ZEPHANIAH

Twill take away all things from the face of the earth; | He will also judge the idolatry of Judah

CHAPTER 1

1 The word of Jehovah
whichwasto Zephaniah,! the son
of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the
son of Amariah, the son of
Hizkiah, inthedaysof Josiah, the
son of Amon, king of Judah.

2 Taking away, | will take
away all things from the face of
the earth - An oracle of Jehovah

3 1 will takeaway manand
animal; | will takeaway thebirds
of the heavens, and thefish of the
sea, and the stumbling-blocks
with the wicked, and | will cut
off man fromtheface of the earth
- An oracle of Jehovah.

4 | will asostretch out my
hand upon Judah, and upon dl the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and |
will cut off the remnant of Baal
from this place, and the name of
the asceticidolatrous priestswith
the priests,

5 And them who prostrate
themselves upon the housetopsto
the host of the heavens, and them
who prostrate themsel ves swear-
ing by Jehovah, and swearing by
Malcham:; NoteLev 18,21

6 And them who flinch
back from Jehovah, and those
who have not sought Jehovah,
and have not treaded seeking
him.

7 Besdilent before the face
of the Lord Jehovah, becausethe
day of Jehovah is near, because
Jehovah has set up asacrifice; he

11;1 Zephaniah, Jehovah HasHidden (to give
protection).

ZEPHANIAH 1

has made clean those called.

8 Anditshall beintheday
of Jehovah's sacrifice that | will
visit upon the chief rulers, and
upon the king’s children, and
upon all such asare clothed with
strange clothing.®

9 And! will visit upon all
who leap over the threshold® in
the same day, whofill their lord's
houseswith violence and deceit.

10 Anditshall beinthat day
- Anoracle of Jehovah - thenoise
of a scream from the fish gate,
and a howling from the second,
and a great breaking from the
hills.

11 Howl, you inhabitants of
Maktesh, because all the people
of Canaan are unable to speak;
all they who bear silver are cut
down.

12 And it shall be, at that
timethat | will search Jerusalem
with lamps, and visit upon the
men who are settled on their
dregs, who say in their heart, Je-
hovah will not do good, and he
will not do evil.

13 Andtheir resourcesshall
become a plunder, and their
houses a stunned desol ation, and
they shall build houses, and they
shall not inhabit them, and they
shall plant vineyards, and shall
not drink the wine.

8 1:8 strange clothing refers to those who
adopted foreign and religious dressthat displayed
themasfollowersof other religionsother than Je-
hovah God.

91:9 leap over thethreshold, refersto leap-
ing over thethreshold to commit burglary.
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ZEPHANIAH 2 be day of Jebovah will bring distress ; Jehovah will turn back the captivity of Judah

14 Thegreat day of Jehovah
isnear, near, and the noise of the
day of Jehovah hurries exceed-
ingly; there the mighty man shall
cry bitterly.

15 That day is a day of
wrath, a day of trouble and dis-
tress, aday of tempest and ruin,
a day of darkness and gloomi-
ness, a day of clouds and thick
darkness,

16 A day of thetrumpet and
alarm against the fortified cities
and against the high pinnacles.

17 And | will bring distress
upon men, and they shall walk
like the blind because they have
sinned against Jehovah, and their
blood shall be poured out asdust,
and their flesh asthe dung.

18 Neither their silver nor
their gold shall be able to snatch
them out in the day of Jehovah's
wrath, and the whole earth shall
bedevoured by thefireof hisjed-
ousy, because surely he shall
make a completion in trembling
of dl themwho dwell inthe earth.

CHAPTER 2

1 Gather yourselves to-
gether, even gather together, Oh
people not longed for;

2 Before the birth of the
eanctment, the day will crosson
away as chaff, yet not before the
burning nostrils of Jehovah come
upon you, yet not before the day
of the nostrils of Jehovah come
upon youl.

3  Seek Jehovah, all you
meek of the earth, who havedone
hisjudgment; seek righteousness,
seek meekness; it may be you
1434

shall behidintheday of theburn-
ing nostrils of Jehovah,

4 Because Azaah shall be
forsaken, and Ashkelon astunned
desolation; they shall drive out
Ashdod at the noonday, and
Ekron shall be plucked up by the
roots.

5 Woeto theinhabitants of
the sea coast, the people of the
executioners! Theword of Jeho-
vah is against you, Oh Canaan,
theland of the Palestinians, and |
will cause you to be lost, that
there shall be no inhabitant.

6 Andtheseacoast shall be
homes of meadowsfor shepherds
and enclosuresfor flocks.

7  Andthecoast shall befor
the remnant of the house of
Judah; there they shall be
shepherded; they shall lie down
in the dusk in the houses of
Ashkelon, because Jehovah their
God shall visit them, and turn
back their captivity.

8 | have attentively heard
the reproach of Moab, and the
revilings of the children of
Ammon, by which they have de-
famed my people, and made
themselves great against their
border.

9 Thereforeas| live - An
oracle of Jehovah of hosts, the
God of Isragl - Surely Moab shall
be as Sodom, and the children of
Ammon as Gomorrah, a posses-
sion of nettles, and salt pits, and
astunned desolation forever; the
remainder of my people shall
plunder them, and those left of
my people shall inherit them.



Jehovah will bring distress on those around Judah; judgment on Jerusalem also  ZEPHANIAH 3

10" Thissnall be to them for
their assumed majesty, because
they have reproached and made
themselves great against the
people of Jehovah of hosts.

11 Jehovah will be fear to
them, because he will emaciate
all thegods of the earth, and they
shall prostratethemselvesto him,
every manfrom hisplace, al the
habitabl e places of the peoples.

12 Alsoyou Ethiopians, they
shall be polluted by my sword.

13 And he will stretch out
his hand against the north, and
cause Assyriato belost, and will
put Nineveh a stunned desola-
tion, parched like a desert.

14 Andflocksshall foldtheir
legs under them in her midst, all
theliving creatures of the people;
both the pelican and the bittern
shall lodge in its upper lintels;
their voice shall sing inthewin-
dows; desolation shall bein the
vestibules, because he shall make
the cedar work bare.

15 This is the city which
jumped for joy, who dwelt in con-
fidence, that said in her heart, |
am, and thereisnone other; how
she has become a stunned deso-
lation, aplacefor living creatures
torecline! All who crossover by
her shall hiss, wagging his hand.

CHAPTER 3

1 Woeto her who isrebel-
liousand polluted to the oppress-
ing city!

2 She has not attentively
heard thevoice; she hasnot taken
correctivediscipline; she hasnot
trusted in Jehovah; she has not

drawn near to her God.

3 Her chief rulers within
her are roaring lions; her judges
are wolves of the dusk; they do
not gnaw the bonesin the dawn.?

4  Her prophets are froth,
mortal men of treachery; her
priests have profaned the sanc-
tuary; they have doneviolenceto
the law.

5 Jehovah is righteous in
her midst; he will not do moral
distortion; dawn by dawn he
giveshisjudgment inthelight; he
is not lacking, and the morally
distorted do not know shame.

6 | havecut off the peoples;
their pinnacles are stunned deso-
lations; | made their outdoors
parched, so that none crosses
over it; their cities are chased to
destruction, so that there is no
man, that thereis no inhabitant.

7 | said, Surely you will
fear me; you will take corrective
discipline so their home should
not be cut off by al that | planned
to visit upon them, but they
loaded up early, corrupting all
their doings.

8 Thereforewait® upon me
- An oracle of Jehovah - until the
day that | rise up to the prey, be-
cause my pronounced judgment
is to gather the peoples, that |
may lay hold of thekingdoms, to
pour upon them my rage, all my
burning nostrils, because al the

33:3they donot gnaw thebonesin thedawn,
meansthat they are so greedy that they eat the en-
tireanimal all at once, and there are no bonesto
gnaw thenext morning. They arealready out |ook-
ing for more prey to devour.

8 3:8 wait, chakah, See Note Isa64:4.
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ZEPHANIAH 3 1will turn about to the people a pure lip; a remnant of Israel will turn to Jehovah

earth shall be devoured with the
fireof my jealousy,

9 Because then | will turn
about to the people a pure® lip,
that they may all call upon the
name of Jehovah, to servehimas
one neck under God's yoke.

10 Frombeyondtheriversof
Ethiopia will be those who in-
creaseincenseto me; the daugh-
ter of my dispersed shall cause
my food offering to flow to me.

11 Inthat day you shall not
paein shamefor all your doings
in which you have broken away
against me, because then | will
take away out of your midst them
who jump for joy in your arro-
gance, and you shall not increase
being haughty any more in my
holy mountain.

12 Andl will leaveapeople
in your midst looked down on
with harshness and dangling in
need, and they shall trust in the
name of Jehovah.

13 The remnant of Israel
shall not do moral distortion, and
shall not speak lies, and there
shall not be found a deceitful
tongue in their mouth, because
they shall be shepherded and lie
down, and none shall causethem
to tremble.

14 Shout, O daughter of
Zion; shout, Oh Israel; rejoice
and jump for joy with all the
heart, Oh daughter of Jerusalem.

15 Jehovah has taken away
your judgments; he hasfaced him
about who hatesyou; the king of

93:9 pure, barar, separated, chosen, distinct,
cleansed and chosen.
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Israel, Jehovah, isinyour midst;
you shall not fear evil any more.

16 Inthatday it shall besaid
to Jerusalem, Do not fear; to
Zion, Do not let your hands be
dack.

17 Jehovah your God is
mighty in your midst; he will
save; hewill rejoiceover youwith
joy; hewill fabricatein hislove;
he will spin around in emotion
over you with singing.

18 | will gather out of you
them who are grieving for the
appointed meeting, themraising
their hands over the disgrace.

19 Behold, | will deal with
all them who look down on you
with harshnessat that time, and |
will save her who limps, and
gather her who was driven out,
and | will put praise and a name
in al the earth for them where
they have been put to shame.

20 At that time | will bring
you, eveninthetimethat | gather
you, because | will give you a
name and a praise among all
people of the earth when | turn
back your captivity before your
eyes, says Jehovah.



