebrought it before
the face of Saul and before the
faceof hisservants, and they ate.
Andthey roseup, and walked that
night.

CHAPTER 29

1 AndthePdediniansgath-
ered together al their camps to
Aphek, and Israel pitched by a
fountain whichisin Jezreel.

2 And the leaders of the
Pal estinians crossed over by hun-
dreds and by thousands, and
Davidand hismencrossed over last
withAchish.

3 And the commanders of
the Palestinians said, Why are
these Hebrewshere? And Achish
said to the commanders of the
Palegtinians, Isnot thisDavid, the
servant of Saul, the king of Is-
rael, who has been with methese
days, or these years, and | have
found not a speck in him since
the day he fell to me until this
day?

4 And the commanders of
the Palestiniansburst out in rage
against him, and the command-
ersof thePdegtinianssaidto him,
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Turning back, turn thisman back,
to hisplacetherewhereyou have
visited him, and he shall not de-
scend with us to battle, and not
betousan adversary inthebattle;
and how shall thisone satisfy his
debt to hismaster, if not with the
heads of these men?

5 IsnotthisDavid of whom
they answered one to another in
dances, saying, Saul struck his
thousands, and David his ten
thousands?

6 AndAchishcdled David,
and said to him, Jehovah lives!
Because you have been upright,
and your going out and your com-
inginwith meinthe campisgood
in my eyes, because | have not
foundinyou evil sincetheday of
your coming to meuntil thisday;
but inthe eyes of theleadersyou
arenot good.

7 And now turn back, and
walk in peace, and do not do evil
in the eyes of the leaders of the
Palestinians.

8 AndDavidsaidtoAchish,
Because what have | done, and
what isthere in your servant the
daysthat | have been beforeyour
faceuntil thisday, sothat | may not
goto devour thosehating my lord,
theking?

9 And Achish answered,
and said to David, | know by see-
ing that you are good in my eyes
- amessenger of God - only the
commanders of the Palestinians
have said, He shall not ascend
with ustothebattle.
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10 Andnow load upearlyin
the dawn with the servants of
your lord who have come with
you, and when you load up early
in the dawn, and thereislight to
you, walk.

11 AndDavidloaded upearly,
heand hismen, towak inthedawn,
to turn back into the land of the
Palestinians. And the Palestinians
ascended to Jezred.

CHAPTER 30

1 Anditwas, Davidand his
men cameto Ziklag on the third
day, and the Amalekites had
spread out in hostilearray toward
the Negev and Ziklag, and struck
Ziklag, and burned it with fire;

2 Andhad transported into
captivity the women who were
there; they did not kill any man
small or great, and drove them
away, and walked ontheir way.

3 And David and his men
came to the city, and behold, it
was burned with fire; and their
wives, and their sons, and their
daughters, were transported into
captivity.

4 AndDavidandthepeople
who werewith himlifted up their
voice and wept until therewasno
power to them to weep.

5 And the two wives of
David weretransported into cap-
tivity, Ahinoam, the Jezreelitess,
and Abigail, the wife of Nabal,
the Carmelite.

6 And David was exceed-
ingly distressed, because the
people spoke of stoning him, be-
causethesoul of al thepeoplewas
bitter, every man over hissonsand

over his daughters; and David
seized strengthfor himself in Jeho-
vahhisGod.

7 And David said to
Abiathar, the priest, the son of
Ahimelech, Please bring the
ephod near to me. And Abiathar
brought the ephod near to David.

8 AndDavidinquired of Je-
hovah, saying, Shall | pursue af-
ter thisarmy? Shall | reach them?
And heanswered him, Pursue, be-
causereaching, youwill reechthem,
and snatching away, youwill snatch
themaway.

9 And David walked, he,
and the six hundred men who
were with him, and came to the
Stream Besor, wherethosewerel eft
standing behind.

10 AndDavid pursued, heand
four hundred men, and two hun-
dred stood, whowere so exhausted
that they could not crossover the
Stream Besor.

11 Andthey found an EQyp-
tian maninthefield, and brought
himto David, and gave himfood,
and he ate; and they caused him
to drink water;

12 Andthey gavehimadice
of a cake of figs and two cakes
of pressed raisins; and heate, and
his spirit turned back to him, be-
cause he had eaten no food, and
had not drunk water three days
and three nights.

13 And David said to him,
Whose are you, and from where
are you? And he said, | am a
young man of Egypt, servant to
an Amalekite, and my lord left
me, because | wasworn out three
daysago.

S17
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14 We spread out in hostile

array against the Negev of the
Cherethites, and against what is
to Judah, and against the Negev of
Caleb; and weburned Ziklag with
fire

15 And David said to him,
Can you bring me down to this
army? And he said, Swear to me
by God that you will not kill me,
and you will not shut meinto the
hand of my lord, and I will bring
you downtothisarmy.

16 And he descended him,
and behold, they were thrust out
uponthefaceof al theearth, eat-
ing, and drinking, and circlingin
procession, with all the great
plunder that they had taken out
of theland of the Palestinians, and
out of theland of Judah.

17 And David struck them
from the twilight breeze of dusk
until the dusk of the next day, and
there escaped not aman of them,
except four hundred young men,
who rode on camels and fled.

18 And David snatched
away all that the Amalekiteshad
taken, and David snatched out his
twowives.

19 Andnothingwaslackingto
them from the small to the great,
neither sons, nor daughters, neither
plunder, nor the whole that they
had taken to them; David returned
dl.

20 AndDavidtook al of the
flock and the herd of the
Amal ekites; they drove them be-
fore the face of these their own
cattle, and said, Thisis David's
plunder.
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21 And David came to the
two hundred men who were too
exhausted to walk after David,
and whom he caused to sit down
at the stream Besor, and they
went out to meet David and to meet
the peoplewho werewith him; and
David camenear tothe people, and
heinquired of their peace.

22 And al the evil men of
worthlessness, of the men who
walked with David, answered,
and said, Sincethey did not walk
with us, wewill not give them of
the plunder which we have
snatched away, except to every
man hiswife and his children to
lead them away and walk.

23 And David said, You are
not doing right, my brothers, with
what Jehovah has given us, who
has hedged usabout, and giventhe
army who came againgt usinto our
hand.

24 Andwhowill hear you at-
tentively in this word? Because
as hisallotment who descendsto
thebattle, soishisallotment who
sits by the supplies; their allot-
mentisalike.

25 Anditwas, fromthat day
forward, he put it an enactment
and a judgment for Isragl until
thisday.

26 And David came to
Ziklag, and he sent of the plun-
der to the elders of Judah, to his
friends, saying, Behold a bless-
ing for you of the plunder of those
hating Jehovah:

27 To them who were in
Bethel, and to them who werein
Ramoth Negev, and to them who
werein Jdttir,
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28 Andtothemwhowerein
Aroer, and to them who were in
Siphmoth, and to them who were
in Eshtemoa,

29 Andtothemwhowerein
Rachal, and to them who werein
the cities of the Jerahmeslites,
and to them who werein the cit-
ies of the Kenites,

30 Andtothemwhowerein
Hormah, and to them who were
in Chorashan, and to them who
wereinAthach,

31 Andtothemwhowerein
Hebron, and to all the places
there where David himself
walked, and hismen.

CHAPTER 31

1 And the Palestinians de-
voured against Israel, and the
men of Israel fled from beforethe
face of the Palestinians, and fell
polluted in Mount Gilboa.

2 And the Palestinians
stuck like glue to Saul and his
sons, and the Pal estinians struck
Jonathan, and Abinadab, and
Mélchishua, sonsof Saul.

3 Andthebattlewasheavy
against Saul, and the men with
bows caused arrowsto flow find-
ing him, and he was twisting
around from the flowing of ar-
rows to him.

4 And Saul said to the one
bearing his weapons, Pull out
your sword and stab mewithit, lest
theseuncircumcised comeand stab
and glean* me; and the one bear-
ing hisweaponsdid not breathein
agreement to kill him, because he
wasexceedingly afraid. And Saul
took thesword, and fell uponit.

1SAMUEL 31
5 And the one bearing his

weapons saw that Saul was dead,
and hefell also on hissword and
diedwithhim.

6 And Saul died, and his
three sons, and the one bearing his
wegpons, and dl hismen, that same
day together.

7 Andthey saw - themen of
Isradl whowereintheregionacross
the valley, and they who werein
theregion across Jordan - that the
men of Israel fled, and that Saul,
and hissonswere dead, and they
left thecitiesand fled; and the Pal-
estinians came and sat down in
them.

8 And it wasthe next day,
and the Pdlestinianscameto spread
out to strip the polluted, and they
found Saul and histhreesonsfdlen
inMount Gilboa

9 Andthey cut off hishead,
and stripped off hisweapons, and
sent around into theland of the Pal-
edtinians, to announcegood tidings
inthe house of their idols and to
the people.

10 Andthey put hisweapons
inthehouse of Ashtaroth, and they
nailed his body to the wall of
Bethshan.

11 And the inhabitants of
Jabesh Gilead attentively heard
what the Pal estinians had doneto
Saul;

4 31:4 glean is alal, to glean after harvest,
to go back and get everything that can be
gotten. Saul did not want to be left alive for
the Palestinians to glean from him all the
pain and agony they could glean until the last
breath of life left him.
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12 All the men of resources

rose, andwakedal night, andtook
thebody of Saul and the bodies of
hissonsfromthewall of Bethshan,
and came to Jabesh, and burned
them there. Note 2 chr 16:14

13 Andthey took their bones
and buried themunder atamarisk
tree at Jabesh and fasted seven

days.
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