ECCLEASTESOR
THEPREACHER ECCLESASTES 1

Life on earth goes in a seemingly endless circle;

The theme of Ecclesiastes is The Power
to Enjoy Life is The Gift of God, 2:24-26

CHAPTER1

1 The words of the
Preacher,! the son of David, king
inJerusalem.

2  Vanity of vanities, saysthe
Preacher, vanity of vanities; al is
vanity.

3 What profitistheretoman
of all hiswearisometoil which he
worksunder thesun?

4 A generation walks on,
and a generation comes, and the
earth standsforever.

5 Andthesunrises, andthe
sungoesdown, and inhaeseagerly
togotoitsplacewhereit rose.

6 Thewindwakstowardthe
south, andturnsaroundtothenorth;
turning around, the wind turns
around, and upon its circuits the
wind turnsback.

7  All thestreamswalk into
the sea, and the seaisnot full; to
the place from where the rivers
walk, therethey return walking.

8 Allwordsarefull of wea
risometail; manisnot ableto spesk
it; theeyeisnot satisfied with see-
ing, and the ear isnot filled with
hearing.

9  What hasbeen, it shall be,
andwhat isdone, it shall bedone,
and thereisnot anything new un-
der the sun.

10 Isthere aword where it
may be said, See, thisisnew? It
has always been long ago, that

1 1;1 Preacher, goheleth, a proper name
for Solomon, used only in Ecclesiastes, and
means Preacher, one who addresses a public
assembly on the issues of life.

people do not remember and they do not learn

which existed facing back.

11 Thereisnoremembrance
of what wasfirst, and also there
shall not be aremembrance of the
last thingsthat are with them who
shdll bethelast.

12 |, the Preacher, wasking
over lsradl in Jerusaem.

13 And | gave my heart to
tread seeking and beonthego to
gain by wisdom concerning all
things that are done under the
heavens; God has given thisevil
businessto the sons of men with
whichto humblethem.

14 | have seen al theworks
that are done under the sun, and
behold, al isvanity and grasping
of soirit.

15 The twisted cannot be
madedraght, andthedeficient can-
not beweighed out.

16 | spoke with my own
heart, saying, Lo, | have become
great, and facing back have added
more wisdom than all who have
been in Jerusalem, and my heart
had seen abundant wisdom and
knowledge.

17 And | gave my heart to
know by seeing wisdom, and to
know by seeing folly and Supidity;
| knew by seeingthat they dso are
agrasping of spirit,

18 Becauseinabundant wis-
domisabundant provocation, and
hewho addsknowledge adds sor-
row.



ECCLESIASTES 2
CHAPTER?2

1 | sadinmy heart, Walk,
please; | will test youwith joy, and
see good. And behold, it alsois
vanity.

2 |sadof laughter, Itisfally;
and of joy, What doesthisdo?

3 lwasonthegoforganin
my heart to draw out wineto my-
sdf, and my heartled mewithwis-
dom, and to lay hold on stupidity,
until I might seefromwherewas
that good for the sons of men,
which they should do under the
heavensall thedaysof their life.

| made great works for
myself | built housesfor mysdf; |
planted vineyardsfor mysdif;

5 | madegardensand parks
for myself, and | planted in them
treesof al fruits;

6 | madereservoirsof water
formysdf, withwhichtoirrigatethe
plantsthat sprouted trees;

7 | procured servants and
mai dservants, and sonswerein my
house; also livestock of beef cattle
and abundant flocks were mine
aboveall whowerein Jerusalem
beforeme;

8 lasogatheredfor myself
slver and gold, and wedlth of kings
and of the districts; | made men
sngersandwomensingersfor my-
salf, and theluxury of the sons of
men, a wife as queen and other
wives.

9 AndI wasgreat, and in-
creased morethan all who existed
facing back in Jerusalem; alsomy
wisdom stood with me.

10 Andall whatever my eyes
demanded | did not refusethem; |
did not withhold my heart fromany
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Entertainment and malerial pleasures are not the fulfillment of life

joy, because my heart rejoiced in
al my wearisometoil, andthiswas
my alotment of all my wearisome
tall.

11 And| faced about to look
onall theworksthat my handshad
done, and on the wearisome toil
that | had wearily toiled to do, and
behold, all wasvanity and agrasp-
ing of spirit, and therewasno profit
under thesun.

12 AndI faced myself about
to seewisdom, and folly, and stu-
pidity, becausewhat can the man
who comesafter theking dowhen
they havedoneit long ago?

13 And | saw that there is
profitinwisdom morethan stupid-
ity, asprofit isin light more than
darkness.

14 Theeyesof thewisearein
his head, and the stupid walksin
darkness, and | knew by seeingaso
that onehappening lightsuponthem
dl.

15 Andl sadinmy heart, As
it happenstothegtupid, asoit lights
upon me, and how was| then more
wise?And | spokein my heart that
thisdsoisvanity,

16 Because there is no re-
membranceof thewiseequdly with
the stupid, forever; what camein
dayslong agoisall forgotten. And
how does the wise die? Equally
withthestupid.

17 Andl hated life, because
thework done under the sunwas
evil tome, becausedl isvanity and
agrasping of spirit.

18 AndI hated all my weari-
sometoil which| toiled under the
aun; | wouldleaveittothemanwho
shall beafter me.



The enjoyment of life is the gift of God; everything has its appointed time ECCLESASTES 3

19 Andwhoknows?Shal he
bewiseor supid? Andheshdl rule
over dl my wearisometoil inwhich
| have toiled, and who under the
sun will know | have been wise?
Thisasoisvanity.

20 And | turned around to
cause my heart to despair of all
wearisome toil which | wearily
toiled under the sun,

21 Because there is a man
whosewearisometoil isinwisdom,
andinknowledge, and in upright
prosperity, and he shall giveit as
hisallotment to amanwho hasnot
wearily toiledinit. Thisalsoisvan-
ity and agrest evil,

22 Becausewhat shal betoa
man of all hiswearisometoil, and
of thegrasping of hisheart,inwhich
he hassorrowfully toiled under the
un?

23 Because all his days are
sorrowsand being provokedinhis
employment; yes, inthenight his
heart doesnot liedown. Thisalso
isvanity.

24  Thereisnothing better for
aman: heshould eat and drink, and
he should cause his soul to go out
after good in hiswearisometoil.
Thisasol saw, that it wasfromthe
hand of God,

25 Because who can eat, or
who can hurry, morethan 1?

26 Becausehehasgivenwis-
dom, and knowledge, andjoy toa
man who isgood before hisface,
and hehasgivenemploymenttothe
sinner to gather and to collect that
he may give to him who is good
beforethefaceof God. Thisdsois
vanity and agrasping of spirit.

CHAPTERS3

1 Toeverythingthereisan
appointed time, and atimeto ev-
ery pursuit under the heavens,

2 Atimetobeborn, and a
timeto die; atimeto plant, and a
timeto pluck up what was planted;

3 Atimetodrikefataly, and
a time to heal; a time to break
down, and atimeto build up;

4  Atimetoweep, andatime
to laugh; atime to mourn, and a
timetojump for joy;

5 Atimetothrow out ones,
and atimeto gather stones; atime
to embrace, and atimeto widely
distanceyoursdf fromembracing;

6 A timetosearchout,and
a time to lose; a time to hedge
about, and atimeto throw out;

7 Atimetotear,and atime
to sew; atimeto keep silence, and
atimeto speak;

8 Atimetolove andatime
to hate; atimetowar, and atimeto
make peace.

9 What profitistheretothe
doer inwhat hetoils?

10 | have seen the employ-
ment which God hasgiventothe
sons of men in which to humble
them.

11 He has made everything
beautiful initstime; also he has
giveneternity intheir heart, without
whichnoman canfind out thework
that God doesfrom the head until
theend.

12 | know that there is no
good inthem, but foramantore-
joice, andtodogoodinhislife.

13 And also, every man
should eat and drink, and seethe
good of al hiswearisometoil; itis
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ECCLESIASTES 4 What God does is forever; man appears to be as animals; oppression on earth

thegift of God.

14 | know by seeing that all
that God does, it shall beforever;
nothing can be added to it, and
nothing can be scraped of f fromit;
and God doesit that men should
fear before hisface.

15 What hasbeen, it haslong
continued; and what will be, it has
beenalongtime; and God searches
out what follows.

16 Andagain, | saw underthe
sun the place of judgment; there
waswickedness; andintheplace
of righteousness, therewaswrong.

17 |sadinmy heart, Godshdl
judgetherighteousand thewicked,
because thereisatimefor every
delight and for every work there.

18 | saidinmy heart concern-
ingthestate of the sonsof men, that
God might distinguish them, and
that they might seethat they them-
selvesareanimdls,

19 Becausewhat happensto
thesonsof men hgppenstoanimals,
and onething happensto them; as
thisonedies, so that onedies, and
toall isonebreath; and the superi-
ority of man aboveaanimal does
not exist, becauseadl isvanity.

20 Allwalktooneplace; all
areof thedust, and al turn back to
dust.

21 Whoknowsby seeingthe
spirit of the sons of man that as-
cendsupward, and the spirit of the
animal that descendsdownwardto
the earth?

22 And | see that there is
nothing better, than that a man
should rejoicein hisown works,
becauseitishisallotment, because
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whoshdl bringhimto ssewhat shall
beafter him?

CHAPTER4

1 Andl turned back, and |
saw all the oppressions that are
done under the sun; and behold,
there is the weeping of the op-
pressed, and there existsto them
no comforter; and power isinthe
hand of their oppressors; thereex-
iststo them no comforter.

2 Andl praisethedead who
have already died more than the
living, themwhoarediveuntil now.

3 And he who has not yet
been is better than both of them,
who hasnot seentheevil work that
isdone under the sun.

4  Andl saw all wearisome
toil and every successful work that
foritamanisenvied of hisneigh-
bor. Thisadsoisvanity and agrasp-
ingof soirit.

5 Thesupidclagphishands,
and eatshisown flesh.

6 Betterisonepamfull of
rest, thantwofigsfull of wearisome
toil and agrasping of spirit.

7 And ]| turned back, and |
saw vanity under thesun.

8 Thereisone, andthereis
not a second; and to him isnot a
son or abrother; yet thereisnoend
of al hiswearisometoil; also his
eyeisnot satisfied withwedth; and
he does not say, For whom do |
toil, and cause my soul to gowith-
out good?Thisasoisvanity, and it
isanevil employment.

9 Better are two than one,
becausethereexiststothemagood
payment for their wearisometail,



People do not rejoice in one another; exercise the fear of God in everything ECCLESASTES 5

10 Becauseif theyfdl,theone
will raise up hiscompanion, and
woetotheonewhofallsandthere
isnot asecond toraisehim up.

11 Also, if two lie together,
thereishest to them, and one, how
can hebewarm?

12 And if one overpowers
him, thetwo shall stand opposite
him, and a threefold cord is not
quickly torn off.

13 Betterisachild, poor and
wise, than aking, old and foolish
whowill not know enlightenment
any more,

14 Sincehecomestoreignout
of aprison house, thereforeaso he
who is born in his kingdom be-
COMES POOT.

15 Isawdlthelivingwhowak
under thesun, with thesecond child
who shall standin hisstead.

16 Thereisnoend of al the
people; all who have been before
do not rejoice in him, also they
whofollow after. Surdy thisdsois
vanity and agrasping of spirit.

CHAPTERS

1 Hedge about your foot
whenyouwalk tothehouseof God,
and be moreready to attentively
hear thanto givethesacrificeof the
stupid, because they do not know
by seeing that they do evil.

2 Do not let your mouth
tremble in haste, and do not let
your heart flow likeliquidto bring
out aword beforetheface of God,
because God isinthe heavens, and
you are upon the earth; therefore
let your wordsbefew,

3 Because a dream comes
through theabundance of business,
and astupid one’' svoiceisknown
by an abundance of words.

4  When you vow avow to
God do not procrastinateto com-
plete it, because there exists no
pleasurein stupid ones; what you
havevowed complete.

5 It is better that you not
vow than that you vow and not
completeit.

6 Do not give in for your
mouth to causeyour fleshto sin,
and do not say before the face of
the Messenger that it wasaninad-
vertent mistake; why should God
burst out inrageat your voiceand
destroy the work of your hands?
See Note Gen 16:7

7  Becauseintheabundance
of dreamsarevanitiesand anin-
crease of words, but you fear God.

8 If youseethedefrauding
of thepoor inajurisdictionand vio-
lent robbing of judgment and righ-
teousnessdo not bein consterna-
tion at the matter, because hewho
is higher than the high hedges it
about, and higher ones are over
them.

9 Andtheprofit of earthis
fordl; thekinghimsdf isserved by
thefield.

10 Hewholovessilver shall
not be satisfied with silver, and he
wholovesabundance, withincome;
thisalsoisvanity.

11 Whenthegoodsincrease,
they areincreased who eat them,
and what good is there to their
lords, except the seeing of them
withtheir eyes?
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ECCLESIASTES 6  Find your joy in God, not wealth; men who cannot enjoy their wealth

12 The dleep of aworker is
sweet, whether he eats little or
much, and theabundanceof therich
will not let him deep.

13 Thereisawearing evil |
have seen under the sun: wealth
hedged about for itslordsto their
evil.

14 Andthewedthislog;itis
lost in an evil business; and he
begetsason, and nothing existsin
hishand, not a speck.

15 As he came out of his
mother’ swomb he shall turn back
naked to walk as he came, and
walking away he shall not lift a
speck of hiswearisometoil inhis
hand.

16 Andasothisisawearing
evil: evenashecame, soinall he
shall walk out; and what profitis
thereto himwho wearily toilsfor
thewind?

17 Alsoadl hisdaysheesatsin
darkness, and much provocation,
and sickness, and rage.

18 Behold, what | have seen:
itisgood and beautiful to eat and
todrink, and to seethegood of al
his wearisome toil for which he
workshard all thedaysof hislife
under thesun, whichGod giveshim,
becauseitishisalotment.

19 Also, every mantowhom
God hasgivenwedth and accumu-
lated riches, and has given him
power to eat of it, and to lift his
dlotment, andtorgoicein hiswea
risometoil - thisisthegift of God!

20 Because he shall not re-
member much of thedaysof hislife,
since God answershiminthejoy
of hisheart.

1046

CHAPTER®G

1 Thereisan evil which |
have seen under thesun, anditis
abundant among men:

2 A mantowhom God has
givenriches, accumulated wedlth,
and heavy glory, and helacksnoth-
ing for his soul of al that he de-
sires, and God does not givehim
power to eat of it, but amanwho
Isastranger eatsit; thisisvanity,
anditisanevil disease.

3  If aman begetsahundred
children, and livesmany years, and
heisgreat because of the days of
hisyears, and hissoul isnot filled
to satisfaction from the good, and
dsothereistohimnoburid - | say,
Hewhoisamiscarriageis better
thanhe?

4  Becausehecameinemp-
tiness, and he walks out in dark-
ness, and hisnameiscovered with
darkness.

5 And he has not seen the
sun, and hasnot known; tothisone
ismorerest than that one.

6 Andthoughhelivesathou-
sand yearstwice over, yet he has
not seen good; do not all walk out
to one place?

7  All thewearisometoil of
man isfor hismouth, and yet the
soul isnot filled,

8 Because what more is
there to the wise than to the stu-
pid? What isthereto himwhois

3 6:3 The meaning of the verse is that it is
better that a person be miscarried and die be-
fore birth than to live out his whole life and
never know that he is here to experience the
goodness of God. Then verses 4-6 teach very
clearly that the person who died in a miscar-
riage does go to be at rest, in other words, to
be with God, even though he never experi-
enced life under the sun, that is, on earth.



Man is dependent on God; develop character by dependence on God ECCLESASTES 7

looked down on with harshness
whoknowshowtowak beforethe
living?

9 Better isthe sight of the
eyesthan thewalking of the soul;
thisasoisvanity and agrasping of
Spirit.

10 He who has been was
called by namelong ago, anditis
known that heisAdam, and heis
not able to rule over himwho is
more powerful than he.t?

11 Since there are many
wordsthat increasevanity, what is
left toman?

12 Because, who knows by
seeingwhat isgood for maninlife,
dl thedaysof hisvainlifewhichhe
makes asashadow? Becausewho
can causeto stand out boldly toa
man what shall beafter him under
thesun?

CHAPTER7

1 A good name is better
than good perfumed ointment, and
the day of death than the day of
birth.

2  Itisbetter to walk to the
house of mourning, thantowalk to
the house of feasting, becauseitis
thetermination of al men, andthe
livingwill giveit heed upon hisheart.

3 Provocationisbetter than
laughter, because by the breaking
up of the face the heart is made
better.

10.6:10 The meaning of this verse is that
Man was long ago called by his name, Adam,
which indicates his weakness and dependence
upon God: Adam, made from red dirt. There-
fore, man needs to learn that he cannot rule
over God. He must by faith accept his posi-
tion as dependent, and receive God's grace of
salvation as God originaly intended. Man has
no position as ruler and judge over God.

4  Theheart of thewiseisin
the house of mourning, and the
heart of thestupidisinthehouse of
joy.

5 It is better to attentively
hear the rebuke of thewise, than
for aman to attentively hear the
song of thestupid,

6 Because as the sound of
thornsunder apot, so islaughter
of thestupid; thisasoisvanity.

7  Surely oppressonmakesa
wise man rave, and a gift causes
theheart to belost.

8 Betteristheendof aword
thanitsbeginning; better isthelong-
waitingin spirit thantheproudin
Spirit.

9 Do not let your spirit
tremble in being provoked, be-
cause being provoked restsinthe
bosom of the stupid.

10 Donot say, Why isit that
the former days were better than
these? Becauseyou do not wisely
inquireconcerning this.

11 Wisdom isgood with an
inheritance, and it isleft to them
who seethesun,

12 Because wisdom is a
shade of protection, and silver is
ashade of protection; and the pre-
eminenceof knowledgeof wisdom
isthat it giveslifetoitslords.!?

13 Seethework of God, be-
causewhoisableto makestraight
what he hasmadetwisted? 3

12.7:12 Knowledge of wisdom gives life to
its lords, that is, to those who own it and are
masters of it.

13 7:13 means that man cannot make to be
right what God has made to be wrong. If a
practice is evil, twisted, you cannot make that
practice to be straight or righteous, as man
has tried to do down through history. All you
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ECCLESIASTES 7
14 In the day of good, be
good, and in the day of evil, see;
also God hasmadethisalongwith
that, to the end that from man
should exigtsnothing after him.#

15 | haveseenalthingsinthe
daysof my vanity; thereisarigh-
teous man who is lost from this
lifein hisrighteousness, and there
isawicked manwholiveslongin
hiswickedness.

16 Do not be increasingly
righteous, and do not show your-
sef exceedingly wise; why should
you bedevastated? °

17 Do not be increasingly
wicked, and do not be stupid; why
should you diewhenitisnot your
time?’
have to do to see man’s attempt today, is to
look at what man tries to make socialy, reli-
giously, and politically correct, which in real-
ity is evil to the core. Sickness, poverty, and
heartache are the result of man’s sin. God
made it so, and you cannot change that.
Health, prosperity, and peace of mind are the
gifts of the righteousness of God. God made it
so, and you cannot change that. These are
strong statements, but you read the Word of
God from Genesis to Revelation, and you will
never find any other explanation than the
above statements. There are additional clari-
fications to be made, but these statements are
the truth!

147:14 Thisverse says that God has designed
man’s circumstanceson earth so that after the en-
tirehuman race haslived out their dayson earth, it
will be clearly evident that nothing was brought
into existence or added by man. Theentirehistory
of man will demonstrate clearly that manisade-
pendent creature, totally dependent upon God, for
dl, including what isright and what iswrong, and
thousands of years of man’sattemptsat changing
things will only demonstrate that he has ab-
solutely nothing to add. All came from God.
All exists from God, and man had best learn
God's way, and stop trying to change God's
ways.

16 7:16 This verse apparently commands
us not to try to make ourselves to appear
more righteous and more wise than what we
are, because then we shall be devastated when
it is evident to all that we are no better and no
wiser than others.

177:17 This verse says very clearly that you
can cause your death before your time by be-
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Man is dependent on God; be humble in the face of everything

18 Itisgood that you should
saizethis and dso do not withdraw
your hand from this, because he
whofearsGod shdl comeout from
themall.®

19 Wisdom strengthens the
wise morethan ten warriorswho
areinthecity,

20 Because there does not
exist arighteous man upon earth
who does good, and doesnot sin.

21 Alsodonotgiveyour heart
to all wordsthat are spoken, lest
you hear your servant makelight
of you,

22 Becausealso, oftentimes
your own heart knows that you
yoursdlf havea so madelight of oth-
ers.

23 | have proved all this by
wisdom; | said, | will bewise! And
itwasfar fromme.

24 That whichisfar off and
deep, deep, who canfind it out?

25 | turned my heart over and
over to know, andto beonthego
to gain, and to search out wisdom,
and areason, and the knowledge
of thewickednessof stupidity, and
silliness, and boasting,

26 Andl find morebitter than
death the woman whose heart is
snaresand nets, and her handsare
chainsof bondage; it isgoodness
before the face of God that you
escape from her; and the sinner
shall be captured by her.

ing wicked and/or stupid. This is not for you
to judge the death of others. This is to pre-
vent your own premature death.

18 7:18 shall come out from them all,
means that the wise man who seizes the truths
in verses 16-17 shall escape from self-righ-
teousness and increasing wickedness.



Wait in faith on God's long waiting judgment

27 See | havefoundthis, says
the preacher; one by one, there
existsareason;

28 What more my soul has
sought, and | did not find: | have
found oneman among athousand,
and | have not found a woman
amongall those.

29 Lo, | haveonly seenthis:
that God has made man upright,
and they have sought out many in-
ventions2®

CHAPTERS

1 Whoisasthewise man?
Andwho knowstheinterpretation
of aword?A man’swisdommakes
hisfaceto shine, and the strength
of hisfaceshall be changed.

2 | counsel you, hedge
about the king’s mouth, even be-
cause of the oath of God.

3  Donottrembleinwalking
before hisface; do not standinan
evil word, because he doesal to
whichheisinclined.

4  Wheretheword of aking
isthereispower to rule, and who
may say to him, What areyou do-
ing-

5  Whoever hedgesabout the
commandment shall know no evil
word, and a wise man’s heart
knows by seeing time and judg-
ment,

6 Becausethereistimeand
judgment to every purpose, since
theevil of manisgreat uponhim,

7  Becausehedoesnot know
what shall be, because, who can
causewhenit shall beto stand out

29 7:29 inventions, chishshabown, con-
trivances, machinations, war machines, as well
as mental thoughts.

ECCLESASTES 8
boldly tohim?

8 Thereispower to no man
toruleover thespirit to shut off the
spirit, and thereisno power tohim
torule over the day of death; and
thereisno dischargein that war,
and lords of wickedness shall not

e.

9 All this| have seen, and
given my heart to every work that
is done under the sun; thereisa
timewhenamanrulesover manto
hisownevil.

10 Andso | saw thewicked
buried, who had come and had
walked from the place of the holy,
andthey wereforgotteninthecity
wherethey had so done; thisalso
isvanity.

11 Whenajudicid sentenceis
not done speedily against theevil
work, therefore, the heart of the
sonsof menisfilledwithinthemto
doevil.

12 Thoughasinner doesevil
ahundredtimes, andlifeto himis
prolonged, yet surely | know that it
shall bewell with them who fear
God, whofear before hisface;

13 Anditsndl notbewdl with
thewicked, and he shall not pro-
long hisdays, they areasashadow,
because hedoesnot fear beforethe
faceof God.

14 Thereisavanity whichis
done upontheearth, that thereare
therighteouswho aretouched aong
with thework of thewicked; and
there are the wicked, who are
touched aong with thework of the
righteous; | said also that thisis
vanity.
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ECCLESIASTES 9Man cannot search out the wisdom of God; Enjoy life, God is in control

15 AndI praisedjoy, because
there existsnothing better toaman
under the sun, than to eat, and to
drink, and to rgjoice; and it shall
bond the days of hislifewith his
wearisometoil, which God givesto
him under the sun.

16 When| gave my heart to
know wisdom, and to seethebusi-
nessthat is done upon the earth -
because al so day and night hedoes
not seedeep with hist® eyes-

17 Andl saw all thework of
God, that man is not ableto find
out thework that isdone under the
sun, becausethoughamanwesarily
toilsto searchiit out, yet he shall
not findit; andfurther, thoughawise
man sayshewill know, heshal not
beabletofindit.

CHAPTERY9

1 Becausel gaveadl thisto
my heart, and to examineall this,
that therighteous, and thewise, and
their deedsareinthe hand of God;
aman doesnot know both by love
and hatred all that isbeforetheir
faces,

2 Becausedl happenstodl;
thereisoneevent to therighteous
and to thewicked, tothegood and
the pureand to the unclean, tohim
who sacrificesand to himwho does
not sacrifice; asisthegood, sois
thesinner; and hewho swears, as
hewhofearsan oath.

16 8:16 The last half of this verse, inter-
jected into the thought, refers to God, who
does not sleep day or night; therefore it is
impossible for man to search out all that God
purposes and does. In the next verse he points
out that God's work is such that man is not
able to find it out.
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3  Thisisanevil anongdl that
aredone under the sun, that there
isone happeningto al; and also,
the heart of the sonsof menisfull
of evil, and foolish boasting isin
their heart whilethey live, and af -
terwards they walk to the dead!

4 Because to him who is
joinedtoal theliving thereiscon-
fidence, because aliving dog is
better than adead lion,

5 Becausetheliving know
that they shall die, and thedead do
not know a speck; and there does
not exist payment to them any
more, becausethe memory of them
isforgotten.

6 Boththeir love, andtheir
hatred, and their envy, long ago
werelogst, and there does not exist
andlotment tothem any morefor-
ever in al that is done under the
un.

7 Walk on, eat your food
withjoy, and drink your winewith
a good heart, because long ago
God was pleased with your works.

8 Letyour garmentsbewhite
al time, anddonot lack perfumed
oi ntment upon your head.

9 Looktolivingwiththewife
whomyou loveall thedaysof the
life of your vanity, which he has
givenyouunder thesun, dl thedays
of your vanity, becauseitisyour
allotmentinthislife, andinyour
wearisometoil which youwearily
work under the sun.

10 All that your handfindsto
do, do with your power, because
there does not exist work, nor de-
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom
intheworld of the dead, thereto
whereyou arewalking.



Do right because of God; people will not remember; life is full of paradoxes ECCLESASTES 10

11 | turned back and saw un-
der the sun that therace is not to
the swift, and the battleis not to
themighty, and alsofoodisnot to
thewise, and alsorichesarenot to
men of understanding, and also
grace is not to men in the know,
but time and happening lightsupon
themall,

12 Because also man does
not know by seeing histime; asfish
seized in an evil net and aslittle
birds seized in the snarethe sons
of menareensnaredinanevil time
whenit fallsupon them suddenly.

13 Alsol haveseenthiswis-
dom under thesun, and it wasgreat
tome:

14 Therewasalittlecity, and
within it afew mortal men; and
therecamenear it agreat king, and
surrounded it, and built great en-
trapmentsagaingt it;

15 Andtherewasinitapoor
wise man, and he caused the city
to escape by hiswisdom, and no
man remembered that same poor
man.

16 Andl said, Betteriswis-
domthanmight, andthepoor man’'s
wisdom isdespised, and hiswords
arenot attentively heard.

17 Thewordsof thewiseare
attentively heardinrest morethan
the outcry of himwho rulesamong
thestupid.

18 Better is wisdom than
implementsof war, and onesinner
causes much goodto belost.

CHAPTER 10
1 Deadfliescauseadtinking
odor to gush forth from the per-
fumed ointment of the ointment

maker, sotheva ueof heavy glori-
ouswisdom is caused to stink by
alittlestupidity.

2 Theheartof awisemanis
at hisright hand, and the heart of
thestupid at hisleft.

3 Andaso, whenthestupid
walksby theway hisheart islack-
ing, and he saysto everyonethat
heisstupid.

4  Ifthespirit of theruler as-
cendsagaing you, do not leaveyour
position, because healing settles
down grest offenses.

5 Thereisanevil | haveseen
under the sun, asamistake going
out fromthefaceof theruler;

6 Stupidityisgivengreat d-
evation, and the honorablewedthy
stdownlowinrank.

7 | haveseen servantsupon
horses, and chief rulerswalking as
servantsupon the earth.

8 Hewhodigsapitshal fdl
intoit, and hewho breaksthrough
awalled enclosure, asnake shall
grikehim.

9  Whoever pullsdownbuild-
ing stones shall suffer pain from
them; hewho splitswood shall be
cut by it.

10 |If theironisdull, and he
doesnot makethefaceof theiron
light, thenhemust prevail withmore
resources, and the advantage of
being right iswisdom.*®

10°10:8-10. These verses are not speaking
of retribution. These words warn us to take
safety precautions: that when you dig a pit,
you do not fal in it; when you break down a
walled enclosure, watch out for snakes; when
you pull down stones from a building, take
precautions not to get hit with them; when
you split wood, do not get hit by the wood
when it flies loose; when you use iron tools,
sharpen them so you do not have to work so
hard. It is wisdom and to your advantage to be
right and safe, rather than careless and sorry.
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ECCLESIASTES 11

11 If the snake will strike
whenthereisno enchantment, then
thereisno profit in alord of the
tongue.t*

12 Thewordsof awiseman's
mouth aregracious, and thelipsof
thestupidwill swalow himsdf.

13 Thecommencement of the
wordsof hismouthisstupidity, and
the end of his mouth is foolish
boagtinginevil.

14 Andthe stupid increases
words, aman cannot causehimto
know what shall be, and, who can
cause what shall be after him to
stand out boldly to him?

15 Thewearisometoil of the
stupid causeseveryone of themto
gaspintail, that he doesnot know
howtowalk to thecity.

16 Woetoyou, Ohland, when
your kingisachild, and your chief
rulerseat at the dawn!

17 Oh land, you are righ-
teoudy happy whenyour kingisthe
sonof thoserefined by fire, andyour
chief rulerseat in proper time, for
might and not for drunkenness!

18 Bymuchlazinessthebuild-
ing tumblesinto ruin, and through
neglect the hands of the house
drips.8

19 Foodismadefor laughter,
andwinergoicestheliving, andsil-
ver answersall.

1110:11 a lord of the tongue, la ba’al
ha laashown, means a master at using his
tongue for deceit, confusion, gossip, et. al.
Just as sure as the snake will bite, there is no
profit or benefit in a lord of the tongue, in a
big talker.

18 10:18 the hands of the house do not
catch the rain, but let it fall through onto its
residents.
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Words of the stupid and the wise contrasted; Sowing and Reaping

20 Also, in your conscious
thought, do not makelight of the
king; and in the apartment of your
bed do not makelight of therich,
becauseabird of the heavensshall
causethevoicetowak, andalord
of wings will cause the word to
stand out boldly.

C H A PT E R ]J-Sermon Outline

1  Sendout your food upon
theface of thewaters, because af -
ter abundanceof daysyou shdl find
it.

2 Giveandlotmenttoseven,
and also to eight, becauseyou do
not know by seeing what evil shdll
be upon the earth.

3 Whenthedark cloudsare
full of rainthey pour out uponthe
earth, and when the tree fallsto-
ward the south, and when it falls
toward the north, inthe spot where
thetreefalls, thereit shal be.

Sermon Outline: Seadtime and Harvest.
The following outline has been a great bless-
ing to me:
1. Everything in your life is governed by
God's principle of Seedtime and Harvest.
Gen 8:22
2. Seedtime and Harvest are always after
its kind. Gen 1:10-11.
3. God Himself abides by His own holy prin-
ciple of Seedtime and Harvest.
Isa 53:10-11.
He sowed His Son. He reaped our salvation.
4, Sow regardless of all the negative fac-
tors. Ecc 11.
(1) Sow regardless of the apparent storms.
Ecc 11:1-6.
(2) Sow regardless of the response of
people. Mtt 13:1-23.
(3) Sow regardless of the interference of
the devil. Mtt 13:24-30.
5. Sow counting on the positive factors.
(1) Sow with all the sincerity of your soul.
Psa 126:5-6.
(2) Sow bountifully. 2 Cor 9:6
(3) Look to God, not man, for your in-
crease. 1 Cor 3:6.
(4) Wait for your due time. Gal 6:9



Sowing and Reaping; remember your Creator in the days of your youth ECCLESASTES 12

4  Hewho hedgesabout the
wind shdl not sow, and hewho sees
thedark cloudsshall not reap.

5 Asyou do not know by
seeing what istheway of thespirit,
how the bones grow in thewomb
of her that isbeingfilledwith child,
just so you do not know by seeing
theworks of God who makesall.

6  Sowyourseedinthedawn,
and do not put away your handin
the dusk, because you do not know
by seeing how thisshall beright,
thisor that, or if they both together
shall be good.

7 Andthelightisswest, and
it isgood for the eyes to see the
aun,

8 Because if a man lives
many years, rgjoicing inthemall,
yet let him remember the days of
darkness, because they shall be
many. All that comesisvanity.

9 Rgoice Ohyoungman,in
your youth, and let your heart make
youwsdl inthedaysof your youth,
andwalk inthewaysof your heart,
and inthe sight of your eyes, and
know that for all these God will
bring youinto judgment.

10 Andturnaway being pro-
voked from your heart, and cause
evil to crossover fromyour flesh,
because childhood and youth are
vanity.

CHAPTER 12
1 Andremember your Cre-
ator inthedaysaf your youth, while
theevil daysdo not come, andyou
aretouched by theyears, whenyou
shall say, There exists to me no
pleasureinthem;

2 Whilethesun,andthelight,
and the moon, and the stars, are
not darkened, and the dark clouds
return after therain;

3 Intheday whenthosewho
hedge about the house shall
tremble, and the men of resources
shall betwisted, and thegrinders
cease because they are few, and
thosewho see out of thewindows
aredarkened,

4  Andthedoorsshdl beshut
in the streets, when the sound of
thegrindingislow, and heshdl rise
up at thevoiceof thelittlebird, and
al thedaughtersof music shall be
brought low;

5 Also when they shall be
afraid of heights, andfearsshall be
intheway, andtheamondtreeshal
flourish, and thegrasshopper shall
beaburden, and desire shall fail,
because man walksto hiseternal
home, and the mourners go about
thestreets;

6 Beforethesilver cordis
widely distanced, and the golden
bowl iscrushed to pieces, and the
pitcher isburgt at thefountain, and
thewhedl crushed to piecesat the
cigern.

7 Andthedus shdl turnback
totheearth asit was, and the spirit
shdl turn back to God who gaveit.

8  Vanity of vanities, saysthe
preacher; al isvanity.

9 Andbesides, becausethe
preacher waswise, he continued
to teach knowledgeto the people,
and he broadened hisear, and ex-
amined, and made straight many
proverbs.



ECCLESIASTES 127be end of the whole word: Fear God, and hedge about his commandments

10 The preacher sought to
find out pleasant words, and that
which was written was upright,
wordsof truth.

11 Thewordsof thewiseare
asgoadsand asnailsfastened by
thelordsof assemblies, givenfrom
oneshepherd.

12 Andfurther, by these, my
son, beenlightened; thereisnoend
of making many books; and much
study isafatigueof theflesh.

13 Letusattentively hear the
end of thewholeword: Fear God,
and hedge about his command-
ments, becausethisisthewholefor
man,

14 Because, God shall bring
every work into judgment, with
every secret, if itisgood, andif it
isevil.
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