SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL 2SAMUEL 1

An Amalekite brings the crown to David

CHAPTER1

1 Anditwasafter thedeath
of Saul, and David turned back
from the strike against the
Amalekites, and David sat down
inZiklagtwo days;

2 Anditwasonthethirdday,
and behold, aman came out from
the camp of Saul with hisclothes
tornand dirt upon hishead; and it
wasin hiscoming to David that he
fell totheearth and prostrated him-
of.

3 And David said to him,
From where do you come? And
hesaidto him, | escaped out of the
campof Isragl.

4  And David said to him,
What istheword?Causeit to stand
out boldly to me, please. And he
said that, The people havefled out
of the battle, and a so many out of
thepeoplehavefalenanddied; and
also Saul and Jonathan, his son,
havedied.

5 And David said to the
young manwho caused it to stand
out boldly to him, How do you
know that Saul and Jonathan, his
son, havedied?

6 Andtheyoung manwho
caused it to stand out boldly tohim
said, | happened to encounter this
on Mount Gilboa: Behold, Saul
leaned upon hisspear, and |o, the
chariotsand thelordsof the steeds
gickingtohimlikeglue.

7  Andhefaced about behind
him, and saw me, and clledtome.
And| said, Behold, herel am.

claiming that be finished killing Saul

8 And hesaidto me, Who
areyou?And | saidto him, | am
anAmaekite.

9 Andhesadtome, Please
stand upon meand causemetodie,
because anguish has seized me,
sincemy soul istill wholewithin
me.

10 AndI stood uponhimand
killed him, because| knew by see-
ing that he could not live after he
had fallen; and | took the crownt®
that was upon his head and the
bracelet that wason hisarm, and
havebrought themtomy lord here.

11 And David seized his
clothes, and tore them, and like-
wisedl themenwhowerewithhim;

12 And they mourned, and
wept, and fasted until dusk for Saul
and for Jonathan, hisson, and for
the people of Jehovah, andfor the
house of Isragl, because they had
falen by thesword.

13 And David said to the
young manwho caused it to stand
out boldly to him, Fromwhereare
you? And he said, | am an
Amaekite, thesonof aforeignman,;

14 And David said to him,
Why were you not afraid to send
out your hand to destroy the
anointed of Jehovah?

10°1:10 crown, nezer, the symbol of conse-
cration which sets apart the person from ev-
eryone else for his office. It is a diadem, the
token by which anyone is separated from the
people at large, especialy for kings, 2 Sam
1:10; 2 Kngs 11:12; Ps 89:40; 132:18; aso of
the head priest, Ex 29:6; 39:30; Lev 8:9; also
the consecration of priests, Lev 21:12; espe-
cially a Nazirite, Num 6:4,5,12,19; and the
long hair of women, Jer 7:26. See 1 Cor 11:15.
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2SAMUEL 2

15 And David called one of
the young men, and said, Go near
and impinge upon him. And he
struck him, and hedied.

16 And David said to him,
Your bloodisupon your head, be-
cause your mouth has answered
against you, saying, | havekilled
theanointed of Jehovah.

17 AndDavid sangthissong
of mourning over Saul and over
Jonathan, hisson:

18 (Andhesaidtoteachthe
children of Judah thebow; behold,
it iswritten in The Book of The
Righteous.) Josh10:13

19 Thebeautiful gazdleof Is-
rael is polluted upon your high
places- how arethemighty fallen!

20 Donot causeitto stand out
boldly in Gath; do not announce
good tidings in the streets of
Askelon, lest the daughtersof the
Pdedtiniansreoice, lest thedaugh-
tersof theuncircumcised jumpfor
joy.
21 Mountainsof Gilboa, let
no dew and no rain be upon you
nor fiddsof offerings, becausethere
theshied of themighty wasdefiled,
theshidd of Saul, not anointed with
oil.2?

22 Thebow of Jonathan did
not turn back from the blood of
those polluted, from thefat of the
21 1:21 not anointed with oil. It was Saul’s
shield that was not anointed with oil, not Saul.
We know that Saul was anointed with ail, be-
cause Samuel anointed him, 1 Sam 10:1. It
was the custom of Israel to anoint the face of
the shields in oil before battle, Isa 21:5, a
symbol of the power of the Holy Spirit upon
their weapons, as well as to make them bright
shining, and to cause the weapons of their
opponentsto slip and glance away. Saul’s shield

wasnolonger protected by theanointing il of God,
but is now defiled with his own blood.
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David executes the Amalekite, sings over Saul and Jonathan, anointed king at Hebron

mighty, and the sword of Saul did
not turn back empty.

23 Saul and Jonathan, loved
and pleasantintheir lives, and they
were not separated in their death;
they werelighter than eagles; they
weremoreprevailingthanlions.

24 You daughters of Isradl,
weep for Saul, who clothedyouin
crimson with delights, who as-
cended ornaments of gold upon
your garments.

25 Howthemighty havefdlen
in the midst of the battle! Oh
Jonathan, youwerepollutedinyour
highplaces.

26 | amdistressed over you,
my brother, Jonathan! You have
been exceedingly pleasant to me;
your love to me was wonderful,
distinct fromthelove of women.

27 How the mighty have
fallen, and theimplements of war
arelost!

CHAPTER 2

1 Anditwasjust after, and
Davidinquired of Jehovah, saying,
Shall | ascend to oneof thecities
of Judah? And Jehovahsaidtohim,
Ascend. And David said, Towhere
shall | ascend? And he said, To
Hebron.

2  AndDavid ascended there,
and histwo wivesalso, Ahinoam,
the Jezreelitess, and Abigail, the
wifeof Nabal of Carmel.

3 And his men who were
with him caused David to ascend,
every manwith hishouse, and they
sat downinthecitiesof Hebron.

4  And the men of Judah
came, and there they anointed
Davidking over thehouseof Judah.



David is king in Judab; Ishboshelh king in Israel; Davids men defeat lsrael 2 SAMUEL 2

And they caused it to stand out
boldly to David, saying, It wasthe
men of Jabesh Gilead who buried
Saul.

5 And David sent messen-
gersto the men of Jabesh Gilead,
and said to them, You are blessed
of Jehovah, that you havedonethis
mercy to your lord, to Saul, and
haveburied him.

6  Andnow may Jehovahdo
mercy andtruthtoyou, and | aso
will doyouthisgood, becauseyou
havedonethisword.

7  Andnow let your handsbe
strong, and be sons of resources,
becauseyour lord, Saul, hasdied;
and also the house of Judah has
anointed meking over them.

8 AndAbner, thesonof Ner,
commander of the host of Saul,
took |shbosheth, the son of Saul,
and caused him to cross over to
Mahanam;

9 Andcaused himtoascend
the throne over Gilead, and over
the Ashurites, and over Jezred, and
over Ephraim, and over Benjamin,
andover al Isradl.

10 A son of forty yearswas
| shbosheth, the son of Saul, when
heascended thethroneover |srad,
and hereigned two years. Only the
house of Judah was after David.

11 Andit wasthat the num-
ber of days David was king in
Hebron over the house of Judah
was seven years and six new
moons.

12 AndAbner,thesonof Ner,
went out, and the servants of
| shbosheth, the son of Saul, from
Mahanamto Gibeon.

13 And Joab, the son of
Zeruiah, andtheservantsof David,
walked out, and made contact by
thereservoir of Gibeon; and they
sat down as a unit, these on this
sideof thereservoir, and thoseon
that sideof thereservair.

14 And Abner said to Joab,
L et the young men now rise and
makelaughter beforeour face. And
Joab said, Letthemrise.

15 Andthereroseand crossed
over by number twelveof Benjamin
from I shbosheth, the son of Saul
andtwelveof theservantsof David.

16 Andeach man seizedthe
head of hisneighbor and hissword
inthesdeof hisneighbor; andthey
fell down together; and called that
place Helkath Hazzurim, whichis
inGibeon.

17 Andtherewasahard,long,
vehement battle that day; and
Abner was defeated and the men
of Israel beforetheface of the ser-
vantsof David.

18 Andtherewerethreesons
of Zeruiah there, Joab, and
Abishai, and Asahel, and Asahel
was light of foot - one gazelle of
thefidd.

19 And Asahel ran after
Abner; and hedid not stretch away,
walking totheright hand nor tothe
left, from after Abner.

20 And Abner faced about
behind him, and said, Are you
Asahel? And hesaid, | am.

21 And Abner said to him,
Stretchyoursdlf away to your right
hand or to your left, and seize one
of the young men, and take for
yoursalf hisspoil. And Asahel did
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2SAMUEL 2
not breathe in agreement to turn
away fromafter him.

22 Andagain Abner contin-
ued, and saidtoAsahdl, Turnyour-
sdf away fromafter me; why should
| strikeyoutothe earth? And how
can| lift up my faceto Joab, your
brother?

23 And he refused to turn
away, and Abner struck himwith
the back end of the spear into his
abdomen, and the spear came out
behind him; and hefell down there
and died under it; and it was, all
who cametothe placetherewhere
Asahd fell down and died, stood.

24 AndJoaband Abishai ran
after Abner, and the sun went
down, and they cameto thehill of
Ammah, that against the face of
Giah, the way of the desert of
Gibeon.

25 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamin gathered themsel vestogether
after Abner, and were bound to-
gether as one, and stood on the
head of onehill.

26 And Abner caledto Joab,
and said, Shall the sword devour
forever? Do you not know that it
will bebitter a theend?Until when
will you not say to the people to
turn back from after their brothers?

27 AndJoabsaid, Godlives!
Becauseif you had not spoken,?’
doubtlessat that timein thedawn
the peoplewould have ascended,
every man from after hisbrother.

27 2:27 An explanation is needed here to un-
derstand what Joab is saying. Abner called out
to Joab proposing a truce in the fighting -
that the war be called off because it would
only get worse, and end in terrible bitterness.
Joab responds in agreement, and not without
laying the blame for starting the war on Abner.
When Joab says, ...if you had not spoken,
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28 And Joab blew atrumpet,
and all the people stood, and did
not continueto run after Israel, and
they did not devour any more.

29 And Abner and his men
walked all that night through the
desert, and crossed over Jordan,
andwakedthroughdl Bithron, and
they cameto Mahanaim.

30 AndJoabturned back from
after Abner, and he had gathered
al thepeopletogether, and had vis-
ited the servantsof David; nineteen
men and Asahel had fallen.

31 Andtheservantsof David
struck of Benjaminand of themen
of Abner, three hundred and sixty
men - they died.

32 Andthey liftedup Asahd,
and buried himinthe sepul cher of
hisfather, whichwasin Bethlehem.
Andthey wakedadl night, Joaband
hismen, anditwaslight goinginto
Hebron.

doubtless at that time in the dawn the
peoplewould have ascended, every man from
after hisbrother...heisnot referringto Abner’s
immediate call for atruce, but to hiswords early
that morning when Abner proposed that thetwelve
from each side make them laugh, who then killed
oneanother which beganthewar. It wasAbner and
thehost of 1shbosheth who came against David and
hismen seeking to devour. Joab, following David's
instructions not to devour unlesshe was attacked,
did not start thewar. They all sat quietly, each on
hisown side of thereservair, until Abner proposed
the entertainment to make them laugh by twelve
from each side. But then Abner’s men started the
killing, and Joab’stwelveresponded in kind. Once
Joab was thus attacked, he pushed forward the
battle, which walked severely against Abner. Now
Abner proposes calling off thewar. Joab responds
by saying, God lives! Because if you had not
spoken your proposal for the contest of thetwel ve
from each army, doubtless at the time in the
dawn before all this began the people would
have ascended, every man from after his
brother. | trust this explanation makes the
meaning of the words understandable.
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CHAPTERS3

1 And there was long war
between the house of Saul and the
houseof David, and David walked
stronger, and the house of Saul
walked danglinginneed.

2 And sons were born to
DavidinHebron, and hisfirstborn
was Amnon, of Ahinoam, the
Jezredlitess,

3 Andhissecond, Chileab,
of Abigail, the wife of Nabal of
Carmel; and the third, Absalom,
the son of Maacah, the daughter of
Tamal, king of Geshur;

4  Andthefourth, Adonijah,
the son of Haggith; and thefifth,
Shephatiah, theson of Abital;

5 Andthesixth, Ithream, by
Eglah, David swife. Thesewere
bornto Davidin Hebron.

6 Anditwas, therewaswar
between the house of Saul andthe
houseof David, and Abner became
strong inthe house of Saul.

7  Andto Saul wasaconcu-
bine, whose namewasRizpah, the
daughter of Aiah, and Ishbosheth
saidtoAbner, Why haveyou gone
intotheconcubineof my father?

8 And Abner burned over
thewordsof Ishbosheth, and said,
Am | a dog’s head, who against
Judah do mercy this day to the
house of Saul, your father, to his
brothers and to his friends, and
have not brought you out into the
hand of David, andyouvistagaing
meevil over thewoman today?

9 SoGod dotoAbner, and
morealso, Sncewhat Jehovah has
sworn to David, even so | do to
him,

10 Tocrossover thekingdom
fromthehouseof Saul, andtoraise
up thethroneof David over |sragl
and over Judah, from Danevento
Beer Sheba.

11 And he was not able to
continue to turn back to Abner a
word because hefeared him.

12 And Abner sent messen-
gersto David for himself, saying,
Whose is the land? Saying, Cut
your covenant withme, and behold,
my hand shall bewithyou, tocircle
theboundariesof al Isragl toyou.

13 Andhesaid, Good; | will
cut acovenant with you; only one
word | require of you, saying, You
shall not see my face, except you
bring before my face Michal, the
daughter of Saul, when you come
toseemy face.

14 And David sent messen-
gersto I shbosheth, the son of Saull,
saying, Give memy wifeMichal,
who | espoused to me for ahun-
dred foreskinsof the Palestinians.

15 AndIshbosheth sent, and
took her from her husband, from
Phdltiel, thesonof Laish.

16 Andwakingwith her, her
husband walked with her, weeping
behind her, asfar asBahurim.And
Abner saidto him, Walk, turn back.
And heturned back.

17 And the word of Abner
waswiththeeldersof Isragl, say-
ing, And yesterday - day before
yesterday you sought David asking
over you;

18 Andatthistime, doit, be-
cause Jehovah has said of David,
saying, By thehand of my servant
David | will savemy peoplelsragl
out of the hand of the Paletinians,
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and out of thehand of dl those hat-
ingthem.

19 And Abner aso spokein
the ears of Benjamin, and Abner
walked al soto speak inthe ears of
DavidinHebron all that wasgood
in the eyes of Israel, and it was
goodintheeyesof thewholehouse
of Benjamin.

20 AndAbner cametoDavid
to Hebron and twenty men with
him. And David made Abner and
themenwhowerewith himafesst.

21 AndAbner saidto David,
I will rise, andwalk, and will gather
all Israel tomy lord, theking, and
they will cut acovenant withyou,
andyouwill reignover dl that your
heart desires. And David sent
Abner away, and he walked in
peace.

22 And behold, the servants
of David and Joab camefrom pur-
suinganarmy, and brought inabun-
dant spoil with them; and Abner
wasnot with David in Hebron, be-
cause he had sent him away, and
he had walked in peace.

23 AndJoab and all the host
whowerewith him came, andthey
caused it to stand out boldly to
Joab, saying, Abner, the son of Ner,
cameto theking, and he has sent
him away, and he has walked in
peace.

24 And Joab cametotheking,
and said, What have you done?
Behold, Abner cameto you! Why
this?You sent himaway, and walk-
ing, hehaswalked?

25 Youknow by seeingAbner,
the son of Ner; because he came
to make you open to him, and to
know by seeing your going out, and
526

your coming in, and to know by
seeing dl that you do.

26 And Joab came out from
David, and he sent messengersaf-
ter Abner, and turned him back at
thecistern of Sirah; and David did
not know.

27 AndAbner turned back to
Hebron, and Joab stretched him
away to the midst of the gate to
ek with him privately, and struck
him therein the abdomen, and he
died for the blood of Asahel, his
brother.

28 And David heard atten-
tively just after, and hesaid, | and
my kingdom areinnocent with Je-
hovah forever from the blood of
Abner, the son of Ner!

29 It shall twist around the
head of Joab and to al the house
of hisfather; and there shal not be
cut off fromthe house of Joabthose
with running sores, and leprous,
and strengthened by a walking
stick, andfaling by thesword, and
inneed of food.

30 AndJoabandAbishal, his
brother, struck Abner fatally, be-
cause he had killed their brother,
Asahd, at Gibeoninthebattle.

1 Kngs 2:31-34

31 And David said to Joab,
andtoal thepeoplewhowerewith
him, Tear your clothing, and gird
on sackcloth, and mourn beforethe
face of Abner. And King David
walked behindthebier.

32 Andthey buried Abnerin
Hebron, and theking lifted up his
voice and wept at the grave of
Abner; and all the peoplewept.
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33 Andtheking sang asong
of mourning over Abner, and said,
Should Abner die the death of a
fool?

34 Your handswerenot tied,
andyour feet not drawninto bronze
fetters; asaman falls before the
faceof evil sons, youfell. Andall
the peoplewept again over him.

35 Andadl thepeoplecameto
cause David to eat food while it
wasyet day, and David swore, say-
ing, So may God do to me and
moreaso, if beforethefaceof the
sun goes down | taste food or a
gpeck of anything.

36 Andall the peoplerecog-
nized it, and it was good in their
eyes- al that theking did in the
eyesof al the peoplewasgood;

37 Anddl thepeople, andall
|srael knew by seeing that day, that
it was not from the king to put
Abner, the son of Ner, to death.

38 And the king said to his
servants, Do you not know by see-
ing that acommander - and agreat
one- hasfalenthisday inlsrael?

39 And I this day am soft
hearted, though anointed king, and
thesemen, thesonsof Zeruiah, are
too hard for me; Jehovah make
complete*® thedoer of evil evil!

% 3:39 make complete is shalam, a form of
the word for peace, and the greeting and the
farewell on most all occasions. The primary
meaning of shalam is to finish, to be com-
plete, to bring together the other half needed
to make something perfect, and therefore at
peace. And the wall shalam on the twenty-
fifth of Elul....Neh. 6:15, meaning that the
wall was complete. In other translations
shalam is represented with such words as. ful-
fill, make up, make good, restore, pay, repay,
full, whole, wholly, ended, entire, without harm,
friendly, peaceably, to be at peace, make peace,

perform, prosperous, safe, reward, retribution, res-
titution, recompense, vengeance, bribe, peace of -

CHAPTER4

1 Andthesonof Saul heard
attentively that Abner had diedin
Hebron, and his hands slacked
down, and dl Isragl trembled.

2  Andtwo men, command-
ers of armies, were to the son of
Saul; thenameof one, Baanah, and
the name of the second, Rechab,
sons of Rimmon, aBeerothite, of
thechildren of Benjamin, because
Beeroth also was calculated to
Benjamin:

3 -AndtheBeerothitesfled
to Gittaim, and turned asidethere
until thisday -

4  Andto Jonathan, ason of
Saul, wasason with maimed feet.
Hewas a son of five years when
the report came about Saul and
Jonathan out of Jezred, and theone
to whom he was entrusted lifted
him up, and fled; and it was, be-
causeshehurriedinfear to escape,
hefdl, and becamelame. And his
namewas M ephibosheth.

fering, and some other words. The Heritage
Bible consistently translates the verb shalam
complete or make complete. No word in any
language has many different meanings, and
especially contradictory meanings. The basic
meaning of the word is used in many different
circumstances, and its basic meaning always
remains the same. The translator of The
Heritage Bible has put forth great effort to
maintain this principle in trandating the Word
of God. David is judging in prayer in making
this statement toward Joab - he is also proph-
esying - that Jehovah will make this deed Joab
has done complete to Joab, and that ultimately
Joab shall be complete. It isaso David's prayer
for repentance in Joab so God can forgive
Joab, and make him complete. | desire that
we all pray this kind of prayer for all those
who have done evil evil to us. [evil evil ap-
pears in the Hebrew text, ra ra, exactly as we
have it here in English.]
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2SAMUEL 5 David executes the men who killed Ishboshelb; the elders of Israel make David king

5 Andthesonsof Rimmon,
the Beerothite, Rechab, and
Baanah, walked, and cameinthe
heat of the day to the house of
| shbosheth, and helay on abed at
noon.

6 Andtheythemsdvescame
into the midst of the houseto take
wheat, and they struck himinthe
abdomen; and Rechab and Baanah,
hisbrother, escaped.

7 And they came into the
house, and helay onhisbedinhis
gpartment, andthey struck him, and
killed him, and departed hishead
from him, and took hishead, and
walked throughthedesert dl night.

8 And they came with the
head of Ishbosheth to David to
Hebron, and said to theking, Be-
hold thehead of I shbosheth, theson
of Saul, the one hating you who
sought your soul; and Jehovah has
givenmy lord, theking, vengeance
thisday upon Saul and his seed.

9 And David answered
Rechab and Baanah, his brother,
thesonsof Rimmon, theBeerothite,
andsaidtothem, Jehovahliveswho
redeemed my soul out of all dis-
tress,

10 Because one caused it to
stand out boldly to me, saying, Be-
hold, Saul isdead, and it was an
announcement of goodtidingsinhis
eyes, | took hold of him, and struck
himfataly inZiklag, which | gave
tohimasarewardfor hisgood tid-
Ings

11  How muchmore, because
wicked men havestruck fatally a
righteous man in his own house
upon hisbed?Shdl | not a thistime
search out hisblood at your hand
528

and consumeyou fromtheearth?

12 AndDavidcommandedhis
young men, and they struck them,
and chopped off their hands and
their feet, and hanged them up over
thereservoir in Hebron. And they
took the head of Ishbosheth and
buried it inthe sepulcher of Abner
inHebron.

CHAPTERS

1 Andall thetribesof Israel
cameto Davidin Hebron, and said,
saying, Behold, weareyour bone
andyour flesh.

2 In days past when Saul
wasking over us, youweretheone
causing Israel to go out and come
in; and Jehovah said to you, You
shall shepherd my people, Isradl,
and you shall be commander over
Isradl.

3 Anddltheeldersof Israel
came to the king at Hebron, and
King David cut a covenant with
themin Hebron before theface of
Jehovah, and they anointed David
kingover Isradl.

4  Davidwasason of thirty
yearswhen hebegantoreign; he
reignedforty years.

5 HereignedinHebronover
Judah seven years and six new
moons, and hereignedin Jerusa-
lemthirty-threeyearsover dl Is-
ragl and Judah.

6 Andthekingandhismen
walked to Jerusalem to the
Jebusites, theinhabitantsof theland,
andthey saidto David, saying, You
shall not comein hereunlessyou
first turn away the blind and the
lame; saying, David cannot come
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inhere.

7 And David captured the
stronghold of Zion; itisthecity of
David.

8 And David said on that
day, Of all who strikes the
Jebusites, let him lay hold of the
water-shaft, and thelame and the
blind, those hated by the soul of
David. Therefore they said, The
blind and thelame cannot comeinto
thehouse.

9 AndDavidsatdowninthe
stronghold, and called it the City of
David. And David built around
fromthe citadel and the house.

10 And David walked on,
walking even greater, and Jehovah
God of hostswaswith him.

11 AndHiram, king of Tyre,
sent messengersto David, and ce-
dar trees, and fabricators of wood,
and fabricatorsof ssonewalls, and
they built ahousefor David.

12 And David knew by see-
ing that Jehovah had set himup as
king over Isragl, and that he had
lifted hiskingdom onaccount of his
people, Isradl.

13 AndDavidtook morecon-
cubines and wives out of Jerusa-
lem, after he came from Hebron,
and therewere born yet to David
sonsand daughters.

14 And these are the names
of thosebornto himin Jerusalem:
Shammuah, and Shobab, and
Nathan, and Solomon,

15 Andlbhar, andElishua, and
Nepheg, and Japhia,

16 AndElishama, and Eliada,
andEliphdet.

17 AndthePaegtiniansheard
attentively that they had anointed
Davidking over Isradl, and al the
Palestinians ascended to seek
David; and David attentively heard,
and descended to the stronghol d.

18 AndthePdestinianscame
and thrust out in the valley of
Rephaim.

19 AndDavidinquired of Je-
hovah, saying, Shdl | ascendtothe
Palestinians? Will you givethem
into my hand? And Jehovah said
to David, Ascend, because, giving,
[ will givethe Pdedtiniansintoyour
hand.

20 AndDavid cameto Baal
Perazim, and David struck them
there, and said, Jehovah hasbro-
ken out upon those hating me be-
foremy face, asthe breaking out
of waters. And hecalled thename
of that place Baal Perazim.

21 And there they left their
idolatrousimages, and David and
hismenlifted themaway.?*

21 5:21 lifted them away, nasa em, which
means they lifted them, and carried them away
to Jerusalem to show that the Palestinian gods
were powerless to protect the Palestinians.
When the Palestinians in the days of the Judges
took the ark of the covenant of Jehovah into
their temple of Dagon to show their triumph
over the God of Israel, Jehovah God struck
them with plagues until they gladly returned
the ark of the covenant to Israel, 1 Sam 5:1-
11. Here, David and his men took the idols of
the Palestiniansto Jerusalem, not to worship, but
to show their victory over these idols, and
nothing of a judgmental nature happened. The
translators of the KJV changed the text to
“and burned them” to agree with what was
recorded later in 1 Chr 14:12. Both 2 Sam and
1 Chr are correct. 2 Sam tells what happened
immediately after the battle - they lifted the
idols, and carried them away with them to
Jerusalem to show the people the total help-
lessness of theidols of the Palestinians. After the
paradethrough the city demonstrating the power-
lessnessof theidols, David gaveorder to burnthem.
So, both accountsare correct. Do not ever change
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2 SAMUEL 6 David defeals Palestinians; David brings the Ark; Uzzab is killed fouching the Ark

22 AndaganthePdegtinians
ascended still, and thrust out inthe
valey of Rephaim.

23 AndDavidinquired of Je-
hovah, but he said, You shall not
ascend, but circle around behind
them, and come upon them oppo-
sitethebacatrees.?®

24 Andit shall be, whenyou
atentively hear thesound of march-
inginthe heads of the bacatrees,
at that timeyou shal cut straight to
the point, because at that time Je-
hovah shdl go out beforeyour face
to strikethearmy of the Palestin-
ians.

25 And David did so, what
Jehovah commanded him, and
struck the Palestiniansfrom Geba
until you cometo Gazer.

CHAPTERG6

1 AndDavidcontinuedagan
with all the chosen men of Isradl,
thirty thousand.

2 And David rose and
walked, and all the people who
werewith himfrom Bad eof Judah,
to causeto ascend from therethe
ark of God, whoseiscalled by the
name, the name Jehovah of hosts
who sitsasjudge abovethe cher-
ubsover it.

3  Andthey ssttheark of God
uponanew cart, andliftedit out of
the house of Abinadab whowasin
Gibeah; and Uzzah and Ahio, the
sons of Abinadab, drovethe new

cart.

the text. God is always right whether we know
the explanation to solve the seeming contra-
diction or not.

2 5:23 baca trees, baka, meaning weeping
trees, trees that drop sap or gum to the ground.
Baka is mentioned only in this story, 2 Sam
5:23,24, and 1 Chr 14:14,15.
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4  Andtheyliftedit out of the
house of Abinadab who was at
Gibeah, with the ark of God, and
Ahiowaked beforethefaceof the
ark.

5 And David, and all the
house of |srael danced with laugh-
ter beforetheface of Jehovahwith
al instruments of fir wood, with
harps, and with triangular instru-
ments, and with tambourines, and
withsstrums®, and with cymbals.

6 And they came to the
threshingfloor of Nachon, and
Uzzah reached out to the ark of
God, and seized it, because the
oxenjostlingletit drop.

7  Andthe nostrils of Jeho-
vah burned againgt Uzzah, and God
struck himtherefor hiserror; and
hedied there by theark of God.

8 And David burned be-
cause Jehovah broke out a break
upon Uzzah, and hecdledtheplace
Perez® Uzzah until thisday.

5 6:5 sistrum, mena’ na, an ancient instru-
ment with metal rods and/or rings to be shaken
in rhythm with the music. [found in your
English dictionary.]

8 6:8 Perez, perets or perez, The Break of
Uzzah. David burned or was angry because
God broke out with this break upon Uzzah.
David did not understand that: (1) The ark
symbolized the holiness of God in such a strong
way, that not even the holy priests were al-
lowed to touch it in transporting it, Exo 25:14-
15; 37:5. (2) The ark symbolized the holy
meeting place between God and man, and man
could not come near it except once each year, and
only the head priest, and he could come near
only with blood, and with al his priestly dress,
Lev 16:4, but not even he could touch it, Lev
16:1ff;16:12,14,15; 16:34;. (3) The two tables
of stone placed there by Moses were all that
was found in it when Solomon placed it in the
Temple, 1 Kng 8:9; Exo 25:16, 21; 40:20;
(4) The ark was a symbol of the very holiness
of God which could not be touched by man
until His full holiness was revealed in Jesus
Who fulfilled al the Ten Commandments and



The Ark is brought info the cily of David; Michal despises David's rejoicing 2 SAM UEL 6

9 AndDavidfeared Jehovah
that day, and said, How shall the
ark of Jehovah cometo me?

10 AndDaviddidnot breathe
in agreement to cause the ark of
Jehovah to depart to himinto the
city of David, and David turned it
asdeintothehouseof Obed Edom,
theGittite.

11 Andtheark of Jehovah sat
downinthe house of Obed Edom,
the Gittite, three new moons, and
Jehovah kndlt downwith goodness
to Obed Edom andto dl hishouse.

12 Anditwascausedto stand
out boldly to King David, saying,
Jehovah has knelt down with
goodness to the house of Obed
Edomandadl that ishison account
of the ark of God. And David
walked, and brought up the ark of
God from thehouse of Obed Edom
intothecity of Davidwithjoy.

13 Anditwas, that whenthey
who lifted the ark of Jehovah had
marched six paces, he sacrificed
bullocksand stall fed cattle.

14 AndDavid danced before
the face of Jehovah with all his
might, and David wasgirded with
alinen ephod.

15 And David and all the
house of |sragl caused the ark of
Jehovah to ascend with acclama-
tionsof joy, and with the voice of

the whole law for us, and made us righteous in
His sight. David at this time did not fully
discern the holiness of the Son of God as sym-
bolized in the ark. Every believer is now made
a priest qualified to touch God through the
holiness of Jesus transferred to us through the
cross. Everyone who tries to touch God with-
out coming through Jesus, the Anointed of
God, is struck with death, because he does not
through faith discern who Jesus is. See Note
Jer 3:16.

thetrumpet.

16 Anditwas, theark of Je-
hovah cameintothecity of David,
and Michal, daughter of Saul,
leaned out awindow, and saw King
Davidleaping and dancing before
the face of Jehovah, and she de-
spised himin her heart.

17 Andthey broughtintheark
of Jehovah, and placed it in its
place, inthe midst of thetent that
David had stretched out for it, and
David caused burnt offeringsand
peace offeringsto ascend up be-
foretheface of Jehovah.

18 And David finished as-
cending burnt offeringsand peace
offerings, and heblessed the people
inthename of Jehovah of hosts.

19 Andheallotted to all the
people, to the whole multitude of
Israel, to themen equally withthe
women, to each man one cake of
bread, one portion of food, and
one cake of raisins. And al the
people walked every man to his
house.

20 AndDavidturned back to
kneel down with goodnessto his
house. And Michal, the daughter
of Saul, came out to meet David,
and said, What heavy glory wasto
theking of Israel today, who un-
covered himself today beforethe
eyesof themaidservantsof hisser-
vants, uncovering yourself asone
of theworthlessonesuncovershim-
of!

21 AndDavidsadtoMichd,
It was beforetheface of Jehovah,
who chosemeover your father and
all hishouse, to command meto
be commander over the peopl e of
Jehovah, over Isradl, and | laughed
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2SAMUEL 7
beforetheface of Jehovah.

22 Andlwill yet bemorelight
thanthis, and will behumbleinmy
own eyes; and with the maidser-
vantsof whomyou said- withthem
| shall beheavy inhonor.

23 AndtoMicha, thedaugh-
ter of Saul, there wasno child to
theday of her death.

CHAPTER7

1 Anditwasthat theking sat
inhishouse, and Jehovah had given
himrest all around from all those
hatinghim;

2 And the king said to
Nathan, the prophet, Seeplease, |
sitinahouse of cedar, and theark
of God sitswithin curtains.

3 And Nathan said to the
king, All thatisinyour heart, walk
todo, because Jehovahiswithyou.

4  Anditwasthat night, that
theword of Jehovah wasto Nathan,
WI rgl
5 Walk, and say to my ser-
vant, David, Thus says Jehovah,
Will you build meahouseto dwell
in?

6 Becausel havenot dwelt
inahousesincetheday | caused
thechildren of Isradl to ascend out
of Egypt, eventothisday, and have
beenwakinginatentandinatab-
ernacle.

7 Indlwherel havewalked
withal thechildren of Israel, have
| spoken aword with one of the
tribesof Israel whom | commanded
to shepherd my people, Isradl, say-
ing, Why haveyou not built mea
house of cedar?

532

Jehovah promises to give David's Seed an eternal house and kingdom

8 Andatthistimeyou shall
say thustomy servant, David, Thus
says Jehovah of hosts, | took you
fromyour placeof rest, from after
theflock, to be commander over
my people, over Isragl;

9 Andlwaswithyouevery-
where you walked, and have cut
off al thosehating youfrom before
your face, and have made you a
great name, like the name of the
great who areintheearth.

10 AndI will put aplacefor
my people, Israel, and will plant
them, that they may permanently
reside in their place, and not be
agitated any more; andthechildren
of wickedness shall no morelook
down uponthemwith harshnessas
at thefirdt,

11 Evenfromthat day | com-
manded those who judge over my
people, Israel; and | will causeyou
to rest from all those hating you.
And Jehovahwill causeit to stand
out boldly to you that Jehovah will
makeyou ahouse.

12 Whenyour daysarefull,
and you shall lie down with your
fathers, | will raise up your seed
after you, who shall go out of your
insides, and | will set up hisking-
dom.

13 Heshall buildahousefor
my name, and | will set up the
throneof hiskingdomforever.

14 1 will behisfather, and he
shall bemy son. If hebendsaway,
[ will make himright with therod
of men and with the blows of the
children of men;

15 And my mercy shal not
turn away from him, as| turned
away from Saul, whom | turned



David sils before Jehovah and praises Him for His goodnes lo Israel and himself 2 SAMUEL 8

away frommy face.

16 And | will nourish your
house and your kingdom forever
beforeyour face; your throneshall
beset upforever.

17 According to all these
words, and accordingtoal thisvi-
sion, so Nathan spoketo David.

18 AndKingDavidwakedin
and sat beforetheface of Jehovah,
and he said, Whoam|, Oh Lord
Jehovah? And what ismy house,
that you have brought meto here?

19 Andthiswasyet asmall
word inyour eyes, Oh Lord Jeho-
vah, and you have spoken al so of
your servant’s house for a great
whileto come. Andisthisthecus-
tom of man, Oh Lord Jehovah?

20 Andwhat can David spesk
more to you? And you know by
seeing your servant, Lord Jehovah.

21 Onaccount of your word,
and according to your own heart,
you havedoneadll thesegrest acts,
to makeyour servant know by see-
ingthem.

22 Therefore you are great,
Oh Lord Jehovah, because there
isnone like you, and thereisno
God except you, according to all
that we have attentively heard with
our ears.

23 Andwhat onepeopleinthe
earthislikeyour people, likels-
ragl, whom God walked to redeem
apeopleto himself, andto put him
aname, and to do for you great
and fearful actsfor your land, be-
forethefaceof your people, whom
you redeemed to yourself from
Egypt, from the peoplesand their
gods?

24 And you have set up for
yourself your people, Israel, a
peopletoyoursef forever, and you,
Jehovah, have becometheir God.

25 And now, Oh Jehovah
God, theword that you have spo-
ken concerning your servant, and
concerning hishouse, raiseit up
forever, and do what you have spo-
ken.

26 Andletyour namebegresat
forever, saying, Jehovah of hostsis
the God over Isradl, and let the
house of your servant, David, be
set up beforeyour face.

27 Because, Oh Jehovah of
hosts, God of Isragl, you havere-
veaded to the ear of your servant,
saying, | will build you a house;
thereforeyour servant hasfoundin
hisheart tojudgein prayer toyou
thisprayer.

28 And now, Oh Lord Jeho-
vah, you are that God, and your
wordsaretrue; and you have spo-
kento your servant thisgoodness,

29 And now, yield assent to
kneel down with goodnessto the
house of your servant, that it may
be forever before your face, be-
causeyou, Oh Lord Jehovah, have
spoken, and with your blessing let
the house of your servant be
blessed forever.

CHAPTERS
1 Anditwasjust after, and
David struck the Palestinians, and
they bent theknee, and David took
Metheg ha Ammah! out of the

18 :1 Metheg ha Ammah, means The Bridle
of the Mother City, and refers to Gath. Gath
had become the main city of the Palestinians,
which had reduced all the other Palestinian
cities to subservient cities, 1 Chr 18:1.



2 SAMUEL 8 David sirikes Moab, Zobah, Syria, Ammon, Palestine, Amalek, Edom; David's men

2  Andhestruck Moab, and
measured themwithaline, making
them liedown on the ground; and
he measured with twolines to put
todeath, and thefullnessof theline
to keep alive. And the Moabites
becameDavid sservants, and lifted
up giftstohim.

3 And David struck
Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king
of Zobah, as he walked to turn
back hishand e theriver Euphrates.

4  AndDavid captured from
him athousand and seven hundred
chariot horses, and twenty thou-
sandfootmen; and David hamsirung
all the chariot horses, and reserved
out of themahundred chariots.

5 Andthe Syriansof Dam-
ascuscameto surround Hadadezer,
king of Zobah, withaid, and David
struck of the Syrianstwenty-two
thousand men.

6 AndDavidputamilitary
post in Syriaof Damascus, and the
Syriansbecame servantsto David,
and lifted up gifts. And Jehovah
saved David everywhere he
walked.

7 AndDavidtook theshidds
of gold that were on the servants
of Hadadezer, and brought themto
Jerusdem.

8 AndfromBetah, andfrom
Berothal, citiesof Hadadezer, King
David took exceeding much
bronze.

9 AndToi, king of Hamath,
heard attentively that David had
struck al the host of Hadadezer,

10 And Toi sent Joram, his
son, to King David, to ask of his
peace, and to bless him, because
he had devoured against
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Hadadezer, and struck him, be-
cause Toi wasasaman of war to
Hadadezer. Andin hishand were
implements of silver, and imple-
mentsof gold, and implements of
bronze,

11 Both which King David
sanctified to Jehovah, withthesil-
ver and gold that he sanctified of
all peopleswhich hetreaded down,

12 Of Syria, and of Moab,
and of thechildren of Ammon, and
of the Palestinians, and of Amalek,
and of the spoil of Hadadezer, son
of Rehob, king of Zobah.

13 And David made him a
namewhen hereturned from strik-
ingtheSyriansinthevalley of sdlt,
el ghteen thousand men.

14 Andheput military posts
in Edom; he put military posts
throughout all Edom, and all they
of Edom becameDavid' sservants.
And Jehovah saved David every-
wherehewalked.

15 AndDavidreignedoverdl
Israel, and David wasthe doer of
judgment and righteousnessto al
hispeople.

16 And Joab, the son of
Zeruiah, was over the host, and
Jehoshaphat, theson of Ahilud, was
recorder;

17 And Zadok, the son of
Ahitub, and Ahimelech, the son of
Abiathar, were the priests; and
Seraiahwasthe scribe;

18 And Benaiah the son of
Jehoiadawas over both the body-
guards, and the official couriers;
and David' ssonswerepriests.*®

18 8:18 See 1 Chr 18:17 for the explanation
of the words, and David's sons were
priests.



David does mercy o the house of Saul, Mephibosheih; David sends envoy lo Hanun 2 SAM UEL 10

CHAPTERY9

1 AndDavid said, Isthere
still any whoisleft of the house of
Saul, and | will do him mercy on
account of Jonathan?

2 And of the house of Saul
there was a servant whose name
wasZiba. Andthey called himto
David, andthekingsaidtohim, Are
you Ziba? And he said, Your ser-
vant!

3 Andthekingsaid, Isthere
asoyet aman of thehouse of Saull,
and | will dothemercy of Godto
him? And Ziba said to the king,
there continuesto Jonathan ason,
maimedinhisfest.

4  Andthekingsaidto him,
Whereishe? And Zibasaid to the
king, Behold, heisinthe house of
Machir, the son of Ammiel, in
Lo debar.

5 AndKingDavid sent, and
took himout of thehouseof Machir,
the son of Ammid, from Lo debar.

6 Now Mephibosheth, the
son of Jonathan, the son of Saul,
cameto David, and hefell on his
face, and prostrated himself. And
Davidsad, Mephibosheth. Andhe
said, Behold, your servant!

7 AndDavidsadtohim, Do
not fear, because doing, | will do
to you mercy on account of
Jonathan, your father, and will re-
turn to you all the fields of Saul,
your father; and you shall eat food
at my tablecontinualy.

8 Andheprostrated himsdlf,
andsad, What isyour servant, that
you should face about to a dead
dogsuchasl|?

9 And the king called to
Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to
him, All that isto Saul, and all to
hishouse | have given to the son
your lord.

10 Andyoushdl work thesoil
for him, you, and your sons, and
your servants, and you shall bring
In, that theremay befood to eat to
the son of your lord; and
Mephibasheth, theson of your lord,
shall eat food continually at my
table. And Ziba had fifteen sons
and twenty servants.

11 AndZibasaidtotheking,
All that my lord, theking, hascom-
manded hisservant, so shall your
servant do. And Mephibosheth
shall eat at my tableasoneof the
sonsof theking.

12 AndtoMephiboshethwas
a young son, whose name was
Micha Andal whoweresestedin
thehouse of Zibawere servantsto
Mephibosheth.

13 And Mephibosheth sat
downin Jerusalem, becauseheate
continually at theking'stable, and
waslamein histwo feet.

CHAPTER 10

1 Anditwasright after, that
theking of the children of Ammon
died, and Hanun, hisson, reigned
inhisstead.

2 AndDavidsaid, | will do
mercy to Hanun, theson of Nahash,
ashisfather did mercy tome. And
David sent to comfort him by the
hand of hisservantsconcerning his
father. And David' sservantscame
into the land of the children of
Ammon.
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2 SAMUEL 10  Hanun reproaches Davids envoys; Joab strikes Ammonites and Syrians

3 Andthechief rulersof the
children of Ammon said to Hanun,
their lord, IsDavid giving heavy
glory to your father in your eyes
because he has sent comfortersto
you? Is it not to cross over to
searchthecity, andtowak asspies,
and David has sent hisservantsto
youto overthrow it?

4  AndHanuntook David's
servants, and shaved off theonehalf
of their beards, and cut off their
garmentsinthemiddle, totheir but-
tocks, and sent them away.

5 Andthey causedittostand
out boldly to David, and hesent to
meet them, becausethemen were
exceedingly reproached, and the
king said, Sit down at Jericho until
your beardshave grown, and then
return.

6 And the children of
Ammon saw that they stunk before
David, and the children of Ammon
sent and hired the Syriansof Beth
Rehob and the Syrians of Zoba,
twenty thousand footmen, and a
thousand men of King Maacah, and
twel vethousand men of | shtob.

7 And David attentively
heard, and he sent Joab and al the
host of themighty men.

8 And the children of
Ammon cameout and arrangedthe
battle at the entrance of the gate;
and the Syrians of Zoba, and of
Rehob, and themen of Ishtob, and
Maacah, were separate from
Ammoninthefied.®
8 10:8 The Ammonites had put themselves
in battle array, and the Syrian mercenaries
Ammon had sent for, had not yet been able to
join the Ammonites, and were still on their

way in the countryside. So Joab attacked the
Syrians before they could get to the Ammo-
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9  AndJoabsaw tha theface
of the battle was near him to his
faceand to hisrear, and he chose
all the choice men of Israel, and
arranged themto meet the Syrians,

10 Andwhat wasleft of the
people he gave into the hand of
Abishai, his brother, and he ar-
ranged them againgt the children of
Ammon.

11 Andhesad, If the Syrians
aretoo strong for me, thenyou are
to saveme, and if the children of
Ammon aretoo strong for you, then
I will walk to saveyou.

12 Seizing strength, let us
seize strength for our peopleand
for the cities of our God, and Je-
hovahwill dogoodin hiseyes.

13 And Joab drew near, and
the peoplewho werewith him, to
the battle against the Syrians, and
they fled before hisface.

14 And the children of
Ammon saw that the Syrianshad
fled, and they fled beforetheface
of Abishai, and enteredinto thecity.
And Joab returned from the chil-
dren of Ammon, and came to
Jerusadlem.

15 Andthe Syrianssaw that
they were struck before theface of
Israel, and they gathered them-
selvesasaunit.

16 And Hadarezer sent, and
brought out the Syrianswho were
acrosstheriver, and they cameto
Helam, and Shobach, thechief ruler
of the host of Hadarezer, was be-
foretheir face.
nites, thereby avoiding having to devour them
al arrayed against him at the same time. He
figured that the Ammonites would not attack

unless they could see that the Syrians were
defeating Israel.




David defeats Syrians; David sins against Bath Sheba and Uriah

17 Anditwascausedtostand
out boldly to David, and he gath-
eredtogether al Isradl, and crossed
over Jordan, and cameto Helam.
And the Syrians arranged them-
selvesto meet David, and devoured
agang him.

18 AndtheSyriansfledbefore
thefaceof Isradl, and Davidfatally
struck seven hundred chariotsand
forty thousand chariot horsesof the
Syrians, and he struck Shobach,
thechief ruler of their host, whodied
there.

19 Andadl thekings, servants
to Hadarezer, saw that they were
struck beforethefaceof Isradl, and
they completed peacewith Isragl,
and served them. Andthe Syrians
feared to save the children of
Ammonany more.

CHAPTER 11

1 Anditwasatthereturnof
theyear, a thetimekingsgo out to
battle, and David sent Joab, and
hisservantswithhim, anddl Israd!;
and they destroyed the children of
Ammon, and besieged Rabbah.
AndDavidsatin Jerusalem.

2 Anditwasinthetime of
dusk, and David rosefrom hisbed,
and walked upon the roof of the
houseof theking; and fromtheroof
he saw awoman bathing herself;
and thewoman wasvery goodin
appearance.

3 And David sent, and
treaded after thewoman. And one
said, Is not this Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam, thewifeof Uriah,
theHittite?

2SAMUEL 11

4  And David sent messen-
gers, and took her; and she came
intohim, and helay downwith her;
and shewas purified from her un-
cleanness, and shereturned to her
house.

5  Andthewomanconceived,
and sent, and caused it to stand out
boldly to David, and said, | amwith
child.

6 And David sent to Joab:
Send me Uriah, the Hittite. And
Joab sent Uriah to David.

7 And Uriah cameto him,
and Davidinquired of himabout the
peace of Joab, and the peace of
the people, and the prosperity’ of
thewar.

8 AndDavidsaidto Uriah,
Descend to your house, and wash
your feet. And Uriah walked out
of the king's house, and there
walked out after him a present
raised fromtheking.

9 AndUriahlay downatthe
door of theking'shousewithdl the
servants of hislord, and did not
descend to hishouse.

10 Andthey causedittostand
out boldly to David, saying, Uriah
did not descend to hishouse; and
David said to Uriah, Did you not
comefromyour journey? Andwhy
didyou not descend to your house?

11 AndUriahsaidto David,
Theark, and Israel, and Judah sit
inbooths, and my lord, Joab, and
theservantsof my lord, arepitched

7 11:7 prosperity is shalom, the same word
as the other two, the peace of Joab, the peace
of the people, the peace of the war. Shalom
means peace, safety, prosperity, and all good
things. That is why Shalom is the greeting
when you meet someone, and the greeting
when you leave someone.
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inthefaceof thefields, and shall |
go into my house, to eat, and to
drink, and to lie down with my
wife? Asyoulive, and asyour soul
lives, | will not do thisword.

12 AndDavidsaidto Uriah,
Sit down heretoday aso, and to-
morrow | will send you away. And
Uriahsat in Jerusdlemthat day and
the next day.

13 AndDavidcdledhim,and
he ate and drank before hisface,
and he made him drunk; and he
walked out at dusk tolieon hisbed
with the servantsof hislord, and
did not descend to hishouse.

14 Anditwasinthedawn, and
Davidwroteawriting to Joab, and
sent it by the hand of Uriah.

15 Andhewroteinthewrit-
ing, saying, Set Uriahinfront of the
faceof thestrongest battle, and turn
back from him, and hewill bestruck
anddie.

16 Andit was, Joab hedged
about thecity, andhegave Uriahin
aplacewhere he knew by seeing
that men of resourceswerethere.

17 And the men of the city
walked out and devoured against
Joab, and therefell of the people
of theservantsof David; and Uriah,
theHittite, died dso.

18 And Joab sent and caused
it to stand out boldly to David al
wordsconcerning thewar;

19 Andcommandedthemes-
senger, saying, When you have
ended speaking the words about
thewar totheking,

20 Andifitisthattheking's
wrath ascends, and he saystoyou,
Why did you draw near to thecity
to devour? Did you not know by
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David causes Uriah to be killed in battle

seeing that they would cause ar-
rowsto flow fromthewall?

21 Whosgtruck Abimeechthe
son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a
woman throw down apiece of a
millstone upon himfromthewall,
and hedied in Thebez? Why did
youdraw near tothewal?Andyou
say, Also your servant Uriah, the
Hittite, isdead. Jud9:53

22 And the messenger
walked, and came, and caused to
stand out boldly to David all that
Joab had sent.

23 Andthemessenger saidto
David, Assuredly themenprevailed
against us, and cameout to usinto
thefield, and wewere upon them
asfar asthe opening of thegate.

24 And the shooters caused
arrowsto flow uponyour servants
from upon the wall; and some of
theking'sservantsdied, and also
your servant Uriah, the Hittite, is
dead.

25 AndDavidsadtothemes
senger, Thusyou shal say to Joab,
Not being evil, let this not be an
evil wordinyour eyes, becausethe
sword devoursthisaswell asthat;
saizegrengthfor your bettleagainst
thecity, and pull it down; and you
saizestrengthfor him.

26 Andthewifeof Uriah at-
tentively heard that Uriah, her hus-
band, was dead, and she mourned
for her husband.

27 And the lamentation
crossed over, and David sent and
gathered her to hishouse, and she
wasto himawife, andborehima
son. And theword that David had
donewasevil intheeyesof Jeho-
vah.
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CHAPTER 12

1 AndJehovah sent Nathan
to David. And hecameto him, and
said to him, Thereweretwo men
inonecity; onerich, and one poor.

2 Totherich manwere ex-
ceeding many flocksand herds;

3 Andtothepoor manwas
nothing, except onelittleewelamb,
which hehad bought, and it lived,
and grew up together withhim, and
with hischildren; it ate of hismor-
sel, and drank from his cup, and
lay inhisbosom, andwastohimas
adaughter.

4  Andatraveler cametothe
rich man, and he spared to take
from hisflock and from hisherdto
dofor thetraveler who cametohim;
and took thelamb of the poor man,
and madeit for theman who came
tohim.

5 Andthenostrilsof David
burned againgt theman exceedingly,
and he said to Nathan, Jehovah
lives! Thesonof manwhodidthis
shdl die

6 And he shall make the
lamb completefourfold, becausehe
did thisword, and because hedid
not sparein pity.

7 AndNahansaidtoDavid,
You aretheman! Thus says Jeho-
vah God of Isragl, | anointed you
kingover Israe, and | snatched you
out of thehand of Saul;

8 Andlgaveyouyourlord's
house, and | gaveyour lord’ swives
into your bosom, and gaveyou the
houseof Isragl and of Judah; andif
that weretoo little, | would have
added to you thisand that.

9  Why haveyoudespisedthe
word of Jehovahtodo evil inhis
eyes?You havestruck Uriah, the
Hittite, with the sword, and have
taken hiswife as your wife, and
have struck him with the sword of
thechildren of Ammon.

10 Andnow the sword shall
not turn away fromyour housefor-
ever, because you have despised
me, and have taken the wife of
Uriah, theHittite, to beyour wife.

11 Thus says Jehovah, Be-
hold, I will raiseup evil against you
out of your own house, and | will
takeyour wivesbeforeyour eyes,
and givethemtoyour neighbor, and
heshdl liedownwithyour wivesin
theeyesof thissun.

12 Becauseyoudidit secretly,
but | will dothiswordinfront of al
Israel, and infront of thesun.

13 AndDavid saidtoNathan,
| havesinned againgt Jehovah. And
Nathan saidto David, Jehovah aso
hascrossed over your sin; youshdl
notdie.

14 Also, since causing to
scorn, you have caused those hat-
ing Jehovah to scorn by thisword,
the child also that isborn to you,
dying, shdl die.

15 AndNathanwalkedtohis
house. And Jehovah struck thechild
whom Uriah’swifeboreto David,
anditwasvery sick.

16 AndDavidsought Godfor
thechild, and David fasted afadt,
andwentinandlay downall night
ontheearth.

17 Andtheddersof hishouse
rose, and walked to him to raise
him up from the earth, and hedid
not breathe in agreement, and he
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did not cut food with them.

18 Anditwasontheseventh
day, and the child died. And the
servantsof David feared to cause
itto stand out boldly to himthat the
child had died, becausethey said,
Lo, whilethechildwasalive, we
spoke to him, and he would not
hear attentively our voice; and how
shall we say to him, Thechildis
dead; and hewill do badly?

19 And David saw that his
servantswhispered, and David un-
derstood that the child had died;
and David saidto hisservants, Has
thechild died? Andthey said, He
hasdied.

20 AndDavidrosefromthe
earth, and washed, and anointed
himself, and changed hisclothes,
and cameinto the house of Jeho-
vah, and progtrated himself; and he
cameto hisown house; and here-
quested, and they put food before
him, and heate.

21 And his servants said to
him, What word is this that you
have done? When the child was
alive you fasted and wept, and
whenthechild hasdiedyouriseand
eat food.

22 And he said, While the
childwasdlive, | fasted and wept,
because| said, Who can know by
seeing - and Jehovah may stoop
downingracetome, andthechild
may live?

23 Andnow hehasdied; why
should | fast? Am | ableto bring
himback again?l shdl waktohim,
and heshdl not returnto me.

24 And David comforted
Bathsheba, hiswife, andwentinto
her, and lay downwith her; and she
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boreason, and hecalled hisname
Solomon, and Jehovah loved him.

25 Andhesent by thehand of
Nathan, the prophet, and hecaled
his name Jedidiah,?® because of
Jehovah.

26 AndJoabdevouredagangt
Rabbah of thechildren of Ammon,
and captured theroyal city.

27 AndJoab sent messengers
toDavid, and said, | havedevoured
againgt Rabbah, and have captured
thecity of waters.

28 Andatthistimegather what
isleft of the peopletogether, and
pitch against the city, and takeit,
lest | capture the city, and it be
called after my name.

29 AndDavidgathereddl the
people together, and walked to
Rabbah, and devoured against it,
and capturedit.

30 And hetook their king's
crown from off his head, and its
weight wasataent of goldwiththe
precious stones; and it was on
David'shead. And he brought out
the spoil of thecity ingreat abun-
dance.

31 And he brought out the
people who were there, and put
them under saws, and under thresh-
ing instrumentsof iron, and under
cutting instruments of iron, and
caused themto crossover through

the brick-kiln;®* and so hedid to

2 12:25 Jedidiah, beloved of Jehovah. A
little known fact that Jehovah gave Solomon
another name at his birth, Jedidiah, meaning
beloved of Jehovah. No where else in the Bible

is it mentioned. Jehovah loved him. This is
the case with God with all babies, regardless of
the sins of their parents.

81 12:31 brick-kiln. The brick-kilns prob-
ably were the ovens where the pagans prac-
ticed sacrificing their babies in fire to Molek.
David returned upon their head the kind of
treatment they had done to their own babies.
See Note Lev 18:21.
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al the cities of the children of
Ammon. And David returned, and
all the peopleto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 13

1 Anditwasjust after, and
to Absalom, the son of David, was
abeautiful sster, and her namewas
Tamar; and Amnon, the son of
David, loved her.

2 And Amnon was so dis-
tressed that he was worn out on
account of his sister, Tamar, be-
causeshewasavirgin, andit was
difficultintheeyesof Amnontodo
to her anything.

3 And to Amnon was a
friend, whose name was Jonadab,
the son of Shimeah, David’'s
brother, and Jonadab was avery
killful man.

4  Andhesaidto him, Why
areyou, theking'sson, just dan-
gling in need from dawn to dawvn?
Will you not causeit to stand out
boldly tome? And Amnonsaidto
him, | love Tamar, the sister of
Absaom, my brother.

5 AndJonadab saidto him,
Lie down on your bed, and pre-
tend to beworn out; and your fa-
ther will cometo seeyou, and you
say to him, Please, let my sister
Tamar come, and feed me food,
and makethefood beforemy eyes
that | may see and eat from her
hand.

6 And Amnonlay down, and
pretended to beworn out, and the
king cameto see him, and Amnon
saidtotheking, Please, let Tamar,
my sister, come, and makefor me
acoupleof cakesbeforemy eyes,
that | may befed from her hand.
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7  AndDavid sent to Tamar
at the house, saying, Walk now to
your brother, Amnon’shouse, and
makefor himfood.

8 AndTamar wakedto her
brother, Amnon’s house, and he
waslying down. And shetook flour,
and kneaded it, and made cakes
before his eyes, and baked the
cakes.

9 And shetook apan, and
poured them out before hisface;
and herefused to eat. And Amnon
said, All mengo out fromme. And
they went out, every manfromhim.

10 AndAmnonsadtoTamar,
Bring thefood into the apartment,
and I will befed from your hand.
And Tamar took the cakeswhich
she had made, and brought them
to Amnon, her brother, into the
apartment.

11 Andshebroughttohimto
eat, and he seized her, and said to
her, Come, lie down with me, my
Sger.

12 Andshesaidto him, No,
my brother, do not look downwith
harshness upon me, because such
isnot doneinlsradl; donot dothis
foolishness.

13 Andl, whereshall | cause
my reproach to walk? And you,
you shall beasoneof thefoolsin
Israel. And now, speak, please, to
theking, becausehewill not with-
hold mefromyou.

14 Andhedidnot breathein
agreement to attentively hear her
voice, and, seizing her, helooked
downwith harshnessupon her, and
lay downwith her.

Al
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15 AndAmnonhated her with
ahatred exceedingly great, sothat
the hatred with which he hated her
wasgregter thanthelovewithwhich
hehad loved her. AndAmnon said
to her, Rise, walk.

16 Andshesadtohim, There
isnho cause; thisevil insending me
away isgreater than the other that
you do to me. And he would not
breathein agreement to attentively
hear her.

17 Andhecalled hisservant
that ministered to him, and said,
Sendthist”___away frommenow
outside, and bar the door after her.

18 Andonherwasalongtu-
nic, becausetherobesof theking's
daughterswho werevirginswere
clothed with such garments. And
his servant brought her out, and
barred the door after her.

19 AndTamar took asheson

her head, and tore her long tunic
that was on her, and put her hand
on her head, and walked the way
crying.
20 AndAbsaom, her brother,
said to her, Has Amnon, your
brother, beenwithyou?Evenat this
time, my Sster, beslent; heisyour
brother; do not hold thisword in
your heart. So Tamar sat down
desolateinthe house of Absalom,
her brother.

21 AndKingDavidatentivey
heard all these words, and he
burned exceedingly.

17.13:17 this, zot. Note that all his respect
for her is gone. In disgust he refers to her as
this! He no longer refers to her as sister, nor
even as woman. She is only a this now, since
he has satisfied his lust upon her. So very
often this is the way that men treat women
after they have used them to satisfy their
lust.
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22 And Absalom did not
speak to Amnon bad or good, be-
cause Absalom hated Amnon over
theword by which he had looked
downwith harshnessupon Tamar,
hissgter.

23 Anditwasafter twoyears
of days, and with Absalom were
flock shearersin Baa hazor, which
isbeside Ephraim; and Absalom
caleddl theking'ssons.

24  AndAbsaomcametothe
king, and said, Behold now, toyour
servant areflock shearers; please
let theking and hisservantswalk
withyour servant.

25 And the king said to
Absalom, No, my son; let us not
al now walk, lest we be heavy to
you. And he broke out with plead-
ing upon him, and he did not
breathein agreement towalk, and
blessed him.

26 AndAbsdomsaid, Andif
not, please, let my brother, Amnon,
wak withus. Andthekingsaidto
him, Why should hewak withyou?

27 And Absalom broke out
with pleading to him, and he sent
Amnonanddl theking'ssonswith
him.

28 AndAbsdomcommanded
hisservants, saying, Seenow when
Amnon’'sheart isgood with wine,
and| say toyou, Strike Amnonand
kill him, do not fear because| have
commanded you; seize strength,
and be sons of resources.

29 And the servants of
Absalom did to Amnon what
Absalom commanded. And dl the
king's sons rose, and every man
rode upon hismule, and fled.
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30 Anditwas, they wereon
the way, and the report came to
David, saying, Absalom hasstruck
all theking'ssons, and not oneis
left of them.

31 Andthekingroseandtore
hisgarments, and lay down onthe
earth; and dl hisservantsstationed
by himwiththeir garmentstorn.

32 And Jonadab, the son of
Shimeah, David’'s brother, an-
swered, and said, Let not my lord
say that al the young men, the
king's sons, are killed, because
Amnon only iskilled, because by
themouth of Absalomthishasbeen
put in place from the day that he
looked down with harshnessupon
hissger, Tamar.

33 Andnow let not my lord,
theking, takethewordto heart, to
say that dl theking' ssonsarekilled,
becausethat Amnon only iskilled.

34 And Absalom fled. And
theyoung manwho kept thewatch
lifted up hiseyes, and saw, and o,
thereweremany peopleontheway
behind himonthesideof thehill.

35 And Jonadab said to the
king, Behold, the sonsof theking
come; what your servant spoke, so
itis.

36 And it was, he finished
speaking, and behold, theking's
sonscame, and lifted uptheir voice,
and wept; and the king a'so, and
al hisservantswept very greatly.

37 And Absalom fled, and
walked to Talmai, the son of
Ammihud, king of Geshur. And
David mourned for hisson every

day.

38 And Absaom fled, and
walked to Geshur, and wasthere
threeyears.

39 And King David ended
going after Absalom, because he
was comforted over Amnonsince
hewasdead.

CHAPTER 14

1 And Joab, the son of
Zeruiah, knew by seeing that the
king'sheart wasupon Absalom.

2 AndJoab sent to Tekoah,
and took thereawisewoman, and
saidto her, Please, mourn, and put
onmourning garmentsnow, and do
not anoint yourself with oil, and be
as awoman that had mourned a
long day for the dead;

3 Andcometotheking, and
speak to him thisword. And Joab
put thewordsin her mouth.

4  Andthewoman of Tekoah
saidtotheking, and shefell on her
face to the earth, and prostrated
hersdlf, and said, Saveme, Ohking.

5 Andtheking saidto her,
What troublesyou?And shesaid,
| amindeed awidow woman, and
my husband isdead.

6 Andtoyour maidservant
weretwo sons, and they two fought
together inthefield, and therewas
noneto snatch them away, and the
onestruck theother andkilled him.

7 And behold, the whole
family hasrisen against your maid-
servant, and they said, Give him
who struck hisbrother, that wemay
put him to death for the soul of his
brother whom hekilled, andwewill
dsodesolaetheheir; and they shall
extinguishmy ember whichisleft,
and shall not put my husband’s
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name or survivor upon theface of
theearth.

8 And theking said to the
woman, Walk toyour house, and |
will command concerning you.

9 Andthewoman of Tekoah
sadtotheking, My lord, Ohking,
let theiniquity beon meand onmy
father’ shouse, and thekingand his
throne beinnocent.

10 Andtheking said, Who-
ever speaksto you, bring himto
me, and he shadl not touch you any
more.

11 Andshesad,pleas letthe
king remember Jehovah your God,
that you would not increase the
kinsman redeemers of blood to
destroy any more, lest they deso-
latemy son. And hesaid, Jehovah
lives! Not ahair of your son shall
fdl totheearth.

12 Andthewomansaid, Let
your maidservant, please, speak a
wordto my lord, theking. And he
said, Speak.

13 Andthewomansaid, And
why haveyou caculated thisagaingt
the people of God, and the king
speaks this word as one who is
guilty, Sncetheking doesnot cause
hisbanished toreturn?

14 Because dying, we shall
die, and are as water poured out
ontheearth, which cannot begath-
ered again, and God does not re-
spect any soul; and he calcul ates
devices that his banished not be
banished fromhim.

15 Andnowthat | havecome
to speak to my lord, theking, this
word, it isbecausethe peoplehave
made meafraid; and your maidser-
vant said, | will now speak to the
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king; it may bethat theking will do
theword of hismaidservant.

16 Becausetheking will at-
tentively hear, to snatch away his
mai dservant out of the palm of the
man who would desolate me and
my son together out of theinherit-
ance of God.

17 Andyour maidsarvant sad,
Theword of my lord, theking, shdll
now be at rest, because asames-
senger of God, soismy lord, the
king, to attentively hear good and
bad, and Jehovah your God will be
withyou.

18 And the king answered
and said to thewoman, Please do
not hide from metheword that |
ghall ask you. Andthewomansaid,
Let my lord, theking, now speak.

19 And the king said, The
hand of Joabiswithyouinal this?
And the woman answered and
said, Your soul lives, my lord, the
king! Thereisnothingtotheright
hand or totheleft of dl that my lord,
theking, hasspoken, becauseyour
servant Joab commanded me, and
heput dl thesewordsinthe mouth
of your maidservant,

20 To cross over to circle
around the face of these words;
your servant Joab has done this
word, and my lord iswise, accord-
ing to the wisdom of amessenger
of God to know by seeing all that
isintheearth.

21 Andtheking saidto Joab,
Behold now, | havedonethisword,;
and walk; cause the young man,
Absalom, toreturn.

22 AndJoab fell onhisface
to the earth, and prostrated him-
sdlf, and blessed theking; and Joab
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said, Today your servant knowsby
seeing that thereisgracein your
eyestoward me, my lord, Ohking,
inthat the king has donetheword
of hisservant.

23 AndJoabrose, andwaked
to Geshur, and brought Absalom
to Jerusalem.

24 Andthekingsad, Lethim
turnto hisown house, andlet him
not seemy face. And Absalomre-
turnedto hisown house, and hedid
not seetheface of theking.

25 Andindl lsrael therewas
not aman so beautiful to boast ex-
ceedingly as Absalom; from the
sole of hisfoot, and to thecrown
of hishead therewasno blemishin
him.

26 Andheshaved hishead -
and it was at the end of daysthat
heshavedit, becauseit washeavy
on him, - and he shavedit, and he
weighed thehair of hishead at two
hundred shekelsaccording to the
king'sstone.

27 And to Absalom there
were born three sons and one
daughter, whosenamewas Tamar;
she was a woman of a beautiful
appearance.

28 And Absalom sat down
twoyearsof daysin Jerusdem, and
did not seetheking'sface.

29 And Absalom sent for
Joab, to send himto theking, and
hedid not breathein agreement to
cometo him; and he sent againthe
secondtime, and hedid not breathe
inagreement to come.

30 Andhesadtohissaervants,
See, the allotment of land of Joab
isnear mine, and to him thereis
barley; walk and setitonfire. And

Absalom’s servants set the all ot-
ment of land onfire.

31 And Joab rose and came
to Absalomto hishouse, and said
tohim, Why haveyour servantsset
my alotment of land onfire?

32 And Absalom answered
Joab, Lo, | sent to you, saying,
Comehere, that | may send youto
theking, to say, Why havel come
from Geshur? It would have been
good for methat | werestill there;
andat thistimelet meseetheking's
face; andif thereisany iniquity in
me, let himkill me,

33 AndJoabcametotheking,
and caused it to stand out boldly to
him, and hecdlledfor Absdom; and
he cametotheking, and prostrated
himself with hisnogtrilstotheearth
beforetheface of theking, and the
king kissed Absalom.

CHAPTER 15

1 Anditwasjust after, that
Absdommadefor himsdf chariots
and horsesand fifty mento run be-
forehisface.

2 And Absalom loaded up
early, and stood besidetheway of
the gate; and it was, any man that
to himwasacontroversy cameto
thekingfor judgment, and Absalom
cdledtohim, and said, Of what city
are you? And he said, Your ser-
vantisof oneof thetribesof |sradl.

3 AndAbsadomsadtohim,
See, your wordsaregood and right,
and thereisno man of thekingto
attentively hear you.

4  AndAbsdomsad, Ohthat
| wereput astheonejudginginthe
land, sothat every mantowhomis
any controversy or need for judg-
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ment might come to me, and |
would do himright!

5 Anditwas whenany man
came near to prostrate himself to
him, he sent out his hand, and
seized him, and kissed him.

6 And Absalom did this
word to all Israel who came for
judgment totheking, and Absdlom
stole the hearts of the men of Is-

rad.
7 Andit was at the end of
four years, and Absdom saidtothe

king, please, let mewalk, and make
my vow complete, which | vowed
to Jehovahin Hebron.

8 Because your servant
vowed avow whilel sat down at
Geshur in Syria, saying, If Jehovah
returning me, shall return me to
Jerusalem, then | will serve Jeho-
vah.

9 Andthekingsaidtohim,
Walk in peace. And herose, and
walked to Hebron.

10 And Absalom sent those
walking asspiesthroughout al the
tribesof Israel, saying, Whenyou
attentively hear the sound of the
trumpet, then you shall say,
Absalomreignsin Hebron.

11 And two hundred men
walked with Absalom out of
Jerusalem, called ones, and they
walked in their complete inno-
cence, and they did not know a
word.

12 And Absalom sent for
Ahithophd, theGilonite, counseor
to David, out of his city, out of
Giloh, whilehesacrificed sacrifices.
Andtheconspiracy wasstrong, and
the people were walking and in-
creasngwith Absalom.
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13 Andtherecameamessen-
ger to David, saying, Theheartsof
the men of Israel are after
Absaom.

14 AndDavidsaidtoal his
servants who were with him at
Jerusalem, Rise, and let usflee,
becausewe shdl not otherwisees-
capefrom Absadom; waking, flow
likeliquid, lest heflowing likelig-
uid reachesus, and bringsevil upon
us, and strikes the city with the
mouth of the sword.

15 And the king's servants
sadtotheking, Behold, dl that my
lord, the king, shall decide - Be-
hold! Weareyour servants!

16 Andthekingwalkedand
al hishouseonfoot. Andtheking
left ten women, concubines, to
hedge about the house.

17 Andthekingwent out, and
all thepeopleonfoot, and stoodin
Beth haMerchaqg.

18 And all his servants
crossed on at hishand, and al the
body guard, and dl theofficia cou-
riers, and al the Gittites, six hun-
dred men who cameon foot from
Gath, crossed on before the face
of theking.

19 Andthekingsaidtolttal,
the Gittite, Why doyouwalk also
with us? Turn back to your place,
and st downwiththeking, because
you areastranger and also an ex-
ile

20 Yesterday you came, and
today should | causeyou to wan-
der withus?Walking, | walk wher-
ever | canwalk; turnback, andturn
back your brothers;, mercy and
truth bewithyou.
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21 And Ittai answered the
king, and said, As Jehovah lives,
andmy lord, theking, lives, surely
in what place there my lord, the
king, shall be, whether in death or
life, eventhereyour servantwill be.

22 And David said to Ittai,
Walk, and crossover. Andttal, the
Gittite, crossed over, and al his
men, anddl thelittleoneswhowere
withhim.

23 Andall the country wept
withaloudvoice, anddl thepeople
crossed over; theking also crossed
over thestreamKidron, and dl the
people crossed over, facing the
way of the desert.

24 Andlo, dsoZadok,anddl
the Leviteswith him, boretheark
of the covenant of God, and they
poured the ark of God in place;
and Abiathar caused offeringsto
ascend?“ until all the people had
completed crossing out of thecity.

25 And the king said to
Zadok, Return the ark of God to
thecity; if | shal find graceinthe
eyesof Jehovah hewill returnme,
and causemeto seeit and hisplace
of rest;

2 15:24 Abiathar caused offerings to as-
cend until. The word for ascend, alah, is
the same word normally translated ascend. It
is the word to cause a sacrifice to ascend as a
burnt offering, and generally sacrifice or burnt
offering appears with it. Since no other word
appears here with ascend, we do not know for
sure what it means that Abiathar caused to
ascend while all the people crossed over. Since
it would take quite a while for them all to
cross over out of the city, and the priests and
Levites had the ark of the covenant with them,
which had been firmly placed, we suppose that
Abiathar was causing sacrifices and offering
to ascend to sanctify the king and the people
in their retreat to safety. See 1 Sam 2:28; 2
Sam 24:22.

26 Andif hethussays, | have
no inclinationtoward you, behold,
let himdotomewhatisgoodinhis

eyes.

27 And the king said to
Zadok, thepriest, You see! Return
tothecity in peace, and Ahimaaz,
your son, and Jonathan, the son of
Abiathar, your two sonswith you.

28 See | will watinthedesert
of the open country until there
comesword from you to causeit
to stand out boldly to me.

29 And Zadok and Abiathar
returned theark of God to Jerusa-
lem, and they sat downthere.

30 And David ascended by
the ascent of Olivet, and wept as
he ascended, and his head was
covered, and hewalked barefoot;
and all the peoplewho werewith
him; every man covered hishead,
and ascending, they ascended,
weeping asthey ascended.

31 Andonecausedittostand
out boldly to David, saying,
Ahithophel isamong thosetied to
Absalom. And David said, Oh Je-
hovah, pleaseturn the counsel of
Ahithophd intofoolishness.

32 Anditwas, David cameto
the head of the mount, where he
worshipped God there, and be-
hold, Hushai, the Architecameto
meet himwith hisclothingtorn, and
dirt upon hishead;

33 AndtowhomDavid said,
If you crossover withme, thenyou
shall beaburdento me;

34 Andif youturnback tothe
city, and say toAbsalom, | will be
your servant, Oh king; as| have
been your father’s servant until
now, so now | will also be your
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servant; and you may break up for
methecounsd of Ahithophel.

35 Andaretherenotwithyou
Zadok and Abiathar, the priests?
Andit shdl be, that whatever word
you shal atentively hear out of the
king’'shouse, you shall causeitto
stand out boldly to Zadok and
Abiathar, thepriests.

36 Behold, therearewiththem
their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s
son, and Jonathan, Abiathar’ sson;
and you shall send by their handto
meevery word that you attentively
hesr.

37 And Hushai, David’s
friend, came into the city, and
Absalom cameinto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 16

1 AndDavidcrossedover a
little of the head of thehill, and be-
hold, Ziba, the servant of
Mephibosheth, met him, with a
team of donkeysbound, and upon
them two hundred loavesof breed,
and ahundred cakesof raisins, and
ahundred of harvest produce, and
askin bottleof wine.

2 AndthekingsaidtoZiba,
What do you mean by these? And
Zibasaid, Thedonkeysarefor the
king's house to ride on, and the
bread and harvest producearefor
theyoung mento edt; andthewine,
for thosewho areexhausted inthe
deserttodrink.

3 And the king said, And
whereisyour lord’'sson?And Ziba
saidtotheking, Behold, hesitsin
Jerusalem, because hesaid, Today
the house of Israel shall returnto
methekingdom of my father.
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4  AndthekingsaidtoZiba,
Behold, to you is al that is to
Mephibosheth. And Ziba said, |
prostrate myself to you in whose
eyesthereisgracetome, my lord,
Ohking.

5 AndKingDavid cameto
Bahurim, and behold, there came
out aman of thefamily of thehouse
of Saul, whose namewas Shimei,
the son of Gera; he coming out,
cameout, and madelight of him.

6 And he threw stones at
David, and at all the servants of
King David, and al the peopleand
al themighty menwereon hisright
hand and on hislft.

7 Andthussaid Shime when
he made light of him, Come out,
comeout, you bloody man, andyou
man of worthlessness;

8  Jehovahhasreturned upon
you all the blood of the house of
Saul, in whose stead you have
reigned; and Jehovah hasgiventhe
kingdominto thehand of Absalom,
your son, and behold, you areevil
because you are abloody man.

9 And Abishai, the son of
Zeruiah, said to the king, Why
should thisdead dog makelight of
my lord, the king? Let me cross
over, please, and take off hishead.

10 Andthekingsaid, Whatis
withyou, you sonsof Zeruiah?L et
himthusmakelight of me, because
Jehovah hassaidtohim, Makelight
of David. Who shdl then say, Why
haveyou done so?

11 AndDavidsadtoAbisha,
andtoal hisservants, Behold, my
sonwho came out of my insides,
seeks my soul, and shall not this
Benjamitedoit?Leave him, and
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let him makelight of me, because
Jehovah hassaiditto him.

12 PerhapsJehovahwill see
my affliction, and Jehovahwill re-
turnto megood intheplaceof his
cursingthisday.

13 And David and his men
walked by the way, and Shimei
walked along onthesideof thehill
beside him, and madelight of him
ashewalked; and threw stonesat
him, and threw dust.

14 Andthe king and all the
people who were with him came
weary and breathed awhilethere.

15 AndAbsalomandall the
people- themen of Israel - came
to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel with
him.

16 Anditwas, when Hushai
theArchite, David'sfriend, came
to Absalom, that Hushai said to
Absalom, Letthekinglive! Letthe
kinglivel

17 And Absalom said to
Hushal, Isthisyour mercy toyour
friend?Why did you not walk with
your friend?

18 And Hushai said to
Absalom, No; because whom Je-
hovah and thispeopleand all the
men of Isragl, choose, hisl will be,
andwithhim| will st down.

19 Andagan,whomshould|
serve? Should | not serve before
thefaceof hisson?Asl| haveserved
beforetheface of your father, sol
will be beforeyour face.

20 And Absalom said to
Ahithophel, Give counsdl, youto-
gether, what we shall do.

21 And Ahithophel said to
Absalom, Go in to your father’s
concubines, whom he has depos-

ited to hedge about the house, and
adl Isradl shall attentively hear that
you stink to your father; and the
handsof al who arewith you shdl
seizesrength.

22 Andthey stretched out a
tent for Absalom upon the top of
thehouse, and Absdlomwentinto
hisfather’sconcubinesintheeyes
of al Isragl. 2sam12:11

23 And the counsel of
Ahithophel, whichhecounsdedin
those days, was asaman had in-
quired at theword of God; sowas
al the counsd of Ahithophel, both
with David, and with Absalom.

CHAPTER 17

1 And Ahithophel said to
Absalom, Let me now choose out
twelvethousand men, and | will rise
and pursue after David tonight;

2 Andlwill comeuponhim
whileheistired and dack handed,
and will makehimtremble; and dll
the peoplewho arewith him shall
flee; and | will striketheking only,

3 Andl will turnback al the
peopletoyou, thereturn of al ex-
cept the man whom you seek; all
the people shall bein peace.

4  Andthewordwasrightin
theeyesof Absalomand dl thed-
dersof Isragl.

5 AndAbsalom said, Now
call Hushai, the Archite, also, and
let usattentively hear alsowhat is
inhismouth.

6 And Hushai came to
Absdom,and Absdomsadtohim,
Ahithophel has spoken these
words; shall wedo after hiswords?
If not, you speak.

9



2 SAMUEL 17 Absalom accepls Hushai's counsel; a woman prolects the messengers to David

7 And Husha said to
Absalom, The counsel that
Ahithophel has counseled is not
good at thisstroke;

8 And Husha said, You
know by seeing your father and his
men, that they aremighty men, and
they arebitter intheir soul, asabear
bereavedinthefield; and your fa-
ther isaman of war, and will not
lodgewiththepeople.

9 Behold, at thistimeheis
hidden in apit, or in some other
place, and it will be, someof them
shdl fal & thecommencement, and
whoever atentively hearsitwill say,
Thereisablow among the people
whofollow Absdom.

10 Andhealsowhoisason
of resources, whose heartisasthe
heart of alion, melting, shall melt,
becausedl Israel knowsby seeing
that your father isamighty man, and
so are the sons of resourceswith
him.

11 Thereforel counsd that dll
Israel being gathered, shall be
gathered toyou, from Danto Beer
Sheba, as the sand that is by the
seafor abundance; and that your
facewaksinthebattle.

12 Andwe shall comeupon
himinaplacewheretherehe shal
befound, andwewill settleonhim
asthedew falsontheground; and
thereshall not beleft of him, and of
al the men who are with him so
much asone.

13 Andif hegetsintoacity,
thenall Isragl will lift ropestothat
city, and we will drag it into the
gream, until thereisnot foundthere
evenaparticle.
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14 AndAbsalomandall the
men of Israel said, The counsel of
Hushai, the Archite, isbetter than
thecounsd of Ahithophd. And Je-
hovah had commanded to bregk up
thegood counsdl of Ahithophd, in
order that Jehovah might bring evil
upon Absalom.

15 AndHusha saidto Zadok
and to Abiathar, the priests, This
and this Ahithophel counseled
Absalom and theeldersof Israel,
and thisand this| have counseled.

16 And at this time send
quickly, and causeit to stand out
boldly to David, saying, Do not
lodgethisnight inthe open country
of the desert, and crossing over,
crossover, lest the king be swal-
lowed up, and al the peoplewho
arewithhim.

17 And Jonathan and
Ahimaaz stood by Enrogel, and a
maidservant walked and caused it
to stand out boldly to them; and
they walked, and causeditto stand
out boldly to King David because
they could not be seen cominginto
thecity.

18 And a young man saw
them, and caused it to stand out
boldly to Absalom; and they
walked, thetwo of them, quickly,
and came to a man's house in
Bahurim, towhomwasadug well
in his yard, and they descended
there.

19 Andthewomantook, and
spread out acovering over theface
of thewell, and soread groundgrain
upon it; and the word was not
known by seeing.
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20 AndAbsalom’s servants
cameto thewoman to the house,
andthey said, WhereareAhimaaz
and Jonathan? Andthewomansaid
to them, They have crossed over
the brook of water. And they
sought, and could not find them,
and they returned to Jerusalem.

21 And it was, after they
walked, they ascended out of the
dugwell, and walked, and caused
ittostand out boldly to King David,
and saidto David, Riseand cross
over quickly over the water, be-
causejust so has Ahithophel coun-
sdled againgt you.

22 AndDavidroseandall the
people who were with him, and
they crossed over Jordan; by the
light of the dawn therelacked not
one of them who had not crossed
over Jordan.

23 And Ahithophel saw that
his counsel was not done, and he
bound his donkey, and rose, and
walkedto hishouse, tohiscity, and
commanded hishouse, and hanged
himself, and died, and was buried
inthesepulcher of hisfather.

24 And David came to
Mahanaim. And Absalom crossed
over Jordan, heand all themen of
|srad withhim.

25 AndAbsalom put Amasa
over the host instead of Joab, and
Amasa was a man’s son whose
namewas|thra, an Israglite, who
wentinto Abigail, the daughter of
Nahash, sister to Zeruiah, Joab’s
mother.

26 And Israel and Absalom
pitchedintheland of Gilead.

27 Anditwas, David cameto
M ahanaim, and Shobi, the son of
Nahash of Rabbah of thechildren
of Ammon, and Machir, the son of
Ammid of Lo debar, and Barzilla,
the Gileaditeof Rogdim,

28 Brought beds, and basons,
and earthenvessd's, and whest, and
barley, and flour, androasted grain,
and beans, and lentils,

29 And honey, and curdled
milk, andflock anima's, and cheese
of cattleto bring near to David, and
for the peoplewhowerewith him,
to eat, because they said, The
people are hungry and tired and
thirsty inthedesert.

CHAPTER 18

1 And David visited the
peoplewhowerewith him, and put
over them chief rulersof thousands,
and chief rulersof hundreds.

2 AndDavid sentout athird
part of the people under the hand
of Joab, and athird part under the
hand of Abishal, thesonof Zeruiah,
Joab’sbrother, and athird part un-
der the hand of Ittai, the Gittite.
And the king said to the people,
Goingout, | will goout mysdlf dso
withyou.

3 Andthepeopleanswered,
Youshdl not goout, becauseif flee-
ing, weflee, they will not put their
heart on us, and if half of usdie,
they will not put their heart on us,
because now you areliketen thou-
sand of us; and now it isbetter that
you helpusfromout of thecity.

4  Andthekingsaidtothem,
| will dowhat isgoodinyour eyes.
And theking stood at the hand of
the gate, and all the people came
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out by hundredsand by thousands.

5  Andtheking commanded
Joab, and Abishai, and Ittai, say-
ing, Deal gently for my sakewith
theyoung man, with Absdlom. And
al the people heard attentively
when theking commanded al the
chief rulers concerning theword
about Absalom.

6  And the people went out
intothefieldtomeet Isradl, and the
battlewasintheforest of Ephraim,

7  Wherethepeopleof Isradl
were struck beforetheface of the
servantsof David, and therewas
there a great blow that day of
twenty thousand.

8 And the battle there was
forcibly scattered over theface of
al the land, and the woods de-
voured more peoplethanthesword
devoured that day.

9 AndAbsdomcamebefore
theface of the servantsof David.
And Absalom rode uponamule,
and themulewent under thethick
boughsof agreat oak, and hishead
caught hold of the oak, and hewas
given up between the heavensand
the earth; and the mule that was
under him crossed on.

10 Andacertainmansaw it,
and caused it to stand out boldly to
Joab, and said, Behold, | saw
Absalom suspended in an oak.

11 AndJoab said to theman
who caused it to stand out boldly
tohim, And lo, you saw him, and
why did you not strikehimthereto
theearth, and | would have given
you ten shekels of silver, and a
girde

552

12 Andtheman saidto Joab,
Though| shouldweighinmy pam
athousand shekd sof slver, | would
not send out my hand against the
son of theking, becauseinour ears
the king commanded you, and
Abishal, and Ittai, saying, Hedge
about everyone from the young
man, Absalom.

13 Also | would have done
fdsehood againg my ownsoul, and
not any word is hidden from the
king, and you would havestood out
boldly against meyoursdf.

14 And Joab said, | will not
just wait beforeyour face! And he
took three spearsin hispalm, and
thrust them through the heart of
Absdomwhilehewasyet divein
the heart of the oak.

15 And ten young men who
bore Joab’ s weapons surrounded
andstruck Absalom, andkilledhim.

16 And Joab blew the trum-
pet, and the people turned back
fromrunning after |srael, because
Joab restrained the people.

17 And they took Absalom,
andthrew himintoagrest pitinthe
woods, and stationed avery great
heap of stones upon him; and all
Israel fled every oneto histent.

18 And Absalom had taken
and stationed for himself amonu-
ment whilealive, whichisinthe
king'sdale, becausehesaid, There
IS no son to me so that my name
will beremembered; and hecalled
themonument after hisown name,
and it is called The Hand of
Absaomtothisday.
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19 AndAhimaaz, the son of
Zadok, said, Let menow run and
announce good tidingsto theking
that Jehovah has vindicated him
againg those hating him.

20 AndJoabsaidtohim,You
arenot theman to announce good
tidingsthisday, and you shall an-
nounce good tidingsanother day;
andthisday you shall not announce
goodtidings, becausetheking'sson
isdead.

21 And Joab said to Cushi,
Walk! Causewhat you have seen
to stand out boldly totheking. And
Cushi prostrated himself to Joab
andran.

22 AndyetaganAhimaaz, the
son of Zadok, said to Joab, Beit
whatever, please let me also run
after Cushi. And Joab said, What
isthis! Will you run, my son? No
tidingsexist toyou!

23 Beitwhatever, let merun!
And he said to him, Run. And
Ahimaaz ran by theway of thecir-
cuit, and crossed past Cushi.

24 AndDavidsat betweenthe
two gates, and the watchman
walked to theroof over thegateto
thewall, andlifted up hiseyes, and
saw, and behold a man running
done.

25 Andthewatchman called
out, and caused it to stand out
boldly to the king. And the king
said, If heisalonethereare good
tidingsinhismouth. Andwalking,
hewalked, and drew near.

26 And the watchman saw
another man running, and the
watchman called out to the door-
keeper, and said, Behold a man
running separately. And theking

said, Hea so announcesgood tid-
INgs

27 Andthewatchmansaid, |
seetherunning of thefirst likethe
running of Ahimaaz, the son of
Zadok. Andtheking said, Heisa
good man, and comeswith good
tidings

28 AndAhimaaz called, and
said to the king, Peace! And he
prostrated himself beforetheking
with hisnostrilsto the earth, and
said, Blessed isJehovah your God,
who hasshut upthemenwholifted
up their hand against my lord, the
king.

29 Andthekingsad, Isthere
peacetotheyoung man, Absdom?
And Ahimaaz answered, | saw a
great tumult when Joab sent the
king'sservant, your servant, and |
did not know by seeing what.

30 Andtheking saidto him,
Turnaround! Stand here! And he
turned around, and stood.

31 Andbehold, Cushi came,
and Cushi said, Good tidings, my
lord, theking, because Jehovah has
judged today al themwho roseup
agangyou.

32 AndthekingsaidtoCushi,
Isthere peace to the young man,
Absalom? And Cushi said, May
thosehating my lord, theking, and
al whoriseagainst youfor evil be
asthat young man.

33 Andthekingwasagitated,
and ascended to theroom over the
gateand wept; andthushesaid as
hewalked, Oh my son, Absalom,
my son, my son, Absalom! Ohthat
| weregiventodieinyour place;
Oh Absalom, my son, my son!
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CHAPTER 19

1 Anditwascausedtostand
out boldly to Joab, Behold, theking
weepsand mournsfor Absalom.

2 Andthevictory that day
was mourning to all the people,
because the people heard atten-
tively that day, saying, Thekingis
grievedfor hisson.

3 And the people that day
went into the city by stealth, as
people reproached steal away
whenthey fleein battle.

4  Andtheking covered his
face, and theking criedwithaloud
voice, Oh my son, Absalom, Oh
Absaom, my son, my son!

5 And Joab came into the
house to the king, and said, You
have made us ashamed today be-
forethefacesof al your servants,
whothisday have caused your soul
to escape, and the souls of your
sons, and of your daughters, and
the souls of your wives, and the
soulsof your concubines,

6 Bylovingthosewho hate
you, and hatingthosewholoveyou,
because you have caused to stand
out boldly today that princes or
servants do not exist to you, be-
cause| know by seeing today that
if Absdlomhadlivedand al wehad
died today, now it would beright
inyour eyes.

7 Andnow rise, goout, and
Speak to the heart of your servants,
because by Jehovah| swear, if you
do not go out, not aman will stay
withyou thenight; and thiswill be
moreevil toyouthandl theevil that
cameuponyoufromyour youthuntil
NOW.
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8 Andthekingroseand sat
inthegate. And they caused it to
stand out boldly to al the people,
saying, Behold, theking sitsinthe
gate. And al the people came be-
foretheface of theking - and Is-
rael had fled every manto histent.

9 And al the people were
judging throughout al thetribes of
Isadl, saying, Theking snatched us
out of the palm of those hating us,
and he caused usto escape out of
the palm of the Palestinians; and
now heisfled out of theland over
Absaom.

10 And Absalom whom we
anointed over usisdead in battle.
Andnowwhy areyouslenttobring
back theking?

11 And King David sent to
Zadok andtoAbiathar, thepriests,
saying, Speak to the elders of
Judah, saying, Why areyouthelast
to bring back theking to hishouse?
Andthewordof dl Isragl hascome
tothekingto hishouse.

12 Youaremy brothers; you
aremy bonesand my flesh! Why
areyou thelast to bring back the
king?

13 And you say to Amasa,
Areyou not my boneand my flesh?
God do to me, and more also, if
you are not chief ruler of the host
before my faceall daysin placeof
Joab.

14 Andhestretched away to
himself the heart of al themen of
Judah asof oneman, and they sent
to the king, Return! You, and all
your servants!

15 Andthekingreturnedand
cameto Jordan. And Judah came
to Gilgal towalk to meet theking,
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to crosstheking over Jordan.

16 And Shimel, the son of
Gera, a Benjamite, who was of
Bahurim, flowed likeliquid, and
descended with the men of Judah
to meet King David,

17 And a thousand men of
Benjaminwith him, and Ziba, the
servant of the house of Saul, and
hisfifteen sons, and histwenty ser-
vantswith him; and they pushed
forward over Jordan before the
faceof theking;

18 And crossed over at a
crossing placeto causetheking's
houseto crossover, and to do good
inhiseyes; and Shimel, the son of
Gera, fell down beforetheface of
the king as he crossed over Jor-
dan;

19 Andsaidtotheking, Let
not my lord caculaeiniquity tome,
and do not remember what your
servant did perversely the day that
my lord, the king, went out of
Jerusalemthat theking should take
itto hisheart,

20 Because your servant
knowsby seeingthat | havesinned,
and behold, | have comethefirst
today of al the house of Josephto
descend to meet my lord, theking!

21 And Abishai, the son of
Zeruiah, answered, and said, Shall
Shimei not be put to death for this,
because he made light of the
anointed of Jehovah?

22 And David said, What
shall | do with you, you sons of
Zeruiah, that you should today be
adversariesto me? Shall any man
be put to death today in Israel?
Because, do | not know by seeing
that | amtoday king over Isragl ?

2SAMUEL 19

23 And the king said to
Shimei, You shall not die. And the
king sworetohim.

24  And Mephibosheth, the
son of Saul, descended to meet the
king, and had neither done hisfest,
nor done hisbeard, nor washed his
clothes from the day the king
walked until the day he camein
peace.

25 Anditwas, becausehehad
come to Jerusalem to meet the
king, that theking saidtohim, Why
did you not walk with me,
Mephibosheth?

26 Andhesaid, My lord, Oh
king, my servant deceived me, be-
causeyour servant said, | will bind
meadonkey, and | will rideonit,
andwalk totheking, becauseyour
servantislame.

27 And he has walked as a
py toward your servanttomy lord,
theking, andmy lord, theking, isa
messenger of God; anddogoodin
your eyes,

28 Becausewerenotdl of my
father’ shouse assuredly dead men
beforemy lord, theking, and you
placed your servant among them
who ate at your own table? And
what right existsto meyet to cry
any moretotheking?

29 Andtheking saidto him,
Why speak any more of your
words?| havesaid, You and Ziba
gpportionthefield.

30 AndMephiboshethsaidto
theking, Yes, lethimtakeall, since
my lord, the king, has come in
peaceto hisown house.

31 AndBazlla,theGileedite,
descended from Rogelim, and
crossed over Jordan with theking
55
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to send him over Jordan.

32 Now Barzillai was very
aged, ason of eighty years, and he
had maintai ned the king with nour-
ishment in his residence at
Mahanaim, becausehewasavery
great man.

33 And the king said to
Barzillai, You crossover withme,
and | will maintainyouwithmein
Jerusalem.

34 AndBarzillai saidto the
king, How many dayshavel tolive
that | should ascend with theking
to Jerusalem?

35 |amasonof eighty years
today! Can | discern by seeing be-
tween good and evil? Can your
servant taste what | eat or what |
drink?Can| hear intelligently any
morethevoiceof snging menand
singing women?Why should your
servant beyet aburdentomy lord,
theking?

36 Your servant will cross
over Jordan alittle way with the
king, and why should theking re-
pay mewith such areward?

37 Letyour servant, please,
turn back again, that | may diein
my own city, by the grave of my
father and of my mother. And be-
holdyour servant, Chimham, lethim
crossover withmy lord, theking,
and do to himwhat isgood inyour

eyes.

38 And the king said,
Chimhamshdl crossover withme,
and| will dotohimwhatisgoodin
your eyes, and all that you choose
frommel will dofor you.

39 Andal thepeoplecrossed
over Jordan. And theking crossed
over, and theking kissed Barzillai,
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and blessed him, and hereturned
tohisplace.

40 And theking crossed on
toGilgd, and Chimham crossed on
withhim; anddl thepeopleof Judah
caused thekingto crossover, and
adso haf thepeopleof Isradl.

41 Andbehold, al themen of
Israel cametotheking, and saidto
theking, Why have our brothers,
themen of Judah, stolenyou away,
and have caused theking to cross
over, and hishouse, anddl David's
menwith him, over Jordan?

42 Andall themen of Judah
answered the men of Isragl, Be-
causethekingisnear of kinto us,
why isthisthat you areangry for
thisword?Haveweeaten at all of
theking’s possessions, or has he
lifted any gift tous?

43 Andthemenof Israel an-
swered themen of Judah, and said,
Tousareten partsintheking, and
alsoto usismoreright in David
than you. Why did you makelight
of us, and our word should not be
firgtinbringing back our king? And
thewordsof themen of Judahwere
fiercer than thewords of themen
of Isradl.

CHAPTER 20

1 Andtherehappenedto be
there a man of worthlessness,
whose name was Sheba, the son
of Bichri, aBenjamite, and heblew
atrumpet, and said, Tousisnoal-
lotment in David, and we have no
inheritancein the son of Jesse; ev-
ery manto histents, Ohlsragl.

2 Andevery man of Isragl
ascended from after David, and
wereafter Sheba, theson of Bichri;
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and themen of Judah clungtotheir
king from Jordanto Jerusalem.

3 And David came to his
house at Jerusalem, and the king
took ten women, concubines,
whom he had deposited to hedge
about the house, and gavethemin
house custody, and maintained
them, and did not go in to them.
And they were shut up to the day
of their death, livinginwidowhood.

4 And the king said to
Amasa, Call themen of Judah to
assembleto mewithinthreedays,
and you stand here.

5 AndAmasawakedtocdl
the men of Judah to assemble, and
he delayed longer than the ap-
pointed meeting which he had ap-
pointed him.

6 AndDavidsadtoAbisha,
Now Sheba, theson of Bichri, shall
break us up more than Absalom;
you takeyour lord s servants, and
pursue after him, lest thereareto
himfortified cities, and hesnatches
himsdf fromus.

7  Andtherewakedafter him
the men of Joab, and the body-
guards, and the official couriers,
and all the mighty men, and they
went out of Jerusalem to run after
Sheba, the son of Bichri.

8 They were at the great
stone which is in Gibeon, and
Amasahad gonebeforetheir face.
And Joab was girded with along
robeashisclothing, anduponita
girdlewithaswvordgirdeduponhis
loinsinitsscabbard, and ashewent
outitfell out.

9 AndJoab saidto Amasa,
Peace to you, my brother! And
Joab seized Amasa by the beard
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withtheright hand tokisshim.

10 AndAmasadid not hedge
against the sword that wasin the
hand of Joab, and hestruck himin
the abdomen, and his intestines
spilled out on the ground; and he
did not strike him again, and he
died. And Joab and Abishai, his
brother, ran after Sheba, the son of
Bichri.

11 And one of Joab's men
stood by him, and said, Whoever
isinclined toward Joab, and who-
ever isfor David, let him follow
after Joab.

12 And Amasawallowedin
bloodinthemidst of the highway,
and theman saw that al the people
stood still, and heremoved Amasa
out of thehighway intothefield, and
threw acovering over him, when
he saw everyone who came upon
himstood till.

13 Whenhewasremoved out
of the highway, all the people
crossed on after Joab to run after
Sheba, the son of Bichri.

14 And he crossed over
through all the tribes of Israel to
Abel, and to BethmaAchah, and
al the Berites; andthey weregath-
ered together, and went al so after
him.

15 And they came, and be-
sieged him in Abel of Beth ma
Achah, andthey threw up amound
againg thecity, andit ssood against
therampart; and dl the peoplewho
werewith Joab weakened thewall
tocauseittofal.

16 Andawisewomancalled
out of thecity, Hear! Hear! Please
say to Joab, Come near here, and
I will speak withyou.
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17 Andwhenhedrew nearto
her, thewoman sad, Areyou Joab?
Andhesad, | am. Andshesaidto
him, Hear attentively thewords of
your maidservant. And hesaid, |
attentively hear.

18 And she spoke, saying,
Speaking, they spoke formerly,
saying, Asking, they shall ask at
Abel, and so they ended the mat-
ter.

19 | amcompletely faithful in
Israel. You seek to destroy acity
andamoatherinlsrad. Why will you
swallow up theinheritance of Je-
hovah?

20 And Joab answered, and
said, Far beit, far beit from me
that | should swallow up or destroy.

21 The word is not so, be-
cause a man of Mount Ephraim
named Sheba, theson of Bichri, has
lifted up hishand against theking,
agang David; only givehimup, and
| will walk fromthecity. Andthe
woman said to Joab, Behold, his
head shall bethrownto you beside
thewall.

22 Andthewomanwenttodl
the peoplein her wisdom. Andthey
cut off the head of Sheba, the son
of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab.
And he blew atrumpet, and they
scattered from thecity, every man
to histent. And Joab returned to
Jerusalemtotheking.

23 AndJoabwasover al the
host of Israel, and Benaiah, theson
of Jehoiada, was over the body-
guards, and over theofficial couri-
€IS, See Note on 2 Chr 8:8 on tax

24 And Adoramwasover the
forced labor tax, and Jehoshaphat,
the son of Ahilud, wasrecorder;
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25 And Shevawasscribe, and
Zadok and Abiathar were the
priests,

26 And lraaso, the Jairite,
wasapriest to David.

CHAPTER 21
1 Andtherewasafaminein
thedaysof Davidthreeyears, year

after year, and David inquired be-
forethe face of Jehovah; and Je-
hovah answered, Itisfor Saul, and
for hisbloody house, because he
killedthe Gibeonites.

2 And the king called the
Gibeonites, and said to them (and
the Gibeoniteswerenot of thechil-
drenof Isradl, but what was| eft of
the Amorites; and the children of
Isradl had swornto them, and Saul
sought to strikethemin hiszed to
the children of Israel and Judah.)
Josh 9:15

3 And David said to the
Gibeonites, What shdl | dofor you,
and how shall | cover what was
done to you, that you may bless
theinheritance of Jehovah?

4  AndtheGibeonitessaidto
him, Therewill not beto ussilver
nor gold of Saul, nor of hishouse,
and you shall not kill any manin
Israel for us. And he said, What
you shdl say, | will dofor you.

5 And they answered the
king, The manwho consumed us,
and who purposed against usthat
webedesolated fromremainingin
any of thebordersof Isradl,

6 Letsevenmenof hissons
begiventous, andwewill impale
them unto Jehovah in Gibeah of
Saul, the chosen of Jehovah. And
thekingsaid, | will givethem.
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7  Andthekingin pity spared
Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan,
the son of Saul, upon his oath to
Jehovah that was between them,
between David and Jonathan, the
son of Saul.

8 Andthekingtook thetwo
sons of Rizpah, the daughter of
Aiah, whom she bore to Saul,
Armoni, and Mephibosheth;® and
thefivesonsof Michal, thedaugh-
ter of Saul, whom she bore to
Adriel, the son of Barzillai, the
Meholathite,

9 Andhegavethemintothe
hands of the Gibeonites, and they
impaled theminthehill beforethe
face of Jehovah; and they fell all
seven together, and were put to
deathinthedaysof harvest, inthe
firgt, inthe commencement of bar-
ley harvest.

10 AndRizpah, the daughter
of Aiah, took sackcloth, and spread
itfor her uponthestrong rock from
the commencement of harvest until
water poured upon them out of the
heavens, and did not giveinfor the
birdsof theair to settleonthem by
day, nor theliving creatures of the
fiedddby night.

11 Anditwascausedtostand
out boldly to David what Rizpah,
the daughter of Aiah, the concu-
bine of Saul, had done.

12 And David walked, and
took the bones of Saul, and the
bones of Jonathan, hisson, from
the men of Jabesh Gilead, who had
stolen them from the street of

8 21:8 This Mephibosheth is the son of Saul
by Rizpah, not the Mephibosheth who was
the son of Jonathan, the grandson of Saul. See
verse 7.

Bethshan, wherethe Palestinians
had suspended them, the day the
Palestinians had struck Saul in
Gilboa, 1 sam31:8-13

13 And he brought up the
bones of Saul and the bones of
Jonathan, hisson, fromthere, and
they gathered the bones of them
who had beenimpaled.

14 Andthey buried thebones
of Saul and Jonathan, hisson, in
theland of Benjaminin Zelah, in
the sepul cher of Kish, hisfather, and
they did all that the king com-
manded; and God received their
perfumed incensefor theland af-
terwards.

15 Anditwasyet again that
thePalestinianswarredwith lsrad,
and David descended, and hisser-
vants with him, and devoured
againg thePalestinians, and David
swooned fromfaintness,

16 AndIshbibenob, whowas
of thesonsof thegiant, theweight
of whose spear wasthree hundred
shekels of bronze in weight, he
being girded with a new sword,
wassaid to have struck David.

17 And Abishai, the son of
Zeruiah, surrounded himwith help,
and struck the Palestinian, and
killed him. Thenthemen of David
sworeto him, saying, You shdl not
go out any morewith usto battle,
so that you do not extinguish the
lamp of Isradl.

18 Anditwasjust after, there
was again abattle with the Pales-
tinians at Gob; at that time
Sibbechai, the Hushathite, struck
Saph, who was of the sons of the
gian.
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19 And there was again a
battlein Gobwiththe Paestinians,
where Elhanan, the son of Ja are-
oregim, aBethlehemite, struck the
brother of Goliath, the Gittite, the
wood handle of whose spear was
like aweaver’s beam. ichr 205

20 Andtherewasyet abattle
in Gath, wherewasaman of great
height, and on each hand six fin-
gers, and on each foot six toes,
twenty-four in number; andheaso
wasborntothegiant.

21 Andhereproached Israd,
and Jonathan, the son of Shimeah,
thebrother of David, struck him.

22 These four were born to
the giant in Gath, and fell by the
hand of David, and by the hand of
hisservants.

CHAPTER 22

1 AndDavid spoketo Jeho-
vah the words of thissong inthe
day that Jehovah had snatched him
out of the palm of all those hating
him, and out of the palm of Saul;

2 Andhesad, Jehovah! My
lofty rock, and my stronghold, and
my deliverer!

3 TheGod, my Strong Rock;
| will fleeto him for refuge; my
shield, and the horn of my salva-
tion, my lofty cliff, and my refuge,
my savior; you save mefromvio-
lence.

4 TheOneinwhomtoboast;
| will call on Jehovah, and | shall
be saved from those hating me,

5 Because the breaking
wavesof death surrounded me, the
streams of worthlessnessterrified

me;
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6 Thebinding sorrowsof the
world of the dead surrounded me;
thesnaresof death camebeforeme;

7 Inmy oppression| called
upon Jehovah, and called to my
God; and he attentively heard my
voiceout of histemple, andmy cry
cameinto hisears.

8 Andtheearthwasviolently
agitated and trembled; thefounda
tionsof the heavensquivered and
wereviolently agitated becausehe
blazed in anger.

9 Thereascended a smoke
out of hisnostrils, and fire out of
his mouth devoured; coals were
kindled by it.

10 Hespreadout theheavens,
and descended, and athick dark-
nesswas under hisfeet.

11 And he rode upon a
cherub, and flew; and hewas seen
upon thewingsof the Spirit.

12 Andheplaced pavilionsof
darknessall around him, clouds of
waters, and dark clouds of the
firmaments

13 Thebrightnessbeforehim
kindled codsof fire.

14 Jehovahwasviolently agi-
tated from the heavens, and the
Most High gavehisvoice.

15 And he sent out arrows,
and forcibly scattered them, the
lightning, and put themin commo-
tion.

16 Andthechannesof thesea
were seen; the foundations of the
world were uncovered at the re-
buking of Jehovah, at the breath of
the Spirit of hisnogtrils.
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17 He sent from above; he
took me; hedrew me out of many
waters,

18 Hesnatched mefrommy
forceful enemy, and fromthemwho
hated meexceedingly, becausethey
weretoo powerfully adert for me.

19 They came before mein
the day of my bending under op-
pression, and Jehovah wasmy pro-
tector.

20 Hebrought meoutintoa
large place; he equipped me for
warfare, because he delighted in
me.

21 Jehovahrewarded meac-
cording to my righteousness; hehas
returned it to me according to the
purity of my hands,

22 Because | have hedged
about the ways of Jehovah, and
have not wronged my God,

23 Becauseadl hisjudgments
werebeforeme; and | did not turn
away from hisstatutes.

24 | waswithout blemish be-
forehim, and have hedged mysdlf
about frominiquity.

25 AndJehovah hasreturned
to me according to my righteous-
ness, according tomy purity inhis

eyes.

26  Withthemerciful youwill
bemerciful; with the man without
blemishyouwill bewithout blem-
ish.

27 Withthechosenyouwill be
thechosen, and with the perverted
youwill betwisted.

28 And you will save poor
people, and your eyesareupon the
exated to bring them down,
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29 Becauseyouaremy lamp,
Oh Jehovah, and Jehovahwill shine
inmy darkness,

30 Becausebyyoul haverun
throughanarmy; by my God | have
leaped over awall.

31 God, hisway isperfect; the
word of Jehovahisrefined; heisa
shiedtodl themwhotrustinhim,

32 Becausewhois God ex-
cept Jehovah? Andwhoisastrong
rock except our God?

33 Godismy fortressandre-
sources, and he shakes®* my way
to perfection.

34 Hemakesmyfeetlevd like
a deer’s feet, and causes me to
stand upon my high places.

35 He teaches my hands to
war, so that abow of metd isbro-
ken by my arms.

36 You have given me the
shield of your salvation, and your
looking down uponmewith harsh-
ness®® hasmade megreat.

33 22:33 shakes my way to perfection. All
the translations | have consulted miss the
mark on this word. KJV has maketh my way
perfect, and most others follow this same idea.
The word, nathar, means to shake violently,
to tremble, to agitate. This is exactly what
God does to the believer until he is perfect.
He alows us to go through all sorts of trying,
testing, shaking experiences where there is
no other alternative but to learn to trust Him.
This is the meaning of the phrase, he shakes
my way to perfection.

36 22:36 looking down upon me with
har shness, anah. This is the same word God
used to describe what the Egyptians would do,
and did, to Israel, Gen 15:13; Ex 1:11,12; and
what Sarah did to Hagar, Gen 16:6; and what
Hagar was to submit to, Gen 16:9; and what
God did to Israel in the desert journey, Deut
8:16. It is the word used when Shechem went
to bed with Dinah, Gen 34:2; and when
Ammon raped Tamar, 2 Sam 13:12,14,22. It
is amazing that the KJV translators could
translate this same word forced in 2 Sam
13:12, and gentleness in 2 Sam 22:36. There
are many other places this word is used. Anah
means to look down on, to pressure, to deal
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37 You have enlarged my
stepsunder me so that my feet did
not waver.

38 | have pursued those hat-
ing me, and desolated them, and
did not turn back until | had fin-
ishedthem.

39 AndI havedevouredthem,
and dashed themto pieces, andthey
could not rise, and they arefallen
under my feet.

40 Andyou have girded me
with resourcesto battle; you have
caused them who rose up against
meto bend theknee under me.

41 Andyouhavegivenmethe
necksof thosehatingme, and | have
pulled up themwho hatemeby the
roots.

42 They gazed about, and
there was none to save, to Jeho-
vah, and hedid not answer them.

43 And| beat themto dust of
theearth; | crushedthemasthemud
of the street, and spread them
abroad.

44 And you have delivered
mefrom the controversies of my
people; you have hedged me about
to be head of the peoples; apeople
whom | did not know by seeing
ghdll serveme.

45 Childrenof strangers shdl
feignthemsavessubmissvetome;
upontheir atentively hearinginthe
ear they shall hear meattentively.

severely and harshly with. Never does it mean
gentleness as the KJV translates it in 2 Sam
22:36. The meaning of God's looking down
upon us with harshness and severely agrees
completely with Prov 3:11-12, and Heb 12:5-
11. Here is another illustration of the ex-
treme importance of using the same basic
meaning of the Hebrew word in each place it
occurs, rather than changing its meaning to
fit what the translators interpret it to be in
the circumstances.
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46 Children of strangersfade
away, and they gird themsalvesby
their strongholds.

47 Jehovahlives, and blessed
iIsmy strong rock; and exalted is
the God of the strong rock of my
sdvation.

48 God givesmevengeance,
and bringsthe people down under

49 And brings me out from
those hating me, and you have ex-
alted me; you have snatched me
away fromtheviolenceof man.

50 Therefore, Oh Jehovah, |
will raise my handsto you among
the peoples, and | will play, sing-
ing®° praisestoyour name.

51 He makes his salvation
great for hisking, and doesmercy
to hisanointed, to David, and to
hisseed forever.

CHAPTER 23

1 And these are the last
words of David. The oracle of
David, the son of Jesse, and the
oracleof themighty man, whowas
raised up on high, the anointed of
the God of Jacob, and the pleasant
psamigt of Israd:

2 The Spirit of Jehovah
spoke by me, and his word was
upon my tongue.

3 TheGodof Israd said, the
Strong Rock of |srael spoketome:
He who rules over mighty men
must be just, ruling in the fear of
God.

50 22:50 play, singing, zamar, which means
to strike a musical instrument and accom-
pany the playing with the singing of the voice.
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4  Andheshall beasthelight
of thedawn, asthesunrisingwith
brilliancy inthedawn without dark
clouds, asthetender sprout out of
the earth after rain,

5 Becauseisnot my house
set upright with God? Because he
hasput with mean everlasting cov-
enant, arranged all, and hedged it
about; becausethisisal my salva
tionandal my desire, becausewill
he not causeit to sprout up?

6 Andthesonsof worthless-
ness, all of them shall be driven
away asthorns, becausethey can-
not be taken with hands;

7 And the man who shall
touchthemmust befilledwithiron,
and the shaft of aspear, and being
set onfirewithfire, they shall be
burnedintheir place.

8 Thesearethenamesof the
mighty menwhoweretoDavid: The
Tachmonite, seated in hisposition
ashead of thethree; hewasknown
as Sharp Spear because he pol-
lutec® eight hundred at one stroke.

9  Andafter him, Eleazar, the
son of Dodo, the son of Achoach,
of thethreemighty menwith David,
when they reproached the Pales-
tinianswho gathered together there
to battle, and themen of Israel had
ascended,

10 Herose, and struck the
Pdlestiniansuntil hishand wasex-
hausted, and hishand clungto the
sword; and Jehovah did a great
deliverancethat day, and thepeople
returned after himonly to strip off
fromthedain.

8 23:8 polluted, in their own blood when
they were killed.
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11 And after him was
Shammah, the son of Agee, the
Hararite. Andthe Pdestinianswere
vigoroudy gethered together where
was an allotment of afield full of
lentils, and the peoplefled fromthe
faceof thePaestinians.

12 Andheplacedhimsdfinthe
center of the allotment, and
snatched it out, and struck the Pal-
estinians, and Jehovah did agreat
deliverance.

13 And three of the thirty
heads descended, and came to
Davidintheharvest tothe cave of
Adullam; and thevigorous Pales-
tinians pitched in the valley of
Rephaim.

14 AndDavidwasatthat time
inagtronghold, andthemilitary post
of the Palestinians was then in
Bethlehem.

15 And David longed, and
said, Who will givemeadrink of
the water of the cistern of
Bethlehemwhichisby thegate!

16 Andthethreemighty men
brokethrough the camp of the Pal-
estinians, and drew water out of the
cistern of Bethlehem that was by
the gate, and took it, and brought
itto David; and hedid not breathe
inagreement todrink it, and poured
it out to Jehovah.

17 Andhesad,Beitfar from
me, Oh Jehovah, that | should do
this; isnot thistheblood of themen
who walked in jeopardy of their
souls? And he did not breathein
agreement todrink it. Thesethings
thethreemighty mendid.
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18 AndAbisha, thebrother of
Joab, the son of Zeruiah, washead
among three. And hewokeup his
spear against three hundred, and
polluted them, and to him was a
name among thethree*

19 Washenot moreheavy in
honor than the three? And he be-
cametheir chief ruler, and to the
first threehedid not come.

20 And Benaiah, the son of
Jehoiada, the son of aman of re-
sourcesof Kabzed, towhomwere
many acts; hestruck twolionlike
men of Moab; and he descended
and struck alioninthemidst of a
pit on aday of snow;

21 Andhestruck anEgyptian,
ahandsome man, and to the Egyp-
tian was a spear in his hand; and
he descended to him with astaff,
and plucked off the spear out of
the Egyptian’shand, and struck him
fatally with hisown spear.

22 ThesethingsBenaiah, the
son of Jehoiada, did, and to him
was a name among three mighty
men.

23 He was more heavy in
honor than thethirty, andtothefirst
threehedid not come. And David
put him over hisroyal court.

18 23:18 The JFB Commentary has this ex-
planation: The mighty men or champions in
David's military staff were divided into three
classes - the highest, Jashobeam, Eleazer, and
Shammah. The distinguished position of this
warrior, who was in the first class of David's
mighties, arose from the gallant service which
along with Eleazer, he rendered to the King,
by enabling him to maintain a successful stand
against a troop of Palestinians. The second
class, Abishai, Benaiah, and Asehel; and the
third class, the thirty, of which Asahel was
the chief.
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David’s mighty men

24 Asahel, the brother of
Joab, wasoneof thethirty: Elhanan,
the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,

25 Shammah, the Harodite,
Elika, theHarodite,

26 Helez, thePdltite, Irg, the
s0n of |kkesh, the Tekoite,

27 Abiezer, theAnethothite,
Mebunnai, theHushathite,

28 Zalmon, the Ahohite,
Maharai, the Netophathite,

29 Heleb, theson of Baanah,
a Netophathite, Ittai, the son of
Ribai, out of Gibeah of thechildren
of Benjamin,

30 Benaiah, thePirathonite,
Hiddai of the streams of Gaash,

31 Abi Albon, the Arbathite,
Azmaveth, theBarhumite,

32 Eliahba, the Shadbonite, of
the sonsof Jashen, Jonathan,

33 Shammah, the Hararite,
Ahiam, the son of Sharar, the
Hararite,

34 Eliphelet, the son of
Ahasbai, the son of the
M aachathite, Eliam, the son of
Ahithophd, theGilonite,

35 Hezrai, the Carmelite,
Paaral, the Arbite,

36 Igal, theson of Nathan of
Zobah, Bani, the Gadite,

37 Zelek, the Ammonite,
Naharal, the Beerothite, the one
bearing the weapons of Joab, the
son of Zeruiah,

38 Ira, an Ithrite, Gareb, an
Ithrite,

39 Uriah, the Hittite: thirty-
svenindl.
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CHAPTER 24

1 Andagainthenostrils of
Jehovah burned againgt Isradl, and
an adversary prodded David
against themto say, Walk, weigh
out thenumber of |sragl and Judah.

2 Andthekingsaidto Joab,
thechief ruler of theresourceswho
waswith him, Travel now through
all thetribes of Israel, from Dan
even to Beer Sheba, and visit the
people, and | will know by seeing
the number of the people.

3 AndJoabsaidtotheking,
And may Jehovah your God add
to the people, them, them, ahun-
dredfold, and that the eyes of my
lord, theking, may seeit; and why
ismy lord, theking, inclinedtothis
word?

4  Andtheking sword seized
upon Joab and upon the chief rul-
ersof theresources. And Joab and
thechief rulersof theresourceswent
out fromthefaceof thekingtovist
thepeopleof Isradl.

5 Andthey crossed over Jor-
dan, and pitched in Aroer, on the
right sdeof thecity, that wasinthe
midst of the stream, Gad, and to-
ward Jazer;

6 Andthey cameto Gilead,
andtotheland of Tahtimhodshi; and
they cameto Danjaan, and around
to Zidon,

7 And cameto thefortress
of Tyre, andto al thecitiesof the
Hivites, and of the Canaanites; and
they went out to the Negev of
Judah, to Beer Sheba.

8 Andthey traveled through
al the land, and they came to
Jerusalem at the end of nine new
moonsand twenty days.
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9 And Joab gave the num-

ber of the census of the peopleto
theking, and therewerein|srael

elght hundred thousand men of re-

sourceswho drew the sword; and
the men of Judah were five hun-

dred thousand men.

10 AndDavid sheart struck
himjust after hehad tallied up the
people. And David said to Jeho-
vah, | havesinned greatly inwhat |
have done, and now, please, Oh
Jehovah, crossover theiniquity of
your servant, because| have been
very foolish.

11 AndDavidroseupinthe
dawn, and theword of Jehovahwas
to the prophet Gad, the one who
gazed at visonsfor David, saying,

12 Walk, and say to David,
ThussaysJehovah, | lay uponyou
three choices, choosefor yoursalf
oneof them, that | may doittoyou.

13 And Gad cameto David,
and caused it to stand out boldly to
him, and said to him, Shall seven
yearsof faminecometoyouinyour
land? Or will you flee three new
moons beforetheface of your op-
pressorswhilethey pursueyou?Or
that there bethree daysof pestilent
destruction in your land? Now
know and see what word | shall
returnto himwho sent me.

14 AndDavidsaidto Gad, |
aminagreat strait; let usfall now
into the hand of Jehovah, because
hiscompassionsaregreat, and let
menot fal into the hand of man.

15 AndJehovahgaveapesti-
lent destruction upon Israel fromthe
dawn even to the time of the ap-
pointed meeting, and theredied of
the peoplefrom Dan evento Beer
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eba seventy thousand men.

16 And the Messenger sent
out his hand to Jerusalem to de-
stroy it, and Jehovah comforted
himself over theevil, and said to
the Messenger who destroyed the
people, Enough! Slack off now
your hand. And the M essenger of
Jehovah was by thethreshingfloor
of Araunah, the Jebusite.

17 AndDavid spoketo Jeho-
vah when he saw the Messenger
who struck the people, and said,
Lo, | havesinned, and | havedone
wickedly; and these sheep, what
have they done? Let your hand,
please, beagainst me, and against
my father’ shouse.

18 AndGad camethat day to
David, and said to him, Ascend,
raise an atar to Jehovah in the
threshingfloor of Araunah, the
Jebusite.

19 AndDavid, according to
the saying of Gad, ascended as Je-
hovah commanded.

20 AndAraunah leaned out,
and saw theking, and hisservants
crossing over toward him; and
Araunah went out, and prostrated
himsdf beforethekingwith hisnos-
trilstotheground.

21 And Araunah said, Why
hasmy lord, theking, cometo his
servant?And Davidsaid, Toset up
fromyouthethreshingfloor, tobuild
andtar to Jehovah, andthe plague
will berestrained from the people.

22 And Araunah said to
David, Let my lord, theking, take,
and cause to ascend up what is
goodinhiseyes, see, hereareoxen
for burnt sacrifice, and threshing
ingruments, and other instruments

566

of the oxen for wood.

23 Araunah, theking,?® gave
all totheking. And Araunah said
to the king, Jehovah, your God,
gracioudy accept you.

24 And the king said to
Araunah, No, because setting it up,
I will setitupfromyouat aprice,
and | will not causeburnt offerings
to ascend to Jehovah, my God,
devoid of cost to me. And David
set up the threshingfloor, and the
oxenfor fifty shekelsof slver.

25 And David built therean
altar to Jehovah, and caused burnt
offerings and peace offerings to
ascend, and Jehovah received the
incensefor theland, and the plague
wasrestrained fromlsragl.

2 24:23 Araunah was king of the Jebusites,
although already subject to David and Israel.



