BOOK OF NEHEMIAH

Nebemiah bears the bad conditions in Judab,

CHAPTER 1

1 Thewords of Nehemiah,
the son of Hachaliah. And it was
in the new moon, Chisleu, the
twentieth year, as | was in
Shushan, the palace,

2 And Hanani, one of my
brothers, came, he and men of
Judah, and | asked them concern-
ing the Jews who had escaped,
which were |eft of the captivity,
and concerning Jerusalem.

3 Andthey saidtome, The
remnant who are left of the cap-
tivity thereinthe provincearein
great evil and reproach, and the
wall of Jerusalem is broken
down, and its gates burned with
fire.

4  Anditwas, when| atten-
tively heard these words, that |
sat down, and wept, and mourned
days, and wasfasting, and judged
in prayer before the face of the
God of the heavens,

5 And said, Oh please,
now, Oh Jehovah God of the
heavens, the great and terrible
God, who hedges about covenant
and mercy for themwholovehim
and hedge about his command-
ments.

6 Let your ear now be at-
tentive, and your eyes open, that
you may attentively hear the
prayer of your servant, which |
judgein prayer before your face
today, day and night over thechil-
dren of Israel, your servants, and
raise our hands confessing the
sins of the children of Israel,
which we have sinned against
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he confesses sin and prays the law of Moses

you; both | and my father’shouse
have sinned.

7  Binding, we have bound
ourselves against you, and have
not hedged about the command-
ments, and the enactments, and
the judgments, what you com-
manded your servant, M oses.

8 Remember, please, the
word that you commanded your
servant, Moses, saying, If you act
treacheroudly, | will forcibly scat-
ter you among the peoples; peut
4:23-31

9 And if you turn to me,
and hedge about my command-
ments, and do them, though there
were of you thrown out to the
extremity of the heavens, | will
gather them from there, and will
bringthemto the placethat | have
chosen to cause my name to
dwell there.

10 And they are your ser-
vantsand your people, whomyou
have redeemed by your great
power and by your strong hand.

11 OhLord, please, let now
your ear be attentiveto the prayer
of your servant, and to the prayer
of your servants who desire to
fear your name, and prosper,
please, your servant thisday, and
give him compassion before the
face of this man. And | was the
king'shbutler.

CHAPTER 2
1 And it wasin the new
moon, Nisan, in the twentieth
year of Artaxerxes, theking, wine
was before his face, and | took
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upthewine, and gaveittotheking.
And | had not been sad before his
face.

2 Andtheking said to me,
Why isyour facesad, andyou are
not worn out? Thisisnothing but
sorrow of heart. And | was very
much afraid,

3 Andsaidtotheking, Let
theking liveforever; why should
not my facebeevil, whenthecity,
the house of my fathers' sepul-
chers, is dried up, and its gates
are consumed with fire?

4  Andtheking said to me,
For what isit that you seek? And
| judged in prayer to the God of
the heavens.

5 Andl saidtotheking, If
itisgoodtotheking, andif your
servant isgood before your face,
that you would send meto Judah,
to the city of my fathers sepul-
chers, and | will build it.

6 Andtheking said to me
(and the queen was sitting by
him), For how long will your
walk be? And when will you re-
turn? Andit wasgood to theking
tosend me, and | gavehimafixed
time.

7 Andl saidtotheking, If
it is good to the king, let letters
be given me to the governors of
the region across the river, that
they may cross me over until |
comeinto Judah;

8 Andaletter to Asaph, the
one who hedges about the park,
that of theking, that hemay give
metimber to join the gates of the
pal ace which isto the house, and
for the wall of the city, and for
the house that | shall enter into.
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And the king gave me according
to the good hand of my God upon
me.

9 Andl cametothegover-
nors of the region across the
river, and gave them the king's
letters. And the king had sent
chief rulers of the resources and
horsemen with me.

10 And Sanballat, the
Horonite, and Tobiah, the ser-
vant, the Ammonite, heard it at-
tentively, and it wasevil to them,
exceedingly evil that there was
come aman to seek the good of
the children of Isradl.

11 AndI cameto Jerusalem,
and was there three days.

12 Andl roseinthenight, |
and afew menwithme, and | did
not cause to stand out boldly to
amanwhat my God had givenin
my heart to do at Jerusalem; no
animal was with me, except the
animal that | rode upon.

13 And | went out by night
by the gate of theravine, and be-
fore the face of the dragon foun-
tain, and to the dung gate, and
scrutinized the walls of Jerusa-
lem, those which were broken
down, and its gates were con-
sumed withfire.

14 And| crossed over tothe
gate of the fountain, and to the
king'sreservoir, and therewasno
place for the animal under meto
Cross over.

15 AndI| wentupinthenight
by the stream, and was scrutini z-
ing thewall, and turned back, and
entered by the gate of theravine,
and returned.
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16 Andthegovernorsdidnot
know by seeing where | walked,
or what | did; and | had not asyet
caused it to stand out boldly to the
Jaws, and tothe priests, and to the
nobles, and to the governors, and
to thoseleft who did thework.

17 Andl sadtothem,Yousee
theevil that wearein, how Jerusa-
lemisdried up, and its gates are
burned with fire; walk, and let us
buildthewall of Jerusdem, andwe
will not continueto beareproach.

18 AndI caused to stand out
boldly to them of the hand of my
God which was good upon me,
and also theking'swordsthat he
had said to me. And they said,
Let us rise up, and build. And
they strengthened their handsfor
good.

19 And Sanballat, the
Horonite, and Tobiah, the ser-
vant, the Ammonite, and
Geshem, the Arabian, attentively
heard, and they mocked us, and
despised us, and said, What word
isthisthat you do?Will you rebel
against theking?

20 And | turned back to
them, and said to them, The God
of the heavens will prosper us,
and we, hisservants, will riseand
build, and to you isno allotment,
nor right, nor memoria in Jerusa-
lem.

CHAPTER 3
1 And Eliashib, the great
priest, rosewith hisbrothers, the
priests, and they built the flock
animal gate; they sanctifiedit, and
stood up itsdoors; and they sanc-
tified it to the tower of Meah, to

thetower of Hananed.

2 And the men of Jericho
built at hishand. And Zaccur, the
son of Imri, built at their hand.

3 And the sons of
Hassenaah built thefish gate; they
joined its timbers, and stood up
its doors, its bolts, and its bars.

4 And at their hand,
Meremoth, the son of Urijah, the
son of Koz, strengthened the
wall. And at their hand
Meshullam, the son of Berechiah,
the son of Meshezabed, strength-
ened thewall. And at their hand,
Zadok, the son of Baana,
strengthened the wall.

5 And at their hand, the
Tekoites strengthened the wall,
and their lordly leaders did not
bring their necks to the work of
their Lord.

6 Andthegate of Jeshanah
was strengthened by Jehoiada,
the son of Paseah, and
Meshullam, the son of Besodeiah;
they joineditstimbers, and stood
up itsdoors, and itsbolts, and its
bars.

7 And at their hand,
Melatiah, the Gibeonite, and
Jadon, the Meronothite, the men
of Gibeon, and of Mizpah,
strengthened the wall to the
throne of the governor of there-
gion acrosstheriver.

8 At his hand, Uzzidl, the
son of Harhaiah, of the gold-
smiths, strengthened the wall.
And at his hand, Hananiah, the
son of one of the perfumerers,
strengthened the wall, and they
left the broad wall of Jerusalem.
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9 And at their hand,
Rephaiah, the son of Hur, the
chief ruler of the half circuit of
Jerusalem, strengthened thewall.

10 And at their hand,
Jedaiah, the son of Harumaph,
strengthened the wall, even in
front of his house. And at his
hand, Hattush, the son of
Hashabniah, strengthened the
wall.

11 Malchijah, the son of
Harim, and Hashub, the son of
Pahath Moab, strengthened the
second portion, and the tower of
the furnaces.

12 Andat hishand, Shallum
the son of Halohesh, the chief
ruler of the half circuit of Jerusa-
lem, he and his daughters
strengthened the wall.

13 The gate of the ravine,
Hanun, and the inhabitants of
Zanoah, strengthened; they built
it, and stood up its doors, its
bolts, and its bars, and a thou-
sand cubits on the wall to the
dung gate.

14 And the dung gate was
strengthened by Malchiah, the
son of Rechab, the chief ruler of
circuit of Beth hac Kerem,; he
built it, and stood up its doors,
its bolts, and its bars.

15 And Shallun, the son of
Colhozeh, the chief ruler of cir-
cuit of Mizpah, strengthened the
gate of the fountain; he built it,
and covered it, and stood up its
doors, its bolts, and its bars, and
thewall of thereservoir of Siloah
by the king’s garden, and to the
stairsthat go down from the city
of David.
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16 After him, Nehemiah, the
son of Azbuk, the chief ruler of
the half circuit of Beth Zur, toin
front of the sepulchers of David,
and to the reservoir that was
made, and to the house of the
mighty.

17 After him, the Levites,
Rehum, the son of Bani, strength-
ened the wall. At his hand,
Hashabiah, the chief ruler of the
half circuit of Keilah, strength-
ened thewall in hiscircuit.

18 After him, their brothers,
Bavai, the son of Henadad, the
chief ruler of the half circuit of
Keilah, strengthened thewall.

19 Andat hishand, Ezer, the
son of Jeshua, the chief ruler of
Mizpah, strengthened another
extensioninfront of thegoing up
to the armory at the turning of
thewall.

20 After him, Baruch, the
son of Zabbai with burning zeal
strengthened another extension,
from the turning of the wall to
the door of the house of the great
priest Eliashib.

21 After him, Meremoth, the
son of Urijah, the son of Koz,
strengthened another extension,
from the door of the house of
Eliashib even to the completion
of the house of Eliashib.

22 Andafter him, thepriests,
the men of the circuit of Jordan,
strengthened the wall.

23 After him, Benjaminand
Hashub strengthened thewall in
front of their house. After him,
Azariah, the son of Maaseiah, the
son of Ananiah. strengthened the
wall beside hishouse.
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24 After him, Binnui, theson
of Henadad, strengthened an-
other extension, from the house
of Azariah to the turning of the
wall, even to the corner.

25 Palal, the son of Uzai,
strengthened the wall in front of
the turning of the wall and the
tower which goes out from the
king's supreme house that was by
the court of the prison. After him,
Pedaiah, the son of Parosh.

26 Andtheservantsgivento
the temple were dwelling in
Ophé toinfront of thewater gate
toward the sunrise and the tower
that goes out.

27 After them, the Tekoites
strengthened another extension,
in front of the great tower that
goes out, even to the wall of
Ophel.

28 From above the horse
gate the priests strengthened the
wall, each man in front of his
house.

29 After them, Zadok, the
son of Immer, strengthened the
wall in front of his house. And
after him, Shemaiah, the son of
Shechaniah, the onewho hedged
about the gate toward the sun-
rise, strengthened the wall.

30 After him, Hananiah, the
son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the
sixth son of Zalaph, strengthened
another extension of the wall.
After him, Meshullam, the son of
Berechiah, strengthened the walll
in front of hisroom.

31 After him, Malchiah, the
goldsmith’sson, strengthened the
wall to the house of the servants
giventothetemple, and of thetrav-

eling merchants, infront of thegate
Miphkad, andtothestairway at the
Ccornef.

32 And between the stair-
way at the corner to the flock
anima gatethegoldsmithsandthe
traveling merchants strengthened
the wall.

CHAPTER 4

1 Anditwas, that Sanballat
attentively heard that we built the
wall, and he burned with anger,
and increased being provoked,
and mocked against the Jews.

2 And he said before the
face of his brothers, and the re-
sources of Samaria, and said,
What are these feeble Jews do-
ing? Will they set themselves
free?Will they sacrifice? Will they
finish in aday? Will they revive
the stones out of the heaps of the
dust, and they are burned?

3 And Tobiah, the Ammo-
nite, was besidehim, and hesaid,
Even that which they build, if a
fox goesup, he shall break down
their stonewall.

4  Attentively hear, Oh our
God, because we are despised,
and turn their reproach upon their
own head, and give them as spoil
intheland of captivity;

5 And do not cover over
their iniquity, and do not rub out
their sin from before your face.
because they have provoked you
infront of the builders.

6 And we built the wall,
and al the wall was joined to-
gether to the middle, and the
people had a heart to work.

801



NEHEMIAH 4  The oppressors; Nebemiah: Do not fear; half of Jews hold weapons, and half build

7 And it was, when
Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the
Arabians, and the Ammonites,
and the Ashdodites attentively
heard that thewalls of Jerusalem
were completely up, that the
breaks began to be stopped, then
they burned with exceeding an-

ger,

8 Andall of them together
conspired to come to devour
against Jerusalem, and do it in-
jury.

9 Andwejudgedinprayer
to our God, and stood a guard
against them day and night be-
foretheir face.

10 And Judah said, The
power of the bearers of burdens
wavers, and there is much dust;
and we are not able to build the
wall.

11 Andour oppressorssaid,
They shall not know and not see
until we comeinthemidst among
them, and fatally strikethem, and
cause the work to cease.

12 Anditwas, that whenthe
Jewswho dwelt near them came,
they said to us ten strokes, Re-
turn to us from all places where
you are.l?

13 And| stood in the lower
places behind the wall; | also
stood the people on the higher
places exposed to the sun after
their families with their swords,
their spears, and their bows.

124:12 Apparently what thisversemeansisthat
the Jewsof the outlying townsand villages repeat-
edly came to Jerusalem to warn them to leave
Jerusalem, and go with them to avoid the threat-
ened danger of attack.
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14 And | saw, and rose up,
and said to the nobles, and to the
governors, and to the rest of the
people, Do not fear their face; the
Lord is great and terrible! Re-
member, and devour for your
brothers, your sons, and your
daughters, your wives, and your
houses.

15 And it was, when those
hating us attentively heard that it
was known to us by seeing, and
God had broken up their coun-
sel, that wereturned, al of us, to
thewall, every man to hiswork.

16 Anditwasfromthat day,
the half of my servants did the
work, and half of them strength-
ened themselves both with the
spears, the shields, and the bows,
and the body armor; and the chief
rulers were behind all the house
of Judah.

17 They who built on the
wall, and they who lifted loads,
with those who loaded, with one
of his hands did the work, and
with one strengthened himself
withamissile.

18 And the builders, every
man had his sword girded on his
loins, and built. And hethat blew
the trumpet was by me.

19 And| said to the nobles,
and to the governors, and to the
rest of the people, The work is
increased, and broad, and we are
separated upon thewall, oneman
far from his brother.

20 In whatever place you
attentively hear the sound of the
trumpet, gather together to us
there; our God shall devour for
us.
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21 Andwedidthework, and
half of them strengthened them-
selves with the spears from the
rising of the dawn until the stars
came out.

22 Likewise at that time |
said tothe people, Let every man
and his servant lodge within
Jerusalem, and they shall be a
guard to us by the night, and
work by the day.

23 And neither I, nor my
brothers, nor my servants, nor the
men of the guard who were be-
hind me, none of us stripped off
our clothes; to every man were
hismissileand hiswater.

CHAPTERS

1 And there was a great
scream of the people and of their
wives against their brothers, the
Jews.

2  Fortherewerethosewho
said, We, our sonsand our daugh-
ters, are many, and we take up
grain that we may eat and live.

3 And there were those
who said, We have given our
fields, vineyards, and houses as
security that we might takegrain
because of the famine.

4  And there were those
who said, We have obligated our
fieldsand vineyardsfor silver for
the king'stribute.

5 And now our fleshis as
theflesh of our brothers, our chil-
dren astheir children, and lo, we
tread down our sons and our
daughters as servants, and of our
daughtersaretreaded down; and
our fields and vineyards are not
in our hand; they are to others.

6 Andl burnedwithexceed-
ing anger when | attentively heard
their outcry and thesewords.

7 Andl ascended thethrone
with heart, and | rebuked the
noblesand thegovernors, and said
tothem, You obligateevery manto
hisbrother oninterest. And | gave
agreat assembly against them.

8 And| sad to them, We
according to our ability have
bought our brothers, the Jews,
who were sold to the peoples;
and will you also sell your broth-
ers, and will they be sold to us?
And they scratched their head,
and there was nothing to speak.

9 AndI said, Theword is
not good that you do; should you
not walk in the fear of our God
because of the reproach of the
peoples who hate us?

10 | also and my brothers
and my servants might obligate
them on interest for silver and
grain; please, let usleave off this
obligating on interest. exo 22:25

11 Return to them now, to-
day, their fields, their vineyards,
their oliveyards, and their houses,
and the hundredth'?! part of the
silver, and of thegrain, thewine,
and the oil, that you collected as
interest from them.

15:11 hundredth part, meah. Therateof in-
terest charged was 1% per month, which was a
hundredth part of the principal that was loaned,
which was 12% annually. Nehemiah commanded
every lender to rel ease every man'smortgage, and
toreturn the 1% interest per month he had already
taken, becauseaccording to God'sLaw, Exo 22:25,
you must not lend to your poor brother oninterest.
You must let the poor brother havethe necessities
of lifewithout interest.
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12 Andthey said, Wewill re-
turn, and will seek nothing from
them; we will do uprightly what
you say. And | called the priests,
and made them swear that they
would do this they had spoken.

13 Alsol shook out my lap,
and said, Just so God will shake
out every man from hishouseand
from hiswork who does not rise
to his word; thus he shall be
shaken out and emptied. And all
the congregation said, Amen, and
boasted in Jehovah. And the
people did according to this
word.

14 Also from the day that |
was commanded to betheir gov-
ernor in the land of Judah, from
the twentieth year even to the
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes,
theking, twelveyears, | and my
brothers have not eaten the food
of the governor.

15 And the former gover-
nors who were before me had
been heavy over the people, and
had taken from them food and
wine, besidesforty shekelsof sil-
ver; alsotheir servantsruled over
the people; and | did not do so,
facing the fear of God.

16 And aso | strengthened
thework of thiswall, and we did
not buy afield; and al my ser-
vants gathered themselves there
to the work.

17 And ahundred and fifty
men of the Jews, and governors,
and those who came to us from
among the peopleswho are about
us, were at my table.
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18 And what was done for
one day was one ox and six
choiceflock animals; also fowls
were done for me, and each ten
daysasupply of all sortsof wine;
and for this | did not seek food
from the governor, because the
work was heavy upon this
people.

19 Remember me, my God,
for good, for all that | have done
for this people.

CHAPTER 6

1 And it was, Sanballat,
and Tobiah, and Geshem, the
Arabian, and what isleft of those
who hate us, attentively heard
that | had built thewall, and there
was no break leftinit (though at
that time | had not stood up the
doors on the gates),

2 AndSanbdlat and Geshem
sent to me, saying, Walk, let us
meet by gppointment inthevillages
ontheplainof Ono. Andthey cal-
culated aplot todo meevil.

3 AndI sent messengersto
them, saying, | am doing a great
work, and | am not able to come
down; why should the work
cease whilel slack off and come
down to you?

4  And they sent this word
to me four times, and | returned
thisword to them.

5 And Sanballat sent this
word by hisservant to methefifth
time with an open letter in his
hand;

6 Writteninit, It is heard
among the peopl es, and Gashmu
says, you and the Jews cal culated
a plot to rebel; therefore you
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build the wall, and according to
these words that you breathe to
betheir king.

7 Andalsoyou have stood
prophets to call out over you at
Jerusalem, saying, A king isin
Judah! And now the king shall
attentively hear thesewords. And
now, walk, and let us consult to-
gether.

8 Andl senttohim, saying,
These words do not exist as you
say, but you invent them out of
your own heart,

9 Becausethey al madeus
afraid, saying, They will slack off
their handsfrom thework, and it
shall not be done. And now,
strengthen my hands!

10 And | cameto the house
of Shemaiah, the son of Delaiah,
the son of Mehetabeel, who was
shut up, and he said, L et us meet
by appointment in the house of
God, within the temple, and let
us shut the doors of the temple,
because they will cometo strike
you fatally; and in the night they
will cometo strikeyou fatally.

11 And| said, Should such
aman as | flee? And who as |
would go into thetempleto save
hislife?l will not goin.

12 Andlo, | recognized that
God had not sent him, because
he spoke this prophecy against
me, and Tobiah and Sanballat had
hired him.

13 He was hired so that |
should beafraid, and do thus, and
sin, and there would be to them
an evil report, that they could
reproach me.

14 My God, remember
Tobiah and Sanballat according
to these their works, and al'so on
the prophetess, Noadiah, and the
rest of the prophets, who would
cause meto bein fear.

15 And the wall was com-
pleted in the twenty-fifth day of
the new moon, Elul, in fifty-two
days.

16 Anditwas, that all those
hating us attentively heard, and
all the peopleswho were around
ussaw, and they fell exceedingly
intheir own eyes, and they knew
by seeing that thiswork wasdone
by our God.

17 Also in those days the
nobles of Judah walked many |et-
ters to Tobiah, and letters from
Tobiah came to them.

18 Because many in Judah
became |ords of oath to him, be-
cause he was the son in law of
Shechaniah, the son of Arah; and
his son, Johanan, had taken the
daughter of Meshullam, the son
of Berechiah.

19 Also they said his good
deeds before my face, and my
words were going out to him.
Tobiah sent letters to put mein
fear.

CHAPTER 7

1 Anditwas, that the wall
was built, and | had stood up the
doors, and the porters, and the
singers, andthe Leviteswerevis-
ited in their place,

2 And | commanded my
brother, Hanani, and Hananiah,
the chief ruler of the palace, over
Jerusalem, because he was a
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faithful man, and feared God above

many. '

3 And | sad to them, Do
not let the gates of Jerusalem be
opened until the sun is hot; and
whilethey are standing, et them
shut the doors, and hold them;
and stand guardsfrom theinhab-
itantsof Jerusalem, every manin
hiswatch, and every maninfront
of hishouse.

4  And the city was broad
on both hands, and great, and the
people few in its midst, and the
houses were not built.

5 And my God gave into
my heart to gather together the
nobles, and the governors, and
the people, to be enrolled by ge-
nealogy. And | found a book of
the geneal ogy of them who came
up at thefirst, and found written
init,

6 Thesearethechildren of
the province, who went up out
of the captivity, of those in the
exile, whom Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of Babylon, had trans-
ported as stripped captives, and
returned to Jerusalem and to
Judah, every manto hiscity,

7 Those coming with
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah,
Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth,
Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah; The
number of the men of the people
of Isradl:

8 The children of Parosh:
two thousand, a hundred and
seventy-two.

9 The children of
Shephatiah: three hundred and
seventy-two.
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10 Thechildrenof Arah: six
hundred and fifty-two.

11 The children of Pahath
Moab, of the children of Jeshua
and Joab: two thousand, eight
hundred and eighteen.

12 The children of Elam: a
thousand, two hundred and fifty-
four.

13 The children of Zattu:
eight hundred and forty-five.

14 The children of Zaccai:
seven hundred and sixty.

15 The children of Binnui:
six hundred and forty-eight.

16 Thechildrenof Bebai: six
hundred and twenty-eight.

17 The children of Azgad:
two thousand, three hundred and
twenty-two.

18 The children of
Adonikam: six hundred and sixty-
seven.

19 The children of Bigvai:
two thousand and sixty-seven.

20 Thechildrenof Adin: six
hundred and fifty-five.

21 The children of Ater of
Hezekiah: ninety-eight.

22 Thechildren of Hashum:
three hundred and twenty-eight.

23 The children of Bezai:
three hundred and twenty-four.

24 Thechildren of Hariph: a
hundred and twelve.

25 The children of Gibeon:
ninety-five.

26 The men of Beth Lehem
and Netophah: a hundred and
eighty-eight.

27 The men of Anathoth: a
hundred and twenty-eight.

28 The men of Beth
Azmaveth: forty-two.



The people enrolled by genealogy

29 The men of Kirjath
Jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth:
seven hundred and forty-three.

30 The men of Ramah and
Geba: six hundred and twenty-
one.

31 The men of Michmas: a
hundred and twenty-two.

32 The men of Bethel and
Ai: ahundred and twenty-three.

33 The men of the other
Nebo: fifty-two.

34 Thechildren of the other
Elam: a thousand, two hundred
and fifty-four.

35 The children of Harim:
three hundred and twenty.

36 The children of Jericho:
three hundred and forty-five.

37 The children of Lod,
Hadid, and Ono: seven hundred
and twenty-one.

38 The children of Senaah:
three thousand, nine hundred and
thirty.

39 The priests. the children
of Jedaiah, of the house of
Jeshua: nine hundred and sev-
enty-three.

40 Thechildrenof Immer: a
thousand and fifty-two.

41 Thechildren of Pashur: a
thousand, two hundred and forty-
seven.

42 Thechildren of Harim: a
thousand and seventeen.

43 ThelLevites: thechildren
of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, and of the
children of Hodevah: seventy-
four.

44 Thesingers: thechildren
of Asaph: a hundred and forty-
eight.

NEHEMIAH 7

45 Theporters. thechildrenof
Shallum, the children of Ater, the
children of Talmon, the children of
Akkub, the children of Hatita, the
children of Shobai: ahundred and
thirty-eight.

46 Theservantsgiventothe
temple: the children of Ziha, the
children of Hashupha, the chil-
dren of Tabbaoth,

47 The children of Keros,
the children of Sia, the children
of Padon,

48 The children of Lebana,
the children of Hagaba, the chil-
dren of Shamai,

49 The children of Hanan,
the children of Giddel, the chil-
dren of Gahar,

50 The children of Reaiah,
thechildren of Rezin, thechildren
of Nekoda,

51 Thechildren of Gazzam,
the children of Uzza, the children
of Phaseah,

52 Thechildrenof Besa, the
children of Meunim, thechildren
of Nephishesim,

53 The children of Bakbuk,
the children of Hakupha, the chil-
dren of Harhur,

54 The children of Bazlith,
the children of Mehida, the chil-
dren of Harsha,

55 The children of Barkos,
the children of Sisera, the chil-
dren of Tamah,

56 The children of Neziah,
the children of Hatipha.

57 The children of
Solomon’sservants: the children
of Sotai, the children of
Sophereth, the children of Perida,
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58 Thechildren of Jaala, the
children of Darkon, the children
of Giddel,

59 The children of
Shephatiah, thechildren of Hattil,
the children of Pochereth of
Zebaim, the children of Amon.

60 All the servants given to
the temple and the children of
Solomon’s servants were three
hundred and ninety-two.

61 Andthesewerethey who
went up from Telmelah,
Telharesha, Cherub, Addon, and
Immer, and they were not ableto
cause to stand out boldly their
father’s house and their seed if
they were of Isragl.

62 The children of Delaiah,
the children of Tobiah, the chil-
dren of Nekoda: six hundred and
forty-two.

63 And of the priests: the
children of Habaiah, thechildren
of Koz, the children of Barzillai,
who took of the daughters of
Barzillai, the Gileadite, as wife,
and was called after their name.

64 These searched for their
book among those enrolled by
geneal ogy, and were not able to
find it, and they were put out of
the priesthood.

65 Andthegovernor saidto
them that they should not eat of
the most holy things until there
stands a priest with Urim and
Thummim. Note Ezr 2:63 Note Exo 28:30

66 The whole congregation
together were forty-two thou-
sand, three hundred and sixty,

67 Separate from their
manservants and their maidser-
vants, who were seven thousand,
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threehundred and thirty-seven, and
to them were two hundred and
forty-fivesinging menand singing
women.

68 Their horses, seven hun-
dred and thirty-six; their mules,
two hundred and forty-five:

69 Camels, four hundred
and thirty-five; donkeys, six thou-
sand, seven hundred and twenty.

70 Andsome of the heads of
thefathersgavetothework. The
governor gave to the treasury a
thousand drachmas of gold, fifty
basins, five hundred and thirty
priests garments.

71 Andsome of the heads of
the fathers gave to the treasury
of the work twenty thousand
drachmas of gold, and two thou-
sand, two hundred measures of
slver.

72 And that which the rest
of the people gave was twenty
thousand drachmas of gold, and
two thousand measures of silver,
and sixty-seven priests’ gar-
ments.

73 And the priests, and the
L evites, and the porters, and the
singers, and some of the people,
and the servants given to the
temple, and all Israel, dwelt in
their cities; and the seventh new
moon was touched, and the chil-
dren of Israel wereintheir cities.

CHAPTER 8
1 And al the people gath-
ered themselves together as one
man into the street facing the
water gate, and they saidto Ezra,
the scribe, to bring the book of
thelaw of Moseswhich Jehovah
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had commanded to Israel.

2 And Ezra, the priest,
brought the law before the con-
gregation of men and women and
all who could attentively hear
with understanding upon day one
of the seventh new moon.

3 Andhecaledout fromit
facing the street that faced the
water gate from the light until
midday in front of the men, and
thewomen, and those who could
understand, and theearsof all the
people were to the book of the
law.

4  And Ezra, the scribe,
stood upon a platform of wood
which they had made for the
word; and beside him stood
Mattithiah, and Shema, and
Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah,
and Maaseiah, on hisright hand,;
and on hisleft hand, Pedaiah, and
Mishael, and Malchiah, and
Hashum, and Hashbadana,
Zechariah, and Meshullam.

5 And Ezra opened the
book inthe eyesof all the people
(because he was above all the
people), and when he opened it
all the people stood up;

6 And Ezra blessed Jeho-
vah, the great God, and all the
people answered, Amen, Amen,
with raising their hands; and they
bowed, and prostrated them-
selves to Jehovah, their nostrils
to the ground.

7 And Jeshua, and Bani,
and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah,
Kélita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan,
Pelaiah, andtheL evites, causedthe
peopleto understand the law; and
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the people stood upontheir places.

8 And they caled out the
book of thelaw of God distinctly,
and put it withintelligent success,
and caused them to understand
what was called out.

9 And Nehemiah, who is
the governor, and Ezra, the
priest, the scribe, and the Levites
who caused the peopl e to under-
stand, said to all the people, This
day isholy to Jehovah, your God,;
do not mourn, and do not weep,
because al the peoplewept when
they attentively heard the words
of the law.

10 And he said to them,
Walk, eat the fat, and drink the
sweet, and send portionsto them
for whom nothing is set up, be-
cause today is holy to our Lord,;
and do not toil with pain, because
rejoicing in Jehovah isyour for-
tress.

11 AndtheLevitesquietedal
the people, saying, Be quiet, be-
cause the day is holy, and do not
laborinpain.

12 And all the people
walked to eat, and to drink, and
to send portions, and to make
great happiness, becausethey had
understood the words that were
made known to them.

13 And on the second day
were gathered together the heads
of the fathers of al the people,
the priests, and the Levites, to
Ezra, the scribe, and to beintelli-
gently successful inthewordsof the
law.

14 Andthey foundwrittenin
thelaw which Jehovah had com-
manded by the hand of Moses,
80
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that the children of Israel should
dwell in boothsin thefeast of the
seventh new moon; Lev 23:34; Deut
16:13

15 Andthat they should hear
attentively, and crossover thecall
in al their cities, and in Jerusa-
lem, saying, Go out to the mount,
and bring in olive branches, and
wild olive branches, and myrtle
branches, and palm branches, and
branches of densetrees, to make
booths, asit iswritten.

16 Andthepeoplewent out,
and brought, and made them-
selves booths, every man upon
theroof of hishouse, andintheir
courts, and in the courts of the
house of God, and in the street
of thewater gate, and inthe street
of the gate of Ephraim.

17 Andall the congregation
of them who returned out of the
exile made booths, and sat under
the booths, because since the
days of Joshua, the son of Nun,
to that day the children of Israel
had not done so; and there was
exceeding great gladness.

18 Andday by day fromthe
first day to thelast day he called
out the book of the law of God,
and they did thefeast seven days,
and on the eighth day was a sol-
emn assembly according to the
judged decree.

CHAPTER9
1 Andinthetwenty-fourth
day of this new moon the chil-
dren of Israel were gathered to-
gether with fasting, and with
sackcloths, and dirt upon them.
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2 And the seed of Israel
separated themsavesfromal chil-
dren of strangers, and stood and
raised their hands, confessing their
sins, and theiniquitiesof their fa-
thers.

3 Andthey rose upon their
place, and called out the book of
the law of Jehovah, their God, a
fourth of the day; and a fourth
they raised their handsin confes-
sion, and prostrated themselves
to Jehovah, their God.

4  Andthe Levites, Jeshua,
and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah,
Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and
Chenani stood upon the ascent, and
cried with agreat voice to Jeho-
vah, their God.

5 Andthe Levites, Jeshua,
and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah,
Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah,
and Pethahiah said, Rise! Bless
Jehovah, your God, forever and
ever; and blessed is your heavy
glorious name which is exalted
aboveall blessing and praise.

6 You are he, Jehovah
alone; you have made the heav-
ens, the heaven of heavens, and
al their host, the earth, and all
that is upon it, the seas, and all
thatisinthem, and you causethem
al tolive; and thehost of the heav-
ensprostrate themselvesto you.

7 Youare he, Jehovah, the
God who chose Abram, and
brought him out, out of Ur of the
Chaldees, and put to him the
name of Abraham;



They rehearse God's blessings upon and revelations to Israel and Israels rebellion NEHEMIAH 9

8  Andbroughtforthhisheart
faithful beforeyour face, andcut a
covenant withhimtogivetheland
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and
the Jebusites, and the Girgashites,
to give it to his seed, and have
caused your wordsto rise because
you arerighteous,

9 Andsaw theoppression of
our fathersin Egypt, and attentively
heard their cry by the Red Seg;

10 And gave signs and
miracles upon Pharaoh, and on
al his servants, and on all the
people of hisland, because you
knew by seeing that they boiled
over againgt them. And you made
for yourself aname, asit isthis
day.
11 And you tore open the
sea before their face, and they
crossed over the midst of the sea
onthedry ground; and you threw
those pursuing them into the
deep, as a stone into forceful
waters.

12 Andyou led themin the
day by acolumn of cloud, andin
the night by a column of fire, to
givethemlight intheway where
they should walk.

13 Andyou descended upon
Mount Sinai, and spoke with
them from the heavens, and gave
them right judgments, and true
laws, good enactments, and com-
mandments;

14 Andmadeknowntothem
your holy Sabbath, and com-
manded them commandments, en-
actments, and laws, by the hand of
Moses, your servant;

15 Andgavethemfoodfrom
the heavensfor their hunger, and
brought forth water for them out
of the lofty rock for their thirst,
and said to them that they should
gointo possesstheland whichyou
raised your handto givethem.

16 Andthey and our fathers
boiled over, and hardened their
necks, and did not attentively
hear your commandments,

17 And refused to atten-
tively hear, and did not remem-
ber your wonders that you did
with them; and hardened their
necks, and intheir rebellion gave
themselves a head to return to
their bondage; and you areaGod
ready to pardon, gracious, and
compassionate, waiting long be-
fore your nostrils burn, and of
great mercy, and did not forsake
them.

18 Also, when they had
made themselves a molten calf,
and said, Thisisyour God who
brought you up out of Egypt, and
made great scorn,

19 Yet you in your great
compassion did not forsakethem
in the desert; the column of the
cloud did not depart from above
them by day to lead them in the
way, and the column of fire by
night to betheir light and theway
wherethey should walk init.

20 Yougavealso your good
Spirit to makethem intelligently
successful, and did not withhold
your manna from their mouth,
and gave them water for their
thirst.
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21 Andforty yearsyou sus-
tained them in the desert; they
lacked nothing; their clothes did
not wear out, and their feet did
not swell.

22 Andyougavethemking-
doms, and peoples, and appor-
tioned to them by mouths; and
they possessed theland of Sihon,
and the land of the king of
Heshbon, and the land of Og,
king of Bashan.

23 Andyou multiplied their
children asthe stars of the heav-
ens, and brought them into the
land, of which you had said to
their fathers, that they should go
in to possess.

24 Andthechildrenwentin,
and possessed the land, and you
caused theinhabitants of theland,
the Canaanites, to bend their
kneesbeforetheir face, and gave
them into their hands, and their
kings, and the people of theland,
to do with them as they pleased.

25 And they captured forti-
fied cities, and robust soil, and
possessed housesfull of al good,
wells dug, vineyards, and
oliveyards, and fruit trees in
abundance; and they ate, and
were filled, and shined with fat,
and delighted themselvesin your
great goodness.

26 Andthey werebitter, and
rebelled against you, and threw
your law behind their backs, and
fatally struck your prophets, who
testified against them to turn
them back to you, and they did
great scorn.
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27 And you gave them into
the hand of their oppressors, and
they distressed them; and in the
time of their distress, they cried
toyou, and you attentively heard
from the heavens; and according
to your great compassion you
gavethem saviors, and they saved
them out of the hand of their op-
Pressors.

28 And after there was rest
to them, they turned back to do
evil before your face, and you
forsook them into the hand of
those hating them, and they
treaded over them; and they
turned back, and cried to you,
and you attentively heard them
from the heavens; and you
snatched them out many times
according to your compassions;

29 And testified against
them to turn them back to your
law, and they boiled over, and did
not attentively hear your com-
mandments, and sinned against
your judgments (which if aman
shall do, he shall live in them),
and gave the shoulder to turn
away, and hardened their neck,
and would not attentively hear.

30 And many years you
drew them, and testified against
them by your Spirit by the hand
of your prophets, and they would
not broaden their ear; and you
gave them into the hand of the
peoples of the lands.

31 Andyoudidnot endthem
for your great compassions, and
did not forsake them, because
you are a gracious and compas-
sionate God.
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32 And now, our God, the
great, the mighty, and theterrible
God, who hedges about the cov-
enant and mercy, do not et all the
distress seem little before your
face that has come upon us, on
our kings, onour chief rulers, and
onour priests, and on our proph-
ets, and on our fathers, and on
all your people, since the day of
the kings of Assyriato this day.

33 And you are righteous
over al that is brought upon us,
because you have donetruth, but
we have done wrong;

34 And our kings, our chief
rulers, our priests, and our fa-
thers, have not done your law,
and have not pricked up our ears
to your commandments and your
testimonies which you testified
against them.

35 Andthey havenot served
youintheir kingdom, and inyour
great goodness that you gave
them, and in the broad and ro-
bust land which you gave before
their face, and they have not
turned back from their wicked
acts.

36 Behold, we are servants
today, and theland that you gave
toour fathersto eat itsfruit and its
good, behold, weareservantsupon
it;

37 Anditincreasesmuchin-
come to the kings whom you
have given over usbecause of our
sins, and they rule over our bod-
ies and over our animals at their
pleasure, and weareingreat dis-
tress.

38 Andbecauseof dl thiswe
cut asure covenant, and writeit,
and we set our seal, our chief rul-
ers, Levites, priests.

CHAPTER 10
1 And those who sealed
were: Nehemiah, the governor,
the son of Hachaliah, and

Zidkijah,
2 Seraiah, Azariah,
Jeremiah,
3 Pashur, Amariah,
Malchijah,
4 Hattush, Shebaniah,
Malluch,
5 Harim, M eremoth,
Obadiah,
6 Daniel, Ginnethon,
Baruch,
7 Meshullam, Abijah,
Mijamin,
8 Maaziah, Bilgai,

Shemaiah; these werethe priests.

9 And the Levites: and
Jeshua, the son of Azaniah,
Binnui of the sons of Henadad,
Kadmiel;

10 And their brothers:
Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita,
Pelaiah, Hanan,

11 Micha, Rehob,
Hashabiah,

12 Zaccur, Sherebiah,
Shebaniah,

13 Hodijah, Bani, Beninu.
14 The heads of the people:
Parosh, Pahath Moab, Elam,
Zatthu, Bani,
15 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
17 Ater, Hizkijah, Azzur,
18 Hodijah, Hashum, Bezali,
19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,
813
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20 Magpiash, Meshullam,
Hezir,
21 Meshezabeel, Zadok,

Jaddua,

22 Pdatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,

23 Hoshea, Hananiah,
Hashub,

24 Hallohesh, Pileha,
Shobek,

25 Rehum, Hashabnah,
Maaseiah,

26 And Ahijah, Hanan,
Anan,

27 Maluch, Harim, Baanah.

28 And the rest of the
people, the priests, the Levites,
the porters, those given as sing-
ers, those given as temple ser-
vants, and all those who had
separated themselves from the
peoplesof thelandsto the law of
God, their wives, their sons, and
their daughters, all those know-
ing understanding,

29 They fastened upon their
brothers, their nobles, and en-
tered into a curse, and into an
oath, towak in God'slaw, which
was given by the hand of Moses,
the servant of God, and to hedge
about and do all the command-
ments of Jehovah, our Lord, and
hisjudgmentsand hisenactments;

30 And that we would not
give our daughters to the people
of the land, and would not take
their daughters for our sons,

31 And the people of the
land, those bringing merchandise
and any grain on the Sabbath day
tosell, wewould not takeit from
them on the Sabbath or on the
holy day, and that we would
thrust away the seventh year, and
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the collection of interest on ev-
ery hand.

32 Alsowestood command-
ments upon us, to give over a
third of a shekel yearly for the
service of the house of our God,

33 Forthearranged bread,®®
and for the continual food offer-
ing, and for the continual burnt
offering, of the Sabbaths, of the
new moons, for the appointed
feadts, and for the holy things, and
for the sin offeringsto cover for
Israel, and for all the work of the
house of our God.

34 Andweletthelotsfall to
the priests, the Levites, and the
people, for thewood offering, to
bringitinto the house of our God,
after the houses of our fathers,
at times fixed year by year, to
burn upon the altar of Jehovah,
our God, as it is written in the
law;

35 And to bring the
firstfruits of our soil, and the
firstfruits of all fruit of al trees,
year by year, to the house of Je-
hovah;

36 Also the firstborn of our
sons, and of our animals, asit is
written in the law, and the first-
borns of our herds, and of our

33 10:33 arranged bread, lechem, bread,
or food, maareketh, arrangement. Translated
shewbread in KJV. Called lechem paaniym,
bread of his face, in Exo 25:30. Both terms
refer to the bread that was arranged on the
table in the tabernacle/temple, showing that
the face of God is the daily nourishment of
our entire spirit, soul, and body, a picture of
keeping the face of God before us to will the
will of God, as Jesus said, |, what | have seen
alongside of my Father, | speak, and you
therefore, what you have seen alongside
of your father, you do, John 8:38. The bread
of His face refers to keeping His face ever
before us to do His will and His will aone.
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our God, tothe priestswho minis-
ter inthe house of our God,;

37 Andthat we should bring
thefirst of our meal, and our of-
ferings, and the fruit of all trees,
of fresh grape juice, and of ail,
to the priests, to theroomsof the
house of our God; and the tithes
of our soil to the Levites, and
they, the Levites, should takethe
tithesinall thecities of our work.

38 Andthepriest, the son of
Aaron, shall bewiththe Levites,
whenthe Levitestaketithes; and
theLevitesshall bring up thetithe
of the tithes to the house of our
God, to the rooms, into the trea-
sure house;

39 Becausethechildrenof Is-
rael and the children of Levi shall
bring the offering of the grain, of
thefresh grapejuice, andtheail to
theroomswherethevesselsof the
sanctuary are, and the priestswho
minister, and the porters, and the
sngers, andwewill not forsakethe
house of our God.

CHAPTER 11

1 Andthechief rulersof the
people dwelt at Jerusalem, and
the rest of the peoplelet lotsfall
to bring one out of ten to dwell
in Jerusalem, the holy city, and
nine hands to dwell in other cit-
ies.

2 Andthepeopleblesseddl
themenwhowillingly offeredthem-
selvesto dwell at Jerusalem.

3 And these are the heads
of the province who dwelt in
Jerusalem, and in the cities of
Judah; every man dwelt in his
possessionintheir cities: Isradl, the

priests, and the Levites, and the
servantsgivento thetemple, and
thechildren of Solomon’'sservants.

4  Andat Jerusdemdwelt of
the children of Judah, and of the
children of Benjamin. Of thechil-
dren of Judah: Athaiah, the son of
Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the
son of Amariah, the son of
Shephatiah, theson of Mahaaled,
of thechildren of Perez;

5 AndMaasaiah, the son of
Baruch, the son of Colhozeh, the
son of Hazaiah, the son of
Adaiah, theson of Joiarib, theson
of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni.

6 All thesonsof Perezwho
dwelt at Jerusalem werefour hun-
dred and sixty-eight men of re-
SOurces.

7 Andthesearethe sonsof
Benjamin: Sallu, the son of
Meshullam, the son of Joed, the
son of Pedaiah, the son of
Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the
son of Ithiel, the son of Jesaiah.

8 And after him Gabbai,
Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-
eight.

9 And Joel, the son of
Zichri, wasthevisitor over them,
and Judah, the son of Senuah,
was second over the city.

10 Of thepriests: Jedaiah, the
son of Joiarib, Jachin.

11 Seraiah, the son of
Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam,
the son of Zadok, the son of
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was
the commander of the house of
God.
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12 Andther brotherswhodid
thework of the house were eight
hundred and twenty-two; and
Adaiah, theson of Jeroham, theson
of Pddiah, thesonof Amzi, theson
of Zechariah, the son of Pashur, the
son of Malchiah,

13 Andhisbrothers, headsof
thefathers, two hundred and forty-
two; and Amashai, the son of
Azared, theson of Ahasal, theson
of Meshillemoth, theson of Immer,

14 Andtheir brothers, mighty
men of resources, ahundred and
twenty-eight; and the onevisiting
over themwas Zabdid, the son of
oneof thegreats.

15 And of the Levites:
Shemaiah, the son of Hashub, the
son of Azrikam, the son of
Hashabiah, the son of Bunni;

16 And Shabbethai, and
Jozabad, of the heads of the
Levites, visited over the outside
work of the house of God.

17 And Mattaniah, the son
of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the
son of Asaph, was the head to
begin to raise their hands in
prayer; and Bakbukiah, the sec-
ond among his brothers, and
Abda, the son of Shammua, the
son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun.

18 All theLevitesintheholy
city were two hundred and
eighty-four.

19 And the porters, Akkub,
Talmon, and their brothers who
hedged about the gates were a
hundred and seventy-two.

20 Andtherest of Isradl, of
the priests, the Levites, were in
all thecitiesof Judah, every man
in hisinheritance.
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21 Andtheservantsgivento
the temple dwelt in Ophel, and
Ziha, and Gispa were over the
servants given to the temple.

22 Andtheonevisiting over
the Levites at Jerusalem was
Uzzi, the son of Bani, the son of
Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah,
the son of Micha. Of the sons of
Asaph, the singers were in front
of the ministry of the house of
God,

23 Becausetheking's com-
mandment concerning them was
that a fixed portion was for the
singers, aword day by day.

24  And Pethahiah, the son of
Meshezabeel, of the children of
Zerah, the son of Judah, was at
theking'shandin all words con-
cerning the people.

25 And for the towns with
their fields, some of the children
of Judah dwelt at Kirjath Arba
and initsvillages, and at Dibon
and in its villages, and at
Jekabzeel andinitsvillages,

26 And at Jeshua, and at
Moladah, and at Beth Phelet,

27 And at Hazar Shual, and
at Beer Shebaand initsvillages,

28 And at Ziklag, and at
Mekonah andinitsvillages,

29 Andat Enrimmon, and at
Zareah, and at Jarmuth,

30 Zanoah, Adullamand in
their villages, at Lachish and its
fields, at Azekah and in its vil-
lages. And they dwelt from Beer
Shebato thevalley of Hinnom.

31 Andthechildren of Ben-
jamin from Geba dwelt at
Michmash, and Aija, and Bethel
andinthelr villages,
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32 And at Anathoth, Nob,
Ananiah,

33 Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,

34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat,

35 Lod, and Ono, thevalley
of Craftsmen. 1chr4:14

36 And of the Levites were
divisions in Judah and in Ben-
jamin.

CHAPTER 12

1 Andthesearethepriests
and the L eviteswho went up with
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel,
and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah,
Ezra,

2 Amariah,
Hattush,

3 Shechaniah, Rehum,
Meremoth,

4 Iddo, Ginnetho, Abijah,

5 Miamin, Maadi ah,
Bilgah,

6 Shemaiah, and Joiarib,
Jedaiah,

7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah,
Jedaiah. Thesewerethe heads of
the priests and of their brothers
in the days of Jeshua.

8 AndthelLevites: Jeshua,
Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah,
Judah, and Mattaniah who was
over thechoir, heand hisbrothers.

9  AndBakbukiahand Unni,
their brotherswere oppositethem
intheguard duty.

10 And Jeshua begot
Joiakim, and Joiakim begot
Eliashib, and Eliashib begot
Joiada,

11 And Joiada begot
Jonathan, and Jonathan begot
Jaddua.

Malluch,
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12 Andinthedaysof Joiakim
were priests, the heads of thefa-
thers: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of
Jeremiah, Hananiah;

13 Of Ezra, Meshullam; of
Amariah, Jehohanan;

14 Of Mdlicu, Jonathan; of
Shebaniah, Joseph;

15 Of Harim, Adna; of
Meraioth, Helkai;

16 Of Iddo, Zechariah; of
Ginnethon, Meshullam;

17 Of Abijah, Zichri; of
Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai;

18 Of Bilgah, Shammua; of
Shemaiah, Jehonathan;

19 Andof Joiarib, Mattenai;
of Jedaiah, Uzzi;

20 Of Sallai, Kallai; of
Amok, Eber;

21 Of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of
Jedaiah, Nethaned!.

22 ThelLevitesinthedaysof
Eliashib: Joiada, and Johanan,
and Jadduawere written heads of
thefathers; and the prieststo the
reign of Darius, the Persian.

23 The sons of Levi, the
heads of the fathers, were writ-
ten in the book of the words of
the days, and until the days of
Johanan, the son of Eliashib.

24 And the heads of the
Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah,
and Jeshua, the son of Kadmidl,
and their brothers opposite them,
to boast, to raise their hands, ac-
cording to the commandment of
David, the man of God, guard
beside guard.

25 Mattaniah, and Bakbu-
kiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Tdmon,
Akkub, were portershedging about
theguard of the collection of offer-
817
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ingsat thegates.

26 Thesewereinthedaysof
Joiakim, the son of Jeshua, the
son of Jozadak, and in the days
of Nehemiah, the governor, and
of Ezra, the priest, the scribe.

27 And at the dedication of
thewall of Jerusalem they sought
the Levitesout of all their places
to bring them to Jerusalem, to
make the dedication with glad-
ness, and with raising their hands,
and with singing, with cymbals,
lyres, and with harps.

28 Andthesonsof thesing-
ersgathered themselvestogether,
both out of the circuit of Jordan
around Jerusalem, and from the
villages of Netophathi,

29 And from the house of
Gilgal, and out of the fields of
Geba, and Azmaveth, because
the singers had built for them-
selvesvillagesaround Jerusalem.

30 And the priests and the
Levitespurified themselves, and
purified the people, and the gates,
and thewall.

31 And | brought up the
chief rulers of Judah upon the
wall, and stood two choirs of
them who raised their hands, and
walkedin procession ontheright
hand upon the wall toward the
dung gate;

32 And after them walked
Hoshaiah, and half of the chief
rulers of Judah,

33 And Azariah, Ezra, and
Meshullam,

34 Judah, and Benjamin, and
Shemaiah, and Jeremiah,
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35 Andcertainof thepriests
sons with trumpets: Zechariah,
the son of Jonathan, the son of
Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah,
the son of Michaiah, the son of
Zaccur, the son of Asaph;

36 And his brothers:
Shemaiah, and Azarael, Milalai,
Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and
Judah, Hanani, with the musical
instrumentsof David, the man of
God, and Ezra, the scribe, before
their faces.

37 And over the fountain
gate, which was opposite them,
they went up on the stairs of the
city of David at the going up of
the wall above the house of
David, and as far as the water
gate toward sunrise.

38 And the second choir of
them who raised their hands
walked opposite them, and | af-
ter them, and half of the people
upon the wall from beyond the
tower of the furnaces and to the
broad wall;

39 Andfrom abovethegate
of Ephraim, and above the gate
of Jeshanah, and above the fish
gate, and the tower of Hananes!,
and the tower of Meah, and to
the flock animal gate; and they
stood at the prison gate.

40 And the two choirs of
themwho raisetheir handsin the
house of God stood, and I, and
half of the governorswith me;

41 Andthepriests: Eliakim,
Maaseiah, Miniamin, Michaiah,
Elioenai, Zechariah, and
Hananiah, with trumpets;
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42 And Maaseiah, and
Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi,
and Jehohanan, and Malchijah,
and Elam, and Ezer. And the
singers were attentively heard,
and Jezrahiah was the one who
was visited over them.

43 And that day they sacri-
ficed great sacrifices, and re-
joiced, because God caused them
to rgjoice with great joy; and the
wives and the children rejoiced,
and the joy of Jerusalem was at-
tentively heard far off.

44 And at that time men
were visited over the rooms for
the treasuries, for the offerings,
for the firstfruits, and for the
tithes, to gather into them out of
thefields of the citiesthat which
was allotted by the law for the
priestsand L evites, because Judah
rejoiced over the priestsand over
the Leviteswho stood.

45 And the singers and the
porters hedged about the guard
duty of their God, and the guard
duty of the purification, accord-
ing to the commandment of
David and of Solomon, hisson,

46 Because in the days of
David and Asaph of old were
heads of the singers, and songs
of praise, and raising their hands
to God.

47 Andall Israel inthedays
of Zerubbabel and in the days of
Nehemiah gave the portions of
thesingersand the portersaword
day by day; and they sanctified
holy thingstothe L evites, and the
Levitessanctified themto thechil-
dren of Aaron.

CHAPTER 13

1 Onthatdaythey caledout
fromthebook of Mosesintheears
of the people, and it was found
writtentherethat theAmmoniteand
the M oabite should not comeinto
the congregation of God forever,

2  Becausethey did not come
beforethe children of Israel with
food and with water, and hired
Bdaam againg themthat heshould
make light of them, and our God
turned their being madelight of into
ablessing.

3 And it was, they atten-
tively heard the law, and they
separated from lsrael all the
mixed marriages.

4  Andbeforethis, Eliashib,
the priest, who was given author-
ity over the rooms of the house
of our God, wasallied to Tobiah,

5 Andhehad madefor him
a great room, and there where
before they gave the food offer-
ings, the frankincense, and the
vessels, and the tithes of the
grain, the fresh grape juice, and
theoil commandedtothe L evites,
andthesingers, andtheporters, and
theofferingsof thepriests.

6 Andduringdl thisl wasnot
at Jerusalem, becausein thethirty-
second year of Artaxerxes, king of
Babylon, | cameto theking, and
after days| mademy request of the
king;

7 Andl cameto Jerusalem,
and understood the evil that
Eliashib did for Tobiah, in mak-
ing for him aroom in the courts
of the house of God.
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8 Anditwasexceedingly evil
tome, and | threw all thethings of
Tobiah out of theroom.

9 And | sad to, and they
cleansed the rooms, and | re-
turned the vessels of the house
of God withthefood offering and
thefrankincense.

10 AndI knew by seeingthat
the allotments of the Leviteshad
not been given, and the Levites
and the singerswho did thework
had fled every manto hisfield.

11 AndI contended with the
governors, and said, Why is the
house of God forsaken? And |
gathered them together, and
stood them in their place.

12 Andall Judah brought the
tithe of the grain, and the fresh
grape juice, and the oil to the
treasuries.

13 And | made treasurers
over the treasuries. Shelemiah,
the priest, and Zadok, the scribe,
and Pedaiah of the Levites; and
at their hand was Hanan, the son
of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah,
because they were calculated
faithful, and it was on them to
alot to their brothers.

14 Remember me, Oh my
God, concerning this, and do not
rub out my mercy that | have
done for the house of my God
and for its guard duty.

15 In those days | saw in
Judah those treading grape vats
on the Sabbath, and bringing in
sheaves, and loading donkeys;
and also wine, grapes, and figs,
and all kinds of burdens, which
they brought into Jerusalem on
the Sabbath day; and | testified
820

against theminthe day they sold
hunted game.

16 And Tyrians dwelt there
who brought fish and al kinds of
merchandise, and sold on the
Sabbath to the children of Judah
andin Jerusalem.

17 Andl contended withthe
noblesof Judah, and said to them,
What evil word isthisthat you do
and profanethe Sabbath day?

18 Did your fathers not do
thus, and our God brought al this
evil upon us and upon this city?
And you bring more wrath upon
Israel by profaning the Sabbath.

19 And it was, when the
gates of Jerusalem began to be
shaded facing the Sabbath,*® |
said that the gates should be shut,
and said that they should not be
opened until after the Sabbath;
and | stood some of my servants
at the gatesthat no burden should
be brought in on the Sabbath day.

20 And the traveling mer-
chants and sellers of all kinds of
merchandise lodged outside
Jerusalem atime or two.

21 And | testified against
them, and said to them, Why do
you lodgeinfront of thewall?If
you do so again, | will lay hands
on you. From that time they did
not come on the Sabbath.

22 And| said to the Levites
who wereto cleanse themselves,
and they came, and hedged about
the gatesto sanctify the Sabbath
day. Also remember mefor this,

19 13:19 Remember that the Sabbath began
at sundown, not at sunrise, in agreement with
Genesis 1:5, And it was dusk, and it was
dawn, day one.
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Oh my God, and cover meinthe
abundance of your mercy.

23 Alsointhosedays| saw
Jews sit down with wives of
Ashdod, Ammon, Moab;

24 Andtheir children spoke
half in the language of Ashdod,
and did not recognize how to
speak the Jews language, and
spoke according to the tongue of
people and people.?*

24 13:24 the last phrase, the tongue of
people and people is the literal Hebrew, and
means that the language the children learned
was a jargon of half Ashdod which obliterated
their ability to think and speak as a Jew with
faith in God. You find the same phrase,
lashown am waa aam, in Esther 1:22 where
Ahasueras sent out his decree in the tongue of
the various peoples, people by people. The
children are the subject here, and the impor-
tance of the words of the Jewish language to
lodge the words of faith in their hearts. Your
sayings | have hid in my heart that |
might not sin against you, Psa 119:11.
Faith is carried in the language of the culture
of the family and the community where the
child is brought up. The important thing is
not what language is spoken, but what reli-
gious culture the language carries. The lan-
guage of Ashdod carried faith in Dagon, the
fish god, and Ashtaroth, the female goddess
who always appeared alongside of Baal. Pros-
titution was practiced in her temple, and in
her name, and she was served with immoral
rites by both men and women. Thus a goddess
of pornography was a very vibrant part of
the language of Ashdod. The children were
brought up speaking a jargon of Ashdod mixed
with some Jewish words. The meaning of the
Jewish words, their true biblical meaning, was
lost in the overwhelming influence of the lan-
guage and culture of the false religion based
on immorality. In every people and in every
language around the world you have the same
problem. Children are being brought up on
the language of the Bible, or the language of
false religions, and/or immoral cultures. It is
the responsibility of the parents, and of the
institutions in the communities, including edu-
cation, entertainment, government, business,
et al, to bring up that child on the language of
the Bible. Governments in taking a so-called
neutral stand have taken a strong stand for
evil language and false religion which makes
the state above God, and which promotes ev-
ery evil under the sun in the name of equal
rights for everyone except those who cling to
the language and the culture of the Word of

25 And | contended with
them, and madelight of them, and
struck certain men of them, and
pulled out their hair, and made
them swear by God, You shall not
giveyour daughtersto their sons,
and you shall not take their
daughters to your sons, and for
yourselves.

26 Did not Solomon king of
Israel sin by these? And among
many peoples there was no king
like him, and was beloved of his
God, and God made him king
over al Israel; however strange
women caused himtosin.

27 Andshal we hear you at-
tentively to do all thisgreat evil,
to act treacherously against our
Godinsitting down with strange
wives?

28 And one of the sons of
Joiada, the son of Eliashib, the
great priest, was son in law to
Sanballat, the Horonite, and |
caused him to flee from me.

29 Remember them, Oh my
God, over their profaning the
priesthood, and the covenant of
the priesthood, and of the
Levites.

God. The wicked shall be turned into the
world of the dead - all peoples that for-
get God, Psa 9:17. Every parent and every
official of every community institution shall
be judged on judgment day before God Al-
mighty for his or her part in the molding of
the language and concepts of children, and
they shall be judged on whether they lodged
the words of the Bible in the child's heart, or
whether acting as their own god they filled
the child’s heart with their own evil opinions!
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30 Andl cleansedthemfrom
all strangers, and stood theguards
of the priestsand the L evites, ev-
ey maninhisministry,

31 Andforthewood offering
at appointed times and for the
firstfruits. Remember me, Ohmy
God, for good.
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